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lo-  The  Sirengtb  of  Sin^  Ser.  LXXIII. 

according  to  the  meafure  of  his  faith,  that  his  labour  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

But  now,  the  verfe  where  my  text  lies,  feems  to  be  an 
explication  of  the  tirft  part  of  the  apoftle's  fong;  he  h^d 
faid,  ''  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ?"  But  if  any  Ihould  afl^,  What  mean  you, 
Paul,  by  the  fting  of  death?  Why,  fays  he,  The  fting  of 
death  is  fin:  fo  that,  take  away  lin,  and  then  death  hath 
no  fting ;  no  ftrength  to  hurt  or  harm  us.  Well,  but 
may  it  be  faid.  Where  lies  the  ftretagth  of  fin  ?  and 
whence  hath  it  fuch  firength  ?  The  anfwer  is,  The 
ftrcn^tb  cffin  is  the  latv;  as  fin  is  the  ftrength  of  death, 
fo  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin.  Sin  puts  arms  in  the 
hand  of  death,  and  the  law  puts  arms  in  the  hand  of  fin: 
The  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law. 

Where  you  may  notice  thefe  three  things  following. 

1.  The  grand  evil  that  ruins  all  luankind,  here  fpoken 
of,  namely,  Sin  ;  this  is  that  which  makes  us  need  a 
Saviour,  whofe  name  io  Jesus,  becaufehe  faves  his  peo- 
ple from  their  fin.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  not  here  of  any 
tranfient  aft  of  fin,  but  even  of  the  root  and  fountain  of 
fin  ;  the  corruption  and  depravation  of  nature,  together 
with  the  lufts  and  afieftions  of  the  flefli. 

2.  You  have  here  the  quality  of  fin;  Strength  ia 
afcribed  to  it.  There  are  feveral  attributes  this  monfter 
hath,  particularly  thefe  two,  guilt  and  filth  ;  hut  ftrength 
13  the  compend  of  all  its  other  qualities.  It  hath  ftrength 
t)  defile,  and  ftrength  to  deftroy  ;  ftrength  to  kill,  and 
ftrength  to  damn.  The  ftrength  of  fin  makes  us  ftand 
in  need  of  a  ftrong  Saviour,  and  of  that  help  which  is 
laid  upon  One  that  is  mighty. 

3.  You  have  here  the  accidental  fource  or  rife  of  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  namely,  the  Law  ;  the  law  of  works, 
commanding  obedience,  as  the  condition  of  eternal  life, 
and  difcharging  difobedience  on  pain  of  eternal  death. 
The  moral  law,  under  the  form  of  a  covenant  of  works, 
is  the  lav/  the  apoftle  here  fpeaks  of;  and  this  law,  as 
it  is  violated  and  broken  by  our  apoftacy  and  rebellion 
againft  God  ;  for,  as  this  law  is  become  fo  weak  through 
ihe  flcfti,  Rom.  viii.  3.  that  it  cannot  juftlfy  nor  fanc- 
tify  a  finncr,  nor  fave  a  breaker  of  it ;   fo  it  is  become 

powerful 


Ho^o  the  Law  isfoj  opened.  ii 

powerful  only  to  condemn,  and  powerful  to  damn  the 
finner  ;  and  this  it  does,  by  giving  fin  a  power  to  ruin, 
condemn,  and  deftroy  the  finner.  As  fin,  in  a  manner 
took  juftifying  ftrength  from  the  law,  fo  the  law  gives 
condemning  ftrength  to  fin,  leaving  the  finner  under  its 
curfe  :  and,  becaufe  fin  violated  the  holy  command  of 
the  law,  the  law  gives  fin  a  commanding  power  over  the 
finner,  and  makes  fin  to  rife,  and  rage,  and  reign  over 
the  finner,  fo  as  it  commands  him  to  ferve  like  a  drudge 
and  a  flave.  This  the  law  does,  botli  by  virtue  of  its 
cuffe,  and  by  virtue  of  its  command  ;  the  power  of  fin 
being  a  pan  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  confequence  of 
the  command.  Not  that  the  holy,  jull,  and  good  law  of 
God,  that  commands  holinefs,  can  poflibly  command  fin 
or  unholinefs  ;  but  by  reafon  of  our  corruption,  which, 
like  water,  the  more  it  is  dammed  up,  the  more  it  fwells. 
The  command  of  holinefs  excites  and  itirs  up  the  rule 
and  command  of  fin  over  us ;  which  bears  no  more  re- 
fledlion  upon  the  holinefs  of  the  law,  than  the  ftink  of  a 
dunghill,  raifed  and  excited  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  re- 
fle£ls  any  indignity  upon,  or  in  the  leaft  ftains  the  purity 
of  the  beams  thereof.  The  more  pure  and  refulgent  the 
beams  of  the  fun  are,  the  more  influence  it  hath  for  flir- 
ring  up  the  filthy  vapours  of  the  dunghill ;  fo,  the  more 
holy  that  the  law  is,  the  more  does  it  excite  the  filthy 
fteams,  and  raife  and  exafperate  the  impurity  of  corrup- 
tion. But  in  what  refpefil  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
may  be  fliewed  more  at  large  in  the  fequel. 

Having  offered  this  ftiort  view  cf  the  words,  there  are 
two  dodlrines  might  be  treated  from  them. 

I.  "  That  fin  is  a  very  ftrong  and  powerful  thing.'' 

II.  **  That  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law  :"  Or  thus, 
**  That  the  law  of  works  is  the  ftrength  of  fin  to  a  finner 
that  hath  violated  and  broken  it.". 

I  intend,  thro'  divine  aid,  to  illuftrate  both  thefe  pro- 
pofitions;  butlhall  confine  my felf  to  the  firft  at  this  time. 
If  we  get  right  views  of  the  ftrength  cf  fin,  it  v^vll  co\\v- 
me23d  the  ftrength  of  a  Saviour  to  us. 

B  4  Tio^-^- 


j2  ■     The  Strength  of  Sin,  Ser.  LXXIIL 

DocT.  I.   That  fm  is  avery  ftrong  and pOHjoerful  thing. 

In  treating  of  which,  I  would  effay  to  do  the  following 
things. 

I.  Speak  a  little  of  the  nature  of  fin ;  and  flioW  what 
it  is. 

II.  I  would  enquire  into  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  the 
qualities  and  degrees  of  its  ftrength. 

III.  I  would  Ihew  how  the  ftrength  of  fin  difcovers 
itfelf. 

IV.  Whence  the  ftrength  of  fin  comes,  and  where  it 
lies. 

V.  Draw  fome  inferences  from  this  for  application. 

I.  We  propofe  to  fpeak  a  little  concerning  the  nature 
of  fin.  I  ihall  confine  myielf  to  thefe  two  accounts  of 
it,  namely,  (i.)^That  it  is  a  tranfgrefllon  of  the  law, 
I  John  iii.  4.  (2.)  That  it  is  an  oppofition  to  God  the 
Lawgiver  and  enmity  ag^inft  God,  Rom.  viii.  7. 

I.  Confider  it  as  it  is  a  tranfgrefllon  of  the  law;  and 
all  mankind  are  tranfgreflbrs  from  the  womb,  ever  fince 
Adam  and  Eve  began  the  rebellion :  we  daily  tranfgrefs 
it,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed.  It  is  ftrange  to  con- 
fider how  many  poor  ignorant  finners  cxpedl  to  be  jufti- 
fied  by  that  law  which  they  are  daily  tranfgreffing ; 
which  declares,  that  they  know  not  themfelves  to  be 
finners  and  tranfgreflbrs  thereof.  They  fay  they  are 
finners,  but  they  do  not  believe  what  they  fay  ;  or,  if 
they  believe  they  are  finners,  they  do  not  believe  they 
are  fugh  finners,  but  that  the  law  may  bear  with  them; 
for  they  cannot  fee  fuch  depravity  in  their  aftions,  as 
that  the  law  lliould  condemn  them;  and  when  once  they 
imagine,  that  the  law  will  not  cobdemn  them,  they  fan- 
cy next,  that  the  lartg.^U  ji^ftifX:  them.  Soipe,  whofe 
lives  >and  atliog^ffip  not  evidently  grofs  and  profane, 
may  be  filleA^™Hp>KfIi  ignorant  thoughts 'of  this  fort, 
that  the  law'  Ii«SpS&3e  to  fay  againll  them  ;  yea,  that 
they  have,  done  all  thefe  things  from  their  youth  up.  O 
dreadful  arrogance  and  ignorance,  for  a  brat  of  hell  to 
imagine  that  he  hath  not  tranfgrefled  the  law  by  any 
wicked  deed  1 
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But  if  any  be  fo  grofly  ignorant,  as  to  juRify  their 
deeds  as  being  conform  to  the  law  ;  let  them  fet.the  law 
of  God,   and  even  their  words  in  oppolition  to  each  o- 
ther,  and  fee  if  they  have  tranfgrelled  the  law  :  for, 
the'  in  many  things  we  offend*  all;  yet,  "  If  any  man  of- 
fend  not  in  v/ord,  the  fame  is  a  perfeft  man,"   fays  the 
apoftle.  Jam.  iii.  2.     But  where  is  there  even  fuch  per- 
fection as  this  among  the  children  of  men,  if  you  con- 
fider  how  every  command  of  the  law  is  broken  by  the 
ordinary  fpeech  of  men  ? — Why,  every  word  that  fa- 
vours of  atheifm,  unbelief,  and  contempt  of  God,  and 
carnal  confidence,  is  a  breach  of  the  firit  command. — r 
Every  word  that  favours  of  difrefpefl:  to  divine  ordi- 
nances, whether  preaching,  praying,  reading,  meditat- 
ing, communicating,  and  the  like,  is  a  breach  of  the 
fecond  command! — Every  word  that  tends  to  the  abufing 
of  God*s  name,  by  rafh  Avearing,  minched  oaths,   car- 
nal praying,  formal  devotion,  and  hypocritical  protefta^ 
tions  and  profeffion,   is  a  breach  of  the  third  command." 
Every  idle  and\inprofitable  word  on  week-days,  and  ef- 
pecially  on  Sabbath-days,  whereon  we  are  in  a  peculiar 
manner  called  to    abflain  from  our   own  words,    i$  a 
breach  of  the  fourth  command. — ^Every  difrefpeftful  a^d 
diflionourable  word  of  fuperiors,  inferiors,  or  equals,  and 
efpecially  of  parents  and  relations,  whether  natural,  civil, 
or  fpiritual,  is  a  breach  of  the  fifth  command. — Every 
malicious,  inveftive,  bitter,  ofienfive,  and  killing  wora, 
that  cuts  like  a  fword,  is  a  breach  of  the  fixth  command. 
Every  immodeft,  unchafte,  fenfual,  and  lafcivious  word, 
that  favours  of  a  vile,  polluted  mind,  is  a  breach  of  the 
feverith  command.-^Every  cheating  word,  as  in  buying 
and  felling,  when  you  vilify  too  much  what  you  buy^  ?iiid 
magnify  too  much   what  you  fell,  is   a  breach  of  the 
eighth  command.-^Every  railing  word,  ^very  reproach- 
ful, backbiting,  lying,  and  falfe  accufation,  whether  tp, 
or  of  your  ntsighbours,  is  a  breach  of  the  ninth  command. 
And,  finally,  every  murmuring, and  fretful  word,  tb^t 
favours  of  difcontent,  grudging,  and  envyi  is  a  breach  of 
the  tenth  command. 

You  then  that  hope  for  juflification  by  the  works  of 
the  law,  li you  he  not  confcious  of  your  \\\  vjotY.'^>  ^Ocv"^"^ 
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fay  you  of  your  words  ?  If  in  word  you  have  offended, 
know,  that  by  your  words  you  fliall  be  condemned. 
Why,  fay  you,  Who  are  they  that  want  their  faults  of 
that  fort  ?  But,  whatever  words  efcape  me,  yet,  I  hope, 
I  have  a  good  heart  to  God.  Alas,  man!  will  you  ex- 
amine that  heart  of  yours  with  the  good  law  of  God, 
and  fee  if  it  be  a  good  heart  or  not ;  and  if  it  be  found 
a  tranfgreffor  of  the  law,  then  the  fountain  is  defiled, 
and  never  call  it  good  again.  If  you  be  chargeable  with 
any  of  thefe  tranfgreffions  of  the  law,  that  I  have  named, 
whether  in  your  works  or  vvrords,  know,  that  the  heart 
is  the  very  fountain  of  thefe  evil  word?  and  adlions;  for, 
out  of  the  heart  they  proceed.  Mat.  xv.  19.^  and  if  the 
fruit  be  evil,  the  root  cannot  be  good  :  if  the  dreams 
be  bitter,  the  fountain  cannot  be  fweet.  The  fmoke  of 
vain  words  and  evil  aftions,  that  comes  out  at  the  chim- 
ney of  your  daily  converfation,  declares  that  there  is  a 
fire  within  doors,  a  furnace  of  corruption  in  the  heart. 

But  more  particularly,  will  you  fet  your  heart  and 
the  law  together  a  little,  and  fee  what  it  is. — Compare 
your  heart  with  the  firft  command,  and  you  will  find  it 
to  be  nothing  but  a  throne  of  iniquity,  a  receptacle  of 
falfe  gods,  where  a  thoufand  other  gods  are  worfhipped. 
— Compare  it  with  the  fecond  command,  and  then  you 
v;ill  fee  it  to  be  nothing  but  a  chamber  of  imagery, 
filled  with  fo  many  images,  and  mifreprefentations  of 
God.- — Compare  it  with  the  third  command,  and  you 
will  find  nothing  elfe  but  a  bench  of  blafphemy,  \ffuing 
fjrth  indignities  and  affronts  to  ,the  name  of  God. — 
Compare  it  with  the  fourth  command,  and  you  will  find 
it  to  be  nothing  but  a  dunghill  of  profanity,  a  play-houfe 
of  idlenefs,  and  a  facrilegious  wafter  of  holy  time. — 
Compare  it  with  the  fifth  command,  and  you  will  fee  it 
to  be  nothing  but  a  palace  of  pride,  and  a  tower  of  felf- 
exaltation,  fetting  yourfelf  above  all  others. — Compare 
it  with  the  fixth  command,  and  here  it  /will  be  found  to 
be  nothing  but  the  devil's  Ihambles,  and  a  flaughter- 
lioufe  of  malice  and  murder;  for.  He  that  bates  bis.  bro- 
ther in  his  hearty  is  a  murderer. — Compare  your  heart 
with  the  feventh  command,  and  you  will  find  it  nothing 
but  a  cage  of  unclean  birds,  unclean  l\vow^\\U,  vUe  af- 
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feftions. — Compare  it  with  the  eighth  command,  and 
then  you  will  fee  it  to  be  nothing  but  a  tabernacle  of 
robbers,  though  your  hand  lliould  be  free  of  theft  and 
robbery  :  but  if  you  have  llolen  all  that  your  heart  went 
after,  many  a  horfe  and  cow  hath  it  llolen  ;  yea,  many 
a  fine  h jufe  and  yard  hath  your  heart  robbed  your  neigh- 
bour of. — Compare  it  with  the  ninth  command,  and  you 
will  find  it  to  be  nothing  but  a  fountain  of  calumny,  ei- 
ther inventing  ill  tales  of  your  neighbour,  or  exaggerat- 
ing and  magnifying  any  falfe  report;  or  tickled  with, 
and  glad  of  any  occafion'to  caft  a  blot  upon  his  name. — 
Compare  your  hearts  with  the  tenth  command,  and  you 
will  find  it  alfo  to  be  nothing  but  a  temple  of  idolatry  : 
for,  Co'-jetoufncfs  is  idolatry^  fays  the  apoftle.  As  many 
objeQis  as  the  covetous  heart  purfues  after,  fo  many  idols 
does  it  fall  down  before, — And  now,  tell  me,  after  all. 
Is  that  a  good  heart  ?  Nay,  alas  !  every  imagination  of 
it  is  evil,  and  evil  continually;  yea,  it  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  defperatcly  wicked. 

Thus  fin  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  the  law,  whether  in 
heart,  fpeech,  or  behaviour ;  and  thus  w^  are  all 
tranfgrelfors :  yea,  though  we  could  free  ourfelves  of 
aftual  fins,  which  is  impoflible,  and  fay  that  we  are 
clean  in  thought,  word,  and  a£tion  :  yet  as  we  have 
finned  in  Adam,  Rom.  v.  12  ;  fo  our  very  natures  arc 
finful  and  corrupt,  and  deflitute  of  conformity  to  the 
law;  as  void  of  rightccufnefs,  as  Chrifl:  \Vas  free  of  fin  ; 
and  altogether  filthy,  as  Chriil  is  altogether  lovely.  The 
law  requires  holinefs  of  nature,  heart  and  way,  and 
curfes  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things  required 
therein.  Gal.  iii-  10.  Why  then,  the  meaning  oi  that 
word  to  a  finner.  If  tboxi  %Kiilt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  com^ 
mandmcntSj  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  O  finner,  you  have 
forfeit  eternal  life  by  your  not  keeping  the  command- 
ment, and  thcu  art  doomed  to  eternal  death,  which, 
as  lure  as  God  lives,  will  be  your  everlafting  lot,  if  the 
law  get  not  a  better  keeper  than  you  in  your  room  and 
ftead  :  the  reafon  then,  why  I  declare  you  tranfgrelTors 
of  the  law,  is,  that  I  may  recommend  Chriil  the  nlore 
to  you  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs*  *'  Sin  Is 
a  tranfgreUion  of  the  law.'^ 

1.  Ovcw 
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2.  Confider  it  as  it  is  an  oppofition  to  God,  the  Law-giv- 
er: it  is  called  enmity  againft  God.  Some  have  a  notion 
of  fin,  that  it  is  a  tranfgrefli/m  of  God's  law,  and  yet  not 
4  due  fonfe  of  fin  in  the  intrinfical^evil  of  it,  as  it  is  an 
oppofition  to  God's  nature:  as  every  aftual  fin,  whether 
of  omiflion  or  commijQTion,  is  a  walking  contrary  to  God, 
Lev.  xxvi.  27.;  fo  fin,  in  its  nature,  is  a  contrariety  to 
God's  nature,  and  a  defpifing  of  him,  as  well  as  difpleaf- 
ing  to  him,  ,1  Sam.  ii.  30. :    yea,  nothing  is  fo  oppofite 
to  God,   as  fin.     God  is  wifdom,   fin  is   folly  ;    God  is. 
holinefs,  fin  is  filthinefo  ;  God  is  juftice,  fin  is  iniquity  ; 
God  is   goodnefs  itfelf,    fin  is    badnefs  itfelf;    God  is 
faithfulnefs,  fin  is  treachery ;    God  is  light,   fin  is  dark- 
nefs  ;    God  is  lifci   fin  is  death ;    God  is  beauty,  fin  is 
deformity;  God  is  majelty,  fin  is  bafenefs;  God  is  love, 
fin  is  enmity.     Sin  is  fo  oppofite  to  God,  that  if  the  lead 
drop  of  it'fliould  get  into  his  nature,  he  would  ceafe  to 
be  God.     The  wicked  think,  becaufe  God  is  patient  and 
long-fuffering,  therefore  he  approves  of  their  fin,  and  is 
of  the  fame  judgment  with  themfelves  ;  "  Becaufe  I 
held  my  peace,  thou  thoughtefl:  that  I  >yas  altogether  like 
thyfelf;   but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  thine  iniquities 
in  order  before  thee,"  Pfalm  1.  21.     Know,  when  you 
have  any  fuch  thoughts  of  God  as  this,  you  do  blafpheme 
God ;   for,   if  God  did  approve  of  your  fin,  he   would 
ceafe  to  be  God,  he  would  be  God  no  longer :   why  fo, 
think  you  ?    Even  becaufe  then  God  would  not  be  infi- 
nitely holy:   now,  holinefs  is  his  being;  therefore,  if  he 
fliould  ceafe  to  be  infinitely  holy,  he  would  ceafe  to  be 
God :   fo  oppofite  is  fin  to  God,  that  if  he  did  not  hate 
fin  as  much  ^s  he  does,  he  would  ceafe  to  be  God.     If 
his  hatred  of  fin  were  lefs  than  it  is,  then  he  would  not 
be  infinitely  holy;  and  infinite  holinefs  mufl:  needs  have 
infinite  hatred  againfl:  fin.     This  is  the  very  thing  that 
makes  fin  to  be  an  infinite  evil,  objeftively  confidered  : 
and  whatever  fome  may  think  of  fin,  furely  v*^e  cannot 
fpeak  enough  of  the  evil  of  it.     You  that  have  but  light 
thoughts  of  fin,  you  have  light   and  flight  thoughts  of 
God  :    and  you  that  have   light  thoughts  of  fin,  have 
light  thoughts  of  Chrift ;  it  cannot  be  a  light  matter, 
that  the  eternB\  God  gave  his  eternal  Sou  to  be  a  facri- 
4  ^c^ 
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.^ce  for,  otherwife  we  had  been  eternal  facrificcs  to  his 
incenfed  juftice.  The  more  diflionourably  that  we  fpeak 
of  fin,  the  more  honourably  muft  we  fpeak  of  Chrift,  the 
Saviour  that  faves  from  it.  Notliing  expofes  fin  fo  much 
as  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  declaring  him  to  be  the  facrifice 
for  fin  ;  which  fays,  that  the  infinite  hatred  that  God 
bears  to  fin,  is  equal  to  the  infinite  love  that  he  bears  to 
his  own  Soil ;  and  that  his  hatred  to  fin  is  as  deep,  as 
his  love  to  Chrift  is  high ;  and  that  the  depth  of  the  one, 
and  the  height  of  the  other,  are  both  equally  infinite. 
As  Chrifl;'s  death  is  the  great  facrifice  for  fin,  that  we 
commemorate  at  this  occafion  ;  fo  the  view  of  the  infi- 
nite value  thereof,  relates  to  the  infinite  evil  of  fin.  As 
there  would  be  no  need  for  Chrifl:,  as  a  Saviour,  if  there 
were  no  fin  ;  fo  there  would  be  no  need  for  fuch  a  Sa- 
viour as  he  is,  if  fin  were  not  fuch  an  evil  a^  it  is:  and  as 
the  guilt  of  it  cannot  be  expiated  without  fuch  an  infi- 
nite ranfom  as  he  gave  ;  fo  the  power  of  it  cannot  be 
deftroyed  but  by  fuch  an  almighty  arm  as  he  hath,  who 
alone  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft.— — But  this  leads 
me,  having  thus  far  touched  the  nature,  to  fpeak  next 
of  the  ftrength  of  fin.  . 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  here  is,  to  enquire  a 
.little  into  the  ftrength  of  fin.  The  devil  is  called  the 
ftrong  man,  yet  he  is  without ;  but  fin  is  the  flrong  man 
within;  or,  as  the  apoftle  calls  it,  the  old  man,  Eph.  iv. 
22. ;  where  he  exhorts  even  the  faints  to  put  off  the  old 
man.  Sin  is  no  child,  but  a  man  :  it  is  no  young  ftrip- 
ling,  but  an  antient,  ftrong,  old  man  ;  one  that  is  grown 
in  years,  and  carries  power,  command,  authority  with 
it  in  the  beft  of  God's  children  :  and  if  it  many  times 
powerfully  prevails  in  and  over  them,  how  powerfully 
does  it  reign  in  the  reft  of  the  world  ?  But,  that  the 
ftrength  of  fin  may  be  farther  opened,  I  fliall  lay  before 
you,  I.  Some  of  the  qualities  of  the  ftrength  of  fl*n.  2. 
The  degrees  of  its  ftrength,  pofitive,  comparative,  and 
fuperlative. 

i/>.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  ftrength  of  fin:  what  fort 
of  a  ftrength  it  hath,  may  appear  in  thefe  teu  qiialitiea 
and  bad  properties  of  it. 
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1.  Sin  hath  a  commanding  ftrength,  requiring  obedi- 
ence, and  obliging  its.fervants,  to  obey  it  in  the  lufts 
th(?reof,  Rom.  vi.  12.  16.  Indeed,  the  commands  of  fin 
are  very  unlawful  and  unreafonable  ;  yet  it  commands 
men  to  go,  and  they  go  ;  to  come,  and  they  come  :  and 
men  obey  the  commands  of  fin,  by  difobeying  the  com- 
mands of  God  ;  for,  when  they  do  not  what  God  injoins 
them,  they  do  what  fm  requires  them. 

2.  Sin  hath  a  condemning  ftrength  :  as  fin  is  a  great 
commander,  fo  the  commanding  power  of  fin,  when 
yielded  to,  delivers  us  over  to  the  condemning  power  of 
fin.  Now,  what  this  condemning  power  of  fin  is,  the  a- 
p  )[lle  fliews  plainly.  Jam.  i.  15.  ^*  Sin,  when  it  is  finifh- 
ed,  bringeth  forth  death."  Sin  is  a  faithlefs  and  fliame- 
lefs  tyrant  and  tempter ;  for,  at  firfl:  it  promifes  life  and 
immunity  from  death,  faying,  like  the  devil  that  finned 
from  the  beginning, '*  You  fliall  not  furclydie:*'  yet, 
no  fooner  does  a  man  obey  the  command  of  fin,  than  it 
condemns  him  to  death  ;  *'  The  wages  of  fin  is  death," 
Rom.  vi.  23.     Hence^ 

3.  Sin  hath  a  deceiving  fl:rength.  See  Heb.  iii.  13. 
Exhort  one-another  while  it  is  called  to-day  ^  left  any  of  you 
be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin:  hence  the 
lufh  of  the  flefti  are  called  deceitful  lufts,  Eph.  iv.  22. 
Sin  powerfully  deceives,  by  blinding  the  mind,  corrupt- 
ing the  judgment,  hardening  the  heart,  alluring  the  af- 
feftions,  and  perfuading  the  finner  that  tTiere  are  fome 
things  forbidden  in  the  law  that  are  good  and  profitable, 
and  may  be  done  withoujt  any  fcruple  of  confcience. 
Sometimes  it  will  perfuade  the  greedy-minded  worldly 
man,  that  is  thinking  how  to  enrich  himfelf,  that  to  do 
it  by  the  fubtilty  of  his  pate,  the  forgery  of  liis  tongue, 
the  villainy  of  his  hand,  and  by  violent  means,  is  an  ea- 
fier  and  fweeterway  than  to  toil  and  labour  to  inrich  him- 
felf by  honeft  means.  Sometimes  it  will  perfuade  the 
finner,  that  there  is  no  hell,  no  fear  of  punifliment ;  or, 
if  there  be,  yet  he  may  afterwards  repent,  and  prevent 
it ;  and  fo  hp  is  emboldened  to  fm,  and  deceived. 

4.  Sin  hath  a  working  fl:rength  ;  When  we  were  in 
thefdfif  the  motions  of  fin  that  were  by  the  law^  did  work 
hi  our  members  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  dcath^  Rom.vii.j. 
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And,  vcn  8.  "Sin  taking  occafion  by  the  commandment, 
wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concupifcence."  Sin,  then, 
and  natural  corruption,  is  no  idle  thing ;  no,  by  no 
means  :  it  hath  an  aifefting  and  working  power,  to  brin^ 
forth  evil  notions.  Hence,  James  i.  15.  ''  When  lult 
is  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  fin:"  and  the  flefh  is  faid 
to  luft  againft  the  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  17.  By  reafon  of 
corruption,  there  is  an  inclination  and  a  pronenefs  of  all 
the  faculties  of  the  foul  to  that  which  is  evil. 

5.  Sin  hath  a  conquering  and  captivating  flrength  : 
the  children  of  God  themfelvcs  are  many  times  brought 
into  captivity  to  it ;  "  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members, 
warring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  mem- 
bers,'' Rom.  vii.  23.  And  if  it  fometiraes  carry  all 
before  it,  in  a  manner,  where  there  is  grace,  how  muil 
it  be  where  there  is  no  grace,  and  where  the  man  is 
under  the  law,  and  not  under  grace  ?  Surely  it  carries 
them  whitherfoever  it  pleafes,  except  in  fo  far  as  the 
man  is  under  the  reftraint  of  providence. 

6.  Sin  hath  a  defiling  and  polluting  ftrength  ;  **  To 
the  pure  all  things  are  pure ;  but  to  them  that  are  de- 
filed and  unbelieving  is  nothing  pure,  but  even  their 
mind  and  confci^nce  is  defiled,"  Tit.  i.  15.  Sin  defiles 
the  mind,  defiles  the  confcience,  defiles  the  will,  defiles 
the  aflFedlions,  defiles  the  memory,  defiles  the  imagina- 
tion, defiles  the  thoughts,  defiles  the  words,  defiles  the 
actions,  and  defiles  and  ftains  all  the  duties  the  man 
puts  his  hand  to :  it  defiles  his  hearing,  defiles  his 
reading,  defiles  his  praying,  defiles  his  meditating, 
defiles  his  communicating,  defiles  his  conferring  with 
others  ;  and,  in  a  word,  defijes  foul  and  body,  inward 
and  outward  man ;  yea,  defiles  and  infeds  neighbours, 
friends,  ftrangers,  and  all  that  come  near  to  it. 

7.  Sin  hath  a  dementing  ftrength,  to  make  people 
mad  ;  TJbey  are  mad  upon  idols j  Jer.  1.  38.  Sin  makes 
men  nothing  but  mad  fools,  and  befide  therafelves. — 
We  reckon  him  a  fool  that  would  drink  a  cup  of  poifon: 
that  is  what  the  finner  does.  Is  he  not  a  fool  that  would 
defpife  his  food  ?  So  do  finners,  that  defpife  Chrift  and 
the  gofpel.    Is  he  not  a  mad  fool^  thai  vjo\3\.^  y^^!1«  ^ 
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ihadow  to  a  fubftance  ?  So  are  they,  that  prefer  earth 
to,  heaven,  and  the  things  6i  time  to  thefe  of  eternity. 
Hence  alfo, 

8.  Sin  hath  a  transforming  ftrength,  infomuch,  that 
when  it  comes  to  a  height,  it  turns  the  foul  to  a  devil. 
This  mufl  be  a  great  ftrength,  that  can  turn  a  man  to  a 
devil.  What  are  wicked  men,  in  whom  fin  reigns,  and 
rages,  and  is  come  to  a  height,  but  like  fo  many  devils? 
It  can  even  turn  difciples  into  devils;  "  I  have  chofen  you 
twelve,  and  one  of  j^-ou  is  a  devil,'^  John  vi.  70.  Yea, 
fuch  is  the  ftrength  of  it,  that  it  can,  in  fome  refpefl, 
turn  a  faint  to  a  devil,  at  leaft  to  aft  the  part  of  one : 
hence  Chrift  fays  to  Peter,  a  faint,  Get  thee  behind  me, 
Satan.  The  godly  man,  out  of  a  miftaken  afFeftion  to 
his  Mafter,  fpoke  the  language  of  Satan :  and  therefore 
received  this  fliarp  reprimand  from  his  Lord.  Ye  need 
not  wonder  at  this,  for  fin  turned  angels  to  devils ;  the 
fin  that  the  angels  did  commit,  prefently  turned  them 
to  devils :  therefore  you  need  not  think  ftrange,  if  fiii 
hath  fuch  z  transforming  power,  as  to  turn  men  and  wo- 
men into  devils. 

9.  Sin  hath  a  weakening  and  wounding  ftrength  ;  it 
weakens  the  hands  even-  of  faints,  that  they  cannot  do 
what  they  wuold,  Rom.  vii.  15.  How  much  more  is  the 
Chriftlefs  finner  under  an  utter  inability  and  incapacity 
to  do  any  good  thing  ?  Nay,  we  are  by  nature  without 
ftrength ;  for  the  ftrength  of  fin  hath  taken  away  the 
ftrength  of  man.  So  weak  by  reafon  of  remaining  fin 
and  corruption  is  the  faint,  that  he  is  not  fufficient  of 
himfelf  to  think  any  thing  as  of  hirafelf,  but  his  fufficiency 
is  of  God,  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  What  then  can  a  Chriftlefs 
finner  do  ?  Let  Arminians,  who  magnify  the  power  of 
nature,  telh  Sin  hath  weakened  our  hands ;  yea,  and 
wounded  us  to  death.     For, 

10.  Sin  hath  a  killing  and  flaying  ftrength;  Sin,  taking 
occajion  by  the  commandment ^  deceived  me^  and  by  itfievf 
niey  Rom.  vii.  11.  Every  fin  we  commit,  is  a  wound 
and  a  ftab  to  our  fouls.  And,  Oh !  my  friends,  we 
have  wounded  ourfelves  with  fin,  and  rendered  our- 
felves  liable  to  eternal  death.  Let  us  not  remain  and 
die  in  our  ivoiinds,  without  fearchiug  atvd  feeking  for 
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recovery,  relief,  and  redrefs.  As  the  fmart  of  a  wound 
fends  us  to  the  furgeon,  may  the  fmart  of  our  fins  fend 
us  to  the  phyfician  of  fouls,  to  Jefus  Chrilh  his  precious 
blood  alone  can  cure  that  deadly  wound.  The  Son  of 
man  is  lifted  up,  like  the  brazen  ferpent  amon;^  the  If- 
raelites,  that  whofoever  look  to  him  may  he  healed  of 
the  deadly  wound.  If  you  fay,  what  warrant  have  I  to 
look  to  him  fur  healing?  Why,  you  need  no  better  than 
his  own  call  and  command,  'Look  to  me,  and  be  faved.* 
But,  will  I  come  fpeed,  and  be  fuccefsful  ?  Yea,  *'  Him 
that  Cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out;"  even  fo, 
him  that  looks  to  me,  I  will  npt  fail  to  fave. 

But,  fay  you,  my  wounds  are  old  and  feltered,  and, 
I  fear,  incurable  ;  I  have  had  them  now  thefe  many 
years  :  If  I  had  come  to  Chrifl  in  time,  perhaps,  he 
.might  have  cured  me  ;  but  now,  I  think,  he  will  not. 

To  this  we  reply ;  It  is,  indeed,  very  dangerous  to 
fight  many  years  under  Satan's  banner,  where  you  fliall 
get.  fear  upn  fear,  and  wound  upon  wound,  to  the 
hazarding  of  your  foul's  cverlafting  death.  The  dan- 
ger is  exceeding  great,  and  it  will  be  a  wonder  of  mer- 
cy, if  Ghrift  undertake  the  cure :  but,  fince  wonders  of 
mercy  are  many  times  performed  by  him,  therefore,  be 
your  wounds  old  or  new,  it  is  all  a  matter  to  him,  and 
to  the  Father's  infinite,  boundlefs,  bottomlefs  mercy  in 
him  ;  and  therefore,  in  a  way  of  looking  to  the  mercy-  ' 
feat,  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Chrifl:,  there  is  yet 
hope  in  Ifrael  concerning  you. — If  you  fay.  Such  is  the 
ftrength  of  fin  that  you  have  been  (peaking  of,  and  the 
ftrength  of  unbelief,  that  I  cannot  come,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve, I  cannot  turn  to  God  in  Ghrift.  Why,  Sirs,  for 
what  end  do  we  point  out  the  ftrength  of  fin  to  you, 
but  that  you  may  lee  your  utter  inability  to  fave  your- 
felves,  and  that  you  may  look  to  him,  in  whom  almigh- 
ty ftrength  is,  for  working  faith,  and  drawing  you  ? 
Therefore,  O  cry  to  him,  and  plead  with  him,  tl;aat  the 
right-hand  of  the  Lord  may  do  valiantly,  in  delivering 
you:  but  reft  not  fatisfied  in  faying  you  cannot  come, 
while  the  matter  is,  you  will  not  come ;  you  have  no 
ftrength,  becaufe  you  have  no  will.  If  you.  were  \N\VCm?,^ 

Vol-  V.  '         f  C  •    "  Wxev.^xV 
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ftrength  is  at  hand ;  the  day  of  your  willingnefs  is  the 
day  of  his  power;  ''  Thy  people  fliall  be  willing  in  the 
day  of  thy  power."  When  the  will  is  gained  to  Chrift, 
the  power  of  C«hnft  hath  been  there,  and  will  be  more 
and  more. — But,  that  you  may  fee  ftill  the  more  needof 
the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  take  a  further  view  of  the  ftrength 
of  fin, 

2(!iyj  In  the  degrees  of  its  ftrength.  And  here  you 
may  confider  the  ftrength  of  fin  in  a  pofitive,  compara. 
live,  and  fuperlative  manner.  ' 

[1.3  Pofitively,  fin  hath  a  manifold  ftrength.  If  we 
look  further  into  the  fcriptural  account  thereof,  you  will 
find,  that, 

1.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  law  ;  hence  called  the 
law  of  fin  and  death,  Rom.  viii.  2.  What  this  law  re- 
quires, that  men  do  by  their  commiflions;  and  what  this 
law  forbids,  that  men  forbear  by  their  omiflions.  And 
what  is  required  by  this  law  I  Even  all  afts  of  enmity 
againft  God.  And,  what  is  forbidden  by  it  ?  Even  aH 
acts  of  duty  towards  God. 

2.  Sin  has  the  ftrength  of  a  king.  Where  there  is  a 
law,  there  is  a  lawgiver,  a  legiflator ;  and  fin  is  both 
law  and  lawgiver,  for  it  reigns  like  a  king  :  hence  fin  is 
faid  to  reign,  Rom.  vi.  12.  *'  Let  not  fin  reign  in  your 
mortal  body»'^ 

3.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  conqueror.  Some  kings 
are  weak  and  impotent,  and  cannot  be  ftiled  conquer- 
ors ;  but  fin  is  both  a  king  and  a  conqueror,  a  viftorious 
conqueror.  All  the  myriads  of  fallen  angels,  that  are 
now  devils;  and  all  the  millions  of  fallen  men  that  have 
been,  and  are  in  the  world,  are  fo  many  black  trophies 
of  the  conqueft  thereof. 

4.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  tower  and  ftrong  hold: 
and  hence  the  weapons  of  the  gofpel-warfare  are  faid  to  be 
mighty  thro*  God,  to  the  pulling  down  thefe  ftrong  holds, 
2  Cor.  X.  4,  5.  And  many  a  pull  do  they  take  before 
they  be  pulled  wholly  down,  even  though  every  pull 
that  does  any  execution,  muft  be  a  pull  of  omnipo- 
tency. 

5.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  an  army.     Sin,  even  in 
belle  vers  J  is  compared  to  an  army,  xYvey  ^"^^  t^vd  to  have 

*^ 
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ill  them  a  company  of  two  armies,  aa  army  of  lufts  and 
an  array  of  graces ;  and  the  former  army  fometimes 
prevails  againll  the  latter.  How  llrong  muft  the  army 
of  hell  be  in  thefe  that  want  grace,  and  have  no  army 
to  oppofe  it  ? 

6.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  mountain,  the  advantage 
of  the  jground,  even  in  the  cliildrcn  of  grace  ;  their 
corruptions,  like  the  Canaanites,  have  pi^fleflion,  old 
poffeflion,  and  they  keep  the  mountain  :  yea,  fm  and 
corruption  themfelveS,  are  compared  to  high  and  (Irong 
inountains,  mountains  of  Bether,  and  hills  of  fepar^tion. 
When  Chrift  comes,  he  is  faid  to  come  flvipping  on  the 
mountains,  and  leaping  over  the  hills.  "  Who  art  thou, 
O  great  mountain  ?  Before  our  Zerubbabel  thou  flialt 
become  a  plain." 

7.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  prifon ;  it  is  a  daik 
prifon,  a  clofe  prifon,  a  ftrong  prifon  :  and  finners  are 
called  prifoners  ;  and  hence  the  work  of  a  Saviour  is 
called  the  opening  of  the  prifon,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i. 

8.  Sin  hath  the  ftrength  of  a  chain.  Of  all  men,  flaves 
are  in  the  worft  circumftances  ;  of  all  flaves,  prifoners 
are  worft ;  and  of  all  prifoners,  tlxsfe  that  are  in  chains 
and  fetters.  Sinners  are  not  only  flaves,  but  prifoners  ; 
not  only  prifoners  but  in  chains  within  their  prifon,.  held 
in  the  bond  of  iniquity,  fliut  up  in  unbelief,  as  in  a  prifon 
and  chain  :  and  fo  ftrait  is  the  chain,  that  their  hands 
are  in  chains,  they  cannot  work ;   their  feet  in  chains, 

"  they  cannot  walk  ;  their  head  chained  down,  that,  they 
cannot  look  up  to  God  for  mercy  ;  their  heart  in  chains, 

.that they  cannot  fo  much  as  defire  the  Lord  Jefus  to  loofc, 
and  fave,  and  deliver  them.     But  then, 

[[2.]  Confider  the  ftrength  of  fm  comparatively,  and 
you  will  find  it  ftronger  than  many  ftrong  things. 

I.  Sin  is  ftronger  than  all  the  children  of  men  ;  for  it 
hath  made  them  all  its  captives;  yea  and  willing  fiibjedlc. 
As  it  is  faid  of  Chrift,  *'  Thy  people  fliall  be  willing  in 
the  day  of  thy  power;"  fo,  fuch  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
that  we  may  fay,  it  hath  made  millions  of  willing  fub- 
je£ls  and  flaves.  to  it  in  the  day  of  its  power  ;   and  the  . 

.  day  of  its  hellifli  power  is  always  till  a  day  ^i  d\vi\\v^     - 
power  come  to  conquer  it. 
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2.  Sin  is  ftronger  tli.m  afiliclion,  n:^  rod  will  drive  it 
away;   Ifa.  xi.  13.  "  The  people  turn  not  to  him  that 

^  i'mites  tnem,  neither  do  they  feek  the  Lord:"  nay,  thejr 
;ire  apt  to  revJc  mure  and  more;  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  **  For  the 
iniquity  of  his  covetoufiiefs  was  I  wroth,  and  fmotehim; 
yet  he  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart.'' 

3.  As  it  is  ftronger  than  affliftion,  fo  it  is  ftronger 
than  convi£lion.  Many  go  to  hell  with  a  bofom-full  of 
c  mviclions  :  and,  does  not  fin  hurry  people  to  run  its 
errands  by  a  multitude  of  wicked  aftions,  and  that  over 
the  belly  of  a  thonfand  conviftion?,  confcience  flying  in 
iheir  face  for  omitting  fach  a  duty,  or  committing  fuch 
a  trel'pafs ;  yet  fin  mailers  it. 

4.  Sin  is  ftronger  than  warnings,  calls,  and  all  exter- 
nal means  ;  for  it  makes  men  flight  all  thefe  as  trifles, 
and  ftand  out  againft  them.  Sin  is  n  ^t  daunted  with  the 
thrcatenings  of  hell  and  wrath ;  ^'  Becaufe  fentence  a- 
p;:iin!l  an  evil  work  is  not  fpeedily  executed,  therefore  the 
heart  of  the  children  of  men  is  fet  in  them  to  do  evil." 
Neither  can  it  be  allured  with  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel; 
''  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?"     Again, 

5.  Sin  is  ftronger  than  refolutions,  vows,  and  promifes. 
Perhaps  you  have  refolved  an  hundred  times,  and  f«- 
lemniy  vowed  againft  fach  fins  ;  but  all  your  vows  and 
re/olutions  have  been  but  like  flax  or  tow  before  the  fire 
ni  a  new  temptation.  Your  legal  weapons  of  warfare 
againft  fin  are  too  w^eak ;  your  leviathan  lufts,  they  but 
laugh  at  the  ftiaking  of  your  fpear.     Again, 

6.  Sin  is  ftronger  than  the  world.  The  fror/ns  and 
flatteries  of  the  world  are  very  ftrong,  very  deceitful 
and  enfnaring;  but  fin  in  the  heart  is  yet  more  ftrong 
;*nJ  deceitful:  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  defperaiely  wicked.^*  Sin  is  ftronger  than  all  the 
o-ood  examples  and  good  education  of  the  world,  let  be 
tjie  evil  things  in  it. 

7.  But  na  wonder  that  it  be  ftronger  than  the  world; 
for  it  is  ftronger  than  the  devil,  the  God  of  this  world. 
The  devil  may  tempt,  but  he  cannot  compel,  as-  fin 
does  ;  he  may  work  upoa  the  fancy,  but  he  cannot 
c  >ni]ner  the  will,   as  fin  does  :  fin  does  all  that  work  to 

hi  J  hand,  and  fo  his  work  is  the  mote  e^%» 
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8.  Sm  is  flronger.  than  death  and  the  grave.  Death 
itfelf  cannot  kill  fin  :  death  hath  deltroyed  millions  of 
millions  of  men  and  women,  but  it  never  deftroyed  one 
fin.  The  power  of  death  is  very  great,  infomuch  that 
none  among  mere  men  could  ever  yet  either  withftand 
the  arrell  of  death,  nor  break  the  prifon  of  death,  which 
is  the  grave  ;  yet  it  is  eafier  to  bring  a  dead  bi:dy  out 
of  the  grave,  and  to  raife  it  to  life ;  than  to  raife  a  dead 
foul  out  of  the  grave  of  fin.  The  dead  bcdies  wiil  net 
refill,  as  the  foul  dead  in  trefpaflcs  will  do.     Yea, 

9.  Sin  is  llronger  than  hell ;  for  all  the  fiames  of  hell 
cannot  burn  out  the  drofs  of  fin  and  corruption  :  all  the 
torments  of  the  damned  will  not  make  them  ccafe  from 
blafpheming  the  name  of  God,  Rev.  xvi.  9.  ii.;  where 
you  may  learn,  that  all  the  torments  of  hell  will  not 
make  a  man  repent,  but  rather  increafe  his  impeniteucy 
and  augment  his  blafphemy.     What  fhall  I  fay  ? 

10.  Sin  is  not  only  llronger  than  the  fufferings  of  hell, 
but  llronger  than  the  fuburbs  of  hcav<;n ;  1  mean,  it  is 
ftronger  than  real  grace,  which  is  the  beginning  of  hea- 
ven. Itjs  not  only  fi:ronger  than  common  grace,  for 
common  grace  can  hardly  ftand  before  a  common  lenip- 
tation ;  but  llronger  than  real  habitual  grace,  Peter 
had  a  large  ilock  of  habitual  grace,  yet  fin  was  llronger, 
and  brought  him  down  to  the  ground  by  a  bafe  denial 
of  his  Lord :  Paul  had  a  great  meafure  of  true  grace, 
and  yet  he  was  led  captive  to  the  law  of  fin  that  was  in 
his  members,  Rom.  vii.  23.  till  a  new  recruit  of  auxilia- 
ry grace  came  from  the  Lord  Jefus  to  him.     Sin  Is  ntt 

^only  llronger  than  the  common  motion?  of  the  Spirit, 
which  men  through  the  power  of  fin  do  refift  every  day  ; 
but  it  is  flronger  than  fpecial  influences,  formerly  receiv- 
ed, till  new  fupplies  of  influences  come  from  the  glori- 
ous Head ;  llronger  than  former  influencec,  till  a  new 
communication  come  ;  llronger  thar  former  communi- 
cations, till  once  a  new  manifefl:ation  come  ;  llronger 
than  former  manifeftations,  till  new  divine  aids  lUll  fuc- 
ceed.  Thus  it  is  llronger  than  the  very  fuburbs  of  hefi- 
ven  ;  and  you  need  not  think  llrange  of  this  :  for,  what 
if  I  Ihall  Cay,  and  prove,  that  fin  is  llronger  than  per- 

C3  \^a.. 
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hSt  holinefs,  and  the  formal  immediate  vifion  of  God 
in  heaven,  when  it  is  p'iflible  for  fin  tu  get  in  its  hand 
there,  as  ycu  know  it  did  once  among  the  glorious  an- 
gels ?  Notwithftanding  of  the  itrong  bulwark  of  per- 
fect holinefs  and  formal  vifion  of  God  that  they  were 
bleffed  with,  fin  brake  in  upon  them,  and  brought  down 
legions  of  them  :  it  overcame  them,  fo  as  now  they  are 
devils,  under  the  rule  and  government  of  fin.  If  fin 
then  brought  devils  and  men  from  their  excellency  while 
they  were  in  their  bell  eftate,  you  need  not  think  ftrange 
that  we  fay  fin  is  fi:ronger  than  that  v^hich  may  be  call- 
ed the  fuburbs  of  heaven;  and  therefore,  little  wonder 
that  you  find  fin  to  be  fo  ftrong,  that  it  is  much  ftronger 
than  your  prayers  and  tears  :  may  be,  for  this  you  be- 
fought  the  Lord  thrice,  as  Paul  did  in  a  like  cafe ;  yea, 
perhaps,  three  hundred  times,  and  yet  the  bow  of  fin 
abides  in  fl:rength.  Alas  !  fin  is  fi:ronger  than  prayers 
and  tears,  ftronger  than  fighs  and  groans  ;  it  is  ftronger 
than  afiliclions  and  enlargements,  ftronger  than  fermons 
and  facramertts.  Oh  !  a  greater  ftrength  than  all  that, 
is  requifi'te  for  pulling  dov/n  the  ftrength  of  fin ;  and  if 
you  get  a  view  of  the  ftrength  of  fin  this  day,  fo,as  to 
be  led  out  of  yourfelf,  and  out  of  your  duties,  and  a 
little  further  than  means  and  ordinances  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  Redeemer,  it  would  be  a  very  good  communion- 
fcrifon. 

[3.]  Confidcr  the  ftrength  of  fin  fnpcrlatively,  or  in 
the  lb]'>erlative  degree.  I  muft  tell  you,  fin  is  not  only 
a  ftrong  thing,  and  ftronger  than  many  things  that  I 
have  named,  but  alio  it  is  the  ftrongeft  thing  in  nature, 
the  ftrongeft  thing  in  hell,  and  the  ftrongeft  thing  oiit 
of  heaven.     Particularly, 

I.  Sin  is  the  ftrongeft  weight  and  burden,  the  ftrong. 
e(l  prcfl^ure  that  ever  was,  the  mcft  burdenfome  thing  in 
the  world ;  for  it  is  a  burden  to  the  great  God  :  No 
wonder  then  that  the  whole  creation  groan  under  the 
burden  of  it ;  for  it  is  a  burden  to  God,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft  :  God  is  faid  to  be  weary  with  it,  fpeak- 
ing  after  the  manner  of  men;  "  Ye  have  wearied  me  with 
your  iniquities,"  Ifa.  xliii.  24.  It  was  a  burden  to  Chrift, 
that  riicidc  bim  Aveat  great  drops  of  blood;  it  is  a  burden 
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to  the  Holy  Gholl,  therefore  called  a  vexhig,  grievhig, 
and  doing  defpite  to  him.  What  a  burden  will  it  be  to 
men  that  die  in  it  ?  And  what  a  burden  do  the  people 
t>f  God  find  it  ?  Nothing  preffes  them  down  fo  much  as 
this  ? 

2.  Sin  is  the  ftrongeil iting,  the  ftrongefc  torment:  it 
is  the  Jling  of  all  ftings,  the  fting  of  forrow,  the  fting  of 
affiiduon^  the  fting  of  defertion,  the  fting  of  death,  as 
here  in  the  context,  Tbe  fting  of  death  is  fin.  The  pains 
of  death  are  nothing  to  the  fting  of  death  :  the  pain  is 
tolerable,  but  the  fting  is  intolerable. 

3.  As  it  is  the  Ihongeft  fting,  fo  it  is  the  ftrongeft 
poiibn :  if  but  a  drop  of  that  poifon  could  poflibly  get 
into  the  nature  of  God,  he  would  ceafe  to  be,  as  I  for- 
merly noticed.  What  a  mighty  poifon  would  it  be, 
that  if  one  drop  of  it  were  call  into  the  ocean,  it  would 
poifon  the  whole  ocean  i  So  it  is  here  ;  and  little  won'- 
der  then,  when  foma  of  this  poifon  entered  the  human 
and  angelical  natures,  it  poifoned  them,  and  turned 
them  to  devils  and  monfters.  There  is  no  antidote  a- 
gainft  it,  but  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

4.  Sin  is  the  ftrongeft  plague  and  difeafe  that  ever  was; 
you  that  know  the  plagues  of  your  own  hearts,  will  know 
this.  Sin  is  the  mother  of  all  maladies  and  foul-difeafcs, 
and  is  a  compound  of  all.  The  worft  fever  in  the  world 
is  the  inflamed  lufts  of  the  fieih ;  the  moft  dangerous 
tympany  is  the  towering  pride  of  the  heart,  and  fwelling 
of  the  vain  mind ;  the  moil  fearful  flux  is  the  bloody 
flux  of  fin  and  corruption.  O  what  divine  power  is  re- 
quifite  for  drying  up  this  bloody  iffue !  What  drcpfy  is  fo 
deadly  as  that  of  drinking  in  iniquity  as  the  ox  drinketh 
water  ?  What  apoplexy  and  pally  is  fo  direful  as  that  by 
which  people  fall  into  mifchief,  and  hinders  all  fpiritual 
breathing  and  motion!  And  what  lethargy  fo  lamentable 
as  that  of  fpiritual  fecurity  and  ftupidity  !  The  world  is 
an  hofpital  of  difeafed  Ibuls.  O  if  the  Phyfician  Jefus 
Chrift  would  come  and  heal ! 

5.  Sin  is  the  ftrongeft  tyrant,  and  the  moft  cruel.  It 
hath  a  tyranny  moft  lawlefs  and  intolerable.  There  is 
not  any  other  oppreffor  but  will  give  fome  reft  fometimej, 
atleall  to  thefe  that  are  under  his  llavery,  ^V  cxw^'^V'^- 

C  4  *  x?>.^'^ 
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raoh  gave  the  Ifraelites  leave  to  refrefh  themfelves  with 
meat,  and  drink,  and  fleep  :  bat  fin  gives  no  reft  to  its 
niiferable  captives  and  Haves ;  for,  whether  they  eat, 
drink  or  fleep,  it  always  exadls  of/  them  the  fervice  of 
fill.  Auguftine  fpeaking  of  the  tyranny  of  fin,  even  over 
the  people  of  God,  "  Many  times,  fays  he,  fin  does  that 
''  when  they  are  fleeping,  that  it  cannot  do  when  they 
*'  are  waking."  And  if  fin  be  fo  tyrannical  towards  the 
chikh'en  of  God,  how  great  is  its  tyranny  towards  its 
ihivcs  ?  Surely  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,  no  refl:  for 
them.  Satan  put  it  in  Judas's  heart  to  betray  Jefus; 
and  behold  he  would  not  let  him  refl:  till  he  had  perform- 
ed iiiat  evil  fuggeftion  :  the  devil  was  fo  ftrift  with  him, 
tiiat  he  would  not  let  him  eat  his  meat,  but  haftened  him 
from  the  table  to  the  treafon.  Thus  Amnon,  being  in- 
ciied  by  his  own  devilifli  lufts  to  defile  his  fifter  Tamar, 
v/as  fo  inwardly  vexed,  that  his  very  flefli  wore  away, 
and  his  mind  had  no  reft  ;  he  could  not  eat,  or  drink,  or 
fleep,  till  he  had  fatisficd  his  luft.  What  an  intolerable 
tyrant  is  the  man's  inordinate  affeflions,  giving  him  no 
reft  day  nor  night !  As  it  is  faid  of  fome,  Prov.  iv.  i6* 
Tbcy  fleep  not,  tj^ccpt  tbty  have  done  mifcbief ;  their  flcep 
is  taken  away,  milefs  they  caufe  fome  to  fall. 

6.  Sin  is  the  flrongeft  witchcraft;  Gal.  iii.  i.  "O  fooliflt 
Galatians,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  fays  the  apoflle,that 
you  flibuld  not  obey  the  truth,  before  whofe,  eyes  Chrift 
hath  been  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among  you?"  Peo- 
ple think  it  a  terrible  thing  to  hear  that  fuch  a  body  is 
bevv^itched  or  polfeft  of  the  devil;  but  I  muft  tell  all  you 
who  will  not  receive  the  gofpel,  you  are  bewitched ; 
fin  hatli  bewitched  you  :  and  to  be  bodily  pofleft  with  a 
legion  of  devils,  is  not  fo  great  a  mifery,  as  to  be  under 
the  power  of  one  fin.  A  man  poffeft  is  an  objcft  of 
pity:  thus  Chrift  pitied  the  man  whofe  name  was  Legion: 
but  fin  makes  a  man  the  objedt  of  Chrift*s  hatred.  When 
God  gave  up  Job's  body  to  the  devil,  why  did  not  the  devil 
take  pofleflion  of  him,  fays  one  of  the  fathers  ?  "  Why, 
**  fays  he,  becaufe,  though  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of 
*'  his  body,  and  made  him  fret  and  tear  himfelf,  it  had 
*'  not  been  his  fin,  but  his  afiliftion  :  whereas,  to  bring 
*"  him  to  fwy  and  curfe  God,  was  the  great  thing  he 
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**  fought  after."  Therefore,  to  be  given  up  to  fin,  is 
a  greater  evil  than  to  be  jx)ireH:..  Ye  that  are  parents, 
and  have  children  whom  you  have  caufe  to  fear  that 
they  are  given  up  to  the  power  of  fin»  know,  it  is  worfe 
than  if  they  were  poffeft  with  the  devil ;  therefore,  fuch 
ihouldcorje  more  earneftly  to  Chrift  with  their  children^ 
than  thefe  in  the  gofpel  that  brought  to  Chrift  their  ghil- 
dren  poffeft  with  devils :  they  are  worfe  than  bewitofced* 

7.  Sin  is  the  ftroiigeft  wafter.  Oh!  how  mightily 
does  fin  wafte  you  !  Sin  waftes  your  foul  and  body  ;  it 
walles  your  time,  and  waftes  your  talents  ;  it  waftes 
your  opportunities,  it  waftes  your  ftrength,  and  waftes 
your  fpirit,  aixl  all  to  no  purpofe.  Oh !  bow  many  wafted 
Sabbaths,  fcrmons,  wafted  communions,  wafted  meals, 
and  wafted  mercies,  all  wafted  and  abufed  by  fin  ! 

8.  Sin  is  the  ftrongeft  death.  Sin  itfelf  is  fpirituaf 
death,  and  fpiritual  death  is  the  moft  ftrong  and  power- 
ful death ;  inafmuch  as  the  foul  is  fuperior  to  the  body» 
fa  much  is  fpiritual  death  more  powerful  and  terrible 
than  temporal  or  bodily  death  ;  and  infomuch  as  the 
caufe  is  more  confiderable  than  the  efteft,  fo  much  is 
fpiritual  death  more  powerful  and  dreadful  than  eternal 
death  :  I  mean,  fin  is  more  dreadful  than  hell  itfelf,  as 
it  is  a  place  of  lormient ;  for,  as  the  ftrongeft  cord  that 
draws  people  to  hell  is  fin ;  fo  the  ftrongeft  flame  to 
torment  the  finner  there-,  is  fin.  The  wrath  of  God 
would  ceafe,  if  fin  did  not  feed  and  increafe  it.  ■»  » 
Thus  much  of  the  ftrcngth  of  fin. 

III.  The  third  thing  here  propofed  was.  To  fliow 
how  the  ftrength  of  fin  difcovers  itfelf.  Here  I  may 
fliow  you,  I.  At  what  fcafons  efpecially  does  the  ftrength 
of  iin  difcover  itfelf.     2.  By  what  efledts. 

i/>.  At  what  feafons  more  efpecially  does  the  ftrength 
of  fia  difcover  itfelf? 

I.  When  men  fliould  be  moft  holy,  fin  readily  difco- 
vers itfelf  to  be  moft  ftrong.  In  the  unregenerate,  fin 
is  equally  ftrong  at  all  times,  but  not  equally  evident. 
Some,  will  fay.  Oh  !  my  heart  is  never  fo  ill  as  on  the 
Sabbath-day :  why,  perhaps  it  is  juft  the  fame  thing  at 
other  tiraes^  onJ/  the  ftrength  of  it  may  \^^  toox^  ^n\- 
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dent  then.  In  the  regenerate,  fin  is  fometimes  fironger, 
fomctimes  weaker;  but  ordinarily  it  difcovers  its  ftrength 
moll  when  they  would  moll  gladly  be  quit  of  it;  "  When 
I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me,"  Rom.  vii.  21. 
It  is  in  this  cafe  many  times, as  with  the  children  of  thefe 
that  obferve  the  worlhip  of  God  daily  in  their  families, 
they  find  the  children  moll  fretful  and  ill-natured  in 
time  of  worftiip,  when  they  ought  to  be  bell.  Perhaps. 
it  may  be  fo,  indeed  ;  and  the  tempter  may  have  a  hand 
ill  it  for  diilurbing  the  worfhip  of  God  :  but,  for  ordi- 
nary, it  is  not  then  that  they  are  word,  but  then  they 
are  mod  noticed. 

1.  Sin  difcovers  its  ftrength  mod,  when  a  heart- 
change  comes  to  be  fought  after.  It  is  eafy  to  wear 
Chrid's  livery  for  a  while,  by  a  fair  profeffion  ;  but 
when  he  comes  to  feek  the  heart,  there  is  no  hearing 
on  that  fide  of  the  head.  People  may  foon  be  induced 
to  give  fome  compliment  to  Chriil,  to  give  him  the  out- 
ward man,  to  give  him  the  hand  :  but  to  give  him  the 
htjfirt,  is  another  matter;  for,  when  it  comes  to  that,  the 
ftrength  of  fin  appears.     And  then, 

3.  When  a  darling  lud  is  demanded,  then  the  ftrength 
of  fin  appears;  for  the  man  will  quit  any  thing  for  Chrift 
but  that.  Naaman  will  part  with  any  thing  fave  a  bow 
in  the  houfe  of  Rimmon  :  the  young  man  in  the  gofpel 
will  hold  on  with  Ghrid,  till  Chrid  touch  him  on  the 
fare,  and  ftrike  upon  his  covetoufnefs ;  then  he  goes  a- 
way  forrowful. 

4.  When  long  cuftom  hath  taken  place,  then  the 
ftrength  of  fin  appears;  for,  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  bis 
colour^  or  the  leopard  bis  Jpots  ?  No  more  can  ye  that  are 
accuftomed  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well.  It  is  hard,  yea, 
extremely  difiicult  to  pull  up  an  old  tree  by  the  roots. 

5.  When  a  time  of  fpiritual  droufinefs  takes  place, 
then  the  ftrength  of  fin  difcovers  itfelf.  Take  the  heart 
while  awake,  and  it  can  then  pray,  and  wait,  and  praife, 
and  worfliip  :  but  let  droufinefs  come  on,  it  cannot 
watch  with  Ghrid  one  hour,  for  all  his  intreaty ;  for 
then  the  eyes  are  heavy ;  then  is  the  hour  and  power  of 
darknefs.  When  the  believer  is  waking  and  watchful, 
believing  and  holy,  then  the  power  of  God  appears  ;   it 
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is  the  hour  of  God*s  power  :  but  when  fpiritual  droufi- 
iiefs  comes  on,  then  the  power  of  fin  appears  ;  the  foul 
cannot  ftir  hand  nor  foot.  ' 

6.  When  a  time  of  temptation  comes,  then  the  ftrength 
of  fin  appears.  The  perfon  will  be  very  meek,  very 
modett,  very  challe,  very  moderate,  very  devout,  and 
very  innocent  like,  when  there  is  no  temptation,  no  op- 
portunity for  fin's  working ;  and  at  fuch  a  time  fin  will 
be  very  filent,  very  quiet,  very  ftill,  and  faft  afleep : 
but  let  a  ilrong  temptation,  and  a  fl.rong  lufl:  meet  to- 
gether, then  the  llrength  of  fin  flirs  up  itfelf.  Sin  is 
like  a  thief,  who  would  feem  to  be  a  very  honeft  man 
till  a  fit  opportunity  come,  and  then  his  hand  falls  to. 
*•  It  is,  as  qTlH  fays,  like  the  fpider,  that  never  appears 
V  out  of  her  hole  till  the  flie  be  intangled  in  her  net ; 
*'  then  fhe  appears,  and  deftroys  the  poor  creature,  and 
*'  carries  it  along  with  her.''  When  temptation  is  at  a 
diftance,  perhaps,  yq^  hope  you  will  withftand  it ;  you 
pray,  and  promife,.  and  what  not  ?  and  fin  lets  you  be 
faying,  and  never  a  word  from  it,  till  the  new  tempta- 
tion comes,  and  then  it  appears  with  new  ftrength. 

7.  When  a  time  of  trial  and  temptation  comes,  fin  ' 
difcovers  its  power.  It  may  be,  you  can  preach  patience 
and  fubmiffion  to  others  in  afflifticn;  but  v;hen  it  comes 
to  your  own  door,  then  you  will  find  the  heart  rebeUing 
againfi:  the  providence,  and  that  it  is  eafier  to  give  an  ad- 
vice than  to  take  it.  The  power  of  enmity  falls  a  v;ork- 
ing,  as  againft  the  precejjtive,  fo  againft  the  providential 
will  of  God. 

8.  When  difficult  duties  are  prcfled,  then  the  ftrength 
of  fin  appears. — When  duties  crofs  to  flefli  and  blood, 
crofs  to  felf  and  felf-righteoufnefs  are  prefled,  what ! 
muft  I  reprove  even  my  fuperiors  and  great  cnes  when 
they  err?  This  fays  fin,  will  expofe  you  to  their  wrath  and 
indignation.  Mufl:  I  prcfefs  Chrift,  even  before  a  wicked 
company?  Nay  fays  fin,  this  will  expofe  you  to  fliame  and 
reproach.  Muft  I  bear  with  injuries  and  affronts  ?  Nay, 
fays  fin,  flefli  and  blood  cannot  bear  with  that.  Muft 
I  deny  my  felf,  and  all  my  beft  duties  and  righteoufnefs? 
Nay,  fays  fin,  this  is  a  hard  faying,  who  can  bear  it  ? 
]May  I  not  hope  that  my  duties  will  pto^l  tcv^  ^^  V^  to.>} 
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acceptance  and  juftificalion  before  God?  No,  no;  the 
heart  calls  out  with  God,  and  fin  Ihows  its  ftrength  in 
ihefe  cafes. — Again,  in  a  time  when  all  diligence  in  duty- 
is  required,  as  well  as  deniednefs  thereunto ;  and  when 
the  law  is  urged  to  be  regarded  as  a  rule  of  obedience, 
as  well  as  renounced  as  a  rule  of  acceptance  :  What ! 
to  be  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord;  to  make  religion  the  conftant  trade;  to 
be  holy  in  duties,  and  holy  in  the  intervals  of  duties :  the 
ftrength  of  fin  here  appears  iu  its  mighty  oppofition  ta 
this  kind  of  life.  A  man  will  be  content  to  pray,  and 
hear,  and  read,  and  fing,  if  he  may  be  allowed  a  latitude 
when  he  is  done ;  but  to  be  always  praying,  always 
watching,  and  always  waiting  on  the  Lord,  the  carnal 
heart  refifts  this  like  death:  it  may  be  reftrained  a  while, 
like  a  ftreani  that  is  dammed  up  for  a  time;  but  it  breaks 
out  with  greater  violence  at  laft. 

9.  When  the  commandment  comes  powerfully,  fin  re- 
vives, and  difcovers  its  power,  Rom.  vii.  9.  The  fpiri- 
tuality  of  the  law,  wakens  up  the  malignity  of  fin. 

10.  In  a  time  when  gofpel-light  fliines  moft  clearly, 
then  the  ftrength  of  fin  apj^ears  moft  evidently.  The 
law  of  works,  and  legal  doftrine  may  be  preached,  and 
yet  the  ftrength  of  fin  never  touched,  never  truly  dif- 
covered ;  yea,  the  legal  heart  may  fall  in  with  the  legal 
ftrain,  and  comply  with  all  the  legal  duties  and  means 
of  life,  and  yet  the  ftrength  of  fin  more  and  more  in- 
creafed,  though  hidden  under  a  legal  covert ;  for,  Tht 
ftrength  offm  />  the  law;  and  therefore  fin  does  not  dif- 
fer with  the  law  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works  :  But,  let 
the  gofpel-light  fliine  clearly,  then  fin  will  difcover  itfelf 
more  evidently,  and  rage  more  defperately,  unlefs  it  be 
conquered  by  gofpel-grace.  Why,  becaufe  though  the 
law  of  works,  or  the  works  of  the  law  and  the  power 
of  fin,  are  no  oppofites,  but  friends  that  live  and  die 
together;  yet  the  gofpel  of  grace,  and  the  power  of  fin, 
are  direfl  oppofites :  for  nothing  in  the  world  can  dc- 
ftroy  the  power  of  fin,  but  the  graces  of  the  gofpel ; 
and  therefore  the  ftrength  of  fin  refifts  the  grace  of  the 
gofpel  with  main  force.  Gofpel-grace  feeks  no  lefs  than 
the  very  life  of  fin  ;  therefore  fin  muft  now  fight  for  its 

Jj/b.     Wonder  not  that  the  wox\d  opi^ofc^  \ii^  ^q^^\1^ 
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much,  in  conjunftion  with  the  god  of  this  Xvorld,  who 
blinds  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not,  &c.  Neither 
wonder  if  fin  appear  very  ftrong,  where  the  gofpel  fliines 
very  clear;  or  if  there  be  the  greateft  oppofition,  where 
there  is  the  cleareft  light.  Men  naturally  underhand 
foraething  of  the  law,  that  fays,  Do^  and  live ;  work, 
and  get  your  wages :  and  this  natural  underftanding  is 
what  men  pride  themfelves  in,  fo  as  in  tlie  pride  of  their 
heart  th6y  rejefl  the  gofpel,  which  is  wholly  fupernatu* 
ral  and  divine,  and  wherein  Chrift  is  fet  up  as  the  only 
Potentate  that  can  demolifli  the  ftrength  of  fin,  by  exe* 
cuting  his  faving  offices  in  us.  But,  behold,  pride  of 
wifdom  oppofes  him  as  a  Prophet,  and  fo  man's  folly  is 
increafed ;  pride  of  righteoufnefs  oppofes  him  in  hrs 
prieftly  office^  and  fo  the  guilt  of  fin  is  increafed  ;  pride 
of  ftrength  oppofes  him  as  to  his  kingly  office,  and  fo 
the  power  of  fin  is  increafed  :  and  thus,  through  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief,  they  depart  from  the  living  God.  The 
gofpel  fets  up  Chrift  againft  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and 
therefore  the  ftrength  of  fin  appears  in  arms  againft  the 
gofpel.—- Thus  you  fee  at  what  feafons,  and  on  what  oc- 
cafion,  efpecially,  the  ftrength  of  fin  appears. 

2rf/jy,  By  what  efiefts  does  the  ftrength  of  fin  difcover 
itfelf  ?  I  am  not  here  to  run  through  all  the  fad  efFedts 
of  fin  :  otherwife  I  might  fliow  how  it  brought  angels 
out  of  heaven,  and  Adam  out  of  Paradife ;  how  it 
brought  fire  and  brimftone  upon  Sodom,  and  a  deluge 
of  water  on  the  old  world ;  and  what  confufion,  cala- 
mity, and  mifery  it  hath  brought  into  the  world  ;  what 
temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  judgments  it  brings  ont 
thefe  are  common  topics,  and  too  large  a  field  for  mt 
now  to  infift  upon ;  therefore  I  confine  myfelf  to  that 
effedl  of  fin  that  the  text  and  context  leads  me  to. 
Know  then,  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  appears  in  the  Sting 
of  it,  and  the  fting  of  death  is  fin :  there  is  the  great 
difcovery  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  makes  of  itfelf. 

And  there  are  two  deaths  I  would  here  fpeak  a  little 
of,  as  the  greateft  difcoveries  of  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
namely,  i.  The  death  of  the  finner.  2.  The  death  of 
the  Saviour.  Both  thefe  deaths  difcover  the  powerful 
ftincf  and  ipighty  (Irength  of  fin. 
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[i.]  The  death  of  the  fiiiner  difcovers  the  ftrength  of 
fm  ;  for.  The  nvages  of  fin  is  death.  And  here,  firft,  Sin- 
ning angels  were  ihing  to  death  by  their  fin ;  and  hence 
we  are  told,  Jude  6.  "  That  the  angels  that  kept  not 
their  firft  eftate,  but  left  their  own  habitation,  are  refer- 
ved  in  everlafting  chains  und^  darknefs,  unto  the  judg- 
ment of  the  great  day."  And  next,  finning  man  was 
(lung  to  death  ;  By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  Huorldj 
and  death  by  fin  ;  and  fo  death  paffed  upon  all  men^  for 
that  all  have  finned^  Rom.  v.  12,  The  death  of  the  fia- 
ncr,  whereof  death  is  the  fling  and  fl^rength,  is  three- 
fold, namely,  external,  internal,  and  eternal :  external 
relates  to  the  body,  internal  relates  to  the  foul,  and  e- 
ternal  relates  to  the  foul  and  body  for  ever. — ^Death  ex- 
ternal, or  of  the  body  and  outward  man,  includes  not 
only  the  feparation  of  foul  and  body,  to  the  privation  of 
bodily  life  ;  but  alfo  all  the  pains  and  ficknefs,  public 
calamities,  perfonalmiferies,  and  grievous  difeafes  that 
do  attend  a  prefent  life,  or  are  the  forerunners  and  at- 
tendants of  dfath  :  all  which  are  parts  of  this  fting  and 
llrength  of  fin. — Death  internal,  includes  foul-defile- 
ment and  pollution ;  foul-debafement  and  degradation 
to  the  rank  of  beafts ;  foul-diilurbance,  diforder,  and 
confufion ;  foul-feparation  from  God,  and  alienation 
from  the  life  of  God  ;  the  life  of  God  being  gone,  and 
the  candle  of  the  Lord  put  out,  fo  as  nothing  remains 
but  the  darknefs  of  death  and  hell.  Oh  !  how  great  a 
lofs  is  the  lofs  of  God,  the  lofs  of  his  favour,  his  image, 
his  fellowfhip,  andfweet  communion  with  him  !  AH  the 
life  of  the  carnal  man,  who  is  but  dead  while  he  lives, 
is  at  beft  (inllead  of  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  are  part  of  the  fpiritual  life)  no- 
thing  but  a  little  while's  eating,  and  drinking,  and  play- 
ing, and  laughing,  and  living  in  filthinefs,  and  enjoying 
no  better  pleafure  than  brute  beads  ;  but  fo  much  the 
worfe,  that,  having  an  immortal  foul,  the  iffue  is  terri- 
ble, nothing  remaining  but  torment  and  terror  of  mind 
and  confcience  whenever  it  begins  to  awaken. — ^Death 
eternal,  includes  everlafting  feparation  from  the  prefence 
of  God  :  indeed,  the  former  deaths  were  not  fo  terrible 
to  the  Gnner,  if  there  were  not  two  fad  words  and  fadder 
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things  following  thereupon,  namely,  judgment  and  eter- 
nity, that  tread  upon  the  heels  of  death  ;  for,  whenever 
the  foul  is  feparate  from  the  body,  it  rauft  fee  tlie  things 
it  would  never  believe,  nor  ferioully  think  upon,  that  ve- 
rily there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth  ;  and  that, 
dying  in  fm,  and  out  of  Chrift,  it  muft  receive  from 
that  juft  Judge  a  fentence  of  excommunication  from  the 
glorious  and  joyful  prefence  of  God,  and  that  for  ever 
and  ever  ;   befides  the  fuffering  of  everlafting  torment, 

as  the  due  demerit  of  fin. Thus,  in  the  death  of  the 

finner,  the  llrength  of  fm  is  difcovered.  But  more 
efpecially, 

[2.]  The  death  of  the  Saviour  Ihews  forth  the  ftrength 
of  fin  above  all  other  things ;  for  fin  was  the  caufe  of 
it,  and  the  very  fting  by  which  he  fufFered  unto  death. 
Every  life,  whether  it  be  the  life  of  beaft,  the  life  of 
men,  the  life  of  angels,  or  the  life  of  God,  hath  an  ex- 
cellency according  to  its  kind  ;  and  the  more  excellent 
the  life  is,  the  more  powerful,  terrible,  and  hurtful  is 
the  caufe  of  the  privation  thereof.  '*  The  life  of  a  flie, 
**  fays  Auguftine,  is  more  excellent  than  the  fun ;  be- 
"  oaufe  the  fun,  though  an  excellent  preature,  hath 
**  not  life  ;  but  the  flie,  though  little,  yet  it  hath  life  : 
**  it  fhows  the  excellency  of  God  to  make  fuch  a  living 
**  creature."  But  if  the  life  of  a  beaft,  or  infedl,  be 
fo  excellent,  how  much  more  the  life  of  a  man  !  And 
if  the  life  of  a  man,  or  an  angel,  be  excellent,  what  in- 
finite excellency  is  there  in  the  life  of  God  !  Now,  the 
principal  excellency  of  the  life  of  man  lay  at  firft  in  this, 
that  he  was  in  the  image  of  God;  and  how  terrible  is  that 
fting  of  fin,  that  could  deprive  man  of  that  excellent 
life,  fo  as  to  ftrike  at  God's  image  in  man,  both  to  de- 
face and  deftroy  it !  But  if  fin  ftrike  at  God  himfelf,  and 
aim  at  the  higheft  life,  even  the  life  of  God  ;  and  if  the 
ftroak  reach  fo  far,  as  to  kill  and  take  away  the  life  of 
that  perfon  who  was  God  as  well  as  man;  then  we  may 
fee  and  conclude,  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  inconceiv- 
ably more  great  and  terrible  than  it  can  be  feen  to  be 
in  any  other  glafs.  But  fo  it  is,  though  God  cannot 
die,  and  though  the  divine  nature  of  Chrift  could  not 
be  touched  with  tha  fting,  yet  he,  \v\vo  w^^  Cjq^-^"«^ 
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in  one  perfon,  was  preffed  down  to  death  with  the 
ftrengtii,  and  wounded  even  to  death  with  the  fling  of 
fm.  And  this  one  thing  makes  a  greater  difcovery  of 
the  ftrength  of  fin,  than  all  the  torments  of  the  damned 
to  eternity  can-do.  In  the  red  glafs  of  the  fufferings  of 
Chrifl  you  may  fee  more  of  the  power  and  ftrength  of 
lin,  than  if  God  Ihould  let  you  down  to  hell,  and  make 
you  fee  all  the  tortures  and  torments  of  the  damned. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  your  having  a  clearer  in  fight  in- 
to the  ftrength  of  fin,  O  Sirs,  look  to  a  crucified  Ghrift : 
look  upon  his  agony  and  crofs,  when  he  was  wounded 
for  our  fin.  O  fee  the  fting  of  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  it, 
when  it  made  the  Son  of  God  to  fay,  My  foul  is  exceed- 
ing for  rowful^  even  unto  deaths  Mat.  xxvi.  38.  There 
the  fting  waS  fticking  in  his  foul,  while  he  was  under  the 
apprehcnfion  of  God's  wrath,  and  was  about  to  bear  the 
wrath  that  fin  deferved.  Perhaps,  upon  the  fight  of  fin, 
you  content  yourfelf  with  fome  little  flight  forrow,  faying, 
I  am  forry  for  it ;  Lord  have  mercy  on  me ;  and  fo  it 
}>afles  away  :  but  when  the  weight  of  fin  was  lying  on 
Chrift's  back,  it  made  his  foul  forrowful,  compaffed  about 
with  forrow,  and  forrowful  even  unto  death,  and  that  for 
our  fins.  See  the  ftrength  of  fin  in  the  fufferings  of  Ghrift, 
expreffed  alfo  in  that  word,  Mark  xiv.  33.  He  began  to 
he  fore  amazed^  and  to  be  very  heavy  :  amazed  at  the 
dreadfulnefs  of  that  cup  of  wrath  for  fin,  which  he,  as 
Surety,  behoved  to  drink.  He  knew  very  well,  and 
underftood  perfedtly,  what  that  wrath  of  God  was  ;  and 
this  made  him  ftand  amazed.  Many  hear  of  God*s 
wro*^H,  but  are  never  amazed  at  it,  never  afFeftcd  with 
it,  ay  all  Ghriftlefs  finners  ought  to  be:  but,  alas  !  they 
do  not  underftand  it,  they  do  not  know  what  it  is  for  a 
creature  to  ftand  bef)re  the  wrath  of  an  infinite  Deity ; 
they  know  not  the  power  of  his  wrath,  therefore  they 
are  not  amazed.  Ghrift  faw  to  the  bottom  of  that  cup, 
and  to  the  dregs  thereof;  and  when  he  was  to  drink  it, 
he  ftood  amazed  :  how  great  then  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
that  procured  this  amazement  of  the  Son  of  God  ! — See 
again  the  ftrength  of  fin  in  Ghrift's  fuiferings  for  it, 
while  it  is  faid,  he  was  in  an  agony,  Luke  xxii.  44. ; 
that  is,  as  it  were,  in  a  cohbxt  •,  \iv  combat  with  the 
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infinite  juftice  and  wrath  of  God,   and  with  the  dread- 
ful threatenings  and  curfc  of  the  law,   that  fin  brought 
upon  him,  when  he   flood   our  Surety.     How  great  is 
the  ftrength  of  fin,  that  put  the  Son  of  God,  the  Strength 
of  Ifrael,  the  Captain  of  falvation,  into  fiich  an  agony  ! 
— Agaiii,  it  is  faid,  Mark  xiv.  35.  that  he  fell  down  to 
the  ground;  and  Mat.  xxvi.  39.  that  he  fell  onliis  face: 
Alas  !  Sirs,  when  he,  that  upholds  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  by  his  power,  fell  j^ro veiling  on  the  eartli,  when 
the  weight  and  burden  of  fin  was  upon  him;  how  flrong 
muft  fin  be  !     Chrlft  fell  upvon  his  face,   and  fell  to  the 
ground ;  furely  that  weight,  that  made  Chrift  fall  to  tlie 
ground,   would  have  prcffed  all  the  angels  of  heaven, 
and  men  on  earth  to  the  bottomlefs  gulf  of  defpair.     If 
all  the  ilrength  of  all  the  men  that  ever  were  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,   and  of  all  the  angels  in  hedvcn 
were  put  into  one,    and  that  perfon  had  the   weight 
upon  him  that  Chrifl:  had,    it  would  make  him  fink 
to   the  lowed  hell,  and  ly  there   for  ever..    If  Chrifl; 
had  not   been  God,   as  well  as  man,   he  could  never 
have   borne  it,   but   would  have   funk  down  eternally : 
but   though  he  was  God  as  well  as  man,  yet  fuch  was 
the  ftrength  of  fin,  that  under  its  burden  he  funk  down 
to  the  ground. — Again,  the  firen^h  of  it  appears,   in 
that  it  made  him  to  fvveat  great  ^rops  of  blood,-  Luke 
^xiii.  44.     The  word  fignifies   great  clots   of  blocd  ; 
^lood   thickened  into  clots.     Never  was  there   fuch  a 
Veat,  and  that  upon  the  cold  ground,  in  a  cold  winter- 
light,   and  nothing  elfe  upon  him  to  make  him  fweat 
3ut  the  burden  of  fin,   and  the  weight  of  wrath  that  it 
wrought  upon  him. — But  again,  how  does  the  ftrength 
)f   fin  appear,   in  his  crying  under  this  weight.   Father^ 
'f  it  be  pojftble^  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  P    And  thus  he 
:ried  three  times.     Why,  this  was  the  very  end  for 
^hich  he  came  to  the  world,  to  drink  that  cup;  and  he 
knew  that  the  falvation  of  an  eleft  world  of  poor  finners 
depended  upon  his  drinking  of  it:  and,  was  he  now  un- 
willing?  No,  by  no  means:  bat  knowing  the  dreadful- 
nefs  of  it,  when  it  was  put  to  his  head,  he  put  it  away, 
as  it  were,  faying.   Father^   if  it  be  pojfihle^  let  this  cttp 
pafs  from  me :  hut  now  he  Zees,  if  be  dnY\VL\\.  wcA.^  tiW 
Vol.  V.  t  D  ^^^ 
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the  children  of  men  niuft  eternally  periQi ;  therefore,  li: 
put  it  to  his  mouth  again  the  fccond  time;  bat  knowinj 
the  drcadfulnefs  of  it,  hi  takes  it  away  again,  and  cries, 
"  Father,  if  it  be  poflihle,  let  it  pafs  away  from  me." 
Bat,  bccaufe  he  could  not  fee  fo  many  thoufands  cf 
poor  fmners  perilli  eternally,  he  put  it  to  his  mouth  a- 
gain,  the  third  time  ;  and  yet,  beholding  the  dreadful- 
nefs  of  it,  he  put  it  away  again,  faying,  *'  Father,  if  it  be 
pnllible,  let  this  cup  pafs."  But,  after  all,  his  infinite  love 
overcame  his  dreadful  amazement ;  and  away  he  goes 
to  the  crofs,  to  drink  that  bitter  cup  of  vengeance  to  the 
bottom :  and  while  he  was  drinking  it,  he  cries  out  with 
a  more  bitter  crv"  than  ever.  My  GqcI-^  my  God^  vjhy  baft 
thoH  forfiiken  me?  This  was  fuch  a  cry  from  the  Soncf 
Ood<  the  Son  of  his  eternal  love,  that  heaven  was  not 
able  to  bear  it  w^ithout  bliifhing,  nor  the  earth  to  bear 
it  without  trembling:  therefore,  as  the  fun  withdrew  his 
light,  and  became  dark  and  black  at  the  fight  ;  fo  the 
earth  fliook,  the  rocks  clave,  and  the  vail  of  the  temple 
v/as  rent  in  twain,  fron>  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Mean 
time,  the  fting  went  to  his  heart,  and  flabbtd  him  ta 
death  ;  and  all  this  was  done,  that  the  fling  of  death, 
v/hich  is  fm,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin,  v/liijh  is  the  lavi', 
might  be  vanquiflied  by  him,  and  that  poor  finneri 
might  be  vidlorious  through  him. 

However,  the  more  we  view  here  the  firength  of  fin, 
the  more  fweet  will  be  the  fong  of  vi£lory.  Dwell  a 
little  further  upon  this  then  :  Chrifl  is  the  Strength  of 
Ifrael  ;  but  never  was  the  Strength  cf  Ifrael  tried  fo 
much  as  by  the  ftrength  of  fin,  when  he  had  that  to  deal 
with,  and  when  by  the  fm  of  man  he  was  made  a  curfe, 
Gal.  iii.  13.  What  made  tlie  death  ar.d  fufferings  cf 
ChriJl  fo  dreadful  to  him,  even  before  he  fuflFered? 
Let  me  aflc  here  four  queflions. 

I.  Did  not  Ghrift  perfe6lly  know  all  that  he  was  to 
fafFcr,  long  before  he  fufiered  ?  Wliat  made  it  then  fo 
dreadful  when  he  expefted  it  ?  Had  he  any  fin  of  his 
own,  tD  weaken  him,  or  take  away  his  ftrength?  No; 
he  had  none,  but  by  imputation.  Had  he  any  impati- 
ence? No;  his  patience  was  abfolutely  perfeft.  What 
then  v.as  the  matter  ?    Weakncfs  of  patience  makes  us 
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cry ;  but  Chrifl:  cried  not  from  want  of  the  (Iren.-^th  cf 
patience,  but  from  the  fcelinj^  of  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
the  whole  power  and  force  of  the  fiery  law. 

2.  Was  not  Chrifl  the  Captain  of  all  that  were  to 
fufFer  afterwards?  How  came  the  martyrs  cm  fuffcr  with 
joy,  and  yet  the  Captain  to  fall  t(j  the  gruund,  and  cry 
out  of  exceeding  forrow  ?  Was  it  not  thro'  the  Ihength 
of  Chriil,  that  all  that  ever  did  fufler,.  were  enabled  to 
fufFer  for  his  name  what  tht^y  did?  Yea,  but  the  matter 
was,  he  had  fjme  (ither  thing  to  fufler  than  they  had; 
'he  had  even  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  Ilrength  cf  fni  to 
grapple  with,  which  they  had  nothing  to  do  with,  he 
liaving  thus  taken  it  away. 

3.  Did  not  Chrift  know  what  infinite  good  his  fafler- 
ing  would  do,  that  he  was  to  fave  f )  many  thoufands 
of  thoufands  of  fiuners,  and  that  thus  he  was  to  rccon- 
cile  God  and  man  to  glorify  his  Father,  and  to  do  the 
greateft  work  for  God  that  ever  was  dune,  and  to  bring 
in  a  tribute  of  eternal  praife  from  men  and  angels  ? 
And  did  he  not  know,  that  though  his  fufFerings  were 
extreme,  yet'  they  were  to  lafl  but  a  few  hours,  and 
then  he  was  to  be  glorified  ?  Why  then  was  his  fuffer- 
ing  fo  dreadful  to  him  ?  Why,  becaufe  then  the  whole 
llrength  of  fin  was  prefiing  him,  the  whole  ftrength  of  a 
broken  law. 

4.  Had  n'^t  Chrifl:  the  ftrength  of  an  infinit.e  Deity  to 
fiipport  him  ?  the  divine  nature  to  fupport  the  human  ? 
Was  there  not  a  perfonal  union  betwixt  the  divine  and 
human  nature  at  that  time  ?  Was  he  not  God-man  in 
one  perfon  ?     Yea,  why  then  was  his  fuflering  fo  dread- 

•  ful  to  him  ?  Why,  the  ftrength  of  fin  lighted  on  him 
.with  its  whole  weight,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  brought 
on  him  the  ftrength  of  the  law,  the  ftrength  of  the  bro- 
ken law  brought  on  him  the  ftrength  of  offended  juftice, 
the  ftrength  of  infinite  juftice,  brought  on  him  the 
ftrength  of  infinite  wrath  and  vengeance  for  fin  ;  and 
therefore,  though  his  ftrength  was  the  ftrength  of  G(id, 
he  behoved  to  cry  and  roar,  and  die  under  the  ftrength 
offin. 

O  my  dear  friends,  you  cannct  conceive  how  infinite 
wifdom,  though  inventing  tk  v/ay  from  all  etttmY^^^ 

D2.  ^\^- 
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dif:'.)ver  the  flreiv^th  and  dreadfulnefs  of  fm,  could  do 
it  lo  much  to  the  life,  as  it  is  difcovered  in  the  death 
and  fiiffcrings  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  ever  you  fee  the 
evil  and  ftrengtii  of  fin  here,   you  will  fee  it  to  be  fm 

indeed. 

IV.  The  Fourth  head  propofed  was,  to  (how  whence 
the  llren^'tli  of  fui  conies,  and  wh::ve  it  lies.  I  fl>all  very 
Jhoitly  fj)eak  to  this,  in  theie  four  particulars. 

r.  As  the  ilrengtii  of  a  tree  lies  ia  the  root  of  it,  and 
the  llrength  of  the  water  lies  in  the  fountain  ;  fo  the 
ilreiigth  of  fm  lies  in  the  root  and  fountain  of  fin,  wx. 
Tiie  original  violation  of  the  covenant  of  works,  by  our 
iirR  parents;  the  righteous  imputation  of  that  guilt  un- 
to us  ;  and  the  total  depravation  of  our  nature,  iifaing 
IVom  thcncp,  and  called,  A  bcdy  cffm  ami  death.  Hence^ 
Tio  loTs  power  can  deftroy  the  ilrength  of  fin,  than  that 
jMovvcr  tliat  can  pull  up  the  root^  and  dry  up  the  foun- 
tain of  fin. 

2.  As  the  flrength  of  an  army  lies  much  in  their  ge- 
neral ;  fo  the  flrength  of  fin  and  lulls  lies  in  their  com- 
mander the  devil.  I  faid  before,  that  fin  is  llronger 
than  the  devil ;  and  yet  the  devil  may  be  faid  to  be  the 
llrength  of  fin,  as  a  general  or  commander  is  the 
llrength  of  an  army ;  for,  though  the  army  may  be 
ilronger  than  the  general  that  commands  it,  yet  his  {kill 
and  management  may  be  the  principal  caufe  of  their 
vidlorious  power,  while  his  leading  and  diretling  them 
gives  them  great  advantage  againll  their  enemies.  Thus 
the  devil  is  the  commander  in  fin's  army,  and  the  great 
quartcr-mafler  that  fills  the  finner's  heart,  as  it  is  faid  of 
Ananias,  -  A6ls  v.  3.  ''  Why  hath  Satan  filled  thine  heart 
to  lye  to  the  Holy  GlioR  V  It  is  the  devil  that  fills  the 
hearts  of  people  to  lye,  and  drink,  and  fwear,  and  do 
other  afts  of  wickednefs;  for,  he  rules  in  the  children  of 
difobedience,  Eph.  ii.  2.  and  the  god  of  this  world  blinds 
the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not;  and  fo  holds  them 
under  the  flrength  of  fin,  in  chains  of  darknefs  and  igno- 
rance. No  lefs  power,  then,  can  fubdue  the  ftrengtii 
of  fin,  than  that  power  that  can  defiroy  the  devil  and 
hts  works. 
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3.  As  the  ftrength  of  Sanifun  lay  in  liis  locks,  and  ibe  ^ 
ftrength  of  a  fociety  lies  in  their  unity,  or  tlic  llrcn^;th 
of  a  company  lies  in  their  conjundlion  ;  fo  the  ilren;^t.h 
of  fm  lies  in  its  union  with  the  finner,  and  in  its  ccn- 
jandlion  with  and  relation  to  him  :  the  ftrength  of  f.nfr.l 
laits  lies  in  their  onenefs  with,  and  relation  to  ourfclves. 
And  for  a  man  to  deftroy  his  lulls,  is  to  deny  himfelf : 
they  are  fuch  a  part  of  a  man's  felf,  that  they  fccm  to 
be  the  beft  part,  and  the  nioft  powerful  part  of  himfclf ; 
his  right-hand,  his  right-eye, his  moft  ufeful  and  power- 
ful members;  Mortify  tber.'fore  your  nembcvs  that  art 
upon  ibe  earthy  Col.  iii.  5.  The  power  then  tliJt  can 
dellnjy  the  power  and  ftrength  of  fin,  is  fuch  as  can  pull 
Uown  lelf^  and  all  the  membcris  of  it,  and  div^ide  t?ne 
member  from  another.  The  power  that  is  necelTary  f  t 
deftroying  lin,  is  that  divine  pawer  l!?at  can  divide  and 
feparat-e  a  man  from  himfelf,  and  even  dcftroy  nature 
itfclf  by  a  new  creation, 

4.  As  the  ftrength  (;f  a  kingdom  Ties  in  the  conftituti- 
on  and  government  thereof;  fo  the  ftrength  of  fm  lies  in 
the  law  of  works:  The  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  A/w.  NoU% 
to  fliew  how  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  is  the  fubjeft 
of  the  next  do6irine,  which  I  defign  to  treat  of  alter- 
wards.  In  a  v/ord,  as  the  command  of  the  law  irritates 
iin,  and  gives  it  a  commanding  power  over  the  finner; 
and  as  the  threatening  of  the  law  curfes  fm,  and  gives 
it  a  condemning  power  over  the  finner;  fo  the  power 
alone  that  can  bring  down  the  ftrength  of  fin,  muR  be 
fuch  as  can  give  full  fatisfaftion  both  to  the  precept  and 
penalty  of  the  law  of  works.  And  wliereas  fin  dravv's  its 
commanding  ftrength  from  the  violated  precept,  and  ils 
condemning  ftrength  from  the  incurred  fandVion  of  the 
law,  and  yet  the  precept  of  the  law  derives  its  ftrength 
from  the  holin^efs  of  God,  and  the  fanftion  of  the  Ja\7 
derives  its  ftrength  from  the  juftice  of  God  ;  therefore, 
the  power  that  can  vanquifh  fin,  muft  be  fuch  as  c^in 
give  infinite  holinefe  all  the  obedience  it  Commands  in 
the  precept,  and  infinite  juftice  all  the  fatisfa'Sticn  it  de- 
mands in  the  threatening  of  the  law  :  confeqacntly  \v) 
raan  is  freed  from  the  power,  ftrength,   and  dominion 
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of  fin,  till  he  be  unbottome  J  from  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  united  to  Chrift  the  fecond  Adam,  and  invell- 
cJ  with  his  everlafling  law-biding  righteoufnels. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  was,  to  make  feme  ap-. 
plication  of  this  dcdtrinc.  Is  it  io^  that  fin  is  luch  a 
Irrong  and  powerful  tiling  as  I  have  Hiown  ?  Then 
h.nce  we  may  learn, 

I.  That  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  be  delivered  from  the 
power  and  llrength  of  fin.     Let  Arminians  magnify  the 
j)ovvcr  of  man's  nature  and  free-will  as  they  pleafe;  yet 
let  us  hence  fee  the  need  of  the  pov;er  of  Gtd,  and  mag- 
iiify  the  power  of  foverei;;n  grace.     If  any  man   think 
fo  proudly  of  hinifcif,  that  he  can,   at  Lis  own  will  and 
plcafare,  deliver  himfclf  from  the  bondage  of  corruption, 
lie  is  both  ignorant  cf  the  llrength  of  fin,  declaring  him- 
fclf to  be  under  the  power  of  it,  and  running  on  in  die 
v/ay  to  his  own  eternal  ruin  ;   yea,  by  fucli  a  conceit  as 
this,  fm  gathers  more  and  more  llrength,   and  holds  fin- 
ners  lb  much  the  fader  under  its  power ;    for  thus  they 
are  hardened  in  a  continuance  in  that  ccurfe  which  they 
fancy  they    can  reform  when    they  will;    and  hence, 
though  their  time  of  returning  to  God  is  filways,   even 
when  they  will  ;  yet  that  time  never  comes.     To  will 
is  prefent  with  a  child  of  God  many  times,  Rom.  vii.  i8. 
v/hen  he  finds  an  oppofing  power  of    fin  withftanding 
liim  :    but  a  prefent  will  to  come  to  Chrill,  and  forfake 
all  fin,   is  never  prefent  Vw'itli  a  natural  man.     A  future 
will  he   may  have,   thinking  that  after  fuch  or   fuch  a 
time  he  will  repent,   and  refi  rm,  and  come  to   Chrift; 
but  that  future  will  is  a  prefent  nill   and  denial.     The 
llren[  til  of   fin  remains   in  the  w^ill,    and  will  remain 
there,  unlefs  a  day  of  power  ccme  to  make  him  will- 
ing. 

z.  If  fin  hath  fuch  a  fl;rength,  then  fee  the  miferaWe 
thraldom  of  Chriftlefs  finners;  they  are  flaves  to  the  bafeil 
mafier  in  the  world,  namely,  fin  :  and  if  they  live  and 
die  in  that  flavery,  they  are  to  have  the  fearfullefl  wages, 
and  that  is  death.  As  nothing  is  more  bafe  than  fin,  fo  no- 
thing Is  more  bitter  than  death.  You  have  heard  of  the 
mifcrv  of  p-alley-flaves  amon-rtheTurkSjV/ho  ufc  to  chain 
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them  to  their  feats,  and  fcourge  them  cruelly  with  rods; 
how  fvvcet  is  it  to  be  delivered  fnim    fuch  bondage  ! 
But,  alas  !  what  is  u  Turk  to  a  devil?    V/hat  is  the  la- 
bour of  oars  to  the  fervice  cf  fin,   and  tlie  torments   of 
hell  ? 

3.  If  fin  liath  fuch  a  ttrength,  then  fee  the  neceflity  cf 
regeneration,  and  the  pov/er  of  grace  to  break  the  power 
cf  fin.  It  was  the  fpeech  of  one  to  a  fldlful  philofupher, 
that  upon  the  calculation  of  his  nativity,  had  foretold 
hira  fome  Ipccialities  concerning  his  future  ilate  :  he 
anfwered  in  this  manner,  "  Such,  perhaps,  I  was  bom 
^'  at  firll ;  but,  fince  that  time,  I  have  been  tK)rn  again  ; 
**  and  my  fecond  nativity  hath  croft  my  firlt."  Some 
will  excufe  their  fin  from  their  birth,  and  excufc  their 
wickednefs  by  their  natural  inclination,  faying,  I  am 
born  choleric,  1  am  born  covetous,  1  am  born  amo- 
rous, or  bora  thus  and  thus  vicious:  v/hy,  indeed  the 
power  cf  nature  is  a  plaufible  plea  for  thefe  that  acknow- 
ledge no  power  above  nature;  but  for  a  profefled  Chrif- 
tian  to  excufe  his  fin  from  his  nature;  is  an  apology 
woric  than  the  fault ;  fur,  wherefore  ferves  the  power 
of  godlinefs,  but  to  fubdue  the  power  of  fin,  and  to 
g(jvern  nature  ?  We  arc  fo  far  Ghrittians,  indeed,  as 
we  have  the  power  and  government  over  ourfelves  by 
the  pow-er  of  regenerating  grace ;  and  religion,  without 
this,  is  nothing  but  form  and  fpeculation* 

4.  If  fin  be  fo  ftrong,  then  converfion  is  a  miracle, 
an  inward  miracle.  Outward  miracles  cannot  convert 
a  man,  where  there  is  no  inward  pov/cr  accompanying 
thexu.  Ten  miraculous  plagues  could  not  convert  Pha- 
raoh ;  the  thunder,  and  hail,  and  fn)gs,  and  flics,  and 
lice,  and  locufts,  were  deliroying  the  land  of  Egypt; 
but  could  not  dcfl:roy  Pharaoh's  pride  and  obftinacy  : 
nor  could  all  the  miracles  that  Ghrill  wrought,  deftroy 
the  Pharifees  pride  and  infidelity.  And  do  we  not  daily 
fee,  from  fad  experience,  how  the  ftrength  of  fin  makes 
men  break  through  the  thoufands  of  means,  that  might 
be  thought  would  be  efFeAual  to  converfion,.  fuch  as 
vows,  promifes,  mercies,  crofl'es,  ficknefs,  conviflions, 
terrors,  fermons,  warnings,  challenges  ;  yea,  and  break 
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through  tliem  all  into  hell  ?  It  is  fome  internal  miracle 
oiily  that  will  do  the  buliiiels;  and,  indeed,  theftrenglh 
of  God  is  in  nothing  more  known,  than  in  fulxluing  the 
llrength  of  fin,  which  rcv]uires  the  exceeding  greatnefs 
of  hij  power,  Eph.  i.  19.  even  the  power  of  his  power. 
licnce  believers  are  faid  to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  power  of  his  might;  that  is,  in  tire  power  of  his  power, 
the  very  quintcUence  of  power.  Was  it  a  miracle  for 
(iod  to  make  a  world  out  of  nothing  ?  It  is  yet  a  great- 
er miracle  for  him  to  make  a  faint  out  of  a  finner,  that 
was  under  the  power  and  Itrcngth  of  fin.  Indeed,  mi- 
racles are  not  ceafed,  fo  long  as  there  are  any  converts 
in  the  world. 

5.  If  fin  be  foTbi-ong  and  powerful,  then  fee  the  hap- 
jiineis  of  believers  in  Chrill,  that  are  delivered  from  the 
iiing  of  death,  and  the  llrength  of  fin.  The  leaft  branch 
of  that  vine  that  is  in  Chrilt,  is  too  high  for  Satan's 
reach ;  yea,  while  there  is  fap  in  the  root,  they  fhpll 
not  want  it:  they  will  not  want  the  Spirit,  that,  thro'  the 
Spirit,  they  may  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body.  There 
is  a  power  in  Chrifi,  which  will  bring  down  every  con- 
trary power,  and  difanul  the  law  of  fin.  Chrift  hath  fo 
handled  that  fnake,  by  taking  out  the  fl:ing  and  teeth 
of  it,  that,  though  it  hifs,  it  cannot  hurt.  Though  fin 
be  not  killed  out-right  in  the  children  of  God  while  here, 
yet  it  is  fo  maimed  and  fo  weakened,  that,  like  the  proud 
king  Adonibezek,  when  once  his  hands  and  toes  were 
mangled,  and  he  faft  in  chains,  he  could  not  endanger 
Ifrael  in  any  thing;  fo  neither  can  fin  or  Satan  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  children  of- God:  **  The  God  of  peace  fhall 
bruife  Satan  under  their  feet  Hiortly."  Strong  is  the  de- 
vil, but  ftronger  is  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  ;  great 
is  the  power  of  fin,  but  greater  is  the  power  of  Chrift, 
whofe  itrength  will  be  pcrfedled  in  their  weaknefs. . 

6.  If  fin  be  ftrong,  then  fee  to  whom  falvation  from 
fin  is  to  be  afcribed,  and  in  whom  it  is  to  be  fought, 
namely,  Chrift  the  valiant  conqueror.  It  is  fo  mighty 
and  fo  glorious  a  work  to  defeat  his  ftrength,  that  our 
glorious  Lord  thought  it  not  unbefeeming'  omnipotency 
to  meddle  with  it:  0  Ifrael^  tbou  bap  deftroyed  tbyfelf; 
but  in  me  Is  thy  help.     Our  perdition  is  of  ourfelves ; 
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but  our  falvation  belongs  to  the  Lord,  and  to  the  Lamb 
that  fits  upon  the  throne.  No  part  of  the  glory  of  this 
work  mull  be  afcribed  to  any  elfe:  *'  His  glory  will  he 
not  give  to  another."  The  believer's  fong,  therefore, 
will  be,  as  in  the  context,  '^  Thanks  be  to  God,  that 
giveth  us  the  victory,  through  Jelus  Chrift  :"  Not  by 
our  own  righteoafnefs  or  our  own  ftrength ;  nay,  "  In 
the  Lord  only  have  v/e  ri^rhteoufnefs  and  ftrength:  Not 
by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the 
Lord  of  holls.'*     And  hence, 

7.  If  the  ftrength  of  fin  be  fo  great,  then,  how  great 
is  the  ftrength  of  grace  that  can  conquer  fin!  "  By  grace 
we  are  faved,  from  the  power  of  fin,  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  ourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  ;  not  of  works, 
left  any  man  fliould  boaft."  It  is  the  fin-pardoning 
grace,  the  fin-fubduing  grace,  the  free  mercy  of  God 
in  Chrift,  offered  to  finners  in  the  gofpel,  that  is  mighty, 
through  God,  t6  the  deftroying  of  the  power  of  fin.  All 
hearers  of  the  gofpel  that  are  not  believers,  are  impeni- 
tent finners  :  and  they  that  will  venture  to  fay,  that  it 
is  an  affront  to  God,  to  offer  pardon  to  the  impenitent, 
they  know  not  what  they  fay  ;  for  it  is  by  offers  of  par- 
doning grace  and  mercy  to  impenitent  hard-hearted  fin- 
ners, that  God  breaks  their  heart,  and  deftroys  the 
ftrength  of  their  fin  and  impenitency :  *'  Let  the  wicked 
forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts, 
and  let  him  return  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him  ;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  par- 
don." Why,  what  influences  fuch  a  finner  to  turn  and 
repent?  Even  the  offer  of  pardoning  mercy;  "  For  our 
God  will  abundantly  pardon,"  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  He  will  muU 
tiply  to  pardon.  O  Sirs  !  when  the  impenitent  finner 
gets  an  ear  to  hear  fuch  an  offer  as  this,  that  God  will 
multiply  pardons  even  upon  one  that  hath  multiplied 
tranfgreffions,  this  goodnefs  of  God  leads  him  to  repent- 
ance,  and  melts  his  heart.  If  any  thing  in  the  world 
break  the  ftrength  of  fin,  it  will  be  the  ftrength  of  grace, 
and  of  God's  love  and  mercy,  through  Chrift,  held  out 
in  the  gofpel. 

8.  If  the  ftrength  of  fin  be  fo  great,  then  hence  I  infer, 
that  there  can  be  no  gofpel-repentancc  before  faith:  No 
repentance,  or  turning  from  fin  to  God,  till  a  Taa.tic.oY^^ 
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to  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  againft  the 
Itrcngth  of  fm.  It  is  another  piece  of  the  new  and  odd 
divinity  of  f jme  in  our  day,  that  gofpel-repentance,  or 
feme  ads  of  it,  are  before  laving  faith:  but  thisdodlrine 
of  the  llrength  of  fin  declares  the  contrary  ;  for,  when 
true  gofpel- repentance  takes  place,  then  the  ftrength  of 
fin  is  broken,  and  the  man  is  aftually  in  arms  againft  it. 
But  where  got  he  his  armour,  if  he  never  came  to 
Chrift  by  faith  for  ftrength  ?  Repentance  is  a  turning 
to  God  ;  but,  \^ho  ever  turned  to  God,  without  taking 
Chrift  by  the  way  ?  For  n^  man  comes  to  the  Father 
but  by  him. '  Much  hypocritical,  and  feigned,  and  legal 
repentance  there  may  be  wirhout  faith;  but,  true,  actual, 
gofpel- repentance  is  always  the  fruit  both  of  Cb rift's 
look  to  the  foul,  as  he  did  to  Peter,  whereupon  he  goes 
out  and  weeps  bitterly  ;  and  alfo  of  faith  looking  to 
Chrift  ;  "  They  ihall  look  upon  him  whom  they  have 
pierced,  and  mourn."  And  this,  by  the  bye,  may  ferve 
to  glofs  feveral  abufed  texts  of  fcripture,  where  repent- 
ance is  firft  named  before  faith,  which  never  import  that 
true  gofpel-repentance  is  before  faith;  but  only,  as  we 
may  firft  fpeak  of  the  end,  and  then  of  the  means  to  ac- 
complifti  that  end ;  fo  repentance  may  be  the  firft  named, 
which  is  the  end,  even  turning  to  God;  and  then  faith 
comes  in,  as  the  mean  to  that  end.  Thus,  Repent,  and 
helieve  tbe  gofpel,  there  is  the  end ;  repent  and  turn  to 
a  right  mind,  by  turning  to  God :  Why,  he  muft  even 
come  to  Chrift  by  believing  the  gofpel,  otherwife  he  will 
never  repent  fo  as  to  turn  unto  God  :  thus  we  read  of 
repentance  towards  God,  and  then  faith  towards  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  where,  tho'  repentance  towards  God, 
be  firft  named,  yet,  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
without  which  there  is  no  coming  to  God,  is  firft  afled. 
If  Ifliould  fay.  Go  up  to  heaven,  and  climb  the  ladder; 
though  going  up  to  heaven  is  firft  named,  yet  the  mean 
of  this,  though  laft  named,  muft  be  firft  ufed ;  for,  who 
will  ever  win  up  to  heaven,  unlef:»  they  get  up  by  the 
true  Jacob's  ladder,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  In  a  word, 
the  ftrength  of  Chrift  muft  be  improved  by  faith,  and 
fet  againft  the  ftrength  of  fin  ;  otherwife  no  part  of  its 
ftrength  is  in  the  lead  brokeu. 


Ilo'ii)  the  La'O)  isfo,  cpened.  47. 

9.  If  liie  ftrength  of  £n  be  fo  g^eat,  then,  hence  I 
inier,  that  our  Lord  Jel'us  Chrift  is  the  great  and  eternal 
Gcd,  becaufe  he  alone  ccuid  dellroy  tjie  Itrengtb  of  fin, 
and  through  him  ahinc  we  can  have  C(?niplete  victory 
ove^r  it.  Oh  !  curled  Arianifm  !  that  would  dimiuilli 
cur  only  fcrcnglh,  by  denying  the  fupreme  Deity  of  our 
Lord  Jcfus.  If  he  had  net  been  true  God,  efleniially 
one  with  the  Fatiier,  as  well  as  perfonally  equal  to  him, 
v/hen  the  llrcngth  of  lin  ard  the  v/holc  power  of  it  was 
laid  upon  him,  it  would  have  dellroyed  him.  The 
pov/er  of  fin,  which  ftrikes  againll  an  infinite  Majelly, 
brought  the  jxivver  of  infinite  vengeance  up:n  him, 
which  would  have  ruined  him  t)  eternity,  if  he  had  not 
been  Gcd;  but,  becaufe  he  was  the  infinite  and  eternal 
God,  he  WPS  able,  by  his  death  in  the  flefli,  to  condemn 
fin  in  the  ficih,  Rom.  viii.  3.;  and  fo  to  dellroy  the 
lirength  trf  fin.     And  hence, 

10.  If  the  ftrength  of  fin  be  fo  great,  fee  the  duty  of 
poor  finners,  that  are  captives  to  the  power  of  fin,  viz. 
to  look  to  him  v/ho  is  the  Strength  of  Ifrael,  that  they 
may  be  faved  from  the  ftrength  of  fin;  Ifa.xlv.22. ''  Lock 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth;  for  I 
am  God,  and  there  is  none  elle."  None  elfe  can  fave  from 
the  ftrength  of  fin:  fet  the  ftrength  of  angels  againfl  it, 
it  will  be  too  hard  for  them;  the  ftrength  of  means  and 
ordinances,  the  ftrength  of  minifters  and  ferhions,  the 
ftrength  of  duties  and  prayers  will  not  do  of  themfelves. 
I  have  already  fliewcd  that  fin  is  ftronger  than  all  thefe ; 
but  here  is  a  ftrength  that  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utter- 
moft  from  it,  even  the  ftrength  of  Chrift;  therefore, 
Let  bim  take  bold  of  mj  firengib^  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  But,  fay 
you,  why  defire  you  one,  that  Is  under  the  ftrength  of^ 
fin,  to  lay  hold  on  the  ftrength  of  Chrift?  The  ftrength 
of  fin  weakens  me,  fo  that  I  have  no  ability  to  lay  hold  on 
his  ftrength.  It  is  true,  you  have  no  ftrength,  nor  ever 
Vi^ill  have  ftrength  in  yourfelf,  or  pjwer  in  your  own 
hand,  while  you.  are  in  this  broken  ftatc  ;  but  as  you 
are  called  to  lay  hold  on  his  ftrength,  fo  you  are  called 
to  go  out  of  yourfelf,  for  ftrength  to  lay  hold  on  his 
ftrength  :  if  you  bad  ftrength  in  yourfelf  to  lay  hold  on 
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him  by  faith,  Clirill  would  never  bs  prefented  to  you 
as  the  author  of  faith,  as  well  as  the  objeft  of  it.   There- 
fore, when  you  are  called  to  believe,  you  are  not  called 
to  bring  ilrength  out  of  youj'felf  for  that  end,  but  to 
fay,  with  your  foul,    Oh  !  1  have  neither  righteoufnefs 
nor  Ilrength ;  but,  **  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righte- 
oufnefs  and  Ilrength.'*     And  tho'  it  be  almighty  power 
alone  that  can  make  you  fay  that  with  the  heart,  and 
believingly ;  yet,  while  you  cannot  fay  it,  though  God 
be  ollering  Ghriil  to  you  for  your  righteoufnefs   and 
ftrenglh,  you  arc  faying,  in  cfiotl:,  It  is  a  lye  that  God 
fays ;  I  cannot  believe  it ;  he  is   not  offering  any  fuch 
thing  to  me ;  I  cannot  take  it  to  me  ;  I  cannot  truft  his 
word  for  it :   and  fo,  by  unbelief,  you  make  liim  a  liar. 
Oh  !.  Sirs,  call  yourfclves  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  fal- 
vation  from  fin,  and  from  all  your  fins,   and   from   the 
ftrengih  of  all  your  lulls  ;  ior  he  is  freely  offering  him^ 
felf  and  all  his  grace  to  you,   faying,   *'  IIo,   every  one 
that  thirfteth,  come  re  to  the  waters  ;  and  hc^hat  hath 
no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy  wine 
and  milk,  without  money  and  without  price."     Why, 
what  means  this,  Hoy  every  one?  Why  it  is  even  asChrift 
Ihould  fay,  Ho,  every  guilty  perfon,  come  to  me  for  par- 
don ;  Ho,  every  filthy  finner,  come  to  me  for  cleanfmg; 
my  blood  onlj'^  cleanfeth  from  all  fin  ;   Ho,  every  naked 
finner,  com6  to  me  for  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs  to  cover 
you;   Ho,  every  needy  finner,  come  to  me  for  fupply  out 
of  my  infinite  fulncfs  ;   Ho,  every  faithlefs,  unbelieving 
finner,  come  to  me,  as  the  author  of  faith,  that  I  may  give, 
you  faith,   and  help  your  unbelief,   and  then  increafe 
your  faith  ;    Ho,  every  impenitent  finner,  hard-hearted 
finner,  come  to  me,  as  to  a  Prince  exalted  by  the  right- 
hand  of  God,  to  give  repentance,  and  to  give  you  the 
heart  of  flelh  promifed  in  the  covenant ;   Ho,  every  great 
finner,  come  to  me  for  the  great  falvation  from  your 
great  fins,   and  from  God's  great  wrath  ;    Ho,  every 
gracelefs  finner,  come  to  me  for  grace  and  glory,  and 
eternal  life.  Vv^hy  will  you  not  come  to  me, that  you  might 
have  life?   To  come  to  Chrift  for  life,  fuppofes  death; 
and,  bow  can  the  dead  come  to  him  for  life  ?    Why,  it 
is  his  calif  vAw  h  the  Lord  of  life,  and  can  make  the 
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dead  to  hear  and  live  ;  therefore,  //(?,  every  powerlefs 
finner,  in  whom  the  llrength  of  fin  and  lufts  is  ftrcnger 
than  hell  and  the  devil,  conic  to  me  lor  ilrength,  and 
look  to  me  for  ftrength  ;  "  For  I  am  God,  and  there  is 
none  elfe."  None  elfe  but  the  mighty  God  can  lave 
from  the  might  of  fin,  which,  if  he  fave  you  not,  is 
mighty  to  defile  you,  and  mighty  to  deflrcy  you.  But, 
what  is  the  Mediator's  name?  His  name  is,  IVonderfuly 
Ceunfelhr^  the  v:igbty  God;  and  never  did  he  appear 
more  mighty  than  in  dcftroying  mighty  lufts,  and  fub- 
duing  the  ftrength  of  fin  :  all  the  Jlrength  of  men  and 
angels  could  have  done  no  more  againft  fin,  or  the  wrath 
of  God  that  it  brought  on,  than  if  you  fliould  fet  a  piece 
of  paper  againft  a  mighty  flame.  Such  is  the  wrong 
that  fin  hath  done  to  God,  that  all  the  created  power  of 
heaven  and  earth  coming  in  betwixt  God  and  man,  to 
fatisfy  for  that  wrong,  had  been  but  like  a  piece  of  dry 
thin  paper,  betwixt  you  and  a  mighty  devouring  flame. 
But,  behold,  Ghrift,  who  undertook  to  remove  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  and  the  power  of  wrath  that  it  entails, 
is  the  mighty  God,  the  infinite  God,  able  to  expiate 
that  infinite  wrong  that  fin  had  done  to  Gcd:  and  as  he 
hath  difcovered  his  ability,  by  pouring  out  his  blood  to 
favi5  meritorioufiy  ;  fo  he  is  ready  to  difcover  his  ability^ 
by  pouring  out  his  Spirit  to  fave  efficacioufly.  Ho^  every 
powerlefs  finner  then,  here  is  a  powerful  Saviour,  ready 
to  fave  you  freely,  >J^ithout  money  and  without  price ; 
having  no  merit  but  only  this,  that  you  merit  hell  and 
damnation :  having  no  power  but  this,  that  you  arc 
under  the  pwer  and  ftrength  of  fin.  If  you  could  merit 
any  good,  you  would  have  no  needofChrift  to  fave  you 
by  price  ;  if  you  had  power  to  help  yourfelf,  you  would 
have  i>o  need  of  Ghrift  as  a  Saviour  to  fave  you  by 
pgwer:  and,  therefore,  it  is  even  becaufe  you  have 
no  merit,  no  power,  no  grace',  no  gnx;)d,  that  this  all- 
fnfl^:ient  Saviour  is  oflered  to  you,  and  boding  himfelf 
upon  you  fo  freely. 

If  the  ftren^Jth  af  fin  could  be  broken  any  other  way, 
the  ftrength  of  a  Saviour  would  not  be  thus  freely  offer- 
ed by  the  great  God  unto  you  :  God  would  not  expofe 
his  great  eternal  Son  to  contempt,  by  QfeTm?,\\v^^^5.^ 

\<3 
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to  p-jor  fi:iners,  if  they  could  b*  frived  without  'him. 
But,  though  you  have  cmtemned  him  all  y.')ur  days, 
to  your  ovva  ftiame,  in  defpifing  your  own  mercy  ;  yet 
n)vy  a'Tain  he  is  offering  himfclf  anew  f)  you,  as  fully 
and  freely  as  ever  :  and  think  not  the  lefs  of  fin,  that 
falvation  from  it  is  fo  freely  oflered  to  you,  and  fo  freely 
boded  upon  you  by  this  gofpel ;  for,  I  dedare  to  you, 
in  th2  L'^rd'3  name,  that  this  free  difpenfation  of  the 
grace  of  God  to  you,  is  a  greater  bufmefs,  and  more 
momentous,  than  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels  can 
exprefs  :  for  God  to  come  and  offer  his  Ghrift,  and  for 
Christ  to  come  and  (>ff^ir  himfelf,  to  fave  you  from  the 
llren'ijth  of  fin,  is  more  than  if  he  fluuld  offer  yod  ten 
thoufand  worlds. 

There  is  more  of  the  gbry  of  God  in  one  word  of  the 
gofpel,  in  one  line,  one  fentence  of  the  gofpel,  than  in 
all  heaven  and  earth  befiJe;  m  )re  of  God's  glory  fliines 
in  this  gofpel  of  grace,  wherein  he  freely  offers  his  par- 
doning and  purifying  grace,  to  take  away  the  guilt,  and 
filth,  and  pnver  of  fin;  m  >re  of  his  glory  fliines  here,  than 
fhines  in  the  making  of  heaven  and  earth:  for,  here  the 
great  Gounfel  of  God,  working  fnini  all  eternity,  is  dif- 
played.  In  the  work  of  creation  he  opens  his  hand,  as 
it  were ;  but  in  this  gofpel-difpenfation  he  is  opening 
his  heart,  and  difcovering  his  deep  defign,  erj')ecially  of 
redeeming  love  through  Ghrilf,  to  the  glory  of  all  his 
pcrfe£lions,  in  defiroying  fin  and  faving  the  finner. 

Think  not  the  lefs  of  fin  then,  that  falvation  from  it 
is  offered  fo  freely,  and  at  fuch  an  eafy  rate  :  f  )r  as  you 
cannot  have  it  at  all,  unlefs  you  have  it  freely,  confi- 
dering  your  loft,  doleful,  and  deftitnte  circumftances ; 
fo  the  thing  offered  to  you  is  moft  becoming  to  infinite 
Majefty  to  offer,  and  moft  declarative  of  the  infinite 
evil  of  fin.  For  the  things  offered  amount  to  no  lefs 
than  an  infinite  price  to  fave  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and 
infinite  power  to  fave  from  the  ftrength  of  fin :  for, 
Chrift,  in  all  his  fulnefs  of  merit  and  Spirit,  is  laid  to 
your  hand.  And  therefore,  lay  your  hand  to  your  heart, 
and  fee  if  it  .be  panting  after,  and  welcoming  a  Saviour 
or  not,  and  clofing  v/ith  him  for  righteoufnefs  and 
Rrength.     Say  not,    the  ftrength  of  f\tv  \s  ^tcat^  the 
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flreogth  of  enmity,  the  ftrength  of  unbelief,  the  ftrength 
of  ether  fins  Hand  in  the  way  ;  for  the  ftrength  of  fin  is. 
the  very  reafon  for  which  Chrift  is  efiered  to  you,  and 
the  very  thing  which  he  is  cffering  to  take  away  by  his 
almighty  flirength.  What,  fay  you,  can  he  not  do  it 
without  nie  ?  Yea,  but  he  will  not  do  it  without  your 
confent :  it  is  his  ftated  method  cf  faving ;  he  docs 
not  fave  any  againft  their  wills,  but  by  making  them 
willing,  and  gaining  their  confent.  And,  what  is 
the  meaning  of  this  free  offer,  but  to  gain  your  full 
confent  ? 

Well  then,  O  finner,  is  it  come  to  this  with  it,  IVbat 
wilt  tbvu  that  be  JJiould  do  unto  tbet  ?  V/ilt  thou  have 
Chrift  to  pull  down  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and  of  all  your 
lufts  and  idols  ?  Is  your  heart  faying,  O  welcome,  Jefuc, 
to  fave  me  a  poor  finner,  not  only  from  the  guilt  of  fin, 
by  thy  pardoning  grace  ;  but  from  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
by  thy  fandlifying  grace  ?  Why  then,  there  were  ground 
to  conclude  the  work  of  power  is  begun  :  '*  Tliy  people 
Ihall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  If  you  have 
no  manner  of  will  that  Chrift  fliould  fave  you  from  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  alas!  then,  who  is  to  blame  that  you  die 
in  your  fin,  and  perifti  under  the  power  of  it  ? 

But,  perhaps,  the  cafe  of  feme  one  perfon  or  other 
may  be  this,  Alas !  I  not  c  nly  feel  the  ftrength  of  fin 
that  you  have  been  fpeaking  of,  but  alfo  a  ftrength  of 
unwillingnefs  to  be  faved  from  it;  and  if  I  were  willing, 
and  fo  and  fo  difpofed,  I  might  be  welcome  :  but  while 
it  is  not  fo,  is  there  any  hope  for  me  ? 

I  anfwer,  i.  This  ftrong  Redeemer  is  offered  to  all 
the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  without  an  //.  The  covenant 
of  works  is  a  covenant  of  ifs;  //you  do,  you  fliall  live; 
if  you  be  fo  and  fo  qualified,  you  fliall  be  fo  and  fo 
.  blefled  :  but  it  is  nqt  fo  in  the  abfclute  promife  of  the 
covenant  of  grace.  And  as  the  promife  of  the  covenant 
is  without  an  //;  fo  the  offer  of  the  gofpel  is  without  au 
//",  to  whofoever  will,  whofoever  pleafes.  It  is  true,,  he 
only  that  believes  fliall  be  faved;  but  as  they  are  differ- 
ent queftions,  AVho  they  are  that  ftiall  be  faved  ?  and, 
Who  they  are  to  whom  falvation  is  offered  ?  So,  feeing 
falvation  is  of  faith,  that  it  may  be  by  grac^,  \)cv^  \afc'&xvr 
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ing  of  thefe  words,  "  He  that  believes  Ihall  be  faved," 
13,  He  that  will  have  falvation  freely  by  grace,  and  with- 
out any  //,  he  may  have  it. 

2.  If  you  feel  the  llrength  of  fin,  I  hope  the  ftrength 
of  a  Saviour  will  be  the  more  welcome  to  you  ;  aod  if 
the  ftrength  of  unwillingnefs  to  be  faved  be  your  plague, 
the  healer  is  at  hand,  the  ftrength  of  a  ftrong  and  migh- 
ty Redeemer  is  at  hand,  in  the  offer  and  promife,  faying, 
*'  He  gives  power  to  the  faint,  to  him  that  hath  no  might 
lie  increafeth  ftrength."  Let  Chrift  therefore  get  the 
glory  of  conquering  your  will :  put  your  unwilling  will 
into  his  able  hand,  faying,  Lord,  make  me  willing ;  O 
fubJue  the  rebellion  and  refiftance  of  my  will,  and  fub- 
jcct  my  will  to  thy  will.  They  that  are  willing  to  have 
Chrift,  bending  and  bowing  their  will,  are  both  con- 
vinced of  their  natural  enmity,  and  partly  cured  of  it. 
Hcnvever,  whether  your  willingnefs  to  part  with  fin, - 
and  join  with  Chrift,  be  cured  or  not ;  whether  you  be 
willing  or  unwilling,  the  offer  of  Chrift  is  come  to  your 
d:jor,  infomuch,  'that  you  are  invited  freely  to  come  to 
him.  Chrift's  complaint  is,  "  You  will  not  come  to  me, 
that  you  might  have  life;"  which  fays,  that  though  they 
were  unwilling  to  come,  yet  they  were  invited  to  come. 
The  gofpel-invitation  then  is  to  all  poor  finners  to  come, 
be  who  they  will,  and  be  the  ftrength  of  fin  that  they 
are  under  never  fo  great,  that  the  Son  may  make  them 
free,  and  then  Ihall  they  be  free  indeed. 

But  if  this  call  be  flighted,  I  have  this  to  tell  you, 
that  the  ftrength  of  fin  never  exerted  itfelf  fo  mlich  in 
all  the  fins  that  ever  you  committed  to  this  day,  as  it  • 
does  in  rejefting  a  Saviour.  Ye  may  think,  if  fin  Ihould 
excite  you  to  murder,  and  adultery,  and  blafphemy,  and 
other  horrid  things  of  that  fort,  then  the  ftrength  of  fin 
would  be  great:  very  true,  fo  it  would;  but  I  muft  tell 
you^  whether  you  think  it  or  not,  that  there  is  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  of  the  ftrength  of  fin  put  forth  in  your 
flighting  of  Chrift  and  his  offered  falvation,  than  is  put  ' 
forth  in  all  the  horrid  villainies  befides  that  can  be  com- 
mitted :  for,  as  all  your  fins  would  lofe  theijf  ftrength 
by  your  laying  hold  on  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs  and 
lirength,  fo  jour  refufing  Chrift  to  be  yowr  ftrength,  is 


llo'-jij  the  La^  i^  fo-i  cpenecL  53 

the  fin  that  is  the  flrengtli  of  all  your  other  fins ;  they 
have  ftrcngth  to  command  you,  anJl  ftrength  to  condenjn 
you,  becaufe  of  your  unbelief,  which  ftrengthens  every 
fin ;  yea,  and  is  the  very  ftrength  of  the  ftrength  of  fin ; 
all  your  departures  from  the  living  God  flow  from  the 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  Heb,  iii.  12.  The  faith  of  the 
gofpel  v/ould  be  the  death  of  fin,  but  unbelief  keeps  you 
under  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

Perhaps,  fome  may  fay,  Though  Chrift  be  offered  to 
me  for  righteoufncfs  and  ftrength,  and  I  am  called  to  be- 
lieve in  him  with  application,  as  the  Lord  my  ftrength  ; 
yet  how  fliall  I  believe  thus  in  him  for  ftrength,  unlcfs 
I  feel  his  ftrength  ? 

Why  man,  to  feel  his  ftrenglh,  is  fenfe  and  not  faith, 
and  imports  the  prefence  of  the  thing  believed,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  the  thing  promifed :  but  there  is  a  vaft 
difference  betwixt  believing  the  promife,  and  enjoying 
the  thing  promifed  :  to  believe  the  promife  of  ftrength 
in  the  Lord  Jefus,  is  to  take  his  word,  even  when  you 
want  the  thing  promifed,  or  want  the  feeling  of  it ;  for, 
Faitb  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen^  nor  felt  ;  for,  if 
they  were  feeu  and  felt,  they  would  not  be  the  objett 
of  faith,  but  the  object  of  fenfe.  Faith's  proper  obje£l 
is  notliing  elfe  but  the  word  of  the  God  of  truth. 

Why,  fay  you,  but  can  I  believe  that  Chrift  will  be 
my  ftrength,  without  getting  ftrength  to  believe. 

I  anfwer.  Strength  to  believe  is  one  thing,  and  to 
believe  in  Chrift  for  ftrength  is  another;  ftrength  to  be- 
lieve is  God's  enabling  one  to  the  adl  of  faith  ;  but  to 
relieve  for  ftrength,  is  faith's  adling  upon  Chrift  the  ob- 
jeiEtheld  up  in  the  word  of  promife.  And  again,  though 
lonc  can  believe,  without  getting  ftrength  to  believe  ; 
^et  it  is  one  thing  to  get  ftrength  to  believe,  and  ano- 
Jier  thing  to  get  the  feeling  of  that  ftrength ;  for, 
though  faith  cannot  be  adled  without  the  feeling  of  that 
power  and  ftrength  of  God  within  the  man;  yea,  fo 
far  is  the  believer  many  times  from  feeling  any  ftrength 
within  bira  when  he  believes,  that  he  feels  nothing  but 
want  and  weaknefs^  utter  inability  and  impotency; 
which  makes  him  go  out  of  himfelf,  and  look  to  the 
ftrength  of  Chrift  that  lies  in  the  gofpcVoffct  ^itv^  Yco- 
VoL.  V.  t  E  m\l^' 
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mile.  Nay»  the  very  language  cf  faith  fuppofes,  that 
the  man  hath  no  feeling  of  itrength  in  himfelf,  but  be- 
lieves  his  ftrength  to  be  in  the  Lord.  Faith  is  not  aSed 
in  the  fenfe  of  ftrength,  but  in  the  fenfe  of  weaknefs, 
faying,  In  the  Lord  only  have  I  rigbteoiifnefs  irndftrengtk. 

But,  fay  you,  If  I  felt  the  ftrength  of  fin  broken,  then 
I  might  believe  in  him  as  my  ftrength,  and  take  him 
for  fuch  ;  but,  how  can  I  believe  in  him  as  my  ftrength, 
and  perfuade  myfelf  that  he  is  fo,  according  to  the  of- 
fer and  promife  of  the  gofpel,  when  I  find  the  ftrength 
of  fin  fiill  remaining  ? 

Answ.  I.  Tiie  work  of  God,  in  breaking  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  and  the  feeling  of  that  work,  is  the  fruit  of  faith; 
and  the  reafon  why  you  do  not  feel  that  work  of  God,  is 
becaufii  you  do  not  believe  his  word  :  **  If  you  would 
believe,  you  ftiould  fee  the  glory  of  God.'* 

2.  Tiie  word  of  God,  wherein  he  offers  and  promifcs 
to  be  your  ftrength,  is  the  ground  of  faith,  upon  which 
alone  the  perfuafioa  of  faith  is  to  be  founded.  Beware 
<if  omfounding  the  ground  and  foundation  of  faith, 
with  the  fruits,  marks,  and  effefts  of  it.  The  fenfible 
decay  of  the  ftrength  of  fin,  is  a  mark,  a  fruit,  and  ef- 
fe£t  of  faith,  and  might  yield  a  p3rfuafion  of  fenfe  :  but 
God's  word  alone  is  the  ground  and  objedt  of  faith; 
and  to  build  the  perfuafion  of  faith  upon  it,  is  the  very 
jneans  of  producing  all  thefe  fruits  of  faith  that  are  the 
objefts  of  fpiritual  fenfe.  To  fay,  therefore,  that  you 
cannot  believe  in  Chrift  <is  your  ftrength,  till  you  fe^l 
the  ftrength  of  fin  once  broken,  is  the  fame  as  if  one 
fliould  fay,  I  cannot  lay  the  foundation,  till  once  I  fc;: 
the  houfe  is  built ;  I  will  not  come  to  the  phyfician,  till 
once  I  fee  the  difeafe  healed.  Nay,  if  you  faw  the 
lioufe  well  built,  what  need  would  there  be  of  laying 
the  foundation  ?  If  you  faw  your,  plagues  healed,  what 
need  would  there  be  of  coming  to  the  phyfician  ?  If  you 
fjlt  the  ftrength  of  fm  removed,  what  need  would  there 
be  cf  employing  Chrift  for  ftrength  ?  Nay,  the  very 
feeling  of  the  ftrength  of  fin,  which  you  make  the  reafon 
v/Iiy  you  cannot  believe,  is  the  very  reafon  why  you 
ihjuU  believe,  and  lay  ftrefs  upon  the  divine  teftimony 

con- 
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concerning  Chrift,  with  particular  application  of  him  to 
you  as  y('Ur  ftrenjjth. 

My  friends,  Chriil  puts  hinifelf  in  a  prcmifc  for  j-pur 
ufe ;  he  puts  his  righteoufnefs  in  tiie  proniife,  his 
ftrength  in  the  promife,  his  grace  in  the  pronifc  ;  and 
ChriR  hath  puc  irnnfc;lf  there,  liiat  faith  may  feek  him 
there:  therefore,  feek  the  Lord  and  his  llrength;  other- 
v/ife  the  fcren;rth  of  fin  will  be  your  death.  There  are 
but  two  ways  wherein  it  can  be  fuppofcd  the  ftrengih  of 
fin  rxiay  be  broken  or  removed ;  cither  by  the  law,  or 
by  the  gofpel.  As  to  the  law,  as  a  broken  covenant,  it 
may  well  difcover  fin  and  condemn  it,  and  you  for  it ; 
but  it  is  fo  far  from  giving  ilrength  again  11  it,  that  fin 
gathers  Ilrength  from  it,  Tbtr  ftrenrrtb  tf  fin  is  the  lav> ; 
which  is  the  fubjcft  I  purpr)fe  to  treat  of,  in  the  next 
doctrine.  ,  Therefore,  it  i^  only  in  the  gufptl,  and  the 
promife  thereof,  tl^at  llrengtii  is  tj  be  found ;  and  the 
lirength  that  is  in  the  promife,  is  the  Ilrength  of  Chriil, 
in  whom  all  the  j)romii'cs  are  Yea  and  Amen:  and  hence 
when  you  quit  the  promiie  by  unbelief,  yon  quit  the 
ftrenglh  of  C.hriil ;  when  you  rely  on  the  promife  by 
faith,  you  rely  on  the  Ilrength  of  Chrift: :  curfed  unbe- 
lief,  then,  gives  ilrength  to  fin  ;  whereas  faith  fets  the 
Ilrength  of  Chriil  againft  it.  O  may  this  gofpel  come  to 
you,  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghofi. 

Let  me  clofe  this  purpofe  with  a  word  to  you  that  are 
believers,  and  have  fled  for  refuge  from  the  Ilrength  tt 
fm,  to  the  Ilrength  of  a  Saviour.  If  this  hath  been  your 
courfe,  I  muft:  tell  you,  though  the  free  offer  of  the  gof- 
pel was  your  warrant  to  take  that  courfe,  yet  the  great 
j>-iwer  of  God  was  the  thing  that  determined  and  enabled 
you  thereunto  :  therefore,  blefs  him  that  gave  you  conn* 
fel;  for  now  the  Ilrength  of  fin  is  broken. 

Alas!  may  one  fay,  that  hath  fled  toChrifl  for  firength, 
if  the  Ilrength  of  fia  be  bn^ken  in  all  that  have  fled  to 
Chrift,  then  I,think,  I  am  a  ftranger  to  him  ;  for  I  feel 
the  ftrength  of  fin  more  than  ever. 

Answ.  Sin  is  not  always  llrongeft,  when  the  ft:rength 
cf  it  is  moft  felt.     The  world,  that  are  under  the  power 
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and  cloniinion  of  fin,  have  no  fenfe  or  feeling  of  the 
power  of  it,  bccaufc  it  is  their  clement :  even  as  a  man 
that  v:>  in  the  water,  feels  not  the  weight  of  it>  becaufe 
he  i3  in  the  element  cf  it ;  but,  bring  him  out  of  th^ 
water,  and  put  a  tub  full  of  water  on  his  head^  he  will 
then  find  the  ilrength  and  wci\>;ht  of  it,  becaufis  he  is 
not  within  its  element.  The  wicked  world  feel  not  the 
firength  of  fin,  becaufe  they  are  under  the  poivfeV-  of  -it, 
and  within  the  very  element  of  fin's  ftrength:  but,  be- 
liever, thy  beginning  to  feel  the  Ilrength  of  fin,  feys, 
thou  arc  getting  out  from  under  the  power  of  it  >  yea, 
the  prevailing  jyower  of  fin  mny  fometimes  tal^e  plftcfc, 
where  the  killing. and  domineering  powjsr  of  it  is  broken: 
Iniquity^  prevails  againft  nie^  may  the  believer  iky  ;  and 
yet,  Sin  Jl^all  tiot  have  dominion  over  him;  for,  he  is  not 
tmdcr  the  itiw,  but  under  grace.  But  tho''  the  ftrength 
vX  fm  be  broken  in  you,  believer;  yet  even  the  broken 
jlrcngth  of  fin  may  be  fo  great,  as  to  break  your  heart, 
and  break  your  back,  and  break  your  peace,  aftd  break 
your  confidence  and  courage  :  therefore,  tz  you  have 
Ixignn  to  flee  to  Chrift  for  refuge  from  the  fl:retigth  of 
fin,  fo  you  mu'ft  hold  oh;  living  by  faith  on  him  as  ycJiir 
ftrength,  and  that  in  the 'courfe  cf  all  hia  appointed 
means,  fuch  as  reading,  hearing,  meditating, 'watching, 
and  praying,  and  guarding  againll  all  the  motions  of 
that  ilrong  enemy;  and  particularly  againft  the  firft  m-^- 
tions  of  fin,  and  the  firft  beginnings  of  it :  grieat  evils 
arife  out  of  fmall  beginnings;  one  fpodtifol  of  water  writ 
quench  that  fire,  which  afterwards  whole  buckets  can- 
not  abate.  Therefore,  refift  the  beginnings  of  fin,  as  you 
would  refift  the  devil.  When  fin  does  hot  feen  to  be 
llicv/ing  all  its  ftrength,  that  which  it  nims  at,  even 
in  its  weakeft  afTaults  at  firft,  \z  to  put  forth  its  utmoft 
ftrength:  Wdtcb^  therefore^  and  pray ^  that  ye  enter  not 
into  temptation:  and  let  not  down  your  Watch;  for  if  y^U 
watch  one  half-hour,  and  think  you  may  flcep  fafely  thie 
pther  Inlf,  The  Philiftincs  will  be  uponryou,  Sarafon. 
Whenever  you  begin  to  fleep  in  fecurity,  fin  will  wakeh 
upon  you  in  its  ftrength  and  fury,  though  it  were  upon 
the  back  of  a  faving  manifeftation  :  yea,  if  ybuhave 
bc:^.-!  upon  tha  mount  with  God,  eveiv  w^ow  the  top  of 
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the  mount;  Satan,  if  he  can,  will  throw  you  down  from 
the  pinacle  of  the  teraple:  therefore,  keep  near  to  your 
Lord,  your  llrength. 

And  whatever  means  you  ufe,  beware  of  going  back 
to  your  old  hulband  the  law  ;  for,  as  I  defign  to  fliow 
in  the  following  doftrine,  the  I4W,  inllead  of  helping 
you,  will  hurt  you.  If  you  wind  up  a  clue  of  legal  per- 
formances, expeftiiig  to  overcome  fin  that  way,  you 
will  find  it  vain  labour,  and  that  you  mult  wind  it  off 
again,  and  begin  upon  a  new  bottom,  namely,  Chrill, 
the  Lord  your  righteoufncfs  and  (Irength.  To  work 
hard  in  the  duties  of  religion,  without  faith  in  Chrifl, 
as  your  righteoufnefs,  for  acceptance,  and  ftrength^for 
affiftance,  is  as  vain  labour,  as  for  a  weaver  to  throw 
the  Ihuttle  from  one  fide  of  the  web  to  the  other,  with- 
out a  thread  in  the  Ihuttle*  Why,  let  him  work  never 
fo  hard  with  feet  and  hands,  it  is  loft  labour,  he  \\A\ 
never  make  out  his  web  that  way  ;  yea,  he  but  w aires 
his  ftrength  in  doing  nothing.  Therefore,  being  di- 
vorced  from  tlie  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and  con- 
dition of  life,  and  married  unto  Chrill,  live  upon  your 
new  Hufband  Jefus  Chrift,  and  live  near  him  by  faith, 
that  you  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  The  more  you 
live  under  grace,  the  more  free  will  you  be  from  the 
iirength  of  fin  ;  but  the  more  you  live  under  the  law, 
the  more  will  you  be  under  the  dominion  of  fin  :  for, 
The  ftrcngtb   cf  Jir.  is  the  law. 
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ns-^HAT   lit!  hath  a  gr^^^:  :J  ^;  J,  ;    :    •     ; 
-L    by  none,  but  fuch  ^^ ■■'■•'}  5  "•  •;":';  '■    *'. 

of  It,  and  have   utterly  L' f ;:  *;.  :!  r^  i'  :.  •    •*   ' 

own  inilerat)ie  conait»  ••.;..  ..;  .l  *"   ..  *'•   ' 

by  which  it  puts  forth. J'.;  .'  ''  .';*•' 

it  attains  to  its  yyf{v.  -  .  -  ^ne  ftrcfl^ 

and  t''ie  other  is  f  ..','?  •'  ' 

it  is  dreadful  ar. .  .'  ^w  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

violent,  that,  ;.'  .*  of  the  whole  in  feveral  ufes. 

before  it,  w'" 

lx:cii.  15.  prove  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  i 

of  the  p>     ^Q  a  duller  of  proofs  fur  it,  Rom.  vii.  5,— 
their  fc  ^^ith  Rom.  vi.  14. ;  where  you  fee,  that 
them  ^/^'^itian's  being  under  the  dominion  of  fin,   is 
ther '^/>^j^jer  thehuv;   which  plainly  proves,  that 
\X^  l^fiSjy^  of  fia  is  the  law  :    But  it  is^ncedlefs  to  infifi 
'   f^%^  ^^'^^^  ^^  cxprefly  aflerted  in  the  facred  text. 

J    The  firll  queftion  I  propofcd  was.  What  law  i 
hfit  here  is  faid  to  be  the  flirength  of  fin  ?     For  unc 
landing  this,  you  would  confidcr,  that  the  law  is  tal 
two  ways ; 

I.  Mjre  largely,  for  the  whole  revelation  of  the  ^ 
and  mind  of  God  in  the  word  ;  To  the  law  and  to 
teftimony;  if  they  fpeah  not  according  to  tbisy  it  is  beci 
they  have  no  light  in  tbcm^  Ifa.  viii.  20.  It  is  not  in  1 
fenfe  tliat  you  are  to  underftand  the  law  here ;  for  t 
the  law  is  not  the  ftrength  of  fin,  but  is  rather 
means  of  light,  life,  and  ftrength  againft  fin,  PfaL  c: 
1 1  2,  3,  t^c.     For,   in  this  refpeft,  it  contains  not  c 
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ftanding,  to  hear,  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  13  the  law. 
If  the  ap'jftle  Paul  had  been  living  and  preachhig  in  our 
day,  it  is  likely,  upon  his  delivering  fuch  dofitrine  as  this, 
he  had  been  taxed  as  a  ring-leader  of  Antinomians  and 
enemies  to  the  law  :  and  it  is  plain  from  his  epiille,  he 
did  not  efcape  this  reproach,  which  therefore  we  find 
him  wijVmg  ofF,  Rom.  iii.  31.  Do  ^^e  then  irjake  void  the 
la<iv  tbrouoh  faitb?  God  forbid;  yec^  vis  cftablijl)  the  ia<u}. 
Why,  but  is  it  poffible  to  ellablilh  the  law,  and  yet  af- 
fert,  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law  ?  How  can  this 
be?  Yea,  it  may  be  aflerted  in  a  c:>nfiftency  both  with 
the  honour  of  the  law,  and  with  a  calling  the  greateil 
contempt  upon  fin:  and  therefore  it  is  an  eflay  to  open 
this  myftery,  that,  through  grace,  I  would  endeavour  at 
this  time,  namely,  That  the  ilrength  of  fin  is  the  law. 

After  a  communion  folemnity,  the  battle  is  to  l^  ex- 
pefled  ;  for  even  in  the  banquetting-houfe,  the  banner 
.of  love  fuppofes  a  battle  at  hand  ;  yea,  a  battle  prefent, 
as  v/cU  as  a  battle  to  come  :  now,  the-  fl:rength  of  the 
battle,  to  be  fure,  is  to  be  againft  the  ftrength  of  fin. 
Believers,  that  know  what  it  is  to  be  brought  to  .the  ban- 
quetting-houfe,  do  alfo  know  that  fin  is  the  gr<;at  ene- 
my they  have  to  combat  with  :  and  if  it  be  afl^ed,  on 
the  one  hand.  Where  the  believer's  ftrength  lies  ?  Sure- 
ly  it  lies  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  his  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength, 
and  in  the  banner  of  love  and  grace  that  he  fpreads  over 
his  people,  who  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace. 
And,  fince  the  apdftle  fcts  the  law  and  grace  in  oppcfi- 
tion  to  one-another,  and  fince  the  love  and  grace  of  God 
in  Chrift,  is  the  banner  and  ftrength  of  the  believer,  it 
is  no  wonder  if  it  be  aflxcd,  on  the  other  hand.  Where 
the  ftrength  of  fin  lies  ?  Then  the  apoftle  anfwers  it  in 
this  manner,  faying,  Tbeftrengtb  offm  is  tbe  law.  Hence 
Chrift  and  the  law  are  the  two  main  ftrengths  here  op- 
pofed:  Tbeftrengtb  of  Jin  is  tbe  law;  but  t  banks  be  to  Cod^ 
that  givetb  us  tbe  viSlory^  tbrougb  Jefus  Cbrift  our  Lord. 
Surely  there  is  a  greater  myftery  in  fin  than  tl^e  world 
can  imagine,  particularly  in  that  it  could,  in  a  manner, 
get  the  law  of  God  upon  its  fide,  and  fet  the  law  and 
the  Law-giver  at  variance,  infoniuch,  that  the  main 
battle  ftands  betwixt  them,   as  being  the  two  ^t^'aX  o^^^xi- 

E  4  X^^^v^.*;! 


6o  The  Strength  of  Sin,  Ser.  LXXV. 

tending  parties  and  oppofing powers;  for,  as  the  ftrength 
of  the  believer  is  Chriil's,  fo  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the 
law,         *  *  * 

Having  elfewhere  finiflied  the  firft  doftrine,  I  laid 
down  from  thefe  words ;  I  come  now  to  the  fecond 
doftrine  propofed  which  was, 

DocT-  *'  That  the  ftrength  of  fm  is  the  law':"  Or 
thus,  '*  Tliat  the  law  of  works,  is  the  ftrength  of 
fin  to  the  finner  that  hath  violate  and  broken  it." 

The  method  I  premife,  after  proving  that  the  law  is 
,the  ftrength  of  fin,  is  the  following, 

L  To  enquire  what  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

II.  What  ftrength  it  is  that  fin  hath  from  the  law. 

III.  What  fin  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of, 

IV.  How  and  in  what  refpedt  the  law  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin. 

V.  Whence  it  is  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

VI.  Make  application  of  the  whole  in  feveral  ufes. 

I  am  firft  to  prove  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
YoQ  may  fee  a  duller  of  proofs  for  it,  Rom.  vii.  5, — 9. 
compared  with  Rom.  vi.  14. ;  where  you  fee,  that  the 
reafon  of  man's  being  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  is  his 
being  under  the  law ;  which  plainly  proves,  that  the 
ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law  :  But  it  is^needlefs  to  infift  in 
proving  what  is  exprefly  aflerted  in  the  facred  text. 

I.  The  firft  queftion  I  propofed  was,  What  law  is  it 
that  here  is  faid  to  be  the  ftrength  of  fin  ?  For  under- 
ftanding  this,  you  would  confider,  that  the  law  is  taken 
two  ways ; 

I.  More  largely,  for  the  whole  revelation  of  the  will 
and  mind  of  God  in  the  word  ;  To  the  law  and  to  tbt 
teftimony;  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this,  it  is  becauft 
they  have  na  light  in  them,  Ifa,  viii.  20.  It  is  not  in  this 
fenfe  that  you  are  to  underftand  the  law  here  ;  for  thus 
the  law  is  not  the  ftrength  of  fin,  but  is  rather  the 
means  of  light,  life,  and  ftrength  againft  fm,  Pfal.  cxix. 
^1  2}  3f  ^^-     For,   in  this  ref^peft,  it  contains  not  only 
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precepts  to  obey,  but  alfo  promifes  of  ftrength;  and 
the  whole  covenant  of  promife,  which  is  the  mean  of 
conveying  fpiritual  life  and  flrength.  Now,  in  this 
fenfe,  it  is  not  oppofed  to  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  but  contains  the  gofpel  in  it ;  and  therefore  the 
law,  under  this  confideration,  is  not  here  intended. 

2.  More  ftridlly,  the  law  is  taken  for  the  old -covenant 
rule  of  perfeft  obedience;  and  under  this  form,  Doy  and 
live.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  as  being 
oppofite  to  the  gofpel,  or  to  grace,  which  believers  aro 
faid  to  be  under ;  Te  are  not  under  the  law,  kut  under 
grace.  **  All  men  bcfides  are  under  the  power,  rule, 
'*'  conditions,  and  authority  of  the  law  as  a  covenant, 
"  fays  Dr.  Owen  ;  even  all  men  who  are  not  inllated 
"  in  the  new  covenant  through  faith  in  Cl|rift  Jefus, 
"  who  fet  up  in  them  and  over  them  the  ruWof  grace: 
"  for  all  men  muft  be,  one  v/ay  or  other,  under  the 
"  rule  of  God ;  and  he  rules  only  by  the  law,  or  by 
**  grace  :  and  none  can  be  under  both  at  the  fame 
"  time.'' 

But,  for  further  clearing  what  this  law  is,  that  is 
here  called  the  ftrength  of  fin,  you  may  confidcr  it, 

(i.)  In  its  diftin£tion  :•  it  is  to  be  viewed  formally, 
as  a  covenant  of  works;  and  materially,  as  a  rule  of  life. 
The  law,  materially  confidered,  is  the  matter  of  th^  co- 
venant  of  works,  the  fimple  precept  of  obedience  relat<% 
ing  to  the  abftaining  from  what  is  evil,  and  doing  what 
is  good ;  this  is  continually  and  eternally  binding  upen 
all  ratbnal  creatures.  The  law,  formally  confidered, 
is  the  form  of  the  covenant  of  works,  commanding  all 
duties,  with  a  promife  of  life  upon  our  obedience ;  and 
forbidding  all  firi,  with  a  threatening  of  death  in  cafe  <rf 
difobedience.  Thus  it  is  a  covenant  of  life  or  death, 
upon  doing  or  not  doing.  In  this  refpedt,  the  believer  is 
not  under  it;  it  is  not  binding  upon  him:  he  is,  indeed, 
bound  to  do  what  is  good,  and  ftiun  what  is  evil,  be^ 
caufe  he  is  ftiil  under  the  law,  materially  confidered  aa 
a  rule  of  life  ;  but  under  po  obligation  to  it  formally  as 
a  covenant,  as  if  he  were  to'  be  juftified  upon  his  obc- 
dience,  or  condemned  upon  his  difobedience :  No ;  he 
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is  not  under  the  law  as  a  covenant,  to  be  either  juftified 
or  condemned.     But  then, 

(2.)  Confider  it  in  its  parts,  namely,  the  command, 
and  the  fanftion  :  the  command  of  it,  as  a  covenant,  is 
not  fimply  Do,  or  yield  obedience ;  for  this  was  incum- 
bent  on  man  before  ever  there  was  a  covenant  of  works 
made  with  him,  the  law  as  a  rule  of  holinefs  being  writ- 
ten on  the  table  of  his  heart,  in  his  firll  make  and  con- 
ftitution,  before  ever  God  entered  into  covenant  with 
him :  but  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  works  was 
that  fame  Do^  in  its  connexion  with  the  fandion  of  the 
promife  of  life  upon  doing,  and  threatening  of  death 
upon  not  doing;  Do  and  live:  if  thou  do  not,  thou 
llialt  die. 

(3.)  Confider  it  in  its  properties  :  it  is  holy,  juft  and 
good,  fays  the  apoftle,  Rom.  vii.  12.  Holy,  in  its  com- 
mand; juft,  in  its  threatening;  and  good,  in  its  promife. 
The  command  of  holinefs  is  a  holy  command,  the  threa- 
tening of  death  is  a  juft  threatening,  the  promife  of  life 
is  a  good  promife.  The  holinefs  of  the  command,  requir- 
ing pcrfeft  perfonal  obedience,  flows  from  the  holinefs 
of  God,  and  the  purity  of  his  nature  ;  the  juftice  of  th^ 
threatening  of  eternal  death  againft  fin,  flows  from  the 
juftice  of  God,  and  the  demerit  of  fin ;  the  goodnefs  of 
the  promife  of  eternal  life  upon  man's  obedience,  iffued 
from  the  Sovereignty  of  God,  that  was  plcafed  to  make 
fuch  a  promife,  not  from  the  merit  of  that  perfonal  and 
perfedt  obedience,  though  it  had  been  performed :  no 
creature-obedience,  whether  of  man  or  angel,  hath  any 
merit  of  condignity  ;  all  the  merit  that  could  take  place, 
even  in  a  ftate  of  innocence,  was  a  merit  cf  padlion : 
for,  though  man  had  obeyed  perfedlly,  he  did  no  more 
than  what  he  was  bound  to  do,  and  fo  could  never  me- 
rit ;  and  therefore  the  promife  of  life,  annexed  to  obe- 
dience, was  a  good  promife,  fliewing  forth  the  fovereign 
goodnefs  of  God.  Now,  before  this  law  was  violated 
and  broken  by  fin,  it  could  never  be  the  ftrength  of  fin 
to  man  in  thefe  circumftances ;  nay,  it  was  rather,  in 
every  part  and  property  of  it,  a  bulwark  againft  fin  : 
the  command  v/as  a  bright  glafs  wherein  the  beauty  of 
hpUnefs  ihined ;   the  threatening  of  eternal  death  was  a 
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flaming  fword  to  make  fin  terrible ;  and  the  promife  of 
eternal  life,  upon  obedience,  was  a  golden  bait  to  make 
duty  delegable.     But  now, 

(4.)  Gonfider  this  law  in  the  violation  of  it,  and  as  it 
is  a  broken  law,  a  violated  covenant ;  and  under  this 
confideration  it  is,  that  the  law  is  the  llrength  of  fin, 
namely,  to  the  finuer  that  hath  violated  and  broken  it : 
and  fo  it  became  the  Itrength  of  fin  to  Adam  upon  his 
fall,  and  to  all  his  pollerity,  for  failing  in  the  obedience 
and  righteoufnefs  therein  required.  We  have  forfeited 
the  life  therein  promifed,  and  incurred  the  death  there- 
in threatened;  "  By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world, 
and  death  by  fin;  and  fo  death  paiFed  upon  all  men,  for 
that  all  have  finned,''  Rom.  v.  12.  And  thus  the  life  of 
God  in  man  being  loft,  thro'  his  being  alienated  from  it, 
the  life  and  ftrength  of  fin  muft  fucceed.  The  law  then, 
that  is  the  ilrength  of  fin,  is  the  law  of  works,  violated  by 
the  finner.  It  could  not  be  the  llrengtii  ( f  fin  to  the  keep- 
er; but  it  is  fo  to  the  breaker  of  it.  To  the  perfed  keeper 
of  it,  it  is  life;  but  to  the  lead  breaker  of  it,  it  is  death: 
and  if  the  law  be  deatli  to  the  breaker,  it  mult  be,  of 
confequence,  the  fting  and  Ilrength  of  fin,  according  to 
our  apofl;le  here,  The  fting  of  death  isjin^  and  the  ftrengtb 
of  Jin  is  the  law.  Now,  the///»^  and  tht  ftrength  of  fin 
is  much  the  fame,  even  as  the  ftrength  of  the  bee  lies 
in  the  fting  of  it ;  and  therefore  the  ftrength  of  fin  muft 
be  the  law,  which,  to  the  leaft  breaker  of  it,  is  death. 
The  perfefl  keeper  of  the  lav/  is  fafe,  if  fuch  an-  one 
could  be  found;  for  it  fays,  *'  The  man  that  does  thefe 
things  fliall  live  by  them,"  Rom.  x.  5.  And  this  fafety 
and  life  flows  from  the  promiffory  fanftion  of  it,  I)o^ 
and  live.  But  every  breaker  of  the  law  is  a  dead  man; 
the  law  that  he  breaks  is  his  death  ;  for  it  fays,  ''  Curfed 
is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things,  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them,"  Gal,  iii.  10.;  or,  the 
man  that  does  not  thefe  things,  fhall  die  in  and  by  his  fin 
and  difobedience  :  and  this  death  iffues  from  the  mina- 
tory fanftion  of  the  law ;  **  If  thou  do  not,  thou  ftialt 
die."  The  ftrength  of  fin  then,  is  that  violated  law, 
that  made  death  the  wages  of  fin,  by  the  penal  fanftion 
©f  it.     But  more  of  this  fin  afterward. 
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is  not  under  the  law  as  a  covenant,  to  be  eithe.''  _ . 
or  condemned.     But  then,  .  y    *"      -^^    ' 

(2.)  Confider  it  in  its  parts,  namely,  t'-  :  ^.^''^ 

and  the  fantViun  :   the  command  of  it,  a/  •  JS ! 

\V)t  finiply  Do,  or  yield  obedience  ;  fo-  J  tfJ^  -^ 

bent  on  man  before  ever  there  was  '  na  tr^'T 

made  with  him,  the  law  as  a  rule  '         '  j  ftren^ 

ten  on  the  table  of  his  heart,  in  '  s,  there  ^^ 

ilitution,  before  ever  God  ent  fin  istb^ 

him  :  but  the  command  of  th  1,  it  is  from 

that  fame  Do,  in  its  connef".  ily  afix-fold 

promife  of  life  upon  do'  ^a  law  of  works, 

i^pon  not  doing ;   Do  * 

fiialt  die.  x  of  fm  is  from  the  law ;    i 

(3.)  Confider  it  ir  ..union  over  all  that  are  iin-    I 

good,  fays  the  apo^  ...    For  it  is  there  declared,  that    ' 

niand;  juft,  in  it'       .pinion  over  them  that  are  not  under 
The  command     ,  ^hwit  man,  who  would  not  remain  under 
teningofdea'  yj/G^d,  fliould  be  put  under  the  corn- 
is  a  good  pr  ^^^  ,^3^  it  follows  neceffarily,  that  thefe  who 
ing  pcrfe^iV'^^M'eft  to  the  law  of  God,  muft  be  fubjeft  to 
of  God.,^/^^  jjn.     Sin  receives  from  the  law  a  kind  of 
threat  ''^fi^.f^^  dominion  and  rule  over  all  the  breakers  of 
jufti    ^^  ^  remain  under  it,   and  through   unbelief  abide 
th*^    )ft '^/Cbrift,  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs. 
f"     fiif^  ^^e  commanding  Jlrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law, 
!r  aPP^^'^  niore  clearly  afterwards  ;  only,  it  cannot  be 
^IfW'iic,  if  you  confider  it  as  a  broken  law.     Where 
^he  J^^  ^^  ^^^^  broken,  the  law  hath  the  command;  but 
vbere  the  law  is  broken,  which  is  a  tranfgrefllon  of  the 
jaW,  there  fin  hath  the  command.     It  is  true,  the  com- 
manding power  of  the  law  flill  remains  in  point  of  chli- 
gation,  infomuch,  that  all  that  are  under  it  are  obliged  to 
obey  it  upon  pain  of  death  ;  but  the  tranfgrefTor  of  the 
law  is  under  the  commanding  power  of  fin,  in  point  of 
fubjeftion;  infomuch,  if  he  is  enflaved  to  it,  and  willing- 
ly captivated  by  it :  the  broken  law  then  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  becaiifc  the  breaking  of  the  command  of  the  law 
neceffarily  brings  a  man   under  the   command  of  fin. 
Though  he  remain  under  the  command  of  the  law,  in 

point 
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^w'^^'X  ^     righteous,  and  indiffolvabic obligation; 

^  ^^  ^^^  ^  comniand  of  fin,  in  point  of  fubjetlion : 

^^  S^^  of  fin  to  comniand,  is  the  kw  as  it  is 

the  refufing  of  fubjedtion  to  the  law  of 

'  ..  ^  g  of  fiibjeclion  to  the  law  of  fin :  to 

■  •■  •  "d  of  Gf.d,  is  to  give  the  command  to 

'he  cominanding  ftrcngth  of  fin  ne^ 

e  lav/,  as  it  is  bn^ken  by  fin. 

'Irength  of  fin,  is  from  the  law ; 

derftood,  therefore  I  infill  not 

..  ..  have  no  ftrength  to  condemn 

^c  condemn  fin,  faying,  Cuffed  ht 

*t,  Gal.  iii.  lo.     Now,  all  men  are  in- 

-r  fin;  therefore,  nil  are  under  the  carfe  that 

..  under  the  law.     The  law  hath  paft  a  fentencfc 

iniiemnatioh  upon  all  finners  ;  and  this  gives  fin  a 

igth  to  condemn.     It  is  true^  fin  hath  no  flrength 

ondemn  a  believer  ;  *'  There  is  no  ccndemnatidn 

idta  that  are  in  Chriil,"  becaufe  the  law  is  fatisfied, 

in  the  coiTimanding  and  curfirvg  pan  thereof,  in  and 

ih'eir  head  Jefus  Chrift;    yta,  they  are  not  under 

law-,  but  under  grace,  being  united  to  Chrift,  the 

of  the  law:  therefore,  though  the  law  ftill  condemn 

•  fin,  }^et  it  cannot  condemn  their  perfon,  nor  in- 

e  a  htember  of  Chrill  under  the  curfe.     They  may 

ffaid  of  condemnation  through  unbelief;  but  they 

tio^t  freighted  than  hurt.     But  as  to  all  tliat  are  out 

hrift,  fin  hath  a  condemning  power  over  them  ;  and 

it  hath  from  the  law,  v/hich  net  only  condemns  their 

3ut  their  perfon  :    the  condemning  fentehce  lighta 

terminates  on  the  dinner,  that  hath  no  eoV^^t  t^ 

re  hirii  therefrdm. 

3^e  working  ftrength  of  fin  is  fro^m  the  law  :  finis 
lie  thing  in  the  finner ;  nay,  it  is  a  workiug  thrng; 
ivlience  its  working  ftrength  flows,  fee  Rom.  vii.5. 

■  The  motions  of  fin  that  are  by  the  law,  did  work? 
ir  members,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.'*  Why 
:he  motions  of  fin  faid  to  be  from  the  law,  and  thefe 
ons  faid  to  work  in  our  members,  but  to  Ibew  that 
working  flrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law  ?    And  how 
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II.  The  fecond  thing  proinifed  here  was,  To  ftiew 
what  ftrength  it  is  that  iin  hath  from  the  law.  In  gene- 
ral, all  the  ftrength  it  hath  is  from  that  violated  law  of 
works;  it  would  have.no  ftrength  to  enllave  us ;  no 
ftrength  to  ruin  us,  if  there  were  no  law  violated  there- 
by ;  Rom.  iv.  15.  ''  Where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  tranf. 
greflion,"  no  fin:  and  where  n.i  fin  is,  there  is  no  ftrength 
of  fin;  confequently,  where  a  broken  lawus,  there  is 
fin  and  its  ftrength ;  and  fo  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the 
broken  law:  thus,  whatever  ftrength  fin  hath,  it  is  from 
the  law..  But  more  particularly,  I  name  only  a  fix-fold 
ftrength  that  fin  hath  from  the  violated  law  of  works, 
viz. 

I.  The  commanding  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law  ; 
hence  fin  is  faid  to  have  dominion  over  all  that  are  ua- 
der  the  law,  Rom.  vi.  16.  For  it  is  there  declared,  that 
it  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  them  that  are  not  under 
it :  and  juft  it  is,  that  man,  who  would  not  remain  under 
the  command  of  God,  fliould  be  put  under  the  com- 
mand  of  fin ;  yea,  it  follows  neceffarily,  that  thefe  who 
cannot  be  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God,  muft  be  fubjeO:  to 
the  law  of  fin.  Sin  receives  from  the  law  a  kind  of 
title  to  the  dominion  and  rule  over  all  the  breakers  of 
it,  that  remain  under  it,  and  through  unbelief  abide 
out  of  Chrift,  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs. 
How  the  commanding  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law, 
«nay  appear  more  clearly  afterwards ;  only,  it  cannot  be 
otherwile,  if  you  confider  it  as  a  broken  law.  Wiiere 
the  law  is  not  broken,  the  law  hath  the  command;  but 
where  the  law  is  broken,  which  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  the 
law,  there  fin  hath  the  command.  It  is  true,  the  com- 
manding power  of  the  law  ftill  remains  in  point  of  chli-  ^ 
gaticMi,  infomuch,  that  all  that  are  under  it  are  obliged  to 
obey  it  upon  pain  of  death  ;  but  the  tranfgreflbr  of  the 
law  is  under  the  commanding  power  of  fin,  in  point'^of 
fubjeftion;  infomuch,  if  he  is  enflaved  to  it,  and  willing- 
ly captivated  by  it :  the  broken  law  then  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  becaufe  the  breaking  of  the  command  of  the  law 
neceffarily  brings  a  man  under  the  command  of  fin. 
Though  he  remain  under  the  command  of  the  law,  in 

point 
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point  of  original,  righteous,  and  indiffolvablc  obligation; 
yet  he  is  under  the  command  of  fin,  in  point  of  fubjetlion : 
hence  the  flrength  of  fm  to  command^  is  the  law  as  it  is 
broken  by  fin  ;  the  refufing  of  fubjedtion  to  the  law  of 
God,  is  a  chufiug  of  fubjeclion  to  the  law  of  fin :  to 
bfeak  the  command  of  Gcd,  is  to  j^ive  the  command  to 
fin ';  and  therefore  the  commanding  ftrcngth  of  fin  ne^ 
ccjffarily  iffues  from  the  law,  as  it  is  bn-keii  by  fin. 

2.  The  condemning  ftrength  of  fm,  is  from  the  law  ; 
this  is  more  eafy  to  be  underftood,  therefore  I  infill  not 
much  upon  it :  fin  v/ould  have  no  ftrength  to  condemn 
us,  if  the  law  did  net  condemn  fm,  faying,  Curfed  ht 
the  bi"eaker  of  it,  Gal.  iii.  10.  Now,  all  men  are  in- 
cluded under  fin;  therefore,  nil  are  under  the  curfe  that 
remain  under  the  law.  The  law  hath  paft  a  fcntcncfc 
of  condemnation  upon  all  finners  ;  and  this  gives  fin  a 
flrfength  to  condemn.  It  is  true^  fin  hfilh  no  ftrength 
to  condemn  a  believer  ;  *'  There  is  no  ccndemnatidn 
to  them  that  are  in  Chrift,"  beoaufe  the  law  is  fatisfied, 
both  in  the  commanding  and  curfing  pan  thereof,  in  and 
by  their  head  Jefus  Chrift;  yea,  they  are  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace,  being  united  to  Chrift,  the 
«rtd  of  the  law:  therefore,  though  the  law  ftill  condemn 
their  fin,  }^et  it  cannot  condemn  their  perfon,  nor  in- 
voWe  a  iitember  of  Chrift  under  the  curfe.  They  may 
be  afraid  of  condemnation  through  unbelief;  but  they 
aVfe  nfiofe  frighted  than  hurt.  But  as  to  all  that  are  out 
of  Chrift^  fm  hath  a  condemning  power  over  them  ;  and 
this  it  hath  from  the  law,  v/hich  net  only  condemns  their 
fin,  but  their  perfon  :  the  condettming  fentehce  light-s 
and  terminates  on  the  Jinner,  that  hath  no  eov^^t  ti> 
fecure  hiiii  therefrc^m. 

3.  The  working  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law  :  finis 
no  idle  thing  in  the  finner  ;  nay,  it  is  a  working  thing; 
and  u^'hence  its  working  ftrength  flows,  fee  Rom.vii.5. 
8.  "  The  motions  of  fin  that  are  by  the  law,  did  work? 
in  our  members,  to  bring  fourth  fruit  unto  death.**  Why 
are  the  motions  of  fin  faid  to  be  from  the  law,  and  thefe 
motions  faid  to  work  in  our  members,  but  to  ftiew  that 
the  working  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law  ?    And  how 
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that  is,  the  apoille  explains,  verfe  8.  '*  For  fin,  taking 
occafion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in  me  all  man- 
ner of  conCupifence."     Hence, 

2.  The  warring  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law;  hence, 
R';m.vii.  23.  it  is  called  the  law  in  the  members,  warring 
aTainll  the  law  in  the  mind :  yea,  it  wars  and  wins  b:)th; 
f  )r  it  conquers  and  captivates  even  the  children  of  grace, 
leading  them  captive  to  the  lav/  of  fin  and  death.  This 
v/arring  ftrength  of  fin  iffues  out  of  the  working  ftrength 
of  it,  for  the  work  of  it  is  tlie  v/arfjrc  of  it ;  therefore, 
if  the  working  ftrength  of  it  be  from  the  law,  fo  rauft 
the  warring  ftrength  of  it  be  :  and  if  it  work.  and.  war 
in  believers,  how  powerfully  does  it  work  and  carry  all 
before  it  in  thefe  that  have  no  true  grace,  and  when  it 
meets  with  no  oppofition  ?  It  is  true,  the  ftrength  of  it 
appears  moft,  where  there  is  moft  oppofition  to  it ;  but 
yet  they  are  mjft  under  the  ftrength  of  it,  t.>  whom  the 
ftrength  of  it  does  leaft  appear. 

5.  The  wounding  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law. 
Whence  comes  a  wounded  fpirit,  but  from  fin?  Whence 
comes  the  wounded  ftrength  of  fin,  but  from  the  law  ? 
A  ^^oundcd  Spirit  nubo  can  bear  ?  Why,  what  makes  it 
intolerable?  Evenbecaufe  the  broken  law  prefents  the  in- 
tolerable  v/rath  of  God,  the  interminable  wrath  of -God, 
the  everkfting  wrath  of  Gi^d,  as  t!ie  native  fruit  of  fin: 
aiiJ  when  eternal  wr-ath  and  eten^al  d?ath  is  ftinging  and 
tjrmenting  the  man's  conf^ience,  what  is  then  a-doing? 
Why,  the  matter  is.  The  f ting  of  d;:atb  is  fin  ^  and  tke 
ftrength  offni  is  the  law/  and  that  fting  is  flicking  in 
the  heart,  and  wounding  the  fpirit.  Many,  indeed, 
are  not  v/cunded  by  fin,  becaufe  (in  is  fleeping,  and  the 
guilty  confcience  fleeping  ;  but,  the  lefs  they  fee  of  the 
wounding  ftrength  of  fin,  the  more  wounds  are  abiding 
them,  v/hen  fin  revives  and  confcience  wakens. 

6.  The  killing  ftrength  of  fin  is  from  the  law,  and  the 
dellroying  power  thereof;  for  the  v/ages  of  fin  is  death 
by  the  law,  Rf)m.  vi.  23.;  foul-death,  as  well  as  bodily 
death:  and  the  text  fays,  that  as  fin  is  the  fting  of  death, 
fo  the  law  is  tlie  ftrength  of  fia.  And  thus  the  law  not 
only  hath  a  condemning  ftrength,   that  it  derives  from 

£n,  bat  a  damning  and  dedroymg  ftrength  alfo ;    fin 
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could  not  damn  the  finner,  if  the  law  did  not  damn  fin, 
and  give  a  damning  ftrength  thereunto.  All  that  die 
out  cf  Ghrift,  and  under  the  law,  will  ly  under  the 
damning  and  deftroying  ftrength  of  fin  for  ever,  which 
it  derives  from  the  law.  Thus  the  niAl  part  are  mifer- 
ably  flain  by  fin  to  eternity.  There  are  lonie  few,  that 
?.re  mercifully  llain  by  it  in  time,  as  the  apolile  fnys, 
Rom.  vii.  IT."  For  fin,  taking  occafijn  by  the  command- 
ment, deceived  me,  and  by  it  flew  me  :''  it  flew  him, 
and  put  an  end  to  his  felf-righteous  life  ;  *'  I  was  alive 
without  the  law  once  ;  but  when  the  commandment 
came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died,"  ver.  9.  This  is  when 
the  Spirit  of  God  flicws  to  a  man  the  fpirit  of  the  law, 
that  had  ftudied  nothing  before  but  the  letter  cf  it,  and 
fo  kills  all  his  hopes  of  life  and  juftification  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law. — ^l^hiis  you  have  a  hint  at  the  ftrength  that 
fin  derives  from  the  law;  and  whatever  other  ftrength 
it  hath,  is  reducible  to  thefe  particulars  named. 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed,  was,  To  fliew,  what 
fin  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of.  In  general,  the  law  is 
the  llrength  of  all  fin,  whether  original  or  adlual.  The 
apoftle  fjxjaks  here  cf  fin  in  general ;  Tke  ftrength  offm 
is  the  lavs.     More  particularly, 

[i.]  The  law  is  the  ftrength  of  original  fin,  whether 
imputed  or  inherent.  Imputed  original  fin,  you  know, 
is  the  guilt  of  Adam's  firft  fin,  which  is  ours  by  impu- 
tation :  inherent  original  fin  is  the  total  want  of  original 
righteoufnefs,  and  the  corruption  of  the  whole  nature, 
which  we  have  by  derivation  from  Adam.  Now,  the 
ftrength  of  both  is  the  law,  and  the  ftrength  of  both  re- 
mains in  all  that  are  under  the  law,  and  out  of  Chrift ; 
for,  while  men  are  under  the  law,  they  are  members  of 
the  firft  Adam,  in  whom  as  their  federal  head,  they 
ft  and  guilty  of  the  firft  fin,  the  violation  of  the  law,  or 
covenant  of  works  ;  and  from  whom,  as  their  natural 
root,  they  derive  the  whole  depravation  and  corruption 
of  their  nature  :  for,  By  the  offence  of  one  ^judgment  came 
upon  all  men  unto  condemnation;  and.  By  one  man  fin  en- 
tered into  the  vjorld,  Rom.  v.  12.  18.  The  ftrength  then 
of  this  original  guilt  and  corruptiou  fl^owa  Itota  >Jfta  nv^- 
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lated  law  :  all  that  are  under  the  law,  are  guilty  and 
filthy  by  nature,  before  ever  they  be  capable  of  aflual 
fin%  The  mofl:  innocent- like  children  that  are  born, 
and  conas:  of  Adam,  are  nothing  but  a  generation  of 
vipers  by  nature ;  the  venom  of  the  ferpent  is  ia 
them. 

[2.]  The  law  is  the  (Irength  of  all  ^Tftual  fm  :  it  is 
not  only  the  ftreogth  of  the  root,  but  the  ftrength  of 
the  fruit ;  and,  indfeed,  -being  the-  Ilrength  of  the  foun- 
tain, it  mull  be  the  ftrdngth  of  the  ftreams.  The  foun- 
tain of  fin  is  the  ftrength  of  fin  ;  and  if  the  law  be  the 
ftrength  of  the  fountain,  it  is  the  ftrength  of  the  ftreamg 
of  fin.  While  a  man  is  out  of  Ghrift,  the  ftrength  of 
fm  remains,  even  though  it  were  poflible  that  he  had 
not  been  guilty  of  any  a£lual  fin  ;  becaufe  the  ftreagtti 
of  original  fin,  both  imputed  and  inherent,  remains, 
■^^^l^ile  he  remains  under  the  power  of  a  violated  law. 
But  with  refpeSt  to  a£tual  fin,  both  inward  and  outward, 
the  ftrength  thereof  is  this  broken  law,  that  men  remain 
\mder,  while  they  remain  in  unbelief,  and  out  of  Ghrift. 
For  inftance, 

4.  The  ftrength  of  Atheifni  arifes  from  the  broken 
law  that  men  are  under ;  hence,  all  that  are  without 
Ghrift,  are  faid  to  be  without  God,  [or.  Atheists,]  in 
the  world,  Eph.  ii.  12.  The  power  of  Atheifra  is  never 
broken,  while  people  are  under  the  law ;  becaufe,  as 
the  broken  law  can  give  them  no  right  notions  of  Go^, 
being  never  defigned  of  God  as  the  mean  of  the  faving 
knowledge  of  God  to  a  finner,  fo  it  fills  the  finner  wrUi 
wrong  notions  of  God,  who  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
taw,  but  in  the  gofpel.  Since  the  violation  of  the  law 
by  fin,  God,  in  a  manner,  is  gone  out  of  the  law,  and 
fe  to  be  found  no  where  but  in  Ghrift  *nd  thte  gofpel. 
Now,  when  the  finner s,  that  are  under  the  law,  cannot 
nppi'ehend  God,  cr  feek  him  any-where  but  where  they 
themfelves  are,  namely,  in  the  law,  and  under  the  law; 
Sand  ais  he  is  not  there  to  be  feen  and  found,  no  wonder 
that  they  begin  to  think  that  he  is  no-where,  and  con- 
sequently to  fay  in  their  heart.  There  is  no  God;  and 
thus  Atheifm  is  ftrengthened  :  tfnd  hence  the  moll  part 
<hf  men  have  ^0  cleat  notions  of  God  at  all,  becaufe 
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they  are  under  the  law,  where  G»jd  is  not  prefjnt  witli 
them;  or,  if  they  who  are  under  the  law  have  ^ny  clear 
notions  of  God,  fuited  to  the  Hate  they  are  under,  it  is 
a  notion  of  him  as  a  coniuming  fire  to  the  breaker  r^f 
his  law.  But  this  view  of  God,  if  it  be  not  mercifully 
ordered  and  over-ruled,  for  maicing  a  man  to  flee  to 
Chrift  for  refuge,  that  he  may  not  be  confumed  with 
that  fire  ;  if  it  be  not  thus  mercifully  over-ruled,  I  fay, 
then,  it  is  but  a  root  of  praftical  atheifm  ;  for,  it  makes 
him  run  away  from  God  as  Adam  did,  and  hide  himfelf, 
where  he  atheiftically  dreams  that  God  ihall  not  fcj 
him. 

2.  The  ftrength  of  unbelief  arifcs  from  the  broken 
law  that  men  are  under,  and  keep  themfclves  under  t^) 
their  own  ruin.  Why  do  they  nr)t  believe  the  gofpel  ? 
They  will  not  join  in  marriage  with  Chrift,  becaufe  they 
are  married  to  the  law  :  hence  marriage  to  Chrift,  fun- 
pofes  a  divorce  from  the  law,  Rom.  vii.  4.  Mens  legal 
faith,  believing  God  will  give  them  life  and  mercy  upon 
their  own  obedience,  or  doing  fo  and  fo,  is  the  very 
ftrength  of  unbelief:  for  gofpel-faith  Aands  upon  a  quite 
other  foundation,  while  it  is  a  believing  life  and  lalvati- 
on  to  be  had  by  the  obedience  of  another,  even  of  Jefus 
ChrilV.  Now,  while  the  law  of  works  fays,  Cr)me  it)  nie 
for  life;  or.  Do  and  live ;  and  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  fays, 
**  You  wijl  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life  ;" 
and  the  finner's  ears  are  open  only  to  hear  what  the  law 
fays ;  he  cannot  believe  what  the  gofpel  fays,  nor  can 
fall  in  with  it ;  becaufe  the  remaining  power  of  the  bro- 
ken  law,  which  he  is  under,  hath  broken  his  courage 
and  confidence  in  coming  to  God  upon  any  other  foot- 
ing. 

3.  The  ftrength  of  enmity  arifes  from  the  broken  law, 
which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and  which  men  are  natural- 
ly under.  It  is  the  ftrength  of  enmity  againft  God  and 
Chrift  both,  againft  law  and  gofpel  bpth.  On  the  one 
hand,  while  a  man  is  under  the  law  that  is  violated  by 
him,  it  fays,  that  he  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  that  he  is 
under,  as  it  is  with  all  that  are  under  the  law ;  The 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  Gcd,  and  is  notfubjedl  to  the 
las»  of  Gody   neither  indeed  can   he^  Rom,  V\\\.  ^  •    ^^ 

Vol.  V.  t  F  c^\\x\o\. 


ro  The  Stvengtb  of  Sin^  Ser.  LXXV, 

cannot  be  fubje£l  to  the  law  he  is  under :  and  it  is 
lirange  that  men  fliould  naturally  defire  to  be  under  the 
law  as  a  covenant,  which  yet  they  cannot  be  fubjeft  to 
as  a  rule,  by  reafon  of  their  carnal  mind  and  wicked 
3iature.  However,  the  enmity  of  the  nature  is  not  cured, 
but  flrengthened  by  the  law:  for,  let  God  therein  appear 
as  a  commanding  God,  we  cannot  obey  hira  ;  let  him 
appear  as  a  threatening  God,  we  cannot  endure  him; 
let  the  law  thunder  out  vengeance,  this  may  fill  the  man 
vvith  flavifli  fear,  but  cannot  create  love;  nay,  it  in- 
creafes  enmity. — On  the  other  hand,  as. the  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  againll  God  in  the  law,  fo  the  legal  mind  is 
enmity  againil  Chrilt  in  the  gofpel,  Rom.  x.  3.  Men 
being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  .and  going  about 
to  eitablilh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  do  not,  and  will  not, 
fubmit  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.     Hence, 

4.  The  ftrength  of  prejudice  againil  Chriil  arifes  from 
the  broken  law  that  men  are  under,  and  wedded  natu- 
rally  unto  :  the  law  of  works,  that  they  are  under,  can 
rxeither  fave  them  itfelf,  nor  will  it  fufier  them  to  go  to 
Chriil  to  be  faved  by  him.  Though  the  law  cannot  fave 
a  finner,  but  damns  all  that  are  under  it,  and  remain 
under  it ;  yet  it  points  out  no  other  way  of  falvation; 
it  is  the  gofpel  does  that :  the  law  leads  a  finner  no 
where  but  to  itfelf.  It  is  true,  the  law  is  faid  to  be  a 
Ibhoolmafter  to  lead  unto  Ghrift ;  or,  as  the  word  is, 
Gal.  iii.  24.  a  Scboolmafttr  unto  Cbrift ;  or,  unul 
Cbrift  come.  At  the  fchool  of  the  law,  under  the 
convincing  influence  of  the  Spirit,  men  may  come  to  fee 
their  need  of  a  better  mailer  than  the  law,  and  fo  their 
netid  of  Chriil ;  but  the  law  of  itfalf,  as  it  never  reveal- 
ed Chriil,  nor  led  to  any  other  righteoufnefs  but  that 
which  is  perfonal;  fo,  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works,  it 
ieeks  no  righteoufnefs  but  the  man's  own  perfonal  obe- 
dience; and  this  being  naturally  impreffed  upon  all  men, 
tiiey  having  fome  dim  notions  of  life  by  doing,  are  filled 
with  prejudice  againil  life,  by  believing  in.  another  for 
righteoufnefs :  hence,  all  that  are  wedded  to  the  law, 
are  filled  with  prejudice  againfl  the  gofpel,  as  if  it  were 
no  friend  to  the  holinefs  of  the  law  ;  becaufe,  forfooth, 
It  decries  tlieir  rotten  righteoufnefs,  in  order  to  lay  w^- 
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thcr  foundation  on  which  true  holhiefs  doth  grow  :   hut 
this  the  man  under  the  law  cannot  undtrlland.     For^ 

5,  The  flrengtli  of  pride  arilca  IVmii  the  law;  V/tere 
is  boafting  tben?  It  is  excluded:  By  ivi-'at  hi^c:?  Of  'works? 
Nay^  but  by  the  law  of  fuitb^  Horn.  iii.  27.  As  prid'i 
was  the  root  of  the  firlt  rebellion  and  breach  of  the  law, 
while  this  temptation  was  yielded  to,  Tou  Jhnll  he  as  gods; 
fo,  in  the  righteous  jud,:iment  of  Cxod,  the  broken  law- 
is  the  root  of  pride.  They  that  are  under  the  law,  are 
proud  of  that  which  fliould  lay  their  pride  ;  proud  of  a 
trifle,  proud  of  a  nothing,  proud  of  rags  that  cannot 
cover  their  nakednefs  ;  yea,  of  filthy  raj;s  that  but  de- 
file them  :  they  glory  in  their  Ihame.  Whenever  a  man 
comes  in  to  Chrifl,  he  is  alhamed  of  that  which  was  his 
glory,  and  counts  that  but  lofs  which  he  reckoned  gain  to  , 
him;  but  while  he  remains  out  of  Chrift,  and  under  the 
law,  he  glories  in  that  which  is  liis  Jhaiiie.  Is  it  not  a 
ihame  for  a  mart  to  glory  in  tliat  which  is  but  Uinking 
dung?  So  do  thefe  fecretly  boafl  of,  and  pride  them- 
felves  in  fome  poor  petty  duty  and  righteoufnefs  of  theirs; 
whereas  the  apoflle  calls  all  perfunal  righteoufnefs  dung, 
when  compared  with  Chrift's  imputed  righteoufnefs, 
Phil.  iii.  8,  9.  But  much  more,  is  it  not  a  Ihame  for 
men  to  glory  in  their  fins,  as  fjme  do  in  their  profane 
fwearing,  and  drinking,  and  the  like  debauchery  I  Yet, 
even  this  is  rooted  in  the  violated  law.     For, 

6.  Even  the  ftrength  of  profanenefs  arifes  from  the 
broken  law,  that  men  are  under  and  remain  under  by- 
unbelief.  Though  profane  perfons  are  evidently  under 
no  fubjedlion  to  the  law,  yet  even  their  profanenefs 
proves  that  they  are  under  bondage  to  it :  for  no  man 
is  under  the  bondage  of  fin,  and  under  fubjedlion  to  it, 
but  he  that  is  under  the  bondage  of  the  law,  both  in  its 
commanding  and  condemning  power ;  and  though  the 
fenfe  of  their  obligation  to  the  law-command  be  of  no 
force  to  bind  them  to  obedience,  yet  the  ftrength  of 
their  fin*'  and  difobediencc  difcovers  the  ftrength  of  a  le- 
gal temper,  and  the  power  of  a  covenant  of  works  that 
they  are  under.  You  will  think  ftrange  to  underftand, 
that  there  is  a  fecret  boafting  of  their  la\v-r\^\.eo\AxvtX.^^ 
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even  under  the  open  qontempt  they  are  pouring  upon 
the  authority  of  the  law  ;  and  this  appears,  either  ivt 
their  ignorant  hopp,  on  the  one  hand;  or  their  foolilh 
defpair,,  on  the  other. — On  the  one  hand,  their  ignorant 
hope,  thinking  eitlier  the  law  will  juftify  them  in.their 
prefcnt  impiety,  or  upon  their  future  amendment  and 
penitency  :  hence  profane  men  will  juftify  themfelves 
in  their  curfuig,  and  fwearitig,  and  drinking,  though 
they  fwear  by  faith  and  conscience ;  why,  fay  they» 
that  is  no  fwearkig  :  and  though  they  drink  away  their 
llock,  or  tipple  away  their  time  ;  yet  if  they  have  any 
fenfe  or  reafon  left,  why^  fay  they,  that  is  no  drunken- 
iiefs  :  and  as  they  juftify  themfelves,  fo  they  hope  the 
law  will  not  condemn  them  ;  and  fo  they  expedl  it  will 
juftify  them  :  there  is  part  of  their  ignorant  hope,  Deut. 
xxix.  19* — On  the  other  hand*,  foolifli  defpair  may  be 
latent  at  the  root  of  their  profanenefs,  which  alfo  difco- 
vers  how  much  they  are  wedded  to  the  law,  even-  when 
they  are  breaking  it-  Perhaps  they  hav«  eflayed  fome 
duties,  at  a  certain  time  of  their  life ;  or,  at  leaft,  been 
confcious  of  the  obligation*  they  were  under  to  obey  the 
law ;  but  having  little  hope  of  fuccefs,  or  coming  fpeed 
that  way,  or  of  gaining  life  by  their  doing,  they  are  be- 
come defperate  :  and,  the  more  they  give  up  themfelves 
to  profanenefs,  the  more  defperate  they  grow,  and  bope- 
lefs  of  winning  life  by  the  law,  or  of  paying  the  debt 
they  owe  to  it ;  therefore,  like  defperate  debtors,  find- 
ing themfelves  out  of  capacity  to  pay  it,  they  take  on 
ftill  more  and  more,  concluding  there  is  no  hope,  Jer. 
xxii.  25.  and  xviii.  i2, :  Which  does  not  at  all  prove 
that  they  have  no  manner  of  incfination  to  pay  debt, 
but  rather  their  fecret  willingnefs  to  do  it  if  they  were 
able,  but  that  they  have  no  hope.  Such  is  the  cafe  of 
many  profane  perfons,  they  are  defperately  taking  on 
more  and  more  debt  to  the  law  by  their  ffn,  which  is  fo 
far  from  proving  them  to  be  under  the  law,  that  as  it 
declares  them  under  the  curfe  of  it ;  fo  it  proves  their 
fecret  inclination  to  do  and  live ;  that  it  is  through  dcf- 
peration  they  give  up  themfelves  to  all  wickedncfs, 
having  no  hope  of  life  that  way :  and  the  more  their 
profanenefs  increafes,  the  mote  iWvt  d^t^^^Uon  grows,. 
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wliereby  they  take  on  more  and  more  debt,  being  hopc- 
lefs  of  ever  paying  it,  and  expefting  no  profit  in  obey- 
ing the  law,  Job  xxi.  15.  Thus  tJiere  is  at  the  bottom 
a  ftrength  of  legal  pride :  becaufe  the  man  cannot  win 
life  by  his  doing,  therefore  he  defperately  fights  againll: 
that  law  which  he  hath  no  hope  of  Satisfying,  and  chufes 
rather  to  be  damned  in  his  unrighteoufnefs,  than  be  o- 
bliged  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  another. 

7.  The  ftrength  of  hypocrify  and  formality  arifes  from 
the  broken  and  miftaken  law ;  hence,  they  that  are  un- 
der the  law,  are  under  this  delufion,  that  the  law  will 
be  pleafed  with  any  fervice  they  may  give  it,  though  it 
be  but  outfide  conformity  thereunto ;  like  the  Pharifees, 
of  whofe  legal  performances  Chrilt  fays.  Except  your 
righteoufnefs  exceed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees^  you  cannot  be  faved.  The  legalill  is  a  lover  of 
himfelf,  and  his  own  righteoufnefs  ;  and  his  felf-love 
blinds  him,  that  he  fecretly  fuppofes  any  thing  that  comes 
from  him  will  be  acceptable  to  the  law^  As  the  law  is 
broken  and  violated,  l*o  it  is  but  broken  pieces  of  the 
law  that  he  fees,  becaufe  his  underftanding  alfo  is  broken 
and  blinded,  he  know^  not  the  perfeftion  thereof ;  and 
therefore,  making  to  himfelf  an  imperfefit  law,  he  doubts 
not  but  it  will  be  Satisfied  with  his  imperfe£t  righteouf- 
nefs :  yea,  he  may  think  his  righteoufnefs  as  perfedt  as 
the  law  is,  laying,  with  the  young  man  in  the  gofpel, 
**^  All  thefe  things  have  I  done  from  my  youth  up." 
Thus  hyjiocrify  and  formality  iffue  from  the  law  as  it  is 
broken  and  abufed,  manked  and  maimed  by  them  that 
are  under  it. 

8.  The  ftrength  of  Security  arifes  from  the  law,  as  it 
is  broken  and  abufed  by  men :  for  they  th^t  are  under 
ihe  law,  make  their  very  obedience  to  it  (however  moral 
and  external  only  it  is)  a  handle  for  their  Security,  con-  - 
tempt,  and  negle6l  of  the  law.  Thus  Said  the  whore  in 
Prov,  vii.  14.  ^^  This  day  have  I  paid  my  vows,  and 
ofieifed  ray  peace-offering ;  come  let  us  take  our  fill  of 
loves."  Her  duty  hardened  her  in  fin  and  Security ; 
and  thus  many  go  to  the  church,  they  go  to  their  pray- 
ers, they  go  to  their  duty ;  and  then  they  imagine,  that 
as  thej  have  made  ftifficient  amends  £ot  vj\v^X  \^  ^^.V^^ 
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they  have   made  fufficient  provlfion  for  preventing  the 
bad  eftecls  of  what  is  to  come  ;  they  may  now  indulge 
themfelves  in  their  pleafiire,  fince  they  fuppofe  they  have 
fatisfied  the    Law-giver  with  fome  obedience.     What 
is  this  but  the  ftrength  of  fecurity  fodered  by  the  law  ? 
•When  men  after  fuch  and  fuch  duties  allow  themfelves 
a  latitude,  they  draw  ftrength  to  their  carnal  fecurity 
f.'om  the  law;   "  We  fhall  have  peace,  though  we  walk 
after  the  imaginations  of  our  hearts."  And  thus  it  is  the 
ftrength  of  negligence  alfo:  none  are  readily  more  negli- 
gent of  the  duties  of  the  law,  than  thefe  that  boaft  of  the 
law,  and  of  winning  to  heav^en  by  their  good  works; 
whence  is  this,  but  from  the  law  of  works  cutting  them 
ihort  of  ftrength  through  their  abufe  of  it  ?     Why,  is  it 
poflTible  that  men  will  neglcdl  duty,   and  yet  think  to  be 
juftified  by  their  duties  ?    Yea,   and  why  fo  ?    Becaufe 
th^ey  make  thei**  own  duty  a  falve  for  their  fore ;  and  as 
they  but  feldom  find  their  fores,   fo  they  feldom  make 
application  even  of  their  own  falve.     In  a  word,  the  law 
of  works  is  thus  the  ftrength  of  all  fin.  , 


o*- 


IV.  The  finirth  thing  propofed,  was,  To  fhow  how 
and  in  what  refpedl  the  law  is  tl|E^  ftrength  of  fin.  This 
i^  the  main  queftion  and  the  grand  myftery  here  to  be 
folved  ;  for,  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  is  plain 
from  the  text,  wherein  the  Hclv  Ghoft  declares  it  in 
exprefs  terms  ;  terms  that  we  durft  never  have  ufed,  if 
the  Spirit  of  God  had  not  ufed  them  before  us  :  but  how 
the  lu;v  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  remains  yet  to  be  confi- 
dered.  Befides  the  hints  that  I  have  given  befgre,  there 
are  thefe  eight  following  refpe£ts,  v/herein  the  law  of 
works,  now  violated  and  broken,  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
ever  fince  the  original  breach  and  violation  thereof. 

I.  The  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  refpeft  of  the 
extenfive  maledidlion  and  curfe  of  the  law,  whereof  die 
pcnver  and  ftrength  of  fin  is  a  principal  part,  and  fo  the 
breach  of  it  could  not  but  rieceflarily  infer  the  ftrength 
of  fin.  Death  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal,  was  the 
penalty  of  the  law,  in  cafe  of  the  breach  thereof.  Now, 
fpiritual  death  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  power  of  fin  ;  and 
this  power  of  fin,  or  Ipiritud  death,   being  the  main 
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breach  of  the  law-threatenirig;  **^In  the  clay  thou  eateft 
thou  fhaltfurely  die,"  Ezek.  xviii.  4.  Gal.  iii.  10.  Now, 
this  is  the  primary  and  radical  refpeft  wherein  the  law  is 
called  the  ftrength  of  fin ;  any  other  particular  that  I  am 
to  mention,  is  rather  fecondary  and  confequential  unto 
this*  Let  this,  therefore,  be  remembered,  as  the  main 
thing,  the  chief  refpedl  wherein  the  law  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  that  it  cannot  be  otherwife  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  and  according  to  the  conllitution  of  the  law,  or 
covenant  of  works,  denouncing  the  leading  judgment  of 
fpiritual  death  upon  the  breaker  of  it.  No  fooner  was 
it  broken,  than  mankind  came  uoder  the  curfe  of  it; 
and  all  men,  by  nature,  being  under  the  curfe  of  the- 
law,  they  are  by  this  very  curfe  under  the  power  and 
ftrength  of  fin,  becaufe  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the.  main 
part  of  the  curfe  of  the  law  :  man's  being  given  up  to 
the  power  of  fin,  is  the  main  branch  of  the  punifhment 
of  fin,  and  the  chief  death  threatened  in  the  law.  Tem- 
poral death  is  nothing,  if  you  take  away  the  ftrength  of 
fin  ;  it  hath  no  fting,  no  ftrength  to  harm.  Eternal 
death  would  have  no  being ;  and,  as  it  lies  in  mere  tor- 
ment,  is  but  the  confequential  evil  of  fin^  and  nothing  to 
the  intrinfical  evil  and  power  of  it  in  fpiritual  death. 
This  being  the  main  threatening,  the  main  curfe  ;  to  be 
under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  under  the  power  of  fin, 
is  one  and  the  fame  thing.  In  this  refpedl  then,  efpeci- 
ally,  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law.  Happy  is  the  be- 
liever  in  Ghrift,  that  is  delivered  from  the  curfe  of  the 
Jaw ;  for,  ipfo  faEho^  by  this  very  mean  he  is  delivered 
from  the  ftrength  of  fin  :  and  fad  is  your  cafe,  that  are 
Chriftlefs  unbelieving  finners,  and  who  have  never  fled 
to  Ghrift  for.  refuge  \  for  you,  being  under  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  are  necefl'arily  under  the  power  of  fin:  This  is 
the  main  part  of  your  ourfed  ftate,  that  the  ftrength  of 
iin  is  not  felt,  is  not  broken,  is  not  weakened  in  you  ; 
but  its  commanding  and  condemning  power  both  of 
them  remain,  and  will  remain  while  you  are  under  the 
law, for  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law;  and  if  you  be  not 
•disjoined  and  divorced  from  the  law,  and  joined  and 
tmited  to  Ghrift  the  end  of  the  law,  the  iirength  of  fin 
will  be  your  death  ^n(X  yotir  doom  for  ever.    li\3X  \^\^^ 
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2.  The  la\V  is  the  llrength  of  fin,  in  refpeft  of  its  of- 
fice, to  difcover  fin,  and  make  it  known  in  the  power 
and  llrength  of  it ;  Rom.  iii.  20.  By  the  law  is  the  inoia- 
ledge  of  fin;  for,  without  the  law,  iin  was  dead,  fays  the 
fame  apoflle,  Rom.  vii.  8.  Dead,  and,  as  it  were,  def- 
titute  of  life  and  ftrength,  becaufe  the  life  and  power  of 
it  was  hid  and  out  of  fight;  For  I  vjas  alive  'without  tbe 
/^/u',  fays  he,  ver.  9.  Before  the  commandment  came  with 
power,  difoovering  the  fpirituality  of  the  law,  I  was,  as 
it  were,  without  the  law  ;  and  fo  they  that  are  without 
law,  are  without  fin  :  for,  Where  no  law  is,  there  is  no 
tranfin-ej/ton.  AVithout  the  law,  then,  fin  was  dead, 
and  1  was  alive ;  the  life  and  fl;rength  of  fin  did  not  ap- 
pe.'ir ;  and  I  thought,  I  had  an  innocent  and  holy  life  of 
it:  But  when  the  cQmmandment  ccvie,  fo.as  by  the  law  I 
got  the  knowledge  of  fin,  then  the  life  and  ftrength  of 
Iin  appeared  ;  fin  revived,  and  I  died.  Before  the  law 
came  with  convincing  power,  might  he  fay,  fin  was 
dead,  and  I  was  alive  ;  bat  whenever  the  command- 
ment came,  giving  me  the  knowledge  of  fin,  then  fin 
was  alive,  and  I  died;  my  carnal  confidence  died,  my 
hope  of  life  by  the  law  died:  for  then  I  faw  the  ftrength 
of  fin.  Thus  the  law  is  the  fl:rength  of  fin,  in  refpeft 
of  its  difcovering  the  life  and  ftrength  of  it,  which  with- 
out the  law  is  dead.  AVhy,  may  one  think,  if  fin  be 
dead  without  the  law,  then  better  want  the  law  that 
Rives  life  to  it.  To  this  we  reply  ;  The  apoftle  here 
fpcaks  of  fin's  being  dead  in  point  of  the  difcovery  there- 
of;  and  fin's  being  dead  in  this  fenfe,  and  the  ftrength 
of  it  hid,  is  no  mercy,  but  a  mifery.  It  is  the  niifery  « 
of  unconverted  finners,  that  the  ftrength  of  it  lies  dead  , 
and  buried,  as  it  were,  in  the  rotten  fepulchre  of  their 
wicked  heart  and  corrupt  nature,  where,  like  a  flinking 
carcafe,  it  is  putrifying  the  whole  f«ul ;  while  yet  the 
finner,  that  is  alfo  dead  in  fins  and  trefpafies,  does  not 
find  the  filthy  fmell  thereof;  for  fin  is  nothing  but  death 
and  putrefaftion,  but  the  dead  man  does  not  find  the 
filthy  fmell  of  death  and  rottennefs  about  hina.  The 
life  and  ftrength  of  fin  is  juft  fpiritual  death,  and  foul- 
dcfileraent ;  and  when  this  death  is  hid  and  out  of  fight 
to  the  Unncr.y  and  unfelt  by  h\ui^  \iv^  ftr^o^th  of  that 
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fin  and  death  is  not  the  lefs,  but  the  more  fearful  au 
ftrong,  that  it  is  not  feen  and  felt :  therefore,  as  it  is  a 
mercy  to  get  cffeftual  c6nvi£tion  of  fin  by  the  law,  fo  it 
is  a  mifery  to  be  under  the  power  and  ftrength  of  fin, 
and  yet  not  to  know  it;  for  then  thefinner,  that  is  alive 
without  the  law,  is  but  living  in  fin,  and  yet  dead  while 
he  lives :  the  ftrength  of  fin  being  dead  and  hid  to  him, 
while  without  the  law,  which  is  the  llrength  of  fin,  in 
refpeft  of  its  office  to  difcovcr  it.   * 

3.  The  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  refpcdl  of  its 
deficiency  and  weaknefs  through  our  flefli  to  dellroy  the 
ftrength  of  fin  ;  *^  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that 
it  was  weak  through  the  flefli,  God  fending  his  own  Son, 
in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefli,  and  for  fin  condemned  fia 
in  the  flefli,'*  Rom.  viii.  3.  The  law  is  faid  to  be  weak 
through  the  flefli,  or  through  our  corrupt  nature,  info- 
much,  that  it  cannot  juftify  a  finner,  it  cannot  fan£tify, 
it  cannot  fa  ve:  the  broken  law  cannot  give  life  or  ftrength 
to  the  breaker  of  it ;  there  is  no  help  to  be  expcfted  there 
againft  the  ftrength  of  fin.  Its  commanding,  condemn- 
ing, enflaving,  and  ruining  ftrength  being  from  the 
law,  is  violated  by  us ;  furely  no  help  againft  the  domi- 
nion and  rule  cf  fin  can  come  from  the  law :  yea,  the 
law  was  never  ordained  of  God  to  convey  grace,  or  fpi- 
ritual  ftrength,  to  the  foul  of  man  :  had  it  not  been  fo, 
the  proraife  and  the  gofpel  had  been  needlefs,  as  the 
apoftle  argues,  Gal.  iii.  21.  **  If  there  had  been  a  law 
given  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  rightcoufnefs 
fliGuld  have  been  by  the  few.'*  If  it  could  have  given 
life  or  ftrength,  then  it  wculd  have  produced  rightcouf- 
nefs, and  we  fliould  have  been  juftified  by  it.  The  law 
difcoveri  fin  and  condemns  it,  but  gives  no  ftrength  to 
cppofe  it;  it  was  never  defigned  of  God  as  bis  ordinance 
for  the  dethroning  of  fin,  nor  for  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
power  of  fin.  It  was  defigned  to  declare  the  whok  duty 
of  man,  but  never  had  power  to  bar  the  entrance  of  fin„ 
nor  to  caft  out  fin,  when  it  is  once  enthrocted  1  and  the 
broken  taw  hath  nothing  to  do  with  finners^  but  to 
judge,  curfe,  and  condemn  them ;  it  oetther  contains 
any  grace,  nor  communicates  any  for  thse  dcftroying  of 
fin:  tlierefore,  they  that  arc  under  tiie\aN«^  «^  \o^« 
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the  dominion  of  fin.  The  law  is  holy,  but  it  cannot 
make  them  holy  that  have  made  therafelves  unholy; 
the  law  is  juft,  but  it  cannot  make  them  juft,  nor  juftiiFy 
them  whom  it  does  condemn ;  the  law  is  good,  but  it 
can  do  them  no  good  who  have  once  broken  it.  Sin 
will  never  be  dethroned  by  it,  and  will  never  give  place 
to  the  law,  either  in  its  title  to  dominion,  or  in  its 
power  to  exert  the  fame.  When  the  law  preffes  on  the 
confcience  of  thefe  that  are  under  it,  perplexing  or  dif- 
quieting  them  ;  or  when  the  commandment  comes  unto 
them,  fo  as  fin  revives,  and  they  die,  as  I  faid  already; 
that  is,  when  the  law  gives  power  to  fin  to  flajrthe  hope 
of  the  finner,  and  to  dillrefs  him  with  the  apprehenfioa 
of  guilt  and  death  ;  when  the  law  is  thus  giving  power 
to  fin  to  difquiet  and  condemn  finners,  then,  being  preft 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  deprived  of  all  reft 
and  peace  in  their  minds,  they  will  refolve  to  caft  off 
the  yoke  of  fiti,  and  endeavour  it  in  fome  inftances  of 
duty,  and  abflinence  from  fin.  But,  alas!  the  law  can- 
not enable  them  hereunto ;  it  cannot  give  them  life  and 
fl:rength  to  go  through  with  what  their  conviftions  prefs 
them  unto ;  and  hence  they  faint  after  a  while,  and 
grow  weary,  and  at  length  give  quite  over,  if  grace 
come  not  in  with  that  aid  that  the  law  cannot  give. 

4.  The  law  is  the  fl:rength  of  fin,  not  only  in  refpefl: 
of  its  deficiency,  for  giving  fl:rength  againft  fin  ;  but  in 
refpeft  of  its  efficiency,  in  giving  fl:rength  to  fin  through 
the  corruption  of  our  nature.  As  the  law  is  weak 
through  the  flefli,  and  affords  no  fl:rength  againft  fin ;  fo 
it  is  ftrong  through  the  flefh,  for  increafing  the  ftrength 
of  fin.  In  the  former  it  is  deficient,  in  this  latter  it  is 
efficient  through  the  flefli ;  hence  it  is  faid,  Rom.  iv.  15. 
The  law  Hj)orketb  'Ojratb ;  that  is,  not  only  wrath  in  God 
againft  the  finner,  that  breaks  the  law  ;  but  alfo  wrath 
in  the  finner  againft  God,  and  Enmity  againft  him;  and 
both  thefe  go  together.  If  the  law  work  wrath  in  God 
againft  the  finner,  the  revelation  of  this  wrath  works 
wrath  and  enmity  in  the  finner  againft  God.  It  is  only 
the  love  and  gr^ce  of  God,  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  that 
works  love;  WeJove  bim^  becaufe  be  jirft  loved  us ,  I  John 
iv.  ip.     Now,  the  law  makes  no  levdalvou  of  the  love. 
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but  only  of  the  wrath  of  JCrod;  and  therefore  the  law^ 
as  it  is  the  revelation,  of  wrath,  worketh  wratli.  Try  it. 
when  you  will,  you  will  find  that  it  is  only  the  revelation 
of  God's  love  that  worketh  loye  ;  and  that  is  the  revela- 
tion of  him  in  the  gofpel,  as  a  gracious  God,  a  promif- 
.  ing  God,  a  pitying,  and  fin-pardoning  God,  a  recon- 
ciled God  in  Chrift,  this  works  love  :  but  God,  as  re- 
vealed in  the  broken  law,  is  merely  a  commanding  God, 
a  threatening  God,  a  judging  and  avenging  God,  a 
terrible  God,  a  confuming  fire  to  finners ;  and  this 
works  wrath  and  enmity.  'Now,  love  being  the  fulfil- 
ling of  the  law,  and  the  fum  thereof;  enmity  is  the  fum 
of  all  nn :  therefore,  while  the  law  works  wrath  and 
enmity,  it  is  tlie  ftrength  of  fin.  'f  he  gofpel  works 
love,  the  law  works  enmity :  and  as  the  faith  of  the 
gofpel  works  by  love  ;  fo  legal  faith,  or  rather  unbelief, 
works  by  enmity :  and  a3  the  law  works  wrath  and 
enmity,  fo  it  works  fear  and  Jpondage  ;  flavilli  fear,  and 
dreadful  bondage,  which  is  a^nded  with  diforder,  dif- 
turbance,  and  defpair. 

5.  The  law  is  the  flrength  of  fin,  in  refpc6l  of  its 
oppofition  to  the  gofpel,  wherein  grace  and  ftrength  alcme 
is  exhibited  for  the  deltrudlion  of  fin.  The  la^  is  not 
of  faith  ^  Gal.  iii.  ir. — The  law  and  grace  are  fet  in  op- 
pofition to  one-another,  in  many  places,  as  Rom.  xi.  6. 
"  If  by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  work,  otherwife  grace 
is  no  more  grace;  but  if  it  be  of  work,  then  it  is  no  more 
grace,  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work."  The  command 
of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  Do  and  live.,  ftands 
direftly  oppofite  to  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  to 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life  upon  the  doing  of  another  :  the 
threatening  of  the  law,  and  the  promife  of  it  alfo,  ftand 
diredlly  oppofite  to  the  profer  and  promife  of  the  gofpel; 
the  threatening  of  the  law  is  a  threatening  of  death  to 
the  finner  for  his  difobedience ;  the  promife  of  the  gof- 
pel is  a  promife  of  life  to  the  finner  through  the  obe- 
dience of  the  Surety  :  the  'promife  of  the  law  was  a 
promife  of  life  to  him  that  works  for  it,  and  works  per- 
fedliy ;  the  promife  of  the  gofpel  is  a  promife  of  life  to 
him  that  works  not, but  believes  on  him  that  juftifieth  the 
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ungodly^  Rom.  iv.  4,  5.  The  conditional  proruife  of 
the  law,  whereof  the  condition  is  no  lefs  than  perfeft, 
perfonal  obedience,  is  directly  oppofite  to  the  free  and 
abfolute  promife  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
grace  thereof,  which  is  to  be  had  without  money  and 
without  price, — The  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  gofpel,  ftand  alfo  dire£lly  oppofite: 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  only  for  the  perfect  man, 
that  never  finned ;  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  gofpel  is  for 
a  fmner,  a  fmner  overwhelmed  with  fin  :  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  the  law  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  man,  and  the  righ- 
teoufnefs of  the  gofpel  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God ;  it 
is  a  righteoufnefs  of  another,  and  in  another  than  our- 
felves  :  it  is  a  righteoufnefs  imputed  without  works,  to 
a  finner  believing  in  Chrift,Rom.iii.  21, 22.  The  ftrength 
of  the  law  for  obedience,  was  the  natural  fl:rength  that 
God  gave  to  Adam  at  firft  ;  it  was  home-bred,  and  yet 
but  ftrength  only  in  the  ftream,  which  is  dried  up,  fo 
as  by  nature  we  are  without  ftrength ;  and  fin  hath  the 
poffeffion  of  all  the  ftrength  of  nature  :  but  the  ftrength 
of  the  gofpel  is  a  borrowed  ftrength,  as  well  as  the  righ- 
teoufnefs a  borrowed  righteoufnefs,  faying.  In  the  Lord 
have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  ;  and  fo  it  is  the  ftrength 
of  the  fountain,  that  can  never  be  dried  up-  The  law, 
requires  all  to  be  done  in  our  own  ftrength ;  the  gofpel 
cxpefits  nothing  to  be  done  but  in  the  ftrength  .of  ano- 
ther :  the  law  gives  no  ground  of  claim  for  life,  but  by 
debt  to  the  doer ;  the  gofpel  gives  no  claim  for  it,  but 
by  grace  to  the  finner.  Now,  th^e  can  be  nothing 
more  oppofitjs  than  law  and  gofpel ;  and  therefore,  in 
refpefit  of  the  oppofition  of  the  law  to  the  gofpel  of  the 
grace  of  God,  it  may  be  called  the  ftrength  of  fin,  fincc 
it  oppofes^hat  which  alone  can  deftroy  that  ftrength. 

6.  The  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  refpeft  of  its 
agreement  with  the  natural  impreflion  that  it  hath  left 
upon  the  heart  of  the  children  of  men;  and  by  reafon  of 
which  they  ftand  out  againft  Chrift,  in  and  by  whom 
alone  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  broken:  I  call  it  an  agree- 
ment, becaufe  the  law,  though  it  will  never  accept  of 
any  work  that  a  finner  can  do,  yet  it  requires  the  finner 
fp  do  whatever  it  required  al  the  fttft^  and  that  under 
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the  pain  of  eternal  death,  which  he  hath  already  incur- 
red by  fin ;  and  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture  of  eternal 
life,  which  he  hath  already  forfeit  by  his  failure  ;  for 
the  law  hath  not  loft  its  authority  to  command,  though 
wc  have  loft  ability  to  obey.  Now,  the  natural  ini- 
preflions  that  the  law  hath  left  upon  the  children  of  nien^ 
are  agreeable  to  the  original  conftitution  of  the  law,  or 
covenant  of  works.  The  law  was  the  firft  liquor  pour- 
ed into  the  veffel  of  man's  nature,  and  the  veffel  fmells 
of  that  liquor  that  was  firft  put  into  it ;  hence  it  is  fo 
natural  for  all  men  to  expe£t  life  no  other  way  but  in 
a  way  of  doing  for  it.  And  thefe  legal  impreflions,  left 
on  our  nature  by  the  law,  are  the  ftrength  of  fin  in 
manifold  refpefls,  efpecially  in  their  agreement  with  the 
law  to  oppofe  Chrift  in  the  gofpel:  hence  the  legal  mind 
oppofes  Chrift  as  a  Prophet,  as  it  is  ignorant  of  God's 
rightcoufnefs,  and  averfe  from  being  taught  this  leffon, 
taking  up  God  as  ftill  dealing  with  it  in  the  old-covenant 
way.  The  legal  confcience  oppofes  Chrift  as  a  Prieft ; 
for,  whenever  it  is  awakened,  it  knows  nothing  of  feek- 
ing  peace  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  but  natively  looks  to 
the  law,  and  its  own  obedience  for  it,  faying,  O  fince 
I  have  difpleafed  God  by  my  difobedience,  how  fliall  I 
pleafe  him  but  by  my  obedience  ?  If  I  have  offended 
him  by  my  fin,  how  Ihall  I  pacify  him  but  by  my  duty? 
It  is  as  natural  for  confcience  thus  to  a£t  and  fpeak 
when  it  is  prefled,  as  it  is  natural  for  a  man  to  breathe 
in  the  air,  or  for  a  fifti  to.fwini  in  the  water:  hence  the 
natural  confcience,  inftead  of  leading  men  to  Chrift,  in 
whom  alone  God  is  well-pleafed  and  fatisfied,  it  leads 
thera  to  the  law,  and  fo  the  quite  oppofite  way  to  Chrift. 
The  legal  will  alfo  oppofes  Chrift  as  a  King ;  for,  when 
he  is  rejefted  as  a  Prieft,  he  cannot  be  received  as  a 
King :  for  his  fpiritual  kingdom  is  founded  upon  his 
Priefthood,  infomuch,  that  they  who  receive  him  not 
for  righteoufnefs,  cannot  receive  him  for  ftrength  ;  and 
consequently  the  ftrength  of  fin,  both  to  condemn  and 
command,  remains.  In  a  word,  the  will  is  unwilling 
to  be  faved  in  this  way  of  grace,  and  the  natural  man 
cannot  receive  thefe  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ^x»l 
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the  gofpel ;  men's  legal  notions  and  imaginations  exalt 
thenifelvcs  againft  the  knowled;^e  of  Chrift,  2  Cor.  x. 
4,  5.  And  they  are  fo  high  and  mighty,  that  nothing 
can  pull  them  down  but  the  power  of  omnipotency;  the 
weapons  that  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling 
down  of  ftrong  holds,  calling  down  imaginations,  and 
every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  know- 
ledge  of  God. — Again,  thefe  legal  impreffions  left  by 
the  law,  have  a  weakening  influence  upon  the  graces  of 
the  Spirit,  where  they  are  implanted  ;  for  the  implanta- 
tion of  grace  does  not  wholly  root  out  the  impreflion  of  the 
law  in  time,  fuch  a  deep  rooting  it  hath  in  our  nature.  . 
Thefe  weeds  of  legal  imprefTnns,  that  grow  up  in  the 
garden  of  the  heart,  draw  away  the  fap  and  ftrengh 

of  the  fruits   of   the  Spirit,    and    weaken  them. 

They  either  hinder  or  weaken  faith,  For  tbe  law  is  not 
offaitb:  it  oppofes  both  the  dodtrine  of  faith,  and  the  grace 
of  faith:  it  hinders  and  weakens  repentance;  for  gofpel- 
repentance  ifTues  from  that  faith  which  the  law  oppofes: 
it  hinders  and  weakens  love;  for  the  man  cannot  love  that 
God,  whom,  by  the  law,  he  apprehends  to  be  an  enemy: 
and  hence  it  hinders  and  oppofes  joy  in  the  Lord;  for  the 
legal  fpirit  is  a  fpirit  of  heavinefs,in  oppofition  to  joy;  and 
fo  it  eats  out  the  man's  ftrength,  for,  Tbe  joy  of  tbe  Lord 
is  our  ftrengtb  :  and,  confequently,  when  thus  the  law 
weakens  and  oppofes  the  ftrength  of  grace,  in  this  re- 
fpeft  it  is  the  ftrength  of  fin ;  its  agreement  with  the 
natural  impreflion  that' it  hath  left  on  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men,  creates  a  natural  difagreement  betwixt 
us  and  Chrift,  betwixt  us  and  the  gofpel,  and  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel.  Pride  of  natural  righteoufnefs  ftands  up 
againft,  and  oppofes  the  gofpel-righteoufnefs; 

7.  The  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  refpeft  of  the 
irritating  quality  of  its  precept  upon  corrupt  nature ; 
''  Sin,  taking  occafion  by  the  commandment,  wrought^ 
in  me  all  manner  of  concupifcence,"  Rom.  vii.  8.  And 
here  it  is  ftrange  to  think  of  the  different  efFefts  of  the  law 
of  works,  in  ftrengthening  fin  on  the  one  hand,  by  its 
agreement  with  proud  and  felf-righteous  nature,  as  I 
have  been  fliewing ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  its 
dihgrecablQixQ^s  with,  and  op][»ofitvoiv  uuto  carnal  and 
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corrupt  nature,  which  is  irritated  by  the  law.  Sin 
takes  occafion  by  the  commandment^  and  fo  the  law  is 
the  ftrength  of  fin  ;  as  it  is  in  the  Latin  proverb,  0.  cafio 
facit  furemy  *'  Occafion  makes  the  thief."  Thus 
Achan ;  I  faw  fuch  and  fuch  things,  and  feeing  them 
I  coveted  them,  and  took  them.  I'he  law  does  not, 
properly  fpeaking,  give  occafion  to  fin ;  but  fin  takes 
occafion  from  the  law  to  be  oj^erativc  and  working ; 
yea,  fuch  is  the  corruption  of  nature,  that  the  more 
God's  law  forbids  fin,  the  more  we  break  out  into  fin  ; 
as  a  dam  or  bank  made  in  the  midft  of  a  ftrong  current 
of  water,  the  more  it  is  dammed  up,  the  more  it  fwells; 
and,  when  once  it  prevails,  it  breaks  over  with  the 
greater  violence  :  fo  here,  the  more  God's  law  oppofes 
fin,  the  more  does  fin  rife,  and  iV/ell,  and  rage :  JV/Vi- 
mur  in  vetitum^  &.C.  Why  this  ?  Even  becaufe  there 
is  fuch  a  contrariety  betwixt  God'3  holy  law  and  our 
unholy  nature. — Again,  in  regard  of  righteous  nature, 
n  jw  proud  and  felfifli,  they  feera  to  agree,  and  do  really 
lb  in  fome  things  :  for,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  man  would  have  had  a  perfonal 
righteoufnefs  to  have  gloried  in,  if  God  had  defigned 
him  life  that  way ;  and  proud  nature  abufed  that  origi- 
nal cjnllitution,  which  God  never  defigned  Ihould  ftand 
but  for  a  little,  to  be  like  a  fcafiUd  fur  building  up  a 
better  covenant";  yet  proud  nature  grips,  as  I  faid,  to 
that  wherein  the  law  would  have  exalted  it,  if  it  had 
ftood :  but,  in  regard  of  corrupt  and  carnal  nature^ 
there  is  fuch  an  oppofition  to  the  very  command  of  the 
law,  that  it  is  not  fubje£l  thereto,  neither  can  be;  nay, 
infl:ead  of  fubjeclion  to  it,  it  is  irritifite  and  increafed  by 
it.  In  this  fenfe  it  may  be  faid,  that  when  the  law 
enters,  oiFence  doth  abound  :  for  fin,  like  a  mad  horfe, 
rages,  and  is  tlie  more  furious,  that  it  is  checked  with 
the  bridle. 

8.  To  name  no  more,  As  the  law  is  .the  ftrength  of 
fin,  in  refpe6l  of  the  irritating  quality  of  the  command 
upon  corrupt  nature  ;  fo  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
in  refpedt  of  the  feverity  of  the  fandlion  thereof;  which, 
fo  far  as  it  is  regarded  by  us  now  in  our  obedience  to 
the  law,  in  thefe  our  fini'ul  circumftaaces  wwd^x  ■^Vyt'^- 
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ken  covenant  of  works,  cannot  but  be  the  flrength  of 
fin  and  felf,  to  all  that  are  influenced  in  their  obedience, 
with  a  refpedt  thereunto.  The  fandion  of  the  law,  by 
which  it  was  call  into  the  f  )rm  of  a  covenant  of  works, 
was  the  proraife  of  life  upon  our  obedience,  and  threat- 
ening of  death  upon  difobedience  :  now,  to  obey,  or 
do,  from  a  regard  to  that  fandlion,  is  to  do  duty,  from 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  by  doing ;  and  to  ftiun  evil,  from 
the  fear  of  eternal  death  and  damnation  :  but,  for  a 
man  to  be  thus  under  the  co-aftion  and  compulfion  of 
the  law,  is  to  be  under  the  power  of  fin,  notwithftand* 
i'ng  his  bed  performances  ;  for  the  man  that  is  afted  and 
influenced  by  that  fan£lion^  cannot  now  be  afted  from 
love  to  ^God,  whfch  alone  is  true  holinefs,  nor  from  a 
view  to  God's  glory  and  honour,  but  merely  to  hirafelf ; 
which  is  evident  from  his  legal  hope  of  heaven,  upon 
his  obedience,  influenced  by  the  promiffory  fanfilion  of 
the  law  ;  and  from  his  legal  fears  of  hell,  upon  his  dif- 
obedience,  influenced  by  the  penal  fanfition  of  the  law. 
This  power  of  the  legal  fanftion  that  he  is  under,  keeps 
him  under  the  power  of  fin ;  for,  like  a  fl:rong  chain, 
it  fetters  him,  that  he  cannot  aft  freely  and  willingly, 
nay,  he  afts  only  in  a  mercenary  and  flavifh  way^  like 
a  flave  to  the  law,  and  not  like  a  fervant  to  God.  Be- 
lievers, fo  far  as  they  are  delivered  from  the  law,  afl; 
freely,  and  with  a  willing  mind  ;  not  by  the  co-a6lion 
and  compulfion  of  the  law,  but  without  refpedl  either  to 
the  law-promife  of  life  upon  doing,  or  the  law-threat- 
ening of  death  upon  not  doing ;  being,  by  virtue  of 
the  new  nature,  ready  to  do  the  will  of  their  God  and 
Father  in  Chrift  with  pleafure :  this  title  to  life,  and  fe- 
curity  from  death,  ffanding  allenarly  upon  the  obedience 
and  fatisfaftion  of  their  Head  and  Surety.  Therefore, 
there  is  no  law-promife  of  life,  or  threatening  of  death, 
that  they  have  to  regard  ;  and  confequently  their  obe- 
dience mufl:  be  chearful,  free,  willing,  and  natural, 
without  all  legal  compulfion.  As  the  body  needs  no 
law-fan6tion,  to  compel  it  to  eat,  drink,  lleep,  walk, 
or  Hand,  or  do  any  of  the  works  of  nature ;  even  fo,  it 
IS  natural  to  the  believer,  according  to  the  meafurc  of 

his 
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his  freedom  from  legal  bondage,  to  acl  freely  in  the 
Lord's  fervice,  without  the  cr»a£lion  of  the  law  :  beuig 
loofed  from  it,  the  ftrength  of  fm  is  broken,  and /lie  is 
at  liberty  to  ferve  the  Lord  wluiout  fear,  in  holinefs 
and  righteoufnefs  before  him.  But  fuch  as  are  under 
the  power  of  legal  compulfion,  and  are  acled  and  influ- 
enced by  a  regard  to  the  fanflion  of  the  law-promifc  and 
threatening,  and  fo  under  the  power  of  legal  hopes  and 
fears  ;  that  is,  the  hope  of  eternal  life  upon  their  doing 
fo  and  fo,  and  the  fear  of  eternal  death  upon  their  fail- 
ure, they  are,  on  this  very  account,  under  the  power 
and  ilrength  of  fin  ;  where,  if  they  remain,  and  live,  and 
die,  their  hope  will  fail  them,  and  their  fears  will  come 
upon  them :  for,  as  their  hope  is  a  dead  hope,  that  can- 
not purify  their  heart ;  fo  their  fear  is  a  flavifli  fear, 
that  makes  them  depart  from  God.  It  is  true,  under 
the  power  of  thefe  legal  hopes  and  fears,  influenced  by 
the  promiflbry  and  penal  fanftion  of  the  law,  the  poor 
finner  that  is  thus  in  bondage  to  the  law,  may  perform 
a  multitude  of  duties,  and  be  very  ltri£l  and  devout,  as 
if  who  but  he  ?  and  yet,  the  more  he  does,  the  more  he 
undoes  himfelf,  being  intangled  in  that  yoke  of  bondage, 
as  the  expreffion  is.  Gal.  v,  i.  The  yoke  but  galls  his 
neck,  and  holds  him  back  from  taking  an  Chrift's  eafy 
yoke.  Yea,  in  thefe  circumRances,  he  can  bring  forth 
no  fruit  that  is  truly  and  fpiritually  good  :  for,  as  they 
only  that  are  divorced  from  the  law,  and  married  t  > 
Chrift,  do  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  Rom.  vii.  4.;  fo 
they  that  remain  thus  under  the  yoke  of  the  law,  cau 
bring  forth  no  fruit,  but  to  themfelves  and  the  devil. — 
Thus  you  fee  how  and  in  what  refpedt  the  law  is  the 
ftrength  of  fin.     I  proceed, 

V.  To  the  Fifth  thing  propofed,  which  was.  To  iliow 
whence  it  is  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin.  From 
what  fpring  and  fuurce  does  this  arife  ?  whence  comes 
it,  that  fin  fliould  have  a  commanding  and  condemning 
power  over  a  man,  that  is  under  the  law  ;  and  that,  as 
the  law  dannot  deliver  him,  fo  it  def^ins  him  a  captive 
unto  fin  ?  Several  rcafons  of  this  dodlrine  are  interfperf- 
f  d  among  the  particulars  on  the  fortntr  Vie^d^\  liuv>\^fc- 

Vol.  V.  to  ^v^^ 


86  The  Sivenytb  of  Sin;  Ser.  LXXV. 

fide   what  hath  been  faid,   I  fliall  now    offer   the  foU 
lowing  : 

1.  That  the  law,  now  violated  and  broken,  is  the 
flreiv^th  of  fin,  proceeds  from  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of 
the  Law-giver  :  "^  Pie  is  of 'purer  eyes  than  that  he  can 
behold  iniquity  j"  and,  "  Juftice  and  judgment  are  the 
liabltation  of  his  throne:''  Therefore,  when  his  holinefs 
and  purity  appearing  in  the  precept  of  the  law,  is  croffed 
by  fin,  his  juitice  and  equity  declared  in  the  threatening 
of  the  law,  cannot  but  break  forth  againfl:fm  in  the  righ- 
teous  punifliment  thereof.  Now,  fin  being  the  greateft 
evil,  and  the  greateft  evil  deferving  the  greateft  punifli- 
ment;  and  there  being  no  greater  punifhment  of  fin, 
than  that  of  punifhing  it  by  fin,  and  giving  up  the  fin- 
ner  to  the  power  and  ttrength  of  it ;  therefore,  this  juft 
and  holy  God  makes  the  ftrength  of  fin  to  be  the  ftrength 
of  the  fandlion  of  the  law,  to  the  greateft  ruin  of  the 
breaker  of  it.  There  is  no  evil  like  the  evil  of  fin,  which 
is  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  law ;  and  no  judgment  like 
the  judgment  of  being  given  up  to  the  ftrength  of 'fin: 
therefore,  the  moft  juft  and  holy  Lawgiver  makes  the 
penalty  of  the  broken  law  to  be  the  ftrength  of  fin.  So 
that  to  fay,  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law,  is  fo  far  from 
refledling  any  diflionour  upon  the  purity  of  the  law,  that 
it  is  a  declaration  of  the  holinefs  of  the  command,  and 
the  juftice  of  the  threatening  both. 

2.  That  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fm,  proceeds  from 
the  nature  of  the  Law,  in  the  office  that  God  hath  de- 
figned  and  affigned  to  it ;  and  that  is,  not  to  be  the 
miniftration  of  life,  and  ftrength  againft  fin,  but  to  be 
lubfervient  to  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  minfft:ration  of 
life  and  righteoufnefs,  2  Cor.  iii.  7, — 10.  The  law  was 
never  appointed  of  God  to  be  the  miniftration  of  life,  but 
of  death,  even  fpiritiKil  death,  and  thereupon  of  further 
condemnation  ;  but  yet,  as  it  is  a  minillration  of  death 
and  condemnation,  it  is  appointed  to  be  a  fervant  to  the 
gofpel ;  and  hence  law-commands,  and  law-threatenings 
b.>t:i,  are  brought  into  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  to  be 
fubfjrvient  thereto,  and  to  illuftrate  the  glory'  thereof, 
and  make  way  for  its  powerful  efficacy,   for  the  pulling 
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only  13  appointed  of  GoJ.  And  as  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  ferves  to  Ihew  forth  the  bri^htnefs  of  the  day  ;  fo 
the  Itrength  of  fm,  that  arifes  from  the  broken  law, 
ferves  to  iiluftrate  and  manifell  the  llrength  of  grace, 
that  is  brouglu  in  by  the  glorious  gr>fpel. 

3.  That  the  law  is  the  llren;^h  of  fm,  proceeds  from 
the  very  nature  of  Sin,  and  its  direct  oppofition  and 
contrariety  to  the  la\y.  You  kn.>w,  when  two  are  of 
a  contrary  difpofition,  they  never  agree  together,  but 
will  ever  be  brawling  and  quarrelling  one  with  another; 
fo,  whatever  agreement  there  be  betwixt  the  law,  as  a 
covenant  of  works,  and  proud  ielf-rightcous.  nature,  )^et 
fuch  a  difagreeable  couple  is  God's  holy  law  and  our 
corrupt  nature,  that  tliere  is  a  direcl  contrariety  betwixt 
them.  The  law  of  Gv-^.d  bears  the  image  of  God  ;  it  is 
perfedlly  juft,  perfedly  h(;ly,  and  like  unto  Qod  tlie 
giver  of  it :  but  the  corruption  of  our  nature  bears  the 
image  of  the  devil,  being  wholly  unjuft,  and  altogether 
unholy  :  fo  fays  the  apoljle,  *•'  The  law  is  holy,  but  1  am 
carnal;  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  flefh,  dwells  no  good  thing,'* 
Rom.  vii.  14.  i3.  Now,  as  natural  philofophy  teaches, 
that  in  winter-time,  the  coldncfs  of  the  air  and  froft, 
that  may  be  about  the  fire,  makes  the  heat  of  the  fire 
more  intenfe,  fo  that  it  burns  a  great  deal  the  fafier  and 
fiercer ;  fo  God's  law,  coming  to,  and  meeting  with 
our  corrupt  nature,  certainly  it  makes  corruption  more 
intenfe  and  more  violent.  Hence,  when  the  command- 
ment comes,  fin  revives,  and  rifes  up  in  the  fury  of  its 
ftrength ;  as,  when  a  deadly  fue  comes  upon  one,  the 
perfon  gathers  all  his  ftrength  together  to  oppofe  him. 
The  ftrength  of  fm  is  not  the  lefs  before  the  command- 
mentcome,  or  the  law  appear;  but  when  the  law  appears, 
the  ftrength  of  fin  appears,  and  exerts  itfelf :  As  fire  and 
water  are  oppofites,  though  at  a  diftance  ;  yet  their  op- 
pofition  to  one-another  is  not  fo  evident  till  they  meet 
and  come  together,  and  then  there  is  a  mighty  fputter- 
ing  and  ftriving  between  them:  fo  the  holy  law  and  the 
unholy  heart  are  oppofite,  though  they  do  not  meet ; 
but  when  once  they  meet  together,  the  heart  rifes,  and 
rages,  and  oppofcs  it  like  the  deviK    Thl^  a.^Y'Ci?iLt^  \^\\^^- 
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ever  a  man  is  conxMnced  by  the  law,  and  the  conviftion 
is  merely  lef^al,  fo  as  the  man  fees  nothing  but  the  fpi- 
rltinlity  of  the  law-command,  and  the  fe verity  of  the 
law-curfe  :  I  fa3%  when  the  conviclion  is  roerely  legal, 
ilie  fjverity  of  the  ciirfe  raifcs  a  trembling  devil  of  fear 
in  the  awakened  conlcience,  and  the  fpirituality  of  the 
c  immand  raifes  a  devil  of  enmity  in  the  carna'J  heart. — 
And  thus,  from  the  very  nature  of  fin,  the  law  is  the 
frrcngth  of  fin. 

4,  That  the  law  is  t!ie  flrength  of  fin,  efpecially  to 
ihejc  that  are  under  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  arifes  from 
the  nature  of  unbelt gf,  and  the  malignant  influence 
thereof;  as  is  evident  from  that  word  of  our  Lord  Jefus^ 
John  ill.  18.  ''  He  that  believes  is  not  condemned;  but. 
he  that  believes  not,  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  he 
believes  not  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God."  He  that  believes  not  the  gofpel,  is  condemned 
already  by  the  law.  Now,  here  confider,  what  the  law- 
Cv)ndcmnation  is.  I  told  you  fi)rmerly,  that  the  leading 
and  fcverefl:  part  of  the  law-fcntence  of  condemnation  is 
jafl  the  lirength  of  fin  ;  fo  as,  to  be  under  the  curfe  and 
condemnation  of  the  law,  is  to  be  under  the  power  of  fin, 
in  its  commanding  and  condemning  lirength.  But  what 
influence  hath  the  not-believing  the  gofpel  upon  a  man's 
being  thus  condemned  ?  Was  he  not  in  a  Hate  of  con- 
demnation,  though  he  had  never  heard  the  gofpel?  Why 
then  does  Chrifl  fay,  *^  He  that  believes  not  is  condem- 
ned already  ?'*  Why,  it  demonfl;rates,  that  though  all 
the  world  be  under  the  power  of  fin,  by  the  fentence  of 
tlie  lav/  ;  yet  they  that  are  under  the  gofpel,  and  believe 
not  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  their  condemnation  is  condem- 
nation indeed  ;  they  ftand  under  the  condemning  fen- 
tence of  the  law,  and  fo  under  the  power  of  fin  more 
than  ever,  becaufe  the  g«;fpel-ncws  of  freedom  from  that 
condemnation  is  rejefted.  It  is  not  my  office  as  a  Savi- 
our, mi.^lit  Chrifi:fay,  to  condemn  them;  ''  For  God  fent 
not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but 
that  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved  :'*  but  it  is 
the  office  of  the  law,  as  it  is  the  minifl:ration  of  death 
nnd  condemnation,  to  condemn  them;  fo  that  they  are 
Condemned  already  by  anolWr  Wrvd  •>  ^^?t^  Q.o!\demned 
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already  by  the  law,  becaufe  tliey  believe  not  i\\  nie, 
who  am  not  come  to  condemn  them,  but  to  fave  them. 
No  fooner  is  this  gofpel-falvation  rejeded,  but  the  law- 
condemnation  is  llrengthened  and  fortified  ;  for  then  the 
law,  which  before  was  dumb  and  filent,  as  it  were,  after 
the  gofpel  hath  fpoken  a  word  of  freedom  and  falvatioa 
from  the  ftrength  of  fm,  and  the  man  refufes  and  rejefts 
it,  the  law  opens  its  mouth,  in  a  manner,  faying  in 
efFe£l,  I  take  inftruments  upon  this  refufal  of  yours, 
that  under  my  dominion  and  power  you  Hand  by  your 
own  confent,  and  that  the  ftrength  of  fm  fliall  not  be 
abated,  bat  increafed  ;  and  let  this  tt^nd  regiflrated  and 
recorded  in  the  book  of  confcience,  to  bear  witnefs  to 
the  equity  and  juftice  of  my  final  fentence,  when  the 
bocks  fhall  be  opened  at  the  great  day.  *Inaword, 
unbelief  holds  and  detains  the  man  under  the  law, 
by  refufing  Chrift  and  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  :  and 
as  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fm,  fo  unbelief  ftrcngthenj 
the  hands  of  the  law,  to  kill,  and  condemn,  and  enfla ve 
the  finner  under  the  commanding  and  condemning 
power  of  fm  ;  and  if  the  law  be  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and 
imbelief  the  ftrength  of  the  law,  then  unbelief  is  the 
llrength  of  the  ftrength  of  fin,  as  it  contributes  to  keep 
the  finner  more  under  the  law  than  ever. — Thus  you 
fee  how  the  law's  being  the  ftrength  of  fin  arifes  from 
unbelief,  which  rejects  the  ftrength  offered  in  the  gofpel 
for  deilroying  fin.  And  fj  mujh  for  the  grounds  of 
the  dodtrine. 

VI.-  The  Sixth  thing  propofed,  was,  To  make  Appli- 
cation of  this  doflrine.  And  this  we  fliall  efl'ay  in  the 
following  ufes,  viz.  i.  In  an  ufc  of  Caution*  2,  Of 
Information.    3.  Of  Examination.    4.  Of  Exhortation. 

i/>.  The  fubjed  may  be  improved,  we  hy^  for  Caution 
and  Dehortation.  Is  the  law  the  ftrength  of  fin,  in  the 
manner  I  have  defcribed  ? 

I.  The  firft  caution  I  offcir  is,  O  man,  woman,  think 
not  the  worfe  or  the  lefs'of  the  law,  that  it  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin  :  nay,  you  have  reafon  to  think  the  better  of  it, 
and  to  have  the  higlier  thoughts  of  it,  as  it  is  the  eter- 
nal rule  of  r'jgbteoufners ;  for,  if  it  were  woX.  ^.\vqVj  Vj^.^  ^ 
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it  would  not  irritate  and  exafperatc  cur  unholy  nature 
at  that  rate,  fo  as  to  augment  the  commanding  power 
and  ilrength  of  fin  :  if  it  were  not  a  juil  law,  it  would 
not  condemn  fin  at  that  race,  fo  as  to  giye  it  a  condem- 
ning firenj^th  over  the  finner.  That  the  law  is  the 
Ilrength  of  fin,  in  the  refpecl  I  have  named,  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  reiletVicn  upon,  or  a  detradling  from  the 
holinefs  and  juilice  of  the  law,  that  it  ferves  rather 
to  iiluftrate  tlic  purity  of  the  command  of  the  law,  as 
a  rule  of  holincfs  ;  and  the  equity  of  the  penal  fanction 
thereof,  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works. 

2.  The  fee  nid  caution  is.  As  you  are  not  to  think 
tlie  worfe  of  the  law,  fo  you  are  ni)t  to  think  the  better 
of  fin,  that  the  Ilrength  of  it  is  the  law.  As  you  are  to 
think  the  better  of  the  law,  that  it  makes  the  trouble- 
f;mc  fea  of  corruption  to  rage,  and  binds  over  the  fin- 
r.er  with  ftrong  bonds  of  heavy  curies  for  his  fin,  fuch 
is  the  holinefs  and  liriclnefs  of  it ;  io  you  may  think 
v/orfe  of  fin,  that  turns  fuch  a  good  thing  as  the  law  to 
fiich  an  ill  ufe,  as  to  draw  Ilrength  to  itfelf  out  of  it; 
like  a  venomous  bead,  a  viper,  that  fucks  poifon  put 
of  the  fweetefi:  flower. 

3.  The  third  caution  I  oflTer  is,  Think  not  to  conquer 
fin  by  the  law,  or  by  your  perfi;nal  obedience  to  it. 
That  lavv%  which  is  the  Ilrength  of  fin,  can  never  be  the 
defl:ru£li3n  of  it ;  it  gives  ftrength  to  it,  but  cannot  take 
ilrength  from  it.  They  labour  in  vain,  who  think,  by 
the  Ilrength  of  their  own  befl:  endeavours,  to  fubdue 
fin  ;  for,  oj  what  they  will,  fin  hath  fl:ill  dominion  over 
them,  becaufe  they  are  under  the  law,  Rom.  vi.  14.: 
and  all  their  endeavours  are  influenced  by  the  law  as 
a  covenant  of  works  ;  which  makes  their  effays  not  only 
ir.cffe£tual  for  breaking  the  ftrength  of  fin,  but  rather 
effedtual  for  augmenting  the  force  and  increafing  the 
fl:rength  thereof. 

4.  The  fourth  caution  we  fuggefl;  is  this.  Think  not 
that  obedience  to  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  life,  is  needlefs 
or  hurtful,  becaufe  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is 
the  flrength  of  fin  :  beware  of  thinl;ing  that  God's  writ- 
ing the  law  in  the  heart,  and  that  gofpel-holinefs'and 
conformity  to  tlie  law,  as  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator,  is 
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tlther  dangerous  or  unneceffary ;  this  were  an  Antlno- 
raian  principle  indeed  :  but  know,  of  a  truth,  that, 
*'  Without  holinels  no  man  Ihall  Ice  God ;"  without 
hclinefs,  and  conformity  to  the  law,  as  a  rule,  no  mau 
hath  evidence  of  jullification,  or  of  freedom  from  the 
law  as  a  covenant;  without  holinefs  there  is  no  glorif}^- 
ing  of  Giid^  nor  edifying  of  man  ;  without  holinefs  no 
adorning  of  the  gofpcl ;  without  holinefs  no  evidence  of 
love  to  God  or  Chrifl,  who  hath  faid,  ''  If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments.'' 

Ufe  2.  The  fecond  ufe  fliall  be  by  way  of  Information. 
There  is  a  number  of  neceffary  lelTi^ns  may  be  deduced 
from  this  doftrine,  "  That  the  llrength  of  fm  is  the  law;'* 
fuch  as, 

1.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  there  can  be  no  juftifi- 
cation  before  God,  by  the  deeds  of  the  law;  for,  if  the 
law  be  the  ftrength  of  fm,  then  it  can  never  take  away 
the  guilt  of  fm;  Rom.  iii.  20.  "  By  the  deeds  of  the  law 
there  Ihall  no  flelli  living  be  jullified  in  his  fight ;  for, 
by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin."  The  force  of  this 
reafon  is  very  great ;  for,  if  it  be  the  office  of  the  law, 
under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  convi£lion,  to  give 
the  knowledge  of  conviclion  of  fin,  and  fo  to  condemn 
the  finner,  then  furely  it  cannot  juftify  him.  And  that 
it  is  the  moral  law  the  apollle  here  fpeaks  of,  is  plain  ; 
for,  as  it  is  that  law  by  which  men  have  the  knowledge 
of  fin,  and  of  which  the  fame  apollle  faith,  Rom.  vii.  7. 
*'  I  had  not  known  fin  but  by  fhe  law  ;  for,  Ihad  nut 
known  luft,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  Ihalt  not 
covet:"  which  is  the  mcral  law:  fo  it  is  plain,  chap. iii. 
from  ver.  9th  to  20th,  fpeaks  cf  that  law  by  which  every 
mouth  may  be  ftopt,  and  all  the  world,  Gentiles  as  v/cll 
as  Jews,  may  become  guilty  before  Gcd ;  or,  as  it  is  in 
the  m2Lrg\n/fubje^  to  the  judgment  of  God:  fo  that  it  is 
a  vain  thing  for  any  to  alledge,  that  in  thefe  fcriptures 
the  apoftle  intends  only  tlie  ceremonial  lav/,  and  the 
deeds  thereof. 

2.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  as  there  is  no  life  or 
juftification  by  the  law  of  works,  it  being  the  ftrength 
•of  fin ;  fo  there  is  no  new  or  milder  law   \rv  \\a^  x^i^^a 
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thereof,  by  which  life  and  juflification  is  to  be  obtained: 
for  no  new  law  can  mend  the  matter ;  becaufe  men  re- 
main under  the  flrength  of  fin,  by  virtue  of  the  old  law, 
and  in  that  condition  cannot  be  jullified  by  any  lawofGod, 
being  unable  to  perform  any.  Some  cloud  and  darken 
the  gofpel,  by  making  it  a  new  or  milder  law,  requir- 
ing faith,  and  repentance,  and  new  obedience,  inlleadof 
the  perfeCl  obedience  required  in  the  covenant  of  works. 
The  gofpel,  properly  fpeaklng,  is  no  law,  but  a  pro- 
iiiife :  and  it  might  be  eafily  evinced,  that  faith,  repen- 
tance, and  new  obedience,  are  fo  far  from  being  eafier 
or  milder  terms,  that  they  are  harder  conditions  to  us, 
in  our  lapfed  Hate,  than  perfeft  obedience  <vas  to  Adam 
in  a  ilate  of  innocence.  And  fo  the  apoftle  argues  againft 
any  fuch  new  law;  Gal.  iii.  21.  *'  If  there  had  been 
n  law  given,  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  righte- 
oufnefs  fliould  have  been  by  the  law  ;'*  or,  as  itlnaybe 
read,  "Verily  righteoufnefs  Ihould  have  been  by  a  law." 
But  there  is  no  fuch  law  given  to  fallen  man,  as  could 
give  life  to  him  ;  therefore,  there  is  no  righteoufnefs, 
(>r  juflification,  to  be  had  by  a  law,  but  by  a  promife; 
no  life  by  any  new  law,  but  by  a  newpromife  of  mercy 
and  grace  in  Chriil  Jefus  ;  "  By  the  works  of  the  law, 
no  flefh  living  can  be  juflified.  Eternal  life  is  the  gift 
of  God,  through  Chriit  Jefus  our  Lord.'^ 

3.  Hence  fee,  that  there  is  no  juflification  before 
God,  partly  by  the  law,  and  partly  by  the  gofpel ;  or 
'partly  by  our  own  righteoufnefs,  and  partly  by  the  righ- 
teoufnefs of  Chrift  :  for,  as  this  detrafts  from  the  glory, 
fufiiciency,  and  perfeftion  of  Chrifl's  righteoufnefs  ;  fb 
it  renders  our  jullification  lame  and  imperfe£l,  andcon- 
fequently  void  and  null :  for  if  the  law  be  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  and  gives  it  a  commanding  and  ccndeiiimng 
power;  then,  till  the  law  be  fatisfied,  with  a  perfonal, 
perfe£l,  and  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  the  ftrength  of 
iin  remains,  and  fo  the  man  under  it  remains  under 
condemnation.  Why,  the  obedience  of  two  put  toge- 
ther, to  make  up  a  perfeft  obedience,  is  vain  :  for,  in 
that  cafe,  the  obedience  both  of  the  one  and  the  other 
13  imperfeft,  and  fo  oot  conform  to  the  law  ;  therefore 

cannot 
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cannot  be  accepted  for  righteoufnefs  :  fo  that  they  who 
would  be  jullified  before  Uod,  mult  either  bring  to  him 
a  perfeft  and  perfonal  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  and 
wholly  renounce  Chrifl ;  or  elfe  they  muft  bring  the 
perfedt,  perfonal  righteoufnefs  of  Chrill,  and  wholly  re- 
nounce their  own.  It  is  one  of  the  moll  foul-ruining 
.delufions  among  the  generality  of  profeffors  in  our  day, 
that  they  are  guilty  of  fpiritual  Bigamy;  they  think  they 
muft  have  t^o  hulbands,  Chrilt  and  the  law  both  ;  they  . 
fuppofe  that  their  own  duties  and  righteoufnefs  will  not 
do  their  bufinefs  alone  without  Chrill's  merit  and  righ- 
teoufnefs, which  they  hope  will  make  amends,  and  make 
up  what  is  wanting,  and  wherein  they  are  deficient ; 
and  fo  his  and  tlieirs  together  is  the  ground  of  their 
hope :  this  is  a  popery,  which  makes  Chrift's  righte- 
oufnefs only  a  footllool  on  which  felf-righteoufncfs 
mounts  the  throne  ;  yea,  this  is  a  Bigamy  which  Ghrift 
will  not  relifli  and  put  up  with.  If  we  be  not  married 
to  Chrift  alone,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs, 
and  divorced  from  the  law,  as  a  covenant,  the  ftrength 
of  fin  remains. 

4.  Hence  fee  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  and  the  great 
advantage  of  a  clear  gofpel-difpenfation.  Why,  the  law 
is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  but  the  gofpel  is  the  weapon  that 
pulls  down  the  ftrength  thereof:  for,  ,it  is  the  power  of  - 
God  to  falvation  from  fin ;  becaufe  therein  is  revealed 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  from  faith  to  faith,  Rom.  i.  16. 
Therefore,  fays  the  fame  apoftle,  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5.  ^^  The 
weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  thro* 
God,  to  the  pulling  down  the  flrong  holds,  cafting  down 
imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfclf  a- 
gainft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity 
every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.'^  It  is  the  gof- 
pel that  IS  the  revelation  of  divine  grace ;  juftifying  grace, 
to -pull  down  the  condemning  ftrength  of  fin  ;  fanftify- 
ing  grace,  to  pull  down  the  commanding  ftrength  of 
fin.  It  is  true,  the  gofpel  is  not  powerful  this  way,  un-« 
lefs  the  Spirit  of  God  accompany  it,  as  a  Spirit  of  faith, 
caufing  us  to  believe  the  gofpel  favingly  :  but,  whe'rt- 
ever  God  faves  a  man  from  the  ftrength  of  fin,  as  it  in 
by  hearin^f  the  gofpd  that  faith  comes-,  Iq,  VLV^N^jX^ft.- 
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lieving  the  gofpel  that  falvation  from  fin  comes;  Rom. 
X.  15,  16.  Mark  xvi.  15,  16.  ''  Go,  preach  the  gofpel  to 
every  creature."  What  is  that  gofpel  ?  It  is  the  good 
news  of  grace  and  falvation  to  finners,  thro'  Chrift,  the 
Lord  our  righteoufnefs.  Well,  what  will  be  the  iffuc  ? 
''  He  that  believes  this  gofpel  fhall  be  faved  ;  he  that 
believes  not  fliall  be  damned."  O  Sirs,  fee  then  the  ex- 
cellency  of  the  gofpel,  which,  as  it  is  the  inftrument  cf 
(Jed's  power  for  working  faith  ;  fo,  being  believed,  is 
the  power  of  Gcd  to  falvation  from  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
and  fo  from  wrath  and  condemnation. 

5.  Hence  fee,  that  fin,  under  the  gofpel,  is  ftrangely 
a:;gravated.  They  that  are  not  only  under  the  law,  as 
all  are  by  nature,  but  alio  under  the  want  of  gofpel- 
light,  no  wonder  that  fin  reign  there ;  they  cannot  but 
live  in  fin,  and  in  the  perpetual  violation  of  the  law  as 
a  rule,  who  hear  of  no  deliverance  from  the  law,  as  a 
covenant :  but  for  thefe  who  live  under  the  gofpel, 
which  is  the  only  antidote  againfl:  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
their  fin  is  dreadfully  aggravated;  their  living  in  fin, 
and  remaining  under  the  ftrength  of  fin,  is  an  evidence 
of  their  unbelief,  whereby  they  rejedl  the  gofpel,  and 
fo  keep  themfelves  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  of  which 
curfc  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  a  leading  part.  The  breach 
of  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  is  egregioufly  ag- 
gravated, where  freedom  from  the  law,  as  a  covenant, 
is  proclaimed  through  Chrift.  The  fum  of  the  moral 
law  is  love,  the  fum  of  difobedience  is  enmity;  but,  alasl 
how  is  enmity  againft  God  heightened,  when  God  ma- 
nifefts  fuch  love,  grace,  and  good- will  towards  finners ! 
Enmity  agajnft  God,  under  the  gofpel,  is  enmity  in- 
deed :  it  is  rendering  him  enmity  for  love.  Oh  !  how 
do  the  offers  of  mercy  heighten  our  malignity  !  And, 
what  a  dreadful  and  dangerous  thing  is  it  to  live  in  fin, 
under  the  difpenfation  of  grace  !  An  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief, neglefting  the  gofpel,  and  fo  the  great  falvation 
tendered  therein,  is  the  fpring  of  apoftacy,  and  depart- 
ing from  the  living  God.  You  will  fay,  Ah  !  I  have  a 
wicked  heart,  a  wandering  heart,  a  vain  heart,  a  loofe 
heart,  a  black  heart ;  yea,  but  the  worft  thing  about  it 
is,  that  it  is  an    unbelieving  heart :  for  your  unbelief 
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keeps  you  under  the  curfe  of  the  la\v^,  and  the  law-curfe 
keeps  you  under  iin's  pov\er. 

6.  Is  the  law  of  works  the  flrength  of  fin?  Then 
fee  the  neccflity  of  union  toChrill,  as  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteoufncfs,  in  order  to  freedom. from  the  ftrengtii 
cf  fm.  If  Chrift  be  the  righteoufnefs  of  any,  he  is  their 
llrength  alfo ;  and,  hecaufe  he  is  their  righteoufnefs, 
he  is  their  ftrength,  and  both  in  a  way  of  union  to  him  : 
Surely  JJjdll  one  fay  ^  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
ftren^t:j^  Ifa.  xiv.  24.  See  alfo,  i  Cor.  i.  30.  Of  bim 
tire  ye  in  Chrift  jfefns,  "Lvho  of  Gid  is  made  unto  us  rigb^ 
teoufnefs  and  fanclifi cation.  It  is  the  charadler  of  believ- 
ers in  Chrift,  that  they  walk  ncA  after  the  flefli,  but  after 
the  Spirit,  Rom.  vili.  i.  4.  Now,  how  comes  this  fanc- 
tification  of  heart  and  way,  and  freedom  from  the 
llrength  of  fm  to  rake  place  ?  Why,  the  root  of  it  is, 
the  righteoufnefs  t^f  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  them,  by  virtue 
of  their  union  with  Chrift.  The  weakeft  faint  in  Chrift 
hath  perfeflly  fatisfied  every  demand  of  the  law;  he  hath 
completely  paid  every  penny  of  debt  that  he  owed  to 
the  law.  Why,  being  united  to  Chrift,  they  are  like 
man  and  wife;  as  man  and  wife  are  one  flefli,  fo  Chrift 
and  believers  are  one  Spirit:  and  as  man  and  wife  are 
one  perfon  in  law  ;  fo,  Chrift  having  perfeftly  fulfilled 
the  law,  the  believer  halh  perfectly  fulfilled  it  in  him. 
And  fo  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  being  fulfilled  in 
the  believer,  the  commanding  and  condemning  ftrength 
of  fin,  derived  from  the  law,  is  broken ;  and  confe- 
quently  he  is  in  cafe  to  walk  fpiritually,  and  to  evidence 
his  freedom  from  the  law,  as  a  covenant,  and  his  being  a 
perfeSl  fulfiller  of  it,  by  his  walking  not  after  the  flefli, 
but  after  the  Spirit. 

7.  Hence  fee.  That  juftincation  is  the  root  of  fanflifi- 
cation,  and  juftifying  faith  the  root  cf  a  holy  life,  and  is 
neceffary,  in  order  of  nature,  before  it ;  feeing,  as 
there  is  no  conformity  to  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  hclinefs, 
till  once  the  perfon  get  freedom  from  the  law,  as  a  co- 
venant,  which,  to  the  tranfgreflbr,  is  the  ftrength  of 
fin  ;  fo,  in  juftification,  the  believer  being  no  more  re- 
puted a  breaker,  or  tranfgreflibr,  but  a  perfed  fulfiller 
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of  the  law  of  works,  it  ceafes  to  be  any  more  the  ftrengtli 
of  fin  unto  him :    whereupon  t!ie  removal  of  the  ftrength 
of  fin  lays  a  foundation  for  a  life  of  holinefs,   both  ha- 
bitual and  actual ;  habitual,  confiding  in  the  immediate 
principles  of  action,  in  contradiiUnftion  from  the  remote 
principle  infufed  in  regeneration;  andadtual  fanftification 
whether  privately,   in  the   mortifying  or  killing  of  fin; 
or  pofuively,  in  the  quickening  of  the  foul  to  a  newnefs 
of  life  ;   and  th^it  both  internal,  in  the  exercife  of  grace ; 
and  external,  in  the  p'^rformance  of  duty.    And  hence, 
as  jullifying  faith  is   faid  to  have  a  purifying  virtue, 
A6ls  XV.  9. ;   fo  the  whole  life  of  the  believer  is  faid  to 
be  by  faith  in  the  jullifying  righteoufnefs  of  God,  re- 
vealed in  the  gofpel,  Rom.  i.  17.     On  which   account, 
the  gofpel  is  faid  to  be  the  power  of  God  to  falvation,  to 
the  Jew  firft,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek ;   for  therein  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  :    as  it 
is  written.  The  juft  Jloall  Ihe  by  faltb  ;  that  is,  faith  in 
this  righteoufnefs  of  God.  No  man,  therefore,  can  live  a 
holy  life,   or  walk  abroad  in  the  duties  of  the  law,  as  a 
rule,    in  a  courfe  of  fandlification,  till  once  his  feet  be 
loofed  from  the  fetters,  and  his  foul  liberated  from  tha 
prifon  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant,  through  juftification 
by  faith ;  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  is  he   in  cafe  to 
live  a  holy  life  by  faith:  yea,  were  he  never  fo  jufi:  and 
righteous,  in  refpefl:  of  perfonal  imparted  righteoufnefs ; 
yet  he  cannot  live,  but  by  the  faith  of  this  imputed  righ- 
teoufnefs of  God:   renewed  a£ts  of  faith  thereupon  tend 
to  quicken  his  foul  from  time  to  time.     The  juft,  even 
the  juft,  fliall  live  by  this  faith  ;   for,   without  it,  all  his 
own  juftnefs,  righteoufnefs,   and  perfwnal  holinefs  would 
languifh,  and  die,  and  give  up  the  ghoft.     What  makes 
the  obedience  of  a  multitude  of  profeflbrs  vain  and  un- 
acceptable ;  yea,  and  all  their  duties  fmful  and  hurtful? 
Why,'  they  begin  to  yield  obedience  to  the  precepts  of 
the  law,  by  doing  and  v/orking  out  a  righteoufnefs  of 
their  own,  before  they  be  delivered  from  the  curfe  of 
the  lav/,  by  believing  and  laying  hold  on  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  Chrift ;  and  hence,  the  ftrength  of  fin  being  a 
grand  part  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  they  hot  being 
delivered  from  that  curfe,  a\l  iVvey  caxv  do  is  curfed  of 
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Gcd,  becaufe  the  ftrength  of  fin  remains.  But^  fay 
you,  may  not  this  difcourar;e  profcflbvs  from  obedience  ? 
No  :  it  only  diredls  them  to  the  right  and  acceptable 
obedience,  and  not  to  dream  that  they  fliall  ever  yield 
any  acceptable  obedience  to  the  precept  of  the  law,  aa 
a  rule,  till  they  be  delivered  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
as  a  covenant;  and  confequently,  that  their  firft  duty  ii 
to  come  to  Chrift,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf^ 
nefs  ;  and  then,  beinp;  delivered  from  the  ftrength  of  fin^ 
they  ihall  be  in  cafe  to  perform  duties  of  obedience 
acceptably., 

8.  Hence  fee,  That  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  merit,  and  the 
i[fuit  of  his  power  go  together :  for,  as  a  being  under 
the  law,  and  under  the  ftrength  of  fin,  go  together  ;  fa 
freedom  from  the  law,  through  the  law-biding  righte* 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  freedom  from  the  ftrengtli  of  fin^ 
go  together:  fo  that  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  merit  and 
ri;5hteoufnefs,  imputed  for  freeing  a  man  from  the  law 
of  works,  and  the  fruit  of  his  power  exerted  in  freeing 
a  man  from  the  commanding,  as  well  as  the  condemn-^ 
ing  power  of  fin,  go  hand  iuhand  together.  It  is  worth 
our  notice,  my  friends,  that  there  is  a  fruit  of  the  me* 
rit  of  Chrift's  death  and  refurreftion,  and  that  fruit  is 
called  redemption  and  juftificatinn  ;  and  there  is  alfo  a 
fruit  of  the  power  of  Chrift's  death  and  refurredtion, 
and  that  is  called  likencfs  and  conformity,  Rom.  vi.  j.: 
and  thefe  two  go  together.  The  fruit  of  the  merit  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  in  his  doing  and  dying,  is  never 
reaped  by  any  ffjul,  without  the  fruit  of  the  power 
thereof  alfo,  which  is  the  heart's  being  moulded  to  a 
conformity  to  his  death  and  refurredlion,  by  dying  to 
fin,  and  arifing  again  to  newnefs  of  life.  Now,  there 
is  a  twofold  ftruggle  and  oppofition  in  every  heart  by 
nature  againft  both  thefe  two  thinojs:  there  is  a  ilrugglo 
againft  the  merit  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  that 
is  by  fislf-righteoufnefs,  which  cannot  endure  to  be  fhut 
out  of  doors  :  and  there  is  a  ftruggle  againft  the  power 
of  Chrift's  death,  and  that  is  by  lufts  and  corruptions, 
which  cannot  endure  to  lofe  their  ftrength,  rule,  and 
dominion.     Byt,    whenever  the  merit  of  Chrift,    and 
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his  righteouriiefs,  is  efTeclaally  applied,  for  fliutting  felf- 
righteoufnefs    out  of   doors,    thcire  alfo    the  p-jwer   of 
Chrift  is  eSeclually  exerted,   for  pulling  fin  and  corrup- 
tion down  from  its  throne  and  dominion,   and  divefting 
it  of  its  ruling  power  and  Itrength.     Hence,   true  faith 
clofes  with  Chrift  both  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrengtli. 
As  true  obedience  is  called  univerfal  obedience,  having  a 
refpeftto  all  God's  Qommandnients ;  fo,  true  faith  is  an 
univerfal  faith,  having  a  refpe3:  to  all  the  offices  of  Chrift 
and  to  all  the  capacities  wherein  he  is  held  forth.     It  re- 
ceives a  whole  Chrid,  without  exception  either  of  hisrigh- 
te^ufnefs  or  ftrength,  merit  or  Spirit.     Some  have  but 
a  partial  faith,  relifhing  Chrift  only  for  freedom  from 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  n')t  alfo  for  freedom  from  the 
power  of  fr.i  :   this  is  an  evidence  of  a  rotten  heart ;  for 
true  believers  prize  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  Surety,  for  pay- 
ing their  d^bt,  but  alfo  as  a  Root,  for  feeding  them  with 
the  fap  of  fpi ritual  life,  as  a  root  feeds  the  branches; 
and  they  relifh  Chrift,  not  only  as  one  that  appeafcs 
God's  wrath,  but  one  that  purifies  the  foul  from  fin.  To 
this  purpofe,  read  ILxod.  xxiv.  6.  8.  *'  And  Mofes  took 
half  of  the  blood,   and  put  it  in  bafons,   and  half  of  the 
blood  he  fprinkled  on  the  altar.  And  then  took  the  blood 
and  fprinkled  it  on  the  people,  and  faid.  Behold,  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  with  you  con- 
cerning all  thefe  words."     There  you  fee  that  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  part  of  it  was  fprinkled  on  the   altar, 
and  part  of  it  on  the  people:  the  blood  was,  as  it  were, 
divided  two  ways, ,  fignifying  that  the  blood  of  Chrift 
works  partly  upward,  for  pacifying  the  wrath  and  fatis- 
fying  the  juttice  of  God,  in  paying  the  ranfom  and  price 
for  loft  fouls ;  and  partly  downward  upon  the  people,  for 
fanStifying,   fprinkling,   cleanfing,   and  purifying  them, 
that  their  defiled  fouls  may  be  made  clean. 

9.  Hence,  if  the  law  be  the  ttrength  of  fin,  we  may 
fee  what  it  is  that  hinders  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  for 
pulling  down  the- itrength  of  fin.  Why,  the  law  Itands 
in  the  way  of  every  natural  man,  his  not  fubniitting  to 
Chrift  offered  in  the  gofpel.  The  fig-leaf  covering  of 
felf-righteoufnefs  hinders  men  from  putting  on  the  white 

robe, 
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robe,  the  glorious  garment  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs. 
As  the  fpider  hath  a  web,  and  the  Ihail  hath  a  Ihell,  and 
thefe  are  their  llrong  holds;  fo  every  man  hath  his  ftrong 
hold  that  he  flees  unto  for  Iliclier,  and  fomething  that 
his  heart  fets  up  as  a  ladder,  by  which  he  hopes  to  be 
laved,  and  climb  up  to  heaven  :  and  though  the  law  be 
a  broken  ladder,  and  Chrill  alone  the  true  Jacob's  lad- 
der, that  reacheth  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  which  the 
gofpel  points  at ;  yet  the  man  will  not  quit  the  broken 
ladder,  the  law  of  works  ;  and,  the  more  they  climb 
that  ladder,  the  further  they  go  away  from  ChrilL 
Hence  the  greateft  zealots  for  the  law  are  the  greatelt 
enemies  of  Chrill :  witnefs,  Paul  before  his  converfion  ; 
he  was  one  of  the  bell  men  for  his  righteoufnefs  in 
the  law  ;  and  yet  one  of  the  worll  men  we  read  of  for 
his  oppofition  to  Chrilh  Think  it  not  itrange,  Sirs,  to 
fee  fome  very  grave,  fober,  moral,  and  devout  pcrfons, 
and  touching  the  law  blamelefs  and  innocent  outwardly, 
and  yet  thefe  very  perf  )ns,  heart-enemies  to  Chrill,  and 
violent  oppofers  of  the  gofpel:  why,  even  like  Paul,  the 
heft  legal  man  may  be  the  worft  gofpel  man;  and  hence 
the  Gentile  is  brought  in  before  the  Jews,  Rom.  ix.  26. 
yea,  the  publicans  and  harlots  before  the  ftlf-ri^teous 
Pharifees,  Mat.  xxi.  31.  But  you  would  confider,  that 
it  is  not  merely  thefe  that  are  by  profeffion  and  outward 
praftice  zealoijs  for  the  law,  that  are  the  only  oppofers 
of  the  gofpel ;  but  there  is  an  underhand  dealing  with 
the  law,  that  marrs  alfo  the  fucccfs  of  the  gofpel,  and 
that  by  two  forts  of  perfons,  which  are  not  fufpefited  to 
be  in  fuch  friendfhip  with  the  law  of  works,  namely, 
I,  Profeft  breakers  of  the  law.  2.  Profeft  believers  of 
the  gofpel. 

(i.)  There  are  profeft  breakers  of  the  law;  I  mean, 
profane,  wicked,  and,  ungodly  perfons,  who  declare 
their  fin  as  Sodom,  and  are  in  a  manner  prcfeffors  of 
profanity,  drunkennefs,  whoredom,  f wearing,  Sabbath- 
breaking,  and  debauchery  ;  being  gracelefs,  prayerlefs, 
godlefs  perfons,  with  a  witnefs,  that  have  no  regard  to 
the  law  as  a  rule  of  life,  yet  we  will  find  they  have  an 
underhand  dealing  with  the  law,  and  a  natural  regard 
to  it,  as  a  condition  of  life,  or  covetvtxxvX.  ol  w^xYs*^  ^xv\ 
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thereupon  reject  the  gofpel.  Now,  their  regard  to  the 
law,  as  a  covenant,  appears,  partly,  when  they  are  in- 
wardly challenged  by  confcicnce;  and  partly,  when  they 
are  outwardly  challenged  by  men  for  their  fin  :  when 
inwardly  challenged  by  confcience,  if  at  any  time  it  be 
awakened,  why  then,  they  flee  to  the  law  for  relief, 
faying  with  themfelves.  Oh  !  I  hope,  I  will  be  a  better 
aiian  before  I  die  ;  I  will  take  up  myfelf,  and  turn  a 
new  leaf:  and  fo  they  build  upon  the  law  of  works, 
hoping  they  will  do  fomething  that  they  may  obtain  life 
by,  and  faying  in  effeO:,  "  Have  patience  with  rae,  and  I 
will  pay  thee  all;"  and  thus  they  rejedlChrift,  the  Surety 
of  the  better  tcilament.  Or,  if  fuch  meet  with  no  inward 
checks,  and  have  no  challenges  inwardly  for  their  fin; 
yet  their  zeal  for  the  law  will  fometimes  appej^r,  when 
outwardly  challenged  by  men  ;  why,  the  profane  fwearer 
either  takes  the  reproof  with  a  jeft,  and  laughs  it  over; 
or,  if  he  find  the  reprover  in  fad  earneft  with  him,  then 
he  will  fall  a  juftifying  himfelf  upon  a  law-bottom; 
Why,  fays  he,  what  take  you  me  to  be  ?  do  you  think 
that  I  am  an  atheill  or  an  infidel  ?  Nay,  whatever  be 
my  faults,  I  was  never  fuch  an  ill  man  as  you  take  me 
to  be ;  and,  therefore,  I, hope  in  God  that  he  will  have 
mercy  on  me.  What  is  this  but  the  profane  breaker  of 
the  law,  underhand,  building  his  hope  of  mercy  upon 
the  law,  as  a  covenant,  to  the  greatefl:  difhonour  of  the 
law,  and  contempt  of  Chritt,  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteoufnefs,  and  hereupon  living  in  the  open  negleft 
of  the  great  falvation  oiFered  in  the  gofpel  ? 

(2.)  There  are  profeft  believers  of  the  gofpel,  that  yet 
have  underhand  dealing  with  the  law  for  righteoufnefs, 
to  the  ncgledt  of  the  gofpel,  which  yet  they  profefs  to 
believe,  infomuch,  that  Ghrifl:  is  but  a  ftumbling-block 
to  them :  fuch  were  theJews,Rom.ix.3i,32.  ''Butlfrael, 
which  followed  after  the  law  of  righteoufnefs,  hath  not  at- 
tained to  the  law  of  righteoufnefs :  Wherefore?  becaufe 
they  fought  it  not  by  faith,  but,  as  it  were,  by  the  works 
of  the  law;  for  tliey  Humbled  at  that  Humbling- ftone." 
Thefe  words,  as  it  vjere^  are  of  great  fignificancy,  Ihew- 
ing,  that  they  did  not  profefs  to  feek  righteoufnefs  by 
the  law,  or  by  their  own  works,  but  by  CUrift^  the  pro- 
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mifed  Meflias,  to  whom  they  were  di'recled  by  their 
facrlfices  that  typified  him^  and  by  the  Olcl-teilament 
-prophecies  and  promifes  thatpointed  him  out:  but  while 
they  profeft  Chrill  the  Meflias,  and  faith  in  him  for 
righteoufnefs ;  Vet  they  clofcly  and  underhand,  purfacd 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  fceking  life  and  falv^ation,  not 
profeffcdly  and  diredlly,  but  as  it  <.^erc^  by  the  works 
of  the  law,  and  fecrcrly  refted  in  the  law  and  the  works 
thereof,  and  fo  mifcarried  ;  and  this  was  their  Unmbliug  ' 
ftone,  under  a  bright  profeffion  that  they  made  to  the  • 
contrary.  Thus  many  profefs  the  doftrine  of  juRifica- 
tio'n  by  faith,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  yet 
fecretly  and  underhand  clofely  purfue  and  go  about  to 
eftabtifh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  if  "not  diredlly,  yet, 
as  ic  wffr^,  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  laying  more  ftrcfs, 
for  example,  upon  what  they  call  their  fincere  heart, 
iincere  obedience,  fincere  endeavours,  than  ever  they 
did  upon  the  perfeft  obedience  of  Chrift  for  juftification. 
Bat  wliether  a  bottle  be  ftopt  with  gold  or  dung,  yet 
being  full,  whatever  water  you  pour  upon  it,  it  will  all 
tun  afide  :  even  fo,  the  water  of  life,  freely  difpenfed 
in  the  gofpel,  runs  afide  like  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground, 
becaufe  men*s  hearts  are  ftopt  with  the  law,  their  own 
legal  righteoufnefs,  which  they  eileem  as  gold ;  but  Paul 
compares  it  to  dung  :  Chrift  can  get  no  admittance, 
becaufe  the  foul  is  full  already.     But  then, 

to.  If  the  ftrength  of  fin  be  the  law,  hence  we  may 
fee,  That  the  law  can  never  pacify  the  duly  awakened 
confcience ;  and  that  fo  far  is  any  man  from  being  able 
to  ftand  before  God,  in  the  beft  of  his  own  righteoufnefs, 
that  he  cannot  fo  much  as  ftand  before  his  own  confci- 
ence in  the  beft  righteoufnefs  of  his  own.  Some  go  to 
the  law  for  fatisfaftion  to  their  confcience  ;  they  rock . 
and  lull  their  confciences  afleep  in  the  cradle  of  fome 
outward  duty  ;  they  go  to  church,  and  attend  fome  or- 
dinances; they  fay  fome  formal  prayers;  and  others  go 
greater  lengths,  merely  to  gratify  confcience  :  but  if 
confcience  were  duly  awakened  and  convinced,  it  would* 
not  be  pacified  with,  any  thing  lefs  than  that  which  pa- 
cifies infinite  juftice  ;  nor  would  it  be  fatisfied  with  any 
thing  lefs  than  that  which  fully  fat'isfees  x\\^\a\M  \  l^\o^^ 

Vol.  V.  t  H  ^- 
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as  the  law  finds  any  fault  with  or  defefl  in  our  righte- 
oufnefs,  fc)  long  does  it  curFe  us,  Gal.  iii.  lo.  ;  anu  fo 
long  as  the  curfe  remains,  the  ftrcngth  of  fia  reinaiRs: 
anvl  confcquently  the  law  cannot  give  relief  to  the  a- 
wakencd  confcience  by  any  the  beft  righteoufnefs  of  our 
own,  whether  of  inward  graces,  or  outward  duties  ;  for 
the  awakened  confcience  will  witnefs  againll  us,  judge 
and  condemn  us>  in  the  beft  of  thefe. 

(i.)  S'jppofe  you  have  inward  graces  and  gocd  quali- 
fications, the  bell  of  thefe  will  noX.  give  confcience  peace 
when  God  awakens  it  :  I  fliall  fuppjfe  you  have  faith; 
v/cil,  but  have  you  n')t  unbelief  alfo,  and  more  unbelief 
than  faith  ?  And  may  not  confcience  condemn  you  for 
that,  as  CJirifl  did  his  difciples,  **  How  is  it  that  ye  have 
no  faith,'*  u^hile  you  carry  in  many  cafes  as  if  you  had 
none  at  all?  Suppofe  you  have  repentance,  yet  have  you 
not  impenitency  alfj  ?  JNIay  nwt  confcience  condemn  you 
many  times  for  a  hard  impenitent  heart ;  fo  hardened 
from  God's  fear,  that  neither  the  word  nor  rod  of  God 
clones  make  imprefilon  on  you  ;  yea,  neither  mercies  nor 
judgments  do  you  lay  to  heart  as  you  ought?  Suppofe 
you  have  humility  ;  yet  is  there  not  pride  alfo  in  your 
heart  ?  and  may  not  your  confcience  accufe  you  of  much 
lelf-elevation,  and  felf  confidence  ?  Suppofe  you  have 
love  to  God;  yet,  have  you  not  much  enmity  alfo?  and 
may  not  your  confcience  condemn  you,  that  you  love 
noL  God  with  all  your  heart,  with  all  your  foul,  mind, 
and  ftrength  ;  and  that  your  heart  goes  more  out  after 
the  creature  than  the  Creator,  at  leaft  fome  times,  and 
in  many  inflances  ?  Suppofe  you  have  fincerity  ;  yet, 
may  not  confcience  witnefs  againft  you,  that  your  fin- 
cerity is  mixed  with  hypocrify  ?  Suppofe  you  have  zeal; 
yet,  will  not  confcience  witnefs  that  you  have  too  much 
iakewarmncfo  ?  ?uppofe  you  have  a  fixed  heart  upon 
God,  and  Gbrill,  and  heavenly  things  at  fome  times; 
yet,  Vv'ill  not  confcience  accufe  you  of  innumerable  wan- 
derings of  heart  ?  Why,  then  it  feems  your  beft  righte- 
oufiiefs  even  of  invv'ard  graces  will  not  pacify  confcience. 
Nor, 

(2.)  Suppofe  you  have  outward  duties  to  add  to  your 
Inward  graces;  fuppofe  you  pray  in  your  clofet,  in  your 

i-waily, 
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family,  and  in  public,  which  is  well  done  ;  and  fiippofe 
you  hear  the  word  carefully,  and  joyfully,  and  perform 
all  other  duties  :  yet,  will  n'>t  confciencc  witnefs  that 
fin  mixes  ilfelf  with  your  bed  dutiea  ?  And  when  yc  u 
pray,  yet  you  are  not  always  prayinp;  in  the  Holy  Ghull; 
when  you  worlhip,  yet  you  are  not  Hill  worjliipping  God 
in  the  Spirit ;  when  you  hear,  you  are  not  always  hear* 
ing  in  faith  ;  when  yf»u  receive  the  word  and  lacraments, 
you  are  not  ay  receiving  Chrift  therein;  and  when  y(iu 
communicate,  you  are  not  ay  communicating  worthily: 
may  not  confcience  condemn  you  for  thefe  things,  and 
put  you  to  cry  after  all,  Lord^  b^  merciful  to  me  afumer? 
Well  then,  when  you  cannot  ftand  before  your  own 
confcieaces,  in  your  beft  righteoufnefs,  either  of  inter- 
nal qualifications  or  external  performances  ;  how  can 
you  think  to  ftand  before  God,  v^^ho  is  greater  than  con- 
fcience, and  knows  all  things,  and  fees  more  fin  and 
wickednefs  in  you  than  ever  you  faw  ?  He  fees  the  er- 
rors you  cannot  fee,  Pf^Im  xix.  12.  **  Who  can  under- 
ftand  his  errors  ?"  and  the  heart's  wickednefs  you  can- 
not  difcern,  Jer.  xvii.  9,  10.  ''  The  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked,  who  can  know 
it  ?  I  the  Lord  fearch  the  heart,  and  try  the  reins,  to 
give  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  and  according 
to  the  fruit  of  his  doings/'  Now,  O  man,  woman,  if 
you  cannot  ftand  before  the  bar  of  your  own  heart  and  . 
confcience,  but  you  muft  be  condemned,  though  it  knows 
not  the  thoufandth  part  of  your  heart-wickedoefs  that 
God  knows ;  how  will  you  ftand  before  the  bar  of  God, 
whofe  underftanding  is  infinite,  and  who  is  of  glorious 
holinefs  and  dreadful  juilice?  Oh!  his  fiery  law  will 
burn  up  all  your  filthy  rags,  if  you  have  not  another 
covering,  when  death,  judgment,  and  eternity  ftare  you 
in  the  face  !  Is  it  not  your  duty  and  intereft  then,  to  fcek 
after  a  better  robe,  even  that  of  Chrift's  everlafting, 
law-biding  righteoufnefs  ?  that  alone  can  pacify  confci- 
ence,  becaufe  it  gives  the  law  all  its  demands,  and 
quenches  the  fire  of  it  with  his  blood.  O  fcek  then  to 
be  under  this  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 
that  purple-covering  of  the  new-covenant  chariot,  that 
is  paved  with  love  for  the  daughters  cf  3^r\x^^\^v:v* 
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ir.  Hence  fee,  why  it  is  that  fi:i  hath  a  reigning 
p:nver  over  the  un;^odly,  and  a  prevailing  power  over  the 
jjjodly ;  even  becaulb  the  former  are  wholly  under  the 
law,  and  the  latter  ]iartly  under  it.  On  the  one  hand, 
fin  rcignis  over  unbelievers,  becaufe  they  are  under  die 
law  :  men  being  in  bondage  tj  the  law,  are  in  bondage 
to  their  laft.  Whence  is  it  that  all  manner  of  fm  and 
profanenefs  rages  in  our  day,  and  fo  much  praftical  op- 
polition  to  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  holinefs?  Even  becaufe, 
pc.-ple  being  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
tlic  gofpel  is  flighted  and  difparaged  y  grace,  in  effeft, 
13  cried  down,  and  the  law  is  cried  up  in  oppofition  to 
it :  therefore  God  leaves  men  to  all  lawlefs  impiety,  as 
a  righteous  puniflimcnt  of  their  contemning  'of  grace, 
by  which  alone  the  law  can  be  honoured,  both  as  a 
covenant  and  a  rule,  Ifa.  xlii.  21.  Mat.  v.  17.  Rom.  iii. 
3 1. — On  the  other  hand,  why  does  fm  prevail  fo  much 
(;ver  believers  ?  why  are  they  fo  unholy  and  untender 
in  their  walk  ?  Even  becaufe  they  are  partly  under  the 
law.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace  :  in  point  of  right,  the  law  of  works  hath  no  au- 
thority over  them  ;  but  yet,  in  point  of  poffeflion,  it 
maintains  a  great  fway,  v/hile  unbelief  remains  ;  and 
hence,  though  fui  hath  no  rightful  legal  dominion  over 
them,  yet  it  continues  to  have  great  adlual  prevalence, 
while  they  do  not  make  ufe  of  that  grace  they  are  under, 
Rom.  vi.  14.  When  they  let  the  grace  of  God  out  of 
their  mind,  then  they  are  difcouraged,  and  fin  gets  ad- 
vantage: they  are  apt  to  trufl:  partly  to  their  own  Works, 
and  endeavours,  and  frames ;  and  therefore,  like  the 
woman  with  the  bloody  ilTue,  they  lofe  both  their  time 
and  pains,  and  fpend  all  on  phyficians  that  do  them  no 
■  ^ood,  till  they  c^^me  back  to  Chrill  and  grace  again. 
Sometimes  even  believers,  inilead  of  ufmg  grace  aright, 
nre  ready  to  mifufe  it,  and  make  it  a  cover  for  floth, 
under  pretence  that  Chrift  mud  do  all.  They  are  thus 
in  dangci"  of  pradlical  Antinomianifm,  and  turning  the 
pTace  of  God  into  wantonnefs  :  they  pray  not,  watch  not, 
and  therefore  they  have  nothing,  becaufe  their  hands 
'refafe  to  labour;  and  they  do  not  ftudy,  in  all  appoint- 
cJ  means,  to  keep  themfdves  utvd^t  xlc^^  dto^^jingsof 
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grace,  which  would  make  their  duties  their  pleafure ; 
but,  being  under  much  legal  bondage,  it  makes  their 
duties  their  burden,  and  a  vvearifome  taflc  ;  which  bein^^^ 
thereupon  Ihiftqd  and  flighted,  fin  gets  advantage.  But, 
Oh  !  if  believers  did  but  believe  their  privileges,  and 
rightly  ufe  the  grace  they  are  under,  it  were  impofliblc 
for  them  to  be  long  under  the  feet  of  their  enemies.  If 
they  by  faith  were  reckoning  themfelves  to  he  what  they 
are,  according  to  Rom.  vi.  ii.  *'  Likewife  reckon  ye 
yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive  unto 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrill  our  Lord  ;'*  what  a  liappy 
and  holy  life  would  the  believer  have,  if  by  faith  he 
were  reckoning  himfelf  to  be  in  Chrift  ?  For  he  Ihculd 
not  conceive  of  God  out  of  Chrift,  nor  of  hinifelf  out  of 
Chrift,  nor  of  Chrift  and  himfelf  as  two,  but  as  one  my- 
ftical  perfon,  by  virtue  of  the  myfiical  fpiritual  union 
betwixt  Chrift  and  him.  If  he  were  reckoning  that  he 
is  a  member  of  Chrift,  and  can  do  all  things  thnnigli 
him  ;  ^nd  reckoning  that  Chrift  is  in  him,  and  he  is  in 
Chrift ;  reckoning  that  lie  is  dead  in  Chrift  unto  fin, 
and  alive  in  Chrift  unto  God ;  liow  wcukl  his  fpirit  be 
railed,  elevated,"  and  nobilitated  to  the  life  of  religion, 
looking  to  himfelf,  not  in  himfelf,  but  in  Chrift,  by 
virtue  of  marriage  to  him  ? 

If  the  believer  were  faying,  by  faitli,  O  !  I  am  com- 
plete in  Chrift  ;  Tarn  perfeftly  righteous  in  Chrift,  and 
accepted  as  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God,  only  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  I  was  once  bound  to  the 
fiery  law,  the  terrible  law,  and  thoufands.  in  hell  are 
paying  that  debt  of  fatisfaftion  to  it,  and  cannot  pay  it 
to  eternity;  but  I  have  paid  every  farthing,  and  the  Jaw 
can  a{k  no  more ;  yea,  in  Chrift,  1  have  magulfied  the 
law,  and  made  it  honourable:  Here  is  one  of  the  greateft 
myfteries  in  the  world,  behold  a  man  who  fees  himfelf 
fo  finful,  that  he  thinks  none  in  all  the  world  fo  black, 
and  ugly,  and  finful  as  he,  can,  in  this  refpeft,  reckon 
himfelf  as  righteous  as  Abraham  or  Paul;  yea,  perfe6tly 
righteous;  and  fee  himfelf  in  that  gofpel-glafs,  that  fays, 
T60ZC  art  all  fair  ^  my  love^  there  is  no  f pot  in  tbe^.  Why, 
the  believer  being  clothed  with  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs, 

Hj  V^ 


lo5  The  Sirengtb  of  Sin,  Ser.  LXXVI. 

lij  i3  righteous  in  the  fight  of  Gc^J  :  to  be  righteous  ia 
inairs  fight  is  nothinjj  to  this,  hypocrites  may  arrive  at 
thai;  but  to  be  rigLteous  in  God's  fight,  is  to  be  fo 
1  i>>;Iiteoiis,  that  iijSniie  holinci'^^,  infinite  jufiice  can  find 
HO  l;h)t,  no  fpot,  no  hole,  In  tlie  garment  of  righteouf- 
\-\<So  with  whicli  the  man  is  cloihed.  O  believers  iu 
(-IhrliL,  you  that  are  perfefk  throii^;h  his  comelinefs,  yoa 
do  not  view  fuflioiently  your  piivileges,  otherwife  it 
would  elevate  you  above  corruption,  and  fill  you  with 
holy  triumph  over  all  your  luRs  and  idols,  and  make 
you  think  fharne  to  fin  ;  if  you  were  reckoning  what 
you  are  in  Clirill,  you  would  reckon  it  below  you  to 
trend  in  the  dirty  fleps  of  the  world  :  but  v»'hen  unbelief 
(hirkcnsyour  gofpcl-privileges,  and  grace  is  out  of  view, 
vi.u  faint  in  duty,  and  are  difcouraged  and  dilheart- 
cntd  in  your  work,  fj  as  fin  recovers  its  fplrit  and 
ilrength. 

12.  Hence  we  may  fee,  that  ivhatever  oppofition  and 
rcfiuence  to  fin,  hypocrites  and  unbelievers  may  make, 
yet  fl,iil  they  are  under  the  llrength  of  fin,  becaufe 
under  tlie  law  ;  and  whatever  prevalence  fin  may  have 
over  believers,  yet  they  ^t^  freed  from  the  flrength  of 
fin,  becaufe  they  are  not  under  the  law.  This  twofold 
inference  lays  a  foundation  for  refolving  two  difficult 
cafes. 

Firfl:  Cafe  is,  Seeing  hypocrites  may  refft  fin,  what 
refinance  of  fin  is  confillent  with  the  dominion  thereof? 
Hypocrites  and  reprobates  do  net  always  fin  peaceably 
but  v/ith  fome  reluftancy ;  they  forbear  many  fins,  and 
^ct  viftory  over  them  :  hov/  then  may  this  be  cleared? 
and  hou^  does  it  appear  that  they  n;ay  make  rcfiflance 
againit  an,  and  yet  the  ilrcngth  of  it  never  broken  ? 

I  anf.ver,  for  clearing  this,  in  thtfe  two  aOertions. 

(i.)  The  firft  aiTertion  is,  That  there  is  indeed  a  re- 
filling of  fin,  which  is  coniifient  with  the' power  and  domi- 
nion of  it ;  as  I  would  clear  in  a  few  words.  A  perfjn 
rjiay  folemnly  refulve  and  fwear  againft  fin,  and  yet  be 
under  the  pov/er  of  it ;  as  it  was  with  Ifrael,  Pfal.lxxviii. 
37.  and  Jv'lii.  xxiv.  18.  People  may  confefs  their  fins, 
,  ^nc\  lepcnt  of  them  with  tears  ;  as  Efau,  and  Judas,  and 
Saul  J  Hcb.  xi:.  17.  Matlh.  r.xva. 'j^^  ^^5.  i^-^iYa.TLy.iv. 
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i6, 17.  and  yct'be  under  the  power  of  it.  People  may 
feparate  fome  time  for  fpecial  falling  and  humiliation, 
on  the  account  of  iin,  and  yet  be  under  the-  power  of  it ; . 
as  Ahab,  i  Kings  xxi.  29.  People  may  be  zealous  op- 
pofcrs  and  reformers  of  fui  in  others,  and  yet  be  under 
the  reigning  power  of  it ;  like  Jehu,  2  Kings  x.  i, — 31. 
People  may  ref^l  fin  unto  fufFcringand  blocd  ;  as  Alex- 
ander,  mentioned,  Acts  xix.  33.  and  i  Tim.  i.  19. 
People  may  refill  all  motions,  inclinations,  and  tempta- 
tions to  fin,  fo  far  as  never  to  break  forth  into  any  grofs 
out-breaking  thereof,  and  be  in  all  things  blamelefs 
before  the  world  ;  as  Paul  was  before  his  converfi^n, 
Phil.  iii.  9.  And  yet  all  this  while  they  maj''  be  under 
the.  power  and  dominion  of  fin  :  Why?  becaufe  their 
refillance  of  fin  proceeds  from  wrong  principles  ;  fucli 
as  fear  of  G(xl's  judgments,  as  Ahab,  when  Elijah 
threatened  him  ;  fear  of  man,  like  Hercd ;  afledlation 
of  human  applaufe,  like  the  Pharifees ;  and  becaufe 
their  refiftance  is  but  partial,  chiefly  bended  againft 
grofs  out-breakings,  while  heart-lufts  are  welcomed  and 
entertained;  the  out-fide  of  the  cup  being  clean,  while 
within  it  is  full  of  corruption,  Matth.  xxiii.  24. — Thus, 
I  fay,  there  is  a  refilling  of  fin  that  is  confillent  with 
the  power  of  it. 

2.  The  feond  affertion  is,  That  the  power  of  fill  is 
never  broken  in  a  hypocrite;  why,  becaufe  the  nature  of 
an  hypocrite,  the  reigning  fin,  which  is  the  fin  of  nature, 
and  which  gives  life  and  breath  to  all  his  other  fins,  is 
never  difcovered,  never  groaned  under  ;  though  fomc 
aftaal  fins  get  a  Itrcak,  yet  this  remains  in  power :  and 
hence,  the  oppofition  that  a  hypocrite  or  gracclefs  man 
finds  in  himfelf  fometimes  to  fin,  is  not  the  oj^pofition 
of  the  Spirit  to  the  flefli,  but  rather  the  oppofition  of 
one  fin  to  another  :  As  if  two  noblemen  fl:rive  together 
in  a  kingdom,  the  king's  power  is  never  a  v/hit  wea- 
kened thereby,  he  rules  abfolutely  notwithltanding  ;  f  > 
two  fins  may  caft  out  with  one- another,  and  yet  the 
r-eigning  fin,  which  is  the  fin  of  nature,  remain  in  pow- 
er: hence  a  man's  pride  and  prodigality  will  diflfer  with 
his  avarice  and  covetoufnefs  ;  a  man's  felf-lovc  may 
difcord  with  his  {loth,  and  put  him  iit>orv  ^cn^T'A  ^n-wV.^"^^ 

H  4  T\vo^^v^ 
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Though  one  fin  contend  with  and  caft  out  another  fin, 
it  will  not  fay  that  fin  is  exau£lorate  :  the  fm  that  pre- 
vails,  will  yet  do  homage  to  the  reigning  fm;  but  while 
the  reigning  fm  remains  untouched,  fm  hath  dominion 
and  power.  The  taking  of  a  few  villages  does  not  much 
v/eakeri  the  ftrength  of  a  king ;  but  when  his  royal  city 
is  taken,  and  himfelf  confined,  then  his  power  is  gone: 
even  fo  here,  the  forbearing,  refifiing,  and  down-bring- 
ing of  fome  fms,  does  much  abate  the  power  of  fin; 
but  if  once  the  reigning  fm  of  the  nature  be  takea,  then 
the  power  of  fm  is  gone.  Now,  Chrifl  gives  the  body 
of  death  in  every  faint  a  deadly  wound  ;  he  does  not 
only  bruife  Satan's  heel,  but  his  head  :  when  a  man 
comes  to  fee  his  wicked  nature,  his  oppofition  to  CJod 
and  Chrifl,  and  all  his  ways  in  every  thing,  and  mourns 
f  u'  this  as  the  greatcfl  evil,  and  comes  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  employs  him  for  power  againft  it,  and  re- 
nounces its  dominion  ;  though  he  cannot  rid  himfelf 
altogether  thereof,  yet  then  is  the  power  of  it  broken 
and  gone.  But  here  notice  further.  The  permiffion  to 
do  fome  duties,  and  to  leave  off  fomc  fins,  does  not 
evince  that  the  power  of  fm  is  broken,  becaufe  this  may 
be  done  with  fin's  authority  andconfent;  yea,  and  with 
Satan's  leave  :  for  if  the  devil  fee  that  Chrift  is  like  to 
get  a  profane  fjul  from  him,  and  that  the  man  is  like 
to  break  off  from  him,  he  compones,  he  fuffers  him  to 
leave  many  fins,  and  to  do  many  good  duties:  as  a  man 
that  hath  no  will  to  quit  his  lands,  he  pays  a  compofi- 
tion  for  it;  fo  fm  makes  a  compofition  with  many,  where- 
as it  reigns  over  fome  very  abfolutely,  yet  it  reigns  over 
ethers  fo  as  to  permit  them  to  pay  fome  acknowledge- 
ment to  God,  and  yet  fm  ftill  reigns.  Many  a  man's 
confcicnc^  is  awakened  for  fin  ;  they  confefs  and  mourn 
for  it,  they  feck  pardon,  and  yet  keep  their  fins  ftill, 
and  hold  them  fafl: :  many  will  tipple  and  drink,  and 
live  in  covetoufnefs,  and  floth,  and  unbelief;  O  but 
their  defires  are  good ;  they  pray  privately  and  in  their 
families,  and  confefs  their  fins,  and  are  forry  for  them! 
What  is  this  ?  Alas!  this  is  nothing  but  the  compofition 
made  betwixt  Satan  and  you  :  you  fl:ill  hold  of  fin,  and 
it  reigns  Rill ;  even  as  your  lands  Vvo\d  o^  t\ic\\  a  ^erfon 
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oi  quality,  it  may  be  of  the  king,  or  pf  a  nobleman  : 
well,  fome  lands  are  under  greater  fervitude  to  the  king, 
or  other  fuperiors,  than  others  ;  yet  all  hold  of  them  : 
fo,  perhaps  your  flavery  to  fin  is  not  fo  great  as  that  of 
others,  but  yet  you  hold  of  fin  ;  fin  is  your  fuperior, 
and  it  hath  the  power.  So,  fome  minifters  in  the  late 
times,  after  the  king's  *  fupreniacy  was  eftabliflxed,  when 
die  king  found  and  apprehended  many  to  be  diflatisfied 
with  his  -abfolute  government,  he  offered  and  they  ac- 
cepted of  an  indulgence  from  him,  giving  them  leave 
to  preach  in  fuch  and  fuch  places  and  circumftances  : 
this  acceptance,  many  maintained,  was  fuch  a  fin,  as 
that  thereby  they  did  hold  their  miailtry  of  the  king, 
and  homologate  or  approve  of  his  fupremacy  in  matters 
facred  as  w^U  as  civil ;  or  that  the  king  was  ftill  fupreme 
over  all  caufes,  as  well  as  perfons  :  fo  it  is  here  ;  fin 
perceiving  that  many  begin  to  entertain  a  great  diflatif- 
faftioa  with  fuch  an  abfolute  form  of  government,  or 
ruling  in  fuch  a  manner,  refolve  to  alter  their  method 
and  way  of  living,  and  to  offer  indigencies  :  perhaps, 
Satan  rukd  before  in  a  way  of  drunkennefs,  fwearing, 
whoredom,  and  profanity ;  but  now  he  will  rule  by- 
pride,  formality,  covetoufnefs,  and  fetting  up  of  raena 
own  righteoufnefs  :  here  is  an  indulgence  offered  and 
accepted ;  it  is  no  change  of  government  in  the  fubftan-. 
tials  of  it,  it  is  no  change  of  the  power  of  fin,  only  fomq 
are  indulged  to  do  more  than  others.  Sin  and  Sataa 
indulge  fome  to  do  many  things,  while  fin  is  ftill  king^ 
only  it  rules  in  a  different  manner. — Thus,  I  fay»  that 
the  power  of  fm  is  never  broken  in  hypocrites,  as  it  is 
in  the  believer  who  is  under  grace. 

The'  Second  Cafe  was.  In  what  refpeds  are  believers 
freed  from  the  firengtJb  of  fin,  while  yet  they  are  fenfibl^ 
of  the  prevaJency  thereof?  For  fin  remains  in  th.em^ 
and  a£ls,  and  works,  and  fi:rives  in  them,  and  they  axe 
led  captive  thereby,  Rom.  vii.  23.  Therefore,  though 
they  be  not  under  the  law,  but  uader  grace^  it  would. 

*  Viz.  CHARLES  IL  The  Syprcms^cy  was  cflabJiflied  hy  the 
Parliament,  i66i.  And  the  Tnciilgencc  granted  by  the  Privy-. 
Council,  1 669, 
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feem  that  they  are  not  freed  from  the  power,  dominion, 
and  ftrength  of  fin ;  for  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  what  they 
daily  feel  and  complain  of:  how  then,  and  in  what  re- 
fpecls,  are  they  fread  from  it  ? 

Answ.  There  are  thefe  following  refpedls,  wherein 
the  believer  is  freed  from  the  flrength  of  fin. 

(i.)  In  fo  far  as  they  are  under  grace,  it  is  fare  they 
are  not  under  fin's  power.  Indeed,  if  believers  would 
take  hold  of  the  fhield  of  faith,  they  would  find  little 
of  the  power  of  fin ;  but  they  many  times  cafl;  this  Ihield 
away  by  difcouragements,  and  run  in  to  the  law  thro' 
unbelief,  and  fo  they  fink  :  hence,  cafting  themfelves 
out,  as  faints  may  do  for  a  ftart,  from  under  the  influ- 
ence of  grace,  they  may,  like  Peter,  begin  to  fink,  be- 
caufe  they  begin  to  fear  and  doubt ;  fo  that  it  is  true 
thus  far,  namely,  fo  far  as  they  are  under  grace,  and 
through  grace  keep  themfelves  under  the  influence  of 
grace,  they  are  not  under  the  power  and  dominion  of 
fin. 

(2.)  Believers  are  freed  from  the  power  of  fin,  in  fo 
far  as  they  are  intitled  to  the  promife,  which  fays,  Their 
fin  ftiall  be  fubdued,  and  that  fin  fhall  not  have  dominion. 
It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  it  is  not  faid  in  the  context,  fin 
hath  NO  dominion  or  power  over  them,  but  it  is  faid, -It 
Ihall  NOT  have  dominion:  now,  in  regard  the  time  is 
coming,  when  all  fin  Ihall  be  taken  away,  in  all  thefe 
that  are  under  grace  ;  its  power  and  dominion  is  to  be 
cut  off,  though  for  a  while  it  rages.  There  is  a  coun- 
fel  and  determination  againfl:  Babylon ;  God  hath  de- 
creed and  ordered,  that  fin's  dominion  Ihall  expire, 
Rom.  xvi.  20.  "  The  God  of  peace  will  bruife  Satan 
under  your  feet  fhortly,"  and  he  will  turn  judgment 
unto  vidlory;  but  how  long  the  believer  may  fight  and 
groan  under  the  prevalence  of  it,  cannot  eafily  be  de- 
termined. 

(3.)  Believers  that  are  under  grace,  are  freed  from 
the  power  of-fin,  in  regard  it  hath  no  righteous  and  law- 
ful power  and  dominion  over  them  ;  the  firft  hulband  is 
dead,  and  they  are  married  to  Chrift,  the  fecond  Huf- 
band,  Rom.  vii.  4. ;  and  therefore  they  are  not  debtors 
to  tbo  Ucfh  to  live  after  it,  Rom.  Vuv.  la.    TVvom^  the 
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flefli  may  compel  and  crave  them  to  obey,  yet  it  has  no 
jiift  power  lb  to  A-^.  Sin's  juii  authority  is  exauftorate  ; 
and  Chrill,  by  fatisfying  the  law,  which  is  the  llrength 
of  fin,  hath  condemned  lin,  Rom.  vifi.  3.  So  that  it  be- 
ing now  condemned  and  cxauftorate,  though  it  keep 
puffeflion,  yet  there  is  a  fentence  and  decreet  of  ejedion 
obtained  againil  fm.  The  believer  hath  law  upon  his 
fide,  whereas  fm  hath  no  law,  no  riglit  concerning  hira. 
Sin  hath  a  fort  of  right  to  reign  in  wicked  men,  and 
ihefe  that  are  under  the  law ;  iur  it  hath  a  right  of  con- 
queft  over  them,  and  they  are  fcrvants,  becaufe,  by 
their  a£lual  obedience,  they  have  homologate  the  right 
c:f  conquelt  that  fin  had  :  but  in  believers,  who  are  un- 
der grace,  and  delivered  from  fm  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  fatisficd  the  law,  which  is  the  llrength  of 
fin,  and  now  renouncing  the  fervice  of  fin,  and  taking 
on  with  Chrill  as  their  Lord,  v;ho  redeemed  them  by 
his  blood  from  fin,  and  overcame  and  condemned  fin, 
fin  hath  no  pretext  of  title  any  more.  It  is  true,  it  ac- 
tually exercifes  authority  :  yet  that  is  but  an  ufurped 
authority  :  fin  rules  by  no  lawful  title.  You  will  fay, 
If  fin  rule,  what  is  the  matter  whether  it  hath  a  title  or 
not  ?  I  anfwer,  Yea,  it  is  a  great  matter  ;  for  the  juft 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  upon  the  believer's  complain- 
ing of  unjuft  oppreifion,  will  right  him,  and  deliver  him 
from  fuch  an  oppreflion  and  oppreffor  in  due  time  :  and 
he  hath  encouragement,  in  oppofing  fin,  that  he  fliall 
prevail,  feeing  his  caufe  is  juft,  and  that  he  hath  juft  mat- 
ter of  pleading  with  the  righteous  God,  that  fin  fliall  n<  t 
have  power  over  him.  The  believer  may  go  to  God, 
as  Bathflieba  did  to  David,  when  Adonijah  did  ufurp 
the  kingdom,  faying,  '*  My  Lord,  O  King,  did  thou  not 
fwear,  faying,  Affuredly  Solomon  Ihall  reign  ?  and  yet, 
behold,  Adonijah  reigneth."  So  may  the  believer  go 
to  God,  ^nd  fay.  Lord,  haft  thcu  r\A  faid  that  fin  Ihall 
not  reign,  but  that  grace  fliall  reign  ?  And,  yet  behold, 
fin  and  corruption  ufurp  the  power:  and,  to  be  fure,  he 
will  take  order  with  this  matter. 

(4.)  Believers,  that  are  under  grace,   are  freed  from 
the  power  of  fin,  in  regard  fin  hath  no  power  to  cobdemn 
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or  damn  fuch  as  are  under  grace;  its  authority  is  fo  far 
broken  in  them,  that  though  they  fin,  and  though  fin 
iBay  force  them  to  fome  a6ls  of  obedience  to  it,  yet  it 
cannot  condemn  them  to  hell,  as  .it  may  do  thefe  that 
are  ftrangcrs  to  Chrift,  and  not  under  grace,  in  wliom 
fin  is  faid  to  reign  unto  death,  Rom.  v.  21.  and  chap* 
vi.  23.  Now,  whatever  way  it  may  reign  and  rule,  yet 
it  reigns  not  unto  death  in  them  that  are  under  grace, 
and  in  Chrift;  for.  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that 
are  in  Chrift;  and  againft  fuch  there  is  no  law,  Gal.  v. 
23.  As  when  the  Romans  conquered  the  Jews,  though 
they  left  fome  authority,  yet  they  took  from  them  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  as  they  acknowledge,  John 
xviii.  32.  It,  is  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any  man  to  death: 
fo,  when  Chrift  hath  conquered  fin,  though  he  did  in 
his  wifilom  not  altogether  deftroy  the  power  of  fin,  yet 
he  took  away  the  power  of  life  and  death  from  it,  fo  as 
fin  cannot  now  condemn  any  believer ;  and  this  is  a 
comfortable  privilege. 

(5.)  Believers  under  grace  are  freed  from  fin,  in  re- 
gard they  have  renounced  the  dominion  thereof,  and  their 
allegiance  thereto ;  hence  that  word,  2  Cor.  iv.  2.  We 
have  renounced  the  bidden  things  of  dijh'jnefty.  Why,  by 
clofing  and  engaging  with  Chrift  to  be  his,  and  coming 
to  him  for  protefition  from,  and  power  againft  fin,  they 
have  declared  that  they  renounce  fin,  and  all  allegiance 
thereto.  Chrift  hath  engaged  all  his  fervants  in  heart 
and  praftice  againft  fin  direftly  and  indirectly  ;  there  is 
war  declared  againft  fin  in  all  the  faints.  You  know,  it 
was  a  great  impairing  of  Rehoboam's  power,  i  Kings 
xii.  16.  when  the  ten  tribes  revolted,  and  faid  to  him, 
What  portion  ha'oe  we  in  the  f on  of  Jeffe  ?  See  to  thine 
own  houfe^  David;  to  your  tents^  0  Ifrcel;  and  io  fliook 
off  his  authority:  whatever  therefore  fin  does  in  believ- 
ers, whatever  obedience  it  extorts  from  them,  or  entices 
them  to  yield  to  it,  yet  there  is  war  irreconcilable  de- 
nounced againft  fin.  This  is  a  great  matter,  when  a 
people  fliake  off  the  authority  of  a  prince,  and  declare 
themfelves  free  from  his  authority;  however  he  be  feek- 
ing  to  reduce  them  to  obedience  again,  yet  he  hath,  for 
the  prefentf    no  dominion  over  tVvtm*.   fo  it  is  here: 
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tho'  fin  may  endeavour  to  bring  the  believer  into  Tub- 
jeftion,  yet  it  hatli  not  abfolute  fway  over  him. 

(6.)  In  regard  fin  hath  not  that  power  over  fuch  as 
are  under  grace,  as  it  had  formerly  before  they  were 
under  it ;  for,  notwithftanding  that  fin  prevails,  yet  it 
prevails  not  as  it  did  before,  when  the  ftrong  man  kept 
all  his  goods  in  peace,  2  Pet.  iv.  4.  They  run  not  to  the 
fame  excefs  of  riot :  there  is  fome  more  in  them  that  op- 
pofes  fin  ;  and  fin  does  not  rule  fo  abfolutely  and  peace- 
ably in  them  as  it  does  in  thefe  that  are  under  the  law. 
Formerly  the  fl:rong  man  kept  all  in  peace,  while  the  ' 
man  committed  fin  with  greedinefs;  but  now  there  are 
always  proteftations  and  uprifings  againft  it :  fin  hath  not 
abfolute,  peaceable,  and  voluntary  dominion. 

(7.)  Believers  under  grace  are  freed  from  fin,  in  re- 
gard fin,  in  its  principal  defign,  is  broken  ;  its  chiejf 
urength  is  taken  away  :  as  when  two  great  parties  are 
competing  and  ftriving  with  one  another,  there  -is  a  fort 
or  principal  city  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  whofoever  of 
them  can  make  themfelves  mafter  of  that,  they  are  fair 
to  carry  the  whole  kingdom  ;  therefore  both  ftrive  to 
gain  it,  and  he  that  firft  gains  it,  has  much  weakened 
his  enemy's  power :  fo  it  is  here,  the  great  defign  of 
fin  and  Satan  is  to  keep  the  foul  fromxlofing  with  Chrift.; 
he  hides  their  need  of  Chrift  from  them  fo  long  as  he 
can ;  and  when  they  come  to  fee  their  need  of  Clirift, 
he  feeks  to  comfort  and  falve  them  by  the  law,  or  hy 
their  legal  endeavours  :  when  this  mifcarries  with  him, 
tlien,  by  a  multitude  of  objeftions,  he  fcares  them  from 
Chrift ;  all  his  forces  and  might  are  bent  upon  this,  as 
his  chief  and  only  defign,  to  keep  the  foul  and  Chrift 
from  joining  together;  for  then  he  knows  he  hath  loft 
them  for  ever.  Now,  .when  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  a  day 
i£.  power,  hath  fo  far  overcome  Satan,  that  he  hath  bro- 
ken his  chief  defign,  and  maugre  all  the  oppofition  of 
the  devil  and  corruption,  hath  made  the  foul  to  come 
to  him  and  believe  on  him,  and  fo  hath  put  the,  foul  in- 
to a  ftate  of  reconciliation,  life  and  grace,  then  he  hath 
very  much  delivered  them  from  the  power  of  fin,  efpe- 
cially  the  mother-fin  of  unbelief,  John  xvi.  9. 

(8.)  In  regard  that  fin  hath  got  a  dead\y  >no\\tAV}  nIsx^ 


1 14  The  Strength  of  Sin.  Ser.  LXXVI. 

power  of  converLing  grace,  of  which  it  never  heals  again 
\A\  it  totally  die.  There  is  fach  a  plot  laid  in  the  da/ 
of  believing  and  converfion,  as  fm  will  certainly  be 
blown  up  with  ;  having  got  a  death's  wound,  it  will  die 
ere  long.  Indeed,  it  may  be  like  a  man  in  a  malignant 
fever,  that  hath  Ilrength  of  hunKmrs,  and  in  whom  the 
ilrength  of  nature  is  overcome ;  he  feems  to  be  very 
flrong,  fo  as  three  men  perhaps  cannot  get  him  kept  in 
the  bed:  yea,  all  this  is  but  only  the  raging  of  his  hu- 
mour, and  nature's  laft  attempt;  for  within  a  few  hours 
the  man  dies.  So,  after  fm  hath  got  a  death's  wound, 
it  may  rage  for  a  little,  but  dies  at  laft:  like  an  ox  felled 
on  the  forehead  with  an  ax  ;  how  does  he  leap  and 
ft^mp,  and  put  forth  pjwer  with  violence  for  a  while  ? 
but  at  laft  falls  down  a^id  dies.  Thus  the  firft  draught 
of  the  water  of  life  that  the  foul  by  faith  drinks,  proves 
poifon  to  fin ;  and,  the  more  of  this  water  that  the  foul 
drinks,  the  more  is  the  power  of  fm  abated  ;  there  is  a 
trap  laid  for  fm.  You  have  a  word,  Obadiah  verfe  7. 
Tbey  have  laid  a  ivound  under  thee ;  there  is  a  train  laid 
foi-  fm,  that  cannot  fail  to  be  its  death.  Why,  what 
for  a  train  ?  why,  the  believer,  by  faith,  fets  all  at  work 
againft  fm ;  not  only  prayers  and  tears,  and  all  means  ■ 
and  duties,  under  the  condu61:  of  new-covenant  grace ; 
but  the  fpecial  train  is  the  word  and  promife  of  Ghrift  ; 
the  grace  and  fulnefs  of  Chriit ;  the  blood,  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  merit  of  Ghrift  ;  the  power,  grace,  and  Spirit 
of  Ghrift  ;  are  all  employed  to  knock  down  fm,  and  all 
clapt  upon  fin's  head;  fo  that  its  power  muft  ceafe,  and 
it  cannot  but  die. 

SEIU 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  S      LXXVir,  LXXVIII.  * 

I  Cor.  XV.  s^* 
— Tbe  ftrengtb  offm  is  tie  lasa, 

[The  fifth  and  fixth  Sermons  on  this  text*] 


MY  friends,  we  need  to  feek  falvation  from  fin,  elfe- 
where  than  in  and  by  the  law,  and  the  works 
thereof;  for  the  law  of  God  cannot  fave  or  juftify  the 
leaft  tranfgreffor  of  it,  otherwife  it  muft  condemn  itfelf, 
which  is  impoffible :  Curfed  is  every  one^  fays  the  law, 
that  continues  not  in  all  tbings  ^written  in  tbe  book  of  the 
lav)  to  do  tbem;  and  we  are  obliged  to  fay  Amen  to  that 
curfe,  as  every  way  juft  and  righteous :  Curfed  is  he  that 
confirms  not  all  the  v)ords  of  this  la<w^  to  do  them;  and  all 
tbe  people  Jhallfay^  Amen,  Deut.  xxvii.  26.  It  is  the 
very  nature  of  the  law  to  condemn  the  leaft  tranfgreffor 
of  it,  whatever  after-works  of  obedience  he  may  per- 
form; for.  Whoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  law^  and  yet  of 
fend  in  one  pointy  he  is  guilty  of  all ^  Jam.  ii.  10.  There- 
fore, the  higheft  aft  of  obedience,  even  of  the  faints  in 
heaven,  cannot  expiate  the  leaft  breach  of  God's  law, 
neither  can  any  duty  performed,  take  away  the  fault  of 
a  fm  'Committed.  Sin  therefore  retains  its  ftrength  to 
enflave,  and  ftrength  to  deftroy  the  finner,  by  virtue  of 
the  broken  law  that  he  is  under,  fo  long  as  he  hath  not 
wherewith  to  repair  the  honour  of  the  law:  the  honour 
of  the  precept  of  the  law  muft  be  repaired  by  a  perfeft 
cibedience,  and  the  honour  of  the  threatening  by  a  com- 
plete  fatisfaclion,  otherwife  the  ftrength  of  fin  remains  ; 
but,  whenever  a  man  is  clothed  with  the  obedience  and 

*  Where   the   two   fyllowing   difcourfcs   were  celivercd   is   uncer- 
tain. 
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fatlsfaSlion  of  Chrill,  thea  being  reputed  no  tranfgreffor, 
but  a  perfeft  keeper  and  fulfiUer  of  the  law,  it  is  no 
more  the  ftrength  of  fill  in  him  ;  for,  accdrdiflg  to  our 
doftrine  from  this  text,  the  law  of  works  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  only  to  the  finner,  by  whom  it  is  broken,  not  to 
the  believer,  by  whom  it  is  fulfilled  in  his  glorious 
Head.   *^* 

Having  already,  elfewhere,  difcuffed  the  dodlrinal 
part,  finifhcd  th^  firft  ufe  of  caution,  and  deduced 
tv/elve  inferences  for  information  ;  therq  are  ftill  many 
more  lelTons  may  be  learned  from  this  doftrine,  befides 
what  I  have  already  deduced ;  fuch  as, 

1.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  dangerous  and  damnable  in- 
fluence of  legal  doftrine,  that  tends  to  keep  finn^rs  rtader 
the  law;  for  thus  they  are  under  the  power  t>f  fin.  The 
legal  ftrain',  under  covert  of  zeal  for  the  law,  'hath  i 
native  tendency  to  marr  true  holiiiefs,  and  all  acceptable 
obedience  to  the  law,  infomuch,  that  the  greateft  tega- 
lift  is  the  greateft  Antinomian,  or  eneijiy  to  the  law: 
the  gofpel  is  flighted  and  difparaged  by  many,  as  if  k  left 
men  to  a  lawJefs  liberty,-  and  the  law  is  cried  up  in  op- 
pofition  to  it;  and  therefore  God  leaves  men  t6  all  la*'- 
lefs  impieties"^  as  a  righteous  puniftiment  of  their  con- 
temning'of  grace,  by  which  alone  the  ftrength  of  fin  can 
be  broken,  Rom.  vi.  14.  Why  does  the  devil,  in  all 
generations,  oppofe  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  gofpel,  and 
to  the  dofitrine  of  grace,  and  raifes  up  ail  the  calnnmies 
in  the  world  againft  it  ?  Even  becaufe  it  is  the  doartniB 
of  grace  that  deftroys  his  kingdom;  for  the  devil  'knorws, 
that  while  men  are  under  the  law,  they  are  under  his 
power,  and  under  the  power  of  fm ;  therefore  he  hath 
no  great  ill-will  at  legal  doftrine  :  but-if  one  preach  up 
grace,  and  nothing  but  free  grace,  then  be  will  raife  a 
hue  after  him,  as  an  enemy  to  the  law  and  holinefs  *. 
Why,  what  ails  the  devil  at  the  foul  ?  Even  becaufe 
nothing  fpoils  his  market  among  fouls  fo  much,  as  the 
igofpel,  when  it  comes  wtth  power ;-  for,  it  is  the  gofpd, 
and  not  the  law,   that  is  the  immediate  inftrument  of 

*  TIk  ground  of '  fucli  an  accufation  may  be  feen  accounted  for, 
Vok  Lp.  2^2.  Yol*  Ih  p.  304,  305*  395%  Vo\,UL  ijv»  ^4, 
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converfion,  Gal.  iii*  a*  and  of  true  holinefs,  Tit.  ii.  11, 
12.  And  what  is  it  that  makes  the  gofpel  the  power  cf 
God  to  falvation,  and  the  powerful  inflrument  of  con- 
verting fenners  to  God?  Even  becaufe  therein  is  reveal- 
ed the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  from  faith  to  faiths  Rom.  i. 
15.  17.  and  therein  the  righteoufntfs  of  God,  without  the 
law,  is  raanifeft.edy  Rom.  iii.  21.  What  v/as  the  reafon, 
that,  in  the  beginning  of  our  glorious  Reformation  fuch 
great  multitudes  were  quickened  to  fpiritual  life,  and 
made  fruitful  in  the  ways  of  God  ?  Why,  God  raifed 
up  fbme  inftruraents  to  publifli  and  illuftrate  the  dcftrihe 
of  grace^  and  their  preachinjg  wrought  wonders,  the 
power  of  God  attending  the  publication  of  it ;  they 
harped  moft  upon  this  ftring,  to  clear  the  doftrine  of 
juttification  by  grace,  without  the  works  of  the  law, 
and  in  oppofition  to  the  damnable  doftrine  of  the  church 
of  RoQie,  which  fets  up  men's  works  as  the  matter  of 
their  jaftification :  but  as  all  the  Reformers  harped 
fwcetly  upon  the  firing  of  grace,  fo  this  article,  fays 
Luther,  reigns  in  my  heart,  **  That  we  are  jellified 
**  freely  by  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  >s  in 
'*  Chrift.'*  But  iiow-a-days,  we  are  become  fo  far  a- 
IhamTgd  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  as  all  imaginable  me- 
thods have  been  taken  to  difparage  the  preaching  of  it ; 
fo  fome,  that  have  but  a  faint  inclination  to  preach  it, 
are  difcouragfed  from  meddling  too  much  with  tliis 
theme  ;  and  others  betake  themfelves  to  a  legal  ftrain  ; 
or,  if  they  preach  grace,  it  is  in  fuch  a  hampered  way, 
and.  with  fo  many  cautions  and  circumlocutions,  as  if 
there  were  a  great  danger  in  preaching  free  grace,  but 
no  danger  in  preaching  the  law.  Is  there  need  of  cau- 
tion in  preaching  of  Christ,  and  no  caution  to  be  ufed 
in  preaching  Mofes  ?  I  am  not  agarnft  fuitable  caution 
on  all  hands ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared,  there  will  be  little 
revival  of  a  Reformation,  ti-ll  the  doflrine  of  grace  vent 
more  freely  under  the  conduft  of  the  Spirit,  giving  fucU 
an  appropriating  faith  and  pcrfuafion  of  the  free  favour, 
love,  and  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  as  took  place  in  our 
Reformers  days.  Whence  is  it  that  all  manner  of  fin 
and  profanenefs  rages  in  our  day  ?  Why,  gofpel-light  is 
Vol.  V.  t  I  <i\S^^\ 
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cither  darkened  or  flighted,  and  men  remain  under  the 
law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

2.  See  hence  the  dreadful  corruption  and  depravation 
of  our  nature,  and  the  deplorable  condition  of  linners  in 
their  natural  Hate,   in  that"  the  law,   whidi  forbids  fm^ 
lh)uld    be    in    men    the    ttrength    of  fin,    and    l]>ould 
irritate  corruption,  and  ftir  up  to  more  fin.     1  he  Ia;r, 
inilead  of  healing  that,  difeafe,  does  incrcafe  it ;    as  it  is 
laid,  Hofca  vii.  i.  *'  When  I  would  have  healed  Ilrael, 
f 'iCn  the   iniquity  of  Ephraim  v^as  difcovered,   and  the 
v/ickednefs  of  Samaria.^'     See  alfo  Rom.  vlii.  9,  10,  if. 
It   fares  vvith  men  under  the  dominion  of  the  law,  as 
with  wolves  and  dogs,  that  grow  more  fierce  by  their 
being  tied  up  and  confined:  and  as  with  a  brook,  which 
if  not  interrupted,  runs  calmer?  but  if  it  be  dammed  up, 
then    Supens  et  fcrvensy    ct   ab   obice  fxvior   ibit ;  "  it 
^'  fwells  beyond  its  bounds,   and   rages  and  runs  down 
*■  afterwards   the   more  violently."     When  the  fun  of 
tlic  law  fhines  upon  niens  dunghill  hearts,  tkey  bring 
fjrth  tlie  more  noifom  fmell ;  hence,  tell  the  unregene- 
rate  man  of  his  fins,  he  is  the  more  inclined  thereto; 
tell  hhn  of  his  duties,  he  is  the  more  averfe  therefrom: 
•why,   whence  does  this  proceed?    It  even  comes  to  pafs 
by  thefe  two   means,      i.  God   is  provoked  by  fin,  to 
v»'ork  thefe  ftrange  effedls  upon  men,  as  an  angry  Judge ; 
he  makes  the  law,  which  fliould  be  their  fouls  meat  and 
drink,    to  be  po'rfon  to  them.     2.  Becaufe  the  law  is 
contrary  to  fin,  therefore  fin  is  contrary  to  it;   they  vio- 
lently oppofe  each  other.     If  there  were  no  fin,  the  law 
Would  be  ^-Jeafant  to  them,  they  would  wear  it  as  jewels 
about  tlieir  neck,   and  write  it  upon  the  tables  of  their 
heart ;   but  now,  oh  !  how  oppofite  is  the  carnal   heart 
to  all  fpiritual  work  !    Some  fpeak  of  their  good  hearts, 
and  good  nature;  but,  ''  Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of 
Nazareth?"  any  good  thing  out  of  a  finful  nature?  Na- 
turally we  delight  in  good,  juli:  as  fifh  delight  to  be  out 
of  the  water;  take  a  fifh  out  of  its  watery  element,  and 
fj  long  as  it  lives  it  is  not  quiet,  it  does  nothing  but  leaps 
and  tumbles  up  and  down;   fo,  fet  carnal  men  upon  fpi- 
ritual work,  tiiey  are  out  of  their  element,  they  cannot 
livc^  ca^nuGt  reft  t:icre,  \\f<A.  \\.  5.    "Pxvjvw^aud  preach- 
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ing  does,  as  it  were,  hew  and  Hay,  vex  and  torment 
tiieni;  they  are  never  eafy  till  they  be  in  their  own  ele- 
ment again.  That  horlc  mull  b^  a  Iroward  beall,  tliat, 
the  more  he  is  fpurred  forward,  the  more  he  runs  back- 
ward; and  a  ftubborn  child,  that,  the  more  his  l'ail;er 
injoins  him  to  do  a  ihinj^,  the  more  he  fets  himlelf  a- 
gainft  it  :  this  is  ihe  llaic  of  every  one  by  nature  ;  men 
huff  and  fnufF  at  ropro.;f,  and  cannot  endure  contradic- 
tion. And  as  our  nature  is  a  corrupt  and  contradiclin;^ 
nature,  in  oppofiLicn  to  the  law;  fo  it  is  a  heterogeneous 
and  felf-contradidtory  nature:  men  are,  while  under  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  both  und'jr  the  power  of  fin,  and  un- 
der the  power  of  fjlf-rightcoufnefs  ;  having  a  curfed  op- 
pofuioa  to  the  law  «is  a  rule  of  holineis,  and  yet  a  woe- 
ful inclination  to  be  jultlfied  by  the  law  as  a  covenant  cf 
works,  Rom.  x.  3.;  and,  as  the  eiiprcfli^m  is.  Gal.  vi. 
21.  they  defire  to  be  under  the  law,  to  be  faved  by  it ; 
and  yet  they  cannot  endure  to  be  under  it,  to  be  ruled 
by  it-  They  take  occafion  to  fin  from  the  law,  Rom.  vii. 
8.;  as  fome  evidently  do,  when  they  fcorn  their-teach- 
ers,  and  turn  their  preaching  into  fcoffing:  and  yet  they 
take  occafion  to  boafl  from  the  law,  Rom.  ii.  27.  as  if 
they  were  too  w^ife  to  be  inflrufted,  and  too  good  and 
righteous  to  defpair  of  life  by  the  law.  Thus  the  law 
they  are  under  is  their  ruin,  and  they  know  it  net. 
While  the  commandment  never  came  Vvrith  powfer  to 
their  efteilual  Qonviction,  fin  and  felf  remain  in  their 
power;  and  yet  of  this  they  are  ignorant,  that,  Tbe 
Strength  offm  is  the  law.  They  perceive  not  the  Ilrengtli 
of  fin  that  they  are  under,  nor  the  ftrength  of  natural 
corruption^  nor  the  dreadful  curfe  they  are  under,  bc- 
caufe  they  know  not  the  law  they  are  under,  nor  per- 
ceive it  in  its  fpirituaiity  and  feverity,  in  its  mandatory 
and  minatory  power,  which  gives  fin  both  its  command- 
ing  and  condemning  Urength. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  duty  of  all  unbelievers  under 
the  pov/er  of  fin,  namely,  to  come  to  Chrifi,  and  to  come 
under  his  grace,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf- 
nefs  to  every  one  that  belie\'^cth,as  they  W'ould  not  remain 
imder  the  yoke  of  the  law,  and  lb  under  the  ftrength  of 
fin.     Oh !  what  a  fearful  thing  is  it  lo  be  xxw^^t  \Jcv^\'a>N\ 

I  2  '^'•^^^ 
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"  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under 
the  curfe."  Your  works  can  never  fatisfy  the  law;  to 
attempt  this,  were  to  build  a  caftlc  in  the  air:  and,  as  a 
Ihow-ball,  the  more  it  is  rolled,  the  bigger  it  grows  ;  fo, 
the  more  you  go  on  to  get  a  righteoufHefs  ia  yoHrfelf  to 
fulfil  tile  law,  the  further  off  you  are  from  it,  and  the 
more  involved  tinder  the  curfe,  as  being  a  debtor  to  do 
the  whole  law.  Gal.  v.  3.  And,  Oh!  how  dreadful  will 
your  ilate  be  in  a  dying  hour,  and  on  the  brink  of  eter- 
nity, if  you  have  no  righteoufnefs  that  can  pleafe  the 
holinefs,  or  pacify  the  jullice  of  God!  you  will  have  no- 
thing to  expe6l,  but  to  bear  the  weight  of  your  own 
fins  for  ever,  where  God  will  open  the  treafiires  of  his 
fury,  and  ftiut  the  bowels  of  his  mercy  for  ever  upon 
you ;  and  when  you  have  fiiffered  millions  of  yecrrs  in 
hell,  yet  not  one  mite  of  a  million  of  your  law-debt  wiU 
be  paid  !  O  then,  defpair,  abfolutely  dcfpair  of  getting 
any  good  by  the  law,  whether  by  your  own  doing  cr 
fufferihg ;  and  fee  the  neceffity  of  flying  to-  Chrift,  and 
his  dr^rfg  and  fuffering,  knowing  that  there  is  no  other 
way  of  getting  both  the  law  and  the  Law-giver  fatisfierf. 
O  happy  thefe,  who  are  perfuaded,  through  grace,  to- 
take  this  way,  namely,  of  coming  to  Chrift  alone,  for 
deliverance  from  the  law,  and  fo  from  the  flrength  of 
fin! 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  is  the  duty  of  believers  in 
Chrift,  who  are  delivered  from  the  law.  Surely  they 
ought  to  give  evidence  that  they  are  delivered  from  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  by  afpiring  after  the  ftrength  of  grace: 
for,  as  it  is  laid  of  believers,  Rom.  vi.  14.  *'  Sin  IhaH 
not  have  dominion  over  you ;  for  you  are  not  i*nder  the 
law,  but  under  grace;"  which  fays,  that  l^  their  being 
delivered  from  the  law,  they  are  delivered  froni  the 
reigning  ftrength  of  fin;  fo  it  is  the  duty  of  believers  to 
^ive  evidence  that  they  are  not  under  the  law,  nor  con- 
fequently  under  the  ftrength  of  fin-,  by  aiming  at  the 
ftrength  of  grace,  or  the  higheft  and  nobleffi  degrees 
thereof,  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

If  you  aflc.  When  is  it  that  the  ftrength  of  grace  docs 
appear  in  a  believer  ? 
/  fliall  oScv  fomc  inftatice^  oi  t\v^  ftx^x^gii  of  grace : 
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I  fpeak  not  now  of  grace  in  the  fountain,  as  It  is  in  God, 
but  of  grace  in  tlie  llreams,  as  it  ought  to  ftiine  in  the 
believer. 

(i.)  The  firfl:  inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace  is 
when  the  believer  can  be  high  at\4  y^t  low ;  high  in  his 
attainments,  and  yet  low  in  his  thoughts  and  apprehen- 
iions  of  hiinfelf.  Thus  Paul  was  high  in  giits,  high  in 
graces,  high  in  comforts,  high  in  fervices,  high  in  fuc- 
cefs,  high  in  manifellations,  high  in  many  excellent  re- 
fpedts,  and  yet  low  and  humble  in  fpirit:  for,  if  we  take 
his  own  verdift  of  hiinfclf,  he. looks  on  hirafelf  as  the 
leaft  of  all  faints,  the  chief  of  all  finners,  not  worthy  to 
be  called  an  apottle,  as  I  might  inllance  in  feveral  of  his 
epiftles  ;  yea,  he  calls  himfelf  nothing,  2  Cor.  xii.  11. 
And,  O  how  becoming  is  it  for  believers  to  be  low  and 
humble  amidltthefe  high  and  eminent  graces  and  attain- 
ments! For  he  that  was  the  higheft  became  the  loweR ; 
*'  Learn  of  me,  fays  Chrill,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart:"  and  yet  fo  high,  that,  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
he  had  ftiewed  how  all  things  were  delivered  to  him  by 
his  Father,  Mat.  xi.  27,  28,  29.  Oh!  may  not  dull 
^nd  alhes  blufli  and  be  afhamed  to  be  proud,  when  Go© 
humbled  himfelf!  Oh  !  for  a  vile  worm  to  fwell,  when 
Majesty  humbled  itfelf ! 

(2.)  The  fecond  inllance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace,  is, 
when  the  believer  is  low,  and  yet  high;  lying  low  in  the 
dull  before  God  continually,  and  yet  high  and  heavenly - 
minded,  according  to  Col.  iii.  i,  2.  when  the  lower  he 
linlcs  in  felf-abafement,  the  higher  he  mounts  up  as  en 
eagles  wings  in  fpiritual-mindednefs  and  holy  loftinefsof 
heart,  looking  down  with  a  generous  difdain  upon 
worldly  things,  that  carnal  minds  are  fo  much  taken  up 
with. 

(3.)  The  third  inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace,  is 
when  a  believer  is  full,  and  yet  empty ;  i*ull  of  worldly 
enjoyments,  and  yet  empty  of  love  to  the  world  ;  en- 
joying all  manner  of  temporal  good  things,  and  yet  able 
to  fay,  as  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  Whom  ba%>e  I  in  heaven  hut 
tbee?  and  there  is  none  on  earth  that  1  defire  be  fide  thee? 
And  with  Paul,  /  am  critcijied  to  the  m)orld^  and  the  naorld 
to  me.     It  is  $n  inftance  of  great  grace,  vjVv^tv  2l  to^.-^  c?^tv 
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fwim  In  the  flreams  of  creature-enjjyments,   and  yet  fj 
as  not  to  forfake  the  fountain  of  living  waters. 

(4.)  Th'e  fourth  inliance  of  the  llrength  of  grace,  is,  ' 
when  the  believer  is  empty,  and  yet  full ;  empty  of  all 
outward  worldly  enjoyment,  and  yet  full,  as  having  all, 
by  having  Chrilh^  This  is  exemplified  in  Hab.  iii.  17, 
18.  '^  Tho'  the  lig-tree  llionld  not  bloffom,  nor  fruit  be 
found  in  the  vine,  ^c.  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
be  j'jyfai  in  the  God  of  my  falvation."  Thus,  when  a 
man  {lavin-;  noihin;::;,  yet  p^.fiefTcs  all  things,  by. feeing 
all  in  Ciniir,  even  amidfl  outward  wants,  loffes,  croffec, 
and  aiHiili'jus,  then  tiie  llrength  of  grace  appears. 

(5.)  Tiie  fifth  inluince  of  the  ftrcngth  of  grace,  is, 
wiien  the  believer  is  at  eafe,  and  yet  afilicled  ;  at  eafe  ia 
refpecl  of  outward  ai:d  inv/ard  profperity,  and  yet  afflic- 
ted for  the  affliclions  of  God's  church  and  people,  laying 
the  church's  calamities  duly  to  heart.  You  have  a  no- 
table example  of  this  in  David,  2  Sam.  vii.  i-  There 
you  fee  that  he  fat  in  his  houfe,  and  the  Lord  had  given 
liini  relt  round  about  from  all  his  enemies,  and  thus  he 
Vv-as  at  eafe,  but  he  fays  to  Nathan,  **  Behold,  now  I 
dwell  in  a  houfe  of  cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  dwells 
within  curtains,"  vcr.  2.  Tho'he  v/as  at  reft  and  eafe, 
fo  that  his  own  perfonal  interell  j^rofpered  ;  yet  he  was 
afflicted,  becaufe  it  fared  not  fo  well  with  the  houfe  and 
interell  of  God.  It  is  choice  grace,  to  be  deeply  afflic- 
ted with  the  afHidion  of  the  church,  even  when  no  pcr- 
I'onal  affliction  takes  place. 

(6.)  The  fixth  inltance  of  the  flrength  of  grace,  is, 
when  a  believer  is  afflidlcd,  and  yet  at  eafe  ;  I  mean, 
when  he  is  compalt  about  with  perfonal  affliftion,  and 
yet  eaiy  and  quiet,  in  a  holy,  humble  fubmillion  to  the 
will  of  Gi)d,  and  chearfully  acquiclccs  tlierein  :  **  I  was 
dumb,  and  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  thou  didft  it,'* 
fays  the  Pfalmift.  Thus  Aaron  held  his  peace,  even 
when  God's  difpenfations  towards  his  children  were  ter- 
rible. 

(7.)  The  feventh  inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace,  is, 

when  the  believer  preffes  after  the  greateft  meafure  of 

j^erional  holinefs  and  imparted  righteoufnefs,    and  yet 

lives  \vho]\y  and  depends  inlueVy  va^ow  ^ti.  w^uted  righ- 
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teoufnefs  :  See  a  notable  example  of  this  in  Paul,  Phil. 
iii.  12,  13, 14.  wliere  he  is  prcHIng  after  the greateft  de- 
gree of  holinei's;  arid  yet,  vcr.  7,  8,  9.  he  lives  and  de- 
pends only  and  wholly  upon  the  imputed  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  for  juftification  and  acceptance  with  God. 

(8.)  The  eighth  inllance  of  the  ItrcnRth  of  grace,  is, 
when  a  believer  can  apprehend  love  in  God's  heart,  even 
when  he  fees  nothing  but  frowns  in  his  tace;  and  when, 
with  Abraham,  Againft  lope  be  believes  in  hope  ;  and 
lays,  with  Job,  Tbou:yb  be  flay  me^  yet  ivill  I  truft  in  bim. 
To  I'jve  a  fmiting  Gi>d,  and  trull  in  a  flaying  God,  or 
notwith{ianding  all  his  Haying  difpenfations,  argues  grear 
grace;  and  even  when  walking  in  darknefs,  and  havinjy 
no  light,  then  to  trull  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
when  he  is  calling  him  a  dog,  then  to  draw  arguments 
for  his  faith  out  of  fuch  a  word,  and  to  pl^ad  kindnefs 
on  him  amidll  all  the  frowns  of  his  face,  and  blows  of 
his  hand  :  this  is  conquering  grace. 

(9.)  The  ninth  inibmce  of  the  ilrength  of  grace,  is, 
when  believers  fee  a  beauty  in  the  fervice  of  religion, 
as  well  as  in  the  fweets  of  it ;  a  beauty  in  fpiritual  em- 
ployments, as  well  as  fj-Viritual  enjoyments  ;  when  it  is 
their  meat  and  drink  to  do  their  Lord's  will,  and  work 
his  work,  as  well  as  enjoy  his  prefence ;  and  when  it  is 
their  very  life  to  ferve  the  Lord.  O  but  they  are  come 
a  great  length,  that  can  fay.  To  us  to  live  is  Cbrijt! 

(10.)  The  tenth  inflance  of  the  Ilrength  of  grace,  is, 
when  a  man  can  rejoice  in  the  gifts,  graces,  and  ufcful- 
nefs  of  others,  even  when  they  outfliine  his  own,  and 
eclipfe  him  ;  and  when  a  man  can  rejoice  to  fee  the 
work  of  Gt)d  carried  on  by  others,  tho'  himfelf  be  laid 
afide,  and  Ihare  not  in  the  honour  of  it.  Such  eminent 
grace  was  in  Mofes,  when  he  faid,  ''^  Envieft/  thou  for 
my  fake?  would  to  God  all  the  Lord's  people  were  pro- 
phets, and  that  the  Lord  would  put  his  Spirit  upon 
them,"  Numb.  xi.  29.  And  fuch  eminent  grace  was 
in  Paul,  when  he  rejoiced  that  Chriit  was  preacbed, 
though  with  a  defign  to  cloud  and  eclipfe  him,  Phil.  i. 
J 8.  Some  have  noticed  two  things  as  carrying  noble 
grace  in  them  :  the  one  is,  to  be  willing  to  be  ufed  in 
God's  work,  w^ithout  being  taken  notice  of^  or  having; 

I  4  X^vi, 
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the  honour  of  it ;  and  the  other  is,  for  a  man  to  rejoice 
to  fee  the  work  of  God  carried  on  by  others,  though  he 
himfelf  be  laid  afide. 

(ti.)  The  eleventh  inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace, 
13,  when  a  man  can  fet  the  glory  of  Chrift  above  his  own 
intereft,  his  own  happinefs,  his  own  life  and  concerns. 
Mofes  and  Paul  were  alfo  eminent  i-n  this  ;  Mofes  con- 
tent to  be  blotted  out  of  God's  book,  and  Paul  content  to 
be  accurfed  for  Ifrael's  fake:  what  was  this,  but  as  fome 
f  bferve  with  reipeft  to  Mofes,  a  preferring  the  glory  of 
CJod  before  their  own  falvation,  whofe  glory  they  look- 
ed upon  as  conjoined  with  Ifrael's  prefervatioH,  in  re- 
ipeft  of  the  promifes  made  to  the  fathers,  and  in  refpedl 
of  the  blafphemy  which  the  Egyptians  and  adverfaries 
v/ere  ready  to  belch  out  againft  God,  fliould  he  utterly 
dcilroy  them.  And  again,  we  find  Paul  not  only  will- 
ing to  be  bound,  but  even  to  die  at  Jerufalem  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus;  Chrift's  honour  being  dearer  to 
him  than  his  life.  O  Sirs,  it  is  rare  grace  for  a  man  to 
be  content  that  his  name  be  eclipfed,  and  his  honour 
laid  in  the  daft,  if  the  name  and  honour  of  Chrift  may 
be  advanced  thereby  ;  and  content  to  be  a  footftool  on 
which  Chrift  may  afcend  his  throne. 

(12.)  The  twelfth  inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  grace, 
is,  when  a  man  can  account  no  outward  adverfity  too 
hard  to  ftiifer  for  the  name  of  Chrift  on  earth,  and  no 
outward  profperity  too  dear  to  part  with  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  Chrift  in  heaven :  when,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
accounts  no  outv/ard  adverfity  too  hard  to  fuffer  for  the 
name  of  Chrift  on  earth,  and  can  glory  in  the  Crofs  of 
Chrift;  it  is  faid  of  the  difciples,  Afts  v.  41.  They  re- 
j'  iced  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffer  Ihamefor 
the  name  of  Chrift:  or,  as  the  words  may  be  read,  that 
ihey  were  honoured  to  be  dijhonoiired  for  Chrift.  And 
when,  on  the  other  hand,  they  account  no  outward 
profperity  too  fweet,  or  too  dear,  to  part  with  for  the 
enjoyment  of  Chrift  in  heaven.  If  a  man  be  in  affli£tion, 
adverfity,  diftrefs,  ficknefs,  pain,  and  then  be  willing  to 
be  gone,  there  is  not  much  here,  this  may  be  where 
there  is  no  grace  at  all ;  but  when  a  man  enjoys  abun- 
dance  of  ivorldly  comforts  and  contentments,  and  yet 
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longs  for  heaven  and  perfe£t  holinefs  and  happinefs ; 
whes,  though  he  may  fay.  It  is  good  to  be  ber£%  yet  he 
is  faying,  O  it  is  better  to  be  there,  to  be  ^itb  Cbrifs  is 
*<?A  ^f  ^^Is  an<l  therefore  is  breathing,  with  the  fpoufe, 
Song  viii.  14.  *'  Mak©«halle,  my  Beloved,  and  be  thou 
like  to  a  roe,  or  to  a  young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of 
fpices  :''  make  hafte  to  bring  me  to  the  place  where  I 
ihall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord,  and  liiall  be  like  him ; 
for  I  Ihall  fee  him  as  he  is :  no  paradife  here  being  like 
tlie  paradife  above.  This  were  an  inttance  of  the  llrcngth 
of  grace  ;  and,  O  but  a  new  difcovcry  of  the  glory  of 
Chrift  would  make  a  man  long  to  be  above,  and  look  with 
contempt  upon  all  fublunary  enjoyments!  For,  as  a  man 
that  looks  any  time  on  the  natural  fun,  when-ftfter  that 
he  \ocAis  down,  the  earth  is  but  a  lump  of  darknefs  to 
him  ;  fo,  if  we  look  to  the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  Sun  of 
righteoufncfs,  and  the  glory  of  heaven,  how  will  it  darken 
all  worldly  glory,  and  make  us  long  to  be  ab>ve.-— 
Now,  I  fay,  it  is  the  duty  of  believers,  that  are  delivered 
from  under  the  law,  and  confequently  from  the  ftrength 
of  fin,  to  difcover,  in  opp:)fition  thereto,  the  ftrength  of 
grace,  in  thefe  or  the  like  inftances  that  I  have  named. 
"  To  feek  life  by  the  law,  or  juftification  by  the 
*'  deeds  of  it,  fays  one,  is  to  feek  life  in  death,  juftifi- 
**  cation  in  condemnation,  and  heaven  in  hell."  There 
are  two  things  neceffary  to  falvation,  namely,  juftifica- 
tion and  fanClification ;  but  the  law  can  give  none  of 
them.  Pardon  fin  it  cannot ;  for,  it  is  the  oflSice  of  the 
law  to  condemn  finners,  and  to  curfe  the  tranfgpeflbrtt  " 
of  it :  renew  unto  holinefs  it  cannot ;  for,  thou^  it  be 
holy,  yet  it  cannot  make  any  holy,  in  regard,  that  whom 
it  leaves  under  the  curfe,  it  leaves  under  ±e  power  of 
fin,  which  is  the  leading  part  of  the  curfe  ;  on  which 
account  it  is  declared  in  our  text,  that  the  flirength  of  fm 
is  the  law.  If  the  law  could  make  a  fmner  either  happy 
or  holy,  it  could  neither  be  juft  nor  holy  itfelf ;  but  fo 
juft  and  holy  is  the  law,  that  it  pnniflies  the  leaft  tranf- 
greflion  with  the  greateft  judgment :  now,  the  ftrength 
of  fin  being  the  greateft  judgment,  and  the  greateft 
curfe ;  to  inflifl  this  judgment  on  a  finner,  and  yet  to 
make  him  holy,  is  a  ccntradiftion ;    therefiit^^  tha\\!^ 
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it  require  bolinefs,  yet  it  cannot  work  holinefs  in  a  fin- 
ner  :  and  hence,  it  does  not  detract  from,  but  rather 
declare  and  illultratc  both  the  jultice  and  holinefs  of  the 
law,  to  fay,  that  the  ilrength  of  fin  is  the  law.  And, 
from  this  fubject, 

We  may  farther  infer  the  woful  nature  aind  infinite 
evil  of  fin,  as  it  ftands  in  oppofition  to  the  infinite  holi- 
nefs of  God  manifelled  in  his  holy  law:  for,  in  this  doc- 
trine, we  may  fee  fin  to  be  both  a  breach  of  the  com- 
mand, and  a  branch  of  the  curfe  of  God!s  law ;  for,  a? 
I  fliewed  in  the  dodlrinal  part,  the  law  threatened  death 
to  the  tranl]\Teflbr :  and  fpiritual  death,  which  is  the 
p.)wer  and  ftrength  of  fin,  is  the  greatefl:  death  therein 
threatened.     The  meaning  of  this,  in  fliiort,  is,  that  the 
grand  part  of  the  threateningof  the  law  was  to  this  eftect, 
"  In  the  day  thou  finneft  thou  fhalt  die  ;"  which,  when 
underftood  of  fpiritual  death,  the  meaning  is.  If  thou  fin, 
and  break  my  law,  then  thou  Ihalt  be  left  to  the  power 
of  fin;  I  will  punilh  thy  fin  with  fin:  there  is  no  evil  fo 
great  as  fin,  and  there  is  no  punifhment  fo  great  as  fin; 
if  therefore,  fays  the  law,  the  comraiflion  of  fin  be  thy 
choice,  the  ftrength  of  fin  fhall  be  thy  doom  :    here  is 
the  greateft  curfe  of  God's  law  againll  fin ;  fin  is  a  de- 
parting from  God.     Now,  fays  God  in  the  law,  If  you 
depart  from  me,  then  I  will  let  you  depart  from  me 
to  fin,  where  the  ftrength  of  fin  fliall  be  your  greateft 
punifhment  in  time  ;  and  at  laft  I  will  bid  you  depart 
from  me  to  hell,  where  the  perfection  of  ftn  fliall  be  your 
greateft  puniftiment  to  eternity.     The  ftrength  of  fin 
then   is  to  be  confidered,  not  only  as  it  is  a  breach  of 
the  law,  but  as  it  is  a  branch  of  the  curfe  thereof.    This 
fentence  of  the  law  is  paft,  and  it  is  fo  far  execute,  as 
that  a  man  is  under  the  power  and  ftrength  of  fin,  which, 
in  this  refpeft,  is  a  penal  evil,  as  well  as  a  moral.   The 
firft  fin  that  ever  w^as  committed  by  our  firft  parents, 
was  a  moral  evil ;  that  is,  a  violation  of  the  moral  law, 
a  breach  of  the  command :  but  all  the  following  fin,  both 
in  them  and  their  finful  pofterity,  is  not  only  a  moral 
evil ;    that  is,  a  breach  of  the  command ;  but  alfo,  a 
penal  evil ;  that  is,  a  branch  of  the  curfe,  or  a  juft  judg- 
tavTit  infi'icicdf  accordinj  to  the  fentence  of  the  holy  lavr. 
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againfi:  the  finner  for  his  breach  thereof.  As  fin  is  a 
moral  evil,  though  it  take  occafion  from  the  law,  yet  the 
holy  law  can  have  no  cafualty,  no  hand  in  it ;  for,  on 
the  contrary,  as  it  commands  holinefs,  fo  it  difcharges 
fin,  and  threatens  it  with  the  -fire  and  fword  of  God's 
everlalling  vengeance  :  but  as  fin  is  a  penal  evil,  or  a 
righteous  punilhment  of  fin,  the  law  is  properly  the 
itrength  of  it ;  for,  to  fay  in  this  fenfe,  that  the  llrength 
of  fin  is  the  law,  is  to  fay,  that  the  ilrength  of  fin  is 
a  jull  judgment  of  God  indicted  upon  the  finner,  accord- 
ing to  the  threatening  of  his  juft  and  hc;ly  law.  Ye  ought 
then,  ftill  to  dill:inguiflt  here  betwixt  fin,  as  it  is  a  moral 
evil,  and  as  it  is  a  penal  evil ;  for,  not  to  diftinguiih 
well  here,  were  to  make  this  text  unintelligible  to  yoii : 
why  ?  becaufe  to  fay  that  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
or  the  caufe  of  it,  as  it  is  a  moral  evil,  were  to  blaf- 
pheme  the  holy  law  of  God  ;  but  to  fay,  that  the  law  is 
the  ftrength  of  fin,  as  it  is  a  penal  evil,  and  an  execu- 
tion of  the  fentence  of  the  law,  is  to  commend  the  law, 
in  its  holinefs  and  juftice  both.  Let  this  therefore  be 
kept  ftill  in  mind,  that  the  law  is  properly  the  llrength 
of  fin,  not  as  fm  is  a  breach  of  its  command,  but  as  it  is 
a  branch  of  its  curfe  ;  and  let  this  fill  ycur  heart  with 
a  deep  fenfe  of  the  woful  nature  and  prodigious  evil  of 
fin,  in  that  it  is  both  a  breach  of  God's  command,  and 
a  branch  of  God's  curfe.  As  it  is  a  breach  of  the 
command,  it  is  our  giving  up  ourfelves  to  work  wick- 
ednefs  ;  as  it  is  a  branch  of  the  curfe,  it  is  God's 
giving  us  up  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the  rule  and  ftrength 
of  fin.  Behold  fin  here  as  the  moft  fearful  invention 
that  ever  was  :  for,  as  fin  is  the  greateft  evil  that  hell 
could  invent,  fo  God's  punifliing  fin  with  fin,  is  the 
greateft  evil  that  heaven  could  invent.  Sin;  as  it  is 
a  moral  evil,  and  a  breach  of  the  law-command,  is 
the  raoft  ugly  brat  of  hell,  a  brat  of  our  own,  begotten 
in  us  by  the  devil ;  and  in  this  refpecl  it  is  an  afFi*onting 
of  the  holinefs  of  God,  appearing  in  the  precept  of  the 
law  :  and  fin,  as  it  is  a  penal  evil,  or  the  ftrength  of  fin, 
as  it  is  the  punifliment  of  fin,  and  a  branch  of  the  law- 
curfe,  is  the  moft  dreadful  fruit  and  offspring  of  Hea- 
ven's vengeance  a^ainft  fin  ;  and  in  this  ref^ti^S.  \t  \^  ^ 
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flafli  of  tlie  fire  of  God's  infinite  jullice,  arifmg  out  of 
the  threatening  of  the  broken  law. — See  here,  then, 
the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  in  that  the  ftrength  of  fin  is 
the  law- 

6.  Hence  we  may  infer  the  ftanding  force  and  binding 
pow^er  and  authority  of  the  law  over  all  that  are  under  it, 
as  a  covenant  of  works:  though  it  be- broken,  yet  it  is 
binding ;  though  it  be  violated  by  us,  yet  it  is  obliga- 
tary  upon  us  by  nature,  which  is  evident  from  its  con- 
tinuing to  be  the  llrength  of  fin  to  all  unbelievers,  who, 
if  they  were  not  both  under  the  power  of  the  command, 
and  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  would  not  be  under  the 
commanding  and  condemning  power  of  fin  :  the  power 
of  the  law-command  they  are  under,  is  the  ftrength  of 
fin  occafionally ;  and  the  power  of  the  law-curfe  is  the 
ftrength  of  fin  eiFedively. 

(i.)  The  power  of  the  command  they  are  under,  is 
the  ftrength  of  fin  occafionally;  Rom.  vii.S.  "  Sin,  taking 
occafion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in  me  all  man- 
ner of  concupifcence."  Here  the  command  is  the  oc- 
cafion that  fin  takes,  not  that  it  gives  occafion ;  nay, 
the  law,  in  its  own  nature,  is  lb  far  from  being  the  caufe 
of  fin,  that  it  does  not  fo  much  as  give  occafion  of  fin- 
ning :  but  man's  corrupt  nature  does  take  occafion  from 
it  to  break  forth  into  more  fin,  when  it  is  ftirred  up,  and 
irritate  by  the  command  and  prohibition  of  the  law; 
even  as  the  fparks  arife  out  of  a  furnace  when  it  is  ftirred 
up,  fo  do  the  fparkles  of  fin  arife  oat  of  the  furnace  of 
corrupt  nature,  when  ftirred  up  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
law  that  condemns  it ;  and,  inftead  of  being  amended 
thereby,  doth  bring  forth  firi  and  finful  defu^s  more 
abundantly.  The  law  being  the  ftrength  of  fiji  this  way, 
fliews  how, much  the  power  and  force  of  the  law  takes 
place  even  over  unbelievers,  though  in  a  way  that  is 
very  terrible  ;  and  how  much  they  are  under  obligation 
to  the  command,  which  yet  they  are  fo  unwilling  to  yield 
fubjedlion  unto  ;  yea,  and  are  diredt  enemies  to,  Rom. 
viii.  7.  Surely  all  things  work  together  for  evil  to  them 
that  hate  God,  fince  the  law  itfelf,  which  fliould  ferve 
to  call  men  to  God,  makes  tliem  the  more  to  flee  fi^om 
W/z?,  and  rim  headlong  unto  fin  and^ deaths  through  the 
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untowardnefs  of  our  nature,  that  is  altogether  cftrang- 
ed  from  God.  This,  by  the  way,  takes  the  whole  fault 
of  our  fins  from  the  law,  and  lays  it  where  it  ought  to 
l:)e,  even  upon  our  pcrverle  crooked  natures ;  for  the 
law  is  no  more  to  be  blamed  by  becoming  the  occafion 
of  fo  many  great  evils,  than  a  pliyiician  is  to  be  blamed, 
if,  upon  his  forbidding  cold  drink  unto  a  fick  man,  the 
patient  fhould  more  frequently  and  vehemently  thirfli 
after  it.  There  are  three  forts  of  pec^le  that  fho-uld  lay 
this  matter  to  heart:  All  the  children  of  difi^bedience, 
that  are  in  a  natural  fiate,  fliould  hereby  be  ftirred  up  to 
feek  after  a  new  birth,  and  a  x^'v  nature,  fince  this  k^ 
the  Wretched  condition  of  corrupt  nature :  All  the  chil- 
dren  of  grace,  whofe  natures  are  changed,  Ibculd  here- 
upon be  humbled,  both  in  regard  that  they  were  «nce 
under  the  power  of  this  poifoned  corruption,  and  have 
ftill  the  remains  of  it  flicking  in  them,  and  prompting 
tbem  to-  offend  :  and  again,  all  the  hearers  of  the  word 
in  general,  ought  hereupon  ta  hear  with  fear,  and  \o 
pray  that  they  be  not  made  the  worfe  by  the  worcJ^ 
through  the  fault  of  their  own  wicked  nature ;  and  par- 
ticularly, that  the  gofpel  itfelf  be  net  the  favour  of  dieath 
to  them,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin ;  whkh  gofpel  ia  the 
only  thrng  in  the  world,  that  prefcribes  an  antidote  a^ 
gainft  the  llrength  of  fin.  It  is  fed  ertougb,  when  men 
draw  ffrength  to  fin  from  the  law  ;  but,  what  a  dread- 
ful thing  it  is,  to  draw  flrength  to»  fin  from  the  gofpel  \ 
This  is  the  fin  of  fins,  that  turns  the  grace  of  CJod 
into  wantonnefs,  and  when  Chrift  himfclf  is  aftumbling- 
block,  and  a  rock  of  offence.     But, 

(2.)  The  {>ower  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  that  finnew 
are  under,  is  the  ftrength  of  fin  cffeftiveTy ;  Rom.  iv.  15. 
'*  The  law  worketh  wrath;  for  where  no  law  is,  there  is 
no  tranfgreffion:*'  as  if  the  apoflle  fhould  fey.  Mens  eor- 
rupt  nature  cannot  obferve  God's  law ;  therefore,  where 
there  is  a  law,  there  is  and  muftbe  tranfgreflion;  where 
there  is  tranfgreffion,  there  13  and  muft  be  wrath  :  for, 
the  law  mufl:  curfc  the  breaker  of  it;  and  of  this  carfe, 
as  I  faid,  the  flrength  of  fin  is  a  principal  part. — Both 
thefe  particulars  then  do  prove  the  flanding  force  and 
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authority  of  the  broken  law  over  all  that  are  Under  it, 
and  out  of  Chrift  ;  though  they  have  loll  ability  to  obey, 
yet  it  retains  its  authority  to  command;  and  though 
the  law  is  weak  to  juilify,  yet  it  is  powerful  to  condemn. 
Its  weaknefs  to  juitify,  is  not  the  fault  of  the  law;  it  is 
in  us,  Rom.  viii.  3.    It  is  weak  through  the  flelh;  our 
corrupt  nature  :  it  cannot  juftif/  us,  becaufe  we  cannot 
liilfil  the   righteoufnefs   of  it,  and   it  cannot  give  life, 
Gal.  iii.  21.     As  the  fun  cannot  give  light  to  him  that 
hath  no  eye  ;    {o  the  law   cannot  give  life  to  him  that 
hath  no  perfect  righteoufnefs:  but  its  power  to  condemn 
is  from  its  own  nature,  as  it  is  a  juft  law,  curfing  every 
tranfgreiT)r,  Gal.  iii.  10.  ;    and   from  the  juftice  of  tht: 
L:iw-giver,  which   appears   in  the  fanclion  of  the  law, 
even  as  his  holinefs  in  the  precept  thereof.    E\/'ery  linner 
out  of  Chrift,    then,  remains   under  the  commanding 
and  condemning  power  of  the   law,  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  as   is   evident   from  his  being  under  the  com- 
manding and  condemning  power  of  fi:i  ;  the  ftrength  of 
fin  to  command  liim,  being  occafionally  from  the  com- 
manding power  of  the  law  that  he  is  under  ;   and  the 
itrength  of  fin  to  condemn,  being  properly  from  the 
condemning  power  of  the  law  that  he  is  under:  yea,  the 
condemning  power  of  the  law  influences  the  command- 
ing as  well  as  the   condemning  power  of  fiu  over  him, 
while  the  finner  is  by  the  fentence  of  the  law  righteoufly 
condemned  to  that  flavery  and  bondage  under  fin,  for 
his  breach  of  the  law  ;  in  which  fenfe  elFeOiively,  yet  in 
a  mod  h)ly  and  jail  manner,  the  law  is  the  ftrength  of 
fin.     This  ftanding   force  and  binding  authority  of  the 
law,  as  a  covenant,  both   in  its  commanding  and  con- 
demning p  )wcr  over  unbelievers,  is  what  makes  ther.i 
ftand  in  ablolute  need  of  Chrift,   both   in  his  aflive  and 
pailivc  obedience,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.     The  law- 
command  they  are  under,  when  it  is  fecn  to  be  impreft- 
able,   makes  tliem   need  to  flee  to  Chrift's  obedience ; 
the  law-curfc  that  they  are  under,  when  it  is  feen  to  be 
intolerable,   makes  them  need  to  flee  to  Chrift's  fatif- 
fadlion  :   and  hence  it  is  faid;  Gal.  iii.  24.  "  The  law  is 
our  fchool-mafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift;"   which  it  could 
not  be,  if  finners  under  the  gofpel  were  not  under  the 
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commanding  and  condemning  power  of  it:  fur,  how  djes 
it  bring  us  to  ChrilU  but  as  it  urges  us  to  obedience, 
which  is  now  impoffible,  and  condemns  us  for  our  dif- 
obedience  ?  Not  that  the  law  brings  any  to  Chrilt 
diredlly;  for  it  neither  reveals  Chrift,  nor  can  give 
ftrength  to  believe  in  hira :  but  only  accidentally,  in 
that  it  accufes  and  condemns  us,  and  fo  brings  us  to 
Chrift,  as  a  difeafe  brings  one  to  a  phyfician. 

7.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  danger  of  being  ignorant 
of  God's  rightcoufnefs,  to  the  eftabliftilng  of  a  rightcouf- 
nefs  of  our  own;  feeing  thus  we  keep  ourfelves  under 
the  law,  and  fo  under  the  power  of  fin  :  the  danger  cf 
this  is  declared,  Rom.  x.  3.  "  They  being  ignorant  of 
God's  rightcoufnefs,  and  fo  going  about  to  eftablifli  their 
own  righteoufnefs,"  or  to  make  their  own  rotten  footlcfs 
righteoufnefs  to  ftand,  ''  have  not  fubmitted  themfelves 
to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  :"  and  thus  they  keep  ihcm- 

felves   under  the   law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin 

Whatever  view  we  take  of  God's  righteoufnefs  here, 
ignorance  of  it  hath  this  fad  effcdl.  There  are  three 
ways  in  which  God's  righteoufnefs  is  taken  in  fcripturc; 
cither,  i.  The  righteoufnefs  that  is  in  him,  his  effential 
holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  :  Or,  2.  The  righteoufnefs 
that  he  requires  of  us  by  the  law  :  Or,  3.  The  righte- 
oufnefs that  he  provides  for  us  in  the  gofpel.  Now, 
ignorance  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  in  any  of  thefc  refpefts, 
is  a  dangerous  root  of  a  legal  fpirit,  and  of  eftablifliing 
our  own  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  of  remaining  under  the 
law,  that  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

(i.)  If  we  confider  it  as  the  righteoufnefs  that  is  in 
God,  his  effential  righteoufnefs  and  infinite  holinefs  of 
nature,  as  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold 
iniquity,  and  who  will  in  no  wife  clear  the  guilty ;  furely 
they  that  know  this  rightcoufnefs  of  God,  will  never 
trull  to  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own.  How  can  a  finner 
ftand  before  this  holy  God,  or  be  juftified  in  his  fight  ? 
Sinners  may  be  juftified  in  the  fight  of  men  by  their 
works,  but  cannot  be  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  nay, 
ignorance  of  God's  righteoufnefs  fofters  the  opinion  of 
felf-righteoufnefs  and  juftification  by  works,  which  opi- 
nion is  even  the  root  of  licentioufnefs  of  life,     Ax\d 
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whence  is  it  that  felf-jufticiaries,  that  bold  juftification 
by  their  own  works,  are  ordinarily  raoft  licentious  in 
iheir  life  and  converfation?  Why,  the  reafon  is,  bccaufe 
the  very  fame  notions  of  God  that  make  them  fatrcy  he 
is  not  fo  illpleafed  with  their  works,  but  that  he  can 
juftify  them  by  their  works,  do  alfo  make  then*  fancy, 
that  he  is  rK)t  fo  ill  pleafed  with  their  fi»s  as  that  he 
will  be  too  fevere  againft  them  ;  and  fo  here'  is  a  root 
ef  li jentioufnefs  on  which  fia  grows,  the  ftrength  whereof 
is  the  law. 

(2.)  If  we  confider  God*s  righteoufnefs,  astherigh- 
teoufnefs  God  requires  of  us  .in  the  law  ;  ignorance  of 
fhis  makes  them  adventure  on  a  righteoivfifiefs  of  their 
own,  aind  go  about  to  eftablifli  it,  and  fo  remain  under 
the  law  as  the  ftrengtb  of  fin.  Men  are  ready  to  dream, 
that  the  law  refpefts  only  fome  outward  duties,  which, 
when  they  comply  with,  they  dream  alfo  that  they  are 
acquit  by  the  law,  and  fo  they  give  loofe  reins  to  all 
other  difobcdience  :  but  they  do  not  know  or  confider, 
that  the  law  requires  perfedion ;  and  that  mtemal,  in 
heart  and  nature  ;  external,  in  life  and  converfation; 
and  eternal,  in  refpcdl  of  perpettfrty  and  duration ;  yea, 
finlefs  obedience ;  infomuch  that  k  cannot  j-uftify  any 
that  is,  or  ever  was  a  finner.  If  this  were  confidered, 
then  their  hopes  by  the  law  would  give  up  the  ghoft, 

(3.)  If  we  confider  Gxl's  righteoufnefs,  as  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  God  hath  provided  for  us  in  thegtjfpel; 
that  is,  "  Chrift  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to 
every  one  that  believeth,"*  Rora.  x.  3,  4,  which  is  the 
principal  meaning  of  the  word  here;  it  is  the  v/ant  of  the 
knowledge  of  this  rightepufnefs,  that  makes  men  go  about 
to  eftablifh  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  and  XrviSt  to  it ; 
and  fo,  remaining  under  the  law,  are  under  the  power 
and  ftrength  of  fin,  becaufe  they  remain  under  the  curfe 
of  the  law  fb  long  as  they  want  this  law-magnifying 
righteoafnefs,this  law-fulfilling  righteoufnefs :  for  the  law 
cannot  but  curfe  every  breaker  f>f  it;  and  fo,  the  ftretigth 
of  fin  being  a  part  of  the  curfe,  they  remain  under  the 
ftrength  of  fin  fo  long  as  they  remain  under  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  through  the  want  of  this  righteoufnefsy  which 
would  make  them  to  be  aceoutvud  perfeQ:  keepers  of  the 
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lav/,  and  fo  would  really  free  them  from  tlie  flrength  of 
fin. — See  then,  what  a  danp;crou3  thing  it  is  to  be 
ignorant  of  God's  rightcoufnefs. 

8.  Hence  fee,  what  need  there  was  that  our  help 
fliould*  be  laid  upon  fuch  a  mighty  One  as  our  Lord  Jefus 
is,  he  being  the  end  of  the  law  for  rightcoufnefs,  who 
alone  can  deliver  us  from  the  flrength  of  fin.  There  is 
no  power  can  conquer  fin,  but  that  power  that  can  fa- 
tisfy  the  law,  both  in  its  command  and  demand.  It  is 
utterly  impoffible  for  any  man  to  deliver  hinifelf  from 
the  flrength  of  fin ;  nay,  we  can  no  more  do  it,  than 
we  can  ftiake  off  the  curfe  of  the  law  that  v/e  are  under: 
the  flrength  of  fin  hath  the  flrength  of  the  curfe  on  its 
fide  ;  the  flrength  of  the  curfe  of  the  law  hath  the  flrength 
of  infinite  juflice  on  its  fide  :  and  fo,  the  power  that  can 
only  remove  or  break  the  flrength  of  fin,  is  that  infinite 
power  that  can  fully  fatisfy  infinite  juflice  ;  this,  thcre- 
fore,>is  the  work  of  him  who  is  the  wildom  of  God,  and 
the  power  of  God.  We  need  not  only  a  helper,  but  a 
flrong  One  ;  tliercfore  God  hath  laid  help  upon  One 
that  is  mighty,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  We  need  not  only 
a  Saviour,  but  a  great  One,  and  fo  Chrifl  is  called, 
Ifa.  xix.  29.  "  He  fhall  fend  them  a  Saviour,  and  a  great 
One,  and  he  fhall  deliver  them.*'  He  mufl  be  a  great 
Saviour,  that  is  the  author  of  fo  great  a  falvation  ;  none 
elfc  but  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  effentially  one 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghofl.  Woe  to  the  Arian 
blafpheray,  that  v/ould  rob  us  of  the  only  ground  of  our 
hope ;  yea,  rob  the  Son  of  God  of  his  fupreme  Deity. 
This  is  our  mighty  Sarafon,  that  carries  away  tl^g^ates 
of  Gaza,  the  gates  of  hell,  that  they  might  not  prevail 
againfl  us  ;  and  be  only  was  able  to  carry  away  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  by  giving  full  fatisfaclion  to  the  law  and 
Lawgiver,  and  fotoflop  the  progrefsof  God's  infinite  wrath 
againfl  finners  with  his  everlafling  rightebufnefs;  which 
law-magnifying  righteoufnefs  being  once  imputed  and 
applied,  the  legal  and  condemning  flrength  of  fin  is  bro- 
ken,  and  thereupon  the  aftual  and  commanding  flrength 
of  it  gradually  broken,  according  to  the  raeafure  of 
faith's  daily  improvement  of  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl. 
till  it  be  wholly  dcftroyed  in  the  vcrv  \ti-bt\w^  ^^cv^\'^'^ 
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at  death.  For,  as  he  is  able,  fo  he  will  fiive  to  the  utter- 
moft  all  that  come  to  God  by  him. 

9.  Hence  fee,  what  obligations  believers  are  under  to 
Chriih  their  great  Captain  cf  ialvation,  and  glorious 
Conqueror,  that  delivers  them  from  the  lav/.  Kow  fvveet 
\z  this  fwan-fong  in  the  view  of  death,  ''  O  death,' wherj 
i-;  thy  iLing  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vicl'.ry  ?  The  fting 
of  death  is  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  fm  is  the  lav/  ;  but 
thank^i  be  to  God  that  giveth  us  the  vidlory,  thro'  Jefus 
(^Jirill  our  Lord."  What  makes  fin,  as  it  is  the  Uing  of 
death,  and  death,  as  it  bears  that  fting,  to  be  fj  terrible  ? 
Why,  it  is  tlie  law,  as  it  is  the  ftrength  of  fm ;  but  now, 
the  great  Law-giver  becoming,  in  the  perf^n  of  his  S:;n, 
the  law-fat'isfier,  in  the  room  of  the  finner  the  law- 
breaker, and  thereup'jn  the  Jndge  bec.'ming  the  juih- 
lier,  according  to  Rom.  iii.  26.  the  law  hath  no  more 
power  to  curfe  the  believer  ;  and  f:)  fm  hath  loft  its 
ltren;Tt^>.  rnd  death  l.)ft  its  fting,  r.nd  tlie  grave  its  vic- 
tv/ry.  'jr':e  belivVer  being  perfedlly  delivered  from  the 
curf^  of  the  law,  he  is  perfedlly  delivered-  from  the 
ftrerii^th  of  fin,  as  it  is  a  branch  of  the  cii-lV. 

'sj'kT^'  What  is  the  {ii-ength  of  fm  tint  ftill  remains 
with  the  believer  while  here,  if  it  be  nnt  a  part  of  the 
curfe  ? 

Jjifiv,  (i.)  Sin  in  all  unbelievers  is,  as  I  faid,  both 
a  breach  of  the  law,  and  a  branch  of  \ht  curfe  :  but, 
with  refpeft  to  believers,  though  their  fm  be  a  breach 
of  the  law,  yet  they  are  under  no  part  of  the  curfe  of 
the  law;  for,  though  firi  be  a  curfed  thing,  and  the  law 
curfes  fin  v;here-ever  it  is,  and  ciirfes  the  fm  of  believ- 
er.i,  as  well  as  the  fin  of  others;  yet,  as  the  law  cannot 
curfe  the  perfon  of  the  believer,  fj  the  fin  that  is  fufFer- 
ed  to  remain  in  him,  h  defigned  for  f}me  other  purpofe 
than  to  be  a  carle  to  him;  f.;r  it  is. one  of  the  great 
privileges  of  the  believer,'that  he  is  dtillvered  from  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  the  curfe  of  the  mural  lav/.  There- 
fore, 

(2.)  Though  fin  in  itfclf,  and  in  its  ov/n  nature,  is  a 
curfe  and  a  mifery  where-ever  it  is ;  yet,  with  refpeft 
to  the  believer,  whenever  he  is  delivered  from  the  curfe 
of  the  law;  the  remaming  ^.ten^lVv  oHvcs.  va  hxvn  is  made 
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fubfervient  to  fome  ctlier  end  thrin  ever  it  had  before, 
tlinuigli  the  infinite  willloni  of  that  Gcd  w!io  can  turn 
a  curfc  to  a  bleflin^,  and  a  mifery  to  a  mercy.  Though 
he  Itill  looks  ujion  fin  as  his  greateii  r.iifery,  and  oa 
himfelf  as  mifcrable  and  wretched  becaufe  of  fin,  fayinj.!;, 
with  the  apollle,  Rom.  vii.  24,  0  nvretcbeJ  man  that  I 
am  !  f^bo  Jhcll  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  fm  and  death? 
yet  it  is  his  mercy  that  he  fees  fin  to  be  his  mifery  now, 
inafmuch  as  it  fliall  not  ma*ke  him  miferable  hereafter. 
Sin  is  ftill  the  greateii  burden  to  the  believer;  but  it  is 
his  mercy  that  fin  is  his  burden  now,  tliat  it  may  not 
weigh  him  down  to  hell,  as  it  will  do  the  relt  of  the 
v;orld,  who  feel,  not  the  burden  of  fin  in  time.  Sin  is 
liili,  to  the  believer,  the  grcatefi  difeafe  ;  but  it  is  his 
mercy  that  fin  is  his  difeafe  :  for,  wliereas  others  that 
go  on' in  fin  impudently,  and  without  fpiritual  remorfe, 
fin  is  not  their  difeafe, .  with  which  they  are  afi'efted  or 
sfilidled,  and  they  are  in  danger  of  dying  of  that  difeafe, 
like  a  man  that  is  diftempersd  with  a  fever,  and  yet 
hath  ho  fcnfe  of  it ;  but  believers  in  Chrifi,  having  fin 
fjr  their  difeafe,  under  which  they  figh,  and  fob,  and 
moan,  and  groan,  the  difeafe  is  not  unto  death,  eternal 
death,  but  unto  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  their  good. 
It  is  to  the  glory  of  Gcd,  as  he  is  Jehovah-rophi,  the 
Lord  their  helper  and  phyfician  ;  and  it  is  ordered  to 
their  good,  the  curfe  is  turned  fo  far  to  a  blefling,  that 
the  remaining  ftrength  of  fin  in  the  believer  is  made  fub- 
fervient to  thefe  following  good  ends. 

I.  It  ferves  for  his  inilruftion,  tjiat  he  may  fee  more 
and  more  of  the  corruption  of  his  nature  and  the  daily 
need  that  he  hath  of  Chrifl:,  both  for  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength,  that  Chrifi:  may  be  more  and  more  precious 
to  him,  as  the  brazen  ferpent  to  the  fl:ung  Ifraelites. 
Sin  in  itfelf  tends  to  defl:rudion,  but,  through  grace, 
it  turns  to  the  believer's  infl:ru£tion ;  for  hereby  he  learns 
more  and  more,  that  his  own  righteoufnefs  is  but  filthy 
rags,  that  Chrifi's  righteoufnefs  is  the  only  fair  and 
glorious  robe  :  he  learns  more  and  more,  that  as  his 
damnation  would  have  been  juft,  if  he  had  been  fent 
to  hell ;  fo,  his  falvatlon  will  be  free,  if  he  be  brought 
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to  heaven  :  he  learns  more  and  more  many  fad  expe- 
riences in  the  daily  working  of  fin  in  him,  and  many 
fweet  experiences  in  the  daily  improven^ent  of  Chrift. 

2.  The  remaining  llrenpth  of  fm  in  the  believer 
ferves  for  his  corredtion,  as  Peter's  fall  was  for  the  cor- 
reftion  of  his  pride  and  fclf  conceit,  when  he  faid, 
Tbaugb  all  men  for  fake  tbeCy  yet  will  not  I,  Indeed,  it 
is  one  of  the  foreft  effefts  of  God's  fatherly  anger  to- 
wards  his  children,  when  he  leaves  them  to  one  fin, 
thereby  to  correfl:  them  for  another:  under  fiich  a  dread- 
ful correftion  as  this,  the  believer  may  have-dreadful 
apprehenfions  of  God  through  unbelief,  as  if  he  v/ere 
defigned  to  ruin  and  deftroy  him,  faying,  as  the  church, 
Ifa.  Ixiil.  16.  "  Wherefore  haft  thou  made  us  to  err  from 
thy  ways  ?  and  hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear  ?'* 
It  is  what  the  Lord's  people  may  have  frequent  occafions 
to  obferve,  that' the  Lord  fliarply  reproves  and  correfts 
them  for  their  fioth  and  unwatchfulnefs,  by  leaving 
them  to  other  fins  ;  as  it  was  with  David  in  the  matter 
of  Bathflieba  ;  therefore,  JFatcb  and  f>ray^  fays  Chrift, 
that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation* 

3.  The  remaining  ftrcngth  of  fin  in  the  believer 
ferves  for  his  humiliation  ;  2  Chron.  xxii.  26.  Hezekiab 
was  bumbled  for  tbe  pride  of  bis  beart.  Believers  are  in 
danger  of  being  lifted  up,  even  after  great  raanifefta- 
tions  ;  as  Paul,  2  Cor,  xii.  7.;  therefore,  a  thorn  in  the 
flefli,  and  a  meflenger  of  S^an,  maybe  ordered  to  buffet 
them,  left  they  ftiould  be  exalted  above  meafure- 

4.  The  remaining  ftrength  of  fin  in  the  believer 
ferves  for  his  excitation  and  upftirring;  it  is  fo  ordered, 
that  fin  Ihould  abide  in  believers,  that  it  may  be  the 
continual  ground,  reafon,  and  occafion  of  the  exercif- 
ing  of  all  graces,  and  putting  a  luftre  on  their  obedi- 
ence :  fome  excellent  graces,  fuch  as  repentance  and 
mortification,  could  have  no  exercife,  if  the  ftrcngth  of 
fin  were  altogether  removed  ;  and  while  we  are  in  this 
world,  there  is  a  beauty  in  thefe  graces,  that  is  an  over- 
balance for  the  evils  of  the  remainders  of  fin.  And  it 
renders  fpiritual  obedience  the  more  valuable,  the  more 
that  remaining  fin  renders  it  difficult  and  impraCkicable 
to  nature. 
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[i.]]  The  remaining  flrengtli  of  fin  excites  the  believ- 
er tj  love  and  long  for  more  of  the  enjoyment  of  Chrill 
here,  and  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  him  hereafter,  fay- 
jng,  O  to  be  there,  where  there  fliall  be  no  more  fin ! 
O  when  fliall  the  day  break,  and  the  fliadows  of  fin  and 
forrow  flee  away !  ''  Halle,  my  beloved,  and  be  thoit  like 
a  roe,  or  a  young  hart,  upon  the  mountains  of  Bether.'* 

[2.]  The  remaining  ftrength  of  fin  excites  him  to 
weary  of  this  life:  0\\\  ''  I  am  weary  of  my  life,  becaufc 
of  the  daughters  of  fleth,"  faid  Rebekah;  16, 1  am  weary 
of  my  life,  becaufc  of  the  remains  of  fin,  fays  the  belie- 
ver; what  is  life  to  me,  when  I  am  in  a  continual  con- 
flidt  with  fuch  bofom-enemies  ? 

[3..]  It  excites  him  to  pray  without  ceafing,  faying, 
with  David,  Pfalm  xix.  12.  ''  Who  can  underftand  his 
errors?  cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults;  keep  back  thy 
fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins,  and  let  them  not 
have  dominion  over  me."  Where  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
fecret  fins  that  are  overlooked,  and,  perhaps,  not  known 
to  be  fins,  may  make  way  for  thefe  that  are  j:)refamptu- 
ous.  Thus  there  is  a- fecret  pride,  that  may  feem  to  be 
nothing  but  a  frame  of  mind  fuitableto  our  wealth,  dig- 
nity, parts,  or  abilities ;  fenfuality  may  feera  to  be  no- 
thing but  a  lawful  participation  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life ;  paflion  may  feem  to  be  proper  zeal ;  and  co- 
vetoufnefs  may  feem  to  be  but  a  necelfary  care  of  our- 
felves  and  our  families  :  but,  when  the  feeds  of  thsfc 
are  covered  with  fuch  pretences,  they  will  at  length 
fpring  up,  and  bear  bitter  fruits  in  tlie  lives  of  men. 
The  beginning  of  all  apoilacy  lies  in  fuch  covered  pre- 
tences :  we  need  therefore  to  pray  with  the  pfalmift,  to 
be  cleanfed  from  fecret  faults,  that  we  may  be  kept  back 
from  prefumptuous  fin  :  the  remaining  fl:rength  of  fin  ex- 
cited him  thus  to  pray. 

[4.]  It  excites  alfo  to  deprecate,  with  the  pfalmift, 
Pfal.  cxliii.  2.  "  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fer-  , 
vant,  for  in  thy  fight  no  flcfli  can  be  juftified:"  The 
words  here.  Enter  not  into  judgment  nvitb  tby  fervant^ 
may  be  read  in  the  original.  Go  not  to  lavj  with  tby  fcr^ 
vant.  '  Tho'  David  was  a  fervant  of  God,  a  man  accord- 
ing to  God's  own  heart,  yet  he  deprecates  the  la\^-Uva.l\ 
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the  befi:  fcrv'?.nts  that  ever  God  had,  of  mere  luen,  can- 
not be  jaffiiied  by  the  law;  they  fee  fin  remaining  in 
them,  and  therefore  arc  elicited  to  pray,  lord^  go  not  to 
lavj  'uoitb  me;  go  not  t->  the  law-threatening  witii  me,  Ij 
]7iir!'ue  me  for  my  debt ;  go  not  to  the  law-tribunal  with 
me,  but  rather  go  to  tlie  go fpel- tribunal  with  me  ;  go  to 
Chrill  with  n^e. 

[5.]  The  remaining  flrenglh  of  fin  excites  them  to 
make  much  of  Chrift,  when  ihcy  get  a  grip  of  him,  and 
to  fay,  with  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxii.  26.  '*  i  v/ill  not  let  thee 
go,  except  thou  blefo  mc."  Oh  !  my  wofal  fin,  and  fear- 
ful dcpartings  had  made  a  fad  feparation  betwixt  thee 
and  me,  infomuch  that  I  never  thought  thou  wouldell 
have  deigned  lo  give  me  another  vifit :  but  now,  that  I 
have  got  thee  in  my  arms  again,  through  grace  1  will 
keep  th'3  grip;  I  cannot  thinl:  of  our  parting  again,  nor 
of  my  going  back  to  that  fid  and  finful  cafe  again  ;  nay, 
"  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  till  thou  blels  me." 

[6.]  The  remaining  ftrength  of  fin  excites  them  'to 
much  heart-exercife,  fuch  as  felf-fcarching,  and  pleading 
that  the  Lord  v/ould  fearch,  and  try,  and  difcover  tliem 
to  themfelves,  faying,  ''  That  v/hich  I  know  not,  teach 
thou  me:"  To  felf-abafement  and  abhorrence  ;  "  Now  I 
abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  dull  and  afhes  :"  To  felf- 
annihilation;  Oh!  I  am  nothing,  lefs  than  nothing,  worfe 
than  n  ^thing:  To  felf-condemnaticn;  now  the  man  judges 
liimfelf,  and  pafles  fentence  againil  himfelf  in  the  court 
of  confcience,  that  he  may  v\vx  be  judged  but  aflfoilzed 
in  the  c^urt  of  heaven:  To  felf-obfervation  and  watch- 
fulnefs;  acc<>t"ding  to  that  of  the  apofile,  ''Look  to  your- 
felves  ;"  and  that  of  the  pfalmill,  *'  I  faid,  I  will  take 
heed  to  my  ways,  that. I  fin  not  with  my  tongue  ;"  he  is 
therefore  excited  the  more  narrowly  to  notice  and  ob- 
ferve  the  traitor  that  is  in  his  bofom,and  to  keep  a  watch: 
And  to  felf-reformation,  faying  with  David,  "  I  thought 
on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies." 
And,  in  thefe  refpetts,  God  makes  the  believer's  malady 
to  be  his  medicine  ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  the  ftrength 
of  fin  is  not  wholly  aboliflied  in  believers  in  time ;  and 
infinite  wifdom  fees,  that  a  flate  of  foiritual  warfare  is 
jLv'/r  for  them. 

Let 
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Let  none,  from  what  hath  been  faid,  take  encoura^;e- 
nient  to  fin,  nur  abufe  this  grace  of  Gud  unto  wanton- 
Kefs  ;  for  they  that  do  fo,  will  difcovcr  thcmfelves  to  be 
itrangers  to  Chriit,  and  fo  under  the  llrenglh  of  fin,  as 
it  is  a  brancli  of  the  cuffe  of  the  law.  Shun,  like  hell, 
and  abhor  that  peace  of  mind  that  is  confident  with  the 
love  of,  and  living  in  any  known  fin  ;  for,  though  be- 
lievers may  be  tftcn  furprifed  into  known  fins,  yet  while 
they  refufc  all  inward  peace  but  that  which  comes  in  by 
moil  fervent  defires  of  deliverance  from  fin,  and  conti- 
nual  application  to  Chrill  for  the  ruin  of  fin,  they  difco- 
vcr that  they  arc  fafc  from  the  dominion  thereof:  yet 
thcfe  people  that  maintain  a  prefumptuous  peace,  while 
they  live  in  any  known  fin,  are  near  the  borders  of  the 
territori'^s  of  hellifli  focurity,  where  fin  reigns  unto 
death. 

10.  To  add  no  more  from  this  doftrine,  we  may  in- 
fer.the  dangerous  influence  of  any  new  d('ttrine  of  a  legal 
Ilrain,  that  Hands  in  oppofiiion  to  this  truth,  That  the 
law  of  works  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  to  all  finners  that  have 
broken  and  violate  it.  V/hence  it  being  manifeil,  that  all 
unbelievers  are  under  the  commanding  and  condeilining 
power  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  or  works,  which  ap- 
pears by  their  being  imder  the  commanding  and  con-  • 
dcmning  llrength  of  fin ;  and  that  it  is  the  privilege 
only  of  believers  that  they  are  not  under  the  law,  as  a 
covenant,  either  to  be  jultified  or  condemned  thereby  ; 
there  is  a  twofold  dangerous  doftrinc  that  ftands  in  op- 
pofition  to  this  truth. 

[i.]  That  dodlrine,  which  afl"crts,  That  unbelievers, 
under  the  gofpel,  are  not  under  the  commanding  power 
of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  w*  rks:  "Which  fome  attempt 
to  prove  by  this  argument;  Unbelievers  under  the  gof- 
pel,  cannot  be  under  two  oppofite  obligations,  rjamely,  to 
feek  life  by  their  own  obedience  ;  and,  •  at  the  i'ame  time, 
10  feek  life  by  the  obedience  of  another  :.  now,  they  are 
by  the  gofpel,  obliged  to  feek  life  by  the  obedience  cf 
another,  viz.  of  Chrill  j  therefore,  they  are  not  obliged 
to  feek  life  by  their  own  obedience  :  and  confeqaenily, 
fay  they,  unbelievers  are  not  under  the  commanding 
pov/er  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works. 

K  4  K^v^% 
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Answ.  This  argument,  or  rather  quirk,  and  fophifra» 
niay  be  eafily  expofcd,  if  we  confidcr, 

I.  That  it  goes  upon  a  wrong  hypothefis,  fuppofing, 
ar,  if  the  form  of  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  works 
did  ly  in  this,  that  Adam  was  to  feek  life  by  his  obedience, 
or  that  man  was  to  feek  juftification  by  his  own  works; 
which  is  a  fuppofition  that  is  not  matter  of  fa£l :  for, 
Adam  might  have  been  juilified  by  his  works,  or  by 
his  own  perfect  obedience,  without  fceking  or  aiming 
at  anything,  but' the  pleafmg  or  glorifying  of  God, 
which  is  the  fapreme  end  of  man's  obedience;  whereas, 
man's  feeking,  or  aiming  at  life  and  juftification  by  his 
obedience,  is  but  a  fubordinate  end  thereof;  yea  fuch, 
as  that  the  command  of  that  covenant  might  have  been 
fulfilled  without  it :  for,  if  Adam  had  yielded  that  per- 
fect obedience,  without  feeking  any  thing  elfe,  or  aim- 
ing at  any  other  end,  but  the  fupreme  one,  viz.  the 
glory  of  God,  he  would  have  got  life  by  his  obedience, 
even  though  he  had  generoufly  negleftcd  the  fupreroe 
end  altogether,  namely,  the  feeking  his  own  life  by  it, 
which  was  no  part  of  the  command  itfelf.  For,  as  our 
common  Standards  exprefS  it,  "  When  God  created. 
*'  man,  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of  life  with  him, 
"  upon  condition  of  perfeft  obedience  :"  not  upon 
condition  of  man's  feeking  life  by  his  obedience;  nay,  this 
would  have  made  the  covenant  of  -works  run  in  a  very 
felfifh  ttrain,  namely,  inftead  of  Do  and  live,  it  would 
run,  Seek  life  by  your  doing,  and  you  fhall  live :  and,  in- 
ftead of  the  threatening.  If  you  do  not,  you  ihalldie;  it 
would  run,  If  you  feek  not  life  by  your  doing,  you  Ihall  die: 
which  is  a  plain  perverting  the  tenor  of  that  covenant. 

In  oppolition  to  that  hypothefis,  we  may  reafonably 
fuppofe,  that  if  d||tcovenant  had  ftood,  as  Adam  would 
not  have  clai^jj^inFlm;  fo  much  upon  his  perfe£t  obedience, 
as  upon  the  free  promife  of  God,  connefting  life  with 
that  obedience  ;';"fo,  in  obeying,  he  would  not  fo  much, 
if  at  all,  have  fought  his  own  life  and  happinefs,  as  the 
glory 'of  God,  who  gracioufly  condefcended  to  annex 
the  promife  of  life  with  that  obedience,  which  he  was 
naturally  obliged  unta,  prior  to  that  annexation.  Surc- 
]/,  what  man  was  obliged  to  by  nature  was  not  made 
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void,  but  rather  furthered,  by  the  covenant  of  works  : 
but  man  was  naturally  obliged  to  obey  his  Creator  per- 
feftly,  and  that  for  this  great  end,  viz.  the  glorifying 
of  him ;  therefore,  whatever  hope  of  life,  or  fear  of  death 
raight  be  the  confequent  of  annexing  the  promifc  of  life, 
and  the  threatening  of  death  to  the  precept,  yet  it  was  the 
precept  itfelf,  to  which  life  and  death  were  thus  annexed: 
that  was  the  command  of  that  covenant,  and  not  roan's 
feeking  to  have  life,  or  to  fhun  death  by  his  obedience. 
The  promife  and  threatening  were  motives  to  urge  man's 
obedience;  feeking  to  have  life,  or  fhun  death,  vyas  but 
a  fubordinate  end,  that  man  might  have  lawfully  had  in 
his  obedience.  But  now,  to  fuppofe,  that  man's  being 
obliged  to  feek  life  by  his  obedience,  was  the  command 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  is  to  confound  the  command 
with  the  fandlion,  and  man's  cbedisnce  to  the  command, 
with  the  fubcrdinate  end  that  he  might  have  had  in  his 
obedience.  If  man  had  merely  fought  himfelf,  and  his 
own  life,  by  his  obedience,  without  feeking  God's 
glory;  furely  he  had  finned,  and  fo  broken  that  cove- 
nant :  but  if  he  had  fought  only  God's  glory,  and  yield- 
ed perfeft  obedience,  merely  with  that  view,  and  ab- 
ftrafting  from  that  fubordinate  end,  the  feeking  of  him- 
felf  and  his  own  life;  I  fay,  fuppofe  he  had  done  fo,  he 
would  have  got  life  by  his  obedience :  therefore,  feeing 
life  might  have  been  obtained  by  obedience,  by  virtue 
of  the  promife  of  life  annexed  to  it,  and  obtained  with- 
out man's  feeking  or  aiming  at  himfelf,  and  his  own 
life  by  his  obedience,  then  man^s  feeking  life  and  jufti- 
fication  thereby  could  never  be  the  precife  form  of  the 
command  of  that  covenant.  Why,  the  command  could 
have  been  obeyed,  and  the  promife  of  life,  annexed 
thereto,  could  have  been  accomplilhed,  without  that 
feeking ;  feeing  the  promife  was  made  to  man's  obedi- 
ence, and  not  to  his  feeking  life  by  his  obedience.  You 
fee  then,  the  error  of  the  fophifm  lies  in  miftating  ancf 
mifreprefentingthe  form  of  the  command  of  the  covenant 
of  works.  Here  it  is  evident,  that  unbelievers  under 
the  gofpel,  may  be  obliged  to  feek  life  by  the  obedience 
of  another,  even  of  Chrift,  and  yet  remain  under  the 
commanding  pov/er  of  the  covenant  of  works  ;  fince  the 
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cominanJ  thereof  did  njt  ly  precifely  in  tUiff,  viz,  that 
man  was  to  feek  life  by  his  own  obedience:  no,  this  was 
but  a  ftcondary  end,  or  a  confequeiit  lawfully  deducible 
from  tl;e  jjromife  annexed  to  the  command,  but  no  con- 
irnutive  part  of  the  command  itfelf. 

'2.  The  fallacy  of  that  fophifni  appears  alfo  in  this, 
that  it  fuppofes,  as  if  fmners,  or  unDelievers,  not  under 
the  gofpel,  were  obliged,  by  tlie  covenant  of  works,  to  feek 
life  and  jullification  by.their  own  works  and  obedience: 
but  though  they,  as  well  as  other  fmners,  do  naturally, 
if  they  feek  life  at  all,  feek  it  by  the  law,  or  by  their  own 
works;  yet  the  covenant  of  works  never  faid  to  a  finner, 
Seek  life  by  your  own  "jjorks.  Though  we  fliould  grant, 
l[iat  fecking  life  by  our  perfeft  obedience  were  the  proper 
c  nnniaud  of  the  covenant  of  works,  to  man  in  his  inno- 
cent fiale,  while  he  was  capable  to  yield  it;  yet  it  never 
c  >nimanded  a  linner  to  feek  life  that  way,  nor  did  it  ever 
promife  life  to  a  fmner,  a  breaker  of  that  covenant,  upon 
his  feeking  life  by  his  obedience  :  nay,  it  is  irapoffible 
that  ever  the  law  fhould  do  fo,  otherwife  it  would  con- 
demn itfelf,  Ihould  it  ofter  to  juftify  any  tranfgreffor  of 
it,  by  whatever  after- obedience  of  his  ;  for,  it  is  the  very 
nature  of  the  law  to  condemn  the  leaft  tranfgreffor,  what- 
ever his  after- works  may  be:  no  aft  of  obedience,  no  not 
the  higheft,  even  of  faints  in  heaven,  can  expiate  for  the 
lead  breach  of  God's  law ;  nor  can  any  mortification  take 
away  the  fault  of  fin  committed,  Deut.  xxvii.  26.  Gal. 
iii.  10.  Rom.  iii.  20.  23.  Jam,  ii.  lo.  The  law  requires 
no  lefs  than  a  finlefs  obedience ;  yea  the  perfect  obedience 
of  a  finlefs  man;  but  never  did,  nor  does  require  of  any 
fimcr,  that  he  fliould  feek  life  by  .his  obedience.  No 
man,  that  is  a  finner,  is  capable  of  any  obedience  but 
what  is  imperfect;  now,  imperfeft  obedience  is  a  breach 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  requires  abfolute  per- 
feftion,  Gal.  iii.  10.  Therefore,  if  it  fliould  require 
any  finner  to  feck  life  by  his  own  obedience,  then  it 
v/ould  require  him  to  feek  life  in  a  finful  way,  namely, 
by  the  continued  breach  of  the  law,  which  his  beft  obe- 
dience would  be,  fo  long  as  it  is,  and  cannot  be  but  im- 
perfect. Now,  to  fuppofe  that  the  law  requires  this  of 
any  finner,  whether  under  the  gofpel  or  not,  is  to  fpeak 
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wickedly  cf  the  hdy  and  perfect  law  of  Gcd.  The  law 
of  the  covenant  cf  works  requires  no  lefs  than  ever  it  , 
did  ;  yea,  it  requijfes  mere  ot  tlie  finiier,  tjan  it  did  of 
the  fmlcfs  man:  it  required  oFily  a£tive  obedience  of  in- 
nocent Adam,  but  now  of  tl.e  iinner  it  requires  active 
and  paflive  bbedience  tco;  th'^u^h  liie  finner  be  inlel- 
vent,  and  utterly  unable  tw  pay  :*:s  cljbt,  yet  the  law 
requires  full  payrjcni  t.'f  iiib  U  -uble  debt,  both  of  obe- 
dience to  the  coniUiUnd,  and  iuiisfacllon  for  his  fja  in 
breaking  of  it. 

Herein  the  cafj  of  unbelievers  appears  to  be  raoft 
miferable,  that  they  are  under  the  commanding,  as  well 
as  the  condemning  power  of  the  covenant  of  works;  that 
is,  they  arc  under  an  obligation  to  perfedl  obedience, 
and  that  upon  pain  of  eternal  death,  under  the  fentence 
whereof  they  already  ly ;  and  under  the  continued  for- 
feiture of  eternal  life,  and  all  title  thereto,  by  reafon  of 
their  want  of  that  obedience,  and  violation  of  that  co- 
venant. That  all  unbelievers  are  under  the  command  of 
the  covenant  of  works,  is  plain, 

(i.)  Becaufe  they  are  under  the  curfe  of  it.  If  they 
were  not  under  the  commanding  power,  they  could  not 
be  under  the  condemning  power  of  it ;  if  they  were  not 
under  obligation  to  the  command  of  it,  how  could  they 
juftly  be  condemned  by  it,  for  want  of  obedience  there- 
to, or  tranfgrefliou  thereof?  Vv'liere  no  command,  no 
tranfgreflion  ;  where  no  tranfgrciGon,  no  penalty :  but 
under  the  penahy  or  fentence  thereof  they  are,  Gal.  iii. 
10. :  therefore  they  remain  under  the  command  cf  it, 
fo  long  as  they  remain  out  of  Chrin:. 

(2.)  That  they  are  under  the  command  of  the  cove- 
nant  of  works,  is  plain,  becaufe  they  are  under  the  law 
wherein  eternal  life  is  conneclcd  with  perfect  doing. 
That  they  are  under  the  law  is  evident,  fo  long  as  they 
are  not  under  grace,  Rom.  vi.  14.  But  it  is  now  their 
niifery,  that  this  law  they  are  under,  is  a  law  wherein 
the  connexion  flands  betwixt  obedience  and  eternal  life  : 
though  there  is  no  connedlion  by  the  law,  betwixt  their 
obedience  now,  and  the  promife  of  eternal  life  ;  yet 
there  is  a  ftanding  conne-^lion  betwixt  eternal  life,  and 
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that  perfedt,  perfonsrl  obedience  required  by  that  law 
they  ane  under,  Rom.  x.  5.  The  law  ftill  continues  to 
fay,  The  man  that  doef  tbefe  things^'  Jhall  live  by  tbem  ; 
and  Mat.  xix.  16.  If  tbou  nvould  enter  into  life,  keep  the 
commandments:  which  plainly  fays,  that  though  they 
cannot  yield  obedience,  fuch  as  the  law  requires ;  yet 
the  connexion  betwixt  life  and  obedience  flands  by  that 
law  they  are  under:  it  juflifies  all  that  can  and  do  obey 
it,  as  it  doth  the  elcft  angels;  and  it  would  juftify  men 
alfo,  if  they  were  in  cafe,  had  they  power,  and  did  yield 
obedience  to  it,  in  the  manner  it  requires, 

(3.)  That  unbelievers  are  under  the  command  of 
the  covenant  of  works,  is  plain,  becaufe  it  is  "  only 
*'  the  privilege  of  believers,  that  they  are  not  under  the 
*'  moral  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  to  be  thereby 
'*  either  juftified  or  condemned,''  as  in  our  Confeflion 
of  Faith;  which  plainly  fays,  not  only  the  moral  law 
was  turned  into  the  form  of  a  covenant  of  works,  by  its 
being  made  a  covenant  of  life  and  juftification  upon 
doing,  and  of  death  and  condemnation  upon  not  doing ;  - 
but  alfo,  as  it  is  the  privilege  only  of  believers  in  Chrift, 
that  they  are  neither  under  the  command  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works,  to  be  juftified  by  their  obedience,  nor 
under  the  curfe  thereof,  to  be  condemned  for  their  dif- 
obedience  thereto :  which  evidently  fhows,  that  it  is  the 
mifery  of  unbelievers,  that  they  are  not  only  under  the 
condemning  power  of  that  covenant,  wherein  difobedi- 
ence  and  eternal  .death  are  connected ;  but  alfo  the 
commanding  power  of  that  law,  wherein  perfefl:  obedi- 
ence and  eternal  life  are  connefted.  This  connexion 
betwixt  life  and  perfonal  obedience  does  not  fland  with 
refpeft  to  the  believer,  becaufe  he  is  not  under  the  law, 
Rom.  vi.  14.  Hence,  though  the  believers  in  Chrift  had 
a  perfonal  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  in  perfeftion,  as 
they  will  have  in  heaven ;  yet  there  is  no  connexion  be- 
twixt it  and  their  juftification,  or  eternal  life',  which  is 
now  to  them  the  gift  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  they 
being  brought  under  another  covenant,  w^hich  makes 
their  title  to  life  to  ftand  upon  another  foundation, 
namely,  Chrift's  perfe£l  obedience,  aftive  and  paffive, 
in  their  room  and  ftead.     But  as  for  unbelievers,  that 
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are  under  the  law,  the  Handing  connexion  betwixt  life 
and  obedience  by  that  law,  renders  them  as  miferable, 
in  regard  that  it  confirms  Iheir  forfeiture  of  eternal  life; 
as  the  ftariding  connefticn  betwixt  death  aqd  difobedi- 
cnce,  by  that  lame  law,  renders  them  miferable,  in  re- 
gard that  it  continues  them  under  the  fentence  of  eter- 
nal death. 

(4.)  That  unbelievers  are  under  the  command  of  the 
covenant  cf  works,  is  plain,  becaufe  they  are,  by  the 
gofpel-difpenfation,  obliged  to  feek  life  by  the  obedience 
x)f  another;  which  is  fo  far  from  proving  them  not  to  be 
under  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  works,  that  it 
plainly  proves  them  to  be  under  it.  Our  Lord  Jefu3 
Chrift,  as  Surety,  came  to  fulfil  the  righteoufnefs  of  thjs 
law,  only  a$  it  is  a  covenant  of  works  :  and  this  he  did, 
both  by  his  a£live  obedience,  fulfilling  the  precept  of  the 
law  ; .  and  by  his  paffive  obedience,  fatisfying  tlae  threa- 
tening, and  enduring  the  penalty,  of  the  law.  Now,  if 
unbelievers  were  only  under  the  condemning  power  of 
the  law,  then  they  would  need  only  to  feek  freedom 
from  death,  through  Chrill's  fuffering,  or  paffive  obe- 
dience, in  their  room;  but  if  they  were  not  under  obli- 
gation to  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  work^,  then 
there  is  no  need  they  would  have  of  Chrift's  aftive  obe- 
dience^ or  doing  in  their  room.  They  were  never  obliged, 
as  I  cleared  before,  to  feek  life  by  their  obedience  ;  but 
if  they  were  not  obliged,  by  the  command  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works,  to  yield  that  perfedt  obedience,  to  which 
life  was  promifed  therein^,  then  they  would  have  no  need 
to  feek  life  hy  the  obedience  of  another.  What  jieed 
they  to  feek  tliat  in  the  perfon  of  another,  which  they 
are  not  obliged  to  have  in  their  own  perfon  ?  Who  udll 
fee  a  need  for  feeking  that  which  he  is  not  obliged  to 
have  or  yield  ?  The  unbeliever's  obligation,  therefore, 
to  feek  life  by  the  obedience  of  another,  namely,  of 
Chrift,  is  a  plain  argument  to  prove  that  he  is  under  ob- 
ligation  to  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  works. 

See  then  the  danger  of  that  doftrine  which  afferts, 
that  unbelievers  are  not  under  the  command  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works :  it  croffes  one  of  the  great  ends  of  the  gof- 
pel,  which  is  to  hold  out  Chrift  in  Vvvs  com^^X.^:.  vi^v^- 
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nefs,  both  of  doing  and  luffering,  tliat  fiiiiiers  may  Cvome 
and  take  the  whole  benefit  thereof,  in  order  to  their  be- 
hvg  intitled  to  eternal  life,  and  fecurcd  from  eternal 
death,  according  to  the  method  of  the  covenant  of 
grace ;  for,  while  they  remain  out  of  Chrill,  they  are 
Avholly  and  altogether  under  a  covenant  of  works,  both 
in  its  cjiiinianding  and  condemning  power. 

[2.]  Ant'ther  doctrine  that  Hands  in  oppcfition  to  this 
truth  that  we  are  treating  of,  is  tl>at  which  alferts,  That 
believers,  by  their  ne^fins^  come  under  a  liablenefs,  or 
obligation,  to  the  penal  Ihnilion  of  the  law,   and  threat- 
ening of  eternal  death.    1  have  elfewhere  endeavoured  to 
refute  this  error  ^'s   therefore,  at  prefent,  I  fliall  not  en- 
large upon  it,  but  only  repel  it  with  the  weapons  that  the 
text  here  affords  me,  namely,  Tbefirengtb  of  Jin  is  tie 
hi'vi  ;   but  thanks  be  to  God,  fays  the  apc/ftle  in  the  name 
of  all  believers,    that  ghetb  us  the   vi6lory  t.hrovgb  our 
Lord  Jcfus  Chr'ift.     Where  it  is  plain,   that  all'^belie- 
vers  in  Chrift  are  delivered,   by  virtue  of  their  union  to 
him  as  the  Lord  their  righteoufnefs,   from  the   law  and 
thecurfe  thereof;  and  confequently  from  the  ftrength  c: 
fin,  as  it  is  a  part  of  the  cuf'fe  of  the  law.     See  alfo  Gal. 
i.i.  13.  Rom.  viii.  i.  34.  vi.  14.  and  vii.  6.     But  now, 
if  believers  are,  after  their  union  to  Chrifi:,  brought,  by 
their  new  fins,  under  a  liablenefs  to  the  penal  fanftion  of 
the  law;  that  is,  to  eternal  death,  and  vindiftive  wrath; 
then  they  are  brought  under  the  curfe  of  the  law  again  : 
and  if  fo,   then  they  are  brtkight  under  the  ftrength  of 
fin,   v/hich  is  the  leading  branch  of  that  curfe.     If  they 
that  aflert  tliis  df»6crine,   attempt  to  prove  it  from  this, 
that  every  fin  deferves  God's  wrath  and  curfe;  and  argue   . 
from  the  believer's  fins  deferving  it,  that  therefore  be- 
lievers are  liable  to  it,  which  is  a  very  wide  argument; 
then,  by  the  fame  argument,   I  can  prove,  that  becaufe 
there  is  no  moment  of  a  believer's  life,   wherein  he  is 
perfcclly  free  of  fin,   fo  long  as  want  cf  perfcft  confor- 
mity to  tlie  law,  citiier  in  nature,  heart,  or  way,  is  fin; 
therefore   there  is  not  a  moment  of  the  believer's  life, 
wherein  he  is  nut  both  under  the  curfe  of  the  law  and  the 

*  Scc^    ;;7  rarticiiL  r  for  tlii--,  tV.e  /iiilhor's  Jircoiirfe,  on  Gal.  iv,  28. 
wtitlcdy  Ti'C  Fte^riant  From'ifc^  Vol.  IV.  ^.  -^o^.  /;oo»  . 
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llrcngth  of  fin  ;  and  confeqaently,  no  finful  believers  in 
this  world,  as  all  believers  are,  could  ever,  upon  good 
ground,  fing  this  Lng  of  vidlory  in  the  context.  But 
this  is  fuch  dreadful  dcflrine,  that  I  hope  I  need  not  en- 
large in  the  refutation  thereof. 

Believers  are  neither  juftified  upon  their  perfona!  good, 
nor  unjuflified  upon  their  perfonal  evil;  but  their  atlual 
perfonal  title  to  life,  and  their  freedom  from  all  legal 
obligation,  and  liablenefs  to  death,  which  arc  tiie  two 
branches  of  juftification,  ftand  upon  the  active  and  paf- 
'five  obedience  of  Ghrill,  imputed  to,  and  received  by 
them,  whereby  they  are  difcharged  from  all  law-debr. 
And  though  (Jod  continue  to  pardon  the  fins  cf  them 
that  are  jullified,  and  they  daily  need  his  pardon,  as  he 
is  a  Father,  whcfe  fatherly  anger  their  fins  cxpofe  them 
to;  yet  they  have  no  more  to  do  with  him  as  a  wrathful 
Judge,  except  in  their  own  unbelieving  apprehcnfions 
and  legal  fears,  which  are  their  fin.  Indeed,  the  more 
aggravated  their  fins  arc,  the  more  are  they  liable  to 
the  biUer  effecls  of  God's  fatherly  wrath  and  chaftife- 
Kient ;  but  to  make  cither  any  good  they  do  a  prop  to 
their  juftification,  or  any  evil  they  do  a  flaw  in  their 
juftification,  this  is  a  popery.  The  rightenufnefs  of 
Chrift,  with  which  the  believer  is  ever  clothed,  fecures 
him  fo,  that  the  fentence  of  life  is  never  revoked,  neither 
is  the  fentence  of  death  ever  incurred  anew;  for,  ''  He 
that  believes  hath  everlafting  life;"  and,  "  There  is  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift:" 

Though  the  law  cannot  but  curfe  fin,  where-ever  it 
is,  and  ^ven  the  believer's  fins;  yet  the  curfe  can  never 
reach  his  perfon.  Chrift  hath  no  curfed  or  condemned 
member.  Simeon  and  Levi  had  been  guilty  of  heinous 
crimes,  in  killing  the  Iflimaelites  ;  yet,  as  fome  think, 
they  being  good  men  in  the  main,  Jacob  does  not  curfe 
their  perfons  but  their  fins;  Gen,  xlix.  7.  Curfed  be  their 
anger ^  for  it  <xas  fierce:  end  their  ^ratb^  for  it  vics 
cruel;  fo  cruel,  that  it  might  have  brought  a  curfe  upon 
them  defervedly.  But  Jacob,  guided  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  lays  the  curfe  on  their  extravagant  paflion,  not 
on  their  perfons:  and  every  believer  will  join  ifTue  with 
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that  curfe  of  the  law  agaiuft  his  fin,  faying,  Curfed  and 
deftroyed  be  my  fin,  my  unbelief,  my  enmity, — Be- 
lievers are  not  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
either  to  be  jullified  or  condemned  thereby :  if  they 
were  brought,  by  their  new  fins,  under  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  then  they  would  be  brought  alfo  under  the  power 
of  fin,  and  the  reigning  fl:rengLh  of  corruption;  and  fo 
they  are  neither  julliSed  nor  fandified;  neither  delivered 
out  of  the  fi:ate  of  fin  nor  of  mifery. 

See  the  danger  then  of  this  erroneous  do£lrine,  of 
believers  being  made  liable  to  the  curfe  of  the  law:  it  is 
contrary  to  that  gofpel-principle,  whigh  aflerts,  *'  That 
*'  believers  are  delivered  from  the  wrath  of  God,  an^ 
*'  the  curfe  of  the  moral  law ;"  and  it  is  contrary  to 
that  gofpel-praftice  of  the  believer's,  which  is  influenced 
by  the  faith  of  his  freedom  from  the  curfe,  and  the  faith 
of  God's  everlafting  love  in  Ghrift  Jefus,  That  dodlrine 
of  believers  liablenefs  to  wrath,  upon  every  fin^  tends 
to  create  flavifh  fear  and  dread  in  God's  children  ;  and 
fo  to  difcQurage  from  duty,  and  raarr  true  gofpel-holi- 
nefs,  which  is  a  ferving  of  God,  not  out  of  flavifh  fear, 
but  a  child-like  love,  and  of  a  willing  mind  :  for  the 
fear  of  hell,  and  of  falling  into  eternal  wrath,  and  the 
fear  of  lofing  their  fonftiip,  and  being  difinherit,  which 
fome,  that  pretend  much  to  orthodoxy,  tell  us,  believ- 
ers ought  to  be  influenced  by ;  thefe  fears>  I  fay,  can 
never  be  filial  or  child-like,  becaufe  they  go  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  an  allowed  atl  of  unbelief,  namely,  their- 
apprehending  God  not  to  be  their  everlafting  Father  in 
Ghrift,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  new  covenant^ 
which  if  they  believed  him  to  be,  they  could  not  fear 
thefe  evils,  but  would  rejoice  in  the  faith  of  the  contrary  ; 
and  this  faith  would  work  by  love,  and  loye  would  con- 
ftrain  them  to  holinefs.  So  that  the  do6lrine  I  here  op- 
pofe,  is  not  a  doctrine  according  to  gcdlinefs.,  butratlier  a 
doftrine  of  licentloufnefs,  tending  to  keep  believers  thera- 
felves  under  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. 

This  text  then  fiiowsi  us  the  dangerous  tendency  of^ 
both  thefe  new  dodrines,  the  one  making  the  believer 
not  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  covenant  of  works, 
and  the  other  bringing  the  believer  under  the  curfe  of 
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it :  but,  aa  they  that  are  not  unJer  the  command  of  the 
law  of  works,  cannot  be  under  the  curfe  of  it  ;  for, 
where  no  law,  no  tranfgreffion  :  and  as  they  that  are 
under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  cannot  but  be  under  the 
command  of  it ;  for,  where  no  tranfgreffion  no  pcnaltVr 
and  where  there  is  a  penalty  there  is  tranfgreffion  ;  fo 
this  ftrange  doftrine  in  efFetT:,  and  b)^  plain  confequen- 
ces,  makes  unbelievers  happy,  and  believers  miferable  : 
by  freeing  the  believer  from  the  command,  it  frees  him 
from  the  curfe ;  and  by  bringing  the  believer  under  the 
curfe,  it  brings  him  under  the  command  :  and,  by  this 
means,  unbelievers  would  not  be  under  the  law,  but 
free  both  from  the  commanding  and  condemning  power 
thereof;  and  believers  would  be  under  the  law,  and 
in  bondage,  both  to  the  command  and  the  curfe. — I 
dare  not  think,  that  all  who  maintain  the  forefaid  doc- 
trine, are  chargeable  with  afferting  thefe  dreadful  con- 
lequences  that  flow  from  it ;  but  furely  it  is  dangerous 
to  maintain  fuch  pofitions,  from  which  fuch  corife- 
quences  are  naturally  deducible. — So  for  have  I  enlarg- 
ed upon  an  ufe  of  information,  bec^ufe  of  the  manifold 
leffons  that  arife  from  this  text  and  doftrine, 

We  3.  The  third  ufe  (hall  be  by  way  of  examination 
and.  trial,  namely,  to  fee  what  ftate  we  are  in,  whether 
or  not  we  be  delivered  from  the  law  of  works,  as  it  is 
the  llrength  of  fin.  In  order  to  our  having  a  clear  view 
of  this,  there  is  a  fourfold  inquiry  we  may  make. 

Inquiry  Firft,  In  order  to  try  this  matter,  viz.  Whe- 
ther delivered  from  the  law  of  works,  as  it  is  the  ftrength 
of  fin ;  let  us  enquire  whether  the  ftrength  of  fin  be  tru- 
ly broken  ;  for  fin  has  dominion,  and  a  ruling  '^wer, 
over  all  that  are  under  the  law,  Rom.  vi.  14. 

Why,  fay  you,  who  are  thefe,  in  whom  the  rule  and 
ftrength  of  fm  remains  unbroken? 

Answ.  I.  All  you  that  do  not  find  a  daily  exercife 
with  fin  :  they  in  whom  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  daflied, 
will  be  at  work  to  get  themfelves  purged  from  it ;  they 
are  ftill  either  lamenting  their  fin,  or  plotting  againft  it, 
praying  againft  it,  watching  againft  it,  making  ufe  of 
the  blood  of  Chrift  againft  it,  and  fom^xmt^  m^xvtxvvw^ 
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and  crying  againft  it,  and  againd  themfelves  for  it: 
whereas  they  in  whom  it  reigns,  live  peaceably  and  un- 
dilturbedly  with  it. 

2.  All  you  who  have  been  your  whole  lifetime  ftrang- 
ers  to  Chriil,  and  to  fellowlhip  and  communion  with 
him,  you  are  not  yet  delivered  from  fin  ;  there  is  a 
throne  of  iniquity  fet  up  in  your  hearts,  which  ftiall  not 
have  fellow fnip  \vith  God,  and  indeed  cannot. 

3.  All  you  that  know  nothing  of  that  difpenfation  of 
grace,  to  wit,  God's  hearing  of  your  prayers,  and  giving 
you  his  countenance  therein;  fm  reigns  in  your  hearts, 
and  you  regard  iniquity  in  your  hearts,  therefore  the  Lord 
hears  you  not,  but  is  faying,  Go  to  the  gods  whom  you 
have  ferved. 

4.  All  you  that  never  found  any  pain  in  parting,  with 
fin,  nor  any  thing  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  or  of  fuffering 
in  the  flefh,  i  Pet.  iv.  i.  It  is  fuch  as  have  fufFeredin 
the  flefh,  that  have  ceafed  from  fin.  Some  were  never 
difturbed  in  their  making  provifion  for  the  flefh  ;  never 
knew  the  painful  exercife  of  repentance  and  feif-denial ; 
never  burdened  with  the  vilenefs  of  fin  ;  nor  exercifed 
in  the  v/ork  of  judging  themfelves.  When  a  gangrene 
is  to  be  cured,  becaufe  it  is  in  the  flefli,  the  fiefli  mufl 
be  cut ;  fo,  becaufe  fin  is  feated  in  the  flefh,  the  flefh 
mufl  fuiFer  by  felf-denial.  There  is  a  woful  tendernefs 
that  we  have  of  ourfelves,  that  keeps  us  from  mortify- 
ing our  corruption.  Have  you  never  difcovered  or  feen 
the  evil  and  bitternefs  of  fin,  bui  lived  always  in  peace? 
V/hy,  then  it  feems  the  fl;rong  man  keeps  the  houfe:  if  the 
pafling  of  the  gravel  ftone  never  pained  you,  ye  are  not 
yet  quit  of  it;  if  your  heart  was  never  pained  with  fin,  it 
fays  your  heart  v/as  never  yet  circumcifed  :  the  ftt^ength 
of  fm  remains  where  there  has  been  no  gofpel-mortifica- 
tion.     Which  leads  to  a 

Second  Inquiry,  For  helping  ycu  to  try  if  you  be  de- 
livered from  the  law  of  works,  as  it  is  the  flrength  of  fin, 
namely,  inquire  if  you  be  acquaint  with  gofpel-mortifica- 
fion.  It  is  almofl  incredible  to  think  how  great  a  length 
people  may  go  in  legal  mortification  of  fin,  while  yet 
thtiy  are  utter  fl:rangers  to  the  gofpel.  It  is  ftrange  to 
think,  what  fome  healhetvs  l\^\c  doue  this  way,  and 
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what  many  pcpiih  monks  have  done  ;  yea,  what  great 
reformations  have  taken  place  among  fume,  fo  as  by 
their  life  you  would  think  they  were  real  converts,  be- 
caufe  of  tlieir  exaftnefs  and  tendernefs^  while  yet  they 
are  enemies  to  grace,  and  llrangers  to  the  gofpel,  and 
confequently  to  true  mortification,  which  cannot  be  by 
the  law,  it  being  the  llrength  of  fin. 

Quest.  How  fliall  I  know,  whether  it  be  by  the  gof- 
pel that  I  mortify  fin,  or  by  the  law  ? 

Answ.  I.  Gofpel  and  legal  mortification  differ  in  their 
principles  from  which  they  proceed.  Gofpel-mortifica- 
tion  is  from  gofpel-principles,  viz.  the  Spirit  of  God, 
Rom.  viii.  13.  ''  If  ye  thro'  the  Spirit  mortify  the  deeds 
of  the  body,  ye  ihall  live:" — Faith  in  Chrill,  Afts  xv.  9. 
*^  Purifying  their  hearts  by  faith:" — The  love  of  Chrilt 
conllraining,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  ''  The  love  of  Chrift  con- 
firaineth  us." — But  legal  mortification  isfi'om  legal  prin- 
ciples ;  fach  as,  from  the  applaufe  and  praife  of  men,  as 
in  the  Pharifees;  from  pride  of  fclf-righteoufnefs,  as  in 
Paul  before  his  converfion  ;  from  the  fear  of  hell ;  from 
a  natural  confcience;  from  the  example  of  others;  from 
fomc  common  motions  of  the  Spirit ;  and  many  tiraeiT 
from  the  power  of  fin  itfelf,  while  one  fin  is  fet  up  to 
wreflle  with  another,  as  when  fenfuality  and  fclf-righte- 
qufnefs  wrellle  with  one  another  :  the  man,  perhaps, 
will  not  drink  and  fwear  ;  why  ?  becaufe  he  is  fetting 
up  and  eliablifliing  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  own,  whereby 
to  obtain  the  favour  of  God :  here  is  but  one  fin  wrell- 
ling  with  another. 

2.  Gofpel  and  legal  mortification  diflfer  in  their  wea- 
pons with  which  they  fight  againftfin:  the  gofpel-believ- 
er  fights  with  grace's  weapons,  namely,  the  blood  of 
Ghrifl:,  the  word  of  God,  the  promifes  of  the  covenant, 
and  the  virtue  of  Chrifl's  death  and  crofs.  Gal.  vi.  14. 
God  forbid  that  I  Jhould  glory ^  fave  in  the  crofs  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  by  mibom  [or,  a^  it  may  be  read^ 
WHEREBY,  viz.  hj  the  crofs  of  Chrift,]  the  'world  is  cru- 
cified to  me^  and  I  to  the  Kuorld.  But  now  the  man 
under  the  few  fights  againft  fin  by  the  promifes  and 
threatenings  of  the.  law  ;  by  its  promifes,  faying,  I  will 
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obtain  life  ;  and  win  to  heaven,  I  hope,  if  I  do  fo  and 
fci ;  by  its  threatcnings,  faying,  I  will  go  to  hell  and  be 
damned,  if  I  do  not  fo  and  fo.  Sometimes  he  fights  with 
the  weapons  of  his  own  vows  and  refolutions,  which  are 
liis  ftrong'  tower,  to  which  he  runs  and  thinks  himfelf 
fafe. 

3.  They  differ  in  the  object  of  their  mortification :  they 
both,  indeed,  feek  to  mortify  fin  ;  but  the  legalift's 
quarrel  is  more  efpecially  with  the  fins  of  his  converfati- 
on ;  but  ihe  true  believer  fliould  defire  to  fight  as  the 
Syrians  got  orders  ;  that  is,  neither  againft  great  nor 
fmall,  1*1)  much  as  againft  the  Kin^  himfelf,  even  againft 
original  corruption :  a  body  of  fin  and  death  troubles, 
him  more  than  any  other  fin  in  the  world ;  0  wretched 
fmrn  that  I  am  !  who  Jlyall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of 
deaths  Rom.  vii.  24.  His  great  exercife  is,  to  have 
the  feed  of  the  woman  to  bruife  this  head  of  the  fer- 
pent. 

4.  They  differ  In  the  reafons  of  the  conteft  :  the  be- 
liever, whom  grace  teaches  to  deny  all  ungodtinefs,  he 
fights   againft  fin,  becaufe  it  diflionours   God,    oppofes 

.  Chrift,  grieves  the  Spirit,  and  feparates  between  his 
Lord  and  him ;  but  the  legalift  fights  againft  fin,  becaufe 
it  breaks  his  peace,  and  troubles  his  confcience,  and 
hurts  him,  by  bringing  wrath  and  judgment  on  him. 
As  children  that  will  not  play  in  the  duft  or  ftour ;  why?, 
not  becaufe  it  fuUies  their  clothes,  but  flees  into  their 
eyes,  and  hurts  them  :  fo,  the  legalift  will  not  meddle 
with  fin  ;  why  1  not  becaufe  it  fullies  the  perfedlions  of 
God,  and  defiles  their  fouls,  but  only  becaufe  it  hurts 
them.  I  deny  not,  but  there  is  too  much  of  this  legal 
temper  even  araongft  the  godly. 

5.  They  differ  in  their  motives  and  ends:  the  believer 
will  not  ferve  fin,  becaufe  he  is  alive  to  God,  atld  dead 
to  fin,  Rom.  vi.  6.  The  legalift  forfakes  fin,  not  becaufe 
lie  is  alive,  but  that  he  may  live  :  the  believer  mortifies 
fin,  becaufe  God  loves  him;  but  the  legalift,  that  Grod 
may  love  him:  the  believer  mortifies  fin,  beeaufcGod  is 
pacified  towards  him;  the  legalift  mortifies,  that  he  may 
pacify  God  by  his  mortification^     He  may  go  a  gfreat 

length,  but  it  is  ftill  that  h^  m^y  Ivave  whereof  to  glory,  • 
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making  his  own  doing  all  the  foundation  of  liis  hope  and 
comfort. 

6.  They  diiTer  in  the  nature  of  their  mortification  : 
the  legaUll  does  not  oppofe  fin  violently,  feeking  the 
utter  dellruftion  of  it ;  if  he  can  get  fin  put  down,  he 
d^ies  not  feek  it  to  be  thruft  out  :  but  the  believer,  hav- 
ing a  nature  and  principle  contrary  to  fin,  he  feeks  not 
only  to  have  it  v/eakened,  but  extirpate  :  the  quarrel  is 
irrecoucileable  ;  no  -terms  of  accommodation  or  agree- 
ment ;  no  league  with  fin  is  allowed,  as  it  is  with  hypo- 
crites. 

7.  They  diffei*  in  the  extent  of  the  warfare,  not  only 
objefilively,  the  believer  hating  every  falfe  way;  but  alio ' 
fabjedlively,  all  the  faculties  of  the  believer's  foul,  the 
whole  regenerate  part  being  againfl  fin.  It  is  not  fo  with 
the  hypf>crite  or  legal ifl: :  for  as  he  fpares  fome  fin  or 
other,  fo  his  oppofition  to  fin  is  only  fcated  in  his  con- 
fcience  ;  his  light  and  conf^ience  oppofe  fuch  a  thing, 
while  his  heart  approves  of  it. — There  is  an  extent  alfo 
as  to  time  ;  the  legalifl;*s  oppofition  to  fin  is  of  a  fhort 
duration,  but  in  the  believer  it  is  to  the  end;  grace  and 
corruption  ftill  -oppofing  one  another. 

8.  They  differ  in  the  fuccefs  :  there  is  no  believer, 
but  as  he  fights  agninll  fin,  fo  firfl:  or  laft  he  prevails, 
though  not  always  to  his  difcerning;  and  though  he  lofe 
many  battles,  yet»  he  gains  the  war :  but  the  legalill, 
for  all  the  work  he  makes,  yet  he  never  truly  comes 
fpeed :  though  he  cut  oft'  fome  aftual  fin,  yet  the  cor- 
rupt nature  is  never  changed  ;  he  never  gets  a  new- 
heart  :  the  iron-finew  in  his  reck,  which  opjx^fes  God, 
is  never  broken ;  arid  when  he  gets  one  fin  mortified, 
fometimes  another  and  more  dangerous  fin  lifts  up  the 
head  :  hence  all  the  fins  and  pollutions  that  ever  the  * 
Pharifees  forfook,  and  all  the  good  duties  that  ever  they 
performed,  made  them  but  more  proud,  and  flrcngtlicn- 
ed  their  unbelieving  prejudices  againfl:  Chrifl;,  vvhicJi  was 
the  greater  and  more  'd0flgerous  fin.-— — Thus  you  may 
fee  the  difference  between  legal  and  gofpel  mortification, 
and  try  yourfelves  thereby. 

Inquiry  third.  In  order  to  try  whether  or  not  you  are 
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delivered  from  the  law,  as  it  is  the  flrength  of  fin;  en- 
quire whether  you  have  renounced  your  own  righteouf- 
nefs;  for  they  that  make  their  duties  their  righteoufnefs, 
and  rely  thereupon,  are  yet  under  the  law,  and  fo  under 
the  lirength  of  fin. 

Quest.  Vvlio  are  they  tiiat  make  their  duties  their 
righteoufnefs,  and  ellabiifh  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own, 
and  rely  thereupon  ? 

Answ.  I.  Thefe  that  pleafe  themfelves  with  a  form  of 
godiinefs;  and  like  the  Piiarifces,  make  clean  the  outfide, 
while  yet  they  have  a  fecret  enmity  at  the  power  of  god- 
Jinefs,  having  c.itward  conformity  to  the  letter  of  the 
hivv;  and,  like  Paul  before  his  converfion,  touching  the 
1  iw  blamelefs,  yet  little  regarding  the  fpirituality  of  it: 
they  prcfefs  a  regard  to  the  law,  but  if  they  knew  the 
■  iniide  of  it,  they  v/ould  hate  it. 

2.  Thefe  that  rell  in  a  certain  pitch  of  religion,  when 
they  have  as  much  as  they  think  will  fave  them,  and  are 
for  no  more;  not  knowing  what  it  is  to  prefs  towards  the 
mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Ghrift 
Jefus. 

3.  Thefe  that  fct  their  duties  againft  their  fins,  and 
againfl  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  fear  of  judgment ; 
niit  fleeing  to  Chrid  for  refuge,  as  all  true  believers  do, 
H'jb.  vi.  18. ;  but  to  their  duties,  their  prayers,  and  no 
further.  Their  betaking  themfelve^to  duties  would  be 
well  done,  if  they  went  a  little  further;  but  they  fet 
their  duties  againll  their  fins,  and  thereupon  hav6  peace, 
faying,  thougli  my  fins  be  fo  and  fo  great,  yet  my  du- 
ties are  fo  and  fo  many  ;  therefore,  I  hope,  all  will  be 
right.  Thus  they  fpeak  peace  to  themfelves,  when  God 
never  fpake  it :  here  is  a  dead  fly  that  fpoils  all  the 
ointment. 

4.  Thefe  who  are  at  enmity  with  the  doftrine  of  grace; 
however  much  they  may  be  engaged  in  duty,  Chrift  is 
a  fiumbling-block  to  them,  as  he  was  to  the  Jews,  Rom. 
ix.  33.  The  doftrine  of  duties  and  works,  they  under- 
ftand;  but  the  doftrine  of  grace,  and  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Gil  rift,  they  will  not  imderftand  ;  they  fufpecl  it,  as 
an  enemy  to  the  law,  and  Antinomianifm:    they  are  ig- 

vorant  oi' God's  righteoufnet.. 
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5.  Thefe  that  perform  duties  in  their  own  ftrength,  are 
eftabliflaing  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  :  though  they 
fay  they  can  do  nothing  without  Chrilt,  yet  they  can  do 
all  without  feeing  much  need  of  him.  But,  where  Chrift 
is  the  righteoufnefs  of  a  foul,  he  will  be  the  flrength  alfo, 
Ifa.  xlv.  24.  Some,  indeed,  profefi  to  take  Chrift.  for 
their  Itrength,  but  they  fet  Chrift  againft  himlelf,  as 
it  were,  by  employing  the  ftrengthof  Chrift  againft -the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  that  is,  when  they  cry  to  Chrift 
f  >r  ftrength  to  perform  duties,  that  when  they  are  en- 
abled to  perform  them,  they  may  make  them  their  righ- 
teoufnefs. Hence  many  will  iay,  O  for  a  foft  heart !  O 
for  an  enlarged  heart  in  duty !  O  for  grace  to  fcek,  and 
a  heart  to  pray!  Arid  if  they  get  any  thing  like  it,  what 
make  they  of  it  ?  Why,  then  tliey  think  they  have  a 
good  enough  righteoufnefs,  and  feek  no  further. 

6.  Thefe  that  are  of  a  wrathful  and  implacable  difpo- 
fition,  they  difcover  themfelves  to  be  under  the  law,  and 
under  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and  fo  not  delivered  fp»m  efta- 
bliihinga  righteoufnefs  of  their  own;  *'  The  lav/  worketh 
wrath,"  Rom.  iv.  15.  Not  only  wrath  in  God  ai>ainft 
man,  and  wrath  in  man  againft  God ;  but  wrath  and 
enmity  alfo  in  man  againft  i^ian,  elpecially  upon  any  real 
or  fuppof^jd  injury.  Wtien  wrath  rifes,  and  relts,  and 
remains  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week,  from. 

jnonth  to  month,  from  year  to  year,  and  the  man  will 
by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  one  that  has  offered  him 
any  affront;  nay,  he  will  not  pardon,  he  will  not  forgive, 
he  will  not  forget;  fufely  that  man  is  under  the  law,  and 
under  the  ftrength  of  fin :  he  never  got  a  pardon  from 
God,  that  cannot  pardon  his  neighbour  an  offence  ;  he 
has  not  the  image  of  God,  not  being  merciful  as  his  hea- 
venly Father  is  merciful;  he  cannot  pray,  *'  Forgive  me 
my  fins,  as  I  forgive  them  that  fin  againft  me.  Anger 
refts  in  the  bofom  of  fools,"  fays  Solomon.  Anger  and 
wrath  may  rife,  and  rage  a  little  in  the  boLm  of  a  wife 
man,  a  good  man,  but  it  cannot  reft  there  ;  it  rcih  only 
in  the  bofom  of  fools.  This  foolifli  and  implacable  dif- 
pofition  flievvs  the  man  to  be  felfifh  and  fdlf-rigliteous. 

7.  Thefe  whofe  good  h-jpe,  founded  upon,  ar.d  drawn 
from  duties,  never  utterly  failed  them,  fo  as  to  (Vf^^^\^ 

L  4.  '        ^^^ 
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is,  Ifa.  Ivii.  10.  "  There  is  no  hope;"  no,  "  They  are 
wearied  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  way,  and  have  found 
the  life  of  their  hand,"  £s?c. 

8.  Thefe  who,  the  more  they  go  about  outward  du- 
ties, the  more  liberty  they  take  to  fin,  faying,  as  it  is, 
Prov.  vii.  14.  and  18-  compared,  "I  have  peace-offer- 
ings  with  me;  this  day  have  I  paid  my  vows  :  come  let 
us  take  our  fill  of  love,  until  thp  morning ;  let  us  folace 
ourfelves  with  loves." 

9.  Thefe  who  neglefit  duties,  through  defperation  and 
hopeleiTnefs  of  getting  any  good  by  them,  faying,  '*  It  is 
vain  to  ferve  the  Lord;"  why,  what  is  this,  but  thatbe- 
caufe  they  would  rely  on  duties,  as  their  Saviour,  when 
they  find  they  may  not  do  fo,  they  will  rather  forbear 
them,  and  call  all  behind  their  back,  faying,  "  There  is 
no  hope  ?"     Hence, 

10.  When  men  are  madly  purfuing  their  lulls,  it  may 
be  a  figrt  they  are  relying  on  their  duties,  even  when 
they  commit  fin  defperately.  Why,  they  are  defperate 
debtors  ;  and,  perhaps,  have  been  trying,  forae  time 
or  other,  to  pay  their  debt  by  doing  fomething  that  they 
might  live  :  but  finding  that  will  fail  them,  they  fay. 
There  is  no  hope  of  paying  that  debt,  therefore  they  del- 
iberately take  on  more ;  Jer.  ii.  25.  "  There  is  no  hope; 
for,  I  have  loved  fl:rangers,  and  after  them  will  Igo :" 
and,  Jer.  xviii.  12.  **  There  is  no  hope;  but  we  will 
walk  after  our  devices,  and  do  every  one  the  imaginati- 
on of  his  evil  heart."  They  want  opt  a  natural  inclina- 
jtion,  as  all  others  have,  to  pay  th^  debt  in  the  way  of 
a  law  of  works,  with  their  own  righteoufnefs,  which  ap- 
pears whenever  confcience  is  Awakened;  but  for  the  pre- 
fent  they  are  defperate:  if  they  cannot  win  to  heaven  by 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  will  rather  go  to  hell  in 
their  wickednefs,  than  be  obliged  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
another  for  heaven  and  eternal  life  :  fo  ftrong  is  the  law 
of  Do  and  live,  even  at  the  root  of  their  wickednefs. 
Tie  ftrengtb  offm  is  the  law. 

Again,  it  may  be  aflced  here.  Who  are  they  that  have 
renounced  their  own  righteoufnefs  ? 

Answ.  I.  Such  as  have  renounced  their  own  righte- 
ouihefs,  are  eafily  brought  to  the  fenfe  and  acknowledgc- 
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nient  of  their  fm ;  whereas  others  are  ready  to  fay,  with 
thefe  who  are  comraanded  to  return  to  the  Lord,  Wbere^ 
in  Jball  Hue  reiuni  to  Jbim  ?  Such  were  the  Pharifees, 
Luke  xviii.  ii,  12. 

2.  The  great  care  of  fuch  will  be  to  advance  in  tlie 
"knowledge  of  Chriil;  they  have  a  high  elleem  of  Chrift's 

righteoufnefs,  accounting  all  other  things,  on  which 
they  formerly  relied,  but  dung  ;  and  expcfting  juftifi- 
cation  and  abfolution  before  God,  only  upon  the  account 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt,  laid  hold  upon  by  faith, 
PhiL  ill.  8,  9, 

3.  From  a  fight  of  their  own  imperfe£lion,  and  ina- 
bility in  duty,  they  go  on  and  make  progrefs  in  Chrift's 
flrengfh,  Pfalm  Ixxi.  16.  Phil.  iii.  12, 13,  14.  And  in 
all  their  approaches  to  God,  they  are  concerned  how- 
to  get  the  Spirit  with  them,  and  the  internal  part  of  duty 
performed,  as  well  as  the  external ;  and  their  fpiritual 
joy  and  comfort  arifes  from  Ghrift:  Phil.  iii.  3.  *'  They 
worftiip  God  in  the  Spirit,  rejoice  in  Ghrift  Jefus,  and 
have  no  confidence  in  the  fiefti." 

4.  Such  will  juftify  God  in  all  his  difpenfations  of 
providence  towards  them,  though  never  fo  harfti ;  aad 
undervalue  damages  and  loifes,  if  they  can  but  win 
Ghrift,  PhiL  iii.  8. 

5.  As  they  are  not  lifted  up  upon  the  account  of  their 
inherent  righteoufnefs,  but  fay,  with  Job,  chap.  x.  15. 
"  If  I  be  righteous,  yet  will  I  not  lift  up  my  head;'*  and 
with  the  church,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  6.  "  All  our  righteoufneffes 
are  as  filthy  rags  ;"  and  dare  plead  for  nothing  at  the* 
throne  of  grace  on  the  account  thereof,  Dan.  ix.  x8.  Job 
ix.  15. :  fo  their  obedience  is  raoft  free;  the  believer  a£ts 
freely,  not  by  the  coaftion  and  compulfion  of  the  law,  and 
without  refpcQ:  to  the  promifes  or  threatenings  of  it,  as 
it  is  a  covenant  of  life ;  he  being,  by  virtue  of  the  nei^ 
nature,  ready  to  do  the  will  of  God  with  pleafure,  Ar 
there  is  needjof  no  law  for  the  body,  which  may  com- 
pel it  to  eat,  drink,  fleep,  walk,  lit,  ftand,  or  do  any 
works  of  nature,  as  I  faid  before,  becaufe  it  is  ready  to 
do  thefe  things  naturally  ;  fo  there  is  need  of  oa  law* 
coadlion  and  compulfion  to  drive  the  believer  to  obedi-. 
ence  :  there  are  gofpel-tbreatenings  and  promifes^  that. 
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are  lined  with  love,  which  work  upon  him,  and  con- 
llrain  him  ;  but  to  be  a£led  by  the  law-threatening  of 
death,  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  or  the  law-promife  of  life 
upon  obedience,  is  not  compatible  with  the  ftate  of  the 
believer,  as  fuch;  he  not  being  under  the  law,  but 
under  f^race,  his  obedietice  is  free,  Luke  i.  74,  75. 

6.  They  that  have  renounced  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
have  renounced  their  own  Itrength  alfo,  and  faid,  **  la 
the  Lord  only  have  we  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,''  Ifa. 
xlv,  24.  They  fee  the  need  of  the ^ fame  creating  power 
that  began  llie  good  work,  to  carry  it  on  every  day,  as 
long  as  the  new-cre^ition  work  is  a-working.  As  in  the 
firft  creation,  after  God  made  heaven  and  earth,  he  left 
n'>t  the  work  there,  but  every  day  the  Lord  faid.  Let 
there  be  this,  and,  Let  there  be  that ;  "  Let  there  be 
light;"  and  then,  **  Let  there  be  fruit :''  fo,  in  the  new 
creation,  believers  fee  a  need  every  day  of  an  almighty 
word,  faying.  Let  there  be  light,  fpiritual  light;  and  after 
that,  Let  there  be  fruit,  fpiritual  fruit ;  and  again,  every 
day  another  word  of  power  from  God,  to  carry  on  the 
new-creation  work,  during  the  whole  fix  days  of  our  life 
here,  till  the  Sabbath  of  everlafting  reft  come. 

Enquiry  fourth.  In  order  to  try  whether  or  not  you 
are  delivered  from  the  law,  as  it  is  the  ftrength  of  fin  ; 
enquire  whether  you  be  experimentally  acquaint  with  the 
gofpel,  as  it  is  the  means  and  ftrength  of  holinefs. 

Quest.  What  is  it  in  the  Gofpel  that  contributes  to 
the  ftrength  of  holinefs,  that  believers,  who  are  not  under 
the  law,  have  faving  experimental  acquaintance  with? 

Answ.  There  are  thefe  following  things  in  the  gofpel, 
that  contribute  to  the  ftrength  of  holinefs;  and  you  may 
try  what  experience  you  have  thereof. 

I.  What  experience  have  you  of  the  fanfitifying  dif- 
coverles  of  the  gofpel  ?  Some  difcoveries  are  intrpdudlo- 
ry  and  preparatory  unto,  and  fome  are  effefitive  of  holi- 
nefs  to  the  deftroying  of  the  ftrength  of  fin.  The  in- 
troduftory  difcoveries  are  fuch,  as  give  perfons  the  faith 
of  the  law ;  fuch  as,  convidtion  from  the  evidence  and 
demonftration  of  the  Spirit;  this  may  be  called  a  gofpel- 
difcovery,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  by  the  Spirit  promifed  in  the 
gofpelj  John  xvi.  7,  8,  9.     If  it  be  afked  here,  Does  not 
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the  law  prepare  us  for  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  ?  We 
reply  ;  Not  i:i  itfelf,  any  more  than  fm  and  mifery  doth: 
for  the  law  makes  known  fin,  and  leaves  a  man  under 
wrath,  Rom.  iii.  19,  20.  The  whole  revelation  of  the 
remedy,  and  application  thereof  both,  is  by  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel;  Luke  xix.  lo,  Chrill  came  to  feek  and  to 
fave  that  which  was  loll;  both  to  feek,  by  the  revelation 
of  the  gofpel ;  and  alfo  to  fave,  by  the  application  there- 
of. Yet  thefe  introduftory  difcoveries  may  V^  called 
gofpel-difcoveries,  in  refpedt  of  the  author,  ijamely,  the 
Spirit  promifed  in  the  gofpei  ;  and  becaufe  of  their  con- 
nection, in  the  eledt,  with  the  faving  work  that  follows, 
even  though  tfcey  be  not  faving  in  their  own  nature  ; 
and  therefore,  tliefe  convictions  may  be^  called  legal,  in 
refpeft  of  the  man's  ftate,  who  is  the  fubjedl  thereof, 
he  not  being  yet  in  Chrift ;  and  in  refpedl  of  the  fubfcr- 
viency  of  the  law  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  for 
making  thefe  difcoveries  of  the  man's  finful  and  mifer- 
able  ftate  without  this  faith  of  the  law,  and  thefe  con- 
viftions,  one  will  never  prize  gof|>el  grace,  which  is  .the 
channel  wherein  true  holinefs  runs. — But  again,  fome 
gofpel-difcoveries  are  effefitive  of  holinefs,  namely,  the 
difcovery  of  the  glory  and  fulncfs  of  Ciirift,  and  of  the 
glory  of  the  grace  of  God  in  him:  Holinefs  to  the  Lordy 
is  the  immediate  effeft  thereof,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  "Behold- 
ing as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  we  are  changed 
into  the  fame  image."  Now,  what  know  ye  of  this 
gofpel-difcovcry  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world 
to  himfelf  ?  If  ever  Chrift  was  revealed  in  you,  the 
revelation  would  be  fandtifying  and  transforming. 

2.  What  experience  have  you  of  the  fanftifying, 
attracting  charms  of  the  gofpel  t  Have  you  always  ftopt 
your  ears  at  the  voice  of  the  charmer  therein  ?  And,  "was 
you  never  taken  and  captivated  with  the  joyful  found  ? 
Or,  have  you  been  allured  v/ith  the  charms,  and  drawn 
by  the  attraCtives  thereof?  What  thefe  attraCtives  are, 
you  fee,  Hofea  xi.  4.  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  John  xii.  32.  The 
bands  of  love;  the  divine  loving  kindnefs;  and  all  in  and 
through  a  crucified  Chrift,  lifted  upon  the  crofs,  on  the 
throne,  and  on  the  gofpel-pole.     Thefe  gofpel-attraCtives 
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are  of  fuch  a  fanflifying  nature,  and  fo  contributive  to 
the  ftrcngtli  of  Iiolincfs,  that  they  natively  conftrain  the 
believer  thereunto,  z  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  This  love  of  God 
to  the  fmncr,  begets  love  in  die  finner  to  God ;  *'  We 
love  liira,  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us:"  and  love  to  God  is 
the  very  heart  of  holinefs ;  *'  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  law;"  and  therefore,  the  more  love,  the  more  holinefs. 
3.  What  experience  have  you  of  the  fandtifying  attire 
of  the  gofpel  ?  for  the  gvofpel-garment  contributes  to  the 
ftrength  of  holinefs.  There  is  a  twofold  gofpel- garment: 
the  oi^e  is  an  unchangeable,  and  the  other  a  changeable 
one  :  the  unchangeable  gofpel-garment  is  the  imputed 
righteoufnefs  of  Ghrill,  which,  when  it  is  put  on  by  faith, 
the  foul  is  faid  to  be  clothed  with  the  fun.  Rev.  xii.  i.; 
and  it  is  fuch  an  unchangeable  robe,  that  it  is  never 
taken  off  the  back  of  theffi  that  are  once  clothed  with  it, 
but  they  remain  always  fair  and  perfe£lly  righteous  in 
the  fight  of  God.  It  is  true,  this  may  be  called,  and 
is,  indeed,  their  juftifying  attire ;  and  yet  I  call  it  fanc- 
tifying  alfo;  becaufe,  as  jullification  is  a  root  and  caufe 
jof  fanftification,  fo  it  is  this  righteoufnefs  of  Ghrill  that 
purchafed  holinefs,  and  confequently  brings  its  purchafe 
lltil  along  with  it :  and  hence  the  faith  of  this  righteouf- 
nefs works  by  love,  and  fj  producing  holinefs  of  heart  and 
way.— The  changeable  gofpel-garment  is  the  imparted 
righteoiifncfs  of  Chrift ;  that  is,  holinefs  itfelf :  I  call  it 
changeable,  like  the  moon ;  not  becaufe  the  foul  that  is 
clothed  with  it  is  ever  altogether  naked  or  denuded  of 
it  again,  but  becaufe  of  the  various  degrees  it  admits  of; 
fometimes  more  and  fometimes  lefs,  and  the  changes 
from  better  to  worfe,  and  from  worfe  to  better  therein, 
according  to  the  meafure  of  the  communication  of  the 
Spirit,  and  according  to  the  need  of  the  new  creature, 
Ifa.  xl.  31.  **  They  that  wait  on  the  Lord  fliall  renew 
their  ftrength  ;"  they  fliall  change  their  ftrength,  as  I 
formerly  noticed,  the  word  imports  :  like  a  man  chang- 
ing his  clothes,  having  feveral  fuits  conform  to  his 
occafions  :  a  garment  for  working,  and  a  garment  for 
walking  abroad  withal ;  a  garment  for  night,  and  a 
garment  for  day  ;  one  for  the  week-day,  and  another  for 
the  Sabbath :  he  hath  changes  of  raiment;  fo  the  believer 
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hath  changes  of  ilrength  :  if  he  need  to  walk,  he  has 
walking  flrength;  if  to  run,  running  Ilrength  ;  if  to  flee, 
flying  ftrength  is  communicate:  for  fo  it  follows,  •'  They 
that  wait  on  the  Lord  Ihall  renew  their  ftrength  ;  they 
fhall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they  Ihall  run  and 
not  weary,  -and  walk  and  not  faint." — Examine  j^our 
experience  with  refpeft  to  this  twofold  roht :  do  yoiv 
know  the  fanftifying  influence  of  the  juftifying  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrill  ?  If  you  be  delivered  from  the  law^ 
as  it  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  you  have  fume  time  or  other 
experienced,  that  the  juftifying  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
hath  a  fanftifying  efFeft;  and  this  it  hath,  when  the  fenfe 
of  pardoning  mercy  melts  the  heart  for  fin  ;  when  the 
faith  of  forgivenefs  draws  forth  heart-lothing  of  fin,  and 
heart-love  to  hollnefs  ;  and  when  the  apprehenfion  of 
the  mercy,  love,  and  grace  of  God,  quickens  the  foul 
to  a  lively  performance  of  duty,  and  enlarges  the  heart 
to  run  the  way  of  God's  commandments. 

4.  What  experience  have  you  of  the  fanftifying  pro- 
niifes  of  the  gofpel?  That  they  contribute  to  the  ftrength 
of  holinefs,  is  evident  from  2  Cor.  vii.  i.  2  Pet,  i.  4. 
V/as  ever  a  promife  applied  with  power  and  majefty  ta 
your  heart  ?  If  fo,  then,  what  effe6l  had  it  ?  Did  you  . 
not  fee  your  own  hcllifli  nature,  even  tofelf-abhorrence? 
and,  was  not  the  defire  of  your  foul  after  the  participa* 
tion  of  the  divine  nature,  excited  to  fuch  a  degree,  that, 
perhaps,  you  could  have  wifhed  rather  to  die,  than  not 
to  be  holy ;  and  your  breathing  was,  O  to  be  holy  T 
O  to  be  like  unto  Chrift  !  O  to  have  all  heart-plague* 
healed,  and  all  fpiritual  maladies  cured. 

5.  What  experience  have  you  of  the  fanftifying  prin- 
ciples,  truths,  tenets,  and  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  ?  "  Ye 
fhall  know  the  truth,  faysChrift,  and  the  truth  fnall.  maktf 
you  free;"  free  from  the  ruling  power  of  fin;  free  from 
the  bondage  of  the  law;  at  liberty  to  ferve  the  Lord ; 
free  from  that  flavery  to  fin  and  Satan,  that  the  reft  of 
the  world  are  under,  who  want  the  true  knowledge  of 
the  fanftifying  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  gofpel, 
Eph.  iv.  19,  20,  21.;  where  we  fee,  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  gofpel  direfts  to  another  courfc  than  the  world 
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take ;  fome  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the  fanflifying 
principles  of  the  gofpel,  others  have  a  head-knowledge 
and  notion  of  fome  gofpel-principles,  but  no  fanftifying 
knowledge  thereof ;  thefe  abufe  the  grace  of  God  to 
licentioufnefs.  But,  what  experience  have  you  of  the 
power  of  gofpel-truth,  and  the  fanctifying  virtue  of  gof. 
pel-do£lrine?  If  the  grace  of  God  has  taught  you  nothing 
but  loofenefs,  you  have  no  true  knowledge  of  it;  for  ic 
teaches  other w^ife,  Titus  ii.  12.  Did  never  the  doftrine 
of  Chriil's  death  and  refurredVion,  as  the  Lord  our  righ- 
teoufnefs,  tend  t;o  beget  you  to  a  new  and  lively  hope  ? 
Did  you  neyer  feel  the  power  of  that  doftrine  for  killing 
fin?  Examine  your  experience  by  that  of  Paul,  who  de- 
fired  to  know  more  and  iliore  of  Chrift,  and  the  power  of 
his  refurreilion.  Phil.iii.  10.  compared  with  i  Pet.  i.  3. 

6.  What  experince  have  you  of  the  funftifying  privi- 
leges of  the  gofpel  ?  Gofpel- privileges^  enjoyed  by  be- 
lievers, are  the  foundation  of  gofpel-holinefs.  By  the 
law  of  works,  obedience  was  firft  to  take  place,  and  then 
privileges  ;  but  by  the  gofpel  of  grace,  priviliges  firft 
cojne  in,  and  thereupon  obedience  influenced  thereby. 
Have  you  experienced  gofpel-joys  and  comforts  in  the 
Lord,  infomuch  that  the  joy  of  the  Lord  was  your  ftrenth  ? 
Gofpel-confolation  is  a  great  furtherance  of  gofpel-fanc- 
tification.  Have  you  ever  experienced  a  gofpel-day  ; 
I  mean  not  a  day  of  preaching  only,  but  a  day  of  power? 
Why  then,  furely  willingnefs  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  holi- 
ncfs  was  wrought ;  **  Thy  people  ftiall  be  willing  in  the 
day  of  thy  power." — ^But  not  to  enlarge  this  i>fe  further, 
I  come  to  clofe  with  a  word,  by  way  of  Exhortation. 

And  our  Exhortation  Ihall  be  firft  to  unbelievers,  that 
are  under  the  law,  and  fo  under  the  commanding  and 
condemning  ftrength  of  fin.  Oh  !  Sirs,  d<jnot  ftay  there; 
for  it  is  a  fearful  ftate,  to  be  under  the  law,  and  under 
the  power  of  fin:  if  you  die  in  that  ftate,  you  muft  bear 
the  weight  of  your  fins  for  ever ;  and,  how  dreadful 
will  it  be,  when  God  fliall  open  the  treafures  of  his 
wrath,  and  fhut  the  bowels  of  his  mercy  for  ever  upon 
you  !  O  unbelievers  !  fee  the  neceflity  of  fleeing  to 
ChriR  and  his  righteoufnefs  :  think  not  to  pleafe  God 
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by  your  own  feeble  endeavours  ;  there  is  but  one  way 
in  all  the  world  to  get  from  under  the  law-curfe,  and 
fo  from  under  fin's  ruining  power,  and  that  is,  to  get 
in  to  Chritt,  who  hath  fulfilled,  and  is  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.  Where 
there  is  but  one  way,  there  is  no  room  for  confultation : 
were  there  many  ways  to  heaven,  you  might  confult 
which  to  take  ;  but  there  is  only  one,  Chrid  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life;  there  remains  no  more  facrifice 
for  fin.  If  a  man  were  fallen  into  a  great  ptt,  full  of 
fnakes,  and  ferpents,  and  fire,  and  all  that  can  be  ima- 
gined terrible  and  dreadful ;  and  there  Comes  one,  and 
calls  a  rope  into  this  deep  pit ;  will  there  be  need  of 
arguments  to  perfuade  the  man  to  take  hold  of  it  ?  He 
is  in  a  miferable  cafe,  and  there  is  no  other  way  to  help 
him  :  even  fo  here,  you  are  in  a  pit  full  of  fnakes,  and 
ferpents,  and  fire,  the  power  of  Satan,  the  lling  of  fin, 
the  fire  of  God's  wrath  ;  you  are  in  a  manner  in  hell 
already ;  and  God  has  fent  his  Son,  with  a  law-biding 
righteoulnefs"  in  him  ;  he  lets  down  this  rope,  that  poor 
perifhing  finners  may  lay  hold  upon  it :  what  will  you 
do  in  this  cafe  ?  will  you  put  off  time,  faying,  What  Ihall 
I  do  ?  when  there  is  no  other  way  left  for  you,  but  to 
come  to  Chritt,  as  the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs.  Alas! 
Hand  not  trifling  and  dallying  till  you  go  to  the  devil 
in  hell,  as  many  do.  Will  you  take  advifement  till  the 
next  year,  when,  for  ought  you  know,  you  may  be  in 
hell  the  next  hour  ?  Are  you  brought  to  that  queftion, 
**  What  Ihall  I  do  to  be  faved?"  There  is  no  other  anfwer 
in  the  world  to  be  given  to  it,  but  this  one,  **  Believe  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt,  and  you  fliall  be  faved;'''defpair  of 
life  by  the  law,  as  you  would  not  live  under  the  ruling, 
and  die  under  the  damning  ftrength  of  fin :  but  repair 
to  the  gofpel,  by  applying  the  promife  thereof;  for  there 
is^exhibite  to  you  the  faving  ftrength  of  Chritt.  Give 
up  with  the  old  covenant  of  works;  for  there  fui  reigns,  » 
through  want  of  righteoufnefs,  to  eternal  death  :  but 
take  hold  of  the  new  covenant  of  promife ;  for  there 
grace  reigns,  through  righteoufnefs,  unto  eternal  life,  by 
Jefus  Chi  ill  our  Lord,  Rom.  v.  21.  Be  content  not  to 
think  of  paying  a  farthing  of  your  own  d^bt.  to  tiv^  W«  ^ 
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and  to  be  obliged  to  Chrift  for  paying  it  ali  for  yon. 
To  believe  in  Ghritt,  is  to  come  out  from  under  the 
law,  that  you  may  be  under  grace :  and  to  come  under 
grace,  is  to  be  fubjedl  to  it,  fo  as  to  be  content  to  be  m 
grace's  debt,  and  that  grace  do  all  for  you  and  in  you, 
and  that  grace  be  glorified  in  you,  and  Chrift  glorified 
in  grace,  and  God  glorified  in  Chrift.  May  the  power 
of  grace  perfuade  you  to  flee  to  Chrift,  and  out  from 
under  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  fin. — I  might 
here  adduce  manifold  motives  and  direftions  >  but, 
referring  you  to  other  parallel  fubjefts,  and  having 
enlarged  fo  much  beyond  my  intent  in  the  preceding 
parts  of  this  difcourfe,  I  haftcn  to  a  conclufion.— 
Therefore, 

2^/y,  I  would  offer  a  Ihort  word  of  exhortation  to  be- 
lievers, th^t  are  not  under  the  law,  and  fo  are  delivered 
from  the  ftrength  of  fin.  O  let  it  be  your  care  to  ftudy 
conformity  to  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life,  fmce  you  are 
gracioufly  delivered  from  it  as  a  covenant  of  life  :  give 
evidence,  that  being  delivered  from-  the  law,  you  are 
delivered  from  the  ftrength  of  fin-:  fliake  oflT  the  power 
and  dominion  of  it ;  you  are  under  ftronger  obligations 
to  mortify  fin  than  any  in  the  world ;  yea,  than  Adam 
in  a  ttate  of  innocency ;  for  you  are  not  under  the  law 
that  he  was  under,  but  under  grace ;  and  grace  hath 
brought  you  to  pofl^efs  a  more  glorious  and  honourable 
righteviufnefs  than  ever  Adam  could  have  yielded, 
though  he  had  never  violate  the  covenant  of  works. 
Grace  gives  you  more  encouragement  to  obey  the  law, 
as  a  rule,  than  ever  Adam  had  to  obey  it,  as  a  cove-  ' 
nant.  You  have  fuch  grace  as  Adam  never  bad  in  that 
ftate,  even  grace  in  a  better  hand,  where  it  can  never 
be  loft.  Adam  never  had  a  title  to  life  by  the  covenant 
of  works,  becaufe  he  failed  in  the  condition  :  but  you 
have  a  title  to  life,  and  the  condition  alfoin  your  Head: 
**  Will  you  fin,  becaufe  you  are  under  grace?  God  for- 
bid." Will  you  turn  loofe,  and  carnal,  and  formal, 
becaufe  you  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace  ? 
God  forbid.  Will  you  hate  God,  becaufe  he  loves 
you  ?  Oh  !  monftrous  ingratitude  !  Becaufe  God  has 
ji  regard  for  your  happinefs,  wUl  you  have  no  regard 
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to,  bis  honour?    Becaufe  he  is  gracious,  will  you  be  un- 
grateful? Alas!   Tell  it  not  in  Gath! — Has  prace  juflifi- 
ed  you,  and  will  you  not  evidence  your  juftification  br 
your  fanftification  ?  — Has  grace  adopted  you,  and  will 
you  not  be  followers  of  God  as  dear  children? — Has  grace 
given  you  the  hope  of  glory,  and  will  you  not,  having 
this  hope, purify  yourfelf,even  as  he  is  pure! — Has  grace 
given  you  all   the  promifes,'  and  will  you  not,   having 
thefe  promifes,  clean  fe  yourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the 
flefh  and  fpirit,  perfedking  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  (3od  ? — 
O  give  evidence  that  you  are  not  under  the  law,  which 
is   the  ftrength  of  fin ;  but  under  grace,  which  is  the 
ilrength  of   holinefs.     If  you  \>q  under  grace,    furely 
you  will  have  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  the 
credit  of  grace,  that  the  gofpel  of  grace  be  not  reproach- 
ed as  an  Antinoraiaii  do£lrine  of  licentioufnefs.     We 
call  you  to  mortify  fin,   and  ftudy  holinefs  and  confor- 
mity to  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  life,  as  you  have  a  regard 
to  the  love  and  grace  of  God,  and  to  your. own  peace 
and  comfort;  for,  "  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  his 
law:"  as  you  have  a  regard  to  the  welfare  of  others,  and 
their  conviftion  and  converfion  ;   and  as  you  have  a  re- 
gard to  your  family  and  pofterity,  and  would  entail  a 
bleffing  ou  following  generations,  and  leave  a  bleflipg 
behind  you.     In  a  word,  it  is  by  your  holinefs  of  heart 
and  life,  that  the  power  of  grace  is  feen,  the  truth  of 
grace  is  tried,  the  beauty  of  grace  is  difcovered,   and 
the  comfort  of  grace  is  felt,  as  I  noticed  on  a  former 
occafion.     The  power  of  grace  will  not  be  feen,  if  you 
be   not  boly,  and  if  it  be  not  fo  powerful,  as  to  make 
the  hardeft  command  eafy  to  you  :    The  truth  of  grace 
will  not  be  evident  to  you,  if  you  be  not  holy  ;   for  fia 
will  caft  a  cloud  over  it :   The  beauty  of  grace  wiU  not 
appear  to  others,  if  you  be  not  holy;    they  will' fay. 
You  are  juft  like  neighbour  and  other,  if  you  do  not 
fliew  yourfaith  by  your  works:  The  comfort  of  grace  will 
not  accrue  to  you,  if  you  be   not  holy  ;   it  is   they  that 
walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  walk  in  the  comforts 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.     The  fvveets  of  religion,  and  the 
exercife  of  it  go  together.     Go  therefore  in  the  ftrength 
9i  grace,  leaning  upon  your  Beloved,  fetllt\^\iv^  ^x^xv<^ 
Vol.  V.  t  M  ^"^ 
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of  Chrift,  who  is  tlie  Lord  your  righteoufjiefs,  againfl: 
the  llrength  of  fin,  which  is  the  hiw.  The  mere  firm 
and  fixed  that  a  man's  faith  is,  wiiii  refpett  to  ChriH, 
as  the  end  of  the  law  fur  righteoufnefs,  the  more  faft  will 
he  follow  _the  Lord  ia  th^  works  of  hclinefs  ;  for  the 
true  believer  hath  two  feet,  as  I  Iiave  formerly  faid  elie- 
whcrc,  like  the  feet  d  a  pair  (»f  compaffes,  the  one  foot 
Hands  fall  in  the  centre,  and  the  other  draws  the  line, 
and  goes  round ;  now,  if  tne  foot  that  is  in  the  centre 
d)  \vA  fiand  firm  and  fixed,  if  it  move  out  of  its  place 
while  the  line  is  a  drawing,  then  the  other  foot  can  ne- 
ver make  an  exact  circle  :  f  >  here,  the  believer  hath 
two  feet,  the  one  is  the  alfured  faith  of  juftifying  grace, 
this  fliould  be  illll  firmly  fixed  in  its  centre  Chriit,  the 
Lcrd  our  righteoufnefs;  the  other  foot  is  gofpel-obedi- 
^wcQ^  and  a  holy  walk  influenced  by  faith,  and  this 
lliould  be  always  moving  abv-^ut  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
and  running  its  holy  round  of  fpiritual  duties  :  now^  if 
one  foot,  namely,  the  faith  of  juftifying  grace,  be  not 
fixed,  and  firmly  eftablifhed  in  its  centre,  then  the  o- 
ther  foot,  namely,  that  of  obedience,  cannot  perform 
Its  motion  with  any  exaftnefs.  V/hile  a  believer  is  fix- 
ed in  the  faith  of  God's  grace  and  love,  then  this  love 
conllrains  him  to  obedience;  but  when  his  faith  begins 
to  waver  and  totter,  and  he  begins  to  jealoufe  tlic  Lord's 
love,  and  to  deny  his  grace,  then  he  lofes  his  heart, 
and  flrength,  and  courage;  and  fo,  by  an  evil  heart  cf 
unbeiief,  departs  from  the  living  God.  O  then,  feek  to 
be  firmly  fixed  in  the  faith  of  divine  grace,  and  in  the 
full  afTurance  of  your  privilege,  that  you  are  not  under 
tlie  law,  bat  under  grace;  then  fliall  you  be  able  to  mor- 
tify fin  with  fuccefs.  And,  fecinjij  the  mod  thankftil 
believer  is  the  mofl:  obedient,  entertain  ftill  a  thankful 
remembrance  of  your  merciful  deliverance  from  the 
law,  and  let  the  apofile's  fong  of  viftory  in  the  text  be 
much  in  your  hearts  and  mouths,  ''  O  death,  whefe  is 
thy  iling?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  The  ftingof 
death  is  fin,  and  the  flrength  of  fin  is  the  law  :  but 
thanks  be  to  God,  which  givetb  us  the  viftory,  through 
t;ur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.'* 

SER. 
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SERMON     LXXIX. 

I 

GOD'S    Great    Name,    the   Ground  and   Reafcm   of 
favlng  Great  Sinners."* 

Psalm  cvi.  8. 
Ncvertkelefs^  be  faved  tbem  for  Lis  name^s  fake* 


Ty/TY  friends,  the  facramental  cup  that  fome  of  j-cu 
^^  have  in  view%  is  a  cupof  falvation;  and  thofethat 
adventure  to  take  that  cup  into  their, hand,  had  need  to 
be  perfons  duly  informed,  and  heartily  concerned  about 
falvation.  The  very  nrlt  piece  of  heart-exercife  in  all  that 
are  efFedlually  convinced  and  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  fin 
and  fear  of  wrath,  is  that  or  the  like  queftion,  arifing 
.  from  the  bottom  of  the  heart;  Men  and  brethren^  wbaf 
Jhall  I  do  to  be  faved?  Surely  they  are  not  fit  for  a  com- 
iTiunion-table,  who  have'  never  yet  come  this  length  in 
religion,  fo  as  to  be  more  concerned  about  falvation, 
and  the  refolution  of  this  queftion,  than  ever  they  were 
about  any  temporal  concern  in  the  world ;  for  fuch  as 
ftand  fair  tabe  worthy  communicants,  they  have  come 
yet  a  greater  length  than  this,  namely,  to  get  that  quef- 
tion refolved  to  their  fatisfaftion,  and  their  mind  fpiri* 
tually  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  the  method  of 
falvation  through  Chrift,  fo  as  to  fee  upon  what  terms, 
and  for  what  reafon  it  is  that  God  faves  them;  and  par- 
ticularly, that  there  is  no  reafon  why  he  Ihould  fave 
them,  unlefs  he  bring  the  reafon  from  himfelf,  that  ic 

♦  This  fubjc<ft  \va^  finifhed  in  one  fermon,  preached  at  Carnock, 
July  1 8th,  1730.  before  the  adminiib*aUon  of  the  facrameiit  of  the 
Lbrd*s  flipper. 

.      ^1%  will 
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will  nat  be  for  their  fake,  but  for  his  own.  God's 
great  end,  in  all  his  works,  is  the  glory  -of  his  own 
.name;  and  efpecially  his  work  of  faving  fmners  through 
Chrill ;  and  that  which  makes  it  a  great  work,  is,  be- 
caufe  his  great  name  is  fo  much  concerned  therein,  and 
magnified  thereb}'-,  that  it  is  not  fo. greatly  glorified  any 
other  way,  as  it  is  here.  God  propofes,^  in  this  v/ork, 
that  the  loftinefs  of  man  Ihall  be  brought  down,  and  the 
Lord  alone  exalted  ;  and  hence  all  whom  he  faves,  he 
humbles  them  fo  low  for  their  fin  and  wickednefs,  as 
that  to  bring  them  to  this  acknowledgement,  that,  if 
even  God  fave  them,  it  will  be  owing,  not  unto  them, 
not  unto  them,  but  unto  his  own  glorious  name.  What 
thought  and  concern  about  falvation  ye  have,  I  know 
not ;  but  if  ye  be  of  thefc  that  believe,  to  the  faving  of 
your  fouls,  you  will  fee  fo  much  of  your  own  finfalnefs 
and  guiltinefs  before  God,  that  you  will  be  brought  to 
defpair  of.  falvation  in  any  other  way,  and  upon  any  o- 
ther  account,  than  that  which  was  his  method  of  faving 
Ifrael  of  old  ;  Never tbelefsy  be  faved  tbem  for  bis  name^s 
fake. 

How  this  people  finned,  we  are  told  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding verfes ;  and  how  God  faved  them,  we  are  told 
here  in  the  text ;  Nevertbelefs^  be  fved  tbem  for  bis 
name' s  fake*  The  more  full  hiftory  of  their  finning,  even 
in  the  extremity  of  danger  they  were  in,  and  of  God's 
faving  them  at  the  Red-fea,  ye  have  Exod.  xiv.  through- 
out.  And  concerning  this  wonderful  falvation,  there 
are  four  things  ye  may  notice  in  the  words. 

1.  We  have  a  glorious  Saviour  in  the  pronoun,  He^ 
namelj',  Jehovah,  the  great  God,  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  that  appeared  to 
Mofes  in  the  bufn,  and  delivered  Ifrael  by  the  hand  of 
Mofes.  He  is  the  Saviour  ;  even  he  that  fays,  *^  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth  ;  (or  I 
am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe." 

2.  The  grievous  finners  whom  he  faved,  in  the  word, 
th-m;  He  fa^sed  tbem:  namely,  the  Ifraelites,  his  pro- 
fefiin^  ^leople,  when  they  were  in  great  peril,  having 
the  Red-fea  before  them,  the  rude  enemy  behind  them, 
and  inaccefiible  inountaitis  on  each  lide  of  thera  :  in  tlie 
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greateft  extremity, and  yet  a  finful  people;  finning  againft 
Gad  even  in  that  extremity;  yet,  he  laved  them. 

3.  The  great  argument  that  moved  him  to  fuve  them, 
or  upon  what  account  he  thus  appeared;  it  was,  for  his 
name's  fake;  that  is,  for  his  own  fake,  as  Hezekiah  prays 
to  be  faved  from  Sennacherib,  Ifa.  xxxvii.  20.  '^  That 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know,  that  thou  art 
the  Lord,  even  thou  only  :"  or,  for  thy  name's  fake  ; 
that  is,  for  thy  glory's  fake,  Pfal.  Ixxix.  9.  "  Help  us,  O 
God  of  our  falvation,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name;  and  de- 
liver us,  and  purge  away  our  fins,  for  thy  name's  fake:" 
That  is,  alfo  fur  thy  mercy's  fake,  for  thy  goodnefs  fake ; 
or,  becaufe  they  were  called  by  his  name;  this  is  urged, 
Jer.  xiv.  9.—''  Thou,  O  Lord,  art  in  the  midft  of  us, 
and  we  are  called  by  thy  name,  leave  us  not." 

4.  The  marvellous  nature  and  circumttance  of  this  fal- 
vation, in  the  v/ord,  Neverthelefs;  the  glory  of  divine 
mercy  is  herein  magnified,  that  he  faved  them  fcr  his 
name's  fake,  with  a  non  ohftante^  with  a  neverthelefs  ; 
that  is,  notwithflanding  all  their  fin,  tho'  their  fin  cried  to 
God,  not  to  fave  them,  but  to  damn  them  ;  not  to  help' 
them,  but  to  deftroy  them ;   Neverthelefs^   he  faved  tbem 

for  bis  name'^s  fakey  notwithflanding  their  provocations. 

Observ.  That  when  Ocd  faves  finners,  or  a  finful 
pepple;  he  does  it  for  his  name^s  fake,  notwithftand- 
.    ing  their  provocation,  whereby  they  forfeit  his  help, 
and  deferve  dellruftitn. 

I  Ihall  Firft  premifc  fome  general  pofitions  for  clearing 
the  text  and  doftrine.  Secondly^  Illuftrate  the  truth  of 
the  doftrine,  from  forae  parallel  texts  of  fcripture.  ♦ 

i/>,  I  ftiall  premife  fomc  general  pofitions  for  clearing 
the  text  and  doftrine. 

Firft  pofition,  *'  That  the  falvation  and  temporal  de- 
liverance that  God,  fdi- his  name's  fake,  v/rought  for 
Ifrael  of  old,  in  bringing  them  out  of  Egj'^pt  through  the 
Red-fea  to  Canaan,  was  typical  of  the  great  falvation 
from  fin  and  wrath,  to  eternal  life,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift;" 
which  fpiritual  and  eternal  falvation  this  text  itfelf  leads 
me  to  fpeajt  of,  not  excluding  the  teTnY^ox^X  ^^^vn^'^xnsi.^^ 

M  3  ^^- 
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reniarliable  appearances  of  divine  providence,  for  the 
vifible  church  in  general.  As  IfraePs  fin  and  provoca- 
tion, and  the  judgments  that  came  on  them  for  the  fame, 
was  cur  example  and  warning-piece,  i  Cor.  x.  6.;  and 
great  dellrudtions  happened  for  enfamples  and  types,  ver. 
11.  ''  And  written  fur  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come:"  fo  the  great  deliverances 
Gjd  wrought  for  them,  were  types  of  the  great  falvati- 
cn  that  Gud  works  for  finnej*s,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  ;  or,  For  his  name's 
fake. 

Second  Pofition.  '^  Many  unconverted  perfons,  in  the 
viable  cliurch,  may  be  delivered  from  temporal  judg- 
ments, and  iavtd  of  Gtd  only  in  outward  refpedls,  and 
that  for  his  name's  fakej  fodoubtlefs,  many  unconverted 
perfons  were  among  the  Ifraelites  ;  yea,  moil  of  them 
gave  difcovorics  tliat  they  were  fo.''  They  forfeited 
his  help  in  many  refpedls  ;  yet  he  faved  them  in  many 
rcfpefts,  for  his  name's  fake.  See  Ezek.  xxxvi.  22,"  23. 
*'  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  I  do  not  this  for  your  fakes,  O 
houfe  of  Ifrael ;  but  for  ray  holy  name's  fake  : — Not  for 
your  fakes  do  I  this,  faith  the  Lord  God;  be  it  known 
unto  you."  Their  llavery  was  fo  great,  that  it  opened 
tlie  mouth  of  the  heathen,  as  if  the  God  of  Ifrael  were 
no  God;  therefore  God,  for  his^ name's  fake,  helped  them. 
See  alio  Deut.  ix.  5.  Ifrael  was  bad  enough,  but  the 
heathen  were  no  better,  but  rather  worie  ;  therefore,  for 
his  name's  i'akc,  he  appeared.  Many  whom  God  will 
not  be  merciful  to  in  the  world,  may  yet,' for  his  name's 
foike,  be  delivered  in  time. 

Third  Pofition.  ^^  Gracious  fouls  do  too  much  forfeit 
G*;d's  help  in  time  of  danger,  and  deferve  to  be  forfak- 
cn  of  Gjd,  and  expofcd  to  mifery;  yet,  for  his  name's 
fake,  he  faved  them ;"  this  is  their  acknowledgment, 
as  you  fee  in  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  /  am  not  nvortby  of 
the  leaft  of  all  thy  viercies.  Even  fo  does  the  church  ac- 
knowledge, Ezra  ix.  8.  13.  and  Lam.  iii.  22.  It  is  of 
the  Lord'^s  mercy  that  we  are  not  confumed.     And  again, 

Fourth  Pofition.  "  God  may  punifti  his  people  dole- 
fully, whom  yet,  for  his  name's  fake,  he  will  not  del- 
troy;''  as  in  rhcfc  inllanccs  jull  now  recited.     See  Jer. 
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XXX.  10.  God  may  punifli  his  people  for  their  fin  Ic- 
verely,  whom  yet  he  will  fave  eternally,  for  his  name's 
fake  ;  yea,  and  punifii  them  more  than  others,  Ariios 
iv.  6, — 13.  and  iii.  2.  ''  You  only  have  I  known  <  f  all 
the  families  of  the  earth;  therefore  I  will  punifli  you  for 
all  your  iniquities. '^  Thofe  whom,  for  his  name's  fake, 
he  faved  from  fin  to  eternity,  he  will  make  them  feci  it 
to  be  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  in  time. 

Fifth  Pofition  is,  ^'  God  may  fave  a  vifible  church,  in 
many  outward  rcfpedls,  for  the  fake  of  his  name,  which 
he  rcf'lves  to  magnify,  efpecially,  in  behalf  of  his  invi- 
fible  remnant  among  tliem,  his  hidden  ones  ;"  Ifa.  i.  xo, 
*'  Except  the  Lord  of  hofts  had  left  unto  us  a  very  fmall 
remnant,  we  lliould  have  been  as  Sodom,  and  we  fticuid 
have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah."  Many  arc  faved  with 
a  temporal  falvation,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  whom  God  re- 
Itjlves,  f)r  his  name's  fake  to  fave  with  eternal  falvation. 
Hence  it  is  faid,  with  refpeft  to  the  day  of  outward  ca- 
lamity, that,  for  the  eleiVs  fake,  thefe  days  fhall  be 
lliortened.  The  wicked  are  more  obliged  to  Gcd's  peu* 
pie  than  they  arc  aware  of.     Hence, 

Sixth  Pofition  is,  *'  That  that  faivation,  wherein  God^s 
name  is  moll  concerned,  is  falvation  in  Chrill  Jefus  to 
eternal  life ;"  wherein  he  brings  finners  from  darknefs 
to  light,  and  from  the  pi>wer  of  Satan  unto  God  ;  from 
death  to  life  ;  from  a  .hell  of  fin  and  mifery  to  a  heaven 

of  .holinefs  and    happinefs. Having  propofed  thefe 

things  fliortJy  for  clearing  the  text  and  doftrine  in  the 
general ;  before  I  proceed  to  the  particular  parts  there- 
of, I  ihall, 

idly^  Prove  the  do£lrine  by  fcripture  infiances;  Er^ek. 
XX.  8,  9.  Read  i  Sam.  xii.  22.  Ifa.  xlviii.  22.  25. 
Confider,  for  this  purpofe,  God's  promifcs ;  fuch  as, 
Ifa.  xlviii.  8,  9.  11.  His  people's  prayers;  fuch  as, 
Jer.  xiv.  7.  But  an  induftion  of  particulars,  to  this' 
purpofe,  may  afterwards  occur  for  the  confirmation. 

Now  having  premifed  fome  things,  a.id  confirmed 
the  dodrine,  the  method  may  be  as  follows, 

I.  To  enquire  what  is  that  name  of  God,  for  the  fake 
of  which  be  faves. 
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II.  What  it  is  for  God  to  fave  for  his  name's  fake. 

III.  V/hat  falvation  he  works  for  his  name's  f^ike. 

IV.  V/hat  is  imported  in  this  Nevertbelefs\  or,  in 
God's  faving  with  a  notwitbfumdhig  ;  and  fo  over 
what  impediments,  real  provocations,  and  feeming 
impoffibility,  he  brings  about  this  falvation  for  his 
name's  fake. 

V.  Offer  feme  reafons  why  he  thus  faves  for  his  name's 
fake. 

VI.  Deduce  forae  inferences  from  the  whole,  for  the 
application. 

I.  I  am  to  enquire  what  is  the  name  of  God,  for  the 
fake  of  wliich  be  faves.     And, 

I.  By  the  name  of  God  we  may  underftand his  being, 
or  God  himfelf;  Deut.  xxviii.  58.  "  That  thou  mayell 
fear  this  glorious  and  dreadful  name,  The  Lordtby  God.'^ 
Our  Lord  Jefus  commands  his  apollles,  to  go  and  teach 
[or,  difclpllne'\  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghpft,  Matth.  xxviii.  19. 
Whatever  then  is  intended  by  the  name  of  God,  each  of 
the  adorable  perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  ^re  equally 
concerned  therein.  It  is  a  name  common  to  them  all ; 
and  in  this  fenfe  they  have  not  diftinft  or  diverfe  names; 
for  it  is  not  limply  the  name  Father,  and  the  name  Son, 
and  the  name  Holy  Ghoft  that  is  intended,  but  the  name 
cf  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  Grod.  By 
the  name  of  God  then,  is  meant  God  himfelf;  and  to 
fave,  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  fave  for  his  own  fake,  as 
he  fays,  Ifa.  xliii.  20.  *'  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth 
out  thy  tranfgreffions,  for  mine  own  fake."  •  We  find 
the  names  of  things,  taken  for  the  things  themfelvcs ; 
*'  A  few  names  in  Sardis;"  that  is,  a  few  perfons. 

.  2.  By  the  name  of  God,  we  may  underftand  the  au- 
thority of  God;  that  is,  his  abfolute  right  and  power  to 
do  what  he  pleafes  with  his  own  creatures.  He  hath 
right  to  order,  and  power  to  execute,  whatfoev6r  he  will 
concerning  them  f  **  My  counfel  ftiall  ftand,  and  I  will  do 
all  my  pleafure,"  Ifa.  xlvi.  10.;  fo  that  when  he  faves, 

for 
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for  his  name^s  fake,  be  faves  for  the  fake  of  his  fove- 
reign  will  and  pleafure,  and  for  manifefting  his  own 
abfolute  authority ;  his  right  and  might  to  effeftuate 
what  he  pleafes. 

3.  By  the  name  of  God,  we  may  tmderftand  the 
Chrift  of  God  ;  for  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  whole 
name  and  authority  of  God;  Exod.  xxiii.  21.  **  Beware 
of  him,  and  obey  his  voice,  provoke  him  not ;  for  he  will 
not  pardon  your  tranfgreiri:ms ;  for  my  name  is  in  him/* 
But  in  cafe  any  lliould  think.  Is  it  not  a  part  of  God's 
name,  that  he  pardons  iniquity,  tranfgreffion,  and  fin  ? 
Why  then  is  it  faid  of  Ghrill,  '*  He  will  not  pardon  youf 
iniquity,  for  my  name  is  in  him  r"  I  anfwer,  The  par- 
don here  is  not  a  pardjn  that  refpefts  condemnation,  aifd 
freedom  from  hell ;  but,  caftigation,  as  a  father  is  faid 
to  pardon  a  child,  when  hii  will  n'>t  fpare  the  rod,  nor 
forbear  to  chaftcn  :  thus  he  will  not  pardon  your  iniqui- 
ty, without  takin?  vengeance  on  your  inventions  ;  *'  For 
my  name  is  in  him  ;"  i.e.  my  authority  is  in  him.  Chrift 
is  the  very  name  of  God ;  and  when  he  pardons  for 
his  name's  fake,  he  pardons  for  his  Chrift's  fake  :  thua 
the  Old-Teflament  faints,  as  they  ufed  to  pray  to  be 
faved  of  God,  for  his  name's  fake,  fo  they  fometime  pray 
for  his  word's  fake,  2  Sam.  vii.  21.;  that  is,  forChrill's 
fake,  the  Word  that  was  made  flefli;  for  the  fame  prayer 
is  rendered,  *'  For  thy  Servant's  fake,"  iChron.xvii.  19. 
To  this  purpofe,  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  9.  David's  prayer  is, 
*^  Behold,  O  God,  our  Shield;  look  upon  the  face  of  thine 
Anointed :"  And  Daniel's  prayer  is,*  For  the  Lord's  fake,* 
Dan,  ix.  17.  And,  O  but  God  hath  done  much,  and 
will  do  much  for  Chrift  ;  becaufe  his  name  is  in  him, 
and  in  him  he  is  well-pleafed  and  reconciled. 

4.  By  the  name  of  God  we  are  to  underftand,  the 
attributes  of  God.     I  ftiall  mention  fome  of  thefe. 

(i.)  His  Power  is  his  name,  and  for  the  fake  of  that 
he  favfts,  as  in  the  text ;  **  He  faved  them  for  his  name's 
fake,  that  he  might  make  his  mighty  power  known." 
Compare  Exod.xix.  16.  and  Rom.  ix.  17.  For  this  caufe 
God  raifed  up  Pharaoh,  that  he  might  fliew  his  mighty 
power  in  him, that  hisname  might  bedeclared  throughout 
all  the  earth, even  his  mighty  power  itvfavvxv<jjQt\J^^.^V^"Nik. 
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of  his  hand.  This  argument  Mofes  makes  ufc  of,  to 
divert  God's  threatened  wrath,  Numb.  xiv.  15, 16.  This 
is  the  name  God  manifefls  to  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  i. 
"  I. am  God  Almighty;  w&lk  before  me,  and  be  thou 
perfect."  And  the  three  children,  Dan,  iii.  17.  have 
recourfe  to  this  name  ;  "  Our  God  v/hom  we  lerve,  is 
able  t'j  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  and 
he  will  deliver  us."  If  there  be  any  thing  that  Hands 
in  the  way  of  the  accomplifliment  of  his  promifes,  he  is 
able  to  remove  it ;  fo  Abraham's  faith  fixed  here,  Rom. 
iv.  21.  "  Being  thusperfuaded,  that  he  that  had  promifed, 
was  able  alfo  to  perform."  V/hen  God  faves  for  his 
name's  fake,  it  is  for  the  fake  of  his  power,  to  Ihew, 
that  he  is  able  to  do  above  all  that  we  are  able  to  alk 
or  think ;  that  he  is  able  to  do  above  our  wants,  above 
our  deferts,  above  our  prayers,  and  above  our.thoughts : 
we  cannot  want  more  than  he  can  give  :  we  cannot  pray 
for  fo  much  as  he  can  bellow;  we  are  not  able  to  think 
what  he  can  do.  God's  power  is  a  part  of  his  name, 
that  faith  may  take  hold  of  for  falvation,  and  flee  unto, 
even  when  there  is  no  explicite  view  of  his  will ;  thus 
faith  the  leper,"  If  thou  wilt,  thou  canfl:  make  me  clean." 
I  cannot  tell  if  he  will  help  me,  afoul  may  fay, but  I  know 
he  is  able,  and  I  am  called  to  truft  in  his  powerful  name, 
and  to  take  hold  of  his  Ilrength,  Ifa.  xxvi.  24.  chap, 
xxvii.  5.  While  you  can  do  no  better,  it  is  good  to  trufl: 
in  his  power,  and  put  his  will  in  his  own  difcretion,  and 
refer  that  to  himfelf ;  that  foul  is  not  far  behind. 

(2.)  His  Mercy  is  another  part  of  his  name :  when  he 
faves  for  his  name's  fake,  he  faves  for  his  mercy's  fake; 
^'  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity, 
and  paffeth  by  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  remnant  of  his 
heritage  ?  He  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufc 
he  delighteth  in  mercy,"  Micah  vii.  18.  He  is,  The  Lordy 
the  Lord  God^  merciful  and  gracious^  Exod.  xxxiii.  6. 
He  fo  far  delights  in  mercy,  that  mercy  rejoices  over 
judgment,  James  ii.  13.  Hence  the  Pfalmift's  prayer  is, 
Pfalm  vi.  4.  "  Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  foul,  for  thy 
mercy's  fake:"  and,  Pfalm  Ixxix.  8.  "  O  remember  not 
againft  us  former  iniquities;  let  thy  tender  n^ercyfpeedily 
prevent  us,  for  we  are  brought  very  low:"  and,  ver.  9. 
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**  Help,OGodof  our  falvation,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name; 
deliver  us,  and  pur^e  away  our  fins,  for  thy  name's  fake.'* 
David  had  fainted-  unlcfs  he  had  believed  to  fee  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  Lord,  Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  Out  of  a  fenfe  of  mifery, 
we  ought  to  go  t  J  the  fountain  of  mercy,  and  fo  look  to 
be  faved  for  his  name's  fake. 

(3.)  IlisAVlfdom  is  another  part  of  his  name:  "  The 
Lord  isaGodoflcnovvledge,by  him  a6\ions  are  weighed,'* 
I  Sam.  ii.  3.:  Yea,  ILs  imdcrfcaucling  Is  iiifnitt^.  The 
pfalmiit  taiccs  up  the  vvifdoni  of  Gud  as  his  name,  and 
lor  the  fake  thereof  fceks  to  be  led  and  guided  ;  *'  For 
thy  name's  fake  lead  me  and  guide  me,"  Pfalmxxxi.3, 
God,  in  faving  finners,  through  Chriil,  has  fuch  a  re- 
gard to  his  name,  as  a  God  of  infinite  wifdom,  that  in 
this  method  of  falvation,  the  manifold  wifdcm  of  God 
is  lliown,  Eph.  iii,  10. 

(4.)  His  Truth  and  Faitlifulnefs  is  another  part  of  his 
name,  for  the  fake  of  which  he  faves  and  fhevvs  mercyi 
*'  His  mercies  are  new  every  morning:  great  is  thy  faith- 
fulnefs,"  Lam.  iii.  3.  It  is  declared  to  be  one  of  the 
capital  letters  of  his  name,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  Abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  truth  :  and  hence,  how  often  did  God 
remember,  toward  Ifrael,  his  promife  to  Abraham,  L^aac, 
and  Jacob,  notwithftanding  their  fin?  Read  Pfalm  cv.  8, 
9,  10.  2  Kings  xiii.  23.  And,  O  what  will  not  God  do 
for  his  truth's  fake,  for  his  promife'  fake!  for.  He  is  7idt 
man  that  be  JJjou/d  lye.  He  that,  for  his  mercy's  fake, 
makes  .the  promife,  will,  for  his  truth's  fake  accomplifli 
it ;  **  Thou  v/llt  perform  the  truth  to  Jacob,  and  the 
mercy  to  Abraham,  which  tbai  liall  fworn  unto  our 
fathers  from  the  days  of  old,"  Micah  vii.  20.  In  faving 
finners,  thro'  Chriil,  his  truth  is  exceedingly  manifelled; 
his  truth  in  fulfilling  the  threatening  of  the  law  upon 
the  Surety,  in  the  room  of  the  finncr  :  his  truth  in  ful- 
filling the  promifes  of  the  gofpcl,  that  are  all  Yea  and 
Amen  in  Chriil ;  his  truth  and  faithfulnefs  in  fulfilling 
the  promife  made  to  Chriil  in  the  eternal  compaft; 
which  may  be  part  of  the  meaning  of  that  word,  Kom. 
iii.  25.  "  To  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion 
of  fin,"  through  that  propitiation  :  when  God  forgives 
^n  through  his  blood,  he  declares  his  righteoufnefs  and 
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faithfulnefs  in  his  promife  made  to  Chrift,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  feeing  his  feed,  upon  his  giving  his  foul  an 
offering  for  fin,  Ifa.  liii.  10. 

(5.)  His  juftice  is  another  part  of  his  name,  for  the 
fake  of  which  he  faves,  and  works  falvation.  The  juf- 
tice of  God  may  be  viewed  as  either  retributive  or  vin- 
diftive  :  Retributive  juftice  is  that  for  the  fake  of  which 
he  faves  either  more  generally,  or  in  a  more  fpecial 
way  :  In  a  general  way,  even  fome  wicked  finners  in 
the  vifible  church  may  be  unjuftly  oppreffed  by  their 
enemies  that  are  more  wicked  than  they,  as  Ifrael  was 
by  the  Egyptians  ;  therefore  God  righteoufly  took  ven- 
geance on  them,  and  delivered  Ifrael.  In  a  fpecial  way 
it  may  be  viewed  in  the  faints  themfelves,  who  are  fin- 
ners ;  yet,  becaufe  objects  of  promifed  mercy  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  therefore  he  faves  and  delivers  for  his  righteouf- 
iiefs  and  juftice'  fake ;  "  Quicken  me,  O  Lord,  for 
thy  name's  fake :  for  thy  righteoufnefs  fake  bring  my 
foul  out  of  trouble,"  Pfal.  cxliii.  it.  Thus  he  is  faid  to 
uphold  his  people  with  the  right-hand  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
Ifa.  xli.  10. — His  vindiftive  juftice  is  alfo  that  for  the 
fake  whereof  he  faves,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  its  having 
got  full  fatisfadtion  ;  and  fo  we  ordinarily  underttand, 
Rom.  iii.  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propi- 
tiation, through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righte- 
oufnefs, for  the  remiffion  of  the  fins  that  are  paft,  through 
the  forbearance  of  God. "~  It  is  ordinary  for  people  to 
feek  to  be  faved  for  his  mercy'sfake;  but  believing  views 
of  juftice  fatisfied,  and  God  reconciled  in  Chrift,  would 
make  the  foul  as  freely  and  boldly  feek  to  be  faved  for 
juftice's  fake  in  and  through  Chrift  the  atonement,  in 
whom  that  name  of  God,  Juftice,  hath  more  glorious 
fatisfaStion  than  ever  it  will  have  in  the  damnation  of 
finners.  This  is  exprefsly  God's  name,  Exod.  xxxiv.  7. 
*'  Keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity,  tranf- 
greflion,  and  fin;  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty  :"  that  is,  in  difpenfing  mercy,  he  will  be  fo  far 
from  difpenfing  with  juftice,  that,  by  no  means,  will  he 
Ihew  mercy,  in  pardoning  fin  to  the  finner,  without  the 
higheft  refpeft  to  juftice,  iu  puiiifliing  fin  in  the  Surety, 
in  whom  his  vindidlive  juJlvce^  uVAT\^Ntx\^^a.iice  on  fin, 
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is  fo  cleared  and  vindicated,  that  when  he  pardons  fin^ 
through  Ghrift,  he  is  as  juft  iu  pardoning  fin,  as  he  is 
merciful  in  doing  fo  ;  for  he  has  fo  ordained  it,  to  the 
glory  of  his  great  name,  *'  That  he  might  be  juil,  and 
the  juftifier  of  them  that  believe  in  Jefus." 

(6.)  His  Holinefs  is  a  part  of  his  name,  for  the  fake 
of  which  he  faves.  This  is  declared  to  be  his  name, 
Exod.  XV.  II.  "  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  glorious  in  holi- 
nefs." Ifa,  Ivii.  15.  '*  The  high  and  lofty  One,  that  in- 
habited! eternity,  whofe  name  is  holy."  For  the  fake  of 
this  he  pities  and  faves,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  21.  "  But  I  had 
pity,  for  my  holy  name's  fake,  which  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
had  profaned  among  the  heathen:"  Hence  read,  ver.  22. 
'  Ido  not  thiafor  your  fake,  but  for  mine  holy  name's  fake.' 
God,  in  favi'ng  finners,  thro'  Chrill's  righteoufnefs,  hath 
his  holinefs,  in  the  precept  of  the  law,  as  much  magnified 
by  the  adliveobedienceof  Chrifl:,ashisjufticein  the  threat- 
ening of  the  law  is  magnified  by  his  paffive  obedience- 

I  might  here  mention  the  Providence  of  God,  as  a  part 
of  his  name,  his  watchful  care  over  his  people;  *^  For  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro,  to  flie.w  himfelf  ftrong  in 
tiieir  behalf,"  2  Chron.  xvi.  9.  He  rules  and  over-rules 
all  for  their  good. — I  might  mention  his  Titles,  whereby 
he  is  defigned;  fuch  as,  *♦  The  Lord  of  hofts;  the  mighty 
God  ;  the  King  of  kings." — And  I  might  likewife  notice 
his  Word,  which  he  is  faid  to  magnify  above  all  his  name. 
But,  in  a  word,  as  the  name  is  that  by  which  any  thing 
or  perfon  is  known  ;  fo  the  name  of  God  is  the  very 
thing  whereby  he  makes  himfelf  known  ;  whether  it  be 
in  his  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  words,  or  works.  He 
hath  made  himfelf  known  by  his  works  of  creation  and 
providence;  but  athoufand  times  more  clearly  in  the  work 
of  redemption  and  falvation;  herein  appear,  not  only  thofc 
attributes  that  fhine  in  creation  and  providence,  but  alfo 
fome  perfeftion  of  the  divine  nature,  that  would  not  have 
been  difplayed,  in  cafe  the  firft  covenant  had  flood;  fuch 
as  the  infinite  mercy  and  patience  of  God  toward  guilty 
finners:  nor  fuch  a  pitch  of  condefcenficn  as  he  hath  here 
difcovered  ;  nay,  nor  any  other  attribute  had  fliined 
forth  in  fuch  luftre  an4  beauty  as  here  it  doth :  there- 
fore, while  Sataa  tjiought  to  have  dek^^d  \.V^  tc^xsi^  ^ 
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God,  that  he  wrote  upon  tlie  creature  at  firft,  behold 
how  infinite  wifdom  counteracts  him,  and  makes  that 
the  occafion  of  making  his  name  more  known  than  be- 
fore. Thefe  attributes  of  God,  therefore,  that  are  difn 
played  in  the  new  covenant  of  grace,  and  exerted  in  the 
falvation  of  finners  according  to  that  covenant,  is  that 
iiame  of  God  that  is  principally  here  to  be.  confidered. 

IF.  The  Second  thing  was,  To  fliew,  what  it  is  for 
God  to  fave  for  his  name's  fake ;  or,  for  the  fake  of 
his  name.  Having  cleared  what  his  narhe  is  :  What  is 
it,  I  fay,  for  God  to  fave  for  his  name's  fake  ? 

In  general,  befide  what  has  been  faid,  God's  faving 
for  his  name's  fake,  imports,  I  think,  his  making  his 
name  the  all  of  our  falvation,  becaufe  the  finful  crea- 
ture is  nothing,  hath  nothing,  will  do  nothing,  can  do 
nothing  in  the  affair  of  his  own  falvation;  therefore 
God  himfelf  will  be  all,  and  do  all :  Ifa.  lix.  16.  and 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  5.  "  He  locked,  and  there  was  none  to  help  : 
therefjre  his  own  arm  brought  falvation."  Thus  God  de- 
ligned  to  fhewhimfelf  to  be  all  in  all. — More  particularly, 

1.  For  God  to  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  make 
his  name  the  motive  whence  he  faves.  What  moved 
him  to  fave  any  guilty  finner?  It  is  his  name ;  his  own 
mercy  moved  him  ;  his  own  grace  moved  him  ;  his  own 
bowels  of  pity  and  compaffion  moved  him ;  his  own  love 
moved  him;  his  own  name  moved  him:  "  God  fo loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
foever  believeth  in  him,  fliould  not  perifli,  but  have 
everlalling  life." 

2.  For  God  to  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  make 
his  name  the  reafon  why  he  faves.  Tho'  his  name  be 
the  motive,  yet  fome  may  think  there  is  furely  forae  rea- 
fon drawn  from  the  creature:  Arminians  fay,  that  it 
Vw'-as  the  forefight  of  faith  and  good  works,  that  he  fore- 
faw  fo:Tie  v/ould  be  better  than  others,  and  improve  the 
means  better;  and  for  this  realign  he  would  fave  them  : 
but  the  word  of  (^od  fays  otherwife,  Deut.  vii.  7,  8; 
God  loves  finners,  becaufe  he  loves  them.  His  iovt- 
reign  mercy  is  the  caufc  of  his  fliewing  mercy;  "I will 

have  mercy  on  whom  I  \v\\\  \\ave  metc,^,"  Rom*  ix.  15. 
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3.  To  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  make  his  name 
the  matter  of  their  falvation,  in  as  much  as  his  name 
itfelf  is  their  falvation.  His  name  is  their  ftrong  tower, 
Prov.  xviii.  10.  His  name,  the  eternal  Cod  hxmkXi^  is 
their  refuge,  Deut.  xxxiii.  27.  Infomuch,  that  whom  he 
faves,  they  have  not  only  falvation  from  him,  but  in  him ; 
*'  Ifrael  fhall  be  faved  in  the  Lord  with  an  everlallirg 
falvation,"-  Ifa.  xlv.  17.  Chrift,  therefore,  who  calls  us 
to  look  to  him,  and  be  faved,  he  himfelf  is  the  falvation 
of  the  finaer.  **  Now  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falva- 
tion; '  faid  old  Simeon,  Luke  ii.  29.  *'  Behold  thy  fal- 
vation Cometh,"  fays  God,  Ifa.  Ixii^.  11.  Chrift  is  not 
only  the  helper,  but  the  help  itfelf;  *'  O  Ifrael,  thou  haft 
deftroyed  thyfelf,  but  in  me  is  thine  help,"  Hof.  xiii.  9. 
See  Pfalm  xviii.  2.  "  Tlie  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  for- 
Irefs,  and  my  deliverer:  my  God,  my  ftrength,  in  whom 
I  will  truft;  my  buckler  and  the  horn  of  my  falvation,  and 
my  high  tower.  He  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 
a  light  to  the  Gentiles,"  Ifa.  xlix.  6,  7.     Again, 

4.  To  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  make  his  name 
the  means  of  falvation  ;  and  fo  it  muft  be,  if  his  name 
itfelf  be  the  all  of  our  falvation.  By  what  means  doth 
he  fave  ?  It  is  even  by  his  name  :  Bj^  whom  doth  Jacob 
arife  but  by  the  God  of  Jacob  ?  By  whom  are  finners 
faved,  but  by  the  name  of  God,  by  the  Chrift  of  God  ? 
And,  ^'  There  is  none  other  name  given  under  heaven 
whereby  we  muft  be  faved,"  Afts  iv.  12.  No  man  comes 
to  the  Father,  but  by  him  as  the  Way,  by  him  as  the 
Leader,  and  as  the  name  of  God. 

5.  To  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  ipake  his  name 
the  meafure  of  our  falvation  :  he  will,  therefore,  fave 
as  far  as  his  name  and  honour  is  engaged  by  promife 
to  Chrift^  or  to  his  people  in  him  ;  i  Kings  viii,  56. 
Read  alfo  Jofli.  xxi.  45.  There  failed  not  ought  of  any 
good  thing  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  unto  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael;  all  came  to  pafs.  Thus  God  faves  his  people 
in  particular  cafes,  as  far  as  his  name,  and  faithful ncfs, 
and  truth  is  concerned;  "  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not 
fufFer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able ;  but 
will,  with  the  temptation,  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape, 
that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it,"  \  Got^y.*  \v 
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6.  To  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  is  to  make  his  name 
the  end  of  our  falvation,  even  the  glory  of  his  name; 
the  great  end  he  propofes  in  faving,  is  even  the  praife 
of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  Eph.  i.  6.  The  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  wifdora,  power,  holinefs,  juftice,  goodnefs, 
and  truth.  This  is  the  great  end  of  God  in  his 
work  of  faving  finners  through  Chriil ;  ''  This  people 
have  I  formed  for  myfelf,  they  fhall  Ihew  forth  my 
praife,"  Ifa.  xliii.  2i,  Ghrift's  grand  prayer,  when  he 
was  accomplifhing  the  work  of  our  falvation  and  redemp- 
tion, was,  ''  Father,  glorify  thy  name."  And  here  let 
us  ftay  a  little,  and  admire  the  great  defign  that  God 
had  in  hand  in  faving, /d?r  bis  name's  Jake.  God's  c^ief 
end  herein  being  the  glory  and  honour  of  his  name, 
What  is. that?   Why, 

(i.)  In  faving  for  his  name's  fake,  he  defigns  the 
manifeftation  of  his  name,  the  declaration  of  his  name, 
as  it  is  faid,  Rom.  iii.  25-  "  To  declare  his  righteoufnefs 
for  the  remiffion  of  fms  that  are  paft,  thro'  the  forbear- 
ance of  God;"  to  makd  known  his  name  in  every  falva- 
tion of  Ifrael,  or  of  his  church,  his  great  defign  ftill  is, 
that  his  name  may  be  known,  declared,  publiihed,  and 
proclaimed. 

(2.)  In  faving  for  his  name's  fake,  he  defigns  the  vin- 
dication of  his  name.  His  name  is  abufed  and  reproach- 
ed in  the  world,  which  is  filled  with  harlh  thoughts  of 
God,  as  if  he  were  either  unjufl,  or  unmerciful ;  there- 
fore, in  faving  for  his  name's  fake,  he  will  vindicate  his 
name,  "  That  he  may  be  juft  when  he  fpeaks,  and  clear 
when  he  judges,"  Pfal.  li.  4.  That  he  may  appear  to 
be  not  only  merciful,  in  faving ;  but  alfo  juft,  and  the 
juftifier  of  them  that  believe  in  Tefus  :  and  as  juft  in 
faving  believing  finners,  that  flee  to  his  name,  as  he  is 
juft  in  damning  unbelieving  impenitent  finners. 

(3.)  In  faving  for  his  name's  fake,  he  defigns  the  ex- 
altation of  his  name;  "  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  hea- 
then; I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth,"  Pfal.  xlvi.  lo.  He 
defigns  that  the  right-hand  of  the  Lord  fliould  be  exalted 
in  doing  valiantly,  PfaL  cxviii.  16,;  and  make  mention 
that  his  name  is  exalted,  Ifa.  xii.  4.  *'  Therefore  will  be 
be  exalud,  that  he  may  havi  mercy  ou  you,"  Ifa.  xxx.  18. 
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Wherefore  hath  God  exalted  Chrift  to  his  right-hand, 
hut  that  his  name  tiiay  be  exalted  in  him?  *'  Who  being 
in  th^  fof  m  of  God*  thought  it  oq  robbery  to  be  equal 
Y/ith  God:  that  at  the  nawe  j]t>r^  in  the  name]  of  Jefus, 
every  knee  fliould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things 
in  earth,  and  things  under  the  carih,"  Phil.  ii.  6.  lo. 
On  which  account,  God  hath  highly  exalted  him  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.  And  wherefore  dc&s  he  fave, 
afid  ^orify,  and  exalt  any  finner  thro'  Chrift,  but  tliat 
his  name  may  be  glorified  and  exalted. 

(4.)  In  faring  finners  for  his  namc^s  fake,  he  defigns 
the  pleafure  of  his  name  ;  that  his  name  fliould  not  on- 
ly be  exalted  but  deliglited  in,  becaufe  it  deligr.ts  in 
ihewing  mercy,  thro'  Chrift,  Micah  rii,  18.  We  read 
of  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  Eph.  i.  5.  the  good  plea- 
fure of  his  goodncft,  2  Thcf.  i.  11.  God  being  infinitely 
weil-pleafed  in  Chrift;,  he  takes  pleafure  in  giving  out  of 
his  goodnefs  through  him;  and  he  faves  to  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  name,  and  to  the  contentment  of  all  his 
attributes ;  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  the 
good  pleafure  of  his  grace,  the  good  pleafure  of  his 
holiaefs,  the  good  pleafure  of  his  juftice,  the  good  plea- 
fure of  his  truth  and  faithfwlnefs  :  all  the  perfeStions  of 
God  are  well-pleafed ;  "  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  toge- 
ther, righteoufncfs  and  peace  have  kiffed  each  other ^'^ 
Plal.  Ixxxv.  10. 

(5.)  In  faving  finncfs  for  his  name's  fake,  he  defigns 
the  aggrandizing  of  bis  name;  I  mean,  that  his  name 
jhould  not  only  be  glorified  andexalted,  but  i»agnified  to 
the  higheft,  according  to  the  fodg  of  the  angei  upon  the 
coming  of  the  Saviour;  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  r,n 
eartli  peace,  and  good-will  towards  men,"  Luke  ii.  14. 
His  name  is  magnified  to  the  higheft  in  this  way  of  fal- 
vation  through  Chrift.  Damnation  is  but  the  k>weft 
way,  wherein  Grod  is  glorified  of  finners,  and  it  is  to 
their  eternal  ruin.  JLet  fmttcrs  confider  this,  that  they 
may  not  go  on  in  the  road  to  hell,  but  may  fall  in  lorve 
ivith  that  tray,  wherein  Grod  is  glorified  and  magnified 
to  the  higheft.  For,  herein  God  is  glorified  by  the 
hi^eft  perfon,  his  eternal  Sod,  iil  his  doing  and  dying, 
and  rifing  and  rcijpiiiift^,  and  naediau&^^lVkU  \v^\.^^^^n 
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glorified  in  the  higheft  place,  witii  the  higheft  praife,  in 
the  highell  manner,  and  to  the  highell  degree. 

(6.)  In  faving  fimiers  for  his  name's  fake,  he  defigns 
the  eternalizing  of  his  name;  "  It  fhall  be  to  the  Lord  for 
a  name,  for  an  everlafting  fign  that  lliall  not  be  cutoff," 
Ifa.  Iv.  13.  that  is,  that  his  name  may  be  celebrated  with 
Hallelujahs  of  praife  to  all  eternity:  "  The  Rh-ry  of  the 
Lcrd  fhall  endure  for  ever;  the  Lord  fhall  rejoice  in  his 
works,  Pfal.  civ.  31.  Thy  name,  O  liOrd,  endureth  for 
ever,  and  thy  memorial  throughout  all  generations,''  Pf. 
cxxxv.  13.  Chrift,  the  Saviour,  was  fet  up  from  ever- 
lalling,  that  the  finner  faved  of  G^l  in  him  might  praife 
him  to  everlafting:  "His  name  fnall  endure  for  ever;" 
and  his  ranfomed  ihall  come  to  Zion  with  everlailing 
fongs,  faying,  "  Salvation  to  our  God  that  fits  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever,"  Rev.vii.  12. 

Qi^ji'.sT.  What  is  it  in  the  name  of  G:d  that  he  hath 
fach  regard  to,  when  he  favcs  for  his  name's  fake  I 

Answ.  He  hatli  regard  to  his  name  in  all  the  parts 
cf  it  that  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  in  every  attri- 
bute, infomuch,  that  no  attribute  fliall  be  injured,  bat 
every  one  cf  them  extolled  more  than  another. — He 
alfo  hath  regard  to  his  riame  in  all  the  properties  :;nd  qua- 
lities of  it. — His  name  is  a  gl')ii')us  name;  and,  in  favirg 
linners,  through  Chrift,  he  hath  regard  to  the  ^^l^ry  of 
it;  that  it  be  glorified  in  the  manner  I  have  hinted  at.— 
His  name  is  a  great  name;  and,  in  faving  finners,  thn/ 
Chrift,  he  hath  regard  t )  the  greatnefs  of  it,  by  bring- 
ing about  fuch  a  great  falvation.  And,iwhat  will  he  not 
do  fur  his  great  name? — His  name  13  a  holy  name;  and 
therefcrc,  in  faving  finners,  through  Chrift,  he  hath 
a  rc;javd  to  the  holinefi  of  it ;  not  only  in  fanftify- 
ing  all  v/hom  \r^  fiives,  but  in  laving,  by  a  righteoufaefs, 
v/hercby  his  holy  lav;  is  not  only  fulfilled,  but  magnified 
and  made  honourable  ;  in  providing  a  Saviour  of  fuch 
infinite  dignity,  that  he  calls  a  luftre  on  the  law,  by  his 
obedience  to  it. — Hi3  name  is  a  dreadful  name ;  and 
therefore,  in  faving  finners,  through  Chrift,  he  hath 
fuch  a  regard  to  the  dreadfulnefs  of  it,  that  his  moft 
dreadful  vengeance  lighted  upon  fin,  in  the  perfon  cf 
tlw  Surety,  the  Saviour,  \v\vexv.  b.a  became  a  facrifice  for 
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fin. — His  nams  is  a  precious  nams  ;  and  therebre,  in 
laving  iinner3,  he  liatli  fudi  a  regard  to  the  n^anifjllint;- 
the  precioutnefs  of  it,  as  to  make  it  appear  in  the  preci- 
ous bbud  of  Chriil,  which  is  the  price  of  falvatiun. — 
His  name  is  a  blefled  name,  and  he  canncjt  be  more 
blefkid  and  happy  than  he  is  in  himfclf ;  yet,  X)  inanl- 
felt  the  bleflednefs  of  his  name,  he  fuves  iinners,  io  as 
t.)  flinv  he  bves  n^it  to  be  bleft  and  happy  rdone,  ba: 
will  have  men  ti  be  blell  in  liim,  that  all  nations  may  call 
him  blefled. —His  name  is  a  wonJerfiil  name,  a  myfteri- 
OU3  and  unfcarchable  name*;  and  lhercfi.re  it  is  faid, 
Ifa.  ix.  6.  His  nc:im  Jlj.'di  bi'  calltd^  WonderfiiU  Angels 
have  been  prying  into  this  dcipth,  f  j  ma!iy  thoufand  of 
years,  and  yet  are  not  at  the  bottom  of  it,  but  fiill 
are  pryiu)^  iiito  the  myilery  of  the  gvfpel  falvaticu 
through  Chrllt;  and  fuch  is  the  regard  God  hath  t.* 
this  wonderful  name,  in  faving  finners,  that  tvt;ry  part 
of  their  iilvation  is  a  miracle  and  wonder,  nianifefling 
the  wird:)ni  of  God  in  a  myftery. — In  a  word,  his  name 
13  an  cverlalling  and  unchan;;eable  name  ;  and  it  is  his 
regard  thereunto  that  makes  him,  by  the  means  of  his 
cverlalling  righteoufnefs,  bring  about  this  everlalling 
falvation. 

III.  Th'3  third  thinpc  pi"^P''fed  In  the  general  method, 
was.  To  ftievv  what  falvation  he  works  fi^r  hi^  name';? 
fake.  Salvation,  is  either  temporal,  fpiritual,  or  eternal; 
and  though  God,  for  his  name's  fake,  works  many  tem- 
poral deliverances  for  his  church  and  peoj^le,  as  yc  u  fee 
in  Ifrael  here,  ver.  9,  10,  j[i.  21,  22.  43.  45,  46.  and 
all  this  for  his  name's  fake:  alfo,  he  faved  the  church  of 
Scotland  many  a  time,  for  his  name's  fake :  he  faved  us 
from  Paganifm,  for  his  name's  fake,  when  he  firfl  fent 
gofpel  light  to  -our  land  ;  he" faved  us  from  Popery,  for 
iiis  name's  fake,  at  the  glorious  Reformation,  which  wa3 
here  carried  on  by  folemn  National  Covenants,  that 
were  the  plory  of  our  land,  whatever  contempt  is  now 
put  upon  them;  he  faved  us  from  Prelacy,  and  arbitrary 
pjwer  and  tyrannj%  at  the  merciful  Revolution,  fcrhis 
name's  fake;  and  he  hath  faved  us,  frorn  time  to  time, 
from  many  attempts  of  enemies  ihal  \\^^^  ^^€^vl\'?^'^  v^ 
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raze  us  to  the  foundation,  as  fome  are  fubtiHy  doing  at 
this  day,  by  damnable  errors,  which  ftrike  at  the  foun- 
•  dation  of  all  religion ;  I  mean,  efpccially  Arian  blafphe- 
my  *;  but,  whatever  church  falvatioa,  or  temporal  fal- 
vation  of  this  fort  to  a  vifibie  churchy  God  works,  for 
his  name's  fake,  yet  it  is  that  fpiritual  and  eternal  fal- 
vation  typified  by  Ifrael's  falvation,  that  the  name  of 
GoA  is  mod  concerned  with  and  exalted  by ;  thereLre,. 
I  efpeeially  fpeak  of  this  cverkfting  felvation  in  Chrifr. 

And  therefore,  if  tlie  queftion  be,  What  falvatioa  o£ 
this  fort  he  works,  for  his  name's  fak«  ? 

I  anfwer.  There  is  no  part  of  this  great  fistlvat^ao  but 
the  name  of  God  is  engraven  upon  it,  as  being  what  he- 
works,  for  his  naime^'s  feke.  I  (hall  offisr  a-  few  inflances? 
thereof;  from  eJeftion  to  glorification,  all  the  parts  of 
falvation  that  ly  betwixt  thefe'two  words^froni  everlafc 
ing  to  everlaftrng,  are  brouglit  aboiat  for  his  name's  fake. 

1.  Wherefore  did  h«  eledl  any  finners  feom  eternity?' 
It  was  for  his  Harney's  fake-,  to  fliew  bis  abiblttte  fo^ereigit- 
ty  in  making  veflitk  of  mercy,  of  whom  he  pleafcdp 
"  And  that  he  might!  mak«  known  the  riches  of  hisgfory 
to  them,  Rom.  ix.  23.  He  hath  chufen  us-  ins  him,  before 
the  foundatiun  of  the  world,  that  we  (hould  be  holy^  and 
without  blame  before  him  in  love.  Having  predeftinat- 
ed  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefns  C.hrift,  to 
hin>felf,  according  to  the  good  pleafare  of  bis  wilTi,  to  the 
praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,"  Eph^  i.  4,  5,  6* 

2.  Wherefore  did  he  redeem  any  ftnnjers  by  the  blood 
of  higr  eternal  Son  ?  It  was  for  his  name's  fakr;  Epia,.  i.  7- 
*'  In  whom,  we  have  redeni»ption  thra*  his  blood,,  tha  for- 
givenefs  of  fims,  according  to  the  riches  ©f  his  grace; 
wherein  h^  hath  aboundied.  towards  us  ii*  all  wifSornx  and 
prudence.""  The  redemption  of  Kra«l  is  deigned  and 
ordered  for  tl^  glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael;  **  Sing,  O'jre 
heavens,— -for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacobs  and  giori^ 
fied  himfelf  i-n  Ifrael,*'  Ifa-  xliv.  22. 

3.  Wherefore  doth  be  call  any  finnefs  effe^^oally.^  It 
is  for  his  n^me^s  fake  :  thts  is  illuftrat^d  ac  feypgc  by  the 
apoftle ;  •^  You  fee  your  caflifig,  brethycfly  bow?  tliat  oat 

♦  Tlic  rcaion  of  this  affiinlon.  was  accjunled  for,    Vol,  II.  p.  464- 
VoL  IV.  p.  148. 
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many  wife  men  after  the  fleih,  not  many  mighty,  not 
many  noble  are  called  :  but  God  hath  chofen  the  fooltft 
things  of  this  world,"  &c.  i  Cor.  i.  26, — 31.  He  hath 
faved  us,  and  called  us  with  a  holy  calling,  not  accord- 
ing to  our  works,  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and 
graoe,  which  he  purpofed  in  Ghrift  before  the  world  be- 
gan,*^ 2  Tim.  i.  9*  Hence  the  faints  afcribe  their  con- 
verfion  and  quickening  to  the  name  of  God,  and  to  the 
grace  of  God;  "  By  grace  I  am  what  I  am,"  fays  Paul, 
I  Cor.  Kv.  10.  **  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thy  name  be  the  glory,"  Pfalm  cxv,  !• 

4.  Wherefore  doth  be  juftify  and  pardon  any  guilty 
finuer  ?  It  is  even  for  his  name's  fake  ;  Ifa«  xliii.  25. 
*'  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffion  for  my 
name's  fake.  And  Rom,  iii.  24,  25,  26.  We  are  juftifi- 
ed  freely  by  his  grace,  thro'  the  redemption  that  is  in  Je- 
fns  Chrift,  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
thro'  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  for 
the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,"  &jc.     Again, 

5.  Wherefore  doth  he  adopt  any  child  of  wrath  into 
his  family  ?  It  is  for  his  name's  fake ;  Eph.  1.  5,  **  We 
are  predeftinate  to  the  adoption  of  children,  according  to 
the  good  pleaiure  of  his  will,  to  the  praife  of  the  glory 
of  his  grace."     Again,  « 

6.  Wherefore  doth  h^fandifyany  filthy  finner?  It  is 
«ven  for  his  name's  fake,  i  -Cor.  i.  30:  "*  Chrift  is  made 
of  God  to  i>s  fandli&cation,  that  no  flefli  might  glory  in  . 
his  fight:  but  that  he  that  glorieth  might  glory  in  the 
Lord."  And  hence  all  the  great  things  promised  in  the 
covenant  of  grace,  E^ek.  xjcxvi.  25,  26,  27.  Among 
the'T^eft,  His  putting  his  Spirit  within  them,  and  caufing 
them  to  walk  in  his  llatutes,  are  faid  to  be  done  for  his 
holy  name's  fake,  ver.  22. 

7.  Wherefore  will  he  carry  on  the  good  work,  which 
he  hath  begun,  and  never  utterly  leave  his  people,  nor 
fofFt^r  them  altogether  to  depart  from  him  ?  Why  ?  It  is 
even  for  his  wame's  fake,  and  his  promife'  fake,  Jcr. 
xxxti.  40.  *'  I  will  make  an  cverlaftrng  covenant  with 
them,  to  do  them  good  ;  but  I  will  pert  my  fear  4n  their 
heart,  and  they  ihall  not  depart  from  me.  Heb.  xiii.  5. 
I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfe&e  \^t^  '^x\'9\Vj ."''' 
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8.  Wherefore  doth  he  glorify  at  laft  ?  It  is  for  his 
name's  fake,  who  is  tlie  ^wer  both  of  grace  and  glory, 
Pi'al.  Ixxxiv.  II.  "  It  is  your  lather's  gor)d  pleafure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom.  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life, 
tiini'  Jcfus  Chrid  our  Lord." — Thus  every  part  of  fal- 
vation,  froiii  firil  to  lalt,  is  wrought  ft)r  his  name's  fake. 
*'  The  Lord  is  a  rock,  and  his  v^ovk  is  perfetl:"  he  be- 
gins for  his  name's  fake;  carries  on  for  his  name's  fake; 
and  completes  the  work  f  >r  his  name's  fake,  that  the 
hcad-ftone  of  fiivation  may  be  laid  on  with  Ihoutiugs  of 
Grace^  grace  unto  it. 

•  As  ail  ihc  parts  of  falvati^^n,  fo  all  the  means  of  falva- 
tlon,  are  granted  for  his  name's  fake. — Is  right  hearing 
a  mean  (^f  falvation  ?  Well,  this  is  what  he  gives,  for 
liis  name's  fake,  according  to  that  promife,  John  x.  i6. 
*•'  0:!ier  fneep  I  have  that  are  not  of  this  fold,  them  alio 
I  mult  brin;jj,  and  they  Ihall  hear  my  voice." — Is  prayer 
•fX  mean  ?  Well,  right  praying  is  what  he  alone  grants, 
for  his  name's  fake,  according  to  the  promife,  Zech.  xii. 
lo.  *'  I  will  p3ur  Out  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplica- 
tijn,"-— Is  failh  a  mean  of  falvationr  Yea^  and  it  is  a 
pare  of  falvation  alfo,  which  God  gives,  for  his  name's 
fake,  according  to  his  word,  Eph.  ii.  8.  ''  By  grace  you 
are  faved,  thro'  faith;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves:  it  is 
t!:e  gift  of  God." — Is  repentafice  a  leading  part  of  fal- 
vation ?  This  is  alfo  what  he  gives  for  his  name's  fake, 
(  n  the  back  of  faith,  as  a  fruit  thereof,  according  to  his 
promife,  Zcch.  xii.  lo.  "  They  fhall  look  on.  him  whom 
li^iey  have  pierced,  and  mourn;"  and  he  hath  exalted 
Chrifl:  to  give  it,  Acl:3  v.  31. 

My  friends,  if  there  be  any  other  things  that  we 
reckon  pertains  to  falvation,  which  God  doth  not  work, 
for  his  name's  fake,  you  may  realize  it  aS  no  part  of  fal- 
vation; for,  I  will  alTure  you,  his  name  will  have  the 
glory  of  every  part  of  falvation. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was,  What  is  import- 
ed in  this  Neverthelefs,  or  in  God's  faving  with  a  Nct- 
withfianding ;  and  fo  to  ftiow  over  what  impediments, 
whether  real  provocations,  or  feeming  impoilibilities  of 
bring! n;]^  about  this  falvation,  for  his  name's  fake  ;  il''- 
verd^eltj's^    If  ftivtd  thein^Jor  bis  uame's  fake^      It  is  im- 
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pediments  on  the  finner's  part  that  the  text  fpeaks  of; 
therefore  I  confine  niyfelf  to  thefc.  He  faved  Ifrael  here, 
uwtwithltandin^j  dreadful  fins.  Read  verfes  6,  7I  13, 
14.  i6,  19,  20,  21.  24,  25.  28,  29.  32.  34. — 39.  43. 
Yet  never tbelefs  be  Javcd  them^  for  bis  name'' s  f Like.  Did 
]je  notwith Handing  all  this,  lave  them,  for  his  name'5 
fake  ?  Then,  what  will  not  he  do  for  his  name  ?  And 
what  may  not  finncrs  ex}>efl:  upon  this  ground  ?,  What: 
bar  cannot  God  break,  for  his  name's  fake  ?  What 
mountain  cannot  he  come  over,  for  his  name's  fake  ? 
What  provocation  can  he  not  overlook,  for  Iiis  name's 
fake  ?  Let  all  the  finners  that  hear  this  doctrine,  be- 
ware of  provoking  God  any  more  by  their  fins.  When 
thus  the  faving  mercy  of  God  13  proclaimed,  in  your 
ears  ;  for,  provoked  mercy  will  turn  to  fearful  venge- 
ance: Damnation  to  eternity  will  be  your  diK)m,  if  this 
oflFered  falvation  be  not  received:  and  in  order  to  allure 
you  to  the  reception  and  welcoming  of  it,  I  am  now 
telling  you  the  freedom  of  it,  and  how  God  can  favc 
you  v/ith  an  everlailing  falvation,  notwithftanding  of  the 
moft  grievous  provocations  that  hitherto  you  have  been 
guilty  of,  and  notwithftanding  of  the  grcatell  impedi- 
ments that  you  have  laid  in  the  way.  More  particu- 
larly, 

!•  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithflanding 
grievous  guilt  and  heinous  tranfgreffions.  Hence  his  name 
is  declared  to  be  a  God  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgrefllon 
and  fin.  **  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,"  fays 
God,  Ifa.  i,  18.  ^'  Though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
Ihall  be  white  as  fnow;  tho'  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
they  fliall  be  as  wool."  Make  not  this  objeftfon  againft 
yourfdves,  in  coming  to  a  God  in  Chriit  for  falvation  ; 
fpr  here  you  fee  mercy  couning  you,  notwithftanding 
this  very  objeftion. 

2.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftanding 
long  continuance  in  fin;,  though  you  have. been  a  tranf- 
grcflbr  from  the  womb  to  this  day,  be  it  never  fo  long 
that  you  have  been  following  that'  fearful  trade  cf  fin, 
yet  mercy  is  now  following  you.  with  a  Iohh  long;  bow 
long.  Many  a  bcvo  long  is  he  purfuing.you  with;  one  is, 
Kumb.  xiv.  ji.  /'  How  long  will  iVvU  ^^c^^  ^\^Nc>yk^ 
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me  ?  And  how  i^ono  will  it  be  tr^  they  bclicTc  me  ?'* 
Another  i^w  long  i?,  Pfalm  iv.  2.  *'  Hour  lo»o  will  ye 
turn  my  glory  into  fhame  ?  How  long  will  ye  love  va- 
nity?''--^Another  boH»  long  is,  Prov.  i..  2:^.  **  How  iohg 
ye  fimple  ones,  will  ye  love  fimplicity  ?"-~Another  ia, 
Prov,  vi.  9-  "  How  long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard? 
When  wilt  thou  arife  out  of  thy  fleep  ?" — A  iixth  bavt 
long  is,  Jer»  iv.  14.  *'  How  long  fliall  thy  vahi  thoughts 
bdge  within  thee :" 

3.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftanding 
manifold  apoftafies  and  backflidings,  Jer.  iv,  14.  "  O  Je- 
rufaleni,  wafli  thine  heart  from  wickednefs,  that  thou 
mayeli  be  faved;  how  long  fhall  vain  thoughts  lodge 
within  you?  Turn,  O  backfliding  children,  faith  the 
Lord,  for  I  am  married  unto  you,*'  Jer,  iii.  14.  And 
ver.  I.  "  Tho'  thou  haft  played  the  harlot  with  many 
lovers,  yet  return  again  unto  me.  Let  the  wicked  fcr- 
fake  his  way3,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughta, 
and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mer- 
cy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
pardon.     Ifa.  Iv.  5.  I  will  heal  your  backflidings." 

4.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftanding 
of  your  prodigious  ncglefl  and  contempt  of  God  hitherto. 
See  Ifa.  xliii.  22, — 25.  ''  But  thou  hall  not  called  upon 
me,  O  Jacob;  but  thou  haft  been  weary  of  me,  O  Ifrael; 
I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions,  for 
my  name's  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins."  O 
wonder  of  wonders !  that  fuch  may  be  faved,  for  his 
name's  fake. 

5.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftanding 
grievous,  rebellious  incorrigiblenefs  and  frowardnefs.  See 
Ifa.  Ivii.  17,  18.  *'  For  the  iniquity  of  his  covctoufnefs 
wa$  I  wroth,  and  fmote  him:  I  hid  me,  and  was  wroth, 
and  he  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart.  I  have 
feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him  :  I  will  lead  him  alfo, 
and  rellorc  comforts  unto  him,  and  to  his  mourners." 

5.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftandiog 

outward  affiiftions  and  poor,  circumftances  in  the  world, 

Zeph.  iii.  12.    And  /  «///  alfo  leave  in  tie  mtdft  of  iiee 

an  aJliScd  and  poor  people^  undtbey  Jball  truft  in  the  name 

Hftjbc  Zard.  If,xxvi.8.  *  Yca,\t\  xkt  nk«y  of  thy  judgments. 
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O  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee;  the  defire  of  our  foul 
is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee.'«^ 
Though  you  be  an  out-caft^  that  no  body  cares  for  you, 
he  may  fave  you  for  his  name's  fake ;  for,  *^  He  gathers 
the  out-cafts  of  Ifrael,*'  Ifa.  Ivi.  8. 

7.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftanding^ 
bafenefs,  unworthinefs,  and  pollution,  for  there  is  a  foun» 
tain  opened ;  Zech.  xiii.  i.  ^'  In  that  day  there  ihall  be 
a  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem,  for  fm,  and  for  uncleannefs.*' 

8.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithftandiog 
grofs  darknefs  and  fearful  ignorance  :  ^^  It  is  irvritten  in 
the  prophets.  They  fhall  all  be  taught  of  God,"  Ifaiah" 
liv.  13.  John  vi.  45- 

9.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithilanding 
long  refufals,  and  refilling  of  many  calls,  and  flighting 
many  opportunities;  Rom.  x.  21.  '*  All  day  long  I  have 
llretched  forth  my  hands  unto  a  difobedient  and  gain- 
faying  people."  importing,  that  after  all  thefe  refufals, 
he  is  yet  (landing  with  open  arms  to  receive  all  comers, 
faying,  Whoever  H»ill^  let  bim  come. 

10.  He  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwithilandin; 
of  none-fuch,  and  unparallelled  wickednefs;  what,  if 
there  be  no  finner  like»  you,  ueverthelefs,  he  can  fave 
for  his  name's  fake  ;  becaufe  there  is  no  Saviour  like 
him :  if  thy  unbelieving  heart  fuggeftsdefperate  thoughts, 
as  if  there  were  no  falvation  fur  thee,  faying.  Who  ism 
finner  like  unto  me?  Let  Micah  vii.  18.  be  an  anfwcr. 
Who  is  a  God  Hie  unto  tbee^  pardoning  iniquity? 

In  a  word,  he  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake,  notwith- 
flsnding  the  greateft  and  higheft  mountains  either  of  iin 
or  mifery,  that  feem  to  be  in  the  way ;  Zech.  iv.  7. 
'*  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain?  before  our  Zeniiv 
babel  thou  ihak  become  a  plain."  He  can  fave  for  his 
name^s  fake,  notwithftanding  dreadful  hardnefs  of  heart* 
and  innumerable  plagues  of  heart,  atheifm,  unbelief 
deadnefs,  and  fecurity;  the  God  that  works  for  his  name*! 
fake,  can  take  away  the  heart  of  ftone,  and  give  the  heart 
of  flefh;  and  out  of  ftones  raife  up  children  to  Abraham.. 
He  can  fave,  for  hisname'sfake,notwithftandingof  namo* 
leis  maladies,  namelefs  obje£tionS)lbatYtf>TDSav\&^x\\K^^ 
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world  can  mention,  far  lefs  remove  :  raay  be  the  ol>- 
lUcles,  in  the  way  of  your  falvation,  are  out  of  the  fight 
of  man,  out  of  the  fi^ht  of  minifters  ;  but  they  are  in 
God's  fi^jht,  and  the  oranifcient  God»  that  knows  it,  is 
the  omnipotent  God,  that  can  remove  it,  and  fave  for 
his  name's  fake.  Oh  !  but  may  fome  poor  foul  think, 
no  doubt,  he  can  fave  for  his  name's  fake ;  but  my 
objedVion  is,  I  doubt  of  his  will.  Why,  man?  wherefore 
is  God  now  telling  you  what  he  can  do ;  but  to  remove 
your  ill  thoughts  of  him,  and  to  manifeft  his  good- will 
towards  you  ;  behold,  he. is  more  willing  to  fave,  than 
you  are  willing  to  be  laved  :  if  it  be  falvation  from  fin, 
as  Wvill  as  falvation  from  hell,  that  you  mean,  then  you 
are  either  unwilling  to  be  thus  faved,  and  fo  your  ruin 
is,  that  you  will  not  come  to  him  for  falvation  ;  or,  if 
you  be  willing,  you  are  more  than  welcome  to  him  for 
ail  the  falvation  he  can  work  for  you.  It  is  his  will 
t )  fave  you,  not  with  (landing  of  thoufands  and  millions 
cf  objsftions  in  the  way, 

V.  The  Fifth  thing  propofed,  in  the  general  method, 
was.  To  offer  forae  reafons  why  he  thus  faves  for  his 
name's  fake.     Why  ? 

1.  He  faves  for  his  name's  fake,  becaufe  if  he  did 
not  fo,  he  would  fave  none  of  Adam's  race :  the  beft 
faints  on  earth  cannot  deferve  mercy ;  the  falvation  of 
\\iz  moft  righteous  is  an  aft  of  grace ;  therefore,  the 
righteous  run  to  his  name  ;  and  even  the  jufl  rauft  live 
by  faith,  faying,  *'  Tho'  our  iniquities  teftify  againft  us, 
yet  do  thou  it  for  thy  name's  fake,"  Jer.  xiv.  7,  Arid, 
'^  Help  us,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name,"  Pfalm  Ixxix.9. 
He  can  fave  none,  if  he  did  not  fave  them  for  his 
name's  fake. 

2.  He  faves  for  his  name's  fake,  that  finners  may 
hope  in  his  name ;  that  they  may  return  to  him,  and  call 
up  )a  him  for  mercy ;  "  There  is  mercy  and  forgivenefs 
with  him,  that  he  may  be  feared,"  Pfal.  cxxx.  4.  Why, 
fay  you,  could  not  God  be  more  feared,  if  he  had  no 
mercy  and  forgivenefs  with  him  ?  It  is  true;  man,  in  that 
cafe,  could  fear  as  devils  do,  defpairingly;  but  hot  with 
anjr  pcnitGntial  fear  ;  **  The  gc>oduefs  of  God  leads  to 
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repentance,"   Rem.  ii,  4.     Thus  God   interprets  his 
merciful  providences,   as  a  drawing  witli  tlie  cords  of 
love.     None  could  trull  in  his  name,  if  he  did  not  fav.e  - 
for  his  nanje's  fake, 

3.  He  fatres  for  his  name's  fake,  that  finners  may- 
adore  hiii  name;  that  they  may  admire  his  mercy.  God 
remembers  his  own  glory  ;  a»id  therefore  faves  for  his 
name's  fake,  that  men  may  glorify  his  name.  O  won- 
der-working God,  that  can  Ihew  mercy,  vvh^n  nothing 
is  defervcd  but  mifery  ;  this  effetl  it  had  upon  David, 
Pfal.  viii.  1 .  9.  ''  O  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy 
name  in  all  t.-c  earth!  Pfahn  xlviii^  10.  According  to  thy 
name,  OGod,  fo  is  thy  praife  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.'* 

4.  He  faves,  for  his  name's  lake,  that  fniners,  who 
will  not  flee  to  his  name  as  a  Arong  tov/cr,  ard  after- 
wards glorify  his  name,  by  living  to  his  prailc,  may  be 
left  inexcufable  in  their  fms.    The  glory  of  God's  juilice 

-  will  be  confpicuous  in  thofc  that  have  iiighted  hij  mer- 
cy;  '*  Behold,  you  dcfpifcrs,  and  VwoiKit-r,  and  perifiil*' 
They  that  dcfpife  fuch  nicroy,  treafurc  up  to  themfcivt* 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  v^^rath,  Rom.  ii.  5. 

5.  He  faves  for  his  name's  fake,  becaufe  it  is  the  only 
fit  way  for  us  to  bo  laved  in:  if  God  fliould  offer  tofavc 
lis  for  our  own  fakesi  for  our  righteoufricfs'  fake,  for 
our  duties'  fake  ;  Oh  1  how  unfit  would  that  be  !  We 
might  think  God  were  mocking  us,  becaufe  we  have 
nothing  but  fin  and  iiell  about  us;  and  our  beft  righte- 
oufnefo  defcrves  damrialion,:  but  vvlicn  he  (offers  falvati- 
on  for  his  own  name's  fake,  then  11  appears  to  be  a  fit 
oiTer ;  we  cannot  think  God  is  mocking  us  :  would  he 
thus  affront  himfelf,  when  his  cvvn  name  is  the  ground 
of  faith  laid  before  us  ? 

6.  He  faves  foi-  his  name's  fake,  becaufe  it  is  the 
only  fit  way  for  him  to  fiive  us  in:  it  is  the  only  way  of 
falvation  foitablc  to  his  infinite  excellency,  who  cannot 
but  confult  the  glory  of  his  perfedions  in  ail  his  v/;)rks. 
Now,  God's  glory  requires  that  no  falvation  ihould  tie 
found  but  in  his  name.  Why  hath  he  told  us  of  mercy 
running  in  the  chai:ncl  of  the  new  covenant  ?  Why 
hath  he  told  us  that  juftice  itfelf  is  drawn  in  to  be  upon 
tb^  finner's  fide,  in  as  much  as  he  caii  \i^  YCiSC\5\%^"v^. 
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fbrgiring  them  ?  Why  hath  he  -difplayed  fo  much  of 
wifdom  in  making  judgment  and  mercy  to  meet,  and 
kifs  each  other  ?  Wifdom  in  puniftiing  fiti,  and  yet 
faving  the  finner  ?  Why  ?  it  is  even  that  he  might  be 
glorified ;  that  the  loftinefs  of  man  might  be  brought 
down,  ami  the  haughtinefs  of  man  laid  low,  and  that 
the  L(ird  alone  may  be  exalted,  Ifa.  ii.  ii.  This  way 
of  faving  is  fuitable  to  his  nature. 

VI.  The  Sixth  thing  propofed,  was,  to  draw  fome 
itjferences  from  the  whole.  And  is  it  fo,  That  when  God 
fave«  finners,  or  a  finful  people,  he  does  it  for  his  Name's 
fake,  notwithftanding  their  provocations,  whereby  tliey 
forfeit  his  help,  and  deferve  deftruftion  ;  then, 

r/r,  Henoe  learn  by  way  of  Caution,  the  following 
particulars. 

1.  That  this  daftrine  yields  no  encouragement  to  fin, 
though  God  faves  finners,  for  his  nanie's  fake ;  the  cur.  • 
rent  of  his  providence,  the  current  of  his  word,  the 
current  of  his  dealing,  all  declat^e  his  enmity  at  fin.  • 
What  is  there  lu  the  word  that  can  encourage  us  in  fin? 
All  the  threatenings  of  the  law  fay,  in  effe^,  as  yoa 
regard  the  wrath  of  God,  beware  of  Tm  :  All  the  com- 
mands of  the  law  fay,  as  you  regard  the  authority  of 
God,  beware  of  fin  :  All  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  fay, 
Its  you  regard  the  grace,  love,  and  mercy  of  God,  be- 
ware of  fin:  And  God's  faving  for  his  name's  fake,  fays, 
as  you  regard  the  great  name  of  God,  beware  of  fin. 
The  great  falvation  that  he  exhibites  for  his  name's 
fake,  is  falvation  from  fin  ;  and  therefore,  to  make  this 
an  encouragement  to  fin  is  to  aftront  his  name,  to  abufe 
his  name,  to  profane  his  name,  and  to  take  his  name 
in  vain;  "  And  he  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs  that  take 
liis  name  in  vain.*' 

2.  Think  not  that  God  will  deliver  any  from  eternal 
damnation,  who  are  gone  to  hell,  or  fave  them  for  his 
name's  fake  ;  no,  by  no  means  :  they  are  loft  for  «ver, 
that  die  out  of  Chrift. 

idly^  Hence  fee,  by  way  of  Information^  a  foundation 
for  the  following  truths. 
T.  The  reafon  why  the  (a\nts  cwvMi^\tiG^;  and  why 
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believers  tmft  is  his  name,  and  fle«  to  his  iimme  itttinie 
of  danger ;  they  are  acquaint  with  his  name :  '^  And 
they  that  ktiow  his  name  wiU  put  their  truft  in  hini," 
Pfalm  ix.  10.  They  know  his  grace^  his  g^od&eis^  hi* 
power,  his  holinela,  juflice,  ktA  truth  ;  and  they  hava 
the  encourage  menc  of  a  promiib  fa  to  do,  Ffalm  xci.  14^ 
*^  I  will  fet  him  om  high,  becaufe  he  hath  knowo  my 
ttame.''  And  why  is  it  that  they  pray  for  help,  for  his 
name's  fake?  Becaufe  they  know  God  will  do  more  for 
his  name,  than  otherwifc  he  could  do,  Pfalm  rxv.  ir. 
}er.  Kir^  7.  Thus  Joibua,  when  lirad  were  fmitten  sil 
Ai,  chap*  viir  9«  *^  And  what  writ  tfaoa  do  unto  thy 
gfreat  name  ?"     Agaiu,. 

^.  Heflce  fee,  to  wbcnx  we  ought  to  gire  the  g^ory 
of  experienced  mercy,  even  to  God's  name ;  as  Ffalm 
cxv.  1.  **  Not  unio  ut,.  Bfot  unto  us,,  but  to  tliy  name  be 
the  glorjTy  fc>r  thy  ratrcy  and  thy  trmh's  fake^"  Thus 
you  wilt  find  Dav^  frequently  at  this  work>  Ffalm 
cxhr.  I,  2.  •*  i  wiU  extol  thee,  my  Gad„  O  King ;  and 
I  will  blels  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever-  'EtYtry  day 
will  ]  blefs  thee,  and  I  will  praife'  thy  nan:re  ior  en^er 
aiid  ever.^*  This-  ii$  one  ground  of  God's  helpings 
I£3.  xxix.  22,  33.  This  13,,  in  a  nnrtiu^,  all  that 
Jbho-vabp  gets  by  all  his  potions  falvartions  wrought  for 
v^  E^ek.  x:axts.  23.  Let  as  there&re  leartf  to  render 
the  gtory  of  all  God's  works  unto  Ins  gloriouiS  name. 

3.  Hence  fee  a  door  of  hope;  cpeocd  for  fmners  m  this 
go^l.     Does  God  fave  for  his  i^ame's  fake,  tbeie  who 

"ifiay  not  put  hs  foer  miration  ?  Whatever  they  be,  what^ 
ever  ob^eftidm  yoa  can  make,  they  are  atifwered  by 
this  one  argument,  Cxod  &ves  for  hts  namis's  fake,  when 
^ere  is-  no  other  reafon  fen*  his  doing  fo  in  the  world : 
he  can  ni^ake  »  reafim  to  him-felf,.  and  find  the  anfwetf 
ki  hittjfelf  wiy  he  wiJl  feve, 

4.  Hence  Ke  tbe  freenef^  of  the  gb^eKmethod  of  fal^ 
vatiofl  ;  for  Gted  feves  with  a  Mn  oiftante^  that  is,^  with 
a  i*otwitfefl»TJdii>g.  -  O  but  the  gofpcLfalvatron:  is  free ! 
The  law  brings  ta  fo  many  prtnifos;  that  is,,  cither  the 
law  of  work$,  truly  fo  called  ;  it  fays^  If  ye  iot  yc-  fiiall 
five ;  if  yoa  be  pevfeft,.  ye-  fitaU  be  ha^py ;  (sr  the  la.w» 
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that  makes  the  finner  think,  Why,  I  cannot  be  faved, 
nnlefs  I  do  as  well  as  I  can ;  unlt:fs  I  be  fo  and  fo  qua- 
lified, I  cannot  expert  to  be  faved:  but  the  goipel  opens 
a  duor  oi  free  accefs  to  finners  with  a  Neverthelefs; 
notwithilanding  whatever  uns,  guilt,  diforder,  confufion, 
death,  dilircfi  and  ruin;  nr^.twithflanding  whatfoever 
v/ickednefs  be  ab  )ut  you,  yet  here  is  a  way  wherein 
you  may  expe£l  falvation  :  Ncvertbelefs  be  favsd  tbcr.ij 
for  his  name? s  fake. 

ObjeCl.  Mufl  I  n  it  be  faved  upon  ray  believing  and  re- 
penting, is  not  faith  at  Iq-vI  the  condition  of  my  falvation? 

Anfxi\-  Faith  and  repentance  are  parts  ot  this  falvation 
that  God  gives  for  his  name's  fake;  and  how  can  they 
be  conditions  of  that  falvation,  whereof  they  are  leading 
parts?  *' By  grace  you  are  faved,  through  faith ;  and 
that  not  of  yjurfelves  :  it  is  the  gift  of  God,"  Eph.  ii,  8. 
Ghii.l:  is  exalted  to  give  repentance,  A£ts  v.  51.  None 
are  fr/ed  without  faith  and  repentance;  becaufe  all  that 
are  faved  of  the  L)rd,  are  faved  thereunto:  they  are 
faved  from  unbelief,  and  brought  to  faith  ;  faved  from 
impenitency,  and  brpught  to  repentance.  Failli  and 
repentance  arc  the  beginnings  of  this  falvation,  and  fal- 
vation canni)t  be  completed,  without  having  a  beginning: 
but  b^th  beginning  and  end  are  what  God  gives  for  his 
name's  fake  :  ''  Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that 
he  which  hath  beG^un  a  g-^od  work  in  you,  will  perform  it 
nntil  the  day  of  Chrift,"  PhiL  1.  6. ;  becaufe  his  name  is 
*'  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  Ending." 
Faith  itfclf  is  not  neceflary  to  falvation,  as  amoral  con- 
dition ;  but  only  a  phyfi::al  inftrument.  And  hence,  as 
it  is  not  pofTible  a  beggar  can  be  the  better  of  a  free  gift 
offered  to  him,  if  he  does  not  take  it,  or  accept  of  it;  yer 
his  taking  of  it,  is  no  m.)ral  condition,  but  only  the  natu- 
ral inftrument,  or  mean  of  poiTcflion :  f  >,  neither  can  any 
piflibly  be  the  better  of  this  free  falvation,  -that  God 
offer^,  in  the  gofpel,  if  they  Vv'ill  not  take  it,  or  have  it  in 
the  manner  it  is  oftered,  namely.  Salvation  from  fin  and 
wratl:,  unto  ettrnal  holinefs  and  hap}>inefs,  and  all  free- 
ly, for  God's  name's  fake.  Taking  is  no  moral  conditi- 
on, otherwifc  it  would  contradidl  the  defign  of  the  gof- 
peL    Faith  is  nothing  elfc  but  laL  Yidc-^cimv^^tlvis  ialVation 
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in  this  manner :  it  Is  the  Ibul's  acquiefcing  and  failing 
in  with  this  method  ;  not  «i  condition  of  it  properly,  but 
a  clofing  with  it  freely :  it  is  a  believing  that  Gcd  will 
fave  in  this  way  for  his  name's  fake  :  and  not  for  the 
fake  of  our  faith,  cr  any  thing  elfe  done  by,  or  wrought 
in  us.  It. is  a  being  content  to  be  faved  this  way,  that 
the  name  of  God  may  for  ever  get  the  praife ;  and  re- 
nouncing all  other  grounds  of  faith  and  rcafons  of  hope, 
taking  this  name  of  the  Lord  for  his  ftrong  tower,,  re- 
folving  to  reft  here. 

5.  Hence  fee,  what  is  the  lad  and  ultimate  refuge  cf 
faith.  The  firlt  refurt  of  faith  is  to  a  word,  a  may  6c 
the  Lord  will  be  gracious:  but  a  finding  no  reft  here, 
then  perhaps  it  goes  to  a  dircQ:  proraife  ;  fuch  as  thfit, 
A  ncM  heart  viill  I  give  you;  and  pleads  for  thepromife' 
fake  :  but  needing  to  be  better  fixed,  it  gets  to  Chrjft, 
and  pleads  for  Chrill's  fake  ;  in  whom  all  tiie  promifcs 
are  Yea  and  Amen.  But  why  lliould  God  fave  f.;r 
Chrift's  fake?  What  obligation  is  Gcd  under  to  accept 
«)f  that  ranfom  and  atonement  in  the  blood  of  Chriil  for 
me  ?  Why?  Then  lall  of  all  it  flees  to  God's  name, 
and  fees  that  God's  name  will  be  more  magnified  la 
this  way  of  falvation,  than  it  can  be  in  any  other  way 
of  God's  dealing  with  it ;  and  hence  it  is  never  faid  he 
damns  for  his  name's  i'ake  ;  for  his  name  gets  not  fo 
much  glory  that  way.  Here  then  is  the  laft  fliift  of 
faith,  and  its  ultimate  refuge  and  ground  of  hope  ;  and 
there  is  ground  enough  here. 

Ufe  3.  The  next  Ufe  fliall  be  for  Examination.  Try 
whether  or  not  Gc^d  hath  begun  to  fave  you  for  his 
name's  fake  ;  or,  if  you  have  got  his  name  engaged  and 
concerned  in  your  falvation- work.  For  the  trial  of  thie 
interefting  point,  confider  the  following  things. 

I.  They  whom  God  hath  begun  to  fave  for  his  name's 
fake,  and  to  whom  he  will  be  further  merciful  for  his 
name's  fake, they  are  made  fenfible  thatGod  hath  hithef- 
to  helped  them  for  his  name's  fake;  and  that  they  are 
beholden  to  God's  name  for  every  bit  of  bread;  indebted 
to  his  name  for  their  prefervation  out  of  hell ;  obligated 
to  his  mercy  and  power,  that  l\il\verto\ve.Vi^'Cc\.V^^$^^> 
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pitied,  and  faved  them  from  everlafling  ruin  :  and  they 
are  fo  afFeded  with  his  mercy,  that  they  endeavour  to 
live  like  perfons  fenfible  of  this  obligation  they  are  under 
to  his  name;  though,  in  ftridl  juftice,  they  deferre  no- 
thing, and  God  may  fay,  as  Judges  x.  13.  "  I  will  deliver 
you  no  more;'*  and  fwear,  as  Jer.  xliv.  26,27.  "  Behold, 
I  have  fworn  by  my  great  name,  faith  the  Lord,  that  my 
name  lliall  be  no  more  named  in  the  mouth  of  any  man.'' 
Yet,  being  a  gracious  God,  will  not  utterly  leave  them, 
iSam.  xii,  22.  but  fave  them,  and  others,  for  their  fekc; 
lb  good  is  he  to  them,  Gen.  xviii.  32. 

2*  Hath  frowning  providence  done  you  good?  Ard 
you  purged  by  affliftious  ?  For  thefe  whom  God  delivers 
for  his  name's  fake,  their  deliverance  from  trouble  bears 
fome  refemblance  to  his  name  who  delivers. 

QtJts'r.  How  (hall  we  know,  when  God's  rod  hath 
done  its  work,  and  when  God  hath  faid,  //  ii  tMugbt 
1  Sam.  xxiv,  16. 

Answ.  (t.)  When  you  are  humbled  for  the  fin  that 
taufed  God  to  take  his  rod  in  his  hand  ;  fuch  as  want 
c(  love,  defpifing  the  gofpel,  abounding  of  error,  divi- 
fion,  unbrotherly  animofities.  Have  thefe  things  been 
lamented,  loathing  the  fimpliciiy  of  the  gofpel,  and  the 
{)lain  adminiftration  of  God's  ordinances  ?  Profeflbrs 
gro\vn  full  in  their  flomachs.  Is  the  cafe  altered?  The 
abounding  of  hypocrify  under  the  fpedous  name  of 
higher  attainments,  ifc. 

(2.)  When  a  people  can  thrive  under  merciful  provi- 
dences without  the  rod ;  for  God  will  not  needlefly 
afflia  any,  much  lefs  his  own  people^  i  Pet.  i-  6. 
Lam.  iii-  33.     More  particularly, 

I*  Are  your  falvation  and  God's  glory  tw^ifted  and 
toijjoitted  ?  Will  God's  name  be  a  lofcr,  if  your  bonds  be 
ftrengthened  and  continued  ?  Joflwa  feid,  **  What  wilt 
th&^  do  uftCo  thy  name?"  This  moved  God  to  Ibew  mercy 
«n  a  wicked  people,  Deut.  xxxii.  26,27.;  left  Ood  ibould 
loie  hid  declarative  glory  in  the  wonders  he  had  wrought 
for  Ifrael ;  left  the  heathen  ihould  fay,  God  canikot  fave 
bis  people.  Can  you  fay^  Oh  i  I  think  God  will  want 
m^ch  glory^  if  X  be  Aot  foved ;  and  I  cann^  think  that 

his 
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his  name  fhould  want  that  glory  and  praife  that  I  fee  it 
will  get  in  faving  me. 

2.  They  whom  he  faves,  for  his  name's  fake,  are 
brought  off  all  hope  of  being  favcd  for  their  own  fake:  as 
God  fays,  *'  Not  for  ycur  fakes  have  I  done  this,  but  my 
own  name's  fake;'*  fo  they  are  brought  to  fay,  not  for 
ray  fake  will  CJod  do  fo  and  fo,  but  for  his  name's  fake. 

3.  They  feek  all  they  want  from  God,  for  liis  name's 
fake.  Many  a  gracelefs  beggar  feeks  an  alms  for  God's 
fake,  that  know  not  what  they  fay;  but  believers  are  beg- 
gars at  God's  door,  and  they  feek  for  God's  fake  :  they 
feek  pardon  for  his  name's  fake,  with  JDavid  ;  *'  For  thy 
name's  fake,  pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  great:"  they 
feek,  faying;  Qiiicken  me,  for  thy  name's  fake  ;  purify, 
for  thy  name's  fake  ;  give  grace,  for  thy  name's  fake  : 
and  ^very  thing  they  feek,  is  for  his  name's  fake.  Thus 
they  lean  upon  his  lap,  and  give  evidence  of  their  being 
loved  with  an  everlaRing  love. 

4.  They  will  defire  to  do  much  for  his  name's  fake  ; 
and  will  be  content  to  fuffer  for  his  name's  fake.  Such 
is  their  regard  to  his  name,  that  every  duty  they  perform 
will  be  eafy  to  them,  when  they  have  his  name  and  ho- 
nour in  their  eye  ;  and  they  count  their  fufferings  all  to 
be  light,  when  they  fuffer  for  his  name:  this  wade  them 
take  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  Heb.  x.  34. 

5.  They  will  fet  his  name  on  high,  as  being  a  name 
above  e^fery  name.  Hence  they  will  defire,  and  endea- 
vour to  have  his  name  exalted  in  the  world,  that  all 
men  may  know  his  name :.  they  will  be  grieved  when 
his  name  is  profaned  and  blafphemed  ;  they  will  be 
content  that  their  name  fink  and  be  buried,  that  his 
may  arife,  faying,  Let  me  decreafe,  and  him  increafe ; 
whatever  may  come  of  my  name,  let  thy  name  be  exalt- 
ed :  their  ambition  will  be  to  have  his  name  written 
in  their  foreheads ;  "  I  will  write  upon  them  my  new 
name,"  Rev.  iii.  12. 

6.  They  approve  and  efleem  the  way  of  falvation,  for 
this  reaf:n,becaufe  God  faves  for  his  name's  fake:  their 
hearts  fay,  O  !  I  prize  falvation  the  better,  that  his 
name  is  honoured  thereby :  they  fet  his  name  abov^ 
their  falvation,  as  the  crown  of  if,  atiA  Vv\^  w^tw^\i^'^^i 

Vol.  V.  +0  ^^^^-^ 
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their  falvation,  as  the  ground  of  it ;  and  his  name  and 
attributes  round  about  theiK  falvation,  as  the  defence  of  it: 
the  place  of  their  defence  being  the  munition  of  rocks. 
His  name  is  a  rock  round  about  them;  "  As  the  moun- 
tains are  about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his 
people,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever."  As  that  is  his 
reaibn  for  faving  them,  even  his  name,  fo  it  is  the  rea- 
fon  for  expelling  falvation :  as  God's  argument  in  fav- 
ing them,  is  drawn, from  his  name  ;  fo  their  argument 
in  trufting  in  him  for  falvation,  is  drawn  from  his  name. 
O  !  but  this  is  what  fweetens  the  thoughts  of  falvation^ 
that  his  name  is  exalted  thereby  :  they  defire  no  other 
way  of  falvation  but  through  his  name* 

7.  They  not  only  run  to  this  ftrong  tower,  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  but  they  run  into  it,  and  reft  there  :  they 
hang  their  falvation  upon  this  ftrong  nail ;  they  build 
upon  this  everlafting  rock ;  here  they  have  their  reft. 
As  the  fparrow  and  fw allow  built  their  nefts  on  the  raf- 
ters of  the  temple  and  tabernacle,  and  there  laid  their 
young ;  fo  they  dwell  on  high  :  Chrift  is  the  temple, 
and  God's  name  and  attributes  are,  as  it  were,  the  lofty 
pillars  and  high  rafters  of  the  temple  ;  and  faith  builds 
there,  refides  there,  v^here  neither  the  devil,  nor  all  the 
powers  of^hell,  fliall  be  able  to  difturb  or  annoy  them  : 
there  they  dwell  fafely  from  the  fear  of  evil ;  there  they 
lay  their  young,  and  bring  forth  their  fruit  unto  God, 
even  all  the  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  which 
are  to  the  praife  and  gloiy  of  God  :  for,  as  from  him 
their  fruit  is  found,  Hof.  xiv.  8.  from  the  temple;  fo  their 
fruit  is  to  him,  being  dedicated  to  the  temple,  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  his  name  that  dwells  therein. 

8.  They  whom  God  has  begun  to  fave  for  his  name's 
fake,  as  their  confidence  is  placed  only  in  his  name,  as 
the  leading  argument  of  their  truft  ;  fo  this  argument 
will  carry  them  thro'  thoufands  of  diiEculties,  oppofiti- 
cns  and  impediments  that  feem  to  ly  in  the  way  of  their 
falvation  ;  this  name  of  God  will  ftrengthen  you  againft 
thoufands  of  temptations,  thoufands  of  objeftions.  Not- 
withltanding  your  fins,  your  guilt,  your  rebellion,  your 
5p^>ftafy,  the  wrath  gone  out  againft  you  for  fin,  as  it 

did  againft  Jonah ^  in  featiul  ft.xt^.m^o£  vtvdi^nation ;  yet 
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faith  will  look  again  to  Gcd's  holy  temple,  to  God's 
holy  name,  and  fay,  Nevertbelefs  be  faves  for  bis  namt^s 
fake:  there  are  thoufands  of  things  to  damp  and  difcou- 
rage  rae  in  looking  for  falvalion,  and  if  I  confider  them, 
I  muft  dcfpair ;  but,  with  Abraham,  I  defire  to  confider 
nothing  but  God's  name,  and  word  of  promife,  Rom. 
iv.  19.  Here  is  one  thing  that  can  overcome  all  things, 
O  !  I  hope  he  will  fave  me  for  his  name's  fake  ;  have 
you  won  here  ?  ftay  here,  and  you  are  fafe.  There  is 
not  a  man  fuller  of  God,  in  all  the  world,  than  he  that 
is  brought  to  nothing  before  God,  and  has  notliing  to  re- 
ly on  but  the  great  name  of  God.  That  name  never 
failed  a  foul  that  trulled  lo  it. 

In  a  word,  they  whom  God  faves  for  his  name's  fake, 
are  brought,  i.  To  know  his  name.  2.  To  trull  in  his 
name.  3.  To  love  his  name.  4.  To  fear  and  worfliip 
his  name. 

Ufe  4.  The  fourth  ufe  fhall  be  by  way  of  exhortation* 
And  our  exhortation  Ihallbe  tendered,  i.  To  fmners  in 
general.     2.  To  believers  in  particular. 

i/r.  To  all  fmners  in  general,  O  Sirs,  does  God 
fave  for  his  name's  fake,  and  that  with  a  notwitbftanding 
of  innumerable  fin^  ?  Then  let  finners  hope  in  his  name, 
and  fly  to  his  name  for  falvation. 

Quest.  How  is  this  dodlrine  the  ground  of  faith  to  ell, 
feeing  thofe  whom  God  defigns  to  fave  are  only  the  eleft, 
and  thefe  whom  he  aSlually  faves  are  only  believers  ? 
How  then  is  this  dofitrine  to  be  conceived  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  all  finners,  to  look  to  his  name  for  falva- 
tion ? 

Aksw.  Salvation  is  to  be  confidered  three  ways  ;  ei- 
ther falvation  decreed,  falvation  obtained,  or  falvation 
exhibited  in  the  word. — Salvation  decreed,  concerns  the 
ele£l  indeed;  and  the  cleftion  (hall  obtain:  but  thus  it  is 
not  the  firft  obje6l  of  anjr  man's  faith.  Who  are  eleft, 
is  a  fecret,  and  fecrct  things  belong  to  God.  You  are  not 
concerned  with  falvation  as  it  lies  in  the  decree. — Salva- 
tion obtained,  is  what  concerns  believers  ;  and  this  is 
not  the  cbjeft  of  any  man's  faith  either,  but  rather  the 
obj'^ut  of  the  fenfe  of  them  who.  ha\^  \X,  \q\v^^  \y\^>j 
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know  tliey  have  it.  But  falvat'on  exhibited  in  the 
Avord,  is  what  every  man  that  hears  the  gofpel  is  con- 
cerned with ;  falvation  promifed,  falvation  oflFered  in 
the  general  difpenfation  of  the  gofj^l,  with  a  particular 
invitation  to  every  one  to  look  to  Chrift  for  falvation* 
Now,  to  lay  hold  of  falvation  here;  as  it  lies  in  the  wcrd^ 
is  the  fafe  way  for  you  to  take;  if  you  \zy  hold  on  fal- 
vation exhibited  to  you  in  the  word,  then  yen  will  come 
to  find  it  falvation  obtained ;  and  when  you  find  it  fal- 
vation obtained,  then  you  may  find  it  falvation  decreed  : 
and  this  is  the  right  order  in  which  you  afcend  to  God's 
decree,  by  taking  hold  of  his  word,  when  to  you  the 
word  of  this  falvation  is  fent.  See  Rom.  x.  6,  7,  8.  **Say 
not,  even  in  thine  heart,  Who  fliall  afcend  to  heaven,'' 
to  fee  if  falvation  was  decreed  for  me  }  or,  "  Who  fliall 
defcend  into  the  deep,"  to  the  heart,  to  fee  If  falvation 
be  obtained?  you  will  find  no  objett  of  faith  in  yourfelf: 
biU  thq  word  is  nigh,  the  word  of  falvation  which  we 
prench;  it  is  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  to  be  ac- 
hnovv'ledged  with  the  mouth,  and  embraced"  y;ith  the 
Iieart,  ver.  9.  O  then,  finner,  his  word,  which  you  are 
called  to  take  hold  of,  is  his  nanie;  it  is  that  whereby  he 
makes  himfelf  known  :  fly  to  his  name,  and  look  for  fal- 
vation, as  it  is  in  his  word,  in  his  name.  And  in  coming 
to  him  for  falvation,  i.  Let  his  name  be  your  motive  ; 
for  thus  you  will  glorify  his  name.  2.  Let  his  name  ht 
your  tower,  to  which  you  fly  for  falvation.  3*  Let  his 
name  be  the  meafure  of  your  hope:  how  much  he  will  be 
glorified  in  faving  you,  fo  much  let  your  hope  and  ex- 
peftation  go  forth  that  he  will  do  fo.  4.  Let  his  name 
be  3'our  plea  and  argument:  *' What  wilt  thou  do  for  thy 
j^reat  name?"  Joih.  vii.  9.  O  fave  for  thy  name's  fake. 
*'  Father  glorifv  thy  name."  Gaft  anchor  here,  and  you 
fliall  ride  out  all  ftorms,  and  be  eternally  fafe. 

?.dly.  We  next  tender  our  exhortation  to  believers,  in 
particular,  v/ho  have  run  to  this  firong  tower  of  falvation, 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  O  admire  his  gvoodnefs,  admire 
Ills  name :  he  knows  all  your  fins  againft  him,  and  a- 
gainft  his  name ;  yet  for  his  name's  fake,  he  fhews  mer- 
ry.  O  !  let  fin  againft  fo  good  a  God  be  abhorred  :  let 
his  goodrxfs  lead  you  to  reptTvlanct  Tcv^tt  %.\vd  taore :  Tie 

tQT\V 


the  Ground  offcving  great  Sinners.  zoi. 

ear(Jb  is  full  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord.  O  bdiever,  are 
you  caiisd  by  his  name:  praifehim  for  his  infircy,  truth, 
iaithl'ulnels;  ''  Accardiug  to  Ujy  nara-e,  O  Godl,  ib  is  thy 
praile  untp  the  ends  ol'  the  earth;  'thy  right-hajKl  is  iall 
of  rigliteoufnefs,"  Pfal.  xviii.  lo.  O  Sirs^  aicribe  all  the 
mercy  you  met  with  to  his  narae  ;  and  fludy  to  be  meet 
objects  lor  God's  name,  to  be  more  and  mor^e  glorified, 
upon  his, engaging  his  uame  for  your  help.  Study  to  be- 
come luch  perfons  as  the  fcripture  require:  for  tiiough 
irnners  have  ground  oi*  bope^  that  he  ma^  do,  for  his 
name's  fake;  yetlaints  have  ground  of  hope  that  he  will 
do  far  his  aa^^niit's  f^ke;  the  gr-aceleis  may  run  to  bini 
with  hope,  that  he  may  begin  the  good  work,  for  his 
name's  fake;  but  the  gracious  anay  run  to  him  with  hope, 
that  he  will  perfe^l  the  good  work  for  Jus  oam^'s  £ake. 
His  name  is  engag^jd. 

In  a  word,  O  improve  his  name  in  every  cafe;  for  he 
hath  a  name  fuiting  every  want,  every  need.  Do  you 
need  wonders  to  be  wrought  for  you?  His  name  is  Won- 
derful :  look  to  him  fo  to  do,  for  his  name's  fake* — Do 
you  need  counfel  and  direftion?  His  name  is  the  Coiin- 
fell'jr:  cafl  yourfelf  on  him  and  his  name  for  this, — Have 
you  mighty  enemies  to  debate  with?  His  name  is  the 
mighty  God;  fcekhe  may  exert  his  power  for  his  name's 
fake. — Do  you  need  his  fatherly  pity?  His  name  .is  the 
everlalling  Father:  **  As  a  Father  pitieth  his  children, 
io  txhe  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him.'?  Plead  his 
pity,  for  his  name^s  fake. — ^Do  you  need  peace  external, 
internal,  or  eternal  ?  His  name  is  the  Prince  of  peace  ;  ' 
feek  for  his  name's  fake,  that  he  may  create  peace. — Do 
you  need  healing?  O  Sirs,  his  name  is  Jehovah-rophi, 
the  Lord  the  healer  and  phyfician:  feek,  for  his  name's 
fake,  that  he  may  heal  all  your  difeales. — ^Do  you  need 
pardon  ?  His  name  is  Jehovah-tsidkenu,  the  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs:  feek,  for  his  name's  fal:e,  that  he  maybe 
merciful  to  your  unrighteoufnefs. — Do  you  need  defence 
and  protedVion  ?  His  name  is  Jehovah-nissi,  the  Lord 
your  banner  :  feek  for  his  name's  fake,  'that  his  banner 
of  love  and  grace  may  be  fpread  over  you. — ^Do  you 
need  provifion  in  extreme  want?  His  name  is  Jeiiovah- 
jiHEH,  in  the  mount  of  the  Lord\X  ftv^Xi  \i^  S.t^\^^  ^^^^^ 
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Lord  will  provide. — ^Do  you  need  his  prefence  ?  Hi: 
name  is  Jehovah-shammah,  the  Lord  is  there  ;  Imma- 
NUEL,  God  with  us  :  look  to  him  to  be  with  you,  for 
his  name's  fake. — ^Do  you  need  audience  of  prayer !  His 
name  is  the  Hearer  of  prayer. — Do  you  need  ftrength? 
His  name  is  the  Strength  of  Ifrael. — ^Do  you  need  com- 
fort  ?  His  name  is  tlie  Gonfolation  of  Ifrael. — Do  you 
need  Ihelter  ?    His  name  is  the  city  of  refuge. — Have 

you  nothing  and  need  all  ?   His  name  is  All  in  all. 

Sit  down  and  devife  names  to  your  wants  and  needs, 
and  you  will  find  he  hath  a  name  fuitable  thereunto  : 
for  your  fupply,  he  hath  wifdom  to  guide  you ;  and  pow- 
er to  keep  you;  mercy  to  pity  you  ;  truth  to  ftiield  you; 
holinefs  to  fanftify  you  :  righteoufnefs  to  jullify  you ; 
grace  to  adorn  you  ;  and  glory  to  crown  you.  Truft  in 
bis  name,  who  faves,  for  his  name's  fake. 

SERMON 


C      203      ] 

SERMON     LXXX. 

HEAVEN'S  GRAND  REPOSITORY;  or,  the 

Father's  Love  to  the  Son,  and  depofiting  all'  things 
into  his  Hand,  a  ftrong  encouragement  to  Faith.* 

John  iii.  35. 

Tie  Father  lovetb  the  Son^  and  bath  given  all  things  into 

bis  band. 


MY  friends,  the  natural  ftate  we  are  all  into,  is  a 
ftate  of  poverty  and  want.  The  firft  Adam  fpent 
our  Itock,  and  left  us  nothing  but  fin,  and  mifery,  and 
death.  If  we  have  any  right  view  and  knowledge  of 
ourfelves,  we  will  know  that  we  are  now  curfed  in  want 
oi  all  things;  that  we  are  nothing  but  fin,  and  have  no- 
thing but  fin,  and  can  do  nothing  but  fin,  and  deferve 
nothing  but  hell.  As  creatures,  we  are  originally  no- 
thing; as  worthlefs  creatures,  we  are  lefs  than  nothing ; 
and  as  wicked  creatures,  we  are  worfe  than^  nothing.  If 
any  here  are  made  truly  fenfible  of  their  total  want  of  all 
that  is  good,  and  would  know  where  they  may  be  fup- 
plied,  ray  text  makes  a  difcovery  of  a  good  hand,  where- 
in there  is  a  greater  ftock  of  provifion  and  furniture 
than  ever  Adam  had  before  his  fall.  Here  is  a  fecond 
Adam,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  fo  well  qualified  for 
lupplying  our  wants,  that  there  was  never  a  hand  heard 

*    This   fubjefl  was  handled    in  two  fermons.     TLcj  firft  was  de- 
livered at  a  facramental  foJcmnity  at  Kinglafly,  June  I3t'j,  1731 

The   fecond  was  an  Adlion-fcrmon,  preached   at  DunierwJinc,   June 
27th,  T731. 
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tell  of  in  heaven  or  earth,  that  could  have  more  than  he 
hath;  *'  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all 
things  into  his  hand." 

It  i3  no  matter  though  you  have  nothing  in  your 
hand,  if  you  come  to  him  who  hath  all  things  in  his. 
As  the  apoltle  Paul  gloried  in  his  infirmities,  that  the 
power  of  Chrill  might  reft  upon  him:  fo,  it  were  good  if 
we  were  glorying  in  our  emptinefs,  that  the  fulnefs  of 
Chrift  might  be  magnified  in  us.  As  he  hath  a  full  hand, 
fcj  it  is  an  open  hand;  for,  this  immenfe  fulnels  is  made 
the  ground  of  faith,  as  you  fee  in  the  context ;  becaufe 
it  is  laid  down  as  a  foundation  of  what  follows  :  •*  He 
that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlafting  life."  What 
this  believing  is,  we  may  fee,  ver.  33.:  it  is  receiving 
hio  teltimgny,  and  fetting  to  the  feal  that  Grod  is  true, 
(rod  is  true,  whether  we  fet  to  our  feal  or  not ;  but,  by 
faith,  v/e  fubfcribe  to  his  truth;  and  hereby  God  reckons 
hiiTifelf  honoured  and  glorified :  for,  he  that  receiveth 
the  teltimony  of  Chrift,  fubfcribes  to  the  truth  of  God; 
and,  by  believing  in  Chrift,-  we  fet  to  our  feal  that  God 
is  true  to  all  the  promifes  made  Concernitig  Chrift ;  and 
fo  give  credit  to  all  that  he  hath  faid  by  the  prophets  ; 
and  that  he  is  true  to  all  the  promifes  made  in  Chrift, 
venturing  our  fouls  upon  the  veracity  of  God  :  and  the 
more  credit  we  give  him,  the  more  honour  we  put  upon 
him. 

Quest.  But  how  does  it  appear,  that  when  we  receive 
the  tedimony  of  Chrift,  we  receive  the  teftimony  of  God» 
and  fet  to  our  feal  that  God  is  true  ? 

ANsw^  Why,  becaufe  as  Chrift  is  the  Word  of  God^ 
fo  he  is  the  Sent  of  God,  to  deliver  the  word  of  God;  He 
<Ci)bom  God  baih  fent^fpeaketb  the  saords  of  Cod:  n,tid  he 
was  fent  of  God  for  this  very  end;  *'  A  prophet  fliall  the 
Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you,  from  amongft  your 
brethren,  like  unto  me;  him  fhall  you  hear  in  all  things, 
whatfocvcr  he  fliall  fay  unto  you."  But  for  clearing  this 
further,  we  fliall  propofe,  and  anfwer  another  queftion. 

Quest.  How  does  it  appear,  that  Chrift,  as  the  Sent 
of  God,  fpeakcth  the  words  of  Grod  ?  and  confequcntly, 
how  may  we  be  fure  of  this,  that  when  we  believe  the 
fruth  of  Chrift,  we  believe  iVvfe  \i\x\.Vv.  of  God* 
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Answ.  It  appears  that  he  fpeaks  nothiog  but  thtf 
words  of  God)  becaufe  he  hath  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
the  Spirit  above  meafurc;  for/'  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit 
by  meafure  unto  him."  The  prophets  of  old  had  the 
Spirit  in  a  limited  manner,  only  with  refpeft  to  forac 
particular  revelations,  and  fometimes  fpoke  of  theras. 
felves  ;  but  Ghrift  had  the  Spirit  always  refiding  in  him, 
without  ftated  meafure  or  limitation ;  and  therefore  fpoke 
always  the  words  of  God.  The  more  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  that  any  perfon  hath,  the  more  will  he  fpeak  the 
words  of  God  :  now,  the  Spirit  was  never  in  any  mere 
creature,  but  as  in  a  velTel ;  but  the  Spirit  was,  and  ii 
in  Chrifl:,  as  a  fountain,  and  as  in  a  bottomlefs  ocean : 
therefore  his  words  may  well  be  depended  upon,  and 
refled  in,  as  the  words  of  God.  Here  is  a  foundation 
for  faith,  in  refpeft  of  his  veracity.  But,  is  there  aa 
much  foundation  for  faith,  in  relpedl  of  his  ability  and  » 
furniture  every  way  ?  Yca^  there  is;  for,  "  He  loveth 
the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand/' 

In  which  words  we  may  notice  thefe  two  things 
following : 

1.  An  AfTertion  ;  *'  The  Father  loveth  the  Son :  He 
was  always  his  delight,'*  Prov.  viii.  30.  And  he  is  his 
delight  ftill. 

2.  A  Proof  and  Evidence  of  this  affertion  ;  **  He  hath 
given  all  things  into  his  hand."  He  gives  him  fo  much 
truft,  that  he  could  not .  entrull  him  with  more ;  for, 
what  more  can  be  conceived  than  all  things  ?  Love  is 
beft  known  and  evidenced  by  the  grfeatnefs  of^the  lover^ 
and  the  loving  gifts  he  bellows  upon  the  objeft  beloved* 
Here  is  the  greateft  gift,  evidencing  the  greateft  love  j 
The  Father  hath  lo'oed  the  «S5w,  and  bath  given  all  thing r 
into  bis  band.  This  is  the  honour  of  Ghrift,  and  tfa* 
happincfs  of  his  people,  that  the  Father  hath  given  all 
things  into  the  hands  of  Ghrift  the  Mediator.  If  you 
would  have  a  fum  of  thefe  all  things^-  it  ra&y  be  gathered 
from  what  follows,  \)iz.  that  it  is  everlafting  life^  and  alt 
that  attends  it,  and  all  the  means  that  lead  to  it ;  all  the 
parts  of  it,  and  all  things  that  belong  to  it ;  for  it  follows, 
*•  He  that  believeth  on  ther  Son,  hath  everlafting  life." 

The  text  then  lays  down  a  ftron^  ^twixA  ^l  ^^s^j^kw^- 
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ragemeat  to  believe  on  the  Son  of  God  unto  eternal 
life  :  therefore  we  may  lay  down  the  following  dodlrinal 
propolition  as  the  fum  of  it,  namely, 

Observ.  "  That  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son,  evi- 
"  denced  by  his  giving  all  things  into  his  hand, 
"  is  a  ftrong  argument  and  encouragement  for  faith 
"  to  believe  in  him.'' 

You  will  fee  this  fame  argument  adduced  and  made 
ufe  of  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hlmfelf,  Mat.  xi.  27,28. 
**  All  things  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father."  And 
aniongil  other  things,  all  the  Father's  counfels  and 
fecrets,  he  being  the  great  Secretary  of  heaven  :  and, 
what  follows  ?  **  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  Come  to 
me,  as  the  Father's  truftee,  who  hath  intrufted  rae 
v/ith  all  things. 

We  fhall  endeavour,  through  divine  affiftance,  to 
profecute  this  fubjeft  in  the  following  method. 

I.  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  the  Father's  love  to  the 
Son. 

II.  Speak  of  this  evidence  of  the  Father's  love :  and 
that,  I.  Shew  fome  of  thefe  things  the  Father  gives 
to  the  Son.  2.  Notice  the  import  of  the  expreflSon, 
He  gave  all  things  into  bis  band,  3.  How  this 
evidences  the  Father's  love  to  him.  4,  Why  he 
hath  thus  manifefted  his  love  to  him. 

III.  How  this  love  of  the  Fether,  thus  evidenced,  in 
giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  is  a  ground  of  faith. 

IV.  Make  fome  Application  of  the  whole. 

I.  I  am  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  Father's  love  to  the 
Son.  For  clearing  of  this,  there  are  thefe  following 
Pofitions  I  would  offer. 

Firft  Pofition  is,  "  That  there  are  many  fcriptural 
**  expreffnns  of  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son."  He  is 
called  the  Beloved^  emphatically,  Eph.  i.  6.  He  is 
called  his  dear  Son,  or  the  Son  of  bis  love.  Col.  i.  13. 
He  folemnly  declares  his  love  to  him  from  heaven  three 
feveral  times  ;  once,  at  his  baptifm ;  again,  at  his 
transSgiiration  i  and  afterw^itda  in  his  ajony,  by  that 
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audible  voice,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
am  vvell'plealed.'*  He  expreffes  himfelf  with  the  great- 
ell  complacency  in  him ;  and  that  in  fuch  terms,  as 
might  invite  all  the  world  to  fall  in  love  with  him : 
*'  Behold  my  fervant,  whom  I  uphold ;  mine  eleil,  in 
whom  my  Ibul  delighteth,"  Ifa.  Ixii.  i. 

Second  Pcfition.  **  That  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son, 
"  imports  ibmething  in  it  that  is  very  great  and  glorious,'* 
It  imports,  that  there  is  an  infinite  and  inconceivable 
fweetnefs  in  the  perfon  of  Ghrilt,  and  in  his  undertaking, 
that  renders  him  the  obje£l  of  his  Father's  deareft  love 
and  complacency.  There  is  fuch  a  lovelinefs  in  him, 
as  makes  him  not  only  the  darling  of  faints,  but  the 
darling  of  his  Father.  It  imports,  that  the  Father's 
heart  is  fixed  upon  him;  that  his  very  foul  is,  as  it  were, 
knit  unto  him.  Would  you  know  where  to  find  God's 
heart,  fo  as  to  get  a  fhare  of  his  heart's  love  ?  Then, 
get  into  Chrift  ;  for,  his  heart  is  fixed  upon  him,  and 
rejoices  in  him  :  and,  indeed,  they  that  rejoice  in  Chrift, 
they  partake  of  his  Father's  joy  and  delight. 

Third  Pofition.  "  That  there  are  feveral  capacities 
**  in  which  the  Father  loveth  the  Son."  He  loves  him 
as  his  Son,  and  he  loves  him  as  his  Servant ;  he  loves 
him  as  God,  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity, 
a*id  he  loves  him  as  Mediator,  God-man. — He  loves 
him,  I  fay,  as  God  the  Son  ;  therefore  called,  **  The 
only  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father," 
John  i.  18.  This  is  exprefled  in  terms  adapted  to  our 
capacity  :  but  it  is  a  myftery  too  deep  for  us  to  fathom; 
for,  how  one  divine  perfon  loves  another  divine  perfon, 
none  but  a  divine  perfon  can  underftand.  How  the 
Father  loves  the  Son,  none  but  the  Father  and  the  Son 
can  (;pmprehend.  As  he  is  begotten  of  the  Father, 
by  an  eternal  and  an  ineffable  generation  ;  fo  he  is  loved 
of  the  Father  by  an  internal  and  an  ineffable  love.  The 
Father  cannot  but  love  him  as  he  loves  himfelf;  for, 
as  in  refpeft  of  his  nature  and  effencc,  he  is  one  God 
with  the  Father  and  eternal  Spirit ;  fo,  in  refpefil  of  his 
perfonality,  he  is  his  Father's  exact  pifture,  being  the 
image  of  the  invifible  Gcd,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon. — Again,  He  loves  him  aa  Mtd\^Xot^O^.\K^^^ 
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in  which  office  he  is  the  Father's  Servant  on  our  bufmefs, 
Behold  my  Servant y  wbom  I  upbald,  Ifa.  Ixii.  I.  This  is 
what  moil  concerns  us  ;  for  what  would  it  avail  us  to 
hear  only  that  the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  if  we  had  no 
ihare  of  that  love  ?  But,  behold,  here  is  the  good  news 
of  the  gofpel,  that  the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  as  he  is 
clothed  with  the  office  of  a  Mediator  and  Saviour, 
to  fave  the  like  of  you  and  rae.  He  loves  him  as  his 
Servant,  whom  he  hath  chofen  to  his  office  :  he  loves 
him  as  his  Anointed,  whom  he  hath  qualified  for  this 
work;  *'  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  and  he  fliall 
bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles ;"  that  is,  to  bring 
forth  light  and  falvation  to  the  Gentiles :  for  he  loves  and 
delights  in  him  as  one  whom  he  hath  given  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people,  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to  c^n  the 
blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prilon. 

Fourth  Pofition,  "  That  there  are  feveral  things  for 
**  which  the  Father  loves  the  Son,  as  our  Mediat^>r." 
He  loves  him  for  his  undertaking  of  this  office  from  all 
eternity  ;  and  heflce  he  is  faid  to  be  his  Father's  delight, 
while  his  delight  was  with  the  fons  of  men,  rejoicing  in 
the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  Prov.  viii.  30,  31,  The 
Father  was  fo  much  irj  love  with  him,  for  this  undertak- 
ing, that  he  promifed  to  fupport  him  therein;  Behold^  my 
^ervant^  whom  I  uphold!  And  he  folemnly  engages, 
that  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Ihould  profper  in  his  hand, 
Ife^  liiL  10.  As  he  loves  him  for  his  undertaking,  fo 
he  loves  him  for  his  performance  of  the  work;  by  his 
coming,  and  domg,  and  dying,  that  he  might  fioi&  the 
work  the  Father  gave  him  to  do.  The  hardeft  part  of  the 
work  feemed  to  be  that  of  his  dying,  and  giving  himfelf 
a  facrifice  ;  and  fee  how  the  Father  loves  him  few:  this, 
John  K.  17.  "Therefore  doth  the  Father  love  me,  becaufe 
I  lay  down  my  life,  that  I  may  take  it  up  again."  Eph. 
V.  2.  "  He  gave  himfelf  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet-tfmelling 
favour  unto  Grod."  The  Father  was  delighted  with  his 
doing  and  dying,  his  aftive  and  paffive  obNedience ;  be- 
caufe, by  this  means,  he  wrought  out  an  evcrlafting 
rrghteoufnefs  for  our  juftification,  to  the  honour  of  the 
law  ar.d  jufHce  of  God;  "  The  Lord  is  well-pleafed  for 
bis  r/g-bteoufnefs'  lake  ;  he  will  magnify  the  law^  and 
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Hiake  It  honourable,"  Ifa.  xlii.  21.  The  Father  La'CS 
kim  for  every  thing  he  did  as  our  Redeemer  ;  for,  "  He 
did  always  thofe  things  that  pleafedbim,"  John  viii.  29. 
He  loves  hira  for  his  compaffion  and  tender  fympathy 
he  bears  with  finners;  therefore  it  was  faid  of  him, 
*^  A  bruifed  reed  fhall  he  not  break,  and  the  fmoaking 
flax  fhall  he  not  quench,  until  he  hath  fent  forth  judg- 
ment unto  vidlory,"  Ifa,  xlii.  3. — He  loves  him  for  his 
courageous  encountering  with  his  fuffcrings  in  our  room, 
ver.  4.  "  He  ftiall  not  fail  nor  be  difcouragcd,  till  he 
hath  fet  judgment  in  the  earth;  and  the  iflcs  fliall  wait 
for  his  law." — ^Yea,  the  Father  is  delighted  with  him, 
ior  what  he  is  doing,  namely,  his  praying,  and  inter* 
ceding  in  heaven  :  he  never  rejedts  any  cf  his  prayers, 
but  hears  him  always,  John  xi.  42.     Again, 

Fifth  Pofition.  •*  That  there  are  feveral  properties  of 
"  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son,"  It  is  an  eternal  love; 
it  is  an  unchangeable  love;  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day, 
and  for  eVer. — It  is  a  tender  and  affeftionate  love  ; 
therefore  called  his  beloved  Son,  his  dear  Son. — It  is 
a  wife  love,  though  he  loved  him  dearly,  yet  he  would 
not  let  fin  pafs  unpuniihed,  when  but  imputed  to  him  ; 
"  The  Lord  hath  chaftifed  me  fore,"  fays  Chrift,  Pfalm 
cxviii.  18.  *'  The  chafiifement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him."r — It  is  a  boundlefs  love  and  unlimited;  it  is  a  love 
that  paffcth  knowledge:  and,  indeed,  God*s  love  to  his 
people,  in  Chrift,  hath  thefe  properties;  and  if  it  be  inef- 
fable and  boundlefs, what  thought  can  we  haveof  the  vaft- 
nefsof  hislove  toChrift  ? — In  aword,it  is  a  bountiful  L)ve, 
as  appears  by  the  efFefts  of  it;  which  leads  me  to  the 

Sixth  Pofition.  *'  That  there  are  feveral  effedls  of 
"  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son,  feveral  evidences  and 
"  difcojveries  of  it ;"  fuch  as,  his  choofing  him,  from 
eternity,  to  this  honourable  work  ;  upholding  him  there- 
in ;  revealing  all  his  mind  and  bofom  to  him  ;  accepting^ 
of  him;  and  being  well-pleafed  with  all  that  he  did; 
exalting  and  glorifying  him  at  his  right-hand;  com* 
inandinjtT  all  men  to  pay  honour  to  him. — ^But  the  parti- 
cular eflTeft  and  evidence  of  his  love  here  mentioned,  ia 
the  great  truft  he  commits  to  him  ;  he  hath  given  alt 
things  into  his  hand.     This  leads  me. 
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IL  To  the  fecond  thing  propoled,  namely;,  To  fpeak 
of  this  evidence  and  efFedl  of  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son, 
he  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand.  Here  confider, 
I.  What  are  thefe  things  the  Father  gives  into  Ghrill's 
hand.  2.  What  is  the  import  of  the  expreffion,  his  giv- 
ing  all  things  into  his  hand.  3.  How  this  evidenceth  the 
Father's  love  to  him.  4.  Wny  he  hath  thus  raanifelled 
bis  love  to  him. 

t/>.  What  are  thefe  things  the  Father  hath  given  into 
Chrift's  hand?  All  tbingSy  fays  the  text;  and  farely  it  is 
but  fmie  of  all  things  we  can  mention. 

I.  All  government  is  given  into  his  hand;  '*  To  us  a 
child  is  b.)rn,  to  us  a  fon  is  given,  and  the  government 
Ihall  be  upon  his  ilioulders; — of  the  increafe  of  his  go- 
vernment and  peace  there  Ihall  be  no  end,  upon  the 
throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and 
to  eftabliih  it  with  judgment  and  with  juftice,  from 
henceforth  even  for  ever  :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hofls 
will  perform  this,"  Ifa.  ix.  6,  7.  And  it  is  a  wonderful 
government;  for  his  name  is  called.  Wonderful.  A  wife 
government ;  for,  he  is  the  Gounfellor:  A  powerful,  di- 
vine government ;  for  he  is  the  mighty  God  :  An  ever- 
lading  and  a  friendly,  fatherly  government ;  he  is  the 
everlaiting  Father  :  A  princely  and  peaceable  govern- 
ment; for  he  is  the  Prince  of  peace:  And  it  is  a  growing 
government ;  for,  *'  Of  the  increafe  of  his  government 
and  peace,  there  fhall  be  no  ^md:"  It  is  an  univerfal 
government;  and  therefore  it  is  faid,  "  All  power  in  hea- 
ven and  earth  is  given  unto  him,"  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  He 
is  Lord  of  all,  and  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church, 
Eph.  i.  22.  Angels  are  his  fervants,  devils  are  his  cap- 
tives, and  all  flefli  is  in  his  hand;  '*  Thou  haft  given  him 
pQwer  over  all  flefn,  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  unto  as 
many  as  thou  haft  given  him,"  John  xviii.  2.  Both  the 
golden  fjeptre  and  the  iron  rod  are  given  into  his  hand: 
t!ie  government  c?f  the  world,  and  the  government  of 
the  church.  He  is  the  great  Lord  difpofer  of  all  events, 
and  the  great  Lord  difpenfer  of  all  bleflings,  and  the 
great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  ;  7'Jbe  Father  bath  com- 
mitted all  judgment  unto  the  Son^  John  v.  22. 
2.  As  all  government  is  given  into  his  hand,  fo  all 
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grace  is  given  into  his  hand;  eternal  life,  and  all  its  prer 
liminaries.  The  fecond  Adam  has  got  all  the  ftock  put 
into  his  hand,  therefore  he  is  faid  to  be  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth:  and  out  of  his  fuL 
nefs  we  are  to  receive,  and  grace  for  grace,  John  i.  14. 
i6.  All  grace  is  in  his  hand,  fo  as  there  is  no  grace  to 
be  had  any  where  elfe :  jullifying  grace,  fanclifying 
grace,  faving  grace,  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit ;  yea, 
the  Spirit  and  all  his  graces,  all  his  gifts ;  his  niiiTioa 
and  motions,  are  in  the  hand  of  Chrift.  The  context  fayr, 
he  has  the  Spirit  above  meafure  :  and  the  difpenfing  of 
the  Spirit  in  what  meafure  he  pleafes  to  us  is  in  his  hand, 
John  xvi.  7.  and  xv.  26.  He  hath  the  fending  of  the 
Spirit  in  his  hand,  infomuch  that,  when  the  Father 
iends  the  Spirit,  he  fends  him  in  Chrift's  name ;  "  The 
Comforter,  which  is  the  holy  Ghoft,whom  the  Father  will 
fend  in  my  name,  he  Ihall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring 
all  things  to  your  remembrance,"  John  xiv.  26. 

3.  All  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant  are  given  into  Lis 
hand;  therefore  we  are  blelTed  in  him,  with  all  fpiritual 
bleffings,  in  heavenly  places.  Hence,  fays  the  apoftle, 
'  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  hath  thus  bleffed  us,'  Eph.i.3.  Therefore  it  is  faid, 
*•'-  Men  fhall  bleffed  in  him,  and  all  nations  fliall  call  him 
bleffed;  and  in  him  iliall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
bleffed."  You  have  a  fum  of  thefe  fpiritual  bleffings  that 
are  in  Chrift,  i  Cor.  i.  lo.  "  Of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fanftification,  and  redemption."  No  flefti  muft  glory  in 
his  fight;  but,  that  all  flefti  might  glory  in  the  Lord,  and 
have  no-where  elfe  to  go  for  any  bleffing,  but  to  that 
bleffed  hand,  into  which  the  Father  hath  given  all  things. 

4.  All  the  promifes  of  the  covenant  are  given  into  his 
hand  ;  he  is,  therefore,  the  centre  of  all  the  promifes  ; 
**  All  the  promifes  of  God  in  him  are  Yea,  and  in  him  A- 
raen,  to  the  glory  of  God,"  i  Cor.  i.  20.  As  the  promifc 
js  affirmed  by  his  word,  and  confirmed  by  his  blprU  ; 
fo,  the  donation  of  the  promifes,  and  aj^lication  of  the 
promifes,  is  in  his  hand.  All  the  promifes  are  primarily 
made  to  him,  and  fecondarily,  to  us  in  him.  As  the 
immediate  obje£l  of  faith  is  the  word  o^  ^VQ>m\^t.\  ^^^ 
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when  faith  intermeddles  with  the  promife,  it  cannot  but 
fee  Chrift  in  it,  and  it  in  Ghrifl :  fafith  takes  Chrift  in 
the  promife,  and  the  promife  in  Chrift. 

5.  All  the  fulnefs  of  God  is  given  into  his  band,  as 
Mediator ;  **  It  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  fhould  all 
falnefs  dwell,"  Col.  i.  19.  And  chap.  ii.  9.  "In  him  dwells 
all  the  falnefs  of  the  Godhead  bjdily."  All  the  fulnefs  of 
divine  perfeclion  is  in  him  ;  for,  he  is  the  wifdom  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  God  ;  and  all  the  other  attributes  of 
God,  and  all  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  glory  of  all  thefe 
perfefikions  of  God,  is  in  him,  to  be  feen;  *'  For  God,  who 
commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  ihined 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his 
glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,"  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 

6.  All  the  work  that  the  Father  had  to  do,  was  and* 
js  given  into  his  hand. — The  work  of  creation  was  given 

into  his  hand  of  the  Father ;  for,  "  By  him  he  made  the 
worlds,"  Heb.  i.  2. — The  work  of  providence  is  given 
into  his  hand ;  **  He  upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of 
his  power,"  ver.  3. — ^The  work  of  redemption,  and  all 
the  parts  of  it,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  redemp- 
tion by  the  price  of  his  blood;  redemption  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit ;  redemption  from  the  law,  from  fin,  Satan, 
death,  and  hell ;  and  redemption  to  eternal  life  is  all  in 
his  hand.  Ifa.  Ixi,  i.  **  Tlie  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is 
upon  me  ;  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  to  the  meek  ;  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  : 
to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,"  8cc,  The 
Father  hath  anointed,  and  qualified,  and  furnilhed  him 
for  the  work ;  and  clothed  him  with  all  offices,  fuch  as, 
Prophet,  Prieft,  King,  Surety,  Saviour,  Mediator,  and 
Redeemer,  for  accoraplifhing  the  work  :  and  thus  he  is 
cntrufted  with  all  his  Father's  bufinefs.  This  he  knew 
after  he  entered  the  ftage  of  this  world  in  our  nature ; 
?L'i  twelve  years  of  age,  he  faid  to  his  parents  that  were 
fceking  him  forrowing; "  Wherefore  was  it  that  ye  fought 
me  ?  wift  ye  not  that  I  rauft  be  about  my  Father'sbufinefs  ?" 
Luke  ii.  49.  And  all  the  time  he  was  on  earth,  he  never 
rcAcd  till  he  finiftied  the  votV.  v(Vi\d\  \3\^  Father  gave 
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him  to  do.  And  the  work  that  is  yet  upon  bis  hand,  re- 
lating to  the  application  of  redemption,  he  is  relilcjfs  tiil 
it  be  finished. — In  a  word,  all  things  that  the  Father 
hath  are  given  into  his  hand,  John  xvi.  15.  ''  All  things 
that  the  Father  hath  are  mine:*'  infomuch  that  he  is  the 
Author  and  Creator  of  all  things,  John.  i.  i.  ''  All  things 
were  made  by  him."  And  the  upholder  of  all  things,  as 
he  is  the  proprietor  of  all  things,  by  the  Father's  donation, 
Mat.  xi.  27.  *^  All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my 
Father."  And  he  is  the  centre  of  all  things,  Eph.  i.  10. 
*'  That  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  fulnefs  of  times,  he 
might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things,  both  which  are 
in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth."  He  is  the  Head  of 
all  things,  Eph.  i.  22.  Col.  ii.  10.  He  is  the  Heir  of  all 
things,  Heb.  i.  2.     But  now  I  come  to  fliew, 

2dlyy  What  is  the  import  of  the  expreffion,  He  hatb 
given  aU  things  in4o  bis  band.  1  think  the  words  im- 
port, 

I.  The  freenefs  of  this  difpenfation.  O  !  in  what  a 
free  manner,  and  with  what  a  free  heart  hath  the  Fa- 
ther given  all  things  into  Chrift's  hand!  All  God's  gifts 
are  free;  but  never  did  he  give. any  thing  more  freely 
than  he  gave  all  things  into  Chritt's  hand.  Love  is  al- 
ways free  in  its  donations  to  the  objeft  beloved  ;  and 
the  Father's  love  to  the  Son  being  infinitely  great,  O  ! 
how  freely  hath  the  Father  given  all  things  to  the  Son  ? 
It  is  true,  that  all  things  that  concern  the  happinefs  of 
his  people,  and  all  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant  were 
•dearly  purchafed  by  the  Lord  Jefus ;  and  fo  it  cannot 
he  faid  of  what  God  hath  given  to  Chrift,  as  Mediator, 
as  it  muft  be  faid  of  what  he  gives  us,  that  it  is  without 
our  merit,  and  without  motive  on  our  part ;  for,  in 
Chrift,  there  is  infinite  value  in  his  blood,  to  merit ; 
and  infinite  dignity  and  lovelinefs  in  his  perfon,  to  move 
the  Father  to  give  all  things  to  him  ;  and  therefore, 
when  I  fay  it  was  a  free  gift,  do  not  underftand  it  as  free 
in  oppofition  to  merit  or  motive,  for  they  were  both  in 
Chrift  to  an  infinite  degree  ;  but  it  is  free  in  oppofition 
to  force  or  conftraint.  The  Father  had  no  reluftancy  in 
his  infinite  mind,  no  grudge  in  his  heart  in  giving  all 
things  into  Chrift's  hand ;  nay,  it  w^^  \V\*i>v\  \w^v\^K\^ 
'Vol.  V.  +  P  V.^^^- 
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fi-anknefs  and  freedom  ;  for  it  was  in  infinite  luve  and 
kindnefs. 

2.  The  words  import  the  fulnefs  of  this  difpenfaticn; 
the  Father  hath  given  him  all  things;  he  hath  kept  no- 
thing back  from  him-  He  hath  given  him  all  his  mind, 
sU  his  heart,  all  his  counfel,  all  his  fecrets,  all  h;s  trea- 
furer,  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  all  his  glory,  all  his 
authority  ;  all  things  in  heaven,  and  earth,  and  under 
the  earth;  all  perfons,  and  cafes,  and  caufes ;  nothing  is 
v.- ith-held  *. 

3.  The  words  import  the  fitnefs  of  Chrift  to  bear  the 
v/eight  of  all  things.  What  hand  could  be  fit  to  put  all 
thinp;s  into?  Well  did  the  Father  know  wlio  is  the  fit 
liand;  and,  behold!  infinite  wildom  fees  none  fo  fit  as 
Chr'ifl,  that  fo  all  things  might  meet  in  the  centre,  tvcn 
ill  the  middle  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  and  that 
nil  things  might  hang  in  the  midlt  between  heaven  and 
earth,  between  God  and  man  ;  therefore,  infinite  wif- 
dom makes  all  things  concentre  in  a  God-man,  that  thus 
poor  finful  men  might  get  hold  of  all  things  they  Hand 
in  need  of  in  Chrift;  even  of  Godhimfelf;  for,  "  G oil  is 
in  Chrift." 

/[.  The  words  import  the  firmnefs  of  his  title  to  all 
thingr>,  infomuch,  that  net  only  hath  he  a  natural  right, 
as  God  ;  but  a  donative  right,  as  Mediator,  God-man,- 
to  all  things;  which  are  fo  put  into  his  hand,  that  they 
are  under  his  ai^thority  :  all  things  that  belong  to  his 
church,  being  in  his  hand,  are  at  his  keeping;  all 
things  that  can  befal  his  church,  being  in  his  hand,  are 
at  his  difpoTal  ;  all  things  finners  need,  being  in  his 
hand,  arc  at  his  giving  :  and,  indeed,  all  thines  are 
jtriven  into  his  hand,  that  he,  having  a  full  hand,  finners 
■    may  come  and  Iharc  of  his  fulnefs.     Rut,  - 

3<f/y,  How  doth  this  evidence  the  Father*s  love ;  or, 
Vi'hat  love  appears  in  this  ?     Why, 

I.  The  Father's  giving  all  things  into  Chrift's  hand, 
fliews  his  love  to  him  to  be  a  confiding  love  ;  a  love  at- 
tended with   confidence   in  him,  that  he  can  truft  him 

*  S-vtrai  c^  thcfe  pariicu^ais  may  be  fccn  ccplorily  q'cr.ed  up  a- 
/a'V.*5  on  a  Aibjcil  lomcwlmt  \[k8LrW.lc\,  VoU  IV»  p.  4.: 4,-- -4- 8, 
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whh  all  things  thut  con:crn  \\\z  greatefl:  gl>ry,  anj  his 
j>eopIe's  good  ;  that  he  is  the  Faiher's  C<jniiJi;nt  and 
great  Trullce,  vvhoiU  he  can  trull  with  all  his  treafurc; 
of  grace  and  glory,  with  all  his  treafures  of  p-.wcr  and 
majefty.  He  loves  him  fo,  that  he  can  entruii  hxca  witli 
all  things.  He  is  entrulled  with  all  the  keys  of  his  Fa- 
ther's lioufe ;  '' I  go  to  prepare  a  place  f^r  you,  that 
where  I  am,  there  you  xn^y  he  alio,"  John  xlv.  ::.  and 
with  the  keys  of  hell  and  deaih.  Rev.  i.  18. 

2.  The  Faclier's  giving  ail  things  into  Chrlft's  hand, 
Ihews  his  love  to  him  1 1  be  a  coniplacenlial  love,  A  lover 
is  kaovvai  by  his  gilcs  ;  we  give  gifts  to  tbeni  vvc  love  ; 
the  more  we  love  them,  the  more  we  give  them.  Here 
then  13  the  greatcfl  gift,  arguing  the  highell  love,  ihj 
deareil  love,  the  mofl  complacenlial  love*  He  givci 
him  not  only  to  the  half,  but  to  the  whole  of  his  king- 
dom :  tlie  w^iole  of  his  dominion  and  empire  :  he  gives 
him  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermcll 
ends  of  the  earth  for  his  pt  irdTim,  Pfal.  ii-  8.     Hence, 

3.  It  fhews  that  his  love  to  him  is  a  generous  love  : 
what  greater  generofity  can  be  manifelled,  than  by  giv- 
ing him  all  things  ?  Could, he  give  him  mor.e  ?  No  ;  it 
is  as  much  as  God  could  give  ;  and,  indeed,  God  <  nly 
could  give  fuch  a  gift ;  and  it  is  only  God  that  could 
receive  fuch  a  gift.  It  is  only  the  proprietor  of  all  things 
that  could  give  them  ;  and  it  is  only  the  proprietor  of* 
all  things  that  could  take  them  in  his  hand,  and  under 
his  management. 

4.  It  ftievvs  that  his  love  to  him  is  a  fuperlative  love, 
and  that  he  loves  him  above  all  things,  therefore  gives 
all  things  into  his  hand.  If  there  were  any  thing  that  the 
Father  loved  better  than  Chriil,  he  would  have  kept  that 
out  of  his  hand;  but  liaving  given  him  all  things,  it 
fays,  there  is  nothing  he  .can  lay  in  balance  with  him. 
O  !  how  Ihould  we  love  him  above  all  things  as  the  Fa- 
ther doth?  We  do  not  love  him  at  all,  if  we  do  not  love 
him  above  all. 

5.  It  fhews,  that  his  love  to  him  is  an  ingenuous  love; 
there  is  no  flattery  here,  nor  difingenuity  ;  but  the  mcfn 
wonderful  affedVion,  proved  by  the  mod  confpicuous 
a.Stion;   and  the  love  of  his  heart  cvi^ctvctdU-j  vW\v»nv:: 

P  2  ^^ 
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of  his  hand,  which  he  hath  opened  {o  wide  to  hira  as  to 
give  him  all.  The  Father  and  the  Son  not  only  join 
hands,  as  it  were,  as  many  will  do,  where  there  is  little 
ingenuity  of  l«:ve,  and  integrity  of  afFedlion  ;  but  the 
Father  opened  his  hand  and  put  all  things  into  the  hand 
cf  his  Son. 

6.  It  fliews,  that  his  love  to  him  is  a  conftant  loVe,  and 
that  he  will  never  repent  that  he  fet  his  love  upon  him  ; 
for,  ''  The  gifts  and  callings  of  God  are  without  repent- 
ance:" and  therefore,  as  he  will  never  recal  his  love  to 
Qirid;  fo,  he  will  never  take  out  of  Chriil's  hand  any 
thing  tliat  he  hath  given  him.  Not  one  foul  of  all  the 
cledt  of  whom  Chrill  fays,  '^  Thine  they  were,  thou  gav- 
ell  them  me,"  John  xvii.  6.;  not  one  foul  of  them,  no, 
ilot  the  pooreft  youth  or  girl  in  the  world  will  he  ever 
take  out  of  his  hand  again.  Nay,  the  Father^s  hand  and 
his  meet  together,  as  it  were,  and  hold  them  faft,  that 
they  may  never  perifh,  never  be  loft,  John  x.  28,-^-30. 
The  Father  hath  given  him  all  power  in  his  hand  to 
fave  and  quicken  whom  he  will,  Juhn  v.  21.:  and  he 
will  never  revoke  the  power  and  authority  that  is  given 
liim. — Thus  you  fee  how  the  Father's  giving  him  all 
things,  evidences  his  love  ;  and  what  love  it  evidences. 
In  a  v/ord,  it  evidences  infinite  love,  eternal  love,  im- 
changeable  love. 

4fZ>/T,  I  am  to  fhew,  why  he  thus  manifefls  his  love 
to  him,  by  giving  all  things  into  his  hands.     And, 

I.  The  Father  manifefts  his  love  to  the  Son,  by  giv- 
ing him  all  things,  becaufe  the  Son  lays  cfut  all  things 
that  he  gets,  for  his  Father's  honour  and  glory.  For  ex- 
ample, the  words  which  the  Father  gave  him,  he  gives 
out  to  his  people  ;  "  Ihave  given  unto  th^m  the  words 
v/hich  thou  gaveft  me.  I  have  given  unto  them  thy 
word,"  John  xvii.  8.  14.-^ Again,  the  Spirit  which  the 
Father  gives  to  him,  he  gives  to  them;  The  %\)ater  that  I 
Jh^ll  [^he  him^  Jhall  be  in  bim  a  well  cf  ivater^  fp^^^S'^S 
tip  unto  evcrlajdn^  life,  John  iv.  14. — And  both  his 
word  of  rrace,  and  Spirit  of  grace,  poured  into  thie  Me- 
(Ir.tar's  Iip3,  are  what  he  p/ives  out,  in  a  conformity  to 
the  pronVrfe;  ''  This  is  my  covenant  with  them,  faith  the 
Lord,  my  Spirit  that  is  upoY\\\\tt\  x\.v\d  vny  words,  which 
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I  have  put  into  thy  moiitIi»  fliall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed;  nor  out  of  the 
Ricuth  of  thy  feed's  feed,  faith  the  Lord,  from  hencefortli 
and  for  ever,''  Ifa.  lix.  21. — Thus  he  that  hath  received 
gifts  for  men,  and  to  whom  the  Father  hath  given  all 
things  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  he  gives  out  v/hat 
he  hath  received, to  the  Fathei'shonourand  glory.  Henc^, 
fays  Chrill,  John  xvii.  4.  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
earth  ;  I  have  finiflied  the  work  which  thou  gavcil  me  to 
do."  And  what  v/ork  ?  See  a  notable  part  of  the  work, 
ver.  22.  ''  The  glory  which  thou  gavell  me,  I  have  given 
them."  And  what  is  that  glory  ?  Sec  a  notable  part  of 
that  mentioned,  vcr,  23.  even  the  glory  of  his  grace  and 
love,  drawing  them  to  ofienefs  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son  ;  "  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me  ;  that  they  may  be 
made  perf'eft  in  one  ;  -and  that  the  world  may  know  that 
thou  hall  font  me,  and  halt  lovjithem,  as  thou  hall 
loved  me."  It  lies  in  manifefllng  his  love,  his  Father's 
lovQ  to  them,  in  the  refemblance  that  it  bears  of  his 
Father's  li>ve  to  him.  G(k1,  therefore,  manifefted  his  love 
to  Cbriit,  in  giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  becaufc  hci 
lays  out  all  things  the  Father  gives  him  to  the  Father'^ 
glory  :  hence  he  is  exalted  as  Lo-rd,  ''  To  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father,"  Phil.  ii.  9.  As  Lord  of  lords,  and  Lord 
of  all-things,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  that  he  may 
bring  in  the  revenue  of  praife  and  glory,  and  of  all  thingfs 
to  the  Father.  And  thus,  by  him  a  revenue  of  honour 
copies  in  to  the  crown  of  heaven,  and  glory  to  God  in 
the  higbefl. 

2.  The  Father  has  manifefled  his  love  to  his  Son,  by 
giving  him  all  things,  bcoaufe,  as  he  is  one  with  the 
Father  in  nature  and  in  will,  and  io  the  Father's  exprefs 
image  ;  his  elTential  image,  as  God  ;  and  his  reprefenta-  ' 
tive  image,  as  Metliator;  fo  he  had  the  greateft  regard 
imaginable  to  his  Father's  will  and  command  in  all 
things  ;  *'  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  Gcd,"  Pf.  xl.  8. 
18.  "I  lay  down  my  life-;  and  this  commandment  have 
■I  recelvedof  my  Father,"  John  x. .17, 18.  May  i  v/.x  alludc' 
to  that  word,  Luke  xi.  13.  "  If  ye,  being  evil,  know  how 
to  give  good  gifts  to  your  children,-'  efpecially  if  tlv^v  ^^""- 
obedient  children.'*  O!  how  iniiniteAy  vwov^  tA\\S^..Ov>^ 
the  Father  manitell  his  love  towards  l\\^  ^Uxvv?\':!i^^\^^*^^ 

P3  i^^'^^'c 
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giving  ;;ood  gifts  to  hira,  wbofe  meat  and  drink  was  to 
do  his  Father's  will  !  See  Phil.  ii.  7,-10. 

3.  The  Father  manifells  his  love  to  his  Son,  by  giv- 
\n%  him  all  things,  not  only  as  a  reward  of  his  work  and 
vicWies,  that  are  over  his  head,  but  alfo  as  furniture 
lor  the  work  and  vidlories  that  are'  yet  upon  his  hand  to 
accomplilh;  for,  ''  His  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work 
is  before  him,"  If.  Ixii.  11.  Chrift  came  to  deftrov  God's 
greateil  enemies,  as  well  as  to  do  God's  greateft  work ; 
*'  For.  this  parpofe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifefled,  that  he 
night  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  He  deitroyed  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.*'  And  the 
(devil  hath  groaned  ever  fince  he  met  with  him.  He  hath 
groaned  with  a  fore  head,  a  pained  head;  for,  He  briiijed 
the  bend  of.  the  f<fr pent.  Chrill  was  the  lloutell  Combatant 
t>r  ablcli:  hand,  that  ever  hell  or  the  devil  met  with;  he 
v\^ould  make  no  parley  or  ceffation  with  his  enemies,  nor 
give  over  the  battle  till  he  brought  the  k6ys  of  hell,  death 
and  the  grave  alongft  with  him.  See  how  magnificently 
his  viftories  are  defcribed,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  1, — ^4.  **  Who  is 
this  that  Cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from 
B')zra?  This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling 
in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?  1  that  fpeak  in  righte- 
cufnefs,  mighty  to  fave.  Wherefore  art  tliou  red  in  thine 
apparel  ?  and  thy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  in  the 
wine  fat  ?  I  have  trodden  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the 
people  there  was  none  with  me  ;  fur  I  will  tread  them 
in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them  in  my  fury  ;  and  their 
blood  ihall  befprinkled  upon  my  garments,  and  I  will  ftaia 
all  my  raiment:  for  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart 
and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come."  And  becaufe  all 
things  arc  put  under  his  feet,  in  point  of  victory  and  f(ih- 
jedion;  all  things  are  put  in  his  hand  in  point  of  feward: 
and  not  only  as  a  reward  for  what  is  over,  but  as  furni- 
ture for  his  further  work  and  vidlories,  as  long  as  there 
13  any  foul  on  earth,  to  be  ranfomed  from  the  power  of 
fm  and  Satan.  See  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  20, — 25.  '*  I  have 
found  David,  my  fervant;  v^^ith  ray  holy  oil  have  I  a- 
nointed  him.  With  whom  my  hand  fliall  be  eftablifhed; 
mine  arr.i  alfo  fhall  ftrengthen  him.  The  enemy  fhall  not 
exact  up:n  hini,  iiov  t\\e  ton  o^  mO&advi^fe  afflict  him. 
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And  I  will  beat  down  liis  loes  before  his  face,  and  plague 
them  that  hate  him  :  but  my  faithfulnefs  and  my  mercy 
Ihall  be  with  him;  and  in  my  name  fliall  his  horn  be  ex- 
alted. I  will  fet  his  hand  alfu  in  the  fea,  and  his  right- 
hand  in  the  rivers."  Why  does  theJ'ather  furnifhhira 
as  you  fee.  Ifa.  xlii.  1.4,  "  Behold  my  Servant,  Vv'hom 
I  uphold;  mine  Eledt,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth:  I 
have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  he  Ihall  bring  forth  judg- 
ment to  the  Gentiles  : — He  fliall  not  fail,  nor  be  difcou- 
raged,  till  he  let  judgment  in  the  earth:  and  the  ifles 
iliall  wait  for  his  law."  It  is,  that  he  may  bring  forth 
judgment  to  the  Gentiles:  therefore,  he  is  made  Head 
over  all  things  unto  the  church, 

4.  The  Father  manitefts  his  love  to  the  Son,  by  giv- 
ing him  all  things,  that  he  might  be  the  rellorer  of  all 
things  to  God,  and  the  giver  of  all  things  unto  man  ; 
*'  Then  I  redored  that  which  I  took  not  away,"  fays 
Chrift,  Pfal.  Ixix.  4.  The  firll  Adam's  fm  had  robbed 
God  and  man:  God's  attributes  was  robbed  of  their  ho- 
nour,  God's  law  was  robbed  of  its  obedience;  man  was 
robbed  of  the  favour  of  God,  of  the  image  of  God,  of  the 
grace  of  God,  of  the  blefling  of  God.  Now,  all  things 
are  given  into  Chrill's  hand,  that  he  might  reflore  all 
things  to  God  and  man,  that  fm  had  robbed  them  of : 
and  accotrdingly  he,  as  Mediator,  rellores  what  he  took 
not  av/ay;  he  reftores  glory  to  the  perfe9;ions  of  God, 
and  obedience  to  the  law  of  God ;  and  by  this,  means 
alfo,  he  reftores  to  man  the  favour  of  God  in  jultificati- 
on,  and  the  image  of  God  in  fanftitication. 

In  a  word,  he  is  the  great  magazine  and  ftorehoufe, 
the  prjflefFor  cf  all  things,  and  the  refiorcr  of  all  things, 
and  the  outgivcr  of  all  things,  that  finners  ftand  in  need 
of,  that  thus  a  good  folld  foundation  for  faith  may  be 
laid  unto  fmners.     This  leads, 

III.  To  the  third  general  head  propcfed,  namely,  IIovv 
this  love  of  the  Father  to  the  Son,  thus  evidenced,  by 
giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  is  a  ground  of  faith  to 
finners. 

It  is  laid  down  here  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
faith  of  all  finners  that  hear  of  it  •,  for  vl  fAVo^^^^  '''•  Yl*^ 

Pa  ^vo.\ 
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that  bclieveth  en  the  Son  hath  cverlafting  life.'*  Ever- 
lading  life  is  in  his  hand,  where  all  things  are ;  and 
therefore,  let  finners  come  to  him,  and  believe  in  him, 
for  all  things  that  they  need.  It  is  the  grcatett  encou- 
ragement to  fdith  in  the  world,  that  all  the  riches  of  the 
nji^v  covenant  are  depofited  in  his  hand ;  and  that  in  fe- 
veral  refpefts. 

I.  It  is  the  ftrongeft  encouragement  to  faith,  that  all 
is  in  fuch  a  good  hand;  for, 

(i.)  Here  is  ground  of  faith  and  hope  to  finners,  that 
aU  things  are  given  into  fuch  a  kind  hand.  Herein  the 
love  and  kindnefs  of  God  towards  man  appeard,  Tit.  iii. 
4.  ;  that  all  things  finners  need  are  given  into  the  hand 
of  a  loving  friend  of  theirs,  an  elder  brother,  a  near  kinf- 
nian ;  one  that  is  bone  of  our  bone  and  flelh  of  our  flefli ; 
who,  out  of  kindnefs  towards  us,  took  on  our  nature ; 
out  c  f  kindnefs,  died  in  our  nature,  and  in  our  room;  in 
lovirtg-kindnefs,  came  from  heaven,  ^nd  returned  again 
thither ;  and  now,  in  loving-kindnefs,  fends  the  gofpci 
unto  us,  and  has  promifed  to  fend  the  Spirit  with  it.  Is 
not  here  ttrong  ground  for  faith  and  hope.? 

(2.)  Here  is  encouragement  for  faith  and  hope,  that 
all  things  are  given  into  fuch  a  high  and  great  hand ;  who 
a3  he  hath  infinite  Vuidnefs,  fo  he  hath  infinite  great- 
nefs  ;  and  therefore  will  aift  both  in  a  faitablenefs  to  the 
kindnefs  of  his  heart,  and  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind. 
As  a  liberal  man  deyifcs  liberal  things,  and  a  great  man 
loves  to  do  great  things,  how  much  more  will  the  great 
God  do  infinitely  greater  things,  and  that  even  to- 
v/ards  great  finners  ?  And  therefore,  they  may  be  en- 
couraged to  come  to  him,  and  look  for  great  things  from 
him. 

(3.)  Here  is  ground  of  encouragement  to  the  faith 
and  hope  of  finners,  that  all  things  are  given  into  fuch  a 
wife  hand;  even  his,  who  is  the  wifdom  of  God,and  knows 
how  to  give  out  of  his  treafures,  and  when,  and  in  what 
meafure;  '*  His  underftanding  is  infinite.  He  is  a  Gcd  of 
judgment,  and  blefled  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him," 
Ifa.  XXX.  18.  for,  "  He  waits  to  be  gracious.''  He  waits 
the  bed  time,  and  therefore  we  would  do  beft  to  wait  his 
time  J  2in6.   we  fliall  find  \l  to  Vi^  aJ?.^  V5^^\  He  that  be- 
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Uevetb  makatb  not  baftCy  kuovving  that  wifdoni  dwelleth 
with  God. 

(4.)  Here  is  ground  of  faith  and  hope  to  finners,  that 
all  things  are  given  into  fuch  an  able  hand;  who  is  the 
pov)er  of  God^  as  well  as  the  wifciom  of  God:  able  to  keep 
things  that  the  Father  commits  to  him,  and  able  to  keep 
all  things  that  believers  commit  to  him  ;  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft,  able  to  help  at  the  laft  extremity,  able 
to  give  out  all  things  needful  for  our  various  circum- 
ftances,  and  able  to  do  far  above  all  that  we  can  alk 
or  think. 

(5.)  Here  is  ground  of  faith,  that  the  Father  hath 
given  all  things  into  fuch  a  fure  hand ;  infcmuch,  that 
all  the  bleffings  and  mercy,  that  he  hath  in  his  hand  to 
give,  are  called,  Tbefure  mercies  of  Davidy  Ifa.  Iv.  3. 
A£ls  xiii.  34.  All  the  promifes  in  him,  are  fure  pro- 
mifes;  for,  the  covenant  llands  fall  in  him;  Pfal.  Ixxxix. 
28.  **  My  faithfuinefs  and  my  mercy  fliall  be  with  him,** 
fays  God,  ver.  24.  His  name  is  called,  Faitbfni  and  true^ 
Rev.  xix.  II.  Yon  may  depend  upon  his  word,  more 
than  upon  the  oath  of  all  the  angels  of  heaven,  and 
faints  on  earth  ;  thefe  are  but  changeable  creatures^ 
but  he  is  the  unchangeable  God,  and  unchangeable 
truth  itfelf. 

(6.)  Here  is  ground  of  faith,  that  all  things  are  given 
into  fuch  an  open  hand.  He  keeps  an  open  door  to  all 
that  will  come,  and  an  open  hand  to  all  that  wiH  take; 
and  therefore  fays.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  *'  Whofoeverwill,  let 
him  come,*  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.  Ho!  every 
one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  he  that  hath 
no  money,  come ;  huy  wine  and  -milk  without  money 
and  without  price,"  ifa.  Iv.  x.  As  the  Father  hath  an 
open  hand  to  him,  fo  he  hath  an  open  hand  to  us^  Freely 
be  hath  received,  and  freely  he  gives.  His  hand,  tfhd* 
k  be  a  fure  hand,  yet  it  is  ncft  a  fhut  or  a  clofed  hand  ; 
no,  by  no  means:  it  is  an  open  hand,  and  a  givmg hand; 
and  well  were  it  for  ns,  if/we  had  arecervrng  hand:  he 
gives  freely,  and  we  are  called  to  receive  freely.  And 
hence  he  commands  us  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every 
creature,  be  whatthey  will,  of  rational  creatures  among 
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Adam's  pouerity :  although  they  have  fmned  themfelves 
into  the  likeneis  of  devils  ;  yet,  it  they  be  creatures, 
preach  the  gjfpel  to  them  ;  ofFc;r  Ghrift,  and  all  things 
in  him,  to  them  :  and  he  iiijoins  his  rainillers  to  be  free 
and  unhampered  in  their  offers  and  proffers,  faying, 
''  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."  Here  is  fuch 
encouragement  to  faith,  that  finners  raay  fee  that  they 
are  welcome  to  come,  and  take  what  they  will,  out  of 
his  llock. 

2.  Here  is  ground  for  faith  and  hope,  that  all  things 
being  given  to  Chrill,  there  is  nothing  that  finners  need, 
but  what  is  here;  bread  enough  and  to  fpare.  There  is 
an  overflowing  ocean  of  all  good  in  Chrift  for  finners, 
and  that  his  grace  doth  infinitely  exceed  all  our  fins, 
and  all  our  wants.  It  is  unbelief  that  doth  diminifh  and 
limit  the  fulnefs  of  Chrill :  it  fhews  the  foul  a  multitude 
of  fins  and  wants,  but  it  hides  and  conceals  the  fulnefs 
cif  Chrift,  and  locks  up  his  treafures.  It  is  true,  people 
pretend  this  and  that,  as  a  hinderance  and  difcourage- 
ment  tp  their  believing :  but  however  the  ground  of 
their  not  clofing  with  Chrift  is,  it  turns  chiefly  upon  this, 
that  they  doubt  of  his  fulnefs.  Nay,  fay  you,  my  doubt 
is  of  his  Hijillingnefs ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  fuU 
nefs.  I  fear  you  miftake  it,  O  finner;  and  that  your 
chief  djubt  is  about  his  fulnefs;  and  that  your  doubt  of 
his  willingnefs  flows  from  the  doubt  of  his  fulnefs.  What ! 
is  it  poffible  that  one  can  believe  the  immenfe  fulnefs  of 
Chrift,  as  having  all  things  in  his  hand,  and  yet,  at  the 
fame  time,  believe  that  he  is  a  niggard,  and  has  nothing 
to  fnarc  ?  No,  no  :  if  you  believe  his  fulnefs,  you  can- 
not but  believe  his  willingnefs ;  and  if  ye  doubt  of  his 
willingnefs,  it  flows  from  a  doubt  of  his  fulnefs ;  fir 
thefe  two  go  together  :  '*  In  my  Father's  houfe,  there  is 
bread  enough  and  to  fpare,"  Luke  xv.  17.  If  you  think 
there  is  nothing  to  fpare  for  you,  it  is  becaufe  you  think 
there  is  not  bread  enough,  and  fulnefs  enough  in  Chrill; 
for,  if  ye  believe  there  is  bread  enough  in  him,  then  you 
will  believe  that  there  is  to  fpare  alfo.  Examine,  there- 
fore, your  faith  of  his  fulnefs  again  :  if  you  do  not  fee 
there  is  enough  in  Chrift,  no  wonder  you  do  not  fee 
what  a  irtQ  heart  he  harh,  when  you  do  not  fee  what  a 
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free  hand  he  hath.  But,  O  finner  !  as  the  fulnefs  of 
tlie  Godhead  is  in  him  ;  fo,  if  there  were  ten  thoufaDd 
millions  of  wi^rlds,  and  as  many  heavens  full  of  meo 
and  angels,  Chrill  would  not  be  pinched  to  fupply  all 
their  wants,  and  fill  tiiem  all.  Chrill  is  the  well  of  life; 
but,  who  kn  )ws  how  deep  it  is  to  the  bottom?  And  the 
due  confideraticm  of  this  might  provoke  all  the  world  to 
come  and  draw  water  out  cf  this  well  of  falvation  with 
joy,  were  it  not  that  their  eyes  are  fliut,  through  unbe- 
lief; tiiey  fee  not  the  well,  nor  the  overflowing  fulnefs 
thereof. 

3.  Here  is  ground  f>r  faith  and  hope,  in  thjit  as  all 
things  are  given  to  Clirift,  fo  this  inexhauilible  fulnefs 
in  hira  is  not  for  himfelf,  but  to  be  difpenfed  and  com- 
municated to  poor  linncrs  :  For,  here  is  ti)e  Father's 
giving  all  things  to  the  Son,  as  Mediator  betwixt  God 
and  man.  You  will  fay.  There  is  fulnefs  enough  in 
Chrill;  but  what  is  that  to  me?  Vvhy,  it  wholly  con- 
cerns thee;  it  is  trcafured  up  in  Chrill  for  finners;  yea, 
for  the  worft  of  finners,  that  they  may  believe  in  him, 
and  receive  all  things  in  him  and  with  him:  '*  He  hath 
received  gifts  for  men,"  Pfalm  Ixviii.  18.  Ah!  fiy  you, 
but  I  am  a  rebellious  devil.  Well,  it  is  even  for  the 
rebellious.  Hence  aWb,  Eph.  i.  22.  *'  Hj  is  Head  over 
all  things  to  the  church;"  he  hath  all  things  in  his  hand. 
Well,  but  it  is  as  head  of  the  body  the  church:  astrea- 
fures  and  endowments  of  wit,  and  fenfe,  and  the  like,  in 
the  natural  head,  are  f)r  the  b^^dy,  and  fwr  the  fervice 
of  it ;  fo,  the  trcafures  in  Chrift  are  for  the  fervice  cif 
finners  in  the  vifible  church;  finners,  that  are  made  faints 
already ;  and  finners,  who  are  to  be  made  fo,  by  his 
grace  ;  and  his  grace  that  i^  in  him,  is  publilhed  and 
preached  to  every  creature  under  heaven, Ciol.  i.  23.  that 
every  one  may  apply  it  tohinifelf,  and  hear  believingly, 
when  he  is  faying,  in  effecl,  '^  I  have  all  things  in  my 
*'  hand,  and  I  have  them  for  thee;  I  have  life  and  falva- 
*'  tion,  and  I  have  them  hr  thee;  I  have  peace  and  par- 
*'  don,  and  I  have  them  for  thee;  I  have  rightenufnefs, 
**  fanftification,  and  redemption,  and  I  have  them  for 
**  thee  ;  I  have  grace  and  glory,  and  I  have  thera  for 
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**  thee."  Therefore,  go  to  him  finner,  and  expeft  all 
from  him  ;  and  hj  not,  Alas  !  it  is  not  for  rae  ;  for,  be 
who  thou  wilt,  To  thee  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent; 
and,  therefore,  recpive  not  this  grace  of  God  in  vain  ; 
for,  it  is  unbetief  that  fays,  There  is  nothing  for  me  : 
but  faith  fays,  It  is  all  for  me !  O  !  he  is  a  fit  Saviour 
for  me ;  he  hath  fupplies  of  all  wants  for  me  ;  healing 
for  me,  help  for  me,  all  for  me. 

4.  Here  is  ground  for  faith  and  hope  to  finners,  in 
regard,  that  the  Father's  love  to  Chrift,  in  giving  all 
things  into  his  hand,  as  the  Saviour  of  fmners,  is  jufl  a 
difcovery  of  GikI's  fovereign  grace  and  love  to  fiilQers, 
in  and  througli  Chrift :  and  therefore,  God  is  r^prefented 
as  fitting  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  and  the  Lamb  fitting 
alfo  upon  the  throne,  where,  in  his  Father's  name,  he 
difpenfes  the  bleffings  that  are  given  to  him,  and  that 
as  a  glorious  King,  upon  a  gracious  throne.  He  a£ts 
like  a  King,  pardons  like  a  King,  faves  like  a  King 
and  Sovereign  ;  and  while  he  diftributes  all  in  a  way 
of  free  grace,  he  pardons,  becaufe  he  will ;  faves,  be- 
caufe  he  will;  has  mercy,  becaufe  he  will  have  mercy. 
Why,  what  is  the  nature  of  fovereign  grace  ?  It  is  the 
nature  of  it  to  adl  from  itfelf,  to  itfelf,  without  confide- 
ration  of  any  thing  in  us  ;  without  refpeft  either  to  the 
worthinefs  or  unworthinefs  of  the  creature ;  neither 
retlrained  by  our  evil,  nor  conftrained  by  our  good  : 
■but  t\\  running  out  in  a  way  of  free  love  ;  Hof.  xiv.  4. 
^*  I  will  heal  their  backllidings  ;  I  will  love  them  freely.** 
*'  "No  matter  then,  may  faith  fay,  however  vile  and 
wretched  I  be,  v/hile  I  have  to  da  with  fuch  love  ;  the 
Father  loving  the.  Son,  and  giving  him  all  things,  and 
that  in  love  to  the  like  of  me."  As  free  grace  i-s  the 
rife  and  fpring,  fo  the  exalting  of  free  grace  is  the  -end 
of  this  great  bufmefs  of  falvalion  in  Chrift.  It  is  not 
what  fuch  and  fuch  finners  do,  or  do  not  deferve,  that 
he  confiders  ;  but  what  his  grace  can  do  for  them,  and 
what  will  make  moft  for  the  glory  of  that  grace,  and 
what  will  fet  the  crown,  the  brighteft  crown  on  the 
bead  of  free  grace.  This  is  evident,  Eph.  i.-6.  C2.  14. 
"  To  the  praife  and  glory  cf  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath 
made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved : — That  we  fliould  be 
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to  the  praife  of  his  glory,  who  firll  trufted  in  Chrift : — 
Which  is  the  earncil  of  our  inheritance,  until  the  re- 
demption of  the  purchafed  pofleffion,  unto  the  praife  of 
iils  glory."  His  defij^n  is,  that  grace  might  reign, 
Jlom.  V.  21.  and  that  fmners  might  fmg  the  praifcs  of 
free  grace,  free  love.  ''  O!  who  am  I?  fays  the  foul  that 
*'  haih  obtained  mercy  :  What!  fuch  a  rebel,  and  yet 
*'  pardoned  !  fuch  an  enemy,  and  yet  reconciled!  fuch 
'*  a  black  devil,  and  yet  wafhcd  and  made  white  in  the 
*'  blood  of  the  Lamb  !  fuch  a  fiend  of  hell,  and  yet  made 
**  a  favourite  of  heaven  !  O  grace  !  grace  !"  This  is 
God's.defign  to  magnify  his  grace  and  love  in  Chrift  upon 
finners,  that  they  may  love  him  much,  who  has  pardoned 
much;  and  fcrve  him  lovingly,  who  has  faved  themfrecly. 

5.  Here  is  ground  for  faith,  and  encouragement  for 
the  hope  of  finners,  that  the  Father  having  loved  the 
Son,  and  given  all  things  into  his  hand,  it  muft  be  ac* 
ceptable  to  the  Father,  that  finners  come  to  Chrift  for 
nil  things  they  need,  and  employ  him  for  all  things  they 
have  ado,  and  truft  in  him  for  all  things  they  want : 
''  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we  believe  in  him,'* 
I  John  iii.  23.  *'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleafed,  hear  ye  him."  Do  you  think  God  will  be 
angry  with  you,  if  you  come  to  Chrift  ?  No;  you  cannot 
})leafc  God  better,  you  cannot  honour  him  more  :  for 
this  is  his  very  defign  in  giving  all  things  to  him,  that 
you  may  come  and  get  all  tilings  from  him. 

6.  Here  is  ground  for  faith  and  hope,  that  tlie  Father 
loves  the  Son,  fo  as  to  give  all  things  into  his  hand,  in 
regard  that,  as  it  is  acceptable  to  the  Father,  fo  it  is 
honourable  to  the  Son,  that  finners  come  to  him  for  all 
things.  As  the  Father  gave  all  things  to  Chrift,  that  he 
might  put  honour  upon  him  ;  fo  the  finner,  giving  em- 
ployment to  Chrift,  in  all  things  he  hath  ado,  puts  ho'- 
iiour  upon  him  :  and  as  it  is  the  Father's  honour,  that  he 
gave  all  things  to  Chrift;  fo  it  is  to  the  Sbn's  honour,  that 
he  gave  out  oi  this  fulnefs  to  finners,  in  a  way  of  caufing 
them  to  believe  in  him.  And  here  is  wonderful  encou- 
raremcnt  to  faith  and  Ix^lieving,  that  it  is  the  glory  and 
perfection  of  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  tu  receive  finners, 
and  give  out  himfelf,  and  all  tilings  to  them^  that  they 
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need,  Chrift  has  a  two-f  IJ  glory,  v':z.  the  glory  of  his 
perfon,  as  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  the  glcry  of  his  office, 
as  Mcdintcr,  and  lltrad  or  the  fee  nJ  covenant :  \ht 
former  is  infinitely  complete  aad  full,  and  can  admit  oi 
no  diminution,  or  augmentation,  bein^  unchangeably 
the  fame  for  ever  ;  but  the  glv>ry  and  perfedlion  cf  hij 
office,  as  Mediator,  is  ftill  more  and  more  complete, 
the  more  fmners  he  receives,  and  the  more  grace  he 
gives  out  ;  and  here  there  is  an  increafe  of  his  govern- 
ment, an  increafe  of  his  glory,  and  perfection,  and  com- 
plerenefs  :  hence  the  church  is  called  his  fulneis,  Eph. 
i.  23.  If  the  church  be  his  fulnefs,  then  the  more  that 
is  filled,  by  his  receiving  finners,  and  giviiig  out  grace 
to  them,  the  m:^re  full  and  complete  is  he  himfelf.  Hs 
mediatory  honour  and  p;:;rfection  grows;  and  hence  ahb 
the  faints  are  called  the  glory  of  Cariil,  2  Cor.  viii.  2j. 
As  Ghrill  alone  is  their  glory,  f>  they  are  his  gljr\\ 
How  his  glory  ?  N'.^t  only  becaafe  they  glorify  hiui 
actively,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  lays  out  his  grace  upon 
them,  and  they  have  n)thin^j  but  by  free  gift  from  him; 
and  thercf  )re  he  is  fai  J  to  be  gl  ^rlfied  in  them.  0 1  what 
en:  >ura^jeineat  to  faith  and  believing  is  here  !  feeing 
thus  you  n  t  only  ihall  be  glorified  by  Ghriil,  and  have 
cverlafling  life  by  him  ;  bur  alfo,  you  Ihall  glorify  Ghriit, 
and  he  ihall  have  everlafling  hcmjur  by  you.  O  Sirs, 
it  is  a  part  of  his  exaltation  to  give  out  of  his  fulnefs  ; 
for/ He  is  exalted  to  give  repentance  and  remlffionof  fin.' 
O  !  \iow  may  unbelief  fink  and  die,  and  faith  rife  and 
fing,  before  this  confideration.  *'  It  is  Ghrill's  honour  to 
"  receive  me  ;  it  is  his  glory  to  beftovv  himfelf  and  his 
*'  grace  upon  me.  The  Father  in  love  hath  given  all 
**  things  to  him,  that  he  may  get  honour  and  glory  in 
**  giving  out  all  things  needful  for  me." 

IV.  The  Fourth  thing  propofc^d,  in  the  general  method, 
viras  the  Application  of  the  fubjeft. 

Is  it  fo,  that  the  Father  loves  the  Son,  fo  as  to  give 
all  things  into  his  hand  ?  Hence  many  precious  truths 
may  be  feen  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  text  and  doc- 
trine, namely,  i.  That  the  Fathe^  loves  the  Son.— 
2.  That  he  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand.    3.  That 

this 
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this    is    a   Ilrong   arganient    and    encouragement    for 
faith. 

i/>,  Is  it  fo,  that  the  Father  loveth  the  Son  ?  Hence 
we  may  fee, 

1.  The  infinite  love  of  God,  in  giving  the  Son  cf  his 
Live  to  be  a  Saviour  and  a  facrifije  for  the  like  of  us. 
O  !  **  How  excellent  is  his  loving-kindnefs  !  And,  how 
precious  is  his  grace,"  that  he  fliould  love  fuch  vile 
creatures,  and  make  his  love  to  flow  in  fuch  a  channel 
as  this  of  his  love  to  his  Son  !  Here  is  a  love  that  paff- 
eth  knowledge  and  comprehenfion,  and  they  comprehend 
it  bell,  who  comprehend  that  it  is  incomprehenfible ; 
they  know  it  bed  who  know  that  it  paffeth  knowledge, 
Eph.  iii.  1 8,  19.  O  !  does  the  Father  love  the  Son^ 
as  our  Surety  and  Saviour  ?  How  aftonifhing  Ihould 
the  love  of  God,  in  Chrill,  be  to  us!  Are  we  not  obliged 
to  love  that  God  that  loves  our  Redeemer ;  and  loves 
him,  becaufe  he  is  our  Redeemer  ? 

2.  See  here  a  ftrong  argument  to  make  ufe  of  in  out 
application  to  God  for  what  we  need.     We  are  to  go 
to  God,  in  Ghrift,  and  to  plead  upon  the  love  he  bears 
to  Ghrift;  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  argument  witb  God 
than  this,  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son.     This  is  the  ar- 
pument  on  which  Ghrift  pleads,  and  prays  for  his  people, 
John  xvii.  24.  *'  Father,  I  will,  that  they  alfo  whom  thou 
haft  given  me,  be  with  me,  where  I  am,  that  they  may 
behold  my  glory  which  thou   haft  given  me ;   for  thou 
lovedft  me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world."     Ycu 
hear  commonly,  that  we  ftiould  pray  in  the  name  of 
Ghrift ;  and  if  we  pray  the  Father,  in  his  name,  we  Ihall 
be  heard,  whatfoever  we  a(k.     What  is  it  to  pray  the 
Father  in  Chrill's  name  ?     It  is  even  to  raife  our  faith, 
and  embolden  our  confidence  with  God,  merely  oh  the 
account  of  that  high  love  the  Father  bears  to  the  Son  ; 
and  that,  though  we  have  nothing  that  is  lovely  in  God*s 
fight ;   nay,  but  rather  every  thing  that  is  lothfome  : 
though  we  have  nothing  in  us  to  make  God  love  us, 
but  a  thoufand  things  to  make  him  lothe  us  ;   yet  we 
build  our  hope  of  acceptance  and  fuccefs,  upon  the  Bcr 
loved  of  the  Father,  and  upon  the  Father's  love  to  him. 
He  is  a  bleffed  believer  that  can  plead  w Wsv  0^4.  nx^^v^ 
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this  argument,  for  he  fliall  prevail :  *'  And  whatfoever 
ye  fhall  aflc,  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father 
may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye  Ihall  alk  any  thing 
in  my  name,  I  will  do  it,"  John  xiv.  13,  14.  "  And  in 
that  day  ye  fhall  aik  me  nothing :  verily,  verily,  I  fay 
unto  you,  whatfoever  ye  Ihall  afk  the  Father  in  my  name, 
he  will  give  it  you,"  John  xvi.  23,  Where  you  fee  both 
the  Father  and  the  Son  engaged  to  do  it. 

3.  See  how  dear  and  precious  Ghrill  Ihould  be  to  us; 
fmce  the  Father  loves  him,  what  Ihould  move  us  to  love 
him  if  this  do  not  ?  How  precious  Ihould  be  be  to  ub, 
who  is  precious  unto  God  ?  It  would  argue  that  the 
mind  of  God  and  the  Spirit  of  God  was  in  us^  if  the 
Father's  beloved  were  our  beloved. 

4.  See  here  the  right  rule  of  our  love  to  Chrift,  name- 
ly, to  love  him  as  the  Father  loves  him.  Wherein 
ihould  our  love  to  Chrift  refemWe  the  Father's  love  ? 
Why,  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son  was  evklenced  in 
choofmg  him  to  be  our  Saviour  and  Surety  :  fo  Ihould 
our  love  to  Chrift  be  manifefted  in  making  choice  of 
him  to  be  our  Saviour  and  Surety  ;  infomuch,  that  as 
God  hath  laid  all  our  help  upon  him,  fo  we  fliauld  lay 
all  our  help  where  God  hath  laid  it. — Again,  the  Fa- 
ther's love  to  the  Son  was  evidenced  in  giving  all  things 
into  his  hand  :  thus  fhould  our  love  to  Ghrill  be  evi- 
denced in  putting  all  things  in  his  hand  as  the  Father 
doth  ;  and  particularly,  you  raiay  put  your  hearts  in  his 
hand  ;  that  he  may  keep  them  ;  put  your  fouls  in  his 
hand,  that  he  may  fave  them ;  put  your  plagues  in  his 
faaod,  that  he  may  heal  them ;  put  your  corruptions  in 
lits  hand,  that  he  may  weaken  and  fubdue  them  ;  put 
your  wants  in  his  hand,  that  he  may  fupply  them ;  put 
your  work  in  his  hand,  that  he  may  work  all  your  works 
in  you,  and  for  you  ;  put  your  burdens  in  his  hand,  that 
he  may  bear  them:  put  all  things  in  his  band,^nd  thus 
evidence  your  love  to  him,  by  putting  honour  upon 
Jiira,  as  a  Prophet,  to  teach  you  ;  as  a  Prieft,  to  par- 
don ;  and  as  a  King,  to  conquer  you  by  his  grace,  and 
crown  you  with  his  glory.  This  leads  to  the  fecond 
branch. 

j2^/k,  h  it  fo,  that  the  Father  hath  evidenced  his  love 

to 
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to  h'ls  Son,  by  giving  all  things  into  his  hand  ?     Hence 
we  may  fe€» 

1.  How  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  hath  outwitted  the 
policy  of  the  devil  in  his  fubtile  attack  upon,  and  in  rub- 
bing  the  firft  Adam  of  all  his  ftock,  and  thereby  think- 
ing to  dellroy  all  mankind  :  but,  behold,  the  fecond 
Adam  appears  with  a  Hock  incomparably  greater  than 
that  which  the  firft  Adam  loft !  Oh  !  what  a  hapj-)/ 
change  of  AdamrS  !  what  a  happy  change  of  covenants, 
and  covenant-heads!  The  fecond  Adam  is  well-furnifli- 
ed,  having  all  things  in  his  hand ;  and  there  the  ftock 
is  well  fecured  in  a  hand  that  the  devil  dare  not  meddle 
with;  in  a  hand  that  hath  already  bruifed  his  head,  and 
hath  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  hath  all  things 
put  in  fubjedlion  under  his  feet,  Heb.  ii.  8. 

2.  See  what  a  great  want  it  is  to  want  Chrift ;  for, 
then  they  want  all  things  :  they  have  nothing,  that  are 
without  Chrift ;  they  have  no  wifdom,  they  have  no 
ftrength,  no  rightcoufnefs.  They  are  deflitute  of  God; 
for  God  and  all  his  perfeftion,  are  in  him.  They  are 
deftitute  of  the  Spirit ;  for,  the  Spirit  and  all  his  graces 
are  in  Chrift;  they  are  deftitute  of  all  things;  for,  **  All 
things  are  in  him  :*'  afnd  he  is  all  in  all.  Without 
Chrift, .  ordinances  are  nothing  but  an  empty  fliell ;  the 
facramental  fupper,  without  Chrift,  is  but  an  empty 
table;  fermons,  without  Chrift,  are  but  an  empty  found; 
heaven,  without  Chrift,  is  but  an  empty  void  :  heaven 
would  be  but  darknefs,  if  the  Lamb  were  not  the  light 
of  the  place.  The  finner,  then,  that  remains  without 
Chrift,  is  nothing  but  a  hell  full  of  wickednefs  ;  empty 
of  all  good,  and  curfed  in  the  want  of  all  things. 

3.  See  what  a  great  thing  it  is  to  have  Chrift,  becaufe 
they  who  have  Chrift,  have  all  things,  Rom.  yiii.  32. 
When  God  gives  Chrift,  he  cannot  but  with  him,  freely 
give  all  things ;  for,  he  hath  given  all  things  into 
his  hand.  O  how  happy  are  believers  ?  All  things  are 
yours,  becaufe  Chrift  is  yours,  i  Cor.  iii.  21, — 23.  "  All 
things  are  yours^  whether  Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas, 
or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things 
to  come;  iall  is  yours, and  ye  are  Chrift^  and  Chrift  is 
God's."     The  believer's  ftock  can  never  be  tvexNX\  "s^xA 
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he  can  never  fee  himfelf  in  mifery  as  long  as  he  is  look- 
in«5  to  hiB  Head.  He  can  never  lofc  any  thing  but  it  is 
Well  repaid  in  Chrift;  and  fo  long  as  Chrift  is  to  the  fore, 
he  has  all  things  in  hiin. 

4.  If  the  Father  has  given  all  things  into  Chrift's 
hand,  then  hence  we  may  be  fure  of  feveral  particulars. 

(i.)  We  may  be  fure  that  we  cannot  go  to  a  better 
liUnd  f-^r  all  that  we  need  ;  for,  he  hath  all  things  in  his 
hand,  both  by  a  natural  right,  as  God  ;  and  a  donative 
right,  as  Mediator:  therefore  we  may  hy^  *'  To  whom 
Ihall  we  ffo?  thou  hall  the  words  of  eternal  life,"  John 
vi.  68.  To  whom  fliould  we  go  for  light,  and  life,  and 
ilrength,  and  pardon,  and  peace,  and  perfeverance  ? 
T'>  whom  fliould  we  go  for  the  Spirit  of  faith,  for  the 
Spirit  of  repentance,  for  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  fuppli- 
cation  ? — Again,  We  may  be  fnre  that  ic  is  eafy  with 
(thrift  to  fupply  all  our  needs,  and  to  give  us  all  fufBci- 
ency  in  all  things,  2  Cor.  ix.  8.  He  hath  not  far  to  go 
to  bring  our  fupply  ;  no:  he  hath  no  more  ado  but  open 
his  hand;  for,  the  Father  hath  given  all  things  into  his 
hand. 

(2.)  We  may  be  fure  that  all  things  fhall  work  toge- 
ther for  good,  to  them  that  love  God»  Rom.  viii.  28.  All 
things  are  for  their  fakes,  becaufe  all  things  are  in  the 
handi  of  their  Lord,  and  Head,  and  Hulband;  and  he  can 
eafily  turn  them  obout  in  his  hand  for  accomplifliing  his 
pleafure  and  their  profit.  The  worft  things,  as  well  as 
the  bell,  are  in  his  hand;  the  moft  heavy  croffes,  as  well 
£s  comforts,  are  in  his  hand,  and  at  his  difpofal. 

(3.)  We  may  be  fure  that  the  covenant  is  well-ordered 
in  all  things,  and  the  covenant  Head  hath  all  things  in  his 
hand,  who  will  do  all  things  well;  and  v/ill  have  this  tef- 
tim  inv  from  all  his  children,  -at  the  end  of  the  day,  that 
he  ha*.h  done  all  things  well.  How  can  it  be  otherwife, 
v/-Tcn  all  things  are  put  in  his  infinitely  wife  and  gracious 
hand  ?  It  is  unbelief  to  fay,  O  !  there  is  an  ill-crdered 
providence;  there  is  an  ill-ordered  trial.  Stay  a  little, 
till  fa'ilh  look  up  and  fee  all  things  in  Chrift's  hand  ;  and 
fee  all  thiii^j^s  managed  bj'"  the  hand  of  infinite  wifdoro, 
iiilinlte  holinefs,  infinite  righteoufnefs,  faithfulnefs,  and 

truth, 
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truth,  and  then  it  v;ill  hj^  "  O  !  well-ordered  tcmptr*- 
'••  tion,  that  hath  thus  humbled  me.  O  !  well-ordered 
*'  tribulation,  that  hath  made  me  take  reft  in  God  cuiy. 
**  O !  well-ordered  chaftiiements,  that  have  driven  me 
**  to  my  heavenly  Father.  O  !  well  ordered  lofles  and 
*^  crolTes,  that  have  weaned  me  from  the  world,  and 
*'  made  Chrift  precious  to  me.  O  !  well-ordered  de- 
*'  fertion,  that  tended  to  imbitter  that  which  fcparatcd 
"  betv/een  God  and  me,  and  made  his  prefence  more 
'*  precious  to  me  than  ever.  O  !  well-ordered  viflorjs 
*'  that  fin  and  Satan  got  over  me,  that  tended  to  fill  my 
**  heart  with  holy  revenge  againll  fin,  and  made  me  let 
*'  the  powers  of  heaven  again  11  the  powers  of  hell.  O  ! 
**  v/eI!-ordered  difappointment,  at  fuch  and  fuch  a  tin:c, 
*'  that  made  me  know  that  God  was  a  Sovereign,  to 
*'  be  waited  on,  and  net  to  be  limited  to  my  time.  O  ! 
'*  well-ordered  providence,  that  dried  up  the  fireamii 
''  cf  creature-comf  Tts,  and  worldly  enjoyments  that  I 
**  might  betake  myfelfto  the  fountain  of  all  confolation. 
'*  O !  well-ordered  extremity,  that  fo  tended  to  m.ake  the 
V  Lord's  appearing,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  be  wonderful  and 
*^  welcome;  for,  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me." 
All  things  are  well-ordered,  becaufe  all  things  are  in  his 
hand.     Again, 

(4.)  We  may  be  fure  that  the  dead  lliall  rife  again, 
according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  that  by  the  power  of 
the  Mediator;  for,  aU  things,  even  the  dull  of  the  earth, 
is  in  his  hand,  and  .particularly  the  duft  of  the  faints;  he 
hath  undertaken  to  raife  them  up  at  the  lafl:  day:  John 
vi.  39,  40.  44,  45.  ''  And  this  is  the  Father's  will  which 
hath  fent  me,  that  of  all  that  which  he  hath  given  me,  I 
fliould  lofe  nothing,  but  iliould  raife  it  up  again  at  the  laft 
day.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that «- 
very  one  that  feeth  the  Son,  and  believeth  in  him,  may 
have  everlafiing  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the  laft 
day.  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father 
which  fent  me  draw  him,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the 
laft  day." 

(5.)  We  maybe  fure  that  dead  finners  may  be  raifed 
to  fpiritu.al  life,  and  dead  hearts  quickened  to  a  new  and 
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lively  hope  ;  for  all  things,  and  all  hearts  are  in  his 
hand,  who  is  the  refurre£tion  and  the  life  :  John  xi.  25. 
*'  The  hour  is  coming,  fays  Chrill,  and  now  is,"  [and, 
O!  may  it  be  now  at  this*  occafion  !]  "  when  the  dead 
Ihall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that 
hear,  fliall  live."  O  !  may  the  Spirit  of  life  that  is  in 
Chrill's  hand,  enter  among  thefe  dead  and  dry  bones, 
that  they  may  live. 

(6.)  We  may  be  fure  that  tninifters  can  do  nothing  to 
communicate  faving  light  to  darkened  minds,  without 
power  from  Chrill;  for  they  are  called  liars  in  his  right- 
hand;  and  they  can  give  no  light  if  he  ftiut  his  hand:  and 
while  they,  in  particular,  are  faid  to  be  in  his  hand,  it 
fays,  that  their  gifts,  and  parts,  and  miniftry,  and  fuc- 
cefs;  their  labour,  fo  long  as  here  or  elfewhere,  is  all  at 
the  fpecial  difpofal  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

(7.)  We  may  be  fure  that  nothing  can  fell  out  without 
his  ordering  and  over-ruling  providence ;  for,  all  things, 
and  all  the  reins  of  government  are  in  his  hand.  This 
may  be  filencing  amidft  all  the  troubles  that  the  church 
of  God,  and  all  the  trials  that  the  children  of  Grod,  are 
tryftedAvith  ;  "  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth, 
becaufe  thou  didft  it,  Pfal.  xxxix.  9.  Is  there  evil  in  the 
city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?"  I  have  done  it, 
fays  the  Lord:  all  the  evil  of  afQiftions  are  of  his  order- 
ing :  Who  laid  fuch  a  man  on  a  lick  bed  ?  Who  made 
fach  a  man  a  widower,  and  his  children  motherlefs  ? 
Who  made  fuch  a  woman  a  widow,  and  her  children  fa- 
therlefs?  Who  was  it  that  made  fuch  a  man  weak  and 
fickly,  or  fmote  fuch  an  one  with  the  gout,  or  gravel,  or 
flux?  ''  I  have  done  it,"  fpys  the  Lord. — As  to  the  evil 
of  fin,  you  miifl  anfwer  for  it;  but  as  to  the  eyil  of  afflic- 
tion, I  will  anfiver  for  it;  that  it  is  I  that  have  done  it: 
wherefore,  '^  Be  ftill  and  know  that  I  am  God." 

(8.)  We  may  be  fare  hence,  that  Chrift  is  God,  o- 
therwlfe  he  were  not  capable  of  this  honoui:  to  have  all 
things  given  into  his  hand.  What  Ihall  we  think  of  thofe 
that  would  diflionour  Chrift,  by  with-holding  all  things 
from  him,  and  denying  his  fupreme  Deity,  making  him 
incapable  of  receiving  all  things,  or  managing  all  things? 
llow  contrarv  to  God  l\ieYa\.Vv^T  ^xe  Arian  blafpheroers ? 
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The  Father  gives  all  things  to  him,  and  they  would  lake 
all  things  from  him,  that  the  Father  gave  him ;  yea, 
and  the  things  that  the  Father  never  gave  him  :  his  di- 
vine natore  and  effence  is  a  thing  the  Father  never  gave 
him ;  for,  he  is  cflentially  one  and  the  fame  God  with 
the  Father ;  but,  by  divelling  him  of  this,  they  would 
take  away  all  from  him,  and  leave  him  nothing  but  a 
name. 

(9.)  We  may  be  fure,  that  the  time  is  coming  where- 
in Chrill  will  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  of- 
fend,  Mat.  xiii.  41.  For,  all  things  are  under  his  hand, 
and  under  his  feet;  and  he  is  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
church.  Many  things  are  amifs  in  the  church  of  God  ; 
it  is  robbed  and  fpoiled,  in  many  rcfpedls ;  but  he  that 
hath  all  things  in  his  hand  rules,  and  over-rules  :  let  our 
eyes  be  towards  him  for  better  days ;  and  though  our 
eyes  fliould  be  lliut  before  we  fee  them,  may  we  live  and 
die  in  the  faith  of  this,  that  the  Lord  will  appear  in  his 
glory,  to  build  up  Zion ;  and  that  at  la  ft  the  church  mi- 
litant  Ihall  be  triumphant. 

(10.)  We  may  be  fure,  that  Chrift  is  a  pearl  of  grefat 
price,  and  that  he  is  the  money  that  ahfwers  all  things  ; 
becaufe  all  things  are  given  into  his  hand:  and  we  Ihould 
count  all  things  but^lofs  and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift.  There  is  that  in  Chrift  that  will 
anfwer  all  our  needs,  all  our  wants,  all  our  neceffities, 
all  our  defires,  all  cur  hoj^s. 

(i  £.)  We  may  be  fure,  that  all  things  ftiall  be  fulfil- 
led,  whatfoever  he  hath  promifed;  for,  all  things  are  in 
his  hand.  We  need  not  doubt  of  his  performing  his 
promife ;  for,  what  he  hath  promifed  to  give,  he  hath  in 
Lis  hand  to  give,  and  will  do  it  in  his  own  time. 

(12.)  We  may  be  fure,  that  all  things,  whatfoever  we 
aflc,  believing,  we  Ihall  receive :  **  And  whatfover  ye 
fhall  aik  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father 
may  be  glorified  in  the  Son:  If  ye  fhall  aflc  any  thing  in 
my  name,  I  will  do  it,  John  xiv.  13,  14.  And  in  that 
day  ye  fhall  afk  me  nothing  :  verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto 
you,  whatfoever  ye  fhall  afk  the  Father  in  my  name,  he 
will  give  it  you,"  John  xvi.  23. 

(13.)  We  may  be  fure,  that  preparation  for  a  com-^N^- 

0^3  \\\a^- 
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inn-table  is  to  be  hncl  only  from  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  for,  as 
a!l  tt?ing£C')me  of  him,  i  Chron^xxix.  14.;  fo  the  pre- 
paration of  the  heart  is  from  the  Lord.  We  are  to  Loi; 
to  him  for  a  comraunion-frame  ;  and  what  is  that  ?  1 
thin!:  the  bell  communion-frame  is  a  believing  frame: 
and  what  for  a  frame  is  that  ?  Really^  I  fuppofe,  it  is 
the  frame  that  is  the  leail  known:  it  is  a  frame  v/hercin 
t!ie  foul  comes  to  be  -denied  to  all  frames  that  it  ules  t) 
rely  upon,  and  think  much  of,  and  come  to  fay,  in  cf- 
K-dl,  to  this  purpofe,  Thouj^li  the  Lord  Ihould  deny  me 
a  lively  frame,  a  mourning  frame,  a  melting  frame ; 
yea,  though  he  fliould  allow  me  nothing  in  my  own 
hcind,  yet  this  /hall  fuftice  me,  if  I  can  go  believing  and 
rejoicing  in  this,  that  all  my  Rock  is  in  the  hand  of 
Chrilh  I  have  nothing  to  confide. in  but  Chritl,  as 
•  the  liOrd  my  ri^hteoufnefs  and  Itrength  :  it  is  a  frame 
u'hercin  the  pcrfon  is  fenfible  that  he  has  nothing,  but 
yet  goes  away  leaning  upon  him  whom  the  f'athcr 
1  )ves,  aad  to  whom  he  hath  given  all  things.  This 
leads, 

3r//y,  To  the  third  clafs  of  inferences,  from  the  other 
p-irt  of  the  doftrine,  namely,  That  the  Father's  love  to 
Clirift,  in  giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  is  a  ftrcng  argu- 
jricnt  and  encouragement  for  faith  :  this  I  have  demcn- 
fcraled  already.     And  if  it  be  fo,  hence  we  may  fee, 

I.  That  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  our  matching  and 
liicirryin;:^  with  the  Son  of  God  by  faith;  fir  All  things  are 
rcady^  therefore  we  may  come  to  the  marriage,  before 
you  come  to  the  marriage-fupper,  Mat.  xxii.  4.  All 
tkinr^s  arc  rcody;  for,  all  things  are  in  the  Bridegroom's 
hand :  ^'  Tiie  F^ither  loves  him,  and  hath  given  all  things 
ir.ro  Ills  hand." — The  wedding^garment  is  ready  for  you 
to  pat  (>n  ;  pardon  of  fin,  and  }>eace  with  God,  and  all  is 
ready  in  his  hand  to  give  yon.  But,  fay  you,  I  am  not 
ready.  Why,  what  want  you  to  make  you  ready  ?  Do 
3'ou  want  faith,  repentance,  love,  or  any  grace,  to  make 
you  rea.ly  ?  Do  you  want  fuch  and  fuch  a  humbled,  and 
believing,  and  penitent  heart  to  make  you  ready  ?  And 
will  you  never  come  till  you  have  thefe  things  ?  Why 
then,  y(Ui  will  never  come  at  all ;  for  thefe  things  are 
nowhere  lo  be  had  but  iq  Chrift'o  hand,  where  all  things 

are 
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are.  And  therefore,  in  God's  name,  I  call  yen,  v-Iio 
are  fenfible  ol"  your  want  of  all  tliefe  good  things,  to 
come  and  join  hands  with  Clwill,  and  put  your  hand,  as 
it  were,  in  his  hand,  wherein  all  things  are,  and  you 
Ihall  not  want ;  for,  all  tilings  are  ready  in  his  hand  to 
give  you.     Therefore, 

2.  It  is  no  matter  though  finners  have  nothing  to  bring 
alonglt  with  them  to  Chrill ;  though  they  are  poor, 
dcllitute  of  all  things,  tliey  are  welcome  ;  yea,  the 
more  pjor,  the  more  welcome  to  him  that  hath  all 
things  in  his  hand  to  give.  What  though  you  are  no- 
thing, and  have  nothing,  and  are  a  thoufand  times 
worfe  than  nothing,  and  crying  out  in  your  heart,  Oh  ! 
1  have  no  faith,  no  love,  no  grace,  no  good  about  me, 
and  all  things  wanting:  is  that  your  cafe?  I  will  tell  you 
man,  woman,  you  arc  the  welcomeft  perfon  in  all  the 
world  to  come  to  Chrill^  who  has  all  things  given  into 
his  Hand:  "  To  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is 
poor,  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word," 
Ifa.  Ixvi.  2.  As  for  you  that  are  rich,  and  increafed 
with  goodi,  and  Hand  in  need  of  nothing;  and  are  ready 
to  fay  you  have  many  good  things,  yim  have  a  good 
lieart  to  God,  and  you  have  good  frames,  and  good  de- 
fires,  and  are  good  Ghriftians,  and  gof.d  neighbours ; 
and  di  fo  many  good  duties,  and  think  you  have  fo 
many  good  things;  really  I  fear  our  Lord  gets  little 
honour  from  you  ;  for,  you  have  fome  money,  and  you 
will  not  come  to  take  all  things  freely  out  of  Chrili's 
hand,  without  money,  and  without  price.  Indeed,  if  peo- 
ple go  to  a  public  change,  they  can  get  nothing  without 
money ;  but  if  you  go  to  a  king's  palace,  it  is  an  affront 
to  the  prince,  if  you  Ihould  ofter  money  for  any  thinf. 
Oh !  what  an  affront  is  it  to  the  Kingot  kings,  v/ho  has 
all  things  in  his  hand  to  give,  for  you  to  offer  him  mo- 
ney ?  I  am  not  offering  that,  fay  you  ;  yes,  you  do  it, 
v/hen  you  fay,  in  effeflt,  *'  I  have  fo  many  gord  things 
*^  about  me  :  tI:erefore,  I  hope,  he  will  give  me  rnore  ; 
**  1  am  none  of  the  worft  of  folks,  I  hope;  and  there- 
*'  fore,  I  truft  he  will  fave  me."  You  are  not  yet  for 
falvation  by  free  grace,  according  to  the  new  covenant; 
no  :    you  are    Handing  upon    the  rotten    covenant    cf 
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works.  If  God  have  mercy  on  you,  he  will  bring  you  to 
nothing,  that  he  may  bring  you  to  Chrift  for  all  things. 
3.  Hence  fee  the  nature  of  faith,  and  a  mark  and  evi- 
dence of  its  being  true  faving  faith,  or  believing  unto 
everlafting  life.  It  is  a  faith  that  believes  the  Father 
loves  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand; 
and  refts  content  with  fuch  a  Chrift  as  this  :  "  Let  a 
man  examine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  him  eat.'*  Examine 
your  faith  on  this  ;  Have  you  a  faith  that  believes  the 
Father's  love  to  the  Son,  and  giving  all  things  into  his 
hand,  fo  as  you  are  well  content  that  all  your  flock  of 
righteoufnefa  and  ftrength  is  in  Chrift's  hand  ?  This  is 
a  mark  that  will  diftinguifh  the  believer  from  the  clofeft 
hypocrite.  It  is  the  foundeft  faith  that  can  rejoice  in  this 
that  all  things  are  in  Chrift's  hand.  Hypocrites  may 
have  fomething  from  Chrift,  but  they  have  nothing  in 
him;  they  cannot  make  this  their  boaft,  that  they  have 
all  things  in  Chrift:  but  let  hypocrites  boaft  of  their  com- 
mon gifts,  common  graces,  common  attainments,  or 
whatever  they  may  have  from  Chrift ;  yet  thefe  only . 
have  moft  from  him  who  are  content,  and  glad  at  their 
hearts,  that  their  all  is  in  him;  and  that  their  ftock  is  in 
his  hand.  Hence  believers  are  faid  to  be  flrotig  in  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might:  ftrong  in  the  grace 
that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Hypocrites  may  be,  like  the  ivy, 
growing  up  the  tree  very  clofe,  and  receiving  fap  there- 
from :  and  yet  it  grows  upon  its  own  root.  They  may 
grow  up  in  a  profeffion,  and  receive  the  fap  of  common 
influences  from  Chrift,  and  yet  they  grow  upon  the  root 
of  the  old  covenant,  were  never  rooted  in  Chrift  :  they 
have  only  fomethings  from  him,  but  nothing  in  him. 
But  the  believer  is  rooted  in  Chrift,  and  has  his  all  from 
him,  into  whofb  hand  the  Father  hath  given  all  things. 
Hence  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  may  be  upon  a  hypocrite,  in 
refpedl  of  common  operations  ;  but  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is 
in  the  believer,  in  refpeft  of  fpecial  inhabitation.  The 
hypocrite  is  like  a  pool  of  water,  maintained  only  from 
without,  by  the  clouds ;  but  the  believer  is  like  a  well  of 
water,  fpringing  up  to  everlafting  life  ;  for,  he  hath  not 
only  many  things  from  Chrift,  but  he  hath  all  things  in 
Iiim,  and  lives  upon  him  for  all  things. 

V  And 
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4.  And  laftly,  We  may  hence  fee  th^  duty  of  all 
finners,  as  well  as  faints;  as  long  as  they  have  fin  and 
want  about  them,  namely,  to  come  to  Ghrift  for  all 
things ;  becaufe  the  Father  loves  him,  and  hath  given 
all  things  into  his  hand.  O  what  a  full-handed  Saviour 
is  here  !  and  fuch  a  full  and  folid  foundation  for  faith, 
that  you  can  have  no  objeftion  againfl:  coming  to  Chrift, 
but  what  the  text  will  anfwer.  Ghrift  hath  all  offices 
for  faVihg  finners  :  the  Father  that  gave  him  fill  things, 
hath  anointed  him  to  all  faving  offices.  If  you  be  igrto- 
rant ;  he  is  a  Prophet,  to  l^vcal  the  will  of  God  to  you: 
if  you  be  guilty  ;  he  is  a  Prieft,  to  reconcile  God  and 
you,  and  make  peace  by  the  blood  of  the  crofs:  if  you  be 
a  bond  flave  to  fm  and  Satan ;  he  is  a  King,  to  rahfom 
j^'ou  from  the  power  of  thefe  enemies.  He  to  whom  the 
Father  hath  given  all  things,  to  him  he  hath  given  all 
offices  fuiting  your  various  cafes ;  awd,  therefore,  be 
your  cafe  what  it  will,  there  is  no  ground  to  ftay  ikt 
a  diftance  from  him.*— As  he  h^th  given  him  all  offices, 
fo  he  hath  given  him  all  relations  fuitable  to  our  need ; 
therefore  in  fcripture  he  is  fet  forth  in  manifold  relations 
wherein  he  ftands  to  finners  in  the  vifible  church, namely, 
as  a  Head,  a  Hufband,  a  Bridegroom,  a  Phyfician,  ah 
Advocate :  therefore,  whatever  relation  he  claims  to 
himfelf,  claim  you  to  be  the  party  related  to  him,  faying, 
**  If  he  be  a  Head,  I  will  be  a  member ;  if  he  be  a 
**  Hulband,  I  will  be  a  wife ;  if  he  be  a  Bridegroom, 
"  I  will  be  the  bride  ;  if  he  be  a  Phyfician,  I  will  be 
"  the  patient;  if  he  be  an  Advocate,  I  will  be  the  client." 
Yea,  he  is  given  to  be  all  things  that  we  need,  and  hW 
things  are  given  into  hh  hand.  Nothing,  therefore,  in 
the  world  ihould  hinder  your  coming  to  Ghrift,  and  be- 
lieving in  him  ?  Are  you  objefting  againft  believing 
in  him  ?  No  doubt  you  are ;  and  yet  I  will  tell 
you,  I  know  of  no  objefition  you  have,  but  what  this 
doftrine  will  be  an  argument  and  a  reafon  for  faith, 
inftead  of  being  a  reafon  againft  it. 

You  objeft,  that  you  are  a  moft  prodigious  guilty  fin- 
ner  :  Why,  that  is  a  reafon  for  your  coming  to  him, 
becaufe  the  pardon  of  all  fin  is  in  his  hand;  he  had  power 
on  earth  to  forgive  fin :  and  hath  he  not  power  in  heaven? 
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Are  you  a  filthy  fmtier  ?  Why,  that  is  a  reafon  for 
looking  to  hi;ii ;  becaiife  the  wafliing  away  of  all  fikhi- 
nefs  is  in  his  hand ;  and  therefore  he  fays,  "  If  I  wafli 
thee  not,  thou  haft  no  part  in  me.  The  blood  of  Jefus 
Chrift  clcanfeth  from  all  fin.*'— Are  you  over-fun  with 
maladies,  plagues,  and  difeafes;  fuch  as,  deadnefs,  dark- 
ncfs,  ha:dnefs  of  heart,  and  enmity  ?  Well,  that  is  a 
reafon  why  you  ftiould  come  to  him  ;  for,  the  healing  of 
all  difeafes  is  in  his  hand  ;  his  name  is,  TI)e  Lord^  the 
healer. — Are  you  a  bond. Have  to  the  devil,  and  a  captive 
to  fin  ?  Why,  that  is  a  reafon  for  your  coming  to  him ; 
for,  the  loofing  of  all  bonds  is  in  his  hand :  and,  "  If 
the  S:)n  make  you  free,  you  Ihail  be  free  indeed." — 
Are  you  under  the  power  of  lulls  and  corruptions?  That 
is  a  reafon  for  your  coming  to  him ;  for,  the  fubduing  of 
all  corruptions  is  in  his  hand:  ^'  All  power  in  heaven  and 
earth  is  given  to.  him. — Are  you  burdened,  and  under 
heavy  loads  ?  That  is  a  reafon  why  you  fhould  come  to 
him  ;  for,  the  bearing  of  all  burdens  is  in  hjs  hand : 
*'  Gome  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Caft  your  burden  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  fuftain  thee." — Are  you  under  heavy 
crofies  ?  That  is  a  good  reafon  for  your  coming  to  him; 
for,  the  fan£lifying  of  all  croffes  is  in  his  hand  :  *■*-  By 
this  fliall.the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged;  and  this  is  all 
the  fruit  to  take  away  fin.  In  their  affliction  they  will 
feek  me  early. ^' — Are  you  prelTed  with  innumerable 
objections,  that  you  think  no  mlnifter  in  the  world  c^n 
anfwer  ?  Why,  that  is  a  reafon  for  your  coming  to 
Chrift  ;  for,  the  anfwering  of  all  objections  is  in  his 
hand :  "  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,''  fays  theFather, 
**  and  he  ftiall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles." — 
Are  you  oppreffed  with  fears  ?  Behold  the  difpelling  of 
all  fears  is  in  his  hand  ;  and  he  can  force  them  away 
with  a  word,  faying,  Fear  nofy  only  believe. — ^Are  you 
bewildered  in  the  mi  ft  of  darknefs  and  ignorance,  net 
knowing  v/hat  way  to  take  ?  That  is  a  reafon  for  believ- 
ing in  him,  who  is  given  to  be  a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles.  ''  Ylz  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  to 
light,  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay 
himfclf  upon  his  God.  I  will  lead  the  blind  in  a  way 
th^t  they  know  not,  and  m  ^a\Xv^  xV'aX  \\\^y  have  not 
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known.  I  will  njake  darkncTs  light  before  tlxm,  and 
crooked  things  ilreight.'' — Are  you  under  the  power  of 
imbLiUef,  unable  to  believe  ?  Weil,  that  is  a  reafon  why 
you  need  to  believe,  that  he  hath  power  to  make  you 
believe :  it  13  *fiven  to  him,  as  Mediator,  to  be  the  author 
and  finilher  of  faith.  Louk  to  him  for  his  drawing  power. 
Are  you  under  the  povv  er  of  cblUnacy,  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve ?  Why,  that  is  fad ;  and  yet  it  is  the  reafon  why 
you  fliould  believe  in  him,  and  to  believe  that  he  is 
given  to  make  you  willing  ;  "  Thy  people  Ihall  be  wil- 
ling in  a  day  of  thy  power." — Have  you  nothing  at  all 
in  hand?  Why,f  >  much  thebetler ;  if  you  can  believe  that 
all  things  are  in  Chrifi'shand,  then  fliould  your  cafe  be  as 
thrit'>f  the  apoftle,  Having  notbing.yet  poffij/ing all  things. 
"But,  fays,  the  carnal  heart,  what  dodtrine  is  this, 
''  nothing  but  believe  !  believe  that  all  things  are  in 
*'  Chriirs  hand  !  what  advantage  is  this  to  pradical 
*'  religion  ?  This  mult  be .  fome  llrange  doctrine.'* 
Well,  I  doubt  not  biit  it  is  Itrange  to  flclJi,  and  to  the 
'legal  heart  that  would  have  all  things  in  its  own  band  ; 
and  cannot  be  pcrfuaded  to  believe  that  this  way  of 
believing  is  the  way  to  heaven  :  "  What !  muft  there 
*'  be  no  doing  at  all,  nor  working?"  Why,  man,  I  muft 
tell  yc)u,  with  the  apoftlc,  that,  "  By  the  deeds  of  the  law 
no  flefli  living  can  be  julHlied  :"  but  if  you  be  for  right 
gol}3Ci -doing,  acceptable  to  God,  then  know  it,  in  God^'s 
name  I  inform  you,  that  the  belt  believer  is  the  bcft 
doer  ;  for,  if  once  yoii  could  believe  that  the  Father  bath 
given  all  things  into  Chrill's  hand,  and  believe  it  tvfth 
application,  that  all  your  ftock  of  righteoufnefs 'and 
Jlrength  is  in  Chri:l,  then  you  il;«uld  be  able  to  do  all 
things,  through  C4hrift  ftrengthcning  ycai,  Phil.  iv."r3. 
It  is  itrange,  and  yet  it  is  as  true  as  i^,  is  flrange^  they 
that  are  for  the  way  of  doing,  they  can  do  nothing; 
whereas  they  that  are  for  the  way  of  believing,  t\iey  can 
do  all  things  :  for,  "  All  things  are  pojTible  to  him  that 
believeth;"  becaufe,  when  he  is  weak,  then  he  is  llrong, 
2Gor.xii.  10.:  weak  in  himfclf,  but  fu-v/^ig  in  the  Lord; 
no  fuifxciency  to  think  a  good  thought,  tut  his  fufficiency 
is  of  God,  whofe  ftrength  is  made  perfcjcl  in  weaknefs. — 
Gladly,  therefore,  doth  he  glory  in  his  infirmities,  that 
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the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  him.  Happy  there- 
fore is  that  foul,-  which,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  want  of  all 
things,  can  believe  and  be  joyfully  content  in  this,  that 
the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into 
his  hand.  He  that  thus  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath 
everlaftirtg  life  :  and  he  that  believeth  not,  ihall  not  fee 
life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him. 

May  he,  who  hath  all  things  in  his  hand,  open  his 
hand  and  give  the  Spirit  of  faith,  that  fo  faith  may  come 
by  hearing  of  the  glorious  objedl  of  faith  *. 
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ACTION  -   SERMON. 


John  iii.  35. 

Tbt  Father  lovetb  the  Son^  and  bath  given  all  things  into 

his  hand. 

[The  fecond  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

IT  is  in  the  holy  and  over-ruling  providence  of  him, 
in  whofe  hand  all  things  and  all  hearts  are,  that  I 
have  been  inclined  to  purfue  this  fubjedt,  on  this  folemn 
occafion.  I  have  not  found  my  mind  determined  to 
enter  on  any  other  theme  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  no  fubjeft 
can  be  more  fuitable  to  the  work  of  the  day  ;  for,  wc 
cannot  commemorate  the  boundlefs  love  of  Chrift  to  us, 
in  dying  for  our  fins  ;  nor  can  we  remember  it  more 
efFeftually,  than  by  remembering  the  Father's  bountiful 
love  to  him,  for  his  fo  doing ;  and  that  evidenced  by 
his  giving  all  things  into  his  hand. 

Nothing,  in  the  world,  will  fweeten  the  remembrance 
of  Chrift's  love  to  us,  fo  much  as  the  believing  remem- 
brance 

♦  Here  ends  the  firfl  fermon  on  tliis  text,  preached  flt  KinglaHy. 
What  follows  was  delivered  ini!  .^diatcly  before  the  celebration  of 
tht  facramcnt  of  the  Lord*s  fuppcr  at  Duufcrmlmc,  June  27.  173-1. 
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brarice  of  the  Father's  love  to  him  :  even  as  nothing 
can  provoke  us  more  to  put  honour  upon. Cbrift,  than 
to  fee  how  much  honour  the  Father  puts  upon  him ;  and 
for  this  end,  "  That  all  men  might  honour  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father."  Why,  what  honour 
has  the  Father  put  upon  him  ?  It  is  even  the  greateft 
honour  ;  and  that  wherein  our  greateft  happinefs  lies  : 
He  bath  given  all  things  into  bis  band* 

As  this  is  laid  down  here  for  a  foundation  of  faith,  if 
you  compare  it  with  ver.  36.  and  with  Mat.  xi.  27,  a8. ; 
fo  here  we  have  a  full  feaft,  and  plentiful  provifion  for 
our  faith  to  feed  upon  this  day,  and  all  in  the  bed  hand: 
Tbe  Father  lovetb  the  Son^  andhatb  given  all  things  into 
bis  hand. 

The  doftrinal  obfervation  we  deduced  from  thefo 
words,  was  as  follows,  namely, 

Observ.  "  That  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son,  evidcn- 
"  ced  by  his  giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  is  a  firong  ar- 
**  gument  and  encouragement  for  faith  to  believein  him.'* 

The  method  laid  down,  for  profecuting  this  fubjeO;, 
was  the  following,  viz. 

I.  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  the  Father's  love  to  the 
Son. 

II.  Speak  of  this  evidence  of  the  Father's  love  :  and 
that,  I.  Shew  fome  of  thefe  things  the  Father  gives 
to  the  Son.  2.  Notice  the  import  of  the  expreffion, 
He  gave  all  things  into  bis  band*  3*  How  this 
evidences  the  Father's  love  to  him.  4.  Why  he 
hath  thus  m^nifeiled  his  love  to  him. 

III.  How  this  love  of  the  Father,  thus  evidenced,  in 
giving  all  things  into  his  hand,  is  a  ground  of  Faith. 

IV.  Make  fome  Application  of  the  whole. 

We  have  already  difcuffed  tbe  do£lrinal  part  of  this 
fubjefl,  and  likewife  made  fome  improvement  thereof: 
what  I  now  intend  further,  upon  this  fubjeSk,  is  by  way 
of  Exhortation.  And  the  exhortation  I  would  oflbr 
this  day,  frpixi  this  do£lrine,  is.  That  all  that  hear  me 
would  come  to  this  full  and  fufficient  Savio\i\\  V^^\\^V\^1^ 
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that  the  Father  hath  furnlflied  hhii  with  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  your  everlafting  falvallon ;  for,  he  that  thus 
believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlaliing  life  in  hira..*  That 
which  is  the  great  matter  and  ground  of  faith,  is  alfo 
the  great  motive  and  argument  for  it,  namely,  that  the 
Father  hath,  in  love  to  him,  and  to  finners  in  him  and 
through  him,  giving  all  things?  into  his  hand. 

That  I  may,  therefore,  purfue  and  enforce  this  ex- 
hortation to  believe  in  Chrift,  upon  lliis  ground,  1  ftiall, 
as  the  Lord  may  enable,  cbfcrve  the  following  niethcd 
of  difcourfe, 

Flrft^  That  our  faith  may  be  fixed  in  this  truth,  I 
fliall  offer  fome  demonftrations  of  It ;  and  evidence  that 
all  things  are  given  into  the  hand  of  Chrift,  the  Father's 
beloved. 

Secondly^  Tliat  faith  may  be  cleared  on  this  head,  I 
fliall  notice  a  little  the  beauty  of  this  difpofure  of  infi. 
nite  wifdom,  in  giving  all  thinjrs  into  Chrill's  hand. 

Thirdly^  That  our  faith  may  be  enlarged  and  widened 
in  the  view  thereof,  I  fliall  fpeak  a  little  of  the  extent 
of  the  matter,  the  treafure,  that  Chrift  hath  in  him, 
while  it  is  faid  that  all  things  are  given  into  his  hand. 

Fourthly^  That  faith  may  be  enlightened  and  aflifted 
further  herein,  I  fliall  confider  the  manner  how  all 
things  are  in  the  hand  of  Chrift. 

Fifthly^  That  faith  may  be  quickened  and  excited, 
I  fliall  ofier  fome  motives  and  confiderations,  arifing 
from,  and  accompanying  this  truth,  that  all  things  are 
given  into  Chrift's  hand. 

Sixthly^  That  our  faith  may  be  regulated  and  fquared, 
according  to  the  gofpel  rule,  I  fliall  clofe  with  a  few 
directions,  as  the  Lord  may  enable, 

And,  O  Sirs,  fince  faith  comes  by  hearing  of  the  obje£l 
of  faith,  by  hearing  what  Chrift,  the  object  of  faith,  is, 
and  what  he  hath,  let  your  eye  be  towards  him,  and 
your  ear  be  open  to  hear  what  is  faid  of  him  ;  that,  in 
hearing,  you  may  believe,  without  feeking  to  draw  faith 
out  of  your  own  heart  and  bowels,  whence  you  will 
never  Gad  it.     If  there  be  any  ?\ib\^G.  m  tlie  world,  the 
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hearing  whereof  tends,  through  grace,  to  work  fav-ing 
iaith,  it  is  this,  that  faith,  and  all  grace,  all  good,  all 
fulnefs,  all  things,  are  in  Chrill's  hand. 

Firfr^  The  firll  thing  I  have  propf>fed,  that  faith  may 
be  fixed,  and  fettled,  and  ^fl'ured  of  this  truth,  is  to  offer 
fome'demonftrations  thereof.  And,  O  that  it  may  be  in 
the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power. 

I  fhall  only  premife,  that  when  we  fay,  All  things  are 
in  the  hand  of  Chrill,  we  mean  not  only  generally,  all 
things  in  the  kingdom  of  providence ;  becaufe  his  king- 
dom rules  over  all;  and,  *'  He  is  the  Head  of  all  things 
unto  the  church,"  Eph.  i.  22.  but  alfo,  particularly,  all 
things  in  the  kingdom  of  grace;  of  which  he  fays,  *'  My 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  w.orld,"  John  xviii.  46.  But 
bleffed  be  God,  he  hath  not  faid,  his  fpiritual  kingdom 
is  not  in  this  world;  but  it  is  not  of  this  world  :  he  hath 
his  fpiritual  invifible  kingdom  iW  the  hearts  of  his  peo- 
ple in  this  world;  who,  though  they  are  in  it,  yet  they 
are  not  of  it,  but,  chofen  out  of  the  world;  yet,  fometinies 
this  kingdom  of  his  is  vifible,  in  the  remarkable  tokens 
of  his  fpiritual  prefence  in  his  ordinances.  And,  O  for 
many  fuch  tokens  this  day  !  But  now,  that  all  things 
are  in  Chriil's  hand,  will  be  evident  from  the  following 
demonftrations. 

I.  Demonftration  of  it  is  this,  "  If  they  that  inherit 
"  Ghrift,  inherit  all  thini]fs;  then  all  things  are  .in  his 
*'  hand :  but  fo  it  is,  they  that  inherit  him,  inherit  all 
**  things,  I  Cor.  ill.  21, — 23.  For  all  things  are  yours, 
**  whether  Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or 
*'  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come;  all 
*'  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Ghrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's.'* 
This  golden  chain,  together  with  all  things  prefent,  and 
all  things  to  come,  is  linked  to  the  believer,  becaufe  he 
is  united  unto  Chrift.  The  believer  hath  an  intereft  in 
Chrift;  by  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  he  hath  an  intereft  in 
God;  and  by  an  intereft  in  God,  he  hath  an  intereft  in 
all  things.  As  Solomon  fays.  Money  anfwers  all  things,- 
becaufe  all  things  that  are  vendible  may  be  procured  by 
it :  fo  Chrift  anfwers  all  things  to  the  believer.  lie  is 
meat  and  drink  to  them;  d'jTy  fejh  is  meat  indeed^  and 
my  blood  is  drink  indeed. — He  is  gold  at\d  tvVsax  X»NJcv«t\c^\ 
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**  The  merchandize  of  wifdoni  is  better  than  filver ; 
(lad  the  g^ia  thereof  than  pure  gold."  "  Come,  buy  of 
me  gold  tried  in  the  fire."-r-He  is  raiment  to  them 
when  naked  ;  and  they  put  on  the  Lord  Jefua  Chrift. — 
l^e  is  health  to  them  when  difeafed  ;  ^^  I  am  the  Lord 
that  healeth  thee." — He  is  all  things  to  them ;  '^  He 
that  overcometh  fliall  inherit  all  things,"  Rev.  xxi.  7. 
Why  ?  It  is  added,  "  \  will  be  his  God." 

2.  Demonftratian  of  this  truth,  is,  "  If  all  things^ 
"  without  Chrift,  be  but  empty  nothing,  then  all  things 
**  only  are  in  Cbrift's  hand:  but  fo  it  is,  all  things  are 
*^  nothing  withhut  Chrift ;  *'  Vanity  of  vanity,  fays  the 
"  preacher,  all  is  vanity,"  Eccl,  i.  2.  AH  the  riches, 
pleafures,  profits,  and  preferments  of  the  world  are  but 
emptinefs;  your- wifdoni,  your  parts,  your  children, 
your  lands,  your  revenues,  without  Chrift,  can  amount 
to  nothing ;  they  are  but  like  cyphers  without  a  figure. 
It  is  faid  of  believers,  2  Cor.  vi:  10.  Having  nothing, 
they  poffefs  all  things  ;  becaufe,  though  they  had  noth- 
ing in  the  world,  yet,  having  Chrift,  they  have  all 
things :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  truly  faid  of 
the  wicked  and  unbelieving,  that„  having  all  things, 
they  poffefs  nothing;  becaufe,  though  they  had  all  things 
in  the  world  at  their  will,  yet,  being  without  Chrift,  they 
have  nothing  :  all  they  have  is  but  emptinefs  ;  yea,  all 
they  have  is  a  curfe,  becaufe  they  have  not  Chrift. — 
^nd  thus  all  things,  without  him,  are  not  only  nothing, 
but  worfe  than  nothing. 

3.  Deraonftration  of  this  truth,  is,  "  If  all  things  in 
**  the  world  be  but  a  fliadow  of  what  is  in  Chrift ;  then 
^^  all  things  are  in  Chrift's  hand  fubftantially :  but  fo  it 
*'  is,  all  good  things  in  the  world  are  but  fhadows  of 
"  wjiat  is  in  Chrift."  Outward  riches  are  but  a  fliadow 
of  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift :  outward,  life  is  but 
^  fhadow  of  him  who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life: 
outward  liberty  is  but  a  (hadow  of  that  freedom,  that  is 
to  be  had  in  Chrift  :  "  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  then,  are 
•yoa  free  indeed,"  John  viii.  36.;  importing,  that  no  free- 
dom is  freedom  indeed  and  in  truth  but  this  :  outward 
reft  is  but  a  fliadow  of  the  reft  that  is  to  be  had  in  him; 
'^  ComQ  to  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
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I  will  give  you  reft-"  The  fun  in  the  firmament  is  but 
a  fhadow  of  the  Sun  of  rigliteoufnefs,  and  of  his  glory: 
rofes  and  lilies  are  but  Ihadows  of  his  beauty,  who  is 
the  rofe  of  Sharon,  and  lily  of  the  valley  :  rivers  and 
fountains  are  but  fhadows  of  his  fulnefs,  who  is  the 
fountain  of  living  waters  ;  not  a  fountain  clofed,  but  a 
fountain  opened  to  us:  plants  and  trees  are  but  a  Ihadow' 
of  the  verdure  of  him  who  is  the  plant  of  renown,  the 
tree  of  life.  All  things  that  have  any  excellency  in 
them  are  but  fliadows  of  him  in  whom  all  excellencies  do 
cojncentre.  All  the  liars  of  creature-excellencies  are  but 
fliadows  of  him  who  is  the  bright  and  morning  Star. 

4.  Demonllration  is,  "  If  the  knowledge  of  all  things 
*'  be  worth  nothing,  in  refpedl  of  the  knowledge  of 
**  Chrift  ;  then  all  things  are  only  in  his  hand :  but  lb 
*'  it  is,  that  all  things  are  but  lofs  and  dung  in  refpedl  of 
*'  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  Phil.iii.  8." 
The  great  apoftle  defired  to  know  nothing  but  Chrift,  and 
him  crucified ;  yea,  this  is  life  eternal  to  know  him,  and 
God  in  him,  John  xvii.  3.  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  is 
the  raoft  certain,  the  moft  profitable,  and  the  moft  cofnfbrt- 
able  knowledge. — It  is  the  moft  certain  knowledge:  we 
know  other  things  only  by  their  Ihape  and  fpecies  ;  but 
we  know  Chrift  by  the  Spirit :  we  know  other  things 
by  the  teftimony  of  men  ;  but  we  know  Chrift  by 
the  teftimony  of  the  Spirit:  now,  as  the  teftimony  of 
the  Spirit  is  more  certain  than  the  teftimony  of  man  ; 
fo  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  the  mofl:  certain  knowledge. 
It  is  the  moft:  profitable  ;  it  is  a  knowledge  that  gives  us 
the  poffeffion  of  the  things  we  know  :  by  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  we  are  poflcfred  of  Chrift ;  by  our  knowledge 
of  his  fulnefs,  we  are  poffefTed  of  his  fulnels;  "  By  bir? 
kno)vledge  fliall  my  righteous  Servant  juftify  many."  If 
it  be  life  eternal  to  know  him,  furely  it  is  moft  profitable. 
It  is  tl;e  moft  comfortable  :  all  our  want  of  comfort  and 
fatisfaftion  flows  from  our  want  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  ;  and  all  our  true  comfort  arifes  from  the  know- 
ledge and  view  of  him.  John  wept,  becaufe  he  thought 
none  was  able  to  open  the  feals  of  the  book  of  God's 
decrees,  concerning  man's  redemption  ;  but,  upon  the 
.  Yoi..  V.  t  R  5i&- 
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dilcovery  of  Ghrift,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the 
weeping  was  Hilled ;  he  wept  no  more,  Rev.  v.  4,  5. 

5.  Demonftration,  or  fcriptural  argument,  is,  '*  If 
"  Ghrift  can  fupply  all  wants  ;  then  all  things  raaft  be 
"  in  his  hand  :  but  fo  it  is,  he  can  fupply  all  wants 
'^  which  we  labour  under,  PhiL  iv.  19.  My  God  fliall 
**  fupply  all  your  needs,  according  to  his  riches  in  glory, 
*'  by  Ghrift  Jefus."  Whatever  you  labour  under,  there 
is  that  in  Ghrift  which  can  fupply  and  fupport. — ^Do  you 
labour  under  defertion  ?  Then  he  fays,  *^  1  will  never 
leave  nor  forfake  thee,"  Heb.  xiii.  5. — ^Do  you  labour 
under  corruption  and  bondage  to  fin?  It  is  he  that  fays, 
*'  Sin  fliall  not  have  dominion  over  you,"  Rom.  vi.  14. — 
Do  you  labour  under  temptation?  It  is  he  who,  as  the  God 
of  peace,  will  tread  down  Satan  under  your  feet,  Rora. 
xvi.  20.;  and  fays,  *  My  grace  fliall  be  fufEcientfor  you.* 
Do  you  labour  under  weaknefs  ?  It  is  he  who  fays,  **  My 
ftrength  fliall  be  perfefted  in  thy  weaknefs,"  2  Gor.xii.  9. 
Doyoulabour  under  afRiftion,  inward  or  outward?  '••Many 
are  the  aflliftionsof  the  righteous;  but  the  Lord  deli vereih 
him  out  of  them  all."-r-Doyou  labour  under  fears  of  pub- 
lic Calamities  upon  the  land?  It  is  faid  of  him,  '^  This  man 
ihall  be  the  peace,  when  the  Affyrian  Ihall  come  into  our 
land." — ^Do  you  labour  under  the  fears  of  death?  It  is  he 
who  fays,  *'  O  death,  I  will' be  thy  plagues;  O  grave,  I 
will  be  thy  deftru£tion.  Repentance  Ihall  be  hid  from* 
mine  eyes." 

6.  Demonftration  is,  **  If  Ghrift  can  fatisfy  all  the 
**  defires,  fuit  all  the  conditions,  and  anfwer  all  the  ob- 
*'  jeftions  of  fmners  ;  then  he  muft  have  all  things:  but 
*'  fo  it  is,  he  can  fatisfy  all  defires  of  fmners  j  for  he  is  the 
"'  Defire  of  all  nations,  and  every  thing  defirable  is  in 
**  him  ;  '^  He  is  altogether  lovely  [or  all  desires,  as  the 
''  word  imports], Song  v.  16.  made  upof  defirable  things.'^ 
Is  worth  defirable  ?  He  is  the  treafurc  hid  in  the  field. 
Is  wifdom  defirable?  ''  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafurcs 
of  wifdom  and  knowledge.  Wifdom  hath  builded  her 
houfe,"  Prov.  ix.  i. :  it  is  in  the  plural  number,  v)ifdoms. 
(Jlirift  is  a  compound  of  vyifdom. — He  can  fuit  all  condi- 
tions cf  poor  finners:  there  is  no  condition  you  can^  be  in, 
b'dt  he  hath  a  promife  luited  to  it;  fo  that  there  is  in  Ghrift 
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what  fuits  all  cafesj  for,  the  proniifes  arc  nothing  elfe  but 
the  veins  where  the  blood  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift  doth  run. 
Are  you  wandering?  Chrift  fays,/^;;i  the  vDay. — Are  you 
in  darknefs?  Chrift  fays,  I  aim  the  light  of  thevjorld^ — Are 
you  in  deadnefs?  Chrift  fays,  I  am  the  refurreHion  and 
the  life. — Are  you  guilty?  Chrift  fays,  he  is  the  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs. — Are  you  polluted?  Chrift  fays,  he  is  the 
Fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs. — Are  you 
dejefted  ?  Chrift  fays,  He  will  fend  the  Comforter. — Do 
you  need  protection  ?  Chrift  affirms,  that  he  is  the  Rock 
of  ages,  in  whom  is  everlafting  ftrength. — ^Do  you  need 
diredion  ?  Chrift  is  the  wonderful Counfellor,  and  he  fays< 
I  ^ill  lead  the  blind  by  a  ^ay  they  know  not. — AsChriftcau 
fatisfy  all  defires  and  fuit  all  conditions,  fo  he  can  anfvvef 
all  objeftions. — If  any  of  you  fay,  "  Alas !  I  am  a  poof 
"  loft  fmner.'*     Then  Chrift  fays,  /  came  to  feek  and  to 
fave  that  ^iubicb  is  loft^  Luke  xix.  lo. — **  Oh!  fs^ys  ano* 
**  ther,  I  am  unrighteous, and  lam  a  great finner.^'  Well, 
Chrift  fays,  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous^  bzit  ftnners  to 
repentance^  Matth,  ix.  13.     "  Oh!  fays  a  third,  but  I 
"  cannot  repent.'^    Well,  it  is  anfwered,  "Him  hath  God 
exalted  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,and  remiffionof  fins," 
Afts  V.  31.     *'  Alas  !   cries  another,  but  I  cannot  turn 
**  from  fin."     It  is  anfwered,  Chrift  is  fent  to  blefs  you, 
in  turning  every  oneof  you  from  your  iniquities,  Acts  iii. 
16.  It  is  his  work  to  turn  away  tranfgreffion  from  Jacob; 
to  turn  you  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God.     *'  Ah!  but  I  hajVe  no  might  or  ability 
*'  to  come  unto  Chrift."  It  is  anfwered,  *'He  gives  power 
to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  createth 
ftrength,"  Ifa.  xl.  29,  30,  31.    He  is  the  Author  of  faith, 
Heb.  xii.  2.     "  Oh!  but  I  have  finned  to  the  uttermofl." 
Why,  then,  he  tells  you,  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utter- 
moft,  Heb.  vii.  25.     "  Alas !  I  am   a  backflidcr,  and 
*^  bent  to  backfliding."     To  this  it  is  anfwered,  *'  I  will 
heal  their  backflidings;  I  will  love  them  freely,"  Hof.xiv. 
4.  "  Oh!  but  though  I  fliould  come  to  hin?,  I  cannot  fol- 
**  low  him;  his  flieep  follow  him."     Well,  what  fays  he 
to  this?     Even  that  **  He  will  carry  the  lambs  in  his 
amis,    andv  gently   lead   thofe   that  are  with  young," 
Ifa.  xl.  1 1 . — -Whatever  the  objeaioii  v^^  Vv^  .c'jocv  ^t&^^^\v^ 
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whatever  the  cafe  is,  he  can  reniede  it ;  whatever  the 
defire  is,  he  can  fatisfy  it  :  why  then,  all  things  muft 
be  in  his  hand;  and  no  wonder,  for  all  the  treafures 
of  divine  plenitude  and  fulnefs  are  in  his  hand. — 
This  may  lufEce  to  demonftrate  the  truth  hereof. 

Secondly,  The  next  thing  propofed,  was,  in  order  to 
clear  our  faith  in  this  matter,  to  notice  the  beauty  of 
this  difpofure  of  infinite  wifdom,  in  giving  all  things 
into  Chrifl's  hand.     And, 

1.  In  this  contrivance  infinite  wifdom  hath  confulted 
the  Father's  right  and  property,  and  raanifefted  that  he 
is  the  giver  of  all  things,  and  the  pofTeffor  of  all  things; 
inf  )niuch  that,  when  he  gives  all  things,  he  cannot  lofe 
thereby  the  poflefiion  of  any  thing  he  gives ;  fur,  the 
Father's  giving  all  things  into  Chrill's  hand  doth  not 
imply,  that  he  alienates  his  own  right.  It  is  true, 
when  we  give  a  thing  to  another,  we  lofe  a  right  to  it; 
but  it  is  not  fo  with  God ;  for  when  he  gives  all  things 
to  Chrift,  and  when  he  gives  Chrill,  and  all  things  in 
him  to  us,  he  ftill  keeps  his  right  to  all  that  he  gives  : 
^'  All  things  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Ghrift's,  aad  Chrift  is 
God^s,"  I  Cor.  iii.  22,  23.  Thus,  v/hat  the  Father  gives 
into  Ghrift's  hand,  remains  Hill  in  the  Father's  hand ; 
''  And  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  none  Ihall  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hand.  My  Father  which  gave  them  me  is 
greater  than  all,  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  ray 
Father's  hand.  I  and  my  Father  are  one,"  John  x.  28. 

2.  In  this  contrivance  infinite  wifdom  hath  confulted 
the  S®n's  right  and  title.  This  donative  right  that  he 
hath,  as  Mediator,  as  it  is  well  adapted  to  him,  who,  as 
God,  hath  the  fame  effential  right  and  title  to  all  thin:];s 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft.  For,  as  to  his 
eternal  Godhead,  he  is  the  everlafling  Father,  Ifa^.  ix.6. 
whofe  goings  forth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlafting, 
Micah  v.  2.  *'  By  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  him," 
I  Cor.  viii.  6. — And,  as  Mediator,  his  donative  right  is 
attended  with  an  acquifitive  right,  by  his  purchafe,  by 
which  he  hath  merited  and  obtained  a  name  above  every 
?ianie,  and  a  being  head  over  all  things  to  the  church, 
ThW.  ii.  9.  Eph.  v.  23. — A  bellical  right,  bjr  conqueft, 

making  the  people  to  fall  undtt  \v\m^Pfal%  ex.  4.;  making 


Fiiitb^s  greateft  EnccurareTizent.  249 

them  willing  in  a  day  of  his  power,  Pial.  ex.  3.;  and  ever- 
coming  thoi'c  that  make  war  with  him,  Rev.  xvii.  14, — 
**  He  is  able  to  labdue  all  things  to  himfelf,"  Hcb.  ii.  8^ 
An  hereditary  right,  being  the  heir  of  all  things,  Heb.  i.  2. 
and  being  the  fir(Uborn,higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
Pfalm  Ixxxi::.  27.;  the  firll-born  from  the  dead,  that  in 
all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence,  Col.  i.  18. 

3.  In  this  contrivance,  infinite  wrfdom  hath  confulted 
the  fecurity  of  the  llick  and  treafure,  with  which  Chrift 
is  intrnlled  ;  and  taken  the  bed  method  for  fecuring  all 
things  in  his  hand.  Wc  will  find  it  is  done  with  a  fpe- 
cial  f  )lemnity :  It  is  done  by  folemn  eledlion,  he  being 
chof^sn  to  this  truft;  "  Behold  my  Servant,  whom  1  up- 
hold;  mine  Eleft,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth,"  Ifaiah 
xlii.  I.  It  is  d.me  by  folemn  tranfaftion  between  the 
Father  and  him,  wlien  the  counfel  of  peace  was  between 
them  b^^th  ;  "  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  ray  chofcn," 
Pfalm  Ixxxix.  3. — It  was  done  by  a  folemn  call,  a  for- 
mal and  legal  call ;  "  I  thef  Lord  have  called  thee,  and 
given ^thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  a  light  to  the 
Gantiles,"  Ifa.  xlii.  6.  ;  and  fo  to  be  all  things  to  his 
pe:)ple.  It  was  done  by  a  f;lemn  commiflion,  under  the 
broad  feal  of  heaven,  whereby  he  is  authorized  to  be  all 
things  that  finners  nded :  "  Him  hath  God  the  Father 
fcialed,"  John  vi.  2.  All  things  are  given  to  him  with 
the  folemnity  of  a  promife;  fuch  as,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  8, — 1 1. 
*'  Hi^  dominion  (hall  be  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the 
river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth."  To  the  fame  purpofe , 
Pfalm  Ixxxix.  24,  2 5» '"  Cut  my  faitbfulnefs  and  my 
mercy  Ihall  ber  with  him  :  and  in  my  name  fliall  his 
horn  be  exalted.  I  will  fet  his  hand  alfo  in  the  fea, 
and  his  righx-hand  in  the  rivers."  Yea,  all  things  are 
given  into  his  hand  with  the  folemnity  of  an  oath; 
Pfalm  Ixxxix.  34^  35.  *^  My  covenant  will  I  not  break, 
nor  alter  the  word  that  hath  gofie  out  of  my  mouth*: 
once  have  I  fworn  by  n^y  hollnfefs,  I  will  not  lye  unto 
David."  Pfalm- <£x.  4,-^7.  **  The  Lord  hath  fworn, 
and  will  not  r^nt,  thou  art  a  Prieft  for  ever,  after  the 
order  of  Melclflfedeck,"  Stc:  not  only  fo,  but  a  King,  for 
ever,  upon  a  throne^,, ruling  over  all  things;  "  The  Lord, 
at  thy  right-hand,  Ihall  ftrike  thro'  km^&  va.  Vw3»  x^x"a?&^\ 
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he  fhall  judge  among  the  heathen ;  he  fhall  fill  the  places 
with  the  dead  bodies;  he  Ihall  wound  the  head  over  many 
countries." — This  vail  treafure,  then,  is  well  fecured. 

4.  In  this  contrivance,  infinite  wifdom  hath  confulted 
the  fitnefs  otthe  great  Truftee,  to  whom  all  things  are 
granted,  O  what  wiCiora  is  in  this,  that  he  who  is,  to 
to  fpeak,  the.centre  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  I  mean,  the 
middle  perfon,  Ihould  be  the  centre  of  all  things:  Thus 
he  hath,  as  it  were,  confulted  the  convenience  of  all 
things.  How  fit  is  it  that  all  things  iliould  move  to- 
wards their  centre,  and  meet  there  !  He  is  the  centri- 
cal  place,  not  only  the  middle  perfon  of  the  glorious  Tri- 
nity,  but  alfo  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  that 
all  things  being  between  God  and  man,  they  might  have 
all  things  common  between  them,  for  his  own  glory  and 
their  good.  Read  concerning  this,  Eph.  i.  10.  '*  That 
he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things  in  Ghrift, 
both  which  are  iii  heaven,  and  which  are  in  earth,  even 
in  him."  All  things  good  and  bad  may  be  faid  to  be 
given  into  his  hand  :  all  evil  things;  fuch  as,  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  fin,  and  death,  that  they  may  be  ruled 
and  over-ruled  :  and  all  good  things,  that  they  may  be 
managed  and  fecured.  All  our. enemies  are  put  in  his 
hand,  that  they  may  be  deflroyed  ;  and  all  our  bleffings 
])ut  in  his  hand,  that  they  may  be  preferved.  None  but 
Chrill  was  capable  of  fuch  a  truft  ;  no  mere  creature, 
among  men  or  angels, was  capable  to  bear  this  glory:  "It 
13  he  that  builds  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  bears  the 
glory,"  Zech.  vi.  13.   None  but  he  was  capable  to  be  the 

.  difpofer  of  all  wants  and  difpenfer  of  all  bleffings:  there- 
fore he  is  made  the  general  receiver  of  all  things. 

5.  In  this  contrivance,  infinite  wifdom  hath  confulted 
the  pleafure  of  all  parties,  even  the  pleafure  of  all  the 
perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity;  "  It  pleafed  the  Father, 
that  i^  him  iliould  all  fulnefs  dwell,"  Col.  i.  19,:  where 
you  may  notice,  that  the  word  Father  is  not  in  the  ori- 
ginal ;  and,  therefore,  this  work  of  repofing  all  things, 
iM  fulnefs  in  Ghrift,  may  be  looked  upon,  not  only  as 
the  work  of  the  Father,  but  the  work  of  the  whole  glo- 
rlous  Trinity.  It  .pleafed  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
th^t  in  Chrlil  fiiould  s^U  fulnefs  dweU ;  that  into  his  hand 
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fhouid  all  things  be  given:  the  Father  propofed,  the  Son 
accepted,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  confented,  that  in  Chrift^ 
as  Mediator,  Ihould  all  falnefs  dwell ;  and  this  was  done 
with  rapturous  pleafure.     It  pleafed  the  Father  to  pro- 
pofe  it ;  for,  he  fays,  *^  I  have  laid  help  upon  One  that 
is  mighty  :"  It  pleafed  the  Son  to  accept ;   for,  he  fays^ 
Lo  I  cornel    It  pleafed  the  Holy  Gliolt  to  confent ;  for, 
he  relied  on  Chrilt,   and  furniflied  him   for  his  work : 
*'  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  was  upon  me,  for  he  hath 
anointed  me,"  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.     This  ravifliing  pleafure,  of 
the  glorious  Trinity,  is  not  only  plainly  iipported  in  the 
words  of  our  text,  where  it  is  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son, 
as  our  Saviour  and  Surety,   is   unade   the  fpring  of  his 
giving  ail  things  into  his  hand ;  but  you  have  it  plainly 
expreffed,  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  "  Behold  my  Servant,  whom  I  up- 
hold ;  mine  Eleft,  in  whom  my  foul  deligbteth."     And, 
Prov.  viii.  30.     ''  Then,"  fays  Chrift,  namely,  from  all 
eternity,  "  I  was  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him; 
I  was  daily  his  delight."    Now,  in  what  refpeft  was  he 
the  Father's  delight  ?     Even  in  refpeO:  of  his  rejoicing 
in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  being 
with  the  fons  of  men.     The  Father  delighted. in  me, 
b'icaufe  I  delighted  in  the  fons  of  mep,  in  the  very  pro- 
fpefl:  of  faving  and  redeeming  them  by  my  blo6d.     He 
delighted  to   fee  him  delighting  in  this  mediatorial  fer- 
vice,  for  which  all  things  were  given  into  his  hand,  with 
infinite  pleafure.     And,  as  God  confults  his  own  plea- 
fure herein,  fo  the  pleafure  of  all  poor  fianers,  for  whofe 
fake  and  benefit  all  things  were  given  unto  him  :  and 
hence,  whenever  the  glory  of  this  method  of  falvation, 
fhrough  Chrifl;,  is  open  to  the  heart  of  any  poor  finners, 
they  are  not  only  pleafed  and  fatisfied,  butraviflied  and 
filled  with  fweet  wonder,  and  llrong  confolation,  Heb.  vi. 
18.;  and  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  The 
foifl  is,  by  a  glorious  and  ravilhing  power,  carried  out 
to  reft  in  this  device,  as  every  way  worthy  of  God,  and 
every  way  fuitable  and  fatisfying  Jo  their  cafe. . 

6.  In  this  contrivance,  infinite  wifdom  hath  confulted 
the  credit  and  honour  of  all  concerned.  He  hath  herein 
confulted  the  credit  and  honour  of  his  own  majefty  and 
greatoefs,  in  giving  all  things  into  the  hand  oC  0\\\&.^ 
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the  fecond  Adam,  and  not  tranfafled  any  more  with  man, 
in  his  own  perfon^  now  when  turned  rebel  to  his  crown 
and  dignity  ;  but  tranfafted  immediately  with  Chrift,  a 
perfon  of  equal  dignity  with  himlelf,  giving  all  things 
to  him,  and  through  him  to  us.  Thus  we  are  taught 
to  keep  at  a  due  diflance  from  this  infinitely  glorious 
Sovereign,  and  to  come  and  receive  bleffings,  not  im- 
mediately out  of  his  hand,  but  by  the  hand  of  Chrill, 
the  Mediator  :  *'  I  am  the  way,  no  man  cometh  to  the 
Father  but  by  me.'' — He  hath  confulted  the  credit  of  his 
uame,  and  cf  all  his  glorious  excellencies  ;  the  credit  of 

.  his  broken  law,  how  it  might  not  only  be  fulfilled,"  but 
magnified  to  the  utmoft;  the  credit  of  his  oflfended  juftice, 
how  it  mic^ht  not  only  be  Tatisficd,  but  glorified  to  the 
highell.  Why,  infinite  wifdom  knew  that  there  was  no- 
thing that  the  violated  law,  or -the  injured  attributes  of 
God,  could  demand  for  the  reparation  of  their  honour, 
but  what  tiie  finner's  Surety,  having  all  things  given  to 
him,  could  anfwer  with  eafe,  and  to  infinite  fatisfaflion. 
The  Creditor  well  knew  that  the  Surety  was  not  only 
creditable,  but  refponfible,  abundantly  able  to  pay  all  the 
debt ;  mighty  to  fave  :  mighty  to  fatisfy,  mighty  to  give 
all  the  infinite  fatisfadtion  demanded  ;  infomuch,  that 
mercy  vents  to  finners,  without  any  prejudice  to  juftice; 
and  the  attributes  of  God,  feemingly  inconfiftent  one 
with  another,  are  reconciled  in  Cbrift :  *'  Mercy  and 
truth  meet  together,  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kifs  each 
otter."  And  God  pardons  and  fatisfies  fo  as  not  only  to 
he  merciful,  hut  even  jufl,  in  juftifying  the  ungodly. — 
He  hath  confulted  the  credit  of  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  wlw 
thus  h  lionoared  with  a  name  above  every  name  that 
can  be  named  ;  all  things  being  given  into  his  hand<  not 
only  to  f|jrnifli  him  with  his  mediatorial  fervice,  but  alfo 
to  reward  him  far  it,  Phil.  viii.  9.  He  is  honoured  with 
a  goodly  train,  a  throng  court  of  fupplicants,  all  things 
being  given  unto  him,  that  the  gathering  of  the  people 
might  be  to  him  for  fupply,  and  that  the  revenue  of  praife 
might  be  given  to  him  thro'  all  eternity. — Yea,  he  hath 
confulted  the  credit-  as  well  as  the  profitof  all  the  redeem- 
ed, by  giving  all  things  into  the  hand  of  Chrift.  God  never 

honoured  the  church,  nor  advanced  them  to  greater  dig- 
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iiity,  than  by  giving  them  an  univerfal  plenitude,  as 
head  of  the  body  the  cliuroh:  and  every  bdiever  may 
fay,  "  My  Head,  my  Hufband,  ray  Lord,  hath  all  things 
*'  in  his  hand."  This  is  the  honour  of  all  tlie  faints,  they 
have  all  things  inChrift;  and  he  is  made  of  God  unto  them 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanctification  and  redemption;  yea 
and  all  things;  that  he  that  glorieth  may  glory  in  him. 
S  J  much  for  a  hint  at  the  beauty  of  this  diipofure. 

Thirdly^  The  next  thing  propofed  was,  in  order  to 
enlarge  and  widen  our  faith  in  this  matter,  to  fpeak  of 
the  Extent  of  this  ftore  and  treafure  that  Chrill  hath ; 
the  Father  having  given  all  things  into  his  hand.  Why 
then,  befides  what  we  faid  on  the  dodlrinal  part,  confider, 

1.  If  all  things  are  in  his  hand,  then  all  the  attributes 
of  God  are  in  him.  There  is  nothing  that  the  Father 
hath,  excepting  his  perfonalit)'',  but  the  Sou  hath,  as 
Mediator ;  **  All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine,** 
John  xvi.  15.  All  things  that  Gcd  hath,  they  belong 
to  the  Mediator  alfo,  the  God-man.  Here  then  is  an 
ocean  where  you  and  I  may  dive  for  ever,  and  never  get 
to  the  bottom. — Having  all  things,  he  hath  all  the  wif- 
dom of  God,  Col.  ii.  3.  **  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafure* 
of  wiftiom  and  knowledge."  Poor  fooiifli  fmner,  who 
hath  no  wifdom,  knowledge,  nor  underftanding,  here  is 
a  treafure  for  you  ;  "  Chrill,  the  wifdom  of  God,  made 
of  God  unto  you  wifdom,"  £  Cor.  i.  30. — Having  all 
things,  he  hath  all  the  p.->wer  of  God;  *' We  preach 
Chrill  crucified,  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to 
the  Greeks  foolininels;  bnt  unto  them  which  are  called, 
both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Chrill,  the  wifdom  of  God  and 
the  power  of  God,"  i  Cor.  i.  24.  Poor  feeble  foul,  who 
can  do  nothing,  here  is  a  good  bargain  for  you  to  lay 
hold  upon;  it  is  he  that  can  work  in  you,  both  to  will 
and  do ;  and  make  his  people  willing  in  a  day  of  his 
power.  You  are  not  called  to  come  to  Chrift,  but  by 
the  power  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  power  of  God. .  Yon 
are  to  receive  him  that  can  give  you  power  to  receive 
him;  and,  as  one  abfolutely  v/eak,  to  take  hold  of  hi* 
flrength,  ^nd  look  to  his  power,  to  whom  is  given  all 
power  in  heaven  and  in  earth. — Having  all  ihin^^^  Iv^ 
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hath  all  the  holinefs  of  God;  he  is  faid  to  \>q  made  of  God 
unto  us  fandlification:  and  furely  here  is  an  immenfe 
fountain  of  fancYity,  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God.  O 
poor,  vile,  polluted  fmner,  who  hath  loft  the  image  of 
God,  by  the  fall  of  the  firll  Adam,  and  the  deficiency  of 
his  holinefs,  here  is  a  better  head  and  hufband  for  you, 
in  whom  is  all  the  falnefs  of  the  divine  holinefs,  that  you 
may  be  complete  in  him, — Having  all  things,  he  hath  all 
the  jullice  of  God,  and  all  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
him,  and  jullice  fatisfied  in  him,  by  his  mediatorial  righ« 
teoufnefs;  for,  ''The  Lord  is  well-pleafed  for  his  righte- 
oufnefs' fake ;"  yea,  he  that  is  th6  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
is  made  unto  us  righteoufnefs,  i  Cor.  i,  30.  and,  O  won- 
derful word!  "  He  was  made^Zn  for  us, — ^that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him,'*  2  Cor.v.:»i. 
O  guilty,  guilty  finner  !  here  is  a  joyful  found  in  your 
ears,  '*  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.*'  You 
may,  in  Chrift,  be  more  righteous  in  God's  fight,  than 
ever  you  was  guilty  in  his  fight;  yea,  you  may  be  the 
very  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  You  raay^not  only  be 
juftified,  but  find  God  to  be  juft  in  juftifying  youj  becaufe 
the  juftice  of  God  is  in  him;  and  it  is  fatisfied  in  him, 
magnified  in  him,  glorified  in  him. — Having  all  things, 
he  bath  all  the  mercy  of  God  in  his  hand ;  all  the  infinite 
love,  pity,  and  compaflion  of  God  is  in  his  hand,  and  in 
his  heart.  What  is  Chrift,  but  the  love  of  God  wrapt 
up  in  a  garment  of  flelh  and  blood?  i  John  iv.  9,  10. 
*'  In  tills  was  manifefted  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  be- 
caufe that  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the 
world,  that  we  might  live  thro'  him.  Herein  is  love, 
not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  God  loved  us,  and  fent 
his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  fur  our  fins."  And  Jude, 
ver.  21.  "  Keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  God;"  how  ? 
"  Looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  unto 
eternal  life."  O  poor  miferable  finner!  would  you  wifli 
to  find  mercy  in  the  moment  of  death,  and  mercy  at  the 
great  day?  Know  that  there  is  no  mercy  to  be  expefled 
cut  of  God's  hand,  unlefs  you  look  to  his  mercy  as  in 
the  hand  of  Chrift;  for,  he  will  never  fhew  mercy  tcthe 
prejudice  of  his  juftice;  audit  is  only  in  Chrift,  that 
mercy  and  juftice  meet  together  and  embrace  each  other. 
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Having  all  things,  he  hath  all  the  faithfulnefs  and  truth 
of  God;  ''  My  mercy  and  my  faithfulnefs  fliall  be  with 
him,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  24.  I  have  obferved  between  thirty 
and  forty  places  of  fcripture,  where  mercy  and  truth,  mer- 
cy  and  faithfulnefs,  are  joined  together;  and  here  you  fee 
they  are  joined  together  in  Ghrift.  In  him  the  mercy 
and  love  of  God  vents  to  the  honour  of  divine  truth, 
pledged  even  in  ail  the  threatenings  of  the  law,  as  well 
as  divine  truth,  pledged  in  all  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel; 
becaufe  in  him  all  the  threatenings  and  curfes  of  the  law 
have  fpent  their  force;  ''  Chrifl  hath  redeemed  us  from 
the  curfe  of  tlie  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,"  GaL 
iii.  13.  And,  "  In  him  are  all  the  promifes.  Yea  and 
Amen  to  the  glory  of  God,"  2  Cor.  i.  20.  He  is  the  way 
and  the  truth :  truth  itfelf,  the  God  of  truth,  and  the 
truth  of  God.  O  perfidious,  faithlefs.  Unfaithful,  and 
treacherous  finner !  who  hath  many  times  lied  to  the 
God  of  truth  ;  wouldft  thou  have  thy  falfhood  all  done 
away,  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  truth  and  veracity  of 
God,  and  your  falvation  fecured  notwithllanding  of  your 
falflibod,  ficklenefs,  and  inllability  ?  Here  is  a  pillar  on 
v^hichyou  may  ftand  firm  and  fixed,  amidfi:  all  changes, 
whether  in  your  outward  lot  or  inward  frame;  for,  "  All 
flefh  is  grafs ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  endureth  for 
ever."  The  truth  of  God  ftandeth  unalterably  .  the 
fame. — Again,  having  all  things,  he  hath  all  the  autho- 
rity of  God  in  his  hand  ;  "  My  name  is  in  him,"  Exod. 
xxiii.  21.  O!  poor  loft  finner,  when  Chrift,  in  this 
gofpel,  comes  to  feek  and.  fave  that  which  was  loft,  fay 
not.  By  what  authority  doth  he  thefe  things?  He  is  the 
Sent  and  Sealed  of  God,  and  he  hath  all  the  authority 
that  God  can  give  him.  And  if  you  afli  by  what  autho- 
.  rity  we,  poor  finful  mortal  worms,  like  yourfelves,  do  of- 
fer him,  and  all  his  ftore  to  you  ?  Indeed,  we  \yould 
have  no  authority,  if  he  had  not  faid,  *'  Go  preach  the 
gofpel  to  every  creature;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
unto  the  end  of  the  world."  In  a  word,  having  all  things, 
he  hath  all  the  fulnefs  of  God  in  his  hand  ;  It  pleafed  the 
Fntber^  that  in  him  JI?ould  all  fulnefs  dweltj  Col.  i.  19. 
*'  In  him  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily." 

Not 
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N:)t  only  all  the  attributes  of  God,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of 
all  the  divine  attributes.  Not  only  the' wifdom  of  God» 
but  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  divine  wifdom  ;  not  only  the 
power  of  God,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine  power  ;  not 
only  the  holinefs  of  God,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine 
holinefs;  not  only  the  julHce  and  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
but  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine  righteoufnefs ;  not  only  the 
raercy  of  God,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine  mercy;  not 
only  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God,  but  all  "the  ful- 
nefs of  divine  faithfulnefs  ;  not  only  the  authority  of 
God,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine  authority ;  not  only 
is  God  in  him,  but  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead.  O  ! 
poor  empty  fmner  !  here  is  unfearchable  riches,  a  bot- 
tomlefs  well  of  everlaftinj  falvation  for  you, 

2.  If  all  things  are  in  his  hand,  then  all  the  reins  of 
providence  are  in  his  hand;  this  muft  follow  upon  what 
hath  been  faid,  having  all  the  perfeftions  of  God,  furely 
his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  What  a  vaft  field  is  here!  I 
ftiall  only  touch  at  fome  of  the  borders  thereof.  For  all 
things  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell  are  under  his  govern- 
ment  as  Mediator,  Phil.  ii.  10.  Eph.  i.  22.  All  the 
reins  of  common  providence,  in  the  world,  and  fpecial 
providence,  in  the  church,  and  among  the  children  of 
God,  are  wholly  in  his  hand, — Why  then,  having  all 
things,  he  hath  all  kingdoms  and  churches  in  his  hand  ; 
**  By  me  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice,''  Prov. 
Viii.  15.  \Vhen  he  will,  he  cuts  off  the  fpirit  of  princes, 
and  is  terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth.  Pfal.  Ltxv.  6,  7. 
**  Promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  eaft,  nor  from  the 
weft,  nor  from  the  fouth,  but  God  is  the  judge;  he  putteth 
down  one  and  raifeth  up  another.*^  It  is  by  him  that  the 
churches  are  planted  and  watered;  and  again  difplanted 
and  turned  into  a. barren  wildernefs  when  he  pleafes,  Ifa- 
xli.  18.  Pfal.  lvii.34.  Whatever  difordefs  and  cnnfufitms 
be  in  the  church  of  God.  it  is  beft  for  us  to  keep  about 
the  hand  of  Chrift,  who  hath  the  over-ruling  of  all  things 
to  his  Father's  glory,  and  his  people's  good. — Having 
all  things,  he  hath  all  the  ftars  of  heaven  in  hid  hand, 
not  only  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars  of  thefe  Vifible  hea- 
vens; for,  he  cr^uld  make  the  ftars  in  their  courfes  fight 
againU  Si/era;  but  alfo,  a\\  t\ie  ftats  in  the  church's  fir- 
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maraent,  Rev.  i.  i6,  and  he  orders  tliem  to  fliine  f<» 
long  in  tliis  place,  and  fo  long  in. the  other  as  he  pleafes. 
— Having  all  things,  he  hath,  all  the  winds  of  heaven  in 
his  hand.  When  the  church  and  children  of  God  pray, 
Song  iv.  16.  Awake^  0  nortb-'wind;  come  thou  foutbyin^s:. 
Whence  do  they  expeft  thefe  winds  of  the  Spirit's  influ- 
ences ?  Even  from  him  who  hath  faid  of  the  blefled 
Comforter,  /  'will  f end  bim  unto  you^  John  xvi.  7.  It  is  he 
that  prophefies  unto  the  winds,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  y.  *'  Thus 
faith  the  Lord,  Gome  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and 
breathe  upon  thefe  {lain,  that  they  may  live.''  If  there 
be  little  of  this  quickening  wind  blowing  about  your 
•hearts,  yet  he  can  order  the  winds  to  arife  when  he 
pleafes  ;  for,  all  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  »re  in  his 
hand,  as  well  as  the  natural  winds,  Pfalm  cxxxv.  7^— . 
Having  all  things,  he  hath  all  the  waters,  of  the  fea,  and 
51II  the  duft  of  the  earth  in  his  hand;  WJbo  batb  meafured 
tie  waters  in  tbe  bollow  of  bis  hand^  and  meted  out  heaven 
Hoith  afpan?  and  comprehended  the  duft  of  tbe  earth  in  a 
meafure?  Ifa.  xl.  12.  Perhaps  you  have  friends  buried 
in  the  fea,  or  buried  in  the  earth ;  whether  the  earth  or 
fea  be  their  graves,  are  they  friends  in  Chrift  ?  Rejoice 
in  the  faith  of  their  happy  refurreflion  ;  "  He  wrill  raife 
them  up  at  the  laft  day."  It  is  eafy  with  him  to  com- 
mand the  earth  and  the  fea  to  give  up  their  d^ad  ;  for  he 
hath  every  drop  of  water,  and  every  pile  of  duft  within, 
the  view  of  his  oranifcient  eye,  and  within  the  hollow  of 
his  omnipotent  hand. — Having  all  things,  he  hath  all  the 
mountains  and  hills  in  his  hand,  as  in  the  forecitcd,  Ifa. 
xl.  12.  He  is  faid  to  weigh  the  mountains  in  fcales,  and 
the  hills  in  a  balance.  The  mountains  and  hills  are  in 
his  hand,  both  in  a.  literal  and  metaphorical  fenfe  ;  they 
are  in  his  hand  and  under  his  feet,  fo  that  it  is  eafy  with 
him  to  caft  them  out  of  the  way  with  his  hand,  or  tread 
upon  them,  and  come  Ikipping  on  tHe  mountains,  and 
leaping  on  the  hills,  Song  ii.  8.  Who  art  tbou^  0  great 
mountain?  before  our  Zerubbabel^thou  Jhalt  become  aplain^ 
Zech.  iv.  7.  How  doth  Jiaith  remove  mountains,  but 
by  the  hand  of  Chrift  ?  Poffibly  you  may  find  moun- 
tains of  fin  and  guilt,  mountains  of  trouble  and  diftrefs, 
mountains  of  fears  and  objefliona)  mai(itauva  <i^  AxSSl- 
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culties  and  difcouragements  in  your  way;  but  let  them 
not  fright  you  from  coming  to  Ghrift ;  for  he  hath  them 
all  in  his  hand:  and  he  can  overturn  the  mountains  as 
cafily  as  he  can  turn  his  hand- — Having  all  things,  he 
hath  all  weathers  in  his  hand,  whether  fair  or  foul,  calm 
or  ftormy  weather  as  he  pleafes  to  order;  wliether  pro- 
fperity  or  adverfity,  plenty  or  penury:  In  the  day  of  pro- 
fperity  be  joyful  in  him;  in  the  day  of  adverfity  confider 
that  it  is  he  alfo' that  hath  appinted  it ;  for  God  hath 
fet  the  one  againft  the  other,  Eccl.  vii.  14. — Having  all 
things,  he  hath  all  times  and  feafons  in  his  hand:  he  hath 
given  to  the  ftork  and  fwallow  to  know  their  appointed 
times,  and  to  obferve  the  times  of  their  coming,  Jer.viii,;. 
O  Sirs,  how  infinitely  well  then  does  he  know  the  fit 
time  of  his  own  coming,  and  the  proper  feafon  of  vifiting 
his  people!  **  He  waits  to  be  gracious;  and  he  is  a  God 
of  judgment,  blefled  are  all  they  that  wait  f(»r  him,"  Ifa. 
XXX,  18.  The  time  of  our  fojourning  here,  and  the  num- 
ber of  our  months  is  in  his  hand.  The  time  of  his  ap- 
proaches to  the  foul,  and  the  time  of  his  flaying,  is  in  his 
lovereign  hand. — -Again,  having  all  things  in  his  hand, 
he  hath  all  the  chains  of  devils  and  of  evil  fpirits  in  his 
hand;  they  are  held  in  his  chains,  and  under  his  check 
and  contrcul;  they  cannot  touch  a  herd  of  fwine  without 
his  permiffion;  and  his  hand  is  famed  for  cafting  out 
devils;  and  perhaps,  there  are  many  fuch  here  to  be  caft 
out;  but  he  hath  no  more  ado  but,  **  Thou  dumb  and 
deaf  fpirit,  I  charge  thee  to  come  out."  Thou  unclean 
fpirit,  I  charge  thee  to  come  out:  thou  drunken  fpirit,  I 
charge  thee  to  come  out:  thou  profane  fpirit,!  charge  thee 
to  come  out  •  thou  atheiftical  unbelieving  fpirit,  I  charge 
thee  to  come  out.  All  the  chains  wherewith  poor  pri- 
foners  of  hope  are  held,  are  in  his  hand ;  and  glory  to 
God  that  hath  anointed  him  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are 
bound,  Ifa.  xli.  i. — Again,  having  all  things,  he  hath  all 
the  keys  of  hell  and  death  in  hi^  hand ;  **  I  am  he  that 
Jiveth  and  was  dead;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  ever- 
more. Amen;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  death,"  Rev. 
j.  18.  When  death  and  hell  thought  to  have  detained 
him  prironcry  behold  our  mi^Vvly  Sgimfori  came  off  with 
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all  the  gates,  and  all  the  keys  in  his  hand.  Why,  he  had 
promifed,  faying,  ''  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague ;  O 
grave,  I  will  be  thy  de(lru£lion,''  H-of.  xiii.  14.  And 
having  done  as  he  faid,  therefore  his  people,  even  ftaring 
death  in  the  face,  may  and  fometin^es  do,  fing  that  trium- 
phant  fong,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling?  O  grave  where 
is  thy  victory.?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  and  the  llrength 
of  fin  is  the  law,  but  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the 
viftory,  thro'  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghritt,"  i  Cor.  xv.  55'"^ 
Again,  having  all  things, he  hath  all  work  upon  his  hand: 
having  finiflied  the  work  the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  e- 
ven  the  work  of  redemption,  by  price;  he  hath  yet  upon 
his  hand  all  the  work  that  the  redeemed  have  to  do,  even 
the  work  of  redemption  by  power.  In  point  of  means, 
you  are  called  to  be  much  about  his  hand;  but  in  point 
uf  power,  you  muft  put  all  in  his  hand  ;  for,  "  Without 
him  you  can  do  nothing,"  John  xv.  5.  It  is  he  who  work- 
eth  in  us,  to  will  and  do  of  his  good  pleafure,  Phil.  iv.  13. 
It  is  he  that  works  all  our  works  in  us  and  for  us,  Ifa.  xvi. 
12.  therefore  we  fliould  pray,  with  the  pfalmift,  Pfalm 
cix.  21.  **  Do  thou  for  me,  O  God  the  Lord,  for  thy 
name's  fake;  and  Pfal.  Ivii.  2.  I  will  cry  unto  God,  moft 
high,  unto  God  that  performeth  all  things  for  me.''  But 
this  leads  me  to  another  particular. 

3.  If  all  things  are  in  Chrift's  hand,  then  all  oiBces,  all 
faving  offices  are  in  his  hand.  You  know,  the  Father 
hath  anointed  him  to  the  office  of  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King.  O  Sirs,  what  employment  will  you  put  in  his 
hand?  It  is  he,  as  a  Prophet,  that  fays,  **  They  fhall  be 
all  taught  of  God:"  look  tohim  for  the  promifed  teaching. 
It  is  he,  as  a  Priefl:,  that  fays,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
facrifice  he  hath  oflfered,  "  I,  even  I  am  he  that  pardon- 
eth  thine  iniquity,  for  my  name's  fake:"  look  to  him  for 
remiffion  in  his  blood.  It  is  he,  as  a  King,  that  fays,  *'  I 
will  fubdue  your  iniquities ; — Sin  fhall  not  have  domini- 
ou  over  you."  O!  ignorant  finner,  will  you  find  in 
your  heart  to  refufe  fuch  a  Prophet  as  Ghrift  is  ?  Who 
teaches  like  him?  O!  guilty  finner,  will  you  refufe  fuch 
a  High-prieft  as  this  ?  fuch  a  facrifice  a^this  ?  O!  en- 
flaved  finner,  will  you  refufe  the  help  of  fuch  a  King  and 
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Conqueror  as  this  ?     If  there  be  none  of  the-fe  offices  to 
be  difpenfed  with,  then  take  hold  of  him  in  them  all. 

4.  If  all  things  are  in  his  hand,  then  he  is  clothed 
with  all  relations  that  can  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
finners.  What  friend  or  relation  do  you  want, .  O  fin- 
per? — Want  you  a  father  to  pity  you  ?  Behold,  here 
you  may  have  an  everlalling  Father,  that  is  his  name, 
Ifa.  ix.  6.  and,  "  In  him  the  fatherlefs  findeth  mercy." 
Want  you  a  mother  to  be  tender  of  you?  Behold,  here 
motherlefs  children  may  have  their  lofs  made' up  ;  when 
father  and  mother  leaveth  you,  he  is  one  to  take  you  up, 
Pfal.  xxvii.  10.  He  is  one  that  can  be  a  thoufand  times 
better  to  you  than  father  or  mother;  and  manifefts  more 
love  than  the  tendered  mother  that  ever  was;  *^  Can  a 
woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  Ihe  Ihould  not  have 
compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb?  yea,  ihe  may  forget, 
yet  will  I  not  forget  you,"  Ifa.  xlix.  15. — Want  you  a 
hufband  ?  O  1  what  would  you  think  to  be  married  with 
the  heir  of  all  things?  Why,  if  the  ear  of -faith  be  open, 
you  may  hear  him  faying,  T6y  Maker  is  tby  Hujhand^ 
Ifa.  liv.  5.  and  again,  Hof.  ii.  19.  '^  I  will  betroth  thee 
unto  me  for  ever."    If  you  fay,  *  O!  how  will  it  be  con- 

*  fiftent  with  the  juftice  of  God  for  him  to  marry  fuch  a 

*  black  bride?'  Why,  he  fays,  "  I  will  betroth  thee  unto 
me  \n  righteoufnefs;"  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  in 
wifdom;  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  in  judgment,  in  lov- 
ing kindnefs  ;  yea,  and  in  faithfulnefs  ;  and  thou  flialt 
know  the  Lord;  thou  fhalt  know  God  in  Ghrift.  How 
can  he  betroth  thee  to  himfelf,  and  yet  be  infinitely  juft, 
and  wife,  and  merciful,  and  faithful  in  doing  fo  ?  Be- 
caufe  mercy  and  truth  have  met  together  in -Ghrift,  the 
glorious  Bridegroom;  they  ftruck  up  a  match  together, 
and  embraced  each  other,  that  there  might  be  nothing 
to  hinder  the  match  between  Ghrift  and  you. — ^Want 
you  a^  proper  match  then,  O  finner,  or  a  meet  help,  poor 
bankrupt,  run  in  fuch  deep  arrears  to  the  law  and  juf- 
tice of  God?  Is  not  he  that  hath  unfearchable  riches  a  fit 
match  for  you?  Poor  dying  creature,  that  will  be  f6t)d 
for  worms  in  a. little,  here  is  a  living  Head  for  you,  that 
can  make  you  live  for  ever.     O !  mortal  worm,  here  is 

an  immoridX  Hufband  for  you.     Poor  changeable  crea- 
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tare,  here  is  an  unchangeable  match  for  you;  "  Chrift  the 
fame  yellerday,  to-day  and  for  ever."  Want  you  a  lover? 
are  you  an  outcad,  that  reckons  yourfelf  defpifed  by  all 
the  world,  in  fo  much,  that  none  cares  for  you,  or  loves 
yoiJ?  Behold,  an  infinitely  loving  and  lovely  Jefus,  of- 
fering and  boding  his  love  upon  you,  faying,  "  I  will 
heal  your  backllidings;  I  will  love  you  freely,"  Hof.xiv. 
4.  And  he  is  feeking  your  heart,  your  conjugal  love,  fay- 
ing, "  My  fon,  give  me  thy  heart." — ^Want  you  a  leader 
thro'  the  dark  and  difficult  fteps  of  your  way?  A  guide, 
a  direftor,  and  caunfellor  in  whatfoever  affair  you  have 
upon  your  haftd,  V^berein  it  is  needful  to  be  direfted  ? 
O !  here  is  a  wonderful  G  )unfellor,  who  fays,  Ifa.  xlii. 
1.6.  '*  I  will  lead  the  blind  in  a  way  they  know  not,  and 
in  paths  that  they  have  not  known." — Want  you  a  Ihep- 
herd  to  feed  you,  or  a  captain  to  fight  your  battles  for 
you  ? — Want  yQU  a  phyfici^n,  when  in  ficknefs,  to  heal 
you  ? — Want  you  a  refiner  and  purifier,  when  you  are  in 
the  furnace,  to  purge  away  your  drofs  ?  Behold  he  who 
hath  all  things  in  his  hand,  has  all  the  relations  that  you 
can  defire. 

54  If  all  things  bt  m  his  hand,  then  all  graces  are  in 
his  hand.  This  is  a  great  part  of  the  glory  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  that  he  is  full  of  grace  and  truth, 
and,  '*  Out  of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  received  and  grace 
for  grace,  John  i.  14.  16.  Grace  is  poured  into  his  lips," 
Pfal.  xlv.  2.  and  I  hope  he  is  pouring  grace  from  his  lips' 
by.his  word  among  fome  of  you  this  day.  "  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  him,  for  he  hath  anointed  him." 
He  is  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladtiefs,  anointed  with 
the  Spirit  of  all  grace. — Want  you  grace  to  believe  ?  Be- 
hold it  is  in  his  hand,  as  he  is  the  Author  of  faith. 

Want  you  grace  to  repent?  Behold  it  is  in  his  hand,  as  a 
Prince  and  Saviour  exalted  to^giye  repentance. — Do  you 
want  grace  to  pray?  It  is  he  that  has  the  Spirit  of  prayer 
in  his  hand  to  give,  Zech.  xii.  ig. — ^Do  you  want  grace 
to  communicate  ?  GrAce  to  mortify  fin?  Grace  to  bear 
the  crofs?  Grace  to  refift  temptation  ?  Grace  to  do  and 
fuffer  ?  It  is  he  that  has  all  grace  in  his  hand  to  give  ; 
and  who  fays,  *'My  grace  fliall  be  fufEcient  for  vou :" 

Vol.  V.  .  t  S  V^^ 
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hence  his  people  are  called  to  be  Ilrong  in  the  grace  that 
is  in  Chrift  Jcfus. 

6.  It*  all  tilings  are  in  his  hand,  then  all  bleffings  are 
in  his  hand  to  give.  He  is  the  Lord-difpenfer  of  tem- 
poral bleffings;  for,  "  The  earth  is  in  his  hand,  and  the 
fiilnefs  thereof:"  the  Lord-diipenfer  oi'fpiritual  bleffings; 
fcr,  behold  heaven  is  in  his  hand,  and  thefulnefs  there- 
of: the  Lord-difpenfer  of  eternal  bleffings  ;  for,  eternal 
life  is  in  his  hand.  It  was  promifed  of  him,  that  men 
flicnld  be  bleffed  in  him  ;  and  accordingly  he  is  fent  to 
blefs  us,  Acts  iii.  26;  ''  God  having  raifed  up  his  Son, 
Jcfus,  fent  him  to  blefs  you,  in  turning  away  every  one 
of  you  from  hisiniquities."  Imight  here  enumerate  many 
particular  bleffings.  The  bleffings  of  illumination  is  in 
his  hand  ;  for,  he  is  a  Light  to  enlighten,  the  Gentiles. 
The  bleffing  of  converfion  is  in  his  hand ;  for,  he  fays, 
*'  When  I  am  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.'* 
The  bleffing  of  juftification  is  in  his  hand;  for,  **•  We  are 
jafiified  freely  by  his  grace."  The  bleffing  of  reconci- 
liation with  God  is  in  his  hand  ;  for,  it  is  he  that  makeih 
peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs.  The  bleffing  of  fanftifi- 
cation  is  in  his  hand;  fi^r,  *'  He  \^  made  ofGod  unto  us, 
fanclincation."  The  bleffing  of  acceptance  is  in  his  hand; 
for,  '^  By  him  v/e  have  boldnefs  and  accefs,  with  confi- 
dence, thro'  the  faith  of  him."  The  bleffing  of  confola- 
tion  is  in  his  hand  ;  for,  he  is  the  Confolation  of  Ifrael. 
The  bleffing  of  a  happy  death  is  in  his  hand;  for,'*  Bleffed 
are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord."  The  bleffing  of  a 
happy  refurre£lion  is  in  his  hand ;  for.  He  is  the  refur- 
re£iion  and  the  life.  The  bleffing  of  a  happy  fentence 
at  the  great  day  is  in  his  hand  ;  for,  All  judgment  is 
committed  to  him  ;  and  it  is  he  that  will  fay  to  the  wick- 
ed, ''  Depart  ye  curfed,  into  everlalling  fire,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels;"  and  to  the  righteous,  "  Come, 
ye  blelTed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
you,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  The  bleffing  cf 
eternal  glorification  is  in  his  hand ;  for,  as  he  is  the  glorv 
of  the  higlier  h.mfe,  fo  he  fays,"  Father,  I  will,  that  thofe 
whom  thou  hall  given  me,  be  with  me,  where  I  am,  that 
they  may  behold  my  glory :  and  fo  fliall  they  be  ever  with 
ike  Lovd.^^ — Can  you  tell  me  any  fpiritual  bleflSng  that  is 

not 


FaltFs  greaii'ff  Encoiira^emeHt*  263 

not  in  hishand?  No:  Eph.i.  3.  "Who  hath  bklTtd  us  with 
all  Ij^iritual  bleflings,  in  heavenly  places,  only  in  Chrift.'* 
And  now,  after  all,  what  think  ye  of  him  ?  Have  you 
no  heart  to  join  hand  with  a  well-furnifhed  Saviour,  that 
hath  all  thinj]js  in  hiahand?  If  you  have  got  no  heart  to 
luch  a  good  bargain,  this  is  very  fad  ;  but,  becaufe  it  is 
a  day  of  glad  tidings,  I  will  tell  you  among  ether  things, 
that  all  hearts  are  in  his  hand,  and  it  is  his  prerogative 
to  open  the  locked  heart.  It  is  eafy  with  hitii  to  create 
a  clean  heart,  to  melt  the  hard  heart,  to  fix  the  wander- 
ing heart,  to  cleanfe  the  filthy  heart,  to  elevate  the^ 
drooping  heart,  to  conquer  the  (lubborn  heart,  to  quick- 
en the  dead  heart,  to  draw  the  backv/ard  heart,  as  I 
noticed  on  another  fubjeft ;  and  if  any  thing  draw  your 
heart  to  him,  it  will  be  the  revelation  of  his  grace  and 
fulnefs,  as  having  all  things  in  his  hand. — Thus  much 
inay  fuffice  for  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  extent  of 
this  treafure. 

Fourthly,  I  come  to  the  fourth  thing  I  propofed,  which 
was,  in  order  to  the  farther  affifting  of  faith,  to  confider 
the  manner  how  all  things  are  in  Chrift's  hand.  I  have 
already  told  you,  all  things  are  in  Chrift's  hand  naturally 
as  he  is  God ;  and  donatively,  as  he  is  Mediator  :  but, 
befides,  there  are  thefe  following  ways  wherein  all  things 
given  him  of  his  Father  are  in  his  hand* 

1.  All  things  are  in  his  hand  fubftantially  ;  not  fym- 
bolically,  as  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  in  the  elements  of  bread 
^nd  wine  in  the  facrament  ;>  or,  as  God  was  faid  to  be 
in  the  temple,  by  the  fymbol  of  his  prefence.  It  isnct 
the  fhadow  of  all  things,  but  the  fubftance,  .which  is  in 
his  hand  ;  therefore  it  is  faid,  Col.  ii.  9.  "  In  him  dwel- 
leth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily  ;"  that  is, 
fubftantially,  and  fo  in  a  glorious,  eminent,  fuperlative 
and  tranfcendent  way.  Chrill  is  the  fubftantial  All  of 
his  people  ;  the  fubftance  of  all  the  types,  and  facrifices, 
and  ceremonies  under  the  law.  They  were  but  tho 
fhadow  of  good  things  to  come,  Heb.x.  1.  All  the  good 
things  themfelves  are  in  Chrift  fubftantially. 

2.  All  things  are  in  him  communicatively;  his  Media- 
torial fulnefs  is  communicable    aivcl  orciti\^sA.^Ts^.     ^^ 

S  i  .  ^^^^ 


264         Heaven's  grand  Repofitory ;  or^     Ser.  LXXXI. 

fhops  are  clofed,  but  Chrift's  houfe  ftands  open ;  and  on  it 
this  infcription,  Whofoever  will,  may  come  and  Ihare  of 
this  treafure.  Chrift's  fulnefs  is  communicable;  and 
therefore,  Out  of  this  fulnefs  we  may  all  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace,  John  i.  16.  We  needed  not  preach  of 
this  ftore  that  is  in  Chrift's  hand,  if  it  was  locked  up  in 
him.  Why  is  it,  that  in  him,  as  Mediator,  dwells  all 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  lx)dily  ?  Why,  but  that  we  may 
be  complete  in  him.  Col.  ii.  9, 10.  Chrift  is  a  cabinet  of 
rich  jewels;  faith  is  a  key  to  open  the  cabinet:  we  re- 
ceive out  of  his  fulnefs  by  faith.  Prayer  is  a  key,  "  If 
any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  all:  it  of  God,'*  If  thefe 
keys  be  not  in  your  hand,  furely  they  are  in  his,  who 
hath  all  things  in  his  hand,  O  folicite  him  to  caft  you 
the  key,  and  give  you  the  fpirit  of  faith  and  prayer, 

3.  All  things  are  in  his  band  fufficicntly  ;  there  is 
bread  enough  and  to  fpare,  Luke  xv.  1 7.  Fulnefs  enough 
for  the  deftitute ;  light  enough  for  the  dark;  life  enough 
for  the  dead:  there  is  grace  enough  in  him,  pardon  enough 
in  him,  help  enough  in  him;  bread  enough  and  to  fpare. 
If  you  think  there  is  none  to  fpare  for  you,  it  is  becaufe 
you  do  not  believe  there  is  enough  in  him;  but  will  you 
difgrace  our  infinitely  noble  and  glorious  Lord,  by  fup- 
pofins;  that  there  is  not  enough  in  him  ?  O  \  He  can 
jatisfy  the  longing  foul,  and  fill  the  hungry  foul  with 
good  things.  Nothing  in  this  world  gives  fatisfa6lion  to 
the  foul :  he  was  a  fool  that  faid,  when  he  had  a  full  barn, 
**  Soul,  take  thy  reft,  thou  haft  goods  laid  wp'for  many 
years."  We  may  as  well  dream  of  a  coffer  full  of  grace 
and  glory,  as  of  a  foul  full  of  corn  and  wine  ;  it  is  only 
Chrift  that  has  in  him  fuitable  and  fatisfying  fulnefs  for 
the  foul,  and  enough  to  give  complete,  folid,  permanent, 
and  everlafting  fatisfadlion. 

4.  All  things  are  in  his  hand  efficiently  and  efifeftively, 
in  fo  much,  that  he  can  make  others  to  Ihare  of  a  con- 
formity to  him,  in  that  ftore  that  is  in  his  hand.  For 
example,  hath  he  all  comelinefs  ?  Well,  what  fays  he  ? 
''  I  have  made  thee  perfe£l  thro*  my  comelinefs  which  I 
put  upon  thee,"  Ezek.  xvi.  14.  Hath  he  all  righteouf- 
uefs?  Well,  the  believer  is  made  righteous  through  his 
r/g/iteoufnefs.    Hath  be  a\\  ^\orj\  TV^^  bdiwcr  is  made 
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glorious  thro'  his  glory,  and  all  glorious  within;  "  Be- 
holding his  glory,  we  are  changed  into  the  fame  image, 
from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord/'  2  Cor. 
ill.  18.-— There  is  a  power  and  efficacy  in  every  faving 
difcovery  of  the  glorious  treafure  that  is  in  Chrift,  a 
fmiling  favour  in  his  face  ;  and,  O  happy  they,  that  are 
fmitten  with  a  conformity  to  him  :  who,  beholding  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  are  made  gracious;  beholding  the  glo- 
ry of  his  holincfs,  are  made  holy;  beholding  thfe  glory  of 
his  mercy,  are  made  merciful. 

5.  All  things  are  in  his  hand  unchangeably;  for  he  is 
the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  H^b.  xiii.  18. 
He  is  always  the  fame;  arid  his  ftock  and  treafure  is  in- 
variably  the  fame*  Whatever  you  get  out  of  his  hand, 
yet  ftill  the  ftock  and  ftore  is  in  his  hand.  Let  faith 
dravv^  never  fo  many  bills  upon  him,  for  this  and  that 
fupply,  at  this  time  and  the  other'time,  and  get  never  fo 
much  rent,  annual  rent,  or  daily  rent,  out  of  the  ftock ; 
yet  ftill  the  ftock  and  intereft  both  are  in  his  hand :  and 
the  believer  hath  his  all  to  the  fore ;  even  when  all  that 
was  in  your  hand  is  fpent,  yet  all  things  remain  as  they 
were  in  Ghrift's  hand ;  yea,  and  this  well  of  falvation  ^ 
fprings  up  for  ever,  and  that  to  evcrlafting  life.  O  great 
encouragement !  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  in  our 
hand  may   ebb  and  flow ;  but  as  it  is  in  Chrift*s  hand, 

it  is  unchangeably  the  fame.  The  believer  may  be  fome- 
times  full,  and  fometimcs  empty;  foiiietimes  up,  and 
fumetimesdowti;  but  Chrift  is  always  the  fame;  **  lam 
the  Lord,  I  change  not."  All  believers,  fmce  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  have  been  always  putting  down  their 
buckets  of  faith,  and  drawing  water  out  of  this  well  of 
falvation ;  yet  ftill  it  is  full  and  running  over  ;  and  no 
wonder,  for  his  falncfs  is  infinite ;  it  is  the  fiilncfs  of 
God. 

6.  All  things  arc  in  his  hand  eternally,  Col.  i.  19.  •*  It 
pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell;" 

*it  is  a  dwelling  futaefs.  In  him  it  is,  and  in  him  it  dwells 
far  ever.  "  In  him  are  durable  riches  aiKl  righteovjfnefs ; 
and  at  his  rij^ht-hand  are  pkafiires  for  evermore.'*  Hence 
alfothe  bleffings  he  communicates  are  evcrlafting;  evcr- 
lafting peace,  everi^ftiug  pardow,  cvevUftvtv%c,^xx^^'^VNw^^ 
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everiafling  life  ;  ''  He  that  helieveth  on  the  Son,  hath 
everlafting  life."  Here  is  a  depth  to  dive  into  for  ever  ; 
Chrill  hath  an  eternity  of  all  perfeftion  in  him.  An 
eternity  of  all  excellency,  an  eternity  of  all  bleffings : 
here  is  a  portion  that  will  make  you  up  to  eternity. 
Here  is  eternal  wifdoni,  eternal  power,  eternal  holinefs, 
eternal  happinefs.  He  is  the  true  God,  ani  eternal 
life.  Every  thing  is  everlailing  in  him  ;  his  righteouf- 
jiefs  is  everlalting  righteoufnefs  ;  his  llrength  is  everlail- 
ing ftrength  ;  his  wifdom  is  everlailing  wifdom.  Poor 
dying  mortal,  here  is  an  evcrlafting  treafure.  O!  come 
here,  come  here,  poor  mortal,  that  art  to  die  in  a  few 
days;  and  no  matter  tho'  you  give  up  the  ghoft  Ihortly, 
when,  inllead  of  this  fliort  lading  life,  here  is  evcrlafting 
life  for  you,  as  well  as  fecurity  from  evcrlafting  death. 
AH  things  are  in  his  hand  eternally. — But  I  fiiall  go  on, 

Ttjthlyy  To  the  next  thing  I  propofed,  which  was,  in 
order  to  the  qt^ickening  and  exciting  of  our  faith,  to  of- 
fer fome  motives  and  confiderations,  arifmg  from,  and 
accompanying  this  truth,  that  all  things  are  given  into 
Chrill's  hand.  O  let  us  be  exhorted  to  come  to,  and 
clofe  with,  and  believe  in,  this  gl'^rious  One.  And, 
for  motive,  confider, 

I.  Is  it  poffible  t;hat  we  can  have  or  defire  a  better 
pattern  to  follow  or  imitate,  in  trufting  in  Chrift,  than 
his  eternal  Father,  who  hath  entruftcd  him  with  all 
things  ?  ''  Beh(/ld  ray  Servant  whom  I  uphold  !"  Ifajah 
xlii.  I.;  or,  as  the  word  is  obferved  to  lignify,  "  My 
Servant  whom  I  truft;'^  and  accordingly  hath  entrufted 
him  v/ith  all  things.  And,  Oh  !  may  not  this  Iharae 
us  out  of  our  diftruft  ?  Thus  the  Father  entrufted  him 
with  all  the  great  concerns  of  his  evcrlafting  glory  ! 
And  may  not  we  well  truft  him  with  all  the  concerns  of 
our  evcrlafting  welfare  ?  O  Sirs,  is  it  not  fafeft  laying 
our  help  where  God  has  laid  it  ?  Where  the  waters  go, 
the  fifti  will  go ;  God  and  all  his  fulnefs  is  gone  with 
Chrift.  Is  it  not  beft  going  where  God  goes,  and  rcfting 
where  he  refts,  and  loving  whom  he  loves,  and  trufting 
whom  he  trufts. 

5.  Confider,  is  it  poffibl^  l\\at.  vf^  caa  have  or  defire 
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a  better  hand  for  all  things  to  be  put  into,  than  the  hand 
of  Chrift,  whom  the  Father  thus  loves  ?  All  things  you 
need  to  make  you  for  ever  happy,  are  in  the  hand  of  a 
God- man.  That  your  llock  may  be  fure  to  you,  it  is 
in  the  hand  of  a  God  ;  and  that  it  may  be  near  to  you, 
it  is  in  the  hand  of  a  Man.  How  can  it  be  furer  to  you 
than  in  his  hand,  who  is  God  as  well  as  man?  How  can 
it  be  nearer  to  you  than  in  his  hand,  who  is  man  as  well 
as  God  ?  O  tlien,  is  not  the  flock  in  a  friend's  hand  ? 
A  great  friend,  a  near  friend  ?  God' could  not  chufea 
better  hand  both  for  his  own  intereft  and  yours.  It  is 
more  honourable  for  God,  more  profitable  for  you,  that 
all  things  are  put  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  the  fecond  Adam, 
the  new-covenant  head,  than  if  all  things  had  remained 
in  the  Itate  they  were  in  before.  The  covenant  of  works 
was  broken  ;  but  if  you  look  believingly  towards  Chrift, 
not  only  will  God  get  more  glory  this  way  than  if  he 
Ihould  damn  you  f^r  your  fins,  and  fatisfy  his  jullice 
upon  you  to  eternity ;  but  alfo  more  glory  than  if  he 
fliould  have  revvarded  you  with  life,  for  your  righteouf- 
ncfs,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  works, 
fuppofmg  it  had  never  been  broken.  Why,  all  the  glo- 
ry of  God  was  defigned  to- concentre  in  Chrill,  as  in  a 
bright  conftellation  ;  and  will  you  crofs  this  defign,  that 
tends  fo  much  more  to  God's  honour,  and  your  profit, 
than  if  matters  had  ftood  in  their  old  primitive  pofture? 
See  how  Job  was  taken  up  with  the  way  of  grace,  beyond 
that  of  works.  Job  ix.  15.  20,  21.  *.'  Whom,  tho'  I  were 
righteous,  yet  would  I  not  anfwer;  but  I  would  make  fup- 
plication  to  my  Judge.  If  I  juftify  myfelf,mineown  mouth 
ihall  condemn  me;  if  I  lay,  I  am  perfect, it fliall  alfo  prove 
me  perv.erfe.  Tho'  I  were  perfeft,  yet  would  I  not  know 
my  foul,  I  would  defpife  my  life." 

3.  Gonfider,  as  another  motive,  that  as  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  to  mils  everlafting  life,  if  you  look  believingiy  to 
liim  that  hath  all  things  in  his  hand  ;  f')  it  is  not  poffible 
to  efcape  evcrlalling*  wrath,  if  you  believe  not  in  liim  ; 
read  the  verfe  immediately  following  the  text;  "  He  that 
believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlafting  life ;  and  he  that 
believeth  not  the  Son,  ftiall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him.    He  that  believeOiv^  ftvaWV^^  S.^c^^^% 

S  4  ^^^ 


268        Heaven^ s  grand Repofaory;  or^       Ser.  LXXXI. 

but  he  that  believeth  not,  lliall  be  damned."  He  that 
bclieveth,  cannot  mifs  falvation  ;  for,  it  is  in  the  hand  of. 
Chrifl;,  to  give  to  all  comers;  he  that  believeth  not,  can- 
pot  efcape  damnation;  for,  ^*-Ho\v  Ihallwe  efcape,  if  we 
reje£l  fo  great  a  falvation?"  fo  great  a  Saviour,  who  hath 
all  things  in  his  hand  ?  It  is  ellablilhed  in  heaven,  and 
it  itands  now  upon  the  honour  of  God  to  fave  all  belie- 
vers in  Chrift,  and  to  damn  all  unbelievers.  Only,  as 
God  gels  more  honour,  and  greater  fatisfaflion  in  your 
falvation,  through  Chrift,  in  a  way  of  believing  in  him, 
than  he  can  get  in  your  damnation,  if  you  remain  in 
your  unbelief;  therefore,  though  you  had  no  regard  to 
your  falvation  or  damnation,  there  is  fomething  here, 
i)i  infinitely  greater  worth  than  your  eternal  life,  or  eter- 
nal damnation,  that  ftiould  move  you  to  this  glorious 
Jefus  for  all  things  ;  and  that  is,  for  the  fake  of  the 
eternal  honour  and  glory  of  God  and  Chrift ;  for,  the 
Father  hath  put  honour  upon  the  Son,  by  giving  all 
things  into  his  hand.  As  you  cannot  put  more  honour 
upon  Chrift,  fo  you  cannot  put  more  honour  upon  his 
Father  that  crowned  him  with  this  honour,  than  by  put- 
ting all  things  you  have  ado  in  his  hand,  and  coming  to 
him  for  all  things  you  ftand  in  need  of.  Chrift  is  glori- 
fied in  fiich  ;  for,  they  are  his  glory  ;  yea,  his  crown 
of  glory,  Ifa.  Ixii.  3.  When  you  come  to  him  and  make 
ufe  of  this  treafiire  that  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  hand, 
you  join  with  his  Father  in  putting  a  crown  of  glory  on 
his  head. 

4.  Confider,  for  motive  to  look  to  this  Jefus,  that  it 
is  not  poffible,  O  finner,  that  all  things  are  given  into 
Chrift's  hand,  and  yet  you  have  no  concern  in  it,  fince 
all  is  given  to  him  that  he  may  give  it  out  to  you.  Why 
has  he  received  the  Spirit  above  meafure  ?  He  tells  you 
himfelf,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i,  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 
for  he  hath  anointed  me:"  Why,  even  to  preach  good 
tidings  to  the  meek  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives. 
His  Father  alfo  tells  you,  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  **  I  have  put  my 
Spirit  upon  him,  and  he  ftiall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the 
Gentiles;"  that  is,  give  light  and  underftanding,  life  and 
falvation  to  the  Gentiles.  Why  hath  our  Lord  Jefus  re- 
ccived  gihsy  even  the  gift  0?  a\\  \Vv\x\^s?  See  Pfal.  Ixviii- 
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1 8.  compared,  with  JLph.  iv.  8.  *'  He  hath  received 
gifts  for  men,"  But,  fay  you,  1  am  a  poor  rebel.  Well, 
it  is  even  for  the  rebellious.  So,  not  only  are  all  thrngs 
in  Ghrift's  hand  communicatively,  as  I  faid  before,  but 
all  things  are  given  him  for  this  very  end,  that  they  may 
be  communicated  for  the  benefit  of  linners.  When  Chritt 
fays,  Mat.  xxviii.  lo.  "  All  power  is  given  to  mc  in 
heaven  and  in  ^arth,"  he  immediately  adds,  **  Go  ye 
therefore.,  and  teach  all  nations:"  As  if  he  had  faid. 
Why  have  I  received  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
but  for  this  end,  that  I  may  be  able  to  fave  and  relieve 
poor  fmners,  and  therefore,  *'  Go  ye,  and  teach  all  nati- 
ons," and  tell  them  where  their  help  lies.  Say  not, 
then,  you  have  no  concern,  O  finner ;  it  is  becaufe  the 
Father  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand,  that  therefore 
be  fays  to  us,  in  your  behalf,  **  Go  preach  the  gofpel  to 
every  creature;"  every  finner,  though  they  have  finned 
themfelves into  monfters;  finned  themfelves  into  devils; 
yet,  if  they  be  creatures,  preach  the  gofpel  to  them:  tell 
them  I  have  life,  and  falvation,  and  all  things  in  my  hand 
for  them;  *' Whofocver  will,  let  him  came."  Put  not 
away  this  grace  of  God  from  you  thro*  unbelief,  faying. 
It  cannot  be  for  me  :  yea,  it  is  for  you;  "  To  you  is  the 
word  of  this  falvation  lent."  Let  faith  fay.  It  is  for  me, 
for  me,  that  all  things  were  given  into  Chrift's  hand* 
No,  fays  unbelief,  and  the  devil  together,  it  is  for  the 
eled  and  not  for  me.  O  finner,  let  not  the  devil  cheat 
you  about  the  objefit  of  faith;  tho'  indeed,  ^*  The  eleftion 
only  lliall  obtain ;"  yet  the  thing  you  are  called  firll:  to 
believe,  is  not  what  is  for  you  in  the  purpofe  of  God,  but 
what  is  for  you  in  the  promife  of  God,  and  in  the  offer 
of  this  gofpel ;  and  if  you  take  what  is  for  you  here,  you 
are  fafe  in  fpite  of  all  the  devils  of  hell.  Therefore  let 
your  heart  fay,  *  O!  here  is  life  and  falvation,  and  alt 

*  things  in  Chrift's  hand  held  out  in  this  gofpel  for  me ; 

*  and  even  fo  I  take  it  as  offered  to  me.*  If  it  were  not 
for  you,  we  could  not  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  one 
here;  but,  in  his  great  name,  I  preach  it  to  every  crea- 
ture that  hears  me,  that  the  Father  hath  given  all  things 
into  Chrift*s  hand  for  you ;  and,  therefore,  take  him  to 
you,  and  all  things  with  him,  -  . 
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5.  Confider,  that  Chrifl,  having  got  all  things  put  in 
his  hand,  for  the  behoof  of  fitmers,  it  is^nct  poffible 
that  he  will  keep  all  clofe  in  his  hand,  and  give  out  no- 
thing. No,  no;  it  Hands  upon  his  honour  as  Mediator  ; 
it  Hands  upon  his  credit  as  he  is  the  church's  treafurer, 
and  the  Father's  trullee,  to  give  out  of  that  treafure 
of  grace  and  fulnefs,  that  is  given  to  him,  for  our  be- 
half: he  would  not  be  faithful  unto  his  truft  if  he  fhould 
give  out  none  of  that  treafure  to  poor  finners  ;  but,  who 
can  charge  him  with  unfaithfulnefs  ?  What  mouth,  but 
that  of  curfed  unbelief,  will  charge  him  thus  ?  When 
unbelief  fays,  Oh  !  he  will  give  out  nothing  to  me  :. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  it  ?  It  is  in  efFeft  a  faying,  He 
is  not  fo  faithful  to  his  trull,  as  that  I  can  expeft  he  will 
give  out  any  thing  to  the  like  of  me.  Alas  !  beware  of 
blafphemy  :  let  faith  rather  ilep  in  and  fay,  I  hope  he 
will  give  out  of  his  fulnefs  to  me,  becaufe  his  name  is 
Faithful  and  true.  And  if  you  ca^n  believe  his  truth  and 
faithfulnefs  pledged  in  the  promife,  as  the  Father's  Truf- 
tee  for  finners,  and  that  with  particular  application  to 
yourfelf,  then  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  unto  you,  be- 
liever, in  particular.  But  here  is  a  door  of  faith  and 
hope  even  for  finners  that  are  yet  unbelievers,  that  there 
is  a  glorious  and  fweet  neceffity  lying  upon  Chrift,  to 
give  out  of  his  grace  and  fulnefs  to  finners  of  mankind ; 
and  why  not  to  you  ?  He  mud  give  out  of  his  grace  to 
make  his  people  willing  in  a  day  of  his  power,  ,and  bring 
them  to  himfelf;  ''  Other  ftieep  I  have  which  are  not  of 
this  fold,  [namely.  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,]  them  I 
muft  bring;  and  they  fliall  hear  my  voice,"  John  x.  16. 
We  are  told,  John  iv.  4.  **  He  rauft  needs  go  through 
Samaria:"  why,  for  what  end  ?  ,It  was  even  to  give 
out  of  his  grace  to  a  poor  harlot,  a  vile  finful  woman 
there  :  Even  fo,  I  hope  he  mult  needs  go  through  Dun- 
fermline, this  day,  to  give  out  of  that  ftore  the  Father 
hath  given  him,  for  the  fake  of  poor  vile  finners  here. 
V/as  there  a  blefled  neceflity  for  his  fuffering  at  Jerufa- 
1cm?  Yea,  there  was;  Luke  xxiv.  26.  '*  Ought  not 
Chrill:  to  have  fufiered  thefe  things,  and  to  enter  into  his 
glory  :"  Even  fo,  there  is*  a  blefled  neceffity  for  his  ap- 
plying  th^  virtue  of  his  deaU\  and  fuflerings,  by  pouring 
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out  of  his  Spirit,  and  cominunicating  of  his  grace  for 
that  end, 

6.  Confider,  that  tho'  Chrift  be  exalted  to  this  honour 
and  maje!ly,  of  having  all  things  giv^n  into  his  hand,  yet 
it  is  not  pofiible  that  therefore  he  fliould  be  proud,  and 
lordly,  and  dildainful,  fo  as  not  to  regard  the  cafe  of 
poor  fmnei's ;  for,  the  quite  contrary  is  the  truth,  name- 
ly, becaufe  he  is  thus  honoured,  therefore  he  humbles 
hirafelf.     Some  may  think,  '  Oh!  when  Chrill  is  exalted 

*  to  fuch  fupreme  dignity,  as  that  all  things  are  in  his 
'  hand,  furely  he  will  reckon  it  below  him  to  regard  fuch 

*  a  fmner  as  I  am ;   and  (loop  fo  low  as  to  walh  fuch  a 

*  leper  as  I  am.'  Alas  !  Sirs,  think  not  fo ;  for  he  de- 
clares the  contrary;  read  his  mind  on  this  with  wonder 
and  admiration,  John  xiii.  3, — 8.  *'  Jefus  knowing  that 
the  Father  had  given  all  things  into  his  hands,  and  that 
he  was  come  from  God,  and  went  to  God,  he  rifeth  from 
fupper,  and  laid  afide  bis  garments,  and  took  a  towel  and 
girded  hinifelf:  After  that  he  poured  water  into  a  bafon, 
and  began  to  wafli  his  difciples  feet,  and  to  wipe  them 
with  the  towel  wherewith  he  was  girded.  Then  cometh 
he  to  Simon  Peter;  and  Peter  faith  unto  him.  Lord,  doll 
thou  walh  my  feet  ?  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  him. 
What  I  do  thou  knowcit  not  now,  but  thou  flialt  know- 
hereafter.  Peter  faith  unto  him,  Thou  Ihalt  never  wafli 
my  feet.  Jefus  anfwered  him.  If  I  wafti  thee  not,  thou 
haft  no  part  in  me."  What  was  the  reafon,  then,  that 
Chrift  ftoopcd  down  to  wafli  his  difciples  feet  ?  Even 
becaufe  he  knew  the  Father  had  given  all  things  into  his 
hand.  Was  he  therefore  proud  ?  No;  he  was  there- 
fore humble.  Poor  finful  men,  that  have  nothing,  are 
moft  proud ;  but  the  God-man,  who  hath  all  things, 
is  moil  humble,  and  ftoops  to  our  infirmities,  becaufe  he 
is  clothed  with  infinite  excellency.  His  excellency  as 
Mediator,  is  the  caufe  of  his  humility  ;  and  his  humili- 
ty prompts  his  excellency  to  be  good  to  finncrs.  O 
wonderful,  humble  Saviour  !  There  is  a  twofold  hu- 
miliation of  Chrift;  Firfty  He  humbled  himfelf  to  come 
down  into  our  nature,  and  fl"ied  his  blood  for  "us.  Se- 
condlyy    Being  exalted,   he  humbles    himfelf  to  come 
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down  into  our  hearts,  our  filthy  hearts,  and  wafh  them 
in  his  blood.  In  the  former,  he  humbled  himfelf,  that 
God  might  exalt  him;  in  the  latter,  God  exalts  him  that 
he  might  humble  hinifelf.  He  is  exalted  for  this  very- 
cad  ta  pardon  and  purge  guilty  and  polluted  iinners, 
A£ls  V.  31.  It  is  no  difparagement  to  his  exalted  ftate, 
for  him  to  ftoop  down  and  wafh  your  feet,  and  wafli  your 
heart :  "  Him  hath  God  exalted,  a  Prine  and  Saviour, 
to  give  repentance  to  lirael,  and  remiffion  of  fins:" 
This  is  the  way  he  waflies,  by  giving  pardon  and  re- 
pentance.  For  as  high  and  honourable  as  he  is,  he 
thinks  it  his  honour  to  give  out  grace.  Wo  is  me,  that 
he  is  not  employed,  fince  he  thinks  it  his  honour  to  wafh 
you !  It  is  not  below  him  ;  he  does  ,not  think  he  will 
be  difhonoured  or  affronted,  no  :  he  knows  that  the 
lower  he  floops,  the  higher  v/ill  he  be  honoured  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people.  I  appeal  to  all  believing  hearth; 
the  lower  that  he  condefcends  to  you,  to  wafh  your  fil- 
thy hearts,  O!  did  not  your  hearts  exalt  him  the  more, 
and  wonder  at  his  glory  ?  Do  you  think  the  lefs  of 
him  ?  I  fuppofe  not.  I  am  fure  you  think  the  more, 
and  the  higher  of  him.  O  !  finner,  then,  do  not  think 
he  is  too  high  to  look  down  towards  you ;  the  higher 
he  is,  the  lower  doth  he  floop ;  and  therefore  the  high- 
er you  conceive  he  is,  the  more  hope  you  may  conceive 
of  his  pity  and  favour  towards  you ;  and  the  more  you 
fee  is  given  into  his  hand,  the  more  do  you  expedl  to 
get  out  of  his  hand ;  faith  has  the  more  footing.-^—- 
So  much  for  the  motives.' 

Sixthly^  The  next  thing  propofed,  in  order  to  the  re- 
gulating and  fquaring  of  our  faith,  according  to  the  gof- 
pel-rule,  was  to  offer  fome  Diredlions.     And, 

I.  Be  convinced,  that,  as  all  things  are  in  his  hand, 
fo  faith  itfelf  is  in  his  hand  to  give  ;  for  he  is  the  au- 
thor of  it,  Heb.  xii.  2.  And  know,  that  nothing,  but 
the  power  of  God,  can  efFeaually  work  faith.  The 
gofpel  muft  come,  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  i  Thef.  i.  5.  Seek  not  for  faith,~then, 
out  of  your  own  bowels  ;  for,  Faitb  cometb  by^  hearing; 
Why,  the  gofpel  that  you  U^av^  \s  the  ^ower  of  God  to 
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falvation;  and  this  power  works  fecretly  andfilently  up- 
on the  heart,  in  hearing,  when  the  perfon  may  be  little 
knowing  that  it  is  the  power  of  God  that  is  dealing  with 
his  heart;  and  yet  that  power  is,  perhaps,  working  fo 
effeftually,  that,  in  hearing  of  Chrift,  there  is  a  heart- 
beating  towards  him:  a  heart-bleeding  towards  him  ;  a 
heart-burfting  towards  him ;  a  heart-burning  towards 
him.  This  power  is  fometimes  an  enlightening  power,, 
ravifhing  the  heart  with  the  glorious  excellency  of  Chrift, 
difcovered  in  the  word ;  and,  with  this,  a  foftening 
power,  fo  as  the  heart  is  melted  like  water,  before  the 
Lord,  that  was  a  hard  rock  before  ;  and,  perhaps,  with 
this  a  drawing  power,  fo  as  the  heart  is  panting  after 
the  Lord;  and  yet,  perhaps,  the  perfon. doth  not  kno>xr 
that  the  power  of  God  is  prefent;  but  however,  the  gofpel 
is  the  power  of  God  ;  and  faith  comes  by  hearing  of  it, 
v/hen  it  comes  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power*  Faith 
comes  not  by  working;  it  comes  not  by  doing;  it  comes 
not  by  forcing  yourfelf  up  to  tfee  a£t  of  faith  ;  but  it 
comes  by  hearing  the  objeft ;  it  comes  by  hearing  of 
Chrift,  and  of  what  he  hath  in  his  hand.  The  objedl 
of  faith  comes  not  from  our  a£t  of  faith;  but  the  afting 
of  faith  comes  from  the  objedt  of  faith  ;  and  fo  it  comes 
by  hearing  of  the  glorious  objeft.  Why  ftand  you  por- 
ing then  upon  your  want  of  power  to  aft  faith,  as  if  you 
were  to  pull  it  out  of  your  own  breaft  ?  You  will  be 
much  nearer  your  purpofe,  if  you  will  pore  upon  the 
objcft  of  it,  Chrift,  who  hath  all  things  in  ♦his  hand. 
If  you  be  taken  up  with  the  objeft,  there  is  no  fear  a- 
bout  the  aft  of  faith  ;  for  the  foul,  in  believing;  confi- 
ders  not  what  can  I  do  ?  But,  what  can  Chrift  do  ?  It 
confiders  not,  what  have  I  in  my  hand  ?  But,  what 
hath  Chrift  in  his  hand  ?  And  hence,  when  faith  acts 
rightly  upon  Chrift,  it  confiders  not  itfelf,  and  its  own 
ailings  ;  it  is  taken  up  with  nothing-  but  Chrift  :  and  it 
is  the  beft  aft  of  faith  that  lofcs  itfelf,  and  is  fwallowed 
up  in  its  objeft,  faying,  "  Chrift  is  all  in  all;''  and  I  fee 
all  things  in  his  hand. 

2.  Direftion,  in  order  to  your  clofing  with  Chrift, 
who  hath  all  things  in  his  hand  ;  O!  be  convinced  that 
you  have  nothing  in  your  own  band;  no  righteovxfafi.<^^  v^ 
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your  own  hand,  no  ftrength  in  your  own  hand;  this  would 
pave   the  way  for  faying,   "  Surely   in  the  Lord  only, 
have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength."  I  fear  there  are  forae 
here,  who  are   rich  and  increafed  with  goods,   and  are 
relying  on  fome  of  thefe  good  things  that  they  have  in 
hand;  even  believers  are  in  danger  here;  fonie  are  fay- 
ing, in  their  hearts.  Perhaps  I  have  {ome  good  duty  and 
preparation-work  I  have  been  about,  and  I  reft  on  that ; 
and  hope  for   favour  on  that  account :    I  had   a   good 
frame  yefterday,  or  yefternight,  or  this  morning  ;    and 
1  got  grace  to  pray,   and  I  am  hoping,  on  that  account, 
to  obtain  favour  at  God's  hand  this  day.     O  man,  take 
care  of  your  hand ;   while  you  are  relying  on  any  thing 
in  your  own  hand,  you  are   too  rich,   and  it  will   be  a 
wonder  if  jfou  meet  not  with  a  difappointment ;    for  he 
that  feeds  the  hungry  with  good  things,   fends  the  rich 
empty  away.  There  is  more  hope,  if  notwithftanding  all 
your  bell  duties,  and  beft  frames,  you  are  entitled  to  nt>- 
thing,  and  fee  you  have  no  wifdom,  no  grace,   no  good 
thing  in  your  own  hand;   no  good  frame  to  confide  in. 
What !  have  you  nothing  at  all  ?     No,  not  a  crumb  to 
put  in  your  mouth  ?     Are  you  reduced  to  poverty  and 
beggary  ?     Why,  then,  Bleffed  arc  the  poor  in  Spirit  ; 
come,  and  welcome,  to  a  full  Jefus,  who  has  all  things 
in  his  hand.     The  poor  and  needy  come  beft  fpeed  here. 
Have  you  nothing  to  truft  unto  but  the  grace  that  is  in 
his  hand?  the  fulnefs  that  is  in  his  hand?  and  have  you 
no  hope  or  confidence  built  any  where  elfe  ?    I  can  pro- 
mife  in  his  name,  it  fliall  not  be  long  ere  you  be  fuppli- 
ed;  for,  *'  The  ne^dy  Iliall  not  always  be  forgotten,  nor 
the  expeftation  of  the  poor  perifh  for  ever." 

3.  Diredion  I  offer  is,  O  man,  woman,  lay  all  thinga 
that  you  want  diftindlly  and  direfilly  overagainft  all  things 
he  hath,  and  you  want  out  of  his  hand.  For  example, 
when  you  think  on  your  own  guiltinefs,  then  look  to 
his  righteoufnefs,  and  lay  this  over  againft  that.  When 
you  apprehend  your  weaknefs,  then  apprehend  the 
ftrength  that  is  in  his  hand,  andiay  the  one  pver  againft 
the  other.  When  you  confider  your  emptinefs,  then 
confider  his  fulnefs,  and  ftudy  Chrift,  and  your  condi- 
iion  together;   if  you  ftudy  your  condition  without  ftu- 
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dying  Chrift,  tli«n  you  will  be  full  of  defpair  and  difcou- 
ragements  ;  if  you  ftudy  ChriH:,  without  lludying  your 
condition,  then  you  will  be  full  of  pride  and  prefumpti- 
on.  If  you  think  on  fin,  without  Chrilt,  you  defpair;  if 
you  think  on  Chrift,  without  thinking  on  fin,  you  pre- 
funie.  If  you  be  ignorant,  think  on  Chrift  as  a  Prophet; 
if  guilty,  here  think  on  Chrift  as  a  Prieft ;  if  enflavcd, 
apprehend  him  as  a  King.  Obferve  the  attributes  and 
titles  of  Chrift  that  are  moft  fuited  to  your  condition  ; 
-and  lay  them  and  your  condition  together.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  all  the  epiftles  to  the  feven  churches  of  Afia, 
begin  with  titles  of  Chrift;  and  every  title  is  fuited  to  the 
condition  of  that  church.  For  example,  his  title  to  the 
church  of  Smyrna  is,  **  The  firft  and  the  laft,  that  was 
dead  and  is  alive,"  Rev.  ii.  8.  Why  fo?  Becaufe  they 
were  to  fuffer  hard  things,  and  were  called  to  be  faithful 
unto  the  death,  and  fo  on ;  he  fliews  that  he  ha\h  a  title 
fuited  to  every  cafe.  Thus,  fet  the  names  and  titles  of 
Chrift,  that  fuit  your  condition,  direftly  over  againft  it; 
and  afliire  yourfelf  that  Chrift  will  make  good  his  titles, 
that  he  is  clothed  with.  If  the  title  be,  *'  The  Lord  is 
my  fliepherd ;"  then  I  may  certainly  infer,  **  I  fliall  not 
want,"  Pfalm  xxiii.  i,  Thus  do  you,  when  you  find 
there  is  diftrefs  among  the  faints,  then  remember  his 
title,  '*  King  of  faints."  When  you  find  diforder  and 
commotion  among  the  nations,  then  remember  his  title, 
*'  The  king  of  nations."  When  you  find  darknefsovcr- 
fpreading  your  foul,  then  remember  his  title,  "  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world."  When  you  find  death  and  deadnefs 
taking  place,  then  remember  his  title,  "  I  am  the  refur- 
reftion  and  the  life."  When  you  are  uneafy  with  the 
confufions  and  black  afpefl;  of  affairs  in  the  church,  then 
remember  his  title,  '  The  Head  of  the  body  the  church;' 
and  Head  over  all  things  to  it:  "  The  government  is 
upon  his  Ihoulders."  Know,  that  as  Chrift  and  the  pro- 
mife  is  yours,  in  the  gofpel-offer  and  publication  to  be 
believed  in,  refted  upon;  fo  Chrift  is  fo  far  yours  in  pof- 
feflion,  as  you,  thro'  grace,  improve  and  reft  upon  him. 
The  promife  is  fo  far  yours  in  pofleflion  as  you  improve 
it,  and  reft  upon  it. 

4.  Diredlion  I  offer  is,  fince  the  Father  liatK  <{l^e,w  ^VV 
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things  into  his  hand,  then,  O  let  him  be  iraprovcn  and 
employed  by  you  for  all  things.  Do  not  think  you  can 
put  too  much  work  in  his  hand,  or  that  you  can  give  him 
too  many  things  ado  for  you.  If  you  believe  the  Father 
hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand,  you  may  be  fare  you 
are  welcome  to  employ  him  in  all  things:  and  the  more 
bufinefs  you  have  to  put  in  his  hand,  the  more  welcome. 
You  may  come  to  him  not  only  with  all  your  fpiritual 
affairs,  and  truft  him  for  all  things  that  concern  wifdom^ 
righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and  redemption ;  but  alfo 
with  all  your  temporal  affairs;  for  the  promife,  in  Ghrift, 
13  a  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come,  I'Tim.  iv.  8.  Many  profcfs  to  rely  oh  ChriR  for 
eternal  falvation,  and  yet  they  dare  not  truft  unto  him 
for  their  temporal  provifion;  and  fo  difcover  the  rotten- 
uefs  of  their  faith,  in  that  they  cannot  depend  on  him 
for  all  things.  It  is  faid,  i  John  iv.  20.  **  He  thatjoveth 
not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  feen,  how  can  he  love  God, 
whom  he  hath  not  feen?"  So  may  we.fay.  He  that  cannot 
truft  in  Chrift  for  things  temporal,  in  this  world  ;  how 
can  he  truft  in  him  for  things  eternal,  in  the  other 
world?  Why^  then,  '*  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  he  will  diredl  thy  fteps.'^  You  may  go  to  his  table 
with  an  eye  to  him  for  his  conduQ:  and  bleffing,  even 
in  temporal  affairs.:  and  if  you  can  truft  him  in  thefe, 
it  will  be  a  good  evidence  that  you  can  truft  him,  in- 
deed,  in  the  affairs  of  your  etefnal  falvation  alfo.  Is 
there  any  remarkable  change  of  circumftances  in  your 
life  and  lot  in  this  world,  wherein  you  would  have  his 
condu£t  and  countenance  ?  Are  you  a  minifter  ?  and 
would  you  be  a  blelfing  to  the  parifti  where  God  is  or- 
dering your  lot  ?  Are  you  a  private  Chriftian  ?  and 
would  you  be  a  bleffing  to  the  place  or  family  wherein 
God  may  appoint  your  lot  ?  Why,  behold  he  h4th  the 
bleffmg  of  Abraham  to  b^ftow  upon  you ;  "  I  will  blcfs 
thee,  and  thou  Ihalt  be  a  bleffing,"  Gen.  xii.  2.  If  you 
own  that  the  reins  of  providence  are  in  his  hand,  as  well 
as  all  things  elfe,  then  come  to  him,  and  employ  him 
ia  all  things  that  pertain  to  life  and  godlinefs  both. 

5.  Direftion  is,  fmce  the  Father  hath  given  all  things 
into  Chrift 's  hand,  th^n,  in  coming  to  him,  not  only 
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come  that  he  may  give  all  things  to  you,  that  you  need/ 
but  that  he  may  ie  all  things  to  you  that  you  want.  Not 
only  that  he  may  give  you  life,  but  that  he  himfelf  may 
be  your  life  )  not  only  that  he  may  give  you  falvation, 
but  that  he  himfelf  may  be  your  falvation ;  not  only 
that  he  may  bring  you  to  reft  and  happinefs,  but  that 
he  himfelf  may  be  your  reft  and  happinefs,  both  by  the 
way  here,  and  at  the  end  of  the  way  hereafter.  Look 
to  Ghrift,  not  only  to  give  you  all,  but  to  be  your  all ; 
for  he  is  not  only  the  way  to  life,  but  the  life  itfelf :  "  I 
am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life."  *'  As  I  defire, 
*'  fays  one,  never  to  be  happy,  if  Ghrift  be  not  able  to 
*'  bring  me  to  happinefs ;  fo  I  defire  no  greater,  no  bet- 
*'  ter  happinefs,  than  what  Ghrift  is,  and  can  he  to  me.'* 
O  Sirs,  he  is  all,  and  there  is  all  in  him  ;  all  to  juftify^ 
all  to  fanftify,  all  to  glorify,  all  to  fill  and  fatisfy,  all  to 
delight  and  folace  the  largeft  faculties  of  the  immortal 
foul ;  "  In  his  prefence  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy.''  The 
higheft  happinefs  here  is,  ''  Ghrift"  in  us  the  hope  of  glo- 
ry;"  and  the  higheft  happinefs  hereafter  is,  Ghrift,  even 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lor.d.  The  .thief  on  the  crofs 
had  this  preached  to  him,  **  This  day  ftxalt  thou  be  with 
me  in  Paradife  :"  to  be  in  Paradife,  is  not  happinefs; 
to  be  with  angels  there,  is  not  happinefs;  but  to  be  with 
Ghrift  there,  this  is  heaven  and  happinefs.  The  more 
diftinSl  that  faith  is  in  choofing  Ghrift  to  be  the  fupreme 
reft,  the  more  complete  is  that  faith.  The  language  of 
faith  comes  to  maturity;  *  O!  fince  God  and  all  his  ful- 

*  nefs  is  in  Ghrift:   it  is  Ghrift  alone  that  is  my  life,  all 

*  my  falvation,  all  my  hope,  all  my  righteouffiefs,   all 

*  my  ftrength,  all  my  comfort,  all  my  confidence,  all  my 

*  happinefs,  and  all  my  heaven:  "Whom  have  I  in  hea- 
*'  ven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  whom 
"  I  defire  befides  thee," 

6.  Diredlion  for  regulating  faith  is,  fince  all  things 
are  given  into  his  hand,  and  are  unchangeably  and  eter- 
nally in  his  hand,  then  let  coming  to  him,  thro'  gr^ce, 
be  your  continual  exercrfc,  your  daily  trade  ;  the  foun- 
tain is  ever  full  and  overflowing ;  and  the  oftener  you 
come  with  your  empty  veflels,  fo  much  the  better. 
Think  not  faith  lies  in  on«  fingle  a£t ;  if  you  ^wX^  ^ 

yoi.  V.  +  T  ^^^ 
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very  fure  of  Chrift,  you  fliould  believe  in  him,  and  em- 
brace him  every  day;  yea,  and  as  oft  as,  through  grace, 
you  can,  every  day.  Having  once  come  to  Chrift,  your 
Ufe  fhculd  be  a  life  of  coming  clofely  and  conllantly  to 
ftim,  I  Pet.  ii.  4.  It  is  not  only  to  be  afted  at  the  table 
of  the  Lord,  when  you  fit  there  ;  it  may  be  a£ted,  per- 
haps, as  profitably  and  pleafantly  before  you  go  to  the 
table,  or  afterwards,  in  hearing,  or  finging,  in  public  or 
in  fecret;  and,  as  the  fecond  edition"  correSts  the  errors 
of  the  firft,  fo  after-afts  of  believing,  many  times  corredl 
the  defefts  of  the  firft  aft.  We  are  told,  Johnv.13.  *'  The 
man  that  was  healed,  will  not  who  it  was  that  healed 
hira;"  and  the  man  cared  of  his  blindnefs,  John  ix.  36. 
knew  not  who  he  was,  till  the  Lord  met  with  him  again: 
and,  indeed,  the  longer  a  man  hath  Chrift's  company, 
the  longer  and  fweeter  are  his  manifeftations  of  himfelf: 
every  day's  renewing  of  our  application  to  Chrift  by 
faith,  and  clofing  with  him,  would  make  every  day  to 
'be  a  day  of  efpoafals;  and  every  day  of  efpoufals  would 
be  a  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart,  and  of  yours  too.  I 
think  there  iS'  ground  for  this  in  that  promife,  ''  I  will 
betroth  thee  unto  me  for  ever/'  Hof.  ii.  19.  What  is 
that?  I  fuppofe  we  may  take  this  view  of  it,  not  only  Ihall 
the  marriage-relation  be  indiflblvable ;  but  alfo  the  mar- 
riage-folsmiiity  Ihall  be  perpetual;  I  will  be  for  ever  be- 
trothing thee  unto  me;  the  manifeftations  of  my.love 
lliall  never  fade,  never  languifli,  but  be  always  frefli  and 
full,   like  that  of  the  day  of  efpoufals  ;  and  every  new 

manifeftation  thereof  like  a  new  efpoufals. So  much 

for  direilions  in  this  matter. 

Now,  my  friends,  to  come  to  a  clofe,  may  I  afk, 
What  entertainment  have  you  given  to  the  Son  of  God, 
v/ho  hath  all  things  given  into  his  hand?  Or,  what  room 
hath  he  made  for  himfelf  into  yonr  heart?  If  you  (hould 
hear  of  a  fovereign  water  that  could  cure  all  difeafes, 
what  flocking  of  people  would  there  be  to  that  water? 
Here  is  that  fovereign  water,  Chrift  alone,  that  can  cure 
all  difeafes,  yea  and  fupply  all  wants;  and  he  is  the  great 
ordinance  of  God,  the  great  inftitution  and  appointment 
of  the  Father  for  the  relief  of  finners,  in  all  cafes,  "  La- 
bour not  for  the  meal  wVvvdv  ^^\\ftvtth^  but  for  that  meat 
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which  endureth  unto  everlafting  life,  which  the  Son  of 
man  lliall  give  unto  you,"  John  vi.  27.  There  is  the 
hand  from  vVhich  you  may  have  it.  But  how  fliall  I  get 
it  from  him?  Why,  it  follows,  "  Him  hath  God  the  Fa- 
ther fcaled;''  Him  hath  God  the  Father  appointed.  Ha 
is  the  great  ordinance  and  appointment  of  the  Father  for 
the  very  things  you  want:  "  God  hath  fet  him  forth  to  he 
a  propitiation;"  fet  him  fnth  to  be  a  righteoiifnefs  for* 
guilty  finners;  fet  him  forth  to  be  a  robe  for  naked  fin- 
ners  ;  fet  him  forth  to  be  a  laver  for  filthy  finners  ;  fet 
him  forth  to  be  a  ladder  between  heaven  and  earth,  that 
finners  may  get  up  to  the  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God* 
He  hath  fet  him  forth  to  be  all  things  ;  to  be  wifdom, 
righteoufnefs,  fandtification,  redemption,  and  all  things 
fur  us;  and  this  in  infinite  love  to  him  and  us: .''  The  Fa- 
ther loves  Him,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand." 
Why,  fay  you,  but  I  cannot  fee  his  hand  with  all  things 
ill  it.  Why,  man,  by  this  gofpel  which  you  hear,  he  is 
reaching  down  his  hand  with  all  things  in  it,  that  you 
may  take  hold  of  it  in  this  word  of  grace.  AVill  you  tell 
me,  what  way  would  you  have  the  invifible  God  to  put 
out  his  hand  towards  you:'  Infinite  wifdom  has  thought 
this  the  befl.  way;  and  if  you  be  not  fo  grofly  ignorant  as 
to  think  of  feeing  thp  infinite  invifible 'God,  with  bodily- 
eyes,  what  better  way  can  you  conceive  for  him  to 
ftretch  out  his  arm,  and  r^ach  out  his  hand  to  you  ? 
Would  you  have  him  fpeaking  to  you  by  fome  glorious 
angel  of  heaven?  Why,  this  way  hath  been  tried,  and 
their  appearance  was  terrifying.  Would  you  have  him 
putting  out  his  hand  in  a  flame  of  fire  ?  Why,  this  was 
cnce  done  to  Mofes  in  the  ,bulh;  but  the  poor  man  fell 
a-quaking.  Or  again,  Would  you  have  God  putting 
out  his  hand,  or  uttering  his  voice  to  you  by  thunder 
and  lightening,  and  thick  clouds,  and  darknefs  ?  Why, 
this  was  the  way  he  took  at  mount  Sinai,  and  all  the 
camp  of  Ifrael  fell  a-trembling  and  crying,  *  O  !  let  not 

*  God  fpeak,  but  Mofes;   if  he  will  fpeak  to  us,  let  him 

*  do  it  by  a  man  like  ourfelves:'  and,  O  Sirs,  if  you  knew 
God,  this  is  juft  the  very  way  you  would  have  him 
fpeaking  to  you  ;  and  behold  it  is  juft  by  a  poor  mor- 
tal v/orm  like  ycuf felves,  that  you  tr\^y  xi^\:\)<i  1^\^\&\n.- 

T  2  ^^ 
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ed  at  his  words.  It  is  true,  it  may  be,  the  devil  arid 
the  world  have  been  bufy,  to  fill  your  hearts  With  pre- 
judices againft  the  poor  feeble  inftruments,  who  preach 
this  gofpel  to  you;  but  whatever  you  think  of  us,  and, 
for  Chrill's  fake,  I  beg  you  reckon  no  more  of  us  than 
of  poor  earthen  veffels,  hearing  a  treafure  to  you  ;  only, 
never  let  the  view  of  the  bafenefs  and  infignificancy  of 
the  veffel  make  you  to  defpife  and  rejcft  the  treafure  we 
are  bearing  to  you ;  a  treafure  worth  ten  thoufand, 
ihoufand,  thoufand  worlds;  and  wo  is  roe,  if  ytm  be 
only  ftaring  upon  the  poor  preacher^  and  have  not  your 
eyes  open,  your  undcrftandings  enlightened  to  fee  the 
treafure  of  unfearchabl^  riches  brought  to  your  hand  by 
this  gofpel,  and  brought  to  the  very  door  of  your  heart ! 
Rom.  X.  8. 

My  friends,  I  look  upon  you,  as  I  do  iipon  myfelf, 
to  be  a  company  of  dying  worms  ^  and  am  dealing  with 
you  in  the  name  of  the  living  God,  the  living  Jefus, 
that  you  may  live  for  ever  in  him.  We  are  all  going  to 
the  grave  ;  where  our  neareft  friends  and  fiTefathers 
have  gone  before  us.  I  fuppofe  there  are  few  here 
but  have  either  a  father  or  a  mother,  a  hufh»and,  a  wife, 
a  brother,  a  fifter,  a  chiW,  a  near  and  dear  friend,  lying 
in  the  cold  bed  of  the  grave  ;  and,  in  a  few  years,  or 
days,  thefe  bodies  of  yours  will  lye  rotting  in  the  duft 
with  them.  Now,  O  man,  woman  ;  when  your  bndy 
is  to  be  laid  in  the  duft,  would  you  have  your  foul  laid 
in  the  bofom  of  Chrift  ?  Behold  he  is  now  opening  his 
bofom,  and  .opening  his  heart,  that  you  may  enter  in: 
and  if  your  heart  were  opening  to  let  him  in  this  day,  it 
mV^ht  yield  fuch  a  joyful  refleftionin  the  hour  of  death, 

*  O  !  I  think  glorious  Chrift  drew  out  my  heart  to  him, 

*  at  fuch  a  communion  in  Dunfermline  ;   and  therefore, 
*'  O  death  where  is  thy  fting  V*    I  hope  to  live  for  ever 

*  in  fpite  of  thee.' 

My  dear  friends,  it  is  not  only  a  door  of  utterance  to 
fpeak  to  you  that  we  have  been  feeking  to  have  at  this 
occafion,  but  a  door  of  entrance  ;  and  Chrift's  entering 
into  your  heart  by  the  power  of  his  eternal  Spirit.  And, 
O  IS  he  come?  Is  he  come ;  yea  or  not?  Are  you  wel- 
coming  thQ  Fathet^s  Be\oveA>\ii^x\x^iK  all  things  in  his. 
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hand;  faying,  "  Bleffed  ishe  that  cotneth  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord:"  When  he  is  welcoming  you  to  come  to  him, 
are  you  welcoming  him  tp<:ome  to  you  ?  Can  you  fay, 
He  hath  perfuaded  ii>e,  and  1  am  perfuaded?  Have  you 
found  him  riding  in  this  chariot  of  the  word  of  grace ; 
riding  into  your  hearty  and  making  it  fly  open  to  him, 
faying,  '  None  but  Chritt^,  none  but  Chrill ;  O!  a  thou- 
*  fand  worlds  arc  not  to  be  laid  in  balance  with  himr 
Is  tliere  never  a  heart  here  fet  a  burning  and  glowing 
in  your  bofom  towards  a  precious  Ghritt  ?  I  am  confi- 
dent there  is  fomc ;  but  woris  me,  that  all  the  hearts  in 
this  houfe,  are  not  fet  in  a  fire  of  love  towards  a  lovely 
Jefus  !  O  what  a  joyful  found  may  this  be  in  the  ears 
of  poor  fmners  !  Chrill,  and  all  things  in  his  hand,  as  a 
pledge  oi  his  Father's  love  to  hira.  and  you !  and  this 
bleffed  bargain  oflered  freely  to  you!  *^  Ho!  everyone 
that  thirfieth,  come  to  thefe  waters;  he  that  hath  no  mo- 
ney  come;  come  without  money,  and  without  price !" 
O  Sirs,  the  bell  penny-worth,  the  noblell  bargain  that 
ever  mortal  ears  heard  tell  of !  All  things  for  nothing ! 
all  things  for  nothing  !  and  this  to  be  had  by  you,  fin- 
nei:,  who  arc  lefs  than  nothing,  arid  worfe  than  nothing ! 
Though  you  have  an  empty  purfe ;  yet  you  need  not  be 
a  baftiful  merchant  here  ;  for  the  more  poor  and  empty 
that  you  are,  the  welconier  to  him  that  hath  all  things 
in  his  hand.  Chrift  requires  nothing  as  a  price  of  his 
fulnefs,  but  want,  and  worthleffnefs,  and  mifery  :  It  is 
for  the  fupply  of  fuch  that  he  hath  this  fulnefs.  Say  not 
then,  that  you  have  no  right  to  it ;  for  God  offers  it  to 
you,  and  you  need  ic ;  and  there  is  right  enough.  If 
you  fay,  Was  be  able,  in  his  humbled  Hate,  when  he 
came  in  the  flefli  ?  And  is  he  not  able  in  his  exalted 
ftate,  when  he  comes  in  the  Spirit^  to  deftroy  the  works 
of  the  dtevil  ?  I  am  not  only  p';)or,  but  perverfe ;  and  am 
afraid  of  hell,  becaufe  I  have  fmned  to  the  uttermoft. 
Why,  he  that  hath  all  things,  bath  all  power,  and  is  able 
to  fave  to  the  littermafl :  your  uttermoft  is  great,  but 
God's  uttermoft  is  infiaitely  greater.  Say  not,  Satan 
hath  confirmed  his  right  to  yon  by  your  long  trade  of 
finning  ^  for,  Chrift  owns  no  prefcriptiooi  of  that  kind  ; 
and  it  is  his  errand  here  this  day  to  coTiie  and  dsfts^  ^!s^^ 


282         Heaven* s  grand  Rebofuory ;  or^     Ser.  LXXXI. 

works  of  the  devil :  for  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of  God 
manifeiled. 

Is  any  here  thinking,    *  Yea,  but  I  am  an  apoftate ; 

*  guilty  of  many  relaples  ;  may  not  I  defpair  ?'  No, 
no,  man  ;  he  that  hath  all  things  in  his  hand,  has  a 
-plaitter  for  all  fores,  and  one  for  a  falling-ficknefs  among 
^he  reft  :  *'  I  will  heal  your  backflidings,  and  love  ycu 
freely.  Though  you  have  played  the  harlot  with  many 
lovers,  yet  return  ;"  tho'  you  have  run  to  the  devil,  to 
your  lulls  and  idols,   yet  come  to  me.     '  But  is  it  pof- 

*  fible  that  there  is  a  door  of  hope  for  me,  when,   not- 

*  withjlanding  all  that  you  have  faid,  I  find  all  things 
'  *  wi'ong  with  me  ?'     Why,  man,  will  you  tell  me,  what 

ftate  were  all '  things  into,  when  the  Father  put  them 
in  Chrill's  hand?  I  fuppofe  all  things  were  wrong  by  the 
fall  of  Adam  ;  the  devil  was  rejoicing,  fin  was  raging, 
death  w*as  reigning,  juftice  was  flaming,  hell  was  gaping, 
and  all  things  were  wrong;  and  then  the  Father  put  them 
all  in  Chriit's  hand,  that  he  might  fet  them  right.  Why, 
then,  did  the  Father  love  the  Son,  and  give  all  things  in- 
to his  hand,  even  in  that  ftate  ?  Then,  for  the  love  of 
Chrift  Jefus,put  all  things  that  are  wrong  with  you,  in- 
to his  hand, that  he  may  right  them,  for  well  can  be  do  it. 
And  as  the  Father  did  put  honour  upon  liira  by  doing 
fo,  and  glorified  his  Son ;  fo  this  is  the  way  for  you  to 
honour  and  glorify  Chrift:  and  as  in  this  way  you  Ihall 
have  everlafiing  life  by  him,  fo  he  fliall  have  everlafting 
honour  by  you,  2  Thef.  i.  13. 

If  after  all,  you  fay,  *'  You  cannot  receive  him,  you 
*'  cannot  believe,  you  cannot  come  to  him."  Well  it  is 
true,  you  can  do  nothing ;  but  there  is  fomething  I 
would  aflc,  if  you  can  do,  and  that  is,  *'  Can  you  re- 
"  fufe  him?  Can  you  rejedlhim?  Can  you  ftand  out 
*'  ngainft  him  ?  Can  your  hearts  fliy,  for  all  that  you 
**  have  heard  of  him,  that  you  care  not  for  him,  that 
^*  you  are  better  pleafed  with  the  world,  and  your  lufts?" 
If  you  cannot  for  your  heart  do  thefe  things,  then  I 
hope  you  fhall  be  able  to  believe  in  him;  for  faith  does 
not  ly  in  your  doing  any  thing,  but  in  your  employing 
Chrift  to  do  all,  and  faying,  "  He  that  hath  all  things 
♦♦  W  bis  ijandj  muft  do  all  things  for  me.''     Faith  is 
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never  truly  afted  under  a  fenfe  of  ability  to  believe,  but 
under  a  fenfe  of  utter  inability ;  and  therefore,  if  you 
can  fay,  "  Though  I  find  my  own  weaknefs  and  inabi- 
"  lity  to  believe,  yet  I  think,  by  this  revelation  of 
*'  Chrill,  made  to  me,  God  hath  made' me  willing,  that 
*'  Chrill,  who  hath  all  things  in  his  hand,  fliould  be  all 
"  things  to  me,  and  do  all  things  for  me;  willing,  with 
*'  a  thoufand  good  wills,  that  he  fhould  put. all  things 
"  that  are  evil  out  of  me,  and  put  all  things  that  are 
*'  good  within  me ;  and  willing  that  he  fliould  be  all 
*'  things  that  relate  to  wifdom,  and  illuminate  all  things 
**  that  relate  to  holinefs  and  fanftification;  and  all  things 
"  that  relate  to  happinefs  and  complete  redemption."  Is 
it  fo  with  you?  Then  youJiave  got  a  heart  to  join  hand 
with  hira  that  hath  all  things  in  his  hand;  and  you  may 
gladly  go  to  a  communion-table,  and  get  the  bargain  feal- 
ed  between  him  and  you ;  and  you  may  boaft  and  glory 
in  your  all-fufficient  Head  and  Hufband,  whom  God 
hath  furniflied  in  this  manner.  The  Father  lovetb  the 
Son^  and  batb  given  all  tbings  into  bis^  band, 

S  E  R. 
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SERMON   LXXXII. 

The  Law  of  GOD's  Houfe.* 

Tbis  is  the  lan»  af  the  boufe  ,-  upon  the  top  of  tbe  mtmntainj 
ibc  viboU  limit  thereof  round  about  Jhall  be  moft  buly: 
beboldy  tbis  is  tbe  law  of  tbe  boufe. 

IT  is  moft  fuitabic  and  neccflgiryt  that  thefc  who  have 
been  making  a  folemn  profcflion  of  their  being  of 
the  houlhold  of  faith ;  who  have  been  eating  and  drink- 
ing in  God's  houfe,  as  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints, 
and  of  the  houfhold  of  God,  Ihould  know  the  order  and 
law  of  the  houfe  :  and,  therefore,  I  lay  before  you  a 
fliort  fum  of  it,  very  emphatically  here  expreffed;  This 
is  the  la^iv  of  tbe  botife ;  upon  the  top  of  tbe  mountain^  tbe 
'ivbole  liinit  tbereof  round  about  Jhall  be  moft  boly  :  beboldj 
tbis  is  tbe  law  of  tbe  boufe. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  have  an  account 
of  the  glory  of  God  filling  the  tern  pie,  particularly  ver.5. 
and  then  a  promife  of  God's  continuing  his  prefence  in 
his  church,  ver.  7,  8.  to  the  purging  them  from  their 
idolatry,  Corruption,  and  defilement,  which  here  they 
are  put  in  mind  of,  for  their  convidtion  and  humiliation. 
From  ver.  lo.  and  downward,  we  have  Ifrael  exhorted 
to  faith  and  repentance  ;  *'  Shew  the  houfe  to  the  houfe 
of  Ifrael,  that  they  may  be  afliamed  of  their  iniquity," 
The  temple  was  a  token  of  God's  kindnefs,  and  fymbol  of 

*  This  fcrmon  was  preached  on  the  Sabbath  evening,  immediately 
after  the  celebration  of  the  facramcnt  of  the  Lord's  fupper,atDunfenn- 
line,  July  i6th,  1732. 

his 
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his  prefence,  as  well  as  a  type  of  Chrift  the  true  temple, 
and  of  the  New-tellament  church.  And  whcnheenjoinji  - 
to  fhew  the  houfe  to  the  houfe  of  IfracU  that  they  may  be 
afhamed,  we  may  remark,  that,  the  way  wherein  a  gra- 
cious God  Ihames  people  for  their  fin,  is  to  ftiow  them 
his  kindnefs  and  gracious  prefence:  thus  he  puts  them 
out  of  countenance,  and  fets  them  a-blufliing,  ch.  xvi.634 
""^  That  thou  may  11  remember  and  be  confounded,  ^nd  ne- 
ver open  thy  mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  ftiame,  when 
I  am  pacified  towards  thee,  for  all  that  thou  haft  done, 
faith  the  Lord  God." — Again,  ver.  11.  *'  If  they  be  a* 
fliamed  of  all  that  they  have  done,  then  fliow  them  the 
form  of  the  houfe,  and  the  fafliion  thereof,  and  the  goingg 
out  thereof,  and  the  comings  in  thereof,  and  all  the  forms 
thereof,  and  all  the  ordinances  thereof,  and  all  the  laws 
thereof:  and  write  it  in  their  fight,  that  they  inay  keep 
the  whole  form  thereof,  and  all  the  ordinances  thereot^ 
and  do  them."  When  his  kindnefs  makes  them  afii^m- 
ed  of  their  fin,  then  he  fliows  them  more  and  more  of  his 
kindnefs,  and  grants  them  more  and  more  of  his  gracious 
prefence.  In  the  clofe.of  vcr.  11.  "  Write  it  in  their 
fight,  that  they  keep  the  whole'form  thereof,  and  all  the 
ordinances  thereof,  and  do  them."  Here  remark,  that 
the  privileges  of  God's  houfe  and  people  do  not  fuperfede 
their  duty,  but  bind  them  more  fweetly  and  ftriftly  * 
thereunto ;  and  therefore,  obedience  is  here  enjoined, 
and  thereupon  here  is  the  rule  laid  down.  This  is  the 
/«iw  ^f  the  houfe ;  upon  the  tdp  of  tie  mountain^.tbt  ^hple 
limit  thereof  round  about  Jhall  be  moft  holy :  bebold,^  this 
is  the  law  of  the  i>ouJh, 

In  which  words  we  may  notice  the  four  following 
particulars. 

1.  What  is  the  matter  of  the  law  of  God's  houfe^ 
namely,  hoHnefs;  that  all  the  inhabitants  be  holy:  for* 
"  Holinefs  becometh  God's  houfe  for  ever." 

2.  The  degree  of  that  holineis  \vhich  becometh  his 
houfe,  viz.  that  it  be  mofi  holy/  the  perfeftion  of  holi- 
ncfs  is  required. 

3.  Notice  the  extent  thtreof^  from  the  t^p  of  rbe  mourtf 
ttrin^  the  vfhoJe  limit  thereof  round  about.  Formerly #  on- 
ly the  fanfluary  was  moft  holy;  but  now  u\  tivt  ^jji^'^V- 
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limes,  to  which  this  prophecy  hath  a  reference,  the 
whole  mount  of  the  houfe  Ihall  be  fo,  and  the  whole 
limit  thereof;  all  the  courts,  all  the  chambers,  and  every 
part  of  the  houfe,  Ihall  be  as  the  moft  holy  place. 
•  '  4.  The  double  affurance  given  us  concerning  this 
Ordinance  of  Go3's  houfe,  Tbis  is  the  law  of  the  bouft ; 
and  again,  Behold^  this  is  the  lasa  of  the  houfe* 

By  the  vioft  holy  in  the  text,  we  are  to  underftand, 
cither  the  privilege  of  the  houfe  of  God  in  the  gofpel- 
tiraes,  namely,  that  all  believers  in  Chrift  have  accefs 
unto  the  holy  ofholies,  and  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the 
holieft,  Heb.  x.  19.:  they  being  all  fpiritual  priefts, 
8  royal  priefthood,  they  have  accefs,  not  in  the  virtue 
of  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  but  in  the  virtue  of  the 
blood  of  Jefus;  and  with  this  advantage  alfo,  above 
the  high-prieft  under  the  law,  that,  wherever  we  are, 
v/e  have  accefs  through.  Chrift  to  the  Father :  or,  by 
the  moft  boly^  we  are  to  underftand  the  duty  of  the 
church  of  God,  or  children  of  his  houfe,  that  they  be 
Yftoft  holy ;  and  indeed  the  former  privilege  lays  the 
llrongeft  foundation  .  for,  and  brings  them  under  the 
ftrideft  obligation  to,  the  duty.  According  to  the  view 
we  have  here  of  the  moft  boly^  accordingly  we  are  to 
underftand  what  is  to  be  meant  by  tbe  law  of  tbe  boufe. 
^:-  If  by  moft  boly,  we  underftand  the  privilege  of  accefs 
to  the  moft  holy  place  ;  then,  by  tbe  law  of  tbe  boufe ^ 
we  are  to  underftand  the  law  of  grace,  the  law  of  faith, 
the  gofpel,  or  God's  atl  of  grace  towards  us,  expreffed 
in  the  promife. 

Again,  if  by  the  moftboly^  we  underftand  the  quality 
df  the  church,  and  the  duty  of  all  the  children  of  the 
houfe,  that  they  be  moft  holy  ;  then,  by  tbe  law  of  tbe 
boufe^  we  are  to  underftand  the  precept  of  the  moral  law 
as  a  rule  of  holinefs,  duty,  and  obedience  toward  God. 
Both  thefe,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  included  ;  and  the  for- 
mer as  the  means  of  the  latter.  Gofpel-privileges  mak- 
ing way  fjr  gofpel-holinefs,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  works, 
where  Do,  and  Live,  made  duty  go  before  the  privilege; 
whereas  here,  Live,  and  Do,  makes  the  privilege  the 

foun- 
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foundation  of  duty,  and  the  ftrong  bafis   on  which  all 
gofpel-holinefs  Hands. 

By  the  to [}  of  the  mountain^  and  tbcabole  limit  there" 
of  round,  about ^  we  are  to  underfland  the  univerfality  of 
this  holincfs,  and  the  extent  both  cf  that  privilege  of 
admifli')n  to  the  holy  place,  and  of  that  obligation  upon 
the  privileged  to  be  a  holy  people. 

Observ.  *'  That  univerfal  holinefs  is  fo  much  the 
''  cilabiilhed  lav/  of  God's  houfe,    that   the  v/hole 

■  "  family,  being  privileged  with  accefs  to  the  moR 
*'  holy  place,  are  thereupon  under  the  ftrongell 
**  obligation  to  be  the  moil  holy  people.*' 

The  proof  of  this  doftrine  I  refer  to  the  profecution 
of  it  in  the  following  method,  as  the  Lord  may  affiil. 

I.  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  the  boufe  of  God. 

II.  Hint  at  the  nature  of  that  holinefs  that  is  pecuKar 
to  the  houfe  of  God. 

HI.  Show  that  this  is  tbe  lav)  of  tbe  boufe;  and  why 
it  is  faid  to  be  fo,  again  and  again. 

IV.  Touch  at  the  extent  of  this  holinefs  required  by 
the  law  of  God's  houfe,  upon  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain^  the  mjhole  'limit  thereof  round  about. 

V.  Confider  a  little  the  privilege  cf  accefs  to  the  mod 
holy  place. 

VI.  Show  that  this  privilege  obliges  the  whole  to  hi 

■  the  mod  hcly  people.     And  then,  - 

VII.  Make  Application  of  the  whole  in  feveral  Ufes.  - 

I.. I  am  firfl;  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  baufe  of  God. 
The  church  is  the  houfe  of  Gc>d  ;  "  If  a  man  know  not 
how  to  rule  his  own  houfe,  how  Ihall  he  take  care  of 
the  church  of  God  ?"  i  Tim.  iii.  5.  And  it  is  fo  called 
on  feveral  accounts  : 

1.  God  is  the  builder  of  it ;  "  He  that  built  all  things 
is  God,"  Heb.  iii.  4.  The  churchis  as  glorious  a  piece 
of  work  as  the  building  of  heaven  and  earth;  yea,  more 
glorious.  It  is  the  work  of  glorious  Omnipotence^  to 
make  life  out  of  death  ;  he  makes  thefe  that  were  dead 
in  fins  to  be  living  (loncs,  i  Pet.  ii.  5.  "What  Ihall  one 
anfwer  the  meffengers  of  the  nations  ?  That  the  Lord  Kiarfx 
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founded  Zion,  and  the  poor  of  his  people  ihall  truft  in  it," 
[[or,  betake  tbemf elves  to  />,]  Ifa.  xiv.  32. 

2.  Becaufe  God  is  the  repairer  of  it :  it  is  he  that  re- 
pairs the  wafte  places,  and  the  defolations  of  many  gene- 
rations, Ifa.  xli.  4.  Aud  this  is  alfo  a  glorious  work ; 
*•*•  When  the  Lord  fliall  build  up  Zion,  he  will  appear  in 
his  glory,"  Pial.  cii.  16.  It  is  too  glorious  for  a  crea- 
ture;  he  that  is  God  as  well  as  va^.rx  hath  the,  honour  of 
it  afcribedto  him;  *'  He,  even  he  Ihall  build  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  and  Jic  fliall  bear  the  glory,"  Zech.  vi.  13. 
He  may  raife  up  inllruments,  but  he  himfelf  is  the  prin- 
cipal agent.  Saints  may  weep  for  Zion,  but  the  Lord 
muft  rebuild  and  repair  it. 

3.  Becaufe  God  is  the  dweller  therein :  he  dwells  there 
where  he  fets  up  his  ordinances,  though  he  confines  not 
himfelf  to  places;  "  In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name 
I  will  come  to  thee,  and  blefsthee,"  Exod.  xx.  24.  God 
is  known  by  his  ordinances,  as  we  are  known  by  our 
names  ;  "  The  Lord  hath  chofen  Zion;  he  hath  deftred 
it  for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever;  here  will 
J  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it,"  Pfal.  cxxxii.  13,  i^i 

4.  Becaufe  God  is  the  governor  thereof:  He  alone 
gives  laws  of  everlafting  confequence,  to  deftrudlion  or 
falvation;  "  There  is  one  Lawgiver  who  is  able  to  fave 
and  to  deftroy,  James  iv.  12,  The  Lord  is  our  Law- 
giver." Popes  and  patrons  may  ufurp  a  government  of 
the  church;  but  the  Lord  alone  is  the  God  of  confbience, 
and  the  government  is  on  his  {houlders. 

Quest.  Who  are  the  Members  of  this  houfe  of  God. 

Answ.  The  church  is  either  vifible  or  invifible.  To 
the  vifible  church  on  earth,  belcmg  all  that  have  a  vifible 
and  credible  profeflion  ;  and  it  is  meet  for  us  to  judge 
that  they  are  faints,  as  the  apftle  fpeaks  to  the  PliHip- 
pians,  chap.  i.  7.  But  we  may  be  deceived  ;  we  know 
not  the  heart :  therefore  it  concerns  every  profeflin-  to 
examine  himfelf. — The  invifible  church  is  known  ta  God 
only;  '*  Neverthelefs,  the  foundation  of  God  fiandcth 
fore,  having  this  feal,  The  Lord  knows  them  that  are 
his,"  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Well,  but  how  fhall  I  know  myfelf 
to  be  one  of  them  ?  Why,  it  follows,  "  Let  every  one 
that  itamcih  the  name  of  C\Mc\ft,  deoart  from  iniquity." 
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To  be  of  the  houfliold  of  God,  ia  not  to  be.  a  nJeraber  of 
the  Prelbyterial  government,  nor  a  communicdting 
member  of  fuch  a  congregation ;  but  to  be  a  member  of 
Chrift. 

QuEiT.  What  fort  of  a  boitfe  is  the  church  unto  God? 

Answ,  As  it  is,  I.  His  dwelling-houfc ;  of  which  al- 
ready :  fo, 

2.  It  is  his  pleafure-houfe ;  for,  "  The  Lord  taketh 
pleafure  in  his  people. '^     O  wonderful ! 

3.  It  is  his  treafure-houfe ;  for,  '*  The  Lord's  portion 
is  his  people,  and  Jacob  the  lot  of  his  inheritance:*'  tho* 
he  cannot  be  enriched  therewith,  yet  he  reckons  them 
his  riches,  his  jewels,  which  he  will  make  up  at  the  laft 
day, 

4.  The  church  alfo  is  his  inagazine-houfe;  built  for  an 
armoury,  whereon  hang  a  thoufand  bucklers,  all  fhields  of 
mighty  men.  Gocl^s  church  is  his  caftle;  and,  '*  Salva- 
tion will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks,"     Again, 

5.  It  is  his  veffel-houfe,  wherein  all  the  vcffels  of  mer- 
cy are  hung  ;  and  Chrift  is  the  nail  fattened  in  a  fure 
place,  on  which  they  hang,  Ifa.  xxii.  23,  24.  Weak  and 
llrong  are  there. 

6.  It  is  alfo  his  banquetting  houfe.  Song  ii.  4.  where 
he  and  they  feed  together ;  he  feeds  among  the  lilies,  tiU 
the  day  break :  and  he  fup§  with  them,  and  they  with 
him,  Rev.  iii.  20. 

IL  The  next  thing  propofed,  was.  To  hint  at  the  na- 
ture of  that  holinefs  that  is  peculiar  to  the  houfe  of  Gt)d. 
Holinefs  in  the  ordinatry  fenfe  wherein  it.  is  attributed  t^ 
the  church  and  children  of  God,  may  be  viewed, 

1.  In  its  definition.  And*  I  think,  it  may  be  thus  de- 
fined, *  A  full  renovation  of  our  natures,  into  the  image 
*  of  God,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the  holy  Spirit-'  It  ia 
called  a  new  birth,  a  new  creation,  a  new  creature:  "  If 
any  man  be  in  Chrift  Jefus,  he  is  a  new  creature,  a  Cor. 
V.  21.  We  are  his  workmanlhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus 
unto  good  works.'*  It  is  the  image  of  God,  who  is  holi- 
nefs itfelf.  It  is  a  grace ;  yea,  the  conjunftion  and  con- 
ftellation  of  all  the  graces*  It  is  a  duty,  and  the  fumand 
fubftance  of  all  duty. 

2.  We  may  view  it  in  its  fpring;  it  ia  neither  vvi.^MX<^V 
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nor  acquired.  It  is  not  to  be  taken  up  by  the  ftrength 
of  reafbn,  nor  the  power  of  free-will,  nor  by  the  force 
of  convi£lion  and  refolution  from  within  or  without : 
nay,  "  He- that  hath  wrought  us  to  the  felf-fame  thing 
is  God.'*  It  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  virtue  of  ordi- 
nances, nor  the  worth  of  inftruments,  but  to  the  power- 
ful efficiency  of  the  holy  Spirit  of  God;  the  fanftifying 
Spirit.  Art,  nature,  education,  can  do  nothing  here  ; 
it  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  I  Cor.  vi.  II. 

3.  We  may  view  it  in  the  fubjecl  of  it,  and  that  is 
the  believer  in  Chrill,  his  whole  man ;  "  The  God  of 
peace  fanflify  you  wholly;  foul,  body,  and  fpirit," 
1  Thef.  V.  2.  If  ye  alk.  Where  is  the  feat  of  holinefs,- 
in  the  head,  or  the  heart,  or  the  confcience ;  in  the  in- 
ward or  outward  man  ?  We  reply.  The  feat  of  holinefs- 
is  not  in  any  one  of  them,  but  in  all  of  them  :  it  is  a 
leaven  that  leavens  the  whole  lump.  The  holy  man 
hath  a  fan£lified  enlightened  underftanding,  to  difcern 
fpiritual  things,  which  before  he  underftood  not ;  a  fanc- 
tified  will,  inclining  to  fpiritual  things,  which  before  he 
hated ;  a  fanftified  memory,  to  mind  heavenly  things, 
which  before  was  only  earthly  ;  a  Tanftified  confcience, 
awakened  to  check  for  fin,  and  excite  to  duty  ;  a  fane- 
tified  lip,  to  fpeak  of  God,  and  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  for 
him  ;  a  fanftified  life,  to  glorify  God. 

4.  We  may  view  it  in  the  parts  of  it,  which  are  two; 
a  ceafing  to  do  evil,  and  a  learning  to  do  good.  The 
former  is  the  privative,  and  the  latter  the  pofitive  part 
of  it. — There  is  the  privative  part  of  holinefs,  which  is 
called  mortification ;  that  is,  a  heart  purged  from  the 
love  of  every  fin,  and  a  life  purged  from  the  pradice 
of  every  fin  :  fin  is  left  in  the  heart,  but  is  not  loved  nor 
liked ;  nay,  it  is  hated  and  difliked :  it  may  remain, 
but  it  cannot  reign  where  holinefs  is. — There  is  the 
pofitive  part  of  holinefs,  which  is  called  vivification,  or 
a  living  unto  God,  by  a  life  of  dependance  on  him,  and 
a  life  of  obedience  to  him.  The  man  not  only  ccafes 
to  do  evil,  but  he  learns  to  do  well.  It  is,  in  fliort* 
a  walking  with  God,  a  walking  in  Ghrift,  and  a  walking 

i* 
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in  the  Spirit. — After  this  hint  of  the  nature  of  holinefs, 
I  proceed, 

IIL  To  the  Third  thing,  which  was,  To  Ihew  that 
this  is  the  law  of  the  hoiife  ;  and  why  it  is  here  ingemi- 
nate and  doubled,  with  a  Behold^  this  is  the  law  of  the 
boufe.  For  clearing  this  head,  you  would  confider  three 
things  :  i.  What  law  it  is  that  is  called  the  law  of 
the  houfe,  2.  How  holinefs  is  the  law  of  the  houfe. 
3.  The  reafon  why  this  is  redoubled. 

i/>,  What  law  it  is  that  is  called  the  luw  of  tie  bouft. 
For  the  clearing  of  this,  ye  would  confider  three  laws 
that  the  houfe  of  God  hath  always  had  fome  concern 
in. 

1.  There  is  a  law'from  which  the  houfe  is  delivered; 
that  is,  the  law  of  works,  or  the  covenant  of  works  : 
this  is  the  law  they  are  delivered  from ;  "  Ye  are  not 
imder  the  law,  but  under  grace,''  Rom.  vi.  14.  They 
are  not  under  it,  to  be  cither  juftified  or  condemned ; 
they  are  neither  under  the  command  of  it,  to  be  juftified 
by  their  obedience ;  nor  under  the  threatening  of  it, 
to  be  condemned  for  their  difobedience.  Their  title  to 
eternal  life  ftands  upon  Chrift's  doing  and  obedience  ; 
therefore  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Do  and  Live 
of  that  covenant :  their  fecurity  from  eternal  death. 
Hands  upon  Chrift's  dying  and  fuffering  ;  therefore  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  penalty  of  that  covenant, 
*'  If  thou  doeft  not,  thou  Ihalt  die.''  Chrift  has  delivered 
them  from  the  curfe  of  this  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for 
them.  The  law  of  works  required  holinefs,  indeed, 
in  perfection ;  but  in  fuch  a  form,  and  under  fuch 
a  penalty,  that,  if  there  were  no  other  law  but  this, 
we  finners  and  breakers  of  the  law,  would  be  irrecover- 
ably loft.  By  this  law,  holinefs  is  loft,  becaufe  the  law 
is  violated  ;  and  therefore,  by  the  deeds  thereof,  no  flefh 
can  be  juftified  in  God's  fight :  for  finners  to  be  juftified 
by  works,  or  by  the  law,  is  a  contradiflion ;  the  law 
can  never  juftify  a  breaker  of  it,  unlefs  he  hath  a  perfe£l 
righteoufnefs  from  another  quarter  and  fource  than 
himfelf:  Therefore, 

2.  As  there  is  a  law  from  which  the  Ko\xfe  v^i^V\s^\- 
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ed,  viz.  the  law  of  works  ;  fo  there  is  a  law  by  which 
the  houfe  is  recovered  and  relieved,  namely,  the  law  of 
faith,  or  the  covenant  of  grace.  Of  both  thefe  laws, 
which  are  clearly  diftinguifhed  by  the  apoftle,  you  read, 
Rom.  iii.  ay.  "  Where  is  boafting  then?  it  is  excluded ; 
By  what  law?  of  works  ?  nay,  but  by  the  law  of  faith." 
This  law  of  faith  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  covenant  of  grace 
and  the  do£lrine  of  the  gofpel.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  pro- 
raife.  Gal.  iii.  z  i.  And  it  is  called  a  law,  both  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  covenant  of  works,  to  fliow  that  believers  arc 
not  under  the  law  of  works,  but  the  law  of  grace ;  and 
alfo  to  Ihew,  that  the  free  promifes  of  the  gofpel  are  a 
law  that  God  makes  to  himfelf  in  the  behalf  of  finnera, 
or  an  ad  of  the  parliament  of  heaven.  A£ts  of  grace 
paft  there  require  no  condition  on  the  finner's  part,  but 
only  of  the  Surety,  whofe  blood  and  righteoufnefs  is  the 
condition  of  all  the  promifes  of  God  ;  which,  therefore, 
are  faid  to  be  Yea  and  Amen  inChrift,  to  the  glory  of  God. 
And  it  is  called  a  law  of  faith,  becaufe  the  gofpel,  pro- 
perly, is  not  a  law  to  be  obeyed ;  but  a  law  to  be  be- 
lieved. It  is  not  a  law  of  commands,  to  be  fulfilled  by 
us  ;  but  a  law  of  promifes,  to  be  fullilled  upon  us,  in  a 
way  of  free  grace  :  and  therefore,  here  nothing  is  to  be 
wrought  or  expefted  by  works,  but  all  things  to  be  ex- 
pected by  grace,  or  believed  upon  the  faithfulnefs  of  a 
proraifing  God;  "  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth 
on  him  that  jullifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteoufnefs,''  Rom.  iv.5.— This  law  of  faith  is  fo  much 
the  law  of  God's  houfe,  that  this  is  the  very  law  that 
ere£ls  the  houfe :  it  ftands  upon  the  law  of  faith ;  I 
mean,  upon  the  free  promife  of  God,  which  is  the  objeft 
and  ground  of  faith. — All  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  the  houfe  are  owing  to  the  law  of  faith.— By  the  law 
of  faith,  or  gofpel-promife,  finners  are  warranted  to  come 
into  the  moft  holy  place,  and  fo  they  eome  to  be  made 
the  moft  holy  people.— In  this  law,  holinefs  is  promifed; 
by  It,  holinefs  is  wrought.— In  this*  law  of  faith,  faith  it- 
felf  is  promifed,  or  grace  and  ftrength  to  believe;  "  Thy 
people  Ihall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,"  Pfalm 
ex.  3.  "  When  I  am  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men 
«Aer  nie/'  John  xii.  ja.     Th\&  abfolute  promife  is  in- 
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definitely  difpenfed  to  fianers,  that  th^y  may  Ijok  unto 
and  rely  upon  this  conqaering  power  and  drawing  grace 
of  God.  —  By  this  law  of  faith,  I  fay,  the  houfe  is 
delivered.     Again, 

3'.  There  is  a  law  by  which  the  houfe  is  governed  ; 
namely,  the  law  of  love  :  I  mean,  the  moral  law,  as  it 
is  a  rule  of  life  and  holinefs,  not  a  rule  of  acceptance, 
(this  were  to  make  it  a  covenant  of  works)  but  a  rule 
of  obedience,  in  the  hand  of  Chrift.  This  is  the  law, 
which,  by  Mofes,  is  reduced  to  ten  words,  ten  com- 
mandments :  and  I  call  it  a  law  of  love,  becaufe  onr 
Lord  Jefus  reduced  it  into  two  words  ;  namely,  love  to 
God,  and  love  to  our  neighbour:  And  the  apofilc 
reduced  it  to  one  word,  viz.  Love  ;  *'  The  end  of  the 
commandment  is  love,"  i  Tim.  i.  5.  And  again,  '^  Love 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,"  by  which  the  houfe  is 
governed.  .  It  may  be  called  a  law  of  love,  becaufe,  as 
love  is  the  cord,  by  which  God  draws  his  houfliold  to 
obedience  ;  fo  love  is  the  motive  that  engages  them  to 
obey  it :  ^they  obey,  not  from  flavifh  fear,  like  thcfe  that 
are  under  the  yoke  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant:  but  love, 
which  cads  out  fear.  Chrift^s  yoke  is  eafy,  becaufe  it  is 
a  loving  yoke;  not  driving  by  violence,  but  drawing  them 
kindly  by  the  cord  of  love  in  every  duty;  not  requiring 
rigoroufly,  under  pain  of  death  and  damnation,  butcon- 
ftraining  fweetly  with  delight  to  do  the  will  of  God.  It 
is  not  a  grievous  law,  requiring  obedience,  but  giving 
no  ftrength,  and  feeking  brick  without  ftraw;-  but  a  gra- 
cious law,  lined  with  love  and  grace,  promifing  ftrength 
to  obey,  working  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do.  Hence 
his  commandments  are  not  grievous  ;  duties  are  not  gra- 
vamenous;  ordinances  are  not  a  heavy  burden;  but  ra- 
ther like  a  chariot  paved  with  love  for  the  daughters  of 
Jerufalem.  —  This  is  the  law  by  which  the  houfe  is 
governed  pleafantly  and  peaceably;  for  he  that  hath  the 
government  upon  his  ftioulders,  is  the  Prince  of  peace. 

The  confideration  of  thefe  three  laws  may  clear  your 
view  about  the  law  of  the  houfe :  the  law,  from  which 
the  houfe  is  delivered,  is  the  law  of  works,  or  covenant 
of  works;  the  law,  by  which  the  houfe  is  delivered  and 
recovered,  is  the  law  of  faith,  or  coveuw\\.  ^i  ^-^^^^n 
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and  the  law,  by  which  the  hcufe  is  governed,  is  the 
law  of  love,  or  moral  law,  as  a  rule  in  the  hand  of  a 
loving  Jefus.  Now,  by  the  violation  of  the  firfl  of  thefe, 
hohnefs  was  loft;  by  the  publication  of  the  fecond,  ho- 
linefs  is  reftored ;  and  by  the  promulgation  of  the 
third,  holinefs  is  required  and  eftablifhed  as  a  rule,  for 
directing  the  houfliold  in  the  way  of  holinefs.  This 
leads  me, 

zdly^  To  the  fecond  queftion  here,  viz.  How  boUneJs 
is  the  law  of  the  houfe  ?  For  clearing  this,  it  is  neceffary 
to  remember,  that  the  threefold  law  that  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  fitly  prefented  to  us  in  the  word  of  God. 
For,  by  the  firft,  we  are  convinced  of  our  unholinefs ; 
By  the  la^of  is  the  knowledge  of  Jin:  By  the  fecond,  we  are 
enlightened  to  fee  where  holinefs  is  to  be  had,  namely, 
in  the  holy  covenant,  the  holy  Jefus,  whom  God  hath 
given  to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  as  the  gofpel  de- 
clares :  By  the  third,  we  are  diredled  in  the  way  of  ho- 
linefs. The  firft  is  not  the  law  of  the  houfe;  for,  they 
are  delivered  from  it ;  only  God  makes  ufe  of  it  as  a 
mean  fubfervient  to  bring  finners  to  Chrift,  or  to  bring 
ihem  to  his  houfe,  where  the  only  law, is  the  two  laft; 
the  lavv'  of  faith,  and  the  law  of  love.  Now,  the  fptri- 
tual  houfe  of  Chrift  is  a  holy  building,  where  holy  faith 
and  holy  obedience,  comprehend  all  the  holinefs  of  the 
houfe;  and,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  built  up  in  the  moft  holy 
faith,  therefore  the  law  of  faith,  or  covenant  of  grace,  is 
the  law  of  the  houfe,  difcoveringthe  objeft  and  the  ground 
of  faith  :  and,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  built  up  in  a  moil  holy 
obedience,  therefore  the  law  of  love,  or  moral  law,  as  a 
rule,  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  directing  and  binding  them 
to  this  obedience  :  in  the  former,  holinefs  is  promifed; 
ill  the  latter,  holinefr*  is  injoined. 

1.  As  to  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  gofpel,  holinefs  is 
to  be  confidered  as  the  privilege  of  the  houfe  ;  and  by 
this  law  of  faith  it  is  viewed  as  a  purchafed  privilege,  as 
a  promifed  privilege,  as  a  privilege  freely  conferred,  and 
a  privilege  freely  continued. 

2.  As  to  the  law  of  love,  or  moral  law,  holinefs  is  to 
b2  cvnfidered  as  the  duty  of  the  houfe:  for,  holinefs  is 
the  matter  of  the  law  *,  UoUnefs  is  the  end  of  it;  holinefj 

is 
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is  the  fum  of  it :  it  forbids  nothing  but  unholinefs,  it  re- 
quires nothing  but  holincfs;  ''  Ashe  that  has  called  yoii 
is  holy,  fobeye  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation;  be- 
caufe  it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy/'  1  Pet. 
i.  15.  The  law  pf  love  muft  be  a  holy  law  ;  for,  as  all 
unholinefs  is  comprifed  in  enmity  to  God  and  man,  fo 
all  holinefs  is  comprifed  in  love  to  God  and  man. 

'idly J  The  third  queRion  here  was,  Why  is  it  ingemi- 
nate and  doubled?  This  Is  the  law  of  the  boufe ;  Behold^ 
this  is  the  law  of  the  boufe:  Why  is  it  twice  proclaimed 
in  the  text  ? 

1.  It  imports,  That  this  law  of  the  houfe,  refpefting 
holinefs,  is  an  indifpenfible  law:  therefore  it  is  notified; 
and  again  notified  with  a  behold^  that  none  may  pretend 
ignorance.  The  moral  law,  materially  confidercd,  is 
eternally  binding. 

2.  It  imports,  That  ye  are  deaf  and  dull  of  hearing ; 
or,  "  Hearing,  we  Ao  not  hear;  but,  like  the  deaf  adder^ 
flop  our  ear  at  the  voice  of  the  charmer :''  and  at  the 
beil  are  ready  to  forget  that  this  is  the  law  of  the  houfe* 
Therefore  we  are  affured  of  it  again  and  again. 

3.  It  imports,  That  there  is  danger  in  negleCltng  this 
advertifement;  and,  in  being  remifs  and  flack  in  the  iludy 
of  holinefs,  it  endangers  the  houfe;  for,  tho'  the  houfliold 
of  faith  are  all  well  intitled  to  heaven,  and  well  fecured 
from  hell,  yet  the  law  of  the  houfe  hath  a  fanftion  fuita- 
ble  to  tfae  children  of  the  family;  *'  If  his  children  for- 
fake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments;  if  they 
break  my  ftatutes,and  keep  not  my  commandments;  then 
will  I  vifit  their  tranfgreffions  with  the  rod,  and  their 
iniquity  with  llripes,''  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  30, — 32.  The  red 
of  God  is  terrible,  even  to  his  children. 

4.  It  may  import,  That  this  is  the  beginning  and  the 
end  of  true  religion :  therefore,  that  this  is  the  law  rf 
the  houfe,  is  both  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the 
text.  Here  is  the  preface,  This  is  the  law  of  the  boufe; 
here  is  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter,  Beboldj  tbii 
is  the  law  of  tbe  boufe.  This  boundary  is  fet  fet  round 
about  the  houfe  of  God ;  and,  Holinefs  to  tbe  Lord^ 
mull  be  the  motto  of  the  houfe,  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom thereof.     This  leads, 
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IV.  To  the  Fourth  thing  propofed,  namely,  The  ex- 
tent of  this  law  of  holinefs;   Upon  the  top  of  the  mountain^ 
tbt  vikole  limit  thereof  round  about  Jball  be  moft  holy.^r-^ 
I  think,   in  general,  this  fpeaks  out  the  univerfality  of 
that  hulinefs  God  calls   for  in  his  houfe. — rit  Ihould  be 
univerfiil  fubjeclively,  the  whole  heart,  and  all  the  fa- 
culties of  the  foul,   fliould   be  engaged  in  the  lludy  of 
liclintfs;  we  are  to  love  the  L^ord  our  God,  with  all  our 
heart,  foal,  ftrength,  and  mind. — It  Ihould  be  univerfal 
objeftively,  with  refpedt  to  all  the  commands  of  God; 
"  Then  fliall  I  not  be  aihamed,  when  I  have  refpedl  to 
all  thy  commandments,"    without  exception,    without 
limitation. — It  fliould  be  univerfal  intenfively,  with  the 
utmofl  intenfenefs  of  foul ;  "  Following  the  Lord  with  full 
purpofe  of  mind. — I  faid,  I  will  take  heed  to  my  way. 
I  have  fworn,  and  I  will  perform  it,  That  I  will  keep  thy 
righteous  judgments.** — And  it  mull  be  univerfal  exten- 
fively,  with  refpeft  to  all  times  and  feafons,  companies 
and  occafions,  places  and  circumftances. — The  law  of 
the  houfe  binds  to  holinefs  univerfal  in  all  thefe  refpefts. 
But  more  particularly,  the  extent  of  this  holinefs  in 
the  houfe   of  God,,  as   here  expreffed.  Upon  the  top  of 
the  mountain^  the  ^bole  limit  thereof  round  about ^  feems 
to  me  to  import  an  univerfality,  refpefiling  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  houfe  of  God,   the   church  of  Gcd  : 
the  expreffion  fuits  the  Old-teftamentdifpenfation,  while 
the  material  temple  flood  upon  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  but  the  gofpel-meaning  thereof,  as  it  refpedls  the 
New-teftament  church,  feems  to  be,  that  every  thing 
about  God^s  houfe,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  fliall  be 
moft  holy,  as  becomes  the  fpiritual  temple  of  God.  It  fays, 
r.  That  all  the  oflicers  fliall  be  moft  holy  ;  miniflers, 
elders,  deacons;  all  that  bear  any  velTels  in  God*s  houfe; 
.  *  Be  ye  clean,  ye  that  bear  theveffelsof  theLord,'  If.  Hi.  11. 
And  hence,   when  God  comes  to  purge  and  purify  his 
church,  he  is  faid  particularly  to  purify  the  fons  of  Levi, 
Mai.  lii.  3,  Surely  we,  whofe  office  is  to  go  up  to  the 
top  of  the  mount,  ought  to  have  holy  feet  to  tread  fuch 
a  holy  place ;  that  it  may  be  faid  of  us,  *'  How  beautiful, 
on  the  mountains,  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the 
gofpel  of  peace  I"    Alas  I  maxv^  offi-cers  in  Gpd's  houfi;, . 
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among  us,  that  have  nioft  of  the  beauty  ofholinefs  about 
them,  God  is  faft  taking  them  away.  He  feems  to  be 
taking  away  the  gold  and  filver,  and  leaving  the  drois; 
and,  when  he  is  taking  down  fuch  as  were  props  and 
pillars  in  the  houfe,  what  fhall  we  think,  but  that  the 
houfe  is  like  to  fall  about  our  ears,  and  heavy  judg- 
ments at  the  door,  when  the  righteous  are  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come  !     But, 

2.  It  fays,  that  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  fliall  be 
mofl  holy,  all  the  children  of  the  family ;  "  Say  ye  to 
the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  falvation  Cometh;  and 
they  fhall  call  them  the  molt  holy  people,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,"  Ifa.  Ixii.  11.  Every  inhabitant  of  the 
houfe,  every  believer,  every  member  of  Ghrift,  every 
profefior  of  Chrill,  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of 
Ghrift,  mult  depart  from  iniquity.  It  fays,  that,  not 
only  minifters  fliouldbe  holj'-,  but  people  fhould  be  holy; 
not  only  the  top  of  the  mount,  but  the  whole  limit  there- 
of round  about.  All  that  enter  within  the  walls  of  Zion 
muft  be  holy,  otherwife  they  are  not  indwellers,  like 
children;  but  only  incomers,  like  dogs;  that  fhall  be 
baniflied  out  with  difgrace,  and  never  admitted  to  the 
higher  houfe. 

J.  It  fays.  That  all  the  courts  and  judicatories  of  the 
houfe  fhould  be  moft  holy ;  Synods  mofl  holy,  and  Ge- 
neral Affemblies  of  the  houfe,  moft  holy  ;  Upon  the  top 
of  the  mounts  the  'luhole  limit  thereof  round  about.  When 
thefe  courts  and  judicatories  of  the  houfe,  or  Affemblies 
of  the  church,  whether  inferior  or  fuperior  ones,  are 
moft  holy,  and  purged  with  the  fpirit  of  judgment,  and 
fpirit  of  burning,  then  they  are  intitledto  Heaven's  pro- 
teftion ;  "The  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling-place 
in  mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  affemblies,  a  cloud  and  fmoke 
by  day,  and  the  fliining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night,"  Ifa. 
iv.  4,  5.  But  when  in  days  of  degeneracy,  corruption, 
and  defection,  like  ours  *,  they  become  moft  unholy, 
then  they  are  expofed  to  ruin  and  defolation. 

*  At  thc'ime  when  this  Sermon  -was  preached,  matters,  both  in  the  church 
and  (Kite,  were  in  a  moft  deplorable  condidon  :  eiror  in  principle,  and  im- 
morality in  pra<flice,  cvery-whcrc  abounding;  a  relifn  for  ti'uc  relioion,  and 
genuine  piety  much  on  the  decline  ;  a  deviating  from  attained  ro-Refonnation- 
purity,  and  a  falling  from  firft  love,  preatly  ti^a  i\\^  \i^<y[<i^^^. 

u  I  ^-^^ 
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4.  It  fays,  That  all  the  adls  and  ftatutes  of  the  houfc 
are  to  be  moft  holy.  And  indeed  the  afts  of  Affemblies 
and  Judicatories  of  the  church  are  to  be  regarded  only 
according  to  their  holinefs,  and  agreeablenefs  to  the  holy 
word  of  God  ;  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  tellinaony  ;  if 
they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there 
is  no  light  in  them,"  Ifa.  viii.20.  Ads  iffued  even  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  if  they  be  nut  according  to  the 
law  of  the  houfe,  are  to  be  reje£led,  oppfed,  and  pro- 
tsfted  againft,  as  the  commandments  of  men,  and  not 
the  commandments  of  God  ;  '*  In  controverfy  they  fhall 
Hand  in  judgment,  and  they  ftiall  judge  it  according  to 
my  judgments  ;  and  they  fliall  keep  my  laws  and  my 
ilatutes  in  all  mine  affemblies,"  Ezek.  xliv,  23,  24. 
And,  indeed,  it  is  but  a  difmal  time,  when  the  children 
of  Zion  are  obliged  to  plead  with  their  mother,  and  even 
protetl  againft  her  acts  and  ftatutes  *. 

5.  It  fays,  That  all  the  forms  and  ordinances  of  the 
houfe  be  moft  holy  ;  I  mean,  the  form  of  dodtrinc,  the 
form  of  worlliip,  the  form  of  difcipline,  the  form  of 

*  This  was  a  very  remarkable  year  in  the  church,  and  gave  sera  to  a  very 
r^'Cmorable  event,  viz.  the  Seocessio^t.  Our  Author  here  has  his  eye  upon 
the  conducl  of  the  Aflombly  this  year  fviz  1732].  He  ulUall/  noticed  any 
rsmarkrible  tranfaclions  that  occurred  at  the  time  when  he  compofcd  and  de- 
)  vcred  hi&  difoourfes  :  And  therefore,  as  a  key  to  this,  and  fome  other  fimilar 
pafinoes.  both  in  thjs  and  fome  rub-'equent  dilcourfes,  it  may  not  be  improper 
briffiy  to  open  up  the  matter.  The  church  was,  at  this  tiipc,  in  imminent 
danger;  for,  not  only  a  pernicious  fcheme  of  Arian,  Arminian,  Socinian,  and 
iNeonomian  doftrine  was  prevailing,  but  feveral  arbitrary  Afts  and  Decilions 
hid  bc^en  framed  and  pafied  in  the  Supreme  judicatory,  and  the  Lord's  heritage 
much  oppreifed  and  grieved,  by  the  fertlfment  of  leclaiming  and  diffenting 
congrepiations.  To  cKar  up  thft  pafia^c  now  before  us,  we  may  obferve,  that 
t'lie  Air-niUy's  conduft  this  year  was  very  fmj'ular  and  extremely  aibitrary.  ia 
a  double  reipedl  —  Several  Miniders  Qorty-two  in  number]  among  whom 
our  Author  was  one,  p,ave  in  a  lubfcribtd  Repiefentation  to  tne  AiTcmbly,  for 
the  redrefs  of  many  of  the  (Jeps  of  defrflion  which  the  church  had  gone  into. 
This  RfpufLUiaiion,  though  juft  in  itfclf,  was  rcfufcd  fo  much  as  a  heariag 
by  the  Affembly  ;  whereupon  fuch  of  the  Miniilcrs  as  were  prcfent,  ofiereda 
prott^ft  for  their  exoneration,  which  wasalfo  rcfufcd  to  be  marked.  There  wis 
a  pet ii ion  of  the  fame  nature,  (igned  by  many  hundred  Elders  and  Chriflian 
people  given  in  to  the  fame  Aflcmbly,  and  ftiared  the  fame  fate.— The  AJTembly 
did  not  lift  here,  but  pafled  an  A6t  concerning  the  planting  of  vacant  churches, 
which  lodged  the  deciiive  power  of  electing  Minifters,  in  a  conjunA  meeting 
of  elders  and  heritors  (and  fo  depriving  the  Chriltian  people  of  the"r  jufl 
right),  no  other  qualification  being  required  of  faid  heritors  but  their  being 
Pioteitants,  however  much  difaffeded  to  the  government  both  in  church  and 
flaie.  This  was  matter  of  deep  regret  t«  many,  and  truly  affli^ing  to  feveral 
^Jiniilerc,  who  accorilinply  proiefled  againft  the  AflTembly  ;  fome  of  whom  were 
a/^/e/wauiS  ieverc ly  fcjiienced,  £01  l\it\T  ^[vJ^,'Ca^M\,^  Vftft.itvin(»  againft  thefe  cor- 
f'.fytioiis  apd  iucioci-.h.r.crAs, 
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government,  that  they  be  according  to  the  fcripture-pat- 
tern;  as  it  was  faid  to  Mofes  concerning  the  form  of  the 
tabernacle,  **  Look  that  thou  make  it  after  the  pattern 
that  was  fliewed  thee  in  the  mount,"  Exod,  xxv.  40. 
compared  with  Afts  vii.  44.  Ileb.  viii.  5.    The  do£lrine, 
found  and  lively;  worlhip,  pure  and  fpiritual;  difcipline, 
pare   and   impartial ;    and  government,    beautiful   and 
orderly,  is  the  outward  glory  of  the  church :    and  God 
hath  faid,  '*  Upon  all  the  glory  there  fhall  be  a  defence," 
Ifa.  iv.  5.     Bat  in  fo  far  as  the  fences  are  taken  away,  in 
as  far  is  the  glory  departed  from  Ifrael,   and  the  ark  of 
God  taken  by  the  Philiftines,  within  or  without  the  houfe. 
The  holinefs  of  do6irine,  worlhip,  difcipline,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  houfe,  comprehending  the  top  of  the  mount, 
and  the  whole  limit  thereof,  ought  to  be  defended,   and 
contended  for,  that  it  be  not  fpoiled,  corrupted,  and  de- 
faced.by  thefe  who  make  themfelves  famous  for  lifting 
up  hammers  and  axes  upon  the  carved  work;   and  the 
rather,   that  the  church  of  Scotland,   particularly,   has 
been  fj  often  in  our  Reformation-days  folemnly  fvvorn,  by 
National  Covenant,  to  the  defence  thereof,   againft  all 
anti-chriftian,  unfcriptural,  and  unholy  forms  and  orders 
whatfoever. 

6.  It  fays,  That  all  the  chambers  and  rooms  of  the 
houfe  Ihould  be  moft  holy;  I  mean,  all  the  ordinances  of 
the  houfe,  whether  public,  or  private,  or  fecret ;  which 
are  like  fo  many  chambers  and  rooms  of  the  houfe  to  be 
kept  clean  and  moft  holy;  for,  "  He  will  be  fandified  of 
all  them  that  come  nigh  him,**  Lev.  x.  3.     The  outer 
rooms  and  public  chambers  of  folemn  ordinances,  word, 
and  facraments;  the  more  private  chambers  of  fpiritual 
conference  and  family-worlhip ;   and  the  fecret  cham- 
bers of  retired  devotion,    the  chamber  of   meditation,' 
the  chamber  of  prayer,  fhall  all  be  moft  holy,  and  oc- 
cupied in  the^moft  holy  manner.     Not  only  all  the  pub- 
lic rooms,  but  all  the  fecret  clofets  of  the  houfe  (hall  be 
rxioft  holy;  not  only  the  top  of  the  mount,  but  the  Vv^hole 
limit  thereof  round  about;  whatever  part  of  the  houfe  we 
enter,  is  to  be  moft  holy,   in  the  exercife  of  faith,  love, 
and  all  the  holy  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  fpiritual 
endeavours,  through  grace,  to  get  all  tUal  's.^^  ^5^^\\\. 

U  4.  \i^^ 
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the  houfe  made  holy,  and  all  things  that  are  within  the 
hxoufe,  and  without  the  houfe,  and  round  about  the 
houfe,  the  top  of  the  mount,  the  whole  limit  thereof 
round  about ;  this  is  the  law  of  the  houfe.  The  Lord 
knows  how  little  it  is  obferved  now  ! 

V.  The  next  thing  propfed,  was.  To  touch  a  little 
at  the  privilege  of  accefs  to  the  moil  holy  place.  This 
being  a  fpecial  part  of  the  gofpel  that  lies  in  the  text, 
hid  under  this  Old- teftament  phrafe;  I  would  open  it  up 
in  thefe  two  or  three  remarks. 

.  I .  *'  That  accefs  to  the  raoft  holy  place,  is  nothing  elfe 
"  but  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  God;  and  therefore,  it  is 
'*  the  nioft  glorious  privilege  that  a  finner  can  be  ad- 
**  vanced  unto."  The  fantluary,  or  holy  of  holies  ia 
the  Old-teftament  temple,  was  a  fymbol  and  type  of  the 
gracious  prefence  of  God ;  and  to  come  to  that,  was  to 
come  to  God :  and  the  holy  of  holies  is  in  the  New-Tef- 
tament,  called  a  throne  of  grace,  Heb.  iv.  16.  And  what 
is  it  to  come  to  the  throne  of  grace,  or  mercy-feat,  but 
juft  to  come  to  a  merciful  God,  a  gracious  God  in  Chrift? 
Therefore  it  is  there  faid,  **  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need."  Where  will  we  find  mercy  or 
grace,  but  with  a  merciful  and  gracious  God  ?  This  is 
then  the  moft  holy  place  to  which  there  is  accefs. 

Remark  2.  "  That  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place  is 
*'  by  the  blood  of  Jefils."  The  priells,  under  the  law, 
went  into  the  holy  place  with  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  > 
but  Chrift,  our  High-Prieft,  having  entered,  by  his  own 
blood,  into  the  holy  place,  Heb.  ix.  12.  "  We  have  bold- 
nefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,"  Heb. 
X.  19.  that  is,  in  the  faith  of  his  blood  ;  a  juftice^fatis- 
fying  blood,  and  fin-expiating  blood:  even  we  guilty  fin- 
ners  have  freedom  to  come  to  a  juft  and  holy  God,  and 
boldnefs  to  expe£l  grace  and  glory,  as  the  purchafe  of 
that  blood;  even  that  blood  which  is  God-glorifying, 
fmner-fanftifying,  heavcn-purchafing. 

Remark  3.  "  That  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place  is 
*'  the  privilege  of  the  whole  church."  The  whole  family, 
all  within  the  houfe,  ba\t  ^ccsfe  either  proclaimed  or 
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cbtalned  :  All  within  the  vifible  churchy  tho'  but  in  the 
outer-courjt,  have  accefs  proclaimed;  **  Whofoever  wiH^ 
let  him  come.''  And  all  within  the  church  invifible,  viz. 
Believers  being  in  the  inner-court,  have  accefs  obtained, 
and  daily  admiffion  to  the  holy  place.  Only  the  high- 
prieil  under  the  law  had  accefs  to  the  holy  place,  and 
that  once  a-year  only;,  but  now  all  believera  being  si 
royal-priefthood^  and  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  their 
God,  have  accefs^,  not  once  a-year,  Heb.  ix.  7*  nor  once 
a-month;  but,  perhaps,  once  a- week,  once  a-day;  yea, 
feveral  times  a-day ;  perhaps,  twenty  times  in  one  com- 
munion-day ;  even  as  oft  as  they  get  grace  to  aft  faith 
upon  a  God  in  Chrift.  This  privilege  of  the  whole 
church,  is  here  reprefented  by  the  top  of  the  mount, 
and  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about,  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  holy  place. 

Remark  4.  *  The  privilege  of  accefs  to  the  moft  hply 

*  place,  is  not  only  now  extended  to  all  perfons  within 

*  the  houfe,  but  alfo  cvery-where,  in  all  places  where 

*  the  church  or  children  of  God  are.'  Not  only  the  top 
of  the  mount,  but  the  whole  limit  round  about,  is  the 
moll  holy  place.  Under  the  law»  only  the  fanftuary  was 
the  moft.  holy,  but  under  the  gofpel  the  whole  mountain 
Ihall  be  fo,  and  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  abaut ;  in 
as  much  as,  where-ever  the  believer  is,  in  public  or  in 
fecret,  there  he  hath  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place,  the 
moft  holy  God;  according  to  what  our  Lord  faid  to  the 
woman  of  Samaria,  John  iv.  21.  "Woman,  bejieve  me, 
the  hour  cometh,  when  ye  Ihall  neither  in  this  mountaiui 
nor  yet  at  Jerufalcm,  worfliip  the  Father;  but  the  true 
worfliippers  every-where  fliall  worlhip  him  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth,"  The  holy  place  was  formerly  hid  in  a 
corner  of  the  temple  ;  for,  the  holy  God  hid  himfelf 
in  a  corner,  a&  it  were,  under  the  dark  difpenfation  : 
but  now  the  holy  place,  the  holy  God,  is  every-where  to 
be  feen  and  enjoyed  in  Chrift.  The  vail  pf  the  temple 
is  rent  in  twain,  by  the  death  of  Chrift ;  and  the  holy 
of  holies  is  expofed,  that  whofoever  will,  may  come  and 
fee,  come  and  partake,  come  and  enjoy  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  through  whom  the  door  of  accefs  is  opened 
to  us  Gentiles,  as  well  as  it  was  to  the  ^^^%%  ^^  "^^^ 
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him  we  both  have  acccfs,  by  one  Spirit,  unto  the  Father,'* 
Eph.  ii.  8.  The  moil  holy  place  is  not  now  confined  to  the 
th9  top  of  the  mountain,  where  the  temple  ftood,  but  ex- 
tended  to  the  whole  mountain,  and  the  whole  limit  thereof 
round  about.  This  is  the  law  of  the  boufe^  the  privilege 
of  the  houfe,  according  to  the  law  of  faith,  or  covenant 
of  grace,  wherein  the  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falva- 
tion,  hath  appeared  unto  all  men.  O  has  it  fo  appeared 
unto  you  this  day,  as  that  you  find  that  you  have  got 
accefs  to  the  moll  holy  place  !  Then  furely  you  are  ob- 
liged to  be  the  moll  holy  people.     Hence, 

VI.  The  fixth  head  propofecj,  was,    To  Ihow,  that 
this  privilege  of  accefs  to  the  moll  holy  place,  obliges  the 
whole  houfliold  of  God,  that  are  thus  privileged,  to  be 
the  moft  holy  people.     This  grace  of  God  that  hath  ap- 
peared to  all  men,  does  not,  cannot  lead  to  licentiouf- 
nefs,  but  teaches  to  deny   all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lufls;  and  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this 
prefent  world,  Tit.  ii.  ii,  12.     This  privilege  of  accefs 
to  the  moft  holy  place;  brings  us  not  only  under  greater 
obligations  to  holinefs  than  Pagans,  that  are  far  from  the 
moll  holy  place ;   not  only  under  greater  obligations  to 
holinefs  than  profeflbrs,  who  only  are  admitted  to  the 
outer-court,  and   not  to  the  moft  holy  place ;   and  not 
only  under  greater  obligations  to  holinefs  than    Jews, 
who  were  only  admitted,   by  their  high-prieft,  to  the 
holy  place  in  the  material  temple ;  but  alfo  it  lays  us  un- 
der greater  obligations  to  holinefs  than  Adam  in  a  ftate 
of  innocency,  fuppofe  we  were  as  innocent  as  he  was 
before  the  fall,  and  that  the  covenant  of  works  were  on 
the  field,  pr©mifing  life  to  our  perfeft  obedience ;  for, 
when  you  are  admitted  to  the  moft  Holy  place,  then  you 
fee    everlafting    righteoufnefs,     and   perfect   obedience 
wrought  to  your  hand,   and  eternal  life  purchafed  to 
your  hand  ;   and  therefore   are  obliged  by  the  law  of 
love   and  gratitude,  to  ferve  the   God  that  hath   faved 
you,   and  not   to  work  hard  for  your  life.     And  which 
of  thefe  are  the  ftrongeft  ties  to   love   and  obedience, 
i73mely,  to  find  God  faying,  Do,   and  do  perfeftly,  and 
vou  Ihall  have  eternal  lUe  ?cy  yowv  y>^\x\*3.  ?     Or,  to  find 


The  Lavs  of^  GOD^s  Houfe.  .  303 

God  giving  you  life,  falvation,  righteoufnefs,  and  all  in 
Chrift;  and,  from  the  faith  thereof,  kindling  loi'e  in 
your  foul,  and  conftraining  you  to  ferve  him  in  gratitude? 
If  this  be  the  ftrongeft  obligation  to  holinefs,  then  belie- 
vers in  Chrill  are  under  ftronger  obligations  to  holinefs, 
than  ever  Adam  was  in  a  ftate  of  innocency. 

Accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place  qbliges  us  to  be  the  raoft 
holy  people,  both  efFedlively  and  argumentatively. 

1.  Eftedtively  and  powerfully;  for,  when  one  hath  ac- 
cefs to  the  raoft  holy  place,  then  he  fees  the  glory  of  God; 
and,  "  Beholding  this  glory,  he  is  changed  into  the  fame 
image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord," 
2  Cor.  iii.  18.  Thus,  what  the  law  teaches  preceptive- 
ly,  the  gofpel  teaches  ^fFedlively.  It  is  faid  of  thefe  that 
are  mounted  to  the  upper  ftory  of  the  houfe  of  God,  to 
heaven,  They  are  like  him,  becaufe  they  fee  him  as  he 
is.  Being  come  to  the  moft  holy  place,  they  fee  the  moft 
holy  God,  and  are  made  like  him  in  holinefs.  This 
privilege  is  commenced  in  the  lower  houfe ;  the  more 
that  believers  fee  the  moft  holy  God  in  the  moft  holy 
place,  or  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  the 
more  they  are  like  unto  him.  When  they  come  boldly  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  or  to  the  holy  of  holies,  then  they  ob- 
tain mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  them,  and  grace  to 
ftrengthen  them  in  all  the  duties  of  holinefs.  ^  All  their 
holinefs  comes  from  that  moft  holy  place,  to  which  they 
have  accefs.  And  thus  it  obliges  them  to  holinefs,  fweet- 
ly,  powerfully,  neceffarily,  and  effectively. 

2.  Argumentatively  ;  it  obliges  them  to  be  the 'moft 
holy  people;  for,  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place  funiiflies 
them  with  an  argument  drawn  from  equity  ;  **  What ! 
fhall  we,  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein  ?** 
Rom.  vi.  2.  Have  we  by  accefs  to  God,  got  a  dead  ftroak 
given  to  the  tyrant  fin,  and  fliall  we  return  to  flavery  ? 
God  forbid.  Accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place  fumifties 
with  an  argument  drawn  from  gratitude;  "  Shall  I  thus 
requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifli  and  unwife  ?  Is  not  he  my 
Father  that  hath  bought  me?"  Deut.  xxxii.  6.  Has  he 
allowed  me  accefs  to  him,  and  fliall  I  fpurn  at  fuch  bow- 
els, and  fpit  on  the  face  of  fuch  love? — At  the  moft  holy 
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place  the  man  fees  that  there  is  mercy  with  God  that 
he  may  be  feared  and  obeyed,  and  fo  is  encouraged  to 
duty  ;  and  there  he  fees  that  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
him  both  to  will  and  to  do:  there  he  fees  that  the  law  he 
is  under,  is  not  a  law  of  works,  but  a  law  of  love,  where 
all  the  commands  are  love-commands;  '?  If  ye  love  me, 
keep  nly  commandments;"  and  the  threatenings,  love- 
threatenings,  not  of  vindidlive  wrath,  but  of  fatherly  dif- 
pleafure.  The  law-threatening  of  hell,  and  vindictive 
wrath,  works  wrath  and  enmity,  which  is  the  height  of 
difobedicnce  ;  while  the  man  fears  that  God  will  damn 
him,  he  flees  from  God  as  an  enemy:  but  gofpel- threat- 
enings,  if  we  may  io  call  them,  work  upon  love,  and 
inflame  it,  while  the  believen  fears,  in  a  filial  manner^ 
faying,  "  O!  fliall  I  incur  my  Father's  difpleafurej  and- 
*'  provoke  him  to  hide  his  face,  and  deny,  me  that  gra- 
"  cious  prefence  of  his,  which  is  even  a  heaven  upon 
♦*  earth  to  me  ?" — At  the  moft  holy  place,  the  believer 
fees  God  clothed  with  a  garment  of  falvation,  coropalfed 
with  love  and  grace,  and  riding,  as  it  were,  in  the  cha- 
riot of  a  free  gracious  promife  ;  not  a  promife  of  life 
upon  our  doing,  but  a  promife  of  grace  to  do,  and  of 
glory  to  crown  our  doing;  arid  of  grace  and  glory  both, 
as  the  reward  of  Chrill's  doing  all, — In  a  word,  when 
we  have  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place,  we  fee  the  place 
encircled  with  blood,  the  mercy-feat  fprinkled  with, blood, 
and  that  by  this  blood  the  infinite  juftice  of  God  is  fully 
fatisfied,  and  that  we  have  to  do  with  him  as  a  recon- 
ciled God  and  friend ;  and  therefore  our  obligation  is 
not  under  the  authority  of  an  angry  Judge,^  but  the  au- 
thority of  a  loving  Father,  teftifying  his  everlafting  love 
to  us,  by  drawing  with  lovingkindnefs  :  and  fhall  we 

not   kindly  run,    when  thus  kindly  drawn  ? Why 

then,  this  privilege  of  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place,  lays 
us  under  the  ftrifteft  and  ftrongeft  obligation,  to  be  the 
moft  holy  people.  And^  behold^  this  is  the  laKo  of  the 
boiife :  the  bond  of  love  is  the  ftrongeft  bond. 

VII.  I  come  now  to  the  application  of  the  fubjeft. 
And  we  fliall  apply  it,  in  the  firft  place,  by  deducing  a 
few  inferences  for  information.     Is  it  fo,  that  univerfal 

Vsalvtufifs 
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holinefs  is  fo  much  the  eftabliflied  law  of  God's  houfe,that 
the  whole  family,  being  priviliged  with  accefs  to  the  moll 
holy  pi  ace,  are  under  the  ftrongeft  obligation  to  be  the  molt 
holy  people  ?  Then,. 

1.  Hence  fee,  that  God's  houfe  is  not  a  lawlefs  honfe^ 
and  believers  in  Chrift  are  not  without  law  to  God,  but 
under  the  law  to  Chrift;  as  the  apoftle  expreffes  it.  The 
doftrine  of  grace  is  no  doftrine  of  licentioufnefs :  though 
many  reproach  gofpel-doftrine  with  a  flourilh  of  words, 
in  their  harangues  on  morality,  under  pretence  of  put- 
ting  honour  upon  the  law,  while  yet  they  neither  under- 
Hand  law  nor  gofpel,  but  miferabiy  confound  and  blend 
them  together.  Do  we  make  void  the  law  through  faitb? 
Are  we  lawlefs  Antinomians  *,  becaufe  we  declare  the 

*  freedom  of  the  houfe  from  the  law  of  works  ?  Alas  ! 
many,  in  their  ignorant  zeal  for  this  law,  difcover  their 
littie  acquaintance  with  the  law  of  the  houfe. 

2.  Hence  fee,  that  if  univerfal  holinefs  be  the  law  of 
the  houfe,  becaufe  of  the  univerfal  accefs  there  is  to  the 
holy  place;  then,  how  few  appear  to  be  of  the  houfhold  of 
God  in  our  day,  which  is  a  day  of  univerfal  unholinefs,- 
univerfal  wickednefs,  univerfal  profanity  and  impiety. 
Oh  !  how  few  in  our  day  go  in  to  the  moft  holy  place, 
fince  few  appear  to  be  a  moft  holy  people  !  Where 
there  is  no  accefs  to  the  moft  holy  place,  there  is  no  ho- 
linefs :  where  little  accefs,  little  holinefs. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  diiFerence  betwixt  the  covenant  of 
works  and  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  refpeft  of  the  place 
that  holinefs  hath  in  the  one  and  the  other.  The  for- 
mer being,  Do  and  live ;  therein  duty  opens  the  door  . 
to  privilege,  and  man  behoved  firft  to  be  holy,  before 
he  could  be  admitted  to  the  holy  place  :  but  the  latter 
being.  Live'  and  do,  therein  privilege  opens  the  door 
to  duty,  and  men  muft  firft  have  accefs  to  the  holy  place, 
before  they  can  be  a  holy  people  ;  for  they  muft  firft 
come  to  Chrift,  or  to  God  in  Chrift,  which  is  the  hol^ 

*  It  was  formerly  noticed,  Vol.  I.  p.  23a.  Vol.  II.  p.  304,  395.  Vol.  III. 
p.  44.  I  hat  a  Ictial  turn  of  mind,  and  ftrain  of  preaobing  was  much  apon.  the 
increafe  m  Scotland  :  and  the  patrons  and  promorcrs  hereof,  bnldlv'accufed  ani 
virulently  lampooned  the  champions  ioTt  and  defenders  of,  the  doftrlae  of  grace, 
as  enemies'  to  the  law,  and  fiicnds  to  hccmioufneis. 
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of  holies,  and  from  hence  bring  all  their  holinefs.  That 
is  one  of  the  reafons  why  gofpel-minifters  preach  fo 
much  upon  gofpel-privileges,  and  upon  faith  in  Chrift 
entering  into  the  holy  place,  becaufe  this  faith  works 
by  love,  and  is  the  root  of  all  true  holinefs ;  for,  when 
faith  looks  into  the  moft  holy  place,  there  it  fees  the 
lav/  hidden  in  the  ark,  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fafely  kept 
there;  and  the  believer  finds,  that,  by  lying  in  the  warm 
bofoni  of  Chrift,  it  is  turned  into  a  law  of  love. 

4.  Hence  fee.  That  it  is  not  fafe  to  be  without  the 
church  of  God:  for,  as  it  is  the  houfe  where  God  dwells, 
and  it  is  beft  dwelling  where  Grod  dwells ;  fo  there  is 
accefs  to  the  moft  holy  plac^  to  be  found  there,  upon 
the  top  of  the  mount,  and  the  whole  limit  thereof  round 
about.  As  long  as  God  dwells  in  a  church,  and  gives 
evidence  of  his  prefence  in  thefe  ordinances,  let  us  blefs 
him  for  the  day  of  fmall  things,  and  wait  upon  him,  who 
yet  hides  himfclf,  in  many  refpefts,  from  the  houfe  of 
Jacob.  Let  us  pity  thofe  who  are  without  the  church : 
for,  Without  are  dogs^  and  they  can  have  no  view  of  the 
holy  place ;  and.  Where  no  vifion  isj  the  people  per/Jlj. 
And  pity  thefe  who  are  only  within  the  outer  walls  of 
the  church,  in  the  outer  court,  and  never  got  grace  to 
enter  into  the  moft  holy  place  ;  and  alfo  thefe  who  have 
been  within,  and  have  gone  out,  and  feparate  from  the 
church;  I  mean,  even  feparatifts  from  the  church  of 
Scotland,  fome  upon  a  kind  of  Independent  footing,  and 
others  afFefting  novelties,  betaking  themfelves  to  Eng- 
lifli  popifli  ceremonies,  and  new  modes  of  worfliip.  At 
the  fame  time,  many  true  friends  to  Preft>ytery  are  on 
the  very  borders  of  feparating  from  this  eftabliflied 
church,  upon  a  difguft  at  the  defedlions  of  the  day ; 
and  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  many  ftumbling-blocks 
have  been  laid  in  peoples  way  :  and  it  is  fure,  when  a 
particular  church,  like  Romilh  Babylon,  comes  to  be 
wholly  corrupt,  then  that  rule  for  feparation  will  hold. 
Come  out  from  among  them^  my  people.  This  was  what 
juftified  our  glorious  Reformation  from  Popery.  In  this 
cafe,  it  is  not  a  finful  feparating  from  the  church  of  God, 
but  a  dutiful  feparating  from  the  chapel  of  the  devil. 
And  I  own,  that  as  malteta  ftatvdat  ^refent  in  the  church 
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of  Scotland,  we  feem  to  be  on  the  very  brink  of  a  fchifm : 
but,  whatever  tendernefs  I  defire  to  Ihow  to  weak  con- 
fciences,  in  many  circumftances,  I  have  never  as  yet, 
feen  ground  to  preach  feparation  *,  whatever  ground  I 
fee  to  teftify  againfl:  the  corruptions  and  defections  of  the 
day,  I  hope  God  hath  not  yet  left  the  houfe  ;  he  is  yet 
to  be  found  in  thefe  galleries  of  his  houfe,  the  ordinances 
of  his  worfhip.  Mean  time,  I  have  a  concern  particular- 
ly for  thefe  that  are  mourning  over  the  defeftions  and 
defilements  of  the  houfe,  and  keeping  the  cleaned  rooms 
they  can  find  therein,  and  whofe  lot  is  to  have  officers 
obtruded  upon  them,  and  have  not  the  gofpel,  but  the 
law,  or  mere  moral  harangues,  preached  to  thq:m;  and  I 
defire  to  pray  they  may  be  direfted  to  their  duty  in  au 
evil  day.     This  leads  me  to 

A  word  of  lamentation,  which  is  the. next  ufe  I  would- 
make  of  the  dodlrine.  Even  on  a  communion  day, 
when  we  are  holding  communion  in  the  houfe  of  God, 
we  may  lament  the  diforders  and  irregularities  therein, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  houfe.  Surely  the  houfe  of 
God  in  our  day  is  a  ruinous  houfe,  and  needs  to  be  re- 
paired and  reformed.  If  this  be  the  law  of  the  houfe, 
that  every  member,  every  part,  every  room  of  the  houfe 
be  moft  holy;  then  furely  ttie  law  of  the  houfe  is  broken 
and  violate  in  our  day ;  for  we  may  fee  the  reverfe  of 
this  law,  even  unholinefs,  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain, 

*  Our  Author,  at  this  lime,  was  not  lb  dear  for  withdrawing  fiom  the  pre- 
fent  Judicatories,  as  he  afterwards  came  to  be.  And,  indeed,  all  the  habile 
methods  had  fcarcely  as  yet  been  ufed  within  doors,  by  Reprefentations,  Pe- 
titions, Remonlhances.  Eixpoft illations,  and  ProieAaiions :  but  when  ail  thefe 
were  ufed  to  no  valuable  purpofe,  and  a  deaf  ear  lent  to  them  ;  nay,  fenrcnces 
inflidlcd  for  fo  doing,  he  (aw  juft  ground  to  withdraw  from  the  prefcnt  conupt 
Judicatories,  while  carrying  on  a  courfe  of  Jefcflion  ;  but  never  did  feparate 
from  the  church  of  Scotland  in  her  Conftituiion.  We  have  his  full  fentiments 
on  this  head,  in  his  SecefHon  from  the  Judicatories,  about  five  ye^rs  after  tlys  : 
in  which,  after  dating  the  nature  and  grounds  of  his  SecefHon,  we  have  thefe 
words ;  **  So  that,  (fays  our  Author,  adopting  the  fentiments  of  an  eminent 
"  Light  in  this  church)  here  is  no  fcparaticn  from  the  church  of  Scotland,  ei- 
"  iher  in  her  dt  clriue,  worfhip,  difcipline,  or  government ;  but  rather  a  clcav- 
"  in;?:  more  clofely  thereto,  by  departing  or  going  forth  from  her  backflidings 
"  and  defc^lions,  as  we  are  commanded  by  the  Lord,  and  from  fome  Judicato- 
**  rics,  becaufe  of  thefe  ;  and  only  a  negative,  pafllve,  and  conditional  wiih- 
**  drawing  ;  net  importing  any  refoluiion  never  to  join  with^  them  in  any  cir- 
•*  curr.ftancc,  but  a  prefent  refufing  to  follow  the  Reclining  part  of  ihe  church, 
"  while  carrying  on  thefe  defe(5lions,  and  a  choofiug  rather  to  ftand  f^ill  and 
**  cleave  to  that  part,  though  fmallcr,  that  18  endeavouring  to  retain  and  main- 
"  :ain  a  covenanted  Reformation."  ^ 
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and  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about.  Behold,  this 
is  tho  fad  ftate  of  the  houfe  :  and,  fince  you  cannot  be 
duly  concerned  with  knowing  the  circumftances  of  it,  I 
Ihall  hint  a  little  at  the  vlfible  defedls  of  the  vifible  part 
of  the  houfe  among  us. 

I.  Oh!  where  is  perfonal  holinefs  (to  begin  at  home) 
among  the  vifible  memenibers  of  the  houfe  !  The  law 
of  faith,  or  the  covenant  of  grace,  proclaiming  accefs  to 
the  moll  holy  place,  is  the  law  of  the  houfe  ;  and  yet, 
alas!  how  little  faith  is  in  the  houfe!  how  litcle  believing 
or  entering  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  pf  Jefus  !  The 
law  of  love,  or  moral  law,  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  is  the 
law  of  the  houfe;  but,  Oh!  how  little  love  to  God  or 
man  iffuing  from  that  faith  !  Does  not  iniquity  abound, 
and  the  love  of  many  wax  cold?  There  is  little  to  be  feen 
of  faith's  working  by  love,  but  much  to  be  feen  of 
hatred  working  by  unbelief.— It  is  the  law  of  that  houfe, 
that  we  love  one -another  ;  but,  behold,  how  many  arc 
devouring  one  -  another,  through  malice,  envy,  pride, 
and  contention! — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  more  parti- 
cularly, that  we  have  no  other  god  but  the  moft  holy  God, 
that  we  perform  no  other  worfhip,  but  moft  holy  worfhip; 
that  we  reverence  his  name,  as  the  moft  holy  name ; 
that  we  fanfilify  his  Sabbath,  for  a  moft  holy,  reft  all  the 
day.-'— It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  we  be  moft  holy  in 
every  relative  capacity  and  Ration ;  that  we  be,  accord- 
ing to  our  place,  holy  magiftrates,  holy  minifters,  holy 
parents,  holy  children,  holy  mafters,  holy  fervants. — 
It  is  tTie  law  of  the  houfe,  that  there  be  no  murder,  in 
thought,  word,  or  deed :  no  whoredom,  in  thought, 
word,  or  deed ;  no  falfe  witneffes,  no  covetous  heart  in 
the  houfe  ;  nothing  but  the  moft  holy  place,  and  the 
moft  holy  people  :  but,  ah  !  where  is  the  fpirit  of  holi- 
nefs ?  Where  is  the  exercifes  of  holy  graces,  holy  faith, 
holy  love,  holy  penitency  ?  Where  is  holy  preaching, 
holy  hearing,  holy  fmging,  holy  praying,  holy  commu- 
nicating, holy  walking  ?  I  fuppofe,  when  matters  are 
thoroughly  canvafled,  and  ferioufly  confidered,  there  i» 
Jittle  to  be  found  among  us,  but  unholy  thoughts,  un- 
holy words,  unholy  afilions ;  and  little  holy  lamenting 
over  our  unholinefs.     A.savn, 

X.  If 
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2.  If  we  look  to  the  public,  may  v/e  not  find  matter 
of  lamentation  ?  While  it  is  the  law  of  the  houfe  of  the 
God  of  heaven,  that  nothing  be  done  therein  but  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  God  of  heaven  ;  yet  many  things 
are  done  contrary  to  his  will. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  houfe  be  kept  in  repair,  and  do  not  ly  wafle  ; 
but,  behold  the  walls  are  broken  down,  and  the  carved 
•work  demolifhed. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  none 
be  reckoned  members  of  the  family  but  thefe  that  are 
a  holy  nation,  a  royal  priefthood,  a  fpi ritual  people, 
I  Pet.  ii.  9.;  at  lead,  with  reference  to  the  vifible  church, 
that  they  have  a  vifible  and  credible  profeflion:  it  is  not 
thefe  that  have  worldly  lordfhips,  lairdflilps,  and  heri- 
tages, that  have,  upon  this  account,  any  title  to  be  the 
members  of  Chrifl's  fpiritual  houfe  and  kingdom  ;  for, 
his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world;  his*  houfe  is  diftintt 
therefrom  :  fuch  may  be  members  of  God's  houfe,  but 
not  as  they  are  lords,  lairds,  heritors,  gentles,  nobles ; 
fomc  fuch  may  be  called  of  God  into  his  houfe,  but, 
"  Not  many  noble,  not  many  great  men  are  called," 
I  Cor.  i.  26.  Not  many  Hocked  with  worldly  riches,  or 
worldly  wifdom  :  yet  fuch,  under  the  name  of  heritors, 
if  they  be  but  Proteftants  in  profefTion,  though  they  were 
Pagans  in  praftice,  feerp,  in  our  day,  to  be  declared 
members  of  God's  fpiritual  houfe.  But,  notwithftanding, 
it  is  the  law  of  the  houfe  of  God,  Afts  i.  ^3.  26.  vi.  3. 
xiv.  23.  as  xs«poTfl»«r*»Tgj,  the  original  word  here  demon- 
Itrates,  that  only  the  true  member  of  the  family,  wherein 
every  member  is  a-mafter,  a  king,  and  a  prieft  to  his  God, 
fliould  chufe  out  frorn  among  them,  by  common  fufFragc, 
the  fervants  and  officers  of  the  houfe.  And,  indeed,  it  is 
the  law  of  every  houfe,  that  no  fervant  be  obtruded  upon 
them  by  foreigners,  againft  the  mind  of  the  houfe,  or 
againft  the  will  of  the  family  ;  much  more  is  it  the  law  of 
God's  houfe,  that  neither  prince,  patron,  nor  heritor,  as 
denominate  only  from  their  temporal  eftate,  ftiould  have 
power  over  God's  fpiritual  houfe,  in  chuling  and  eledling 
of  their  fpiritual  fervants  and  officers,  to  the  excluding  of 
the  voice  and  vote  of  the  proper  members  of  the  family  : 
yet  this  law  of  the  houfe  is  manifeftly  violated  by  fope 

Vol.  V.  t  X  ^a^s^ 
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late  A6\s  in  our  day*. — Again,  it  is  the  law  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel  be  maintained  with  zeal, 
and  damnable  doftrine  be  rejefled  with  indignation;  yet, 
how  much  hath  gofpel-do'::\rine  been  condemned  and 
darkened  in  our  dayf ;  and  damnable  dodlrine,  fuch  as 
that  of  Arianifm,  llenderly  cenfufedj;  and  many  cor- 
ruptions in  doftrine  either  looked  over  and  tolerated,  or 
not  fufficiently  teflified  againft,  and  that  in  a  time  when 
the  houfe  within  is  polluted  with  a  boundlefs  toleration 
of  errors  without  doors  ? — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that 
the  oath  of  God  be  inviolably  maintained,  and  nothing 
contrary  to  it  be  admitted  or  allowed;  yet,  how  have 
our  folemn  oaths  to  the  great  God  and  Mailer  of  the 
houfe,  viz.  our  Covenants,  both  national  and  foleraa 
league,  been  foiemnly  violate,  broken,  burnt,*  and  bu- 
ried,  and  a  multitude  of  fmful  and  unnecefTary  oaths 
received  and  allowed  in  the  room  thereof? — It  is  the  law 
of  the  houfe,  that  the  worihip  of  God  be  moft  holy,  and 
agreeable  to  the  word  and  will  of  God  ;  and  that  no 
threfhold  be  fet  up  befide  his  threfliold,  and  pofts  by  his 
pofts,  Ezek.  liv.  8.  And  yet  behold  abjured  fuperftitious 
worfhip,  andEnglifh  Popifli  ceremonies  fet  up  in  feveral 
places  of  the  nations  ;  and  the  guilt  hereof  is  chargeable 
upon  the  houfe,  in  as  far  as  it  is  not  duly  regretted,  and 
fo  far  as  pofiible  remedied. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  difolpline  therein  do  not  degenerate  into  cruelty 
towards  the  children  of  the  family;  and  yet,  what  ground 
to  complain,  in  our  day  of  ecclefiattical  tyranny  exercif- 
ed  towards  the  people  of  God,  in  fettling  many  con- 
gregations? And  thus  Ghrift,  in  his  members,  is  wound- 
ed in  the  houfe  of  his  friends,   and  his   poor  defpifed 

*  Our  Author  here,  without  Joubt,  has  his  eye  upon  the  ASl  of  Parliament 
mriwe  in  the  loth  ytixr  of  Q^  Anie's  rcij»n,  Reftoring  Parronage  ;  and  the  AS  of 
AlVr'^-:biy,  1732,  crncornlnj»  the  Plauiiig  of  Vacant  C'lurches.  Though  it  bs 
coi.lbnant  both  to  fcriptuie  and  reason,  and  the  pra<5licc  of  ihe  chiirc'i  of  Scot- 
I^ml,  fince  ilic  Rcformraion,  that  the  Lord's  neople,  or  mnltiiude  of  diiciflw, 
h.iv?  a  ri jht  to  choofc  their  Ipiritual  gn'.tles,  (Acb  i.  23.  26  vi.  3.  xiv.  zt,.)  jtl 
ihefe  a-fls  denudes  the  Chriftian  p«o|)ie  of  this  lib^Tty  to  eleft  their  fpiritujil 
overfeers  ;  the  tirft  b/  lodj^ing  the  power  (oleiy  in  the  har.ds  of  th?  patron ; 
and  the  next,  by  veiling  heritors  and  elders  with  the  alone  right  of  clc^ou. 

t  It  is  probable,  cur  Author  means  the  Adls  of  Affembly,  Annls  1720, 1722, 
condemning  the  dortrine  of  the  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity.  See  above*  VoLI. 
p.  232.  Vol.  11.  p.  3'^4,  305. 

J  This  hath  a  reference  to  the  Procefs  againd  Profeflbr  Sunfon,  •  formerly 
htkHy  cJc:ircd  up,  Vol.  11.  ^.  <\G6.  No\AM ,  \j.  \^^, 
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pec'ple  obliged  to  fay  of  the  watchmen, ''  They  fmote  rae, 
they  wounded  me,  they  took  away  my  vail  from  me." — 
It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  the  government  therein 
be  beautiful,   orderly,   and  holy  ;    and   that  the  feveral 
under-governors  of  the  houfe  have  an  orderly  walk  and 
converfation,  both  in  their  pri^rate  families  and  in  their 
public  managements  ;  and  that  they  be  clean  that  bear 
the  veffels  of  the  Lord:  yet,  how  many  eficers  and  elders- 
in  the  church  live  very  loofly,  and  neglect  the  worfliip 
of  God  in  their  families  ?    And  fomc  of  them  fit  in  our 
National  Aflemblies,  that  yet  juin  with  the  Church  of 
England  in  their  fuperftitious  worfliip,  when  in  that  na- 
tion, to  the  reproach  of  the  Prelbyterial  profclSon. — It  is 
the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  falls  and  thankfgivings  be  ap- 
pointed thei'ein,  when  providence  calls  for  it;   and  yet, 
how  is  this  turned  into  difuetude,  and  the  church  lofing 
ground  and  feeniing  to  give  up  with,  inftead  of  aflerting. 
and  exerting  her  intrihfic  power;  and  feemingly  furren- 
dering  it  to  the  hand  of  the  civil  magillrate,  whofe  power 
ought  not  to  be  privative,  bat  cumulative,  in  this  matter? 
Secular  power,  and  fpiritual,  in  a  Ghriltian  land,  ought  to 
be  fweetly  fubfervient  one  to  another,  but  ought  not  to  be 
blended  or  confounded  together,  nor  dellruftive  one  of 
another. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  the  Lord  and 
King  of  the  houfe  be  exalted,  and  that  his  royal  head- 
fliip  and  fovereignty  be  afferted,  in  oppofition  to  all  that 
affurac  to  themfelves  a  fovereignty,  in  all  caufes,  civil 
or  ecclefiallical  *;  yet  this  duty  hath  been  fearfully  ne- 
gledled,  and  the  Lord  of  the  Iioufe  many  ways  affronted 
in  his  own  family. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  fince 
God  orders  his  own  children  to  plead  with  their  mother, 
when  any  confufion  takes  place  in  the  family,  in  order 
to  the  redreifing  of  what  is  grievous ;  that  the  mother 
3-egard  the  pleading,  and  redrefs  accordingly  :  and  yet, 
when  the  children  have,  done  fo  in  our  day,  flie  hath 
given  a  deaf  ear,  and  deeper  wounds  •]•»  inftead  of  favour- 

*  Alluding  to  the  wicked  A<ftof  Supremacy,mad;Anno  t66t,  afcer  CharlcsII.'s 
Refl^raiion,  declaring  him  head  over  all  peifons,  and  in  all  caufes,  civ.-l  and 
et  cltjfiadic.  InconH/ient  both  with  the  Scriptures  and  our  Standards.  See  Cont\ 
Fait'i,  ch  30.  §.  I,  2.  ch.  15.  §.  6.  ch.  23.  J.  3.  wiib  tlie  Scriptures  quoted. 

i*  Our  Author  here,  no  doubt,  alludes  borh  to  the  condad  of  the  AlfemhJy, 
Anni*  1  720,  1732.-6/  the  firft  (vii.  1720.),  the  AlTcmbly,  by  their  fifth  Atll, 
concerning  the  Marrow,  condemn  a  bundle  of  ^\o^C\Uotv^»  v«\vi\TW5\«^  ^v^^^- 

X  i  "^i^^ 
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able  anfwers.  O,  if  this  may  fet  them  a-pleading  with 
their  Father  in  heaven,  who  hath  faid,  **•  When  he  builds 
up  Zion,  he  will  appear  in  his  glory,  and  he  will  regard 
the  prayer  of  the  deftitute,  and  notdefpife  their  prayer: 
this  fliall  he  written  for  the  generations  to  come,  and  the 
people  which  Ihall  be  created  fhall  praife  the  Lord/* — ^In 
a  word,  it  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,  that  there  be  no  fchifm 
nor  divifion  there,  becaufe,  "  A  houfe  divided  againft  it- 
felf  cannot  (land  ;"  and  yet,  how  many  divifions  take 
place  ?  And,  how  many  grounds  are  daily  laying  down 
for  fchifm,  and  matter  of  offence  given  by  multiplied  re- 
ceffions  from  reformation-principles  andpr^ftices?  **  Of- 
fences muft  come,  but  wo  to  them  by  whom  they  come." 
It  were  endlefs  to  fpeakof  all  the  particulars  wherein  the 
law  of  the  houfe  is  violate ;  only  thefe  afe  fome  of  the  moft 
obvious  to  me,  which  I  fpeakof  as  matter  of  lamentation, 
that  ye  may  know  on  what  account  you  need  to  be  con- 
cerned for  the  houfe  of  God,  and  to  pray 'for  the  welfare 
of  Jerufalem,  and  the  reparation  of  her  walls. 

This  is  the  date  of  the  houfe  vifible  in  our  day.  Upon 
the  top  of  the  mountain^  the  V)bole  limit  thereof y  is  be* 
come  moft  unholy:  behold,- this  is  the  ftate  of  the  houfe. 
And  yet,  for  all  this,  there  remains  fome  good  thing  in 
the  church  of  Scotland,  notwithftanding  all  the  evils 
that  tako  place  :  As, 

I.  There  is  a  goodly  number  yet  of  worthy,  faitWul, 
and  able  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  whereof  fome,  perhaps, 
are  but  betrayed  by  the  power  of  temptation,  and  the 
ftrength  of  carnal  reafoning,  to  fall  in  with  thefe  mea- 
fures  in  the  Lord's  houfe,  which,  after  calm  and  fedate 
confideration,  they -will  be  loth  to  juftify,  and  will  be 
forry  for :   therefore,  * 

tTines  of  the  grcateft  importance.  "Which  con«fii£l,  induced  fevJ^ral  minifters, 
among  whom  nir  Author  was  one,  lo  give  in  a  Reprefentation  to  ihc  AffcmWy 
17  21,  fertinjT  forth,  That  it  appeared  to  ihcm,  that  the  forefaid  condemiatory 
aft  and  fenrence  wounded  many  gofpel-truths;  yet  the  affcmbly  17^2,  though 
pariJy  convinced  of  the  fad,  were  fo  far  fiom  repealing  the  AA  1720,  that 
they,  by  their  feventh  A£l,  rather  farther  explained,  corroborated,  and  con- 
firmed the  Paid  fifih  Acl,  and  fo  oave  a  deeper  wound  to  truth.  Sec  VdJ.  I.  p.  232. 
Vol.  II.  p.  304. — The  afifemhly  1732,  not  only  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  llie  Reprefjpn- 
tations  and  Petitions  that  weie  prefciitcd  to  ther.i,  for  the  Redrefs  of  Grievan- 
ces, but  utterly  rcjcfted  them  ;  and  gave  deeper  wounds,  by  their  AA  lodging 
ihe  fole  power  of  elcftion  of  mmifttts  livto  the  hands  of  a  coojunA  meetlug  of 
bcntois  and  elders.    Sccxkbo\c,  ^.  19"^. 
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2.  Th^re  are  not  a  few  yet,  who  are,  and  will  be 
witneffes  for  God,  again II  all  the  corruptions  of  the 
Lord's  houfe,  and  ready  to  give  their  teftimony  againft 
the  defections  of  the  day  wherein  we  live. 

3.  There  are  pure  ordinances  adminiftered  in  the 
hotjfe:  the  word  and  facraments  adminiftered  according 
to  the  gofpel-inftitution ;  and  the  doflrine  of  the  gofpel 
preached  in  purity. 

^.  There  are  fome  figns  and  evidences  now  and  then 
of  the  Lord's  prefence  in  thefe  ordinances,  and  of  his 
power  in  the  fandtuary,  reviving  and  ftrengthening  the 
hearts  of  his .  hidden  ones,  and  bringing  them  to  the 
chambers  of  the  King,  even  to  the  holy  of  holies,  under 
the  covert  of  the  blood  of  Jefiis. 

This  leads  me  to  an  Ufe  of  Examination,  for  trying 
wli^ther  or  nut  ye  be  fuch  members  of  the  houfe  of  God, 
as  have  been  privileged  with  accefs  to  the  invifible  part 
of  the  houfe,  the  moft  holy  place  ;  and  what  eiFedl  this 
has  wrought  upon  you,  to  make  you  holy,  as  the  Lord 
your  God  is  holy. 

i/ir,  Have  you  been  admitted  to  the  moft  holy  place? 
Have  you  got  bolcjnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  at  this  occafion,  or  formerly  ?  If  fo,  then 
I  wilj  tell  you, 

1.  You  have  loft  all  Ijoldnefs  and  confidence  in  the 
flefli,  Phil.  iii.  3.;  all  confidence  in  yourfelf,  all  confi- 
dence in  your  own  righteoufnefs  and  worthiness :  nothing 
keeps  you  in  countenance  before  God,  but  your  view  of 
the  worthinefs  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus.     Again, 

2.  What  w^y  g«t  you  into  the  holy  place,  or  into  the 
prefence  of  the  moft  holy  God.  Surely  it  is  not  without 
blood.  Can  you  fay,  that  you  was  carried  into  the  holieft, 
as  it  were,  in  a  chariot  paved  with  love,  and  the  covering 
thereof  was  purple  ?  Can  you  fay,  I  faw  fbmcthing  like 
a  rainbow  ^bout  the  throne  of  grace,  and  not  only  a  pur- 
ple covering  over  iny  head,  but  alfo  a  purple  pavement 
under  my  feet ;  a  plgafant  pavement,  laid  partly  with 
the  white  marble  of  the  love  of  God,  and  partly  with 
the  red  marble  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and,  upon  this 
pavement,  laid  before  juc  in  the  gofpel,  my  l\^^^\.^^xx 

X  3  ^^^- 
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forward  to  the  moft  holy  place;  and  I  faw  that  the  mod 
holy  God  was  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrill,  a  well-pleafcd 
Gud  in  Chrilh 

3.  Have  you  feen  that  the  holy  of  holies  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  throne  of  grace,  having  grace  above  it,  and  grace 
beneath  it,  and  grace  round  about  it ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  moll  holy  place  is  a  place  meet  for  you  to  come 
to,  meet  for  you  to  reft  in  ;  for  you,  unworthy  you, 
that  cannot  be  faved  any  other  way  but  by  grace,  free 
grace,  venting  thro'  that  blood  of  Jefus  ? 

4.  Have  you  I'cenin  that  lioly  place,  that  the  proraifes 
of  God  are  all  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrift;  that  they  are 
t!ic  New  Teftament  in  his  blood  ;  and  that,  therefjre, 
t:\jtry  proniife  is  fure,  behig  dipt  in  blood,  fealed  with 
blood,  with  jufiice-fatisfying  blood  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
juilice  requires,  as  v/ell  as  mercy,  that  they  be  acccm- 
plUlied  ? 

2^/y,  What  fanftifying  effoft  hath  this  accefs  to  the 
inoil  holy  place  had  upon  you  ?  Do  you  find  yourfelf 
more  fweetly  bound  to  univei  fal  liolincfs  ?  Why,  fay 
you,  I  find  myfelf  under  an  obligation  to  be  a  mod  ho- 
ly psrfon  ;  becaufe,  I  think,  I  have  been  admitted,  in 
I'ome  refpedl,  to  tlie  moll  holy  place :  but  I  tremble  to 
think  of  what  you  are  now  to  fay,  bccaufe  I  find  the  la- 
mentable want  of  holinefs,  and  cannot,  think  you  will 
give  me  a  mark  that  will  argue  my  being  holy  ;  and 
ifjcrcft^rc  fear  my  accefs  to  the  h(»ly  place,  that  fonie- 
tlmes  I  thought  1  had,  to  be  but  delufion.  I  rauft  tell 
you, 

I.  If  you  have  been  in  the  moll  holy  place,  and  got 
fome  holy  impreffions  there,  then  ye  will  fee  yourfelf  to 
be  moR  vile;  when  Job  was  let  in  to  the  mofl;  holy  place, 
then  he  cries  out,  Behold^  I  am  vilc^  chap.  xl.  4.  It  is 
a  fight  of  the  holy  God  that  makes  us  to  fee  ourfelves 
to  be  unholy  creatures.  You  that  value  yourfelves  as 
good  and  holy,  you  have  never  feen  a  holy  God  in  the 
face  :  but  thou  that  hateft  thyfelf,  and  lothcfl  thyfelf  as 
an  unlioly  creature,  faying,  "  Truth,  Lord,  I  am  a  dog: 
fo  fooiifh  I  am,  and  ignorant;  I  am  as  a  beall  before 
ti^ee;"  thou  art  a  holy  perfon. 

?.  Try  your  hoWntfe  by  ^  c^t^v^T^  or  two  ;  What  is 
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your  defire  ?  Is  it,  O  to  be  holy !  O  to  be  like  unto  Chrill! 
— What  is  your  hope?    Do  yc^u  love  to  think  of  getting 
to  heaven,  b,ecaufe  there  you  will  be  like  him,  by  feeing 
him  as  he  is? — What  is  your  delight  and  love?   Can  you 
fay  you  love  the  law,  becaufe  it  is  a  holy  law,   and  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  law  of  love  ? — What  is  your  lamentation? 
Is  it,  Oh  !  unholy  fmner  that  I  am?  **  O  wretched  man 
that  I  am!  who  fliall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?" — What  is  your  how  long?  Is  it,  *^  O  how  long 
fliall  I  f  >journ  in  Mefech,  and  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Ke- 
dar!'' — What  is   your  regard  to  the  law  of  the  houfe  ? 
Are  you  grieved  to  fee  that  it  is  violate  by  yourfelf  and 
others  ? — What  is  your  regard  to  the  members  of  the 
houfe  ?    Do  you  love  the  faints,  becaufe  they  are  holy  ? 
Some  chufe  a  drinking  club  and  cabal  before  the  com- 
pany of  the  godly  that  lay  them  under  a  rellraint;  but  is 
your  delight  with   the  fiiiuts,   the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth? — Again,  what  is  your  regard  to  the  Lord  of  the 
houf>:  ?  Can  you  fay  from  the  bottom  of  your  foul,  tliat, 
however  unholy  you  are,  yet  you  love  him  becaufe  he  is 
holy,   and  can  rejoice  in  him  as  a  holy   God  that  hates 
fm?  This  is  a  fweet  mark  that  you  have  been  in  the  ho- 
ly place,  and  got  the  print  of  God's  holinefs  ftamped  en 
your  foul.  A  hypocrite  may  love  God  becaufe  he  is  good 
and  merciful,   but  I  do  not   think  be  cart  love  him,  be- 
caufe he  is  a  holy   God  that  hates  fin.     Is  that  the  lan- 
gua^^e  of  thy  foul,  *^  O  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance 
I  of  his  holinefs?" — In  a  word,  what  is  thy  refolution  thro' 
grace?  Is  it,  that  you  will  endeavour,  in  his  firength,  to 
glorify  God  by  a  holy  walk,   and  5'et  arc  you  feared  to 
r;;fi:  on  your  refolutions,   and  therefore  turn  your  refolu- 
lions  to  prayers,   faying,  **  Lord,  let  thy  hand  be  upon 
the  man  of  thy  right-hand,   the  Son  of  man  whom  thou 
hall  made  ftrong  for  thyfelf,  and  henceforth  we  v;ill  not 
go  back?"     After  trial,  fee  your  duty.        » 

My  laft  ufe  therefore,  fliall  be  by  way  of  exb<^rtatior. 
I.  To  thefe  who  are  without  the  houfe.  2.  To  thofe 
who  have  been  admitted  into  the  holy  place. 

j/>.  To  you  that  are  without  the  houfe,  that  arc  net 
members  of  God's  family,  b\it  are  unb^lkM^t^*    "^  ^^- 
^  X4  V^^^ 
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hort  you  to  come  into  the  houfe  of  God  ;  "  For  without 
aredogs,"  unholy  dogs,  Rev.  :^xii.  15.  Why,  may  fome 
think,  are  you  calling  us  to  come  into  the  houfe,  where 
there  are  fo  many  dil'orders,  as  you  have  been  mention- 
ing ?    It  is  bcft  to  Hay  without  doors  :    why,  man,  wo- 
man, when  I  call  you  to  come  into  the  houfe  of  God, 
it  is,  not  only  to  the  outer  houfe,  but  to  come  into  the 
mod  holy  place,  and  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  faith  ; 
that  is,  conic  to  God  in  Chritt.     The  outer  houfe  is  only 
the  vifihle  church,  and  the  vifiblc  glory  is  indeed  much 
defaced  in  our  day;  hut  there  is  an  invifible  part  of  the 
Ijoufc,  the  moft  holy  place,  that  we  call  you  to  come  to: 
not   to   an  outward  viftblc  profcflion  only ;    not  to  out- 
ward ordinances   only;  for,    by  your  being  within  the 
walls  of  the  houfe,  you  are  feemingly  come  there  alrea- 
dy :  but  you  may  be  vifible  church-members^  and  come 
to  ordinances  and  facraments,  and  yet  llrangera  to  God, 
if  you  have  never  come   in  to  the  moft  holy  place  by 
ouming  in  to  God  in  Chrift.     And,  Oh  !  why  ftand  you 
without  doors,  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  houfe,  invit- 
ing all  to  come  in  !  lie  v.  xxii.  17.     Let  me  tell  you, 
while  you  ftay  without  doors,  you   are  without  hope, 
and  VvMthout  God  in  the  world  ;  neither  fellow  citizens 
wlch  the  faints,  nor  of  the  houlhold  of  God  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe :    and  the  vifible  outward  advantages  you  enjoy, 
while  you  are  only  in  the  outer  court,  will  aggravate  your 
condemnation  if  ye  come  not  in,     I  muft  tell  you,  while 
you  arc  not  within  the  houfe,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  you  arc 
not  under  the  lav/,  Tbe  law  of  the  boufc ;   I  mean,  the 
law  of  faith  and  love,  but  under  the  law  of  works,  .and 
fo  under  the  curfe  ;  for,  *'  Curfed  is  everyone  that con- 
tinueth  not  in  ail  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to 
do  them."     The  wrath  of  God  abides  on  you,  while  you 
abide  in  unbelief,  without  coming  in  to  the  Surety,  and 
clofing  with  his  law-biding  righteoufnefs.     While  you 
come  not  in  to  the  moft  holy  place,  you  remain  in  a  moft 
unholy  ftate  and  way ;  for,  it  is  this  holy  place  that  makes 
a  holy  people :  Chrift  is  the  true  temple,  the  holy  place, 
the  houfe  where  God  dwells  ;  and  bow  can  you  fee  God, 
if  you  come  not  to  his  houfe  ?   How  can  you  fpcak  with 
God^  if  you  come  not  to  his  houfe  ?  How  can  you  uraw 
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up  acquaintance  with  him,  or  attain  conformity  to  him  ? 
If  you  do  not-  behold  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Clirift,  you  can  never  be  changed  into  his  image,  from 
glory  to  glory.  Without  coming  to  Chritt,  you  fliall  ne- 
ver have  holinefs;  and  without  holinefs,  you  Ihall  sever 
fee  God  in  heaven. 

Gonfider,  O  fianer,  The  law  of  the  houfe,  with  refer- 
ence to  you  that  are  without. — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  door  be  open  for  all  comers;  **  Whofoever  will, 
let  him  come." — It  is  the  law  of  the  houfe,that  all- comers 
fliall  be  welcome;  "  He  that  cometh,  I  will  in  iiowife  caft 
out." — It  is  the  law  of' the  houfe,  that  all  that  come  in 
fhall  be  children  of  the  family;  *'  We  are  the  children  of 
God  i)y  faith  in  Chrill:  Without  are  dogs,"  but  withia 
are  children. — It  is  the  law  of  the  hbufe,  that  no  cbjedion 
be  fuftained  as  lawful  againft  your  coming  into  Ghrift,  or 
to  thc'moll  holy  place;  for  the  law  of  grace  is  calculate, 
of  infinite  wifdom,  for  anfwering  every  obje<5tit>n  :  it  it 
not  lawful  to  objcfl:  any  thing  againll  coming  into  the 
holy  place.  Fear  of  God's  infinite  juftice  is  no  lawful 
cbjedtion  ;  for,  here  is  a  facrifice,  fatisfying  juftice* 
Your  great  fin  and  guilt  is  no  lawful  objeftion;  for, 
here  is  guilt-expiating  blood.  Your  total  wurt  of  all 
good  in  yourfelf,  is. no  lawful  objedtion  ;  for,  here  is  ail 
fulnefs  to  fupply  you.  Your  unworthinefs  \%  no  lawful 
objeftion  ;  for,  the  worthinefs  of  the  Lamb  ia  the  only 
thing  that  is  regarded  in  the  moft  holy  plaqe.  Your 
poverty  is  no  lawful  objcdlion;  for,  here  are  the  un- 
fearchable  riches  of  Chritt,  both  to  pay  your  debts,  and 
bear  your  charges.  Your  rags  and  nakedncfs  is  ftolawr 
ful  objeftion ;  for,  here  is  the  robe  of  .righteoufnefe  Xa 
cover  you,  that  the  fliame  of  your  nakednefs  may  not  ap- 
}^ar.  Your  fear  of  God's  having  Ibme  fecret  purpof^  a- 
gaintt  you,  is  no  lawful  objeftion,  but  a  horrid  thought; 
for,  The  law  of  the  houfe  make^  nothing  but  God'$  re» 
vealed  will  your  rule*  Your  weaknefs  and  inability  \^ 
no  lawful  objedtion;  for,  *'  Strength  and  beauty  are  ii 
his  fanftuary ;  ftnength  is  within  his  holy  place,**  to  which 
you  are  called  to  come ;  and  drawing  power  n  put  in  tb^ 
promife,  fuch  as  that,  "  When  I  am  lifted  up.  I  will  draw 
all  men  after  me,"  thatycu  may  tike  hi$hid!?>aT3iilAQk. 
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to  his  proniifed  power  and  grace.  Your  unholinefs  is  no 
lawful  objedlion  ;  for,  you  are  invited  to  come  to  the 
moll  holy  place,  that  you  may  be  incorporated  aniongil 
the  moft  holy  people.  In  a  word,  diftance  is  no  lawful 
objection  ;  for,  the  moft  holy  place  is  at  hand;  fince  you 
cannot  go  up  to  the  holy  of  holies,  the  holy  of  holies  is 
come  down  to  you:  it  is  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about.  "  Behold,  the  ta- 
bernacle of  G;)d  is  with  men."  And  the  queftion  is,  Do 
you  welcome  a  Jefus,  that  is  come  to  you  in  the  gofpel, 
to  make  you  holy  as  well  as  happy  for  ever?  Can  your 
heart  fay,  **  Bleiled  is  he  that  conieth  in  the  name  of  the 
L'>rd?"  It  is  one  good  way  of  coming  to  him,  to  wel- 
come his  coming  to  you.  Is  there  an  echo  in  your  heart? 
When'he  fays,  Sinner,  come  thou  to  me;  does  your  heart 
fay.  Lord,  come  thou  to  me,  for  I  cannot  come  to  thee 
without  I  be  drawn  ?  When  he  cries,  Gome;  and  you 
try,  Gjme;  ye  are  not  far  from  meeting  together.  Well, 
finner,  the  djor  is  open,  O  tarry  not  till  the  door  be 
fhut.  "  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  mf 
falvation.*'  Say  not.  To-morrow,  thou  fool,  left  this 
night  thy  foul  be  required  of  thee,  and  then  to  all  eter- 
nity you  Ihall  not  have  another  offer.  O  may  the  arm  of 
power  accompany  the  offer  of  grace,  in  the  evening  of  a 
communion-day  ! 

idly^  J  would  clofe  with  a  word  to  you  that  have  been, 
either  now  or  formerly  drawn  in  to  the  moft  holy  place  : 
furely  it  is  your  duty  to  he  a  moft  holy  people;  for,  uni- 
vcrfal  holinefs  is  the  law  of  the  houfe;  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about.  I  flioulJ 
exhort  add  diredt  you  in  a  word. 

O  Sirs,  are  you  come  into  the  fanftuary  of  God  ?  O 
then,  put  off  your  fhoes;  for  the  plaoe  whereon  you  ftand 
is  h:>ly  ground!  Put  off  your  filthy  Ihoes,  for  the  jroora  cjf 
the  houfe  you  have  entered  into  is  a  clean  room,  a  holy 
place  ;  the  Lord  of  the  houfe  is  moft  holy.  Holinefs  is 
the  name  of  God;  he  is  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael.  Holinefs 
is  the  will  of  God;  *'  This  is  the  will  of  God,  even  your 
fanftification."  Holinefs  is  the  work  of  God;  and,  *'  You 
are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 
irorks.''     Holinefs  is  the  nature  of  God  ;  and  you  are 
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made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.  Hclinefs  is  the 
glory  of  God:  and  he  is  glorious  in  holinefs. 

Confider,  the  houfe  of  God  is  a  holy  houfe,  and  the 
church  is  not  God's  houfe,  but  in  fo  far  as  it  is  holy. 
His  word  \z  a  holy  word;  his  ordinances  are  holy  ordi- 
nances; his  table  is  a  holy  table  ;  and,  *'  Holinefs  be- 
Cometh  his  houfe  for  ever/' 

Confider  the  beauty  of  holinefs:  the  beauty,  of  faces  is 
but  Ikin-deep,  a  rotting  beauty ;  the  beauty  of  clothes 
and  ornaments  is  but  a  patch  upon  a  fore,  a  fcreen  to 
cover  your  nakednefs;  but  the  beauty  of  holinefs  is  what 
makes  a  man  all  glorious  within  and  v/ithout.  All  plea- 
fare  v/ithout  holinefs  is  but  grief;  for  the  pleafure  of  fin 
is  what  man  mult  either  repent  of  here,  or  be  damned  for 
liereafter.  All  profit  without  hclinefs  is  but  bfs;  *'  For 
what  fliall  it  profit  a  man,  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
Jofe  his  ov/n  foul  ?  But  godlinefs  is  great  gain."  All 
honour  without  holinefs  will  end  in  fhame  and  difgracc. 

Confider  the  oppofite  of  holinefs,  namely,  sin  ;  that 
iin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people,  much  m'  re  to  fuch  a 
profeffing  and  privileged  people  as  you  are.  The  profane 
world,  that  fee  your  works,  and  not  your  faith,  if  you 
be  vile,  vain,  v/anton,  and  profane  in  your  walk,  they 
will  fay,  There  is .  yotir  religion  ;  and  thus  ycu  will 
bring  a  reproach  upon  your  holy  religion.  And  who, 
that  ever  was  admitted  to  the  moft  holy  place,  would 
not  blufh  and  be  alhamcd  to  bring  it  under  fuch  undc- 
ferved  reproach. 

Confider  what  regard  is  o\ving  to  the  glory  of  God, 
the  honour  of  Chrili,  the  v/ork  cf  the  holy  Spirit,  and 
the  credit  of  our  holy  relifjinn. 

Confider  what  is  the  end  of  God  in  all  his  great  works 
towards  you  :  this  is  the  end  of  eleftion  ;  *'  He  hath 
chofen  you,  that  you  fhould  be  holy :"  this  is  the  end  of 
redemption,  *'  That  he  mi^^ht  redeem  you  from  all  ini- 
quity, and  purify  to  himfeif  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works  :"  It  is  the  end  of  fanftiScation  by  the  Spi- 
rit, that  you  Ihould  be  holy. 

What  is  the  end  and  defign  of  ordinances,  but  to  be 
ineans  of  holinefs?  What  is  the  end  cf  merj:iful  provi- 
dence-, but  that  you  may  fear  the  Lord  and  his  gocduefe'. 
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What  is  the  end  of  croffing  and  affliding  providences,  but 
to  purge  away  your  drofs,  and  make  you  partakers  of 
his  holinefs  ?  What  is  the  end  of  all  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit,  if  you  have  the  faith  of  Chrift,  or  the  hope  of  glo- 
ry in  him  ?  Why  then,  faith  purifies  the  heart;  and  "  He 
that  hath  this  hope,  purifies  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure." 

Confider  what  obligations  you  are  under,  beyond  all 
perfons  in  the  world,  to  be  the  moft  holy  people,  in  the 
midft  of  this  unholy  age. 

All  the  direftion  I  oflfer  is.  See  that  you  be  much  in 
the  exercife  of  faith,  entering  again  and  again  into  the 
moft  holy  place  ;  for  this  will,  as  I  faid,  have  both  an 
operative  and  argumentative,  both  a  phyfical  and  a  mo^ 
ral  influence  upon  your  holinefs.  When  you  come  to  the 
moft  holy  place,  and  fee  the  moft  holy  God,  you  will  find 
yourfelf  under  the  flrongeft  obligation  to  be  holy,  and 
fuch  bonds  laid  upon  your  heart,  as  w^ill^bind  you  fweet- 
ly  and  ftridlly  to  holinefs,  even  the  bond  of  love  conftrain- 
ing  you.  In  the  moft  holy  place  you  will  fee  fonaething 
wonderful,  even  your  falvation  and  juftific^tioUi  lying 
between  two  everlafting  breafts,  Rom.  iii.  24.  between 
the  everlafting  grace  of  God,  and  the  everlafting  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Ghrift;  "  Being  juftified  freely  by  bis  grace, 
thro'  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  And  what 
do  you  think  of  feeing  yourfelf  lying,  as  it  were,  between 
thefe  two  everlafting  breafts  of  God ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  his  everlafting  arms  holding  and  embracing  you  in 
his  bolbni  ?  This  is  the  notable  fight  of  faith  to  be  feen 
in  the  moft  holy  place;  and  when  you  come  to  fee  this 
great  fight,  the  warm  bofom  of  God's  everlafting  love 
will  give  you  a  warm  heart,  and  will  leave  a  ftrong  im- 
preflion  of  the  law  of  love  and  holinefs  upon  you,  Tbh 
is  the  law  of  the  boufe.  If  you  get  to  the  top  of  .the 
mountain  with  Mofes,0  how  Ihould  your  face  fhine,  even 
when  ye  come  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  mount,  and  go 
into  the  company  of  others  round  about  tl^e  mount!  Not 
only  a  communion-table,  but  your  common  tables  Ihould 
be  holinefs  to  the  Lord.  In  ^vtry  company,  in  jevery 
place,  let  this  be  your  motto,  "  Holinefs  to  the  Lord.'' 
This  is  the  laiu  of  the  houfe  ;  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain^ 
fbe  whole  limit  thereof  round  about  Jball  be  moft  holy :  be- 
ifldj  this  is  the  law  of  the  iboufe*  -    SIEIR- 
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S  E  R  M  O  N   LXXXIII. 

The  LITTLE  CITY  befieged  and  <ielivered :  Or, 
The  Deliverance  of  the  Church  bjr  CHRIST,  and 
the  Ingratitude  of  Men  to  thegbrious  UEDHEMER, 
repfeiented.  * 

£ccL.  ix.  14, 15. 

There  was  a  little  city^  andje^o)  men  %3iiibin  it ;  and  there 
came  a  great  king  againft  it^  and  befieged  ity  and  built 
great  bulvjarks  a^ainft  it;  nom)^  there  was  found  in  it  a 
poor  wife  man;  and  he^  by  bis  wifdom^  delivered  the 
city:  yet  no  7nan  remembered  the  fome  po-or  man. 


TT  is  queftioned,  amongft  interpreters,  whether  "Aiis 
^  be  a  biftory,  or  a  parable  :  I  am  not  here  to  difpute 
the  matter,  but  take  it  to  be  parabolical ;  and  rccfkon 
the  Spirit  of  God  hath  left  the  application  thereof  for  us 
to  make,  which  I  would  cffay  to  do,  both  in  an  agree- 
ablenefs,  I  hope  to  the  analogy  of  faith,  iand  in  a  fuitable- 
nefs  to  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  verfes  contain  news  -from  heaven  ;  and  particu- 
larly, I.  Here  is  a  city  defcribed;  There  wa^  a  little  city^ 
and  few  men  within  it.  2.  The  city  befieged;  There 
came  a  great  king  againft  it^and  befieged  it; and  built  great 
bulwarks  againft  it.    3,  The  city  delivered,  and  the  fiegc 

'*  This  fcrmon  was  prcadied  at  the  Qusensferrj,  on  Monday,  Oft. 
8th,  1732.  afVer  thfe'ctffebration^f  the  lacnamcrit  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr^ 
there. 

rallied; 
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raifed;  No'oj^  there  m^as  found  in  it  a  poor  v)ift  man ;  and 
bcy  by  bis  ^ifdom^  delivered  the  city.  4.  The  ingratitude 
of  the  citizens,  Yet  no  man  remembered  the  fame  poor 
man. 

i/>,  Here'  is  a  city  defcribed,  both  from  the  quality  of 
it»  a  little  city  ;  and  from  the  paucity  of  its  inhabitants, 
few  men  within  it.  Now,  what  are  we  to  underftand 
by  the  city  ?     Why, 

1.  If  by  the  city  we  underftand  the  world  in  general, 
it  might  feem  ftrange  that  the  world  fliould  be  called  a 
little  city  ;  but  he  that  Walks  with  God,  as  Enoch,  and 
as  the  prophet  Ifaiah  exprefleth  it,  dwells  on  high,  fees 
this  world  to  be  nothing  but  forae  Ihadow ;  yea,  before 
God,  "  All  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  as  nothing:'*  and 
as  it  is  little,  fo  there  are  few  men  within  it ;  becaufe 
thefe  we  call  men  cannot,  according  to  fcripture,  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  beafts  and  vipers,  a  generation  of  vipers; 
and  of  thefe  there  are  many :  but  a  very  few  men  are  to 
be  found  in  the  world;  none  but  thefe  that  are  tranf- 
formed,  and  turned  from  beafts  to  men;  "  The  beafts  of 
the  field  fliall  honour  me,  the  dragon  and  the  owl.  This 
people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf,  they  ftiall  fliew  forth 
my  praife,  Ifa.  xlvi.  20,  21. 

2.  By  the  city  we  are  to  underftand  the  church  of  God 
in  particular.  The  name  of  the  city  is  Jehovah-sham- 
MAH,  the  Lord  is  there;  the  wall  of  the  city  hfahation^ 
which  God  hath  appointed  for  walls  and  bulwarks :  the 
food  of  the  citizens  is  the  word  of  God,  and  the  bread 
that  came  down  from  heaven.  But  in  what  refpeft  the 
church  is  compared  to  a  city,  fo  frequently  in  fcripture, 
we  may  afterwards  confider.  It  is  but  a  liftle  city,  and 
a  few  men  in  it,  in  comparifon  of  her  enemies,  and  all 
the  reft  of  the  world,  that  are  without  the  church. 

2dly^  Here  is  the  city  befieged.  Where  we  may  no- 
tice, 

I.  The  greatnefs  of  the  befieger;  Tbere  came  a  great 
KING  aoaiiift  it^  and  befieged  it.  Whether  we  take  this 
great  king  for  God,  in  one  refpefil;  or  for  the  devil,  in 
another  refpeft;  and  for  fin  and  deaththat  attend  him, 
thefe,  in  various  refpefts,  lay  fiege  to  the  city. 
2.  iSTotice  the  greatnefs  of  the  fiege  ;    He  built  great 
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bulwarks  againft  it.  God,  in  his  awful  jufticc  ;  the  de- 
vil, in  his  defperate  malice ;  fin,  in  its  deftruftive  fub- 
tilty  ;  and  death,  in  its  dreadful  terrors.  A  great  king 
railing  great  bulwarks  againft  a  little  city,  and  few 
men  in  it,  they  rauft  be  in  a  very  difmal  fituaticn. 
But, 

'^.dly^  Here  is  the  little  city  delivered,  and  the  fiege 
raifed;  There  nuas  found  in  the  city  a  poor  wife  man;  and 
be^  by  bis  Hvifdom^  delivered  tbe  city.  Where  notice 
alfo  two  things,  namely,  How  the  deliverer  is  dcfcribed; 
and  how  tlie  city  was  delivered  by  him. 

(i.)  How  the  deliverer  is  defcribcd;  Tbere  ^asfund 
in  tbe  city  a  poor  wise  Man.  I  think  it  is  not  only 
highly  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  faith,  but  very  pro- 
bable  to  be  the  intent  of  the  words,  to  give  a  defcription 
of  Ghrift,  the  Deliverer  and  Saviour  of  his  church ; 
whom  we  may  here  view  as  defcribed, 

!•  By  his  humanity,  a  man  ;  for,  "  He  was  a  man  of 
forrows  :  The  Word  was  made  flelh.'^ 

^.  By  his  divinity,  a  wise  man  :  for,  he  was,  and  is, 
the  effential  Wifdom  of  God. 

3.  By  his  humiliation;  a  poor  man:  for,  "  Tho'  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor.'' 

4.  By  his  deftination  to  this  work;  he  was  v&ukd  in 
the  city:  Who  found  him  ?  God,  who  fays,  "  I  have 
found  a  ranfom;  I  have  found  David  my  fervant."  Where 
was  he  found  ?  Even  in  the  city  among  men:  "  I  have 
laid  help  upon  One  that  is  mighty,  fays  God ;  even  One 
chofen  out  of  the  people,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix'.  19. 

(2.)  How  and  in  what  manner  he  delivered  the  city, 
even  by  his  wisdom  ;  He  by  bis  wifdom  delivered  tbe  city  : 
By  his  Deity;  for,  if  he  had  not  been  the  infinitely  wife 
God,  he  could  never  have  relieved  the  city ;  even  he 
who,  by  his  wifdom,  ftretched  out  the  heavens,  vihen  he 
made  the  world  ;  by  his  wifdom,  fulfilled  the  law,  and 
appeafed  the  wrath  of  God ;  by  his  wifdom,  outwitted 
the  old  ferpent,  and  deftroyed  the  works  of  the  devil;  by 
his  wifdom,  finilhed  tranfgreffion  and  made  an  end  of  fin, 
and  vanquiflied  death  :  and  fo  by  his  wifdom  delivered 
the  city  from  juftice,  Satan,  fin,  hell,  and  death ;  ia 
his  wifdom  he  delivers  the  church,  the  city  of  G^^  Vs^ 
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the  price  of  his  blood,  and  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit. — 
Thus  the  city  is  delivered,  and  the  fiege  raifed. 

4/A/y,  And  laftly,  Natice  in  the  words  the  ingratitude 
of  the  citizens  :  or  the  citizens  upbraided  for  their  un- 
kindnefs ;  Yet  ko  man  remembered  the  fame  poor  man* 
Where  you  have, 

1.  The  nature  of  their  fault,  and  the"  aggravation  of 
their  ingratitude  ;  they  were  fo  far  from  requiting  him 
kindly,  faying,  *'  What  ftiall  we  render  to  the  Lord,  for 
his  benefits  towards  us?"  that  they  did  not  remember  him: 
they  never  fo  much  as  minded  him.  Their  difeafe  was 
that  of  finful  oblivion ;  they  forgot  him,  and  his  kind- 
nefs  :  "  They  f')on  forgot  his  mighty  works." 

2.  The  univerfality  of  this  ingratitude,  wo  man  re- 
membered  the  fame  poor  man  ;  none  remembered,  no  not 
one:  they  are  altogether  become  ungrateful. — Thus  you 
have  the  hiftory  opened,  and  a  Ihort  hint  at  the  myftery 
contained  in  it. 

From  the  words,  thus  opened,  we  may  lay  down  this 
dodlrinal  propofition. 

Observ.  That  though  the  work  of  redemption,  or  the 
deliverance  wrought  by  Chrift  for  finners,  be  a  very 
great  and  memorable  work,  like  the  raifing  of  a  great 
fiege  againft  a  little  city;  yet  there  is  a  pronenefs  in 
man  to  forget  the  Redeemer  or  Deliverer,  and  all 
his  work  of  kindneis  toward  them. 

We  need  go  no  further  for  the  confirmation  of  this 
doftrine,  than  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  which 
you  have  been  celebrating,  "  Do  this  in  remembrance  of 
me;"  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  Ought  you  not  to  remember 
me,  your  Redeemer;  me,  your  Deliverer,  that  hath 
faifed  the  great  fiege  that  was  laid  againft  you;  yet  you 
•re  prone  to  forget  me,  and  all  the  kindnefs  that  I  have 
4ont  to  you  ;  therefore,  I  have  inllituted  this  ordinance 
to  keep  you  in  mind,  **  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me." 
But  I  Ihall  refer  the  farther  confirmation,  to  the  profc- 
cution  of  the  doftrine,  in  the  following  method,  according 
to  the  former  divifion. 

V  \^^>5kl 
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i.  I  would  fpeak  fomewhat  Concerning  the  little  city, 
and  the  few  raen  in  it, 

II.  Concerning  the  great  liege  laid  againll  it. 

III.  Of  the  deliverance  thereof,  and  the  reafons  of  the 
fiege. 

IV.  Of  the  ingratitude  of  the  citizens;  and  their  prone- 
nefs  to  forget  the  Deliverer. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole. 

I.  I  am  to  fpeak  of  the  little  city;  There  vsas  a  little 
city^  andfe^  men  within  it.  There  are  four  things  re- 
markable concerning  the  church,  which  this  part  of  the 
text  prefents  to  us. 

Remark  I.  *'  That  the  church  of  God  is  comparable 
•*  to  a  city,  and  often  compared  thereto  in  fcripture, 
**  Pfal.  xlvi.  4.  "  There  is  a. river,  the  llreams  whereof 
"  make  glad  the  city  of  God  *."  The  church,  in  allu- 
fion  to  a  city,  is  a  place  of  fecurity  and  defence;  *^  Wc 
have  a  flrong  city,  falvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls 
arid  bulwarks:"  and  it  hath  watchmen  upon  the  walls. 
It  is  a  place  of  fociety  ;  where  the  faints  have  fellowfhip 
one  with  another,  exhort  and  comfort  one- another.  It  is 
a  place  of  unity;  where  they  are  to  maintain  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the' bond  of  peace. — It  is  a  place  of  trade 
and  trafEck;  where  we  may  trade  with  heaven,  and  buy 
gold  tried  in  the  fire  ;  white  raiment^  and  eye-falve  ex- 
pofed  freely  there  to  fale. — It  is  a  jplace  of  freedom  and 
liberty;  where  all  the  true  citizens  are  freed  from  the 
law,  as  a  covenant;  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  wrath 
of  God,  and  all  fubjeftion  thereto  ;  alfo  from  the  guilt  of 
firi,  and  the  rule  of  it. — ^It  is  a  place  of  order  and  regula- 
rity ;  where  men  are  regularly  entered  burgefles,  and  are 
to  come  jn  by  the  gate  of  the  city,  even  by  Chrift,  who  is 
the  door. — It  is  a  place  of  reft,  commodious  to  live  in  ; 
and  there  is  no  reliing-place  for  the  foul  but  here. — It  is 
a  place  of  pleafure  and  joy;  "  Beautiful  fox*  fituation,  the 
joy  of  the  whole  earth."  There  is  the  joyful  found,  thro* 

*  See  the  Author^s  fcrmon  oh  this  text,  Vol.  VIL  Sermon  io3. 
where  he,  at  length,  ftato  tht  cottiparifon,  and  runs  the  parallel,  be- 
tween the ehuwh  ani othtj. 

Vol  V.  t  Y  ^^ 
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the  filver  trumpet  of  the  gofpel;  and  the  fong  of  Zion. 
— It  is  a  place  of  pomp  and  fplendor,  the  feat  of  the  King; 
where  is  the  Kind's  court,  the  King's  throne,  the  throne 
(jf  grace,  and  daily  acccfs  to  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty. 
— vjt  is  a  place  of  privileges,  a  privileged  place  ;  where 
ther^  are  privileges  belonging  to  the  church  vifible; 
they  have  the  fountain  open  to  them ;  they  have  a  fcal- 
ed  right  in  baptifm  to  the  covenant;  having  the  promife, 
they  have  right  t6  the  feal  of  the  covenant  of  promife; 
and  thus  a  fealed  warrant  to  come  to  Ghrift,  a  general 
a^.Ioption,  and  thereon  many  fatherly  a£ts  of  pity  Ihewed 
to  them  ;  God  inftrufts  them,  by  his  word  ;  correfts 
them,  by  his  rod;  reproves  them,  by  his  fervants ;  and, 
whc^n  they  go.afidc,  directs  th.em,  by  his  word,  faying, 
*'  Tl'iis  is  t!ie  way."  They  have  ordinances,  facra- 
ments,  minillers,  and  a  right  to  chocTe  the  minillers  and 
oiScers  of  the  city  :  this  is  the  privilege  of  every  city, 
much  more  of  the  city  of  God;  and  if  the  city  want  this, 
it  is  fo  far  a  city  robbed  and  fpoiled. — There  are  privi- 
leges belonging  to  the  church  invifible;  fuch  as,  pardon 
of  fin,  peace  with  God,  fandlification,  eternal  life,  accefs 
to  the  King's  table,  the  Lamb,  the  light  of  th«.  place, 
and  the  temple  ;  the  Lord  himfelf  is  the  temple  they 
come  to ;  they  have  a  title  unto  the  new  Jerufalein, 
the  King's  pafs  for  heaven  ;  ."  I  appoint  unto  you  a 
kincrdom." 

Rtmark  2.  *'  That  the  church  is  a  little  city,  it  is  a 
*'  little  Hock,  Luke xii.  31.  It  is  but  a  fmall  fp>t,  com- 
**  pared  v/ith  the  vail  wilderncfs  of  this  world  ;  it  is  aa 
"  inclofed  garden.  Song  iv.  12."  The  church  is  cora- 
pcired  to  a  little  city,  in  comparifon  of  this  world ;  and 
hut  a  little  city  in  the  eyes  of  the  world;  little  and  con- 
temned. And  indeed,  the  true  citizens  are  but  little  in 
their  own  eyes;  "  Lefs  than  the  leait  of  all  faints ;  lefs 
than  the  lead  of  all  faints;  lefs  than  the  leall  of  all  God's 
mercies;"  yea  nothing  in  their  own  account  and  lefs  than 
r.othing,  worfe  than  notliing.  The  church  is  a  litde 
city;  a  little  Hone  cut  out  of  the  mountain;  yet  many 
^>reat  cities  and  kingdoms  have  fallen  before  it.  This 
Jir.iL  city  has  outlived  the  great  city  Nineveh;  the  mag- 
J7iiiccnt  Tyrus  -,  and  txaiw^kd  u^ou  the  graves  of  many 

^  fexaous 
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famous  and  remarkable  cities,  becaufe  tho'  it  be  a  little 
city,  yet  ifis  the  city  of  the  great  God;  and,  ''  Glorious 
things  are  fpoken  of  this  city  of  God,"  Pfal.  Ixxxvii.  3. 
Remark  3.  *'  That  it  is  a  city  of  men;  a  little  city  and 
*^  MEN-   in  it.^^     The  infinite  vvifdom  of  God  hath  feeit 
fit  to   make  this  famous  little  city  confifl:,   not  of  fallen 
angels,  but  of  fallen  men;  ''  Wifd')ra crieth  at  the  gates, 
at  the  entry  of  the  city,  faying.  To  you,  O  men  do  I  call, 
and  my  voice  is  to  the  funs  of  men,"  Prov*  viii.  3,  4* 
And  happy  we  the  men  whom  wifdom  detcrrmineth  and 
prevaileth  on  to  enter  themfelves  burgefies  of  this  little 
city,   by  coming  not  only  into  the  fuburbs  thereof,  by  a 
profeflion  of  Ghrifi;   but  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 
the  city,  while  the  King  of  the  city  ftands  at  the  door  of 
our  hearts,  and  knocks,  and  allures  us  that  he  is  the  door 
of  the  city;  ''  I  am  the  door,  by  me  if  any  mau  enter  in, 
he  fliall  be  faved;  and  fliall  go  in  and  out,  and  find  paf- 
ture,*' John  x.  9.     It  is  a  city  of  men,  a  city  fur  man- 
kind, a  city  of  refuge  for  mankind  fmners  ;   therefore, 
let  rt')ne  ftand  without,   faying.   It  is  not  the  like  of  me 
that  (yod  is  calling  to  come  in.     If  you  be  of  the  pofte* 
rity  of  Adam,   and  of  the  children  of  men,   Chrill  is  of- 
fered  unto  you,  and  you  are  called  to  accept  of  tlie  grant 
of  freedom  and  liberty  ;   the  grant  of  all  the  privileges 
and   immunities  of  God's  city,   and  of  being  free  men 
there  :  O  Sirs,  .^'  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  then  ar^  ye 
free  indeed."     But  yet  we  have  it  to  reniBrk, 

4.  **  That  this  little  city  hath  but  few  men  in  it,  evett 
"  the  vifible  church,"  I  mean,  thefe  that  have  a  vifible 
and  credible  profeffion  of  faith  are  few  in  comparifon  of 
the  rell  of  the  world ;  and  the  invifible  church,  who 
have  the  power  of  religion,  and  the  truth  of  faith,  are 
but  very  few  in  comparifon  of  the  bulk  of  profeffors. 
This  little  city  then,  has  btit  z^fenv  men  mjitbin  it,  as  the 
text  fays;  many  are  without  the  city,  and  many  are  a- 
bout  the  city,  but  few  are  within  the  city,  atid  they  only, 
are  fafe;  for,  *'  Without  are  dogs,  and  lorcerers,  and 
•whoremongers,  idolaters,  murderers,  and  v/hofoever  lov- 
eth  or  raciketh  a  lye,"  Rev.  xxii  15.  Without.are  drunk- 
ards, fwearers,  fabbath-breakers,  profane  perfons  ;  yea, 
befide  the  openly  profane,  without  are  farm^lvfe^  \^^^^'::.- 
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crites,  unbelievers:  but  within  are  faims,  believers,  lov- 
ers of  God  J  "  Many  are  called,  but  few  are  chofen." 
Yea  we  may  fay,  there  are  many  bycamers,  but  few  in- 
dvvellers;  many  incomers,  like  dogs,  that  go  out  again; 
*'  They  go  out  from  us,  becaufe  they  are  not  of  us,'* 
I  John  iir  19,  but  few  indwellers,  like  children  of  Zion, 
and  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  Eph.ii.  19.  The  reft 
t)f  the  world,  •  whether  they  be  bycomers  or  not,  they 
are  not  to  be  reckoned  men,  but  rather  dogs  and  beafts  ; 
for  thus,  all  that  are  out  of  Chrift^  and  fo  out  of  the 
city,  arc  called,  Ifa.  xliii.  20.  Thus,  in  the  vail  popu- 
lous city  of  Jerufalem,  a  man  could  not  be  found  ;  "  Run 
ye  to  and  fro  thro^  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  and  fee  now» 
and  know,  and  feek  in  the  broad  places  thereof,  if  you 
can  find  a  man."  Why,  not  a  man?  No:  they  were 
only  to  be  reckoned  men  who  execute  judgment,  and 
fought  the  truth;  but^fuch  could  not  be  found:  they  were 
all  degenerate  into  beafts  ;  all  transformed  thro'  brutifh 
affeftions  into  unreafonable  creatures:  yet  of  Zion  it  ihall 
be  faid,  "  This  man  and  that  man  was  bom  there;**  but 
they  are  but  here  and  there  one;  a  lit^tU  city^  andft^ 
men  within  it. 

II.  Tlie  fecond  thing  in  the  method,  was,  To  fpeak  of 
the  great  fiege  laid  againft  the  little  city. 

I  fhall  here  confider  both  who  the  great  king  is,  that 
came  againft  the  city;  and  what  are  the  great  bulwarks 
built  againft  it.  And  here,  according  to  the  view  I 
gave  in  the  txplication, 

1.  .By  the  great  king  we  may  underftand  the  Gr^at 
Gcd,  in  his  awful  juftice,  who  upon  the  fin  of  man,  be- 
came an  enraged  enemy  to  the  whole  city  of  mankind; 
and  to  whofc  wrath  the  little  city,  which  he  chofe  out  of 
the  world,  is  by  nature  as  much  expofed  as  the  reft;  £>r, 
being  all  children  of  difobedience  they  are  by  nature  chil- 
dren of  wrath  even  as  others,  Eph.  ii.  2,  3.  and  there- 
fore, his  firft  appearance  to  them,  even  when  he  has  a 
mind  to  make  them  a  city  for  himfelf  to  dwell  in  ;  his 
firft  appearance,  I  fay,  to  them,  is  in  terrible  -  majefty, 
laying  fiege  to  their  fouls,  and  building  great  -bulwarks 
agaia/f  them.     But  po&V>\v"yo>aL  may  fay, 
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What  bulwarks  ?  Even  the  great  bulwarks  of  law- 
curfes  and  lavv-ttreatenings:  for,  in  a  work  of  cohvidion 
and  corapunclion,  and  legal  liumiliation,  wllich  ufually 
precedes  any  gofpel-work,  and  faving  change,  he  applies 
the  carfe  and  threatenings  of  the  law  to  their  confcience, 
faying,  **  Gurfed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all 
things,  written  in  the  baok  of  the  law  to  do  them,"  Gal. 
iii.  JO.  In  fo  much,  that  the  foul  finds  itfelf  to  be  an 
accurfed  creature,  a  condemned  creature;  and  is  put  in 
fear  of  everlalhng  damnation.  The  refl:  of  the  world, 
who  fiiall  eternally  feel  this  heavy  wrath  of  God  in  ano- 
ther world,  yet  ly  fleeping  without  fear  of  it,  in  this 
world;  but  the  little  city,  that  ftiall  for  ever  be  delivered 
from  it,  are  now  in  this  world  awakened  and  alarmed 
with  the  fear  of  it  mercifully,  that  they  may  priae  the 
»  $aviour  and  Deliverer  of  the  city.  The  great  God 
ftorms  the  cit^with  his  terrible  artillery,  like  great  war- 
ring cannons,  furroundinga  little  city;  he  thunders  from 
Sinai,  and  builds  great  bulwarks  againft  it :  the  great 
bulwark  of  a  broken  law;  the  great  bulwark  of  a  threat- 
ened curfe  ;  the  great  bulwark  of  offended  holincfs ;  and 
gretit  bulwark  of  enraged  juflice :  and,  in  a  word,  aU 
the  infinite  perfeflions  of  God  injured  and  diihonoured 
by  their  fin,  appear  planted  about  the  city  in  battle  ar- 
ray.  When  the  gre^t  God  himfelf  appears  an  enemy, 
breaking  them  with  breach  upon  breach,  and  running  up- 
on them  like  a  giant  fometimes,  and  faying,  as  Deut. 
xxxii.  40.  *'  Who  can  deliver  oot  of  ray  hand?  for,  I  lift 
up  my  hand  to  heaven,  and  fay,  I  live  for  ever.  If  I 
whet  my  glittering  fword,  and  my  hand  take  hold  of  judg- 
ment, I  wiir  render  vengeance  to  mine  eneniies; — 1  will 
make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood-"  Yea,  oot  only  ia 
the  firft  awakening-work  doth  God  thus  appear  formid- 
able to  them,  for  their  humiliation  and  convi£lion ;  but 
even  afterwards,  he  fometimes  appears  formidable  to 
them  for  their  trial  ^nd  correftion.  Thus  Job  found  the 
great  bulwarks  of  God^s  terrible  majefty  built  up  againft 
him,  when  he  faid,  ebap.  vi.  4.  "  The  arrows  of  the  Al- 
mighty are  within  me,  the  poifoa  whereof  drlnketh  up 
my  fpirits;  the  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themfelvcs  in  array 
againft  mt."     Thus  Heman,  *'  While  I  fuffcr  tU^  te^- 
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rors,  I  am  diflrafted  :  thy  fierce  wrath  goes  over  me  ; 
thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off,'-  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15.     But, 

2.  By  the  great  king  we  may  underlland  the  devil  in 
his  delperate  malice  againit  the  little  city:  he  is  called  a 
prince,  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  [or,  of  dark- 
refs,]  that  rules  in  the  hfearts  of  the  children  of  difobe- 
dience,  Eph.  ii.'2.  This  mighty  and  malicious  prince, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  world^  came  againll  the  little 
city  of  mankind,  when  there  was  but  few  men  in  it ; 
yea,  when  there  was  but  one  man,  and  one  woman,  in 
the  city,  in  a  literal  fenfe  ;  and  he  befieged  it,  and  built 
great  bulwarks  of  flattering  falihoods,  and  lying  temp- 
tations againfl  it ;  and  conquered  the  city,  and  deftroy- 
ed  it;  as  you  read,  Gen.  iii.  concerning  the  fin  and 
fall  of  our  firll  parents,  through  the  powerful  fubtilty 
of  the  ferpent:  and  he  continues  ftill  to  befiege  and  def- 
troy  finners  by  his  malice  and  fubtilty,  force,  and  fraud; 
and  efpecially  he  raifes  great  bulwarks  againfl  the  little 
city. 

What  bulwarks  ?  Why,  even  his  manifold  temptations, 
devices,  and  fiery  darts  ;  "  We  are  not  ignorant  of  his 
devices,"  2  Cor.  ii.  11.  We  are  called  to  take,  above 
all  things,  the  fliield  of  faith,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  ;  for,  "  We 
wrellle  not  againfl  flefh  and  blood,  but  againfl  principa- 
lities and  powers,"  Eph.  vi.  12.  16.  The  devil  attacks 
the  citybf^th  by  high  bulwarks  and  deep  mines;  we  read 
of  the  depths  of  Satan,  Rev.  ii.  24.  and  being  the  prince 
of  this  world;  for  fo  he  is  called,  John  xii.  31.  andelfe- 
U'here.  He  has  thoufands  of  wicked  inilruments  by 
which  he  batters  and  befieges  the  little  city.  He  has  a 
deceitful  party  for  him  within,  as  well  as  without  the 
little  city;  within  the  church,  as  well  as  without  it:  with- 
in the  church  vifible,  he  has  his  treacherous  Judafes,  to 
betray  the  city  into  his  hand,  and  to  betray  the  intereft 
of  the  city,  and  the  liberties  and  privileges  thereof.  We 
read  of  the  devil's  armour,  Luke  xi.  22.  where  he  is 
called  the  flrong  man  armed,  keeping  his  palace;  but 
when  a  flron;!:er  than  he,  comes  upon  him,  and  over- 
comes him,  he  takes  from  him  all  his  armour.  And  what 
thU  annour  is,  we  xuay  partly  know,  from  2  Cor.  iv.  4- 

'  "  The 


and  delivered  by  CHklST.  331 

*'  The  god  of  this  world  blinds  ihe  minds  of  therti  that 
believe  not,"  hellilh  darknefs  excluding  and  oppofing 
gol'pel-light :  the  darknefs  of  ignorance,  the  darknefs  of 
error,  and  the  darknefs  of  delufion.  This  is  a  great 
part  of  the  devil's  armour,  together  with  high  imagina- 
tions,  carnal  reafonings,  pride,  prejadices,  and  exalting 
thoughts,  mentioned,  2  Cor.  x.  5,  The^e  are  part  of 
his  armour  and  his  great  bulwarks. 

3.  By  the  great  king  we  may  underftand  fin  ;  fin  is 
the  great  king  that  reigns  in,  and  over  us  naturally  ; 
therefore  fays  the  apoftle,  Rom.  vi.  12.  "  Let  not  fin 
reign  in  your  mortal  bodies.''  Sin  and  Satan  are  always 
confederates  together;  and  their  power  is  very  great,  in 
fo  much,  that  all  men  are  fubjeft  to  the  rule  and  govern- 
ment thereof;  and  as  all  the  children  of  men  are  flaves 
unto  fin,  as  their  king;  fo  all  the  children  of  God,  in  this 
world,  are  many  times  captives  to  it ;  "I  fee  another 
law  in  my  members,  warring  againll  the  law  of  my  mind, 
and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin  that  is 
in  my  members,"  Rom.  vii.  3.  The  power  and  authori- 
ty of  fin  is  called  a  lawr,  even  the  law  of  fin  and  death, 
wiiich  nothing  can  free  us  from,  but  the  law  of  the  Spi- 
jfit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  Rom.  viii.  2. 

Now,  what  bulwarks  doth  this  great  king  build  again  (I 
the  little  city?  Indeed,  fin  has  the  fl.rongcft  bulwarks  in 
the  world. — It  hath  felf  for  a  bulwark  ;  and  hence,  for 
a  man  to  deftrby  fin,  is  to  dellroy  himfelf  in  efFcft,  and 
the  beil  and  moll  ufeful  parts  of  hinifelf,  his  right-hand, 
his  right-eye,  his  members,  Col.  iii.  5.  Mortify  therefore 
your  members  that  are  upon  the  earth.  When  a  mj^n  c!e- 
Itroys  bis  lulls,  he  denies  himfelf.  And  felf  is  fo  mighty, 
that  it  competes  with  Khig  Jefus,  and  fights  for  the 
throne,  even  after  Chrift  has  taken  pofleffion  of  the  heart. 
Self-eafe,  felf-pleafure,  felf-will,  felf-wifdom,  felflove, 
felf-elleem,  felf-righteoufnefs,  are  the  bulwarks  of  fin. — 
It  hath  alfo  the  law  for  a  bulwark;  '^Theftrength  of  fin 
is  the  law,"  i  Cor.  xv.  ^6.  The  law  of  fin  is  fl:rengthcn- 
ed  by  the  law  of  works ;  the  ftrength  of  fin  being  a  grand 
part  of  the  curfe  of  the  law  of  works,  in  fo  much,  that 
no  power  can  deftroy  that  bulwark,  but  the  power  that 
can  give  fiiU  fatisfaclion  to  the  law;.  henc«  the  ftxcvxs?^ 
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bulwark  of  fin  is  never  broken  down,  till  a  man  has,  by 
faith,  clofed  with  the  law-fatisfying  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrilh     Again, 

4.  By  the  great  king  we  may  underftand  death,  the 
king  of  terrors,  Job  xviii.  14.  Death  is  a  mighty  king 
that  all  the  fmful  race  of  Adam  are  lawful  captives  unto; 
and  fuch  is  the  conftant  battle  that  death  gives,  even  to 
the  true-born  children  of  Zion,  the  little  city,  that  when 
all  other  enemies  are  defeated  and  deftroyed,  death  is 
the  laft  upon  the  field;  '*  The  laft  enemy  to  be  deftroyed, 
isi  death,"  x  Cor.  xv.  26.     Now, 

What  bulwarks  does  this  king  build  againft  the  little 
city  ?  There  are  two  great  bulwarks  it  builds  ;  the  one 
before,  and  the  other  behind  it.  Before  death,  there 
Hands  the  bulwark  of  terror  and  fear,  becaufe  of  fin, 
which  is  the  fiing  of  death;  and  hence  many  within  the 
little  city,  are  kept  long  in  bandage  thro*  fear  of  death, 
Heb.  ii.  15.  The  terrors  of  death  fomctimes  compafs 
them  about,  and  the  fears  of  hell  on  the  back  of  death. 
Again,  behind  death,  there  is  another  bulwark,  and  that 
is  leeming  viftory.  When  dearh  gets  foul  and  body  fe- 
parate,  and  the  body  made  death's  prifonec  in  the  grave, 
where  the  worms  deftroy  it,  and  rottenefs  feems  to  ride 
in  triumph  over  it:  and  this  is  the  reafon  why  it  is  faid 
to  be  the  laft  enemy  that  fhall  be  deftroyed ;  becaufe  it 
has  a  feeming  vidliory  over  the  vifible  part  of  the  believer, 
till  the  laft  trumpet  found,  and  the  dead  be  raifed  incor- 
ruptible, immortal,  8cc. 

m,  The  next  thing  was.  To  fpeak  of  the  deliverance 
of  the  city,  and  the  raifing  of  the  fiege.  And  here  we  arc 
led,  by  the  text,  to  confider,  i.  How  th«  Deliverer  is 
defcribed.     2.  How  the  deliverance  is  effeited. 

i/>,  Confider  how  the  Deliverer  is  defcribed ;  7bert 
%»U5  found  in  the  city^  a  poor  wfe  man.  And  here  he  is 
fet  before  us,  fo  as  we  may  confider  him, 

I.  In  his  humanity,  as  a  Man.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift, 
the  glorious  Saviour  and  Deliverer,  he  was  a  man  ;  he 
was  prophefied  of  before,  that  he  ftiould  be  the  feed  of 
the  woman;  the  feed  of  Abraham;  and  in  the  fulnefe  of 
rime  Ji£  was  made  of  %  vroman;  bora  of  a  virgin; 
.    ,  Tic 
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The  Word  was  made  fiejl^i  and  be  became  man,  a  true 
man  ;  he  went  through  all  the  ftages  of  man,  conception, 
childhood,  youth,  riper  age :  he  was  a  diftreffcd  man, 
A  man  ^fforro^Sy  and  acquainttd  nvitb  g^i^f*  He  was 
a  mortal  as  we  are,  and  a£lually  died  a»  we  muft ;  he 
died  a  painful,  flianieful  and  ignominious  death,  which 
we  were  commemorating  ^t  this  occafion. 

2.  We  may  confider  the  Deliverer  in  his  Divinity; 
as  a  ^ife  Man.  Wifdom  dwells  not  with  fallen  men; 
they  had  all  their  heads  cracked  by  the  fail  of  .Adam, 
and  were  become  fools,  having  folly  bound  up  in  their 
nature  :  therefore  the  man,  who  is  the  Deliverer,  imift 
be  a  man  that  never  fell  in  Adam  ;  a  wife  man  ;  that  is, 
God  as  well  as  man  :  one  that,  with  the  nature  of  man, 
hath  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  yea,  and  is  the  Wifdom  ofGodj 
I  Cor.  i.  24.  It  is  he  that  fays,  /,  Wifdom^  d<mell  m>iti 
Frudencfy  Prov.  viii.  12.  And  it  is  of  him  the  Father 
fays,  My  Servant  Jhall  deal  prudently ^  Jfa.  Hi.  13.^  And 
it  is  by  his  infinite  wifdom  that  he  delivered  the  city  ; 
of  which  more  afterwairds.  He  is  effentially  wife,  beiog 
Wifdom  itfelf ;  the  God  whofii  underflanding  is  infinite* 
He  is  communicatively  wife,  having  all  the  treafunfes 
of  wifdom  and  knowledge  hid  in  him,  and  the  Spirit 
of  wifdom  to  give. 

3.  We  may  view  the  Deliverer  in  his  humiliation, 
as  a  poor  Man;  poor  in  eutward  refpefts  :  "  Ye  know 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  thattho*  he  was  rich, 
yet,  for  our  fakes,  he  became  poor ;  that  we  thro^  his 
poverty  might  be  rich,'*  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  He  had  all  the 
riches,  and  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  in  him,  yet 
he  became  poor.  Many  are  poor  againft  their  will,  hot 
he  became  poor  voluntarily  :  be  became  a  poor  fervant; 
*'  Though  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  Giod, 
yet  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant  ;^*  taking  on 
our  nature,  not  in  its  beft  condition,  but  the  loweft4late 
of  our  nature.  He  became  poor  in  his  birth,  poor  in  bis 
Kfe,  and  poor  m  his  death.  He  was  boro,  not  ©f 
a  queen,  but  of  a  mean  virgin  ;  born,  not  in  a  palace, 
but  in  a  ftable,  laid  >n  a  manger;  **  The  foxes  bad  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nefts;  but  the  Son  of  man  bad 
flot  where  to. lay  hishead,^^  He  h^A  nothing  to  ^y  ^^^^^^^^^ 
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withal  till  he  ordered  a  fifh  to  bring  it.  He  was  mioi- 
ftered  unto,  in  his  life  and  in  his  death,  by  reafon  of 
his  real  extreme  poverty.  He  was  poor  as  a  man,  and 
yet  wife  as  God.  The  poverty  of  men,  and  the  wifdom 
of  God  met  and  centered  in  him. 

4.  We  may  confider  the  Deliverer  in  his  deftination 
to  this  work;  he  W2l^  found  in  the  city.  He  was  found 
of  God,  who  fays,  "  i  have  found  a  Ranfom  ;  I  have 
found  David  my  fervant,'*  Job  xiii.  24.  Pfal.  ixxxix.20. 
He  was  found  in  the  city,  among  men ;  and  was  chofen 
nut  of  the  people,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  He  was  found  in 
fafliion  as  a  man,  Phil.  ii.  8.  He  was  found  willing  and 
chearfully  ready  to  undertake  this  work  of  redemption 
and  deliverance,  Pfalni  xl.  6.  Heb.  x.  6.  *'  Lo,  I  come, 
1  delight  to  do  thy  will."  He  was  found  able  and  well 
qualified  for  the  work,  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  19.  '*  1  have  laid 
help  upon  One  that  is  mighty."  And  as  he  had  a  per- 
fonal  fitnefs,  being  God  as  well  as  man,  and  God-man 
in  one  perfonr  fo  he  that  found  him  did  alfo  fit  him,  by 
thcfupereminent  unftionoftheHoly  Ghoft,Pf.lxxxix.20. 
*.*  I  have  found  David  my  fervant,  with  my  holy  oil  have 
I  anointed  him."  Thus,  *'  Him  hath  God  the  Father 
fealed,"  for  this  work,  John  vi.  27.  And  this  is  what 
Ghrill  acknowledges  of  himfelf,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  **  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anointed 
me,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening 
of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  ;  to  proclaim  the 
acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance 
of  our  God;"  to  deliver  the  city. 

^dly^  How  the  deliverance  is  efiefted.  Here  two 
things  are  to  be  a  little  opened,  i.  The  matter  of  his 
ivork  ;  He  delivered  the  city.  2.  The  manner  of  the 
deliverance  ;  By  bis  ^wifdom. 

[i.]  In  general,  the  matter  of  his  redemption-work, 
He  delivered  the  little  ci»^y,  he  raifed  the  fiege.  Here 
we  are  to  view  how  he  managCo  the  work,  in  oppofition 
to  the  great  kings,  that  built  great  bulwarks  againft  the 
little  city. 

I.  If  vi'e  view  the  fiege  as  formed  by  the  Great  King; 
that  is,  the  Great  God,  when  the  great  bulwarks  built 
againii  the  city  ar^,  the  broken  law  of  God,  curfing  the 
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finner;  and  ihe  mjured  attributes  of  God,  viz.  juflice, 
holinefs,  and  truth,  all  Handing  in  battle  array  againft 
the  finner,  behold,  the  poor  wife  man,  he  come^  and 
fulfils  that  law  that  \vc  had  broken,  and  bears  the  curfe 
that  we  had  incurred.  *'  When  the  fulnefs  of  time  was 
come,  God  fcnt  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,*' 
Gal.  vi.  4.  ''  Chrill  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,"  Gal.  iii.  13.  And, 
in  this  way,  he  fatisfies  the  juftice  of  God,  vindicates 
the  holinefs  of  Gc/d,  and  clears  the  truth  of  God  ;  Chriil 
luith  loved  us,  and  hath  given  himfelf  a  facrifice  for  us, 
of  a  fweet-fmelling  favour  to  God,  Eph.  v.  2.  He  is 
become  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  ;  and  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believes:  and  in 
him  mercy  and  truth  have  met  together,  righteoufnefs 
and  peace  have  kilTed  each  other,  that  God  might  f%ve, 
and  lliew  mercy  on  the  little  city,  in  a  confdlency  with 
the  honour  of  his  injured  attributes,  v/hich  are  now  glo-. 
rifled  ra^re  by  his  obedience  and  fatisfaftion  than  ever 
they  were  difhonoured  by  our  fin  and  rebellion.  Thus  he 
brake  down  the  great  bulwarks  that  the  great  King  of 
heaven  and  earth  had  built  ftgainR  the  Jittle  city,  and 
that  by  the  King's  order  and  allowance,  and  according 
to  hia  command  and  will  ;  ''  This  commandment  have 
I  received  of  my  Father.'* 

2.  If  we  view  the  fiege  as  formed  by  the  devil,  the 
great  king  of  hell,  and  prince  of  the  p^wer  of  darknefs^ 
that  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  difobedience* 
we  will  find  him  raifing  this  fiege  partly  by  the  price  cf 
his  blood,  that  he  ihcd  for  us  ;  and  pa'tly  by  the  power  cf 
his  Spirit,  which  is  given  to  us. — By  the  price  of  his  blood 
he  delivers  from  the  devil's  kingdom  ;  for,  *'  By  death  he 
deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil,"  Heb.  xl.  14.  And,  "  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of 
God  was  manifellcd,  that  he  might  dellroy  the  works  of 
the  devil,"  i  John  iii.  8.  And  he  was  thus  manifcUed, 
according  to  the  original  promife.  Gen.  iii.  15.  **  The 
feed  of  the  woman  ftiall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpeut." 
Chrift  took  a  wooden  crofs,  as  it  were,  a  tree  in  his  arms, 
and  therewith  beat  down  the  great  bulwarks  that  Satan 
built  againft  the  little  city.  Asbym^^\^^^A^\.\^^^^^^^^'^''^ 
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built  his  battering  engine;  fo,  by  meanB  of  a  tree,  Chrift 
deraoliflied  his  buikliBg.  Far,  upon  the  crofs,  "  Jcfus 
Chrift  fpoikd  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a  fliow 
of  them  openly,  triuni]:rfiing  over  thera  in  it,'*  Col.  iv.  15. 
Again,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  he  dcftroyed  the  devil's 
bulwarks,  when  he  gives  fpiritual  armour  to  the  citizens, 
the  fhicld  of  faith,  and  tlie  fword  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
reft  of  that  fpiritual  artillery,  mentioned,  Eph.  vi. 
II, — 17.  Whereby  they  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
devil,  deniolifti  his  bulwarks,  refift  the  devil,  and  over. 
come  by  the  power  and  ftrength  of  the  Captain  of  their 
falvation.  Though  they  conftantly  fight  while  here; 
yet  they  gradually  defeat  the  devil  and  his  inftruments» 
that  oppofe  themfelves  to  Chrift  and  his  people,  to  his 
caufe  and  intereft.  Truth  prevails  always  at  laft;  and 
the  friends  of  truth  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  by  the  word  of  their  teftimony.  Rev.  xii.  11. 

3.  If  we  view  the  fiege  as  formed  by  the  great  king, 
Sin,  which  naturally  reigns  in  our  mortal  bodies.  How 
doth  the  poor  wife  man  deftroy  the  great  bulwarks  there- 
of?  Why,  this  he  doth,  both  meritorioufly,  giving  hira- 
felf  a  facrifice  for  fm,  John  i.  29.  **  Behold,  the  Lamb  of 
God,  that  taketh  away  the  fm  of  the  world."  Heb.  ix.  26. 
"  Bat  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  has  he  appeared 
to  put  away  fin,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf."  And  then 
he  doth  it  efficacioufly,  and  that,  partly  by  the  adlual 
imputation  of  his  righteoufnefs,  for  removing  the  gailt 
of  fin  in  juftification  ;  and  partly  by  the  affeftual  opera- 
tion of  his  Spirit,  for  removing  the  rule  of  fm  in  fanclifi- 
cation. — In  juftification,  Ke  deftroys  tlie  legal  power  of 
fin  ;  for.  The  ftrength  of  Jin  is  the  law:  but  when  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  is  imputed  and  received,  and  Chrift 
is  became  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  tbt 
p6rfon,  then  the  law,  being  fatisfied,  has  no  more  power 
to  keep  the  perfon  under  the  curfe,  whereof  the  power 
of  fin  is  the  leading  part. — And,  again,  in  fanfkification, 
he  deftroys  the  aftual  reigning  power  of  fin.  Both  ihefe 
are  imported,  I  think,  in  that  word,  Rom.  viii.  2.  **  The 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made  me 
free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death:"  ai>d  both  are  particvi- 
larljr  fpoken  of,  in  verfes  3,4.  "  For  what  the  law  could 
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not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak,  thro'  the  fi^fli,  God  [did] 
fending  his  own  Son  in  the  ILkenefs  of  Sinful  flelli,  and 
ipr  fin  condemned  tin  in  the  flefli ;  that  th€  rightdouiTiels 
of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  U8,  ivho  walk  not  after 
the  flefli,  but  after  the  Spirit/*  Here  is  the  legal  power 
of  fm  deflroyed:  and  ver.  13.  "  If  y-e,  thro'  the  Spirit, 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you  fliall  live;"  there  is 
the  deilroying  of  the  aftual  reigning  power  of  fin.  Thus^ 
by  his  pardoning  and  purifying  grace,  he  denaolilhcfi  the 
bulwarks  of  fin,  and  all  \>y  the  means  of  the  gofpel,  as  it 
is  the  power  of  God  to  faivation ;  "  The  weapons  of  this 
warfare  being  not  carnaU  but  mighty,  thro'  God,  to  the 
palling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  cafting  dowji  imaginarions^ 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalts  itfelf  againlt  the  know- 
ledge otGod;  andbringingintocaptivity  every  thought, 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrill,**  2  Cor.  x.4,  5.     Again, 

4.  If  we  view  the  fiege  as  formed  by  the  great  king; 
Death,  behold,  our  King,  Jefus,  the  poor  ^ife  Many 
delivers  the  city,  by  overturning  the  great  bulwarks 
that  death  built :  and  this  he  doth  by  removing  bcththe 
lling  of  death  and  the  vidlv^y  of  the  grave  ;  Tb^  /ting 
of  death  zsfm^  which  he  removes,  as  I  have  been  jull  cow- 
faying,  both  meritorioufly  and  efiicacioufly,  till  it  be 
perfectly  removed  in  glory,  where  w€  IhaJl  be  like  him, 
by  feeing  him  as  he  is.  The  viflory  of  the  gravo,  which 
is  corruption  ;  the  corruption  of  the  body,  he  is  to  re* 
move  at  the  great  day,  *'  When  this  corruptible  ihall 
put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  fliall  put  en  immor- 
tality :  And  that  faying  fhall  be  brought  to  pais,  D^ath 
is  fwallowed  up  in  viftory.'*  Henc«  in  the  faith  of 
all  this,  the  believer  may  fing  that  triumphaat  fang; 
*'  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
viflory  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  the  Ilrength  of  fin  is 
the  law  ;  but  thanks  be  to  God,  that  has  given  us  the 
victory,  through  our  X-ord  Jefus  Chrift,"  1  Cor,  kv^ 
S^-r—Sl' — Thus  you  have  a  view  of  the  deliverance 
in  the  matter  of  it.     But  then, 

[2.]  In  particular,  we  are  led  here  torconfider  the 
U7anncr  of  it.  It  was  in  infinite  wifdom;  JTc?^  hy  bis  infi- 
nite stiifdom  delivered  the  city.  As  .it  is  iaid  of  his  works 
of  creation^   In  mifipm  b^rti  it  tnade,  t&em  aU  ;  ^  ^\\\vv> 


338  The  Cburcb  kfiesed,       Ser.LXXXIIL 

W)rk  of  redemption,  '*  In  wifdom  hath  he  delivered  the 
city.  He  made  the  earth  by  the  word  of  his  power, 
eilabliflied  the  world  by  his  wifdom,  and  llretched  out 
the  heavens  by  his  diforetion,"  Jer.  x.  1 2.  And  it  is  even 
he  who,  by  his  wifJom,  delivered  the  city.  Particularly, 

1.  By  his  wifdom  he  removed  all  the  impediments  that 
Hood  in  the  way  of  oar  falvation,  while  he  gave  himfelf 
a  ranfom  for  many,  fatisfied  the  law  and  jullice  of  God, 
defeated  the  devil,  dellroyed  fin,  and  conquered  death. 
And  thus,  except  one  great  King,  whom  he  brings  to 
peace  and  reconciliation  with  the  city,  he  deilroyed  all 
the  other  great  kings,  and  their  great  bulwarks,  in  fo 
much  that  we  may  fay,  "  He  fmite  great  kings,  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever ;  and  flsw  famous  kings*  for 
bis  mercy  endureth  for  ever !"  O  the  infinite  wife 
Captain  of  falvation,  who  could,  by  his  wifdom,  deliver 
a  little  city,  fo  powerfully  befieged  ! 

2.  By  his  wifdom  he  united  the  moftdiftant  and  con- 
trary extremes,  while  God  and  man  are  joined  in  one 
perfon :  The  infinite  and  eternal  God,  with  a  bit  of  clay ; 
which  is  a  myftery  ten  thoufand  times  greater  than  if 
an  angel  had  become  a  worm.  He  became  a  poor  man, 
that  he  might  deliver  the  poor  dity :  "  Great  is  the 
myftery  of  godlinefs,  God  made  manifeft  in  the  flefli." 

3.  By  his  wifdom  he  united  the  moft  contrary  in- 
terefts,  God's  intereft,  and  man's  ;  the  interell  of  his 
glory,  and  our  falvation;  they  are  quite  different,  after 
the  fall.  In  fome  refpeCls  (when  man  came  to  have  no 
other  intereft  but  that  of  the  devil)  God's  intereft  and 
glory  feemed  to  require  man's  deilrufilion;  and  yet  it 
was  man's  intereft  to  be  delivered :  God's  intereft,  in 
infinite  wifdom,  is  made  to  agree  with  the  intereft  of 
the  little  city,  while  Ghrift  is  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitia- 
tion, that  the  glory  of  God's  juftice  and  righteoufnefs 
might  be  reached,  a>  much  in  faving  the  city,  as  it  can 
be  by  deftroying  them  who  are  without  the  city,  and 
more. 

4.  By  his  wifdom  he  united  the  moft  contrary  affefti- 
ons,  namely,  God's  hatred  and  love  ;  his  hatred  of  fin, 
and  his  love  to  the  finner.     Nothing  more  hateful  to 

God  than  fin,  and  yet  TvolVv\rv^  ms>t^  4«at  to  God  than 
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the  finner  that  is  in  Ghrifl,  in  whom  God  is  well-pleafed. 
Infinite  wifdom  contrived  the  reconciliation  of  the  oppo- 
fite-like  aiFeftion  in  God,  that  the  city  might  be*deliver- 
ed  by  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myttery ;  the  manifold 
wifdom  of  God. 

5.  By  his  wifdom  he  brings  about  the  greateft  things 
by  the  molt  unlikely  means.  In  delivering  the  city,  v/ho 
would  have  thought  that  the  feed  of  a  poor  woman,  that 
was  deceived,  ftiduld  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  the 
deceiver ;  that  a  poor  woman  fhould  bring  forth  a  poor 
man  child;  and  poor  man  fliould  conquer  all  the  armed 
legions  of  hell;  and  that  by  his  ftripes  we  fliould  be  heal- 
ed ;  and  by  his  blood  we  fliould  be  waflied ;  and  this 
blood  fliould  fap  the  the  foundations  of  all  the  great  bul- 
warks that  were  raifcd  againll  the  little  city  ? 

6.  By  his  wifdom  he  brings  the  greatelt  good  out  of 
the  greateft  evil.  Could  there  be  any  thing  worfe  than 
fm  ?  Yet  out  of  this,  wifdom  brings  greater  glory  to 
God,  and-  greater  happinefs  to  irlan.  God  had  built 
the  fabric  of  th^  old  covenant  with  brick,  as  it  were ; 
the  devil  and'  our  firft  parents  pulled  it  down.  But, 
fays  (>od,  I  will  build  with  cedar;  and  all  the  devils 
in  hell  fliall  not  bring  it  down  :  "  Mercy  fliall  be  built 
up  for  ever,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  2.  O  here  is  wifdom!  And 
we  may  fay,  "  To  the  King  eternal,  imraortal,  the  only 
wife  G(xl,  be  glory  and  honour  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen,"  i  Tim.  i.  17. 

-*■  • 
IV.  The  fourth  general  head  propofed,  was,  To  fpeak 

of  the  ingratitude  of  the  citizens,  their  pronenefs  to  for- 
get their  deliverer;  Tet  no  man  remembered  the  fame  poor 
man.  This  is  the  fin  that  God  has  challenged  in  his 
church  many  times,  Deut.  xxxii.  i8-.  "  Of  the  rock  that 
begat  thee,  thou  haft  been  unmindful,  and  haft  forgotten 
God  that  formed  thee.  Pfal.  cvi.  21.  They  forgot  God 
their  Saviour,  who  had  done  great  things  in  Egypt. 
They  foon  forgot  his  work." 

I  might  here  fpeak  a  little  to  thefe  four  things,  i. 
Of  the  nature  of  their  vmmindfulnefs  or  forgctfulnefs.  2. 
The  obje<St  thereof:  they  forgot  the  poor  v)ife  man,  and 
his  work.    The  univerfality  of  this  cblvs^lorv^  ^^  •^^.Q^^  Tit* 
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member ed  the  fame  poor  man.     4,  The  rcafon  of  this  for- 
getfulnefs. 

1.  We  are  firft  to  view  the  nature  of  this  oblivion. 
For  underftanding  thereof  you  would  know»  that  forget- 
(ulnefs  of  Chrift  is  either  total  or  partial.  A  total  forget- 
fuJncfs  takes  place  in  the  wicked,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  God 
is  not  in  all  their   thoughts.     A  partial  forgetfulnefs  is 
coincident  to  believers  themfclves,  who  raay,  in  a  great 
meafure,  forget  what  God  hath  done  to  their  fouls.     Ac- 
tual forgetfulnefs  is  what  the  godly  may  be  guilty  of^  as 
David  after  his  grofs.fin  of  adultery,  when  he  was  con- 
triving the  murder  of  Uriah.     But  there  ia  ati  habitual 
forgetfulnefs  peculiar  to  the  wicked,  who  defire  not  the 
knowledge  of  God  ;  and  never  remember  God,  till  they 
be  driven  to  it  with  a  vengeance,  as  it  is  faid  of  thefe, 
"  When  he  flew  them,  then  they  fought  him;  they  re- 
membered that  God  was  their  Rock,  and  the  high  God 
their  Redeemer,"    They  never  remember  till  GckI  bring 
a  mortal  ftroke. — ^But  now,  this  forgetfulnefs  imports  the 
want  of  a  fpiritual  view  and  dlfcovery  of  God ;   and  the 
want  of  that  lively  impreffion  of  him  which  the  right  view 
of  him  doth  require.    We  cannot  rightly  remember  God, 
if  we  fee  not  his  perfetlions  Ihining  in  his  woric,  as  David 
did,  when  he  fays  of  God's  works,  "  In  wifdom  haft  thou 
made  them  all.''     When  we  fee  the  wifdom  and  power, 
and  other  attributes  of  God,  fhining  in  his  works,  parti- 
cularly in  his  delivering  the  little  city,  the  church,  then 
and  not  til^ien,  do  we  rightly  remember  them  ;  and 
when  we  ie?his  great  end  in  all  is  the  glory  of  thefe 
perfections,  and  entertain  due  impreifims  hereof  fo  as 
to  remember  not  only  in  a  fpeculative,  but  in  a  pra£tical 
and  appropriating  manner ;  and  when  we  remember  his 
delivering  us,  in  particular  from  the  power  and  policy 
of  the  great  things  that  were  againft  us,  and  render  to 
him  the  praife  due  to  his  name. 

2.  The  obje£l  of  this  forgetfulnefs:  No  man  rememier- 
ed  the  fame  poor  wise  man.  We  are  apt,  and  natu- 
rally  prone  to  forget  our  Creator,  to  forget  our  Redeem- 
er, and  Saviour,  and  Proteftor,  and  Benefa£tor,  our 
beft  Friend. — We  forget  the  Deliverer  himfclf,'the  poor 
with  man  found  iu  the  city.    We  forget  his  humanity, 
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that  he  is  a  man ;  his  divinity,  that  he  is  the  wifdom  of 
God;  his  humiliation  and  poverty,  that  for  our  fakes  he 
became  poor;  and  his  detlination  to  this  redemption-work; 
all  is  forgotten.  We  forget  all  the  deliverances  he  hath 
wrought,  the  redemption  he  hath  accomplifhed. — We 
forget  his  works  of  creation,  thoiigh  yet  the  heavens  de- 
clare his  glory. -—We  forget  his  wbrks  of  providence,  both 
profperoiis  and  advcrfe;  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
as  Ifrael  did,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  *^  Jcfliurun  waxed  lat 
and  kicked  :  he  forgot  God  that  made  him»  and  lightly 
efteemcd  the  Rock  of  his  falvation."  They  forget  the 
plagues  of  Egypt ;  the  drowning  of  the  Egyptians  ;  the 
folemn  appearance  of  God  on  Sinai,  when  the  hill  trem- 
bled under  the  weight  of  God ;  and  the  flames  afcended 
to  the  middle  heaven. — We  forget  bis  work  of  redemp- 
tian.  He  redeems  from  the  fury  of  juftice,  the  curfe  of 
the  Jaw,  the  bondage  of  fin,  the  flavery  of  Satan,  the 
iting  of  death  ;  from  the  wrath  of  God ;  that  terrible 
wrath,  that  intolerable  wrath,  that  interminable  wrath, 
that  powerful  and  eternal  wrath,  that  ever-coming 
wrath;  he  delivers  from  the  wrath  to  come:  and  yet  we 
are  apt  to  forget  the  Deliverer,  and  the  deliverance  :  AVe 
forget  this  red'emption,  and  the  neceffity  of  it ;  the  fiif- 
ficiency  of  it;  the  excellency  of  it;  the  efficacy  of  it ;  the 
fulnefs  of  it ;  the  acceptablenefs  of  it ;  all  is  forgotten. 
— We  forget  alfo  his  work  of  regeneration,  the  work  cf 
conviction,  aftd  humiliation  ;  the  work  of  converfion,  ^nd 
fanftification.  Though  this  work  of  grace  efe^uates  a 
real  change,  a  fenfiblc  change,  an  univerfal  cnange;  yet 
all  may  be  forgotten,  in  fo  much,  that  we  may  pofe  the 
believer  himfclf,  have  you  a  regeneration-frame,  the 
fame  temper  of  fpirit  you  had  in  the  day  of  believing  ? 
*'  Where  is  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine 
cfpoufals  r'* — Yea,  communications  and  manifeftations, 
and  communion-experiences  may  all  be  fearfully  for- 
gotten. 

3.  The  univerfality  of  this  oblivion ;  ko  -hks  remem* 
bered  the  fame  poor  man.  That  this  unbelieving  forget- 
ful nefs  of  Ghrift,  the  Redeemer,  is  univerfal,  appears 
evident  from  two  arguijients. 

(1.)  From  the  xnftances  of  all  ages  of  tUa  ^^-^^4^- — 
Vol,  V.  +  Z  ^^^^ 
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The  firft  man  that  ever  was,  began  his  apoftacy  from 
God  by  his  fin  ;  he  forgot  the  favour  of  God  in  giving 
him  fuch  an  excellent  being,  and  fuch  excellent  benefits; 
forgot  the  covenant  that  Gud  entered  into  with  him, 
forbidding  him  to  eat  of  the  tree,  that  was  in  the  midft 
of  the  garden  upon  peril  of  eternal  ruin  to  himfelf  and  his 
]):)llerity  ;  yet  the  hifling  of  the  ferpent  drove  all  out  of 
his  milid. — How  quickly  did  Noah  forget  the  great  de- 
liverance from  the  deluge,  when  all  the  rell  of  the  world 
was  overwhelmed  in  the  midft  of  the  waters  ;  he  was 
n.)  fooner  faved  from  water,  than  he  was  drowned  in 
winc.-^How  quickly  did  Lot  forget  the  deliverance  from 
the  damea  of  Sodom,  and  fell  into  the  fire  of  lull. — So- 
lomr)n  forgot  the  God  that  appeared  to  him  thrice,  and 
turned  to  idolatry. — David  quickly  forgot  the  Lord's  de- 
livering him  from  Saul,  and  fell  into  the  fin  of  adultery 
and  murder.  Ifrael  forgot  God  and  all  his  works  of 
\vonder.- — The  ten  lepers,  all  bat  one,  forgot  to  return 
and  give  praife  to  God  that  healed  them — The  difciples 
of  Chrill,  quickly  forgot  the  miracles  of  the  loaves; 
they  got  fweet  communion  wiih  Ghrift,  yet  Judas  and 
his  party  foon  drove  all  out  of  their  minds.  No  man  re- 
Dicmbtrcd  the  poor  tifife  man. 

(2.)  It  appears  from  the  many  remembrancers  and  me- 
morials that  the  Lord  Jcfus  has  fet  up  of  himfelf,  and  his 
works,  as  prefervatives  againft  this  forgetting  him.  God's 
works  of  creation  are  his  remerubrancers,  while  the  hea- 
vens declare  his  glory. — God's  works  of  providence  are 
his  remembrancers.  ''  He  hath  not  left  himfelf  without 
a  witnefs,"  even  among  the  heathen,  giving  them  rain 
and  fruitful  fca{fr*is:  every  drop  of  rain  is  a  memorial  of 
Gi)cl,  Grid's  ordinances  are  hi;?  remembrancers  ;  why 
}i.i3  :ie  jiven  us  Sabbalhs  and  facraments,  but  to  benie- 
jiioriciLs  of  the  works  of  Chrift,  and  the  death  of  Ghrift? 
Du  this  in  rejnemljrance  of  me.  In  a  word,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
1:;  given  to  be  a  remembrancer,  Johnxiv.  26.  *'  I  will 
give  the  Comforter,  and  he  fhall  bring  all  things  to  your 
remembrance."  I  have  been  long  preaching  among 
you,  might  Chrift  fay,  and  given  you  many  a  fermon; 
but  all  is  gone,  you  forgot  all ;  therefore,  I  will  fend  the 
J  [u!y  Gholl  to  be  vout  x^\xvttnbraucer.— Thefe  things 

evi- 
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evidence  the  univerfality  of  this  fin:  No  man  remembered 
the  poor  wife  7naiu     Now  conficler  here, 

4.  The  reafon  of  this  forgetfulnefs.  And  there  is  thefs 
four  following  reafons  we  Ihall  affign  for  it. 

(r.)  It  flows  from  the  univerfal  depravation  of  our 
nature:  tlfe  memory,  with  all  the  reil  of  the  faculties  of 
the  foul,  got  a  dafli  by  the  fall  of  Adam  ;  our  heads 
were  dalhed  to  pieces,  when  we  fell  from  fuch  a  height 
of  happinefs  to  fuch  a  depth  of  mifery. 

(2.)  It  flows  from  the  little  efteera  and  value  that  peo- 
pie  have  for  the  poor  wife  man,  and  his  great  works  of 
redeeming  and  delivering  us.  It  is  ftrange  to  think,  how 
much  the  works  of  men  will  bft  admired,  and  the  works 
of  God  flighted.  If  a  phyfician  fiiall  perform  a  cure  up- 
on a  man  that  is  defperately  difeafed,  and  dangeroully 
ill,  the  man  will  be  more  taken  up  with  the  phyfician's 
work  than  with  God's  work ;  he  will  pay  his  phyfician, 
but  never  thank  his  God.  Many  will  read  the  works  of 
men  with  admiration,  and  read  hiilory  with  rapture;  but 
they  will  read  the  hiftory  of  the  life  and  death  of  Chrill 
without  ever  being  moved. 

(3.)  It  flows  from  this  that  the  memory  is  fluffed  with 
other  things,  even  with  the  trafti  of  hell ;  there  is  no 
room  for  Ghrilt  and  his  works  of  wonder:  it  was  a 
bafe  treatment  of  Chrift  when  he  was  fent  out  to  the 
stable,  laid  in  a  manger,  no  room  for  him  in  the  inn. 
But  it  is  a  thoufand  times  worfe,  when  your  heart  is  fo 
full  of  the  world,  lulls,  and  idols,  that  there  is  no  room 
for  Chrift. 

(4.)  It  flows  from  the  little  impreflion  that  Chrift  and 
his.redeeming  work  takes  upon  us.  Naturalifts  give  this 
as  a  reafon  of  remembrance,  when  a  thing  makes  a 
mighty  impreflion  on  the  brain.  But,  alas  !  the  works 
cf  God  flee  over  our  heads,  like  a  fliadow,  and  fo  are 
forgotten.  The  beft  thing  for  the  memory  is  the  Spirit 
of  God  coming  with  life  and  power  to  the  foul:  '*  I  will 
never  forget  thy  words,  fays  David;  why?  for  by  them 
thou  haftquickened  me."  It  left  an  impreflion,  and  there- 
fore abode.  When  the  word  of  God,  the  works  of  God, 
have  no  impreflion,  no  wonder  they  are  foon  forgotten  : 
iliere  is  a  fowl  of  the  air,  the  prince  of  the  ^o\j:^v-  vat\!v\^ 
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air,  the  devil,  be  picks  away  every  thing  you  hear,  if 
your  hearts  be  not  clofets  for  Ghrilh  If  he  were  your 
treafure,  your  hearts  would  be  the  cabinets;  *•  Where 
the  treafure  is,  there  the  heart  is  alfo." 

V.  The  fifth  and  lad  thing  propofed,  was,  The  a}>- 
plication  of  the  fubjeft.  And  this  we  Ihall  effay  in  an  ufc 
c'f  information,  lamentation,  trial  and  exhortation. 

We  are,  Firll,  to  deduce  fome  inferences  for  informa- 
tion.    Is  it  fo,  as  has  been  faid,  hence  fee, 

1.  The  defpicable  cafe  of  the  church  of  God  in  this 
world;  it  is  but  like  a  little  city,  and  a  few  men  in  it.  It 
is  a  defpifed  city.  The  world  calls  it  an  outcaft,  faying, 
**  This  isZion  whom'no  man  feeks  after,"  Jer.  xxx.  17. 
As  Chrill  was  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men  ;  fo  are  his 
friends  and  followers  :  they  are  a  tittle  flfx:k,  and  a  de- 
fpifed  fl  )ck.  Whatever  be  the  Rate  of  the  church  vi- 
fible;  fomctimes  when  it  appears  fair  as  the  moon,  clear 
as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  ;  and 
when  her  vifible  glory,  the  doflrine,  worfhip,  difoipline, 
and  government  is  not  defaced  ;  )''et  the  church  invifible, 
in  this  world,  is  for  ordinary,  a  poor,  fmall,  defpifed  com- 
pany; of  whom  it  is  faid,  Zeph.  iii.  12.  "I  will  leave 
in  the  midft  of  thee,  an  aftlided  and  poor  people,  and  they 
Ihall  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

2.  Hence  fee  the  dangerous  circum  fiance  of  the  church 
of  God  in  this  world.  It  is  a  city  befieged  by  a  great 
king,  building  great  bulwarks  againft  it.  The  church  is 
like  a  bulh  burnitig  in  the  midft  of  the  flames:  it  is  in  a 
dangerous  militant  ftate.  The  church  of  God  is  the  naan- 
child,  which  the  red  draor^n  ftands  ready  to  devour,  as 
foon  as  it  is  born,  Rev.  xii.  4.  What  a  helplefs  cafe  is 
the  church  of  God  into,  in  outward  appearance!  A  great 
city  cannot  ftand  out  well  againfl:  a  great  king,  and  great 
bulwarks;  far  lefs  a  little  city,  and  few  men  within  it. 

-:: .  Hence  fee  the  marvellous  grace  of  God  in  finding  cut 
a  Saviour,  and  a  great  one,  to  fave  the  little  city ;  and, 
behold,  "  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  tho' 
he  was  great  and  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became 
poor;"  and  in  the  capacity  of  a  poor  man,  tho'  yet  infi- 
nitely wife,  being  God  ^s  >Nt\l  ^a.^  man^he  delivered  the 
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cUy,  and  raifed  the  fiege.   O  fee  and  admire  liis  wifdom, 
by  which  he  delivered  the  city  ? 

4.  Hence  fee  the  matchlefs  ingratitude  of  the  vifible 
church,  where  fuch  a  great  deliverance  is  wrought ;  that 
110  man  fhould  remember  the  poor  wife  man  ;  that  they 
iliould  be  guilty  of  fuch  univerfal  oblivion.  Unbelief 
difcjvers  itfelt  by  unmiiidfulnefs ;  the  life  of  faith  is  a 
Wit  oi  fpiritual  remembrance  :  but  unbelief  appears  by 
forgctfulnefs  :  by  faitli  wc  remember  Chrift,  but  by  un- 
belief we  forget  him,  and  all  his  a£ts  of  kiudnefs  and 
love,  though  a  Handing  minillry  be  appointed  to  help 
our  memory;  and,  Oh!  what  a  horrid  ingratitude  is  it 
to  fjrget  him  that  minded  us?  Forgctfulnefs  is  the  fpring 
of  that  deluge  of  atheifm  and  wickednefs  that  ov^er-runs 
ine  world,  and  ihe  prefent  generation  ;  people  forget 
Gcd  and  Ghrill.  If  men  did  but  remember  there  is  a 
God  in  heaven,  that  notices  what  they  do,  they  could 
not  pra£tife  as  they  do  :  men  have  their  minds  fo  funk 
in  a  prefent  world,  that  they  mind  no  other  world ;  they 
forget  him  that  came  to  redeem  from  this  prefent  evil 
world,  and  to  provide  abetter:  while  wie  mind  only 
earthly  things  we  negle£t  the  great  falvation,  and  the 
great  Saviour  and  Deliverer. 

5.  Hence  fee  what  is  here  inferred,  vcr.  16.  that  wif- 
dom is  better  than  iirength:  Ghrift  is  frequently  here,  and 
in  the  Proverbs  reprefented  under  the  name  of  Wifdom; 
and  furely  tlie  wifdom  of  Chritt  is  better  than  the  ftrength 
of  man  ;  better  than  the  Iirength  of  carnal  jx)licy  ;  bet- 
ter ihan  the  ftrength  of  human  reafon  ^  better  than  thiS 
Iirength  of  armies :  yet  the  poor  man's  wifdom  is  de- 
fpifed,  and  his  words  are  not  heard ;  Chrifl:  is  defpifed, 
and  his  gofpel  neglefiled  and  reje£led* 

Ufe  2.  Let  us  then  apply  this  dodtrine  for  lamentation 
over  the  befieged  city  ;  particularly  the  diurch  of  Scot- 
land. Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  church,  and  then  of 
the  profeffors  thercia* 

Firft^  Of  the  church  of  Scotland,  more  generally  as 
a  city  befieged,  and  a  city  delivered  ;  and  yet  a  city  i'xxiAl 
ungrateful  and  unmindful  of  tlie  Deliverer. 

1//,  As  a  city  many  times,  and  many  ^H^.^^\:i^^vi^> 

Z  I  ^^^' 
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efpecially  by  the  devil  and  his  inllruments  ;  whom  God> 
in  rightcoufnefs,  fufFcred  to  vex  and  difturb  the  city,  and 
build  great  bulwarks  againft  it. 

I  might  here  begin  with  the  firft  foundation-ftone,  laid 
in  the  church  of  Scotland,  more  than  1600  years  ago, 
even  a  few  years  after  Chrift's  afcenfion,  when  God,  by 
means  of  perfe'cution,  fent  Chriftians  and  gofpel-profef- 
fors  firft  among  us;  and  we  were,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  a  lit- 
tle city  and  few  men  in  it.  Hov/  many  great  bulwarks 
of  paGj.in  darknefs,  and  heathen  idolatries,  were  built  in 
oppoiltion  to  the  little  city,  and  the  little  flock  that  were 
the  followers  of  Chrift,  when  there  was  here  a  temple 
for  Apollo,  and  there  a  temple  for  Diana;  one  for  Jupi- 
ter, and  another  for  Juno  ;  one  for  Mercury,  and  ano- 
thcr  f  ;r  Venus  ;  one  for  the  Sun,  and  another  for  the 
Moon  ;  one  for  this  god  and  gcddefs,  and  another  for 
that;  and  alfo  many  temples  for  the  devil,  for  offering fo 
many  bl.)ody  inhuman  facrifices  upon  ?  We  may  think, 
how  could  the  little  city  Hand  when  furrounded  with 
fuch  great  bulwarks  againft  it. 

I  might  go  forward  to  the  fifth  century,  when  the  lit- 
tle city  was  firft  formally  befieged,  and  the  great  bul- 
wark of  popifli  darknefs,  and  anti-chriftian  fuperftition 
huik  againft  it.  When  Palladius  v/as  fent  from  the 
Pope  of  Rome  to  Scotland,  the  little  city  did  hold  out 
againft  Rome,  for  a  long  time,  but  the  fiege  continued 
againft  the  city  fur  no  lefs  than  ten  centuries  ;  for,  from 
the  time  of  Palladius,  to  the  Reformation,  was  about  a 
thoufand  years  r  for,  till  the  fifteenth  century,  the  little 
city  was  covered  with  that  dark  cloud,  over-run,  oppref- 
fed,  and  almoft  v/holly  dellroyed  ;  only  amidft  thefe  dif- 
mal  days,  God  had  his  v/itnefles,  from  time  to  time, 
that  tcRified  againft  Rome  and  hell,  even  when  they 
were  carrying  all  before  them. 

Again,  I  might  dcfccnd  to  later  times,  when  the  little 
city  was  again  attacked,  and  had  the  great  bulwark  of 
prelatical  tyranny,  and  arbitrary  power  built  againft  it ; 
when  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  were  hunted,  purfued, 
yea,  perfecute  to  death,  imprifoned,  fined,  confined, 
banilhed,  martyred  and  murdered,  becaufe  of  their  ad- 
hering to  the  rights  and  to>j^VC\^%  ot  tlve  glorious  Lord 
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and  King  of  the  city.  Once  and  again  the  city  was  thus 
moleiled  before  the  late  Revolution;  and  many  witneifes 
are  yet  living,  that  can  attell  the  grievous  trials  of  the 
late  reigns  *. 

Further,  I  might  here  obferve  how  the  city  has  been 
bcfieged  and  attacked  feveral  ways  in  our  own  time,  and 
within  our  remembrance,  as  well  as  at  this  prefent  time; 
partly  v/ithuut  doors^  by  late  foreign  invafions,  and  a  late 
unnatural  rebellion  t»  wherein  a  popilh  fadlion  have  at- 
tempted to  ruin  the  city  in  all  her  moft  valuable  and  fa- 
cred  concerns ;  and  thofe  attempts  favoured  under-hand, 
by  parliamentary  afts,  tolerating  errors,  and  retturing 
patronages;  and  partly  within  doors,  while  unnatural  ci- 
tizens feek  in  a  manner  to  fap  the  foundations  thereof. 

Quest.  Who  are  thefe  within  the  little  city  that  dif- 
turb  the  peace,  and  deftroy  the  foundations  of  the  city. 

Answ.  Surelj'^,  if  there  be  any  party  within  the  ciiy, 
that  are  thieves  and  robbers,  not  coming  in  by  the 
doors  and  gates  of  the  city,  but  climbing  up  fome  other 
way;  if  there  be  who  feek  themfelves,  and  not  the  wel- 
fare of  the  city ;  or,  that  lift  up  hammers  and  axes  a- 
gainflthe  carved  work,  the  doctrine,  worlhip,  difcipline, 
and  government  of  the  city  ;  if  there  be  any  that  Hand 
not  to  condemn  gofpel-truth,  and  tolerate  damnable  er- 
r(jrs;  if  there  be  any  that  ftaad  not  to  offend  the  genera- 
tion of  the  righteous,  and  to  wound  the  citizens,  and 
Jmite  them,  and  take  away  the  vail  from  them  ;  if  there 
be  any  that  violently  thrufl:  in  pallors  upon  congregati- 
ons, or  officers  upon  the  city  over  the  belly  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  that  difcourage  a  holy  and  pious  fet  of  officers, 
and  encourage  a  loofe,  legaU  erroneous,  and  fcandalous 
fet ;  thefe  are  furely  the  dillurbers  of  the  peace  of  the 
city;  thefe  are  building  up  great  bulwarks  againft  it. 

^dly^  Take  ?i  view  of  the  church  of  Scotland  not  on- 
ly as  a  city  befieged,  but  as  a  city  hitherto  delivered  by 
tiie  wifdom  of  the  poor  wife  man,  the  glorious  Lord 
Jefus  ChriiL  By 

*  Alliidln^y,  I^artk-irarly  to  the  tiventy.ci;5!]t  years  i^erfccution,  iinder 
Clmrics  K.  Mid  Jam^s  VII.  between  1650.  niul  i6S«'?. 

t  Our  Auili  )r  here  has  his  eye  probal)ly  upon  tl^  intended  invafini 
*:,y  France,  in  I'avoiir  of  the  Pretender,  Anno  X70?*  aiul  vx>^^iv\  \V\*  ^^2^a^ 

;;:'.Qr>n  ai:-]  V.O.^:\\':n\  L:  tiic  y-vC.:  1715. 
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By  his  wifJoni  he  delivered  the  city,  firft  from  Pagan- 
ifm  :  not  only  did  he  make  the  gofpel  take-  fooling  in 
Scotland,  in  thefe  early  times  of  ChritUanity,  fo  quickly 
after  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  that  fome  reckoa  he  was 
not  fifteen  years  in  heaven,  till  he  fent  the  gofpel  to 
Scotland ;  and  about  fifteen  thereafter,  fent  another 
drove  of  Chriftians,  flying  before  the  fecond  primitive 
perfecution  to  our  land,  becaufe  they  heard  the  gofpel 
was  received  there  :  But  alfo,  in  the  two  hundred  and 
third  year  of  Chrilt,  fet  up  a  ChriiUan  king,  Donald  the 
Fir II,  who  eilablilhed  Ghriilianity  by  law^ ;  and  broke 
down  the  bulwarks  of  Paganifm,  that  were  fupported 
by  the  Bards,  and  Druids,  and  Pagan  priefts.  This 
deliverance  he  eifeded  by  little  and  little,  till  heathea 
idolatry  was  abolilhed. 

Again,  By  his  wifdora  he  remarkably  delivered  the 
city,  at  the  glorious  Reformation  from  Popery,  and  black 
antichriftian  fuperdition.  He  turned  back  our  long 
thoufaiid  years  captivity,  as  ftreams  in  the  fouth,  and 
made  light  to  lliine  out  of  darknefs,  by  raifing  up  burn- 
ning  and  ihining  lights,  holy,  wife,  and  zealous  inftru- 
ments,  for  beginning,  carrying  on,  and  advancing  that 
glorious  work,  and  that  in  a  way  of  Solemn,  National 
Covenanting,  from  time  to  time  ;  in  which  courfe,  the 
Lord  gave  fignal  evidences  of  his  gracious  prefence  and 
countenance. 

Again,  By  his  wifdom  he  mercifully  delivered  tlie 
<:^ity  at  the  late  remarkable  Revolution,  wherein  he  gave 
us  more  than  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage,  that  we 
were  under  unto  Prelacy  and  tyranny  ;  and  put  an  op- 
portunity ill  our  hands  of  advancing  reform ation-woik, 
more  than  we  had  heart  and  courage  to  do,  at  that  pe- 
riod. But  yet,  tho'  the  glory  of  the  fecond  temple,  was 
not  equal  to  the  glory  of  the  firft;  I.  mean,  the  Revoluti- 
on far  inferior  to  the  Reformation ;  yet  it  was  fuch  a  glo- 
rious work  of  God,  in  delivering  the  city  from  thefe 
that  fought  the  utter  ruin  thereof,  that  multitudes  in 
this  generation,  have  feen  the  glory  of  GJod  in  his  fanc- 
tuary,  and  been  brought  to  enjoy  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  the  city  of  God  ;  in  fo  much,  that  fome 
Aave  thought,  thai  as  maxx^  Vvv^^  (fciared  of  the  bleffed 
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fruits  of  this  happy  Re voiut ion,  v/ithia  thefe  forty  years 
pall,  though  in  a  more  diflufed  way  through  the  whole 
nation,  as  Ihared  formerly  of  tiie  bleffed  fruits  of  the 
former  ilcformation,  in  a  more  confined  way  at  remark- 
able times  and  places,  when  the  fpirit  was  poured  out 
upcjn  great  multitudes  at  once.  Whatever  be  in  this, 
yet,  we  have  reafon  to  put  a  remark  upon  the  wifdom, 
power,  and  grace  of  our  gloriouc  Deliverer. 

finally^  liy  his  wildom  he  has  from  time  to  time,  and 
even  liitherto,  delivered  the  city,  not  only  from  invafions 
and  infurrc^tions  that  threatened  tiie  ruin  of  the  churcii 
and  ilate,  and  reducing  of  us  unto  Popifh  bondage,  and 
Antichriilian  darknefs  ;  but  fo  far  has  he  delivered  the 
city  alfo,  even  from  difturbers  and  dellroyers  within 
the  city,  that  g(»fpel-light  is  yet  Ihining  among  us,  and 
\vt  have  yet  acccls  to  pure  gofpel-ordinances :  we  arc 
yet  allowed,  in  peace,  to  keep  our  folemn  fealls  ;  wc 
have  Sabbath  upon  Sabbath,  fermon  upon  fermon ; 
Frecepi  upon  precept ^  and  line  upon  Une  ;  and  whatever 
diforders  have  been,  and  do  take  place  in  the  city, 
hitherto  fnme  teftimony  has  been  kepi  up;  and,  I  hope, 
he  has  referved  to  himfelf  a  wreiHing  remnant  in  Scot« 
land,  both  miniflers  and  people,  that  have  occa'fion  to 
to  fay,  by  refledlion  on  all  the  deliverances  he  has 
hitherto  granted,  as  it  is,  PlaL  cxxiv*  i,-— 4-  **  Had  not 
the  I^ord  been  on  our  iide,  when  men  role  up  againO:  us, 
they  had  fwallowed  us  up  quick :  the  waters  had  over- 
whelmed us,  and  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our 
fouls."— Thus  we  may  view  it  as  a  delivered  city. 

3^/y,  We  may  look  upon  this  church  as  a  city  inott 
ungrateful  and  unmindful  <i  her  Deliverer :  and  this  is 
the  great  caufe  of  all  the  diforders,  divilions,  and  con- 
fufions,  all  the  troubles  and  diAreiTes,  that  befal  the 
city;  No  man  reinembered  the  fame  pcor  man*  Wc  are 
univerlally  unbelieving  and  unmindful ;  forget  to  ren- 
der the  praifes  due  to  the  Deliverer :  we  hirve  no  due 
confiderntion  of  what  God  has  done  for  us ;  no  deep 
impreffion  of  his  wonderful  mercy ;  no  praftical  remem- 
brance of  his  favour ;  his  goodnefs  has  not  led  us  to 
repentance.  No  wonder  that  many  defolations  arc  to 
be  feen  in  the  city;  for,  many  times  Chrift.b^&'Ca.vA.x^^'s.^ 
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as  to  Jerufalem,  *'  Haw  often  would  I  have  gathfered  thy 
children  under  my  wings,  as  a  hen  doth  her  chickens,  and 
ye  would  not  ?  therefore,  behold,  your  houfe  is  left  defo- 
late."  No  man  remembered  the  poor  wife  mani  who  is 
the  great  Deliverer  of  the  city. 

Where  is  the  man  that  remembers  duly  the  great  de- 
liverance that  God  gave  to  Scotland  at  the  firll  plantation 
of  the  gofpel,  when  he  payed  fuch  an  early  vifit  to  us, 
when  we  were  nothing  but  a  pack  of  blind  pagans,  when 
we  were  worftiipping  nothing  but  ftocks,  and  ftones,  and 
devils  ?  Where  is  the  man  that  remembers  the  great 
deliverance  he  wrought  for  us  at  the  glorious  Reformation 
when  he  threw  down  the  bulwarks  of  popery,  fo  many 
ages  after  he  had  demolifhed  the  bulwarks  of  paganifm  ? 
Where  is  the  man  that  remembers  the  merciful  delive- 
rance wrought  for  us  at  the  Revolution,  (for,  I  confine 
myfelf  tothe  moft  known  and  remarkable  periods;)  tlie 
fruits  of  which  deliverance  we  yet  enjoy  (under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  peaceful  prince,  whofe  royal  family's  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  throne  was  interwoven  with  that  remark- 
able period;)  which  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  our  great 
and  glorious  Deliverer,  we  ought  to  remember  as  long  as 
we  enjoy  thefe  gofpel-ordinances  in  peace  and  freedom, 
and  without  fear  of  outward  hoftile  difturbance,  fuch  as 
the  followers  of  Chrift  met  with  in  former  reigns,  before 
the  faid  merciful  Revolution  ?  Again,  where  is  the  man 
that  remembers  the  many,  many  other  particular  deli- 
verances, former  and  later,  that  this  land  has  been  fa- 
voured with?  And,  how  many  a  time  he  has  beat  down 
the  great  bulwarks  of  hell,  againfl  the  little  city  ? 

Oh  !  ungrateful  Scotland  !  How  have  we  forgotten 
our  folemn  covenanted  allegiance  to  our  glorious  Deliver- 
er !  We,  again  and  again,  fwore  with  uplifted  hands  to 
he  for  him  and  his  truth,  and  to  defend  the  dodtrine, 
worfnip,  difcipline,  and  government  of  his  houfe,  ac- 
cording to  the  fcripture-pattern,  in  oppofition  to  all  er- 
rors and  antichriflian  corruptions  whatfoever.  What  evi- 
dences have  we  given  of  our  ingratitude  and  forpetful- 
nefs,  that,  inftead  of  remembering  thefe  national  en- 
gagements, we  have,  in  many  inftances,  contradicted 
our  covenanted  allegiance^  ^tvd  defert^d  our  covenanted 
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principles,  broken,  burnt,  and  buried  'our  covenants ! 
*'  D^  v/e  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  fbolilh  andumvife  ?" 
What  ingratitude  appears  towards  our  Deliverer  in  the 
encroachments  made  upon. the-  rules  of  God's  word, 
Vv'hich  we  fvvore  to  walk  by  ?  and  to  the  conftitution  of 
this  church,  which  our  reformers  declared  to  be  founded 
thereupon,  in  the  robbing  God's  people  of  the  right  to 
chufe  their  own  pallors  ;  a  right  to  which  our  church, 
by  her  books  of  difcipline,  affert  to  belong  to  them,  by 
the  warrant  of  God's  word  ?  But  our  defeftion  and  re- 
ccflion  from  the  good  old  way  in  that  matter,  has  come 
to  a  height,  by  feveral  fteps  :  to  me  this  receffion  feeras 
to  have  been  commenced  in  the  afferably  1649,  confirm- 
ed and  advanced  in  the  parliament  1690,  and  now  fome 
way  confummiite  and  compleated  in  the  prefent  year 
1732,  fo  as  it  never  war,  before  by  any  deed  of  the 
clnirch  *.  Again, 

*  That  iliC  oiij'.in  of  p2.tr or..? re  l^-^w^d  from  :lic  f«-!r:i'  diair.  i:.  j^iantcl  hy 
everyone;  tliiit  "il  h'lih  b'^en  a  htMvy  burden  on  ih'j  c-.i'.»rch,  J»n.l  nr»-In."li»c 
of'lliii  nio.t  ciirtfr.l 'JD'./cq-.i^nc:!,  la  rbuiiiinily  n^tonv  ;  ihii  jt  n^vcr  did  on-.- 
port  with  P.' c: !;>•:?•■/,  'jut  wa"  alwivs  iricorr.;)r«ru*''.  i'li-.tto.  i,  ev)«.ftni,  f<om 
irj  1)ein;T  f.  ir  i-.'^ly  aVo'  Tifd  when  I^r-fbvtriy  hfij  the  nirciT^Tr ;  fhit  ir  h;«h 
rl"'  'V!?,  line:  rh^  Iljforrriar ion,  b-ren  Inched  upon  as  a.i  iji.oIffrJjL*  yoke  and 
i;i*l'j?ro!tiib'ic  p^rievancc  in  tli-:  Cliuich  of  Scothiid,  is  ma.iiiVl!,  fro.ii  the  'M.v,f 
ai  J  -irai.ces  fl^.e  hath  rr.ad;;  agJinft  it,  ai.d  aitcnipf-  uiod  lo ;;«  rid  of  it: — 
This  IS  not  at  all  furprilm5,  fscing  li  is  conir-iry  to  the  facred  VoLime, 
ar.d  inconfiUent  wi'h  our  Stand jriis.  Tnat  l'i»troi;.i;je  ii  n.i  licr  aJresaMs 
Vi  ilie  rule  of  God's  ^vord,  :-.or  lo  ihe  a;'»oflcr.c  prr.J{;;.-».  ii  spp.T-Lnt  f.om 
Aj^.s  i.  23.  26.  vl  3.  viii.  14.  xiji.  3.  xi*/."?^.  x/i.  o.  1  Jchn  \:.  i.  and 
:  Ji)lin  10.  Thai  it  is  incouiii^cnt  with  oar  Srnndaids,  is  j-.id:n  (vdx.y  ihs 
Second  Book  of  Difcipline,  Chap.  :iii.  Par.  10,  n.— lio.-  cri.TJinaliy  ^uiliy 
then  nr.ull:  boih  the  Frefenters  a;id  Accepters  of  ptf.v.ntations  h.\  I — T-is  Pre - 
fcnteis  olprclcniaiions  mull  Le  highly  culpable,  fine:;  th^y  :it.:  diametrically 
op^)t)fitc  toihe  facrcd  cannon,  coniiary  to  reifuii  iirdl",  (he  prafiic-  of  ta-::  pji- 
mitive  and  piireit  ages  of  the  church  ;  a  plain  i-.v^roa. hin^p.c  up)n  ihe  naiur.il 
rinhrs  of  mankind,  and  the  laws  cf  Ir-e  Ibcieiier. ;  a  cruel  opprs^ifion  upon  To- 
cjcties  of  men,  who  duly  value  th«*lr  immorial  (ou's ;  and  rpcni  a  door  for  a 
corrvpi  and  lax  mi;!illry  to  cr.^cr  \:vo  the  chiir^ii  — T\\i  Accepters  can;nt 
biit  be  iii^ihly  pii'ty,  becAuff;,  if  ili*;  L'.it.-oii  is  ^jilty  of  a  finfiil  i':rijrj)atnn  o.;cr 
ihc  chiinh  of  God,  and  Ipoiiing  and  robbing  her  of  her  jail  rights  and  privi- 
Jcf.?.L  to  choofe  her  own  cfr'cers  ar.J  cvcrfcer?,  thrn  the  Accepter  Lz.corr.es  part* 
i.cr  with  him,  appiovinr;  him  in  h's  lin,  h'i:v.olc;-.i!!n:»  his  ufurp^d  pow.^r,  cn- 
couingcs  ar»d  hardcnr,  liim  in  his  pni't.  B-^iidcc,  i\\t  Accepter  ach  contr.irv  ro 
the  known  principl'.'s  of  Pref^vLjiia;!!,  and  their  own  cnoaTcmciit:. ;  fally  pre- 
judices thr  Cucctrb  of  the  gofptJ,  nnd  iheirown  miniP.ry  ;  iiicrcales  the  prf:jiKli:.f:s 
of  the  people  ajjainll  themfelvco;  and  opens  a  door  to  many  dilm?l  evils,  as 
Si.r.onaical  pactions,  unchiii(i<tn  C(>iiien:ions  in  judicatoiic;?,  (.pprelfiv'e  con- 
cilTu^ns  in  pariflits,  vexatious  prcPrcii  ions,  and  I'candaloiis  ir.tiulions ;  which 
h  ftifl  th.'.  more  nnacci>nntable,  in  rf;;ard  they  have  it  in  their  p.)wer  by  an  a;^ 
17  I y,  to  rc.iucr  Patronage    ai>"3itive,    Ly   iejef:inj»  tU*:   nviOiwv.^.v.va^ — -^x^yscv 
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Again,  what  ingratitude  do  we  mauifcft  towards  our 
Deliverer,  in  our  forgetting  and  neglediug  to  appoint 
national  thanklgiviflg  day^t  tor  the  many  mercies  and 
deliverances  that  God,  from  time  to  time  gave^  and 
national  fall-days  and  humiliation-days  for  our  na- 
tional guilt ;  particularly,  in  this  univerfal  fia  of  not 
remembering  our  Deliverer  and  delivrerancc,  but  cafting 
all  his  goodnefs  behind  our  backs  ?  What  ingratitude 
are  we  chargeable  with  in  ni>t  improving  gofpeUlight 
yet  continued  with  us  ? 

How  guilty  ane  we  in  not  remembering  God,  and  the 
rigiiteoufnefs  of  God,  Rmidft  all  the  evils  that  befal  the 
little  city  ?  For,  "  Is  there  evil  in  the  city,  and  I  have 
not  done  it,  faith  the  Lord  ?'*  Though  we  cannot  juftify 
any  treacherous  Judas,  who  betrays  Chrill  and  his  truth; 
nay,  nur  vindicate  any  timorous  Peters,  who,  under 
fome  temptation,  may  deny  Chrill  and  his  caufe  at  a  i 
time  ;  nor  ought  to  juftify  any  wicked  inllruments  of  ' 
the  difpeace,  deftru£lion  and  dillurbance  of  the  city;  j 
yet  we  ought  to  juftify  God  in  all  that  does  befal  us, 
and  acknowledge  his  righteoufnefs;  for,  "  Have  we  not  j 
procured  thcfe  things  unto  ourfelves,  in  that  we  have 
forfaken  the  Lord  our  God,"  the  Deliverer  of  the  city  ? 
Jer.  ii,  17.  "  Our  own  wickednefs  doth  correQ:  us,  and 
our  backflidings  reprove  us.'*  We  have  not  rightly 
iraproven  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  city,  that 
Ibmetiraes  we  have  enjoyed;  therefore,  God  juftly 
fufFers  us  to  be  a  city  robbed  and  fpoiled,  rent  and 
dillurbed.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  rail  upon  minifters, 
affemblies,  judicatories  or  inftruraents.  We  ought  not 
to  brin^  a  railing  accufation  againft  the  devil  himfelf, 
but  rather  fay.  The  Lord  rebuke  thee  :  the  Lord  rebuke 

the  above  hint,  the  coiiJoil  of  tlie  AfTembly  1732,  in  appending,  by  ihe;r  A?>.  I 

fiich  a  ^^nftion  to  Patrona:je,  mull  appear  vaOly  ftrangc ;  a  fanAlon  uiipar.il- 
Llid  by  any  preccdln;;  AiTembly.  That  thcfe  who  (hould  be  the  guardians  uf 
the  cburcli's  lights,  and  libenics,  and  x^ho  ouirht  to  comribute  the  utmo'fc  of 
their  endeavours  v^  ni;untain  them,  and  cmbr;*;,-  every  opportunity,  to  be  nnit 
cf  any  Inc^■oaJlmcu^?  made  upon  thc?m,  (boukl  themll-lvcs  wreath  a  yoke  alH>ui  1 

the  necks  oi  difciples,  which  nLUIjcr  ihiy  nor  their  forefathers  were  able  to  bear,  ' 

bow  amazing  I  ho.v  in<  onbiftent ! — A? the  arbitrary  proceediiios  of  ilie  AiTembly 
in  tl.ib  mafUT,  w.i^  one  of  the  principal  grounds  that  gave  rife  to  the  Scceflion, 
it  was  judged  proper  to  gWc  thii  (h.rt  hint,  tliat  tliat  a^ir  aiay  appear  in  As 
fTOpn'i  J/t^ht.     Sec  above,  V-  "^'i^- 

the 
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the  devil  and  bis  indrum^nts ;  the  Lord  rebuke  an 
erroneous  fpirit ;  the  Lord  rebuke  a  backfliding  fpirit ; 
the  Lord  rebuke  the  iuftrumenlsof  thcckurcb^s  calamity. 
*'  The  Lord  is  righteous,  for  we  have  finned."  Say  oot. 
Such  andfuch  perlbushavebrought  ruin  upon  the  church; 
for,  it  is  you  and  I,  by  our  fins»  that  have  provoked  God 
to  do  it,  and  will  provoke  him  to  more  terrible  wrath, 
if  we  be  not  humbled  for  our  fma  ;  and  particularly  for 
our  not  remembering  duly  our  Lord  Jefus^  the  Deliverer 
of  the  city.     But  now,  ^ 

Secondly^  To  forbear  any  further  about  the  public^ 
and  clofe  with  what  more  particularly  concerns  every 
one  of  us,  how  may  we  lament  our  forgctfulnefs  of  Chrift  ? 
Though  his  name  be  as  ointment  poured  forth,  we  do 
not  remember  his  love,  his  precepts,  his  proraifc^  provi- 
dence, and  ordinances-  How  is  this  evident  ?  Alas  \ 
when  do  we  fit  down  and  admire  him,  and  hia  works  of 
redeeming  love  ?  If  you  fee  a  curious  piece  of  art,  how 
are  you  allonifhed?  And  yet  how  little  filled  with  W9n- 
der  at  what  God  has  done  !  We  may  pofe  tlic  cou- 
fciences  of  fomc,  whether  they  ever  fat  down  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  all  their  life-time,  full  erf  wander  at  the  great 
deliverance  Chrift  hath  wrought  for  finners?— Again^ 
when  do  you  trumpet  forth  the  deliverance  that  Chriit 
hath  wrought,  and  declare  to  others  what  Chrift  hath 
wrought  for  you,  or  for  his  church  ?  This  is  th«  exer- 
cifc  of  the  faints,  with  a  charming  accent,  to  cry  out, 
''  Thou  art  glorious  in  holinefs,  fearful  in  pfaifes»  excel- 
lent in  working,  doing  wonders.*' — Again,  when  do  you 
meJitate  upon  hi  mi,  and  upon  what  he  has  done  for  you, 
and  the  church,  the  little  city?  This  is  the  exerciie  of 
the  faints  that  remember  him;  "  My  meditation  of  him 
Ihall  be  fweet.'*  Alas!  we  all  want  confideration ; 
*'  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mafter's 
crib,  but  my  people  do  not  know,  Ifracl  doth  not  corifider." 
Confider  howfinful  and  provoking  thisevil  of  forgctfulnefs 
is,  and  the  hurtfulnefs  of  it:  it  is  a  manlfeil  contempt  not 
to  remember  or  regard  the  operation  of  his  hand.  If  aflti!- 
ful  artift  fhould  fpend  half  his  time  in  making  a  curious 
piece  of  work,  and  bring  it  to  you,  and  you  fliould  un- 
dervalue it,  how  highly  might  the  lUiati  bt  t&L^^4.\ 
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How  much  more  may  God  be  oiFended  .when  you  forget 
his  works !     God  has  fpent  fix  days  in  the  work  of  crea- 
tion, near  fix  thoufand  years  in  the  work  of  providence, 
and  as  much  time,  yea,  an  eternity  itfelf,  in  the  work 
of  redemption;  and  ftiall  we  forget  and  undervalue  all? 
What  a  manifeft  contempt  is  this  of  God,  and  his  Ghrift  ! 
It  is  alio  horrid  unthankfuloefs,  that  he  (hould  work  for 
iis,  and  work  in  us,  and  we  never  think  upon  it.      It  is 
a  defeating  the  defign  of  his  work.     His  defign  is,   that 
we  may  fee  his  attributes  Ihining  in  his  works  of  grace 
and  mercy,  in  which  fo  many  wonder?  fhine :  wonder- 
ful wifdom,  wonderful  power,  wonderful  holinefs,   won- 
derful judice,  wonderful  mercy,  wonderful  truth.     His 
defign  is,  that  his  doings  may  be  incentives  to  duty  in 
U3,  and  that  we  may  publifti  his  doings  to  pofterity  ;  but, 
by  forgetfulnefs,  we  endeavour  to  defeat  all  his  defigns. 
This  forgetfulnefs  is  the  mother  of  apoftacy.     If  we  for- 
get our  duty,  we  forfake  our  duty  ;   if  we  forget  God, 
we  forfake  God,  and  depart  from  him.     This  forget- 
fulnefs provokes  God :    when  the  city  forgets  what  he 
hath  done  for  it,  this  provokes   God  to  do  no  more  for 
the  city.     It  provokes  God,  initead  of  works  of  deliver- 
ance and  mercy,  to  work  fome  work  of  judgment,  and 
to  perform  a  llrange  work.     If  we  forget  God,  we  pro- 
voke him,  by  the  law  of  retaliation,  to  forget  us  :    yea, 
total  forgetfulnefs  of  God  brings  on  univerfal  ruin;  "  The 
wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that 
forget  God." 

Ufe  3.  We  might  apply  this  dodlrine  for  trial.  Hence 
you  may  try  your  ftate.     If  you  be  in  a  fafe  ftate,  then, 

1.  You  will  be  like  a  little  city;  you  will  be  very  little 
in  your  own  eyes;  a  poor  helplefs  creature  in  your  own 
elleem. 

2.  You  have  feen  yourfelf  befieged  ;  you  have  feen 
.yourfelf  to  be  under  the  wrath  of  God,  under  the  pow- 
er of  the  devil,  under  the  dominion  of  fin  and  death: 
you  have  feen  great  bulwarks  built  up  agaihft  you, 
which  it  was  impoffible  for  you  to  bring  down  ;  and 
that  you  were  undone  for  ever  unlefs  you  met  with  a 

Deliverer.    . 

>1C 
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3.  If  your  ttate  be  fafe,  you  have  a  view  of  Chrift, 
the  Deliverer  and  Saviour ;  you  have  got  a  view  of  hisn 
as  a  man,  a  God-man,  a  poor  man,  a  poor  but  wife 
man,  a  man  found  out  of  God  for  this  work.  Have 
you  feen  him  to  be  the  wifdomof  God,  and  the  power  of 
God?  And  have  you  feen  the  wifdom  of  God  Ihining 
in  his  delivering  the  city,  by  fatisfying  the  jallice  of 
God,  deilroying  the  works  of  the  devil,  giving  himfclf 
a  facrifice  for  fin,  and,  by  death,  delivering  from  the 
lling  of  death,  and  fo  the  wildom  of  Gcd  in  deftroying 
the  bulwarks  that  were  built  againft  you  ? 

4.  Have  you  been  brought  to  the  believing  remembrance 
of  hira,  to  a  daily  remembrance  of  him  ;  and  are  you 
afili£ted  that  you  remember  him  fo  little  ?  But  your  er- 
rand to  a  communion-table  was  to  remember  him,  and 
what  he  hath  done  for  you  ;  and  is  it  your  defire  and 
endeavour  to  refnember  him  ftill,  and  to  remember  his 
love  more  than  wine;  and  to  remember  to  live  on  him, 
and  to  live  to  him  ? 

Ufe  4.  I  would  now  clofe  with  a  word  of  exhortation. 

1.  That  you  would  come  to  Chrift  the  Deliverer  of  the 
city.  O  finner  !  while  you  are  without  Chrift  you  are 
in  a  dangerous  cafe  ;  you  are  like  a  little  city,  having 
great  kings  againft  you,  erefting  great  bulwarks  againft 
you, — God's  bulwarks  are  fet  againft  you  ;  his*  juftice, 
his  wrath,  his  curfe,  his  vengeance,  how  can  you  efcape? 
Are  you  able  to  fight  againft  God  ? — The  devil's  bul- 
warks are  againft  you,  and  you  cannot  ftand  againft 
his  temptations ;  he  will  tempt  you  to  fin  till  he  turn 
you  to  hell,  if  he  get  his  will  of  you- — Sin's  bulwarks 
are  againft  you  ;  the  guilt  of  fin,  the  power  of  fin  you 
ly  under:  fin  will  prcfs  you  to  hell  if  you  be  not  deliver- 
ed.— Death's  bulwarks  are  againft  you  ;  how  foon  you 
fhall  die  is  uncertain  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  this  night,  or 
to-morrow,  cr  the  next  day  ;  you  know  not  precifely  ; 
but  come  death  when  it  will,  if  it  meet  you  out  of  Chrift, 
it  will  have  a  terrible  fting,  a  terrible  train  of  woes  and 
miferies  to  all  eternity ;  the  firft  death  will  be  followed 
with  the  fecond  death,  which  is  the  lake  which  burns 
with  fire  and  brimftone,  Rev*  xxi.  8.     And  tlvet^^^x^^Q^ 
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fmncr !  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ;  flee  for  refuge  to 
Ghrift  the  Deliverer. 

V/ill  you  come  to  the  Godman  for  deliverance?  Will 
you  inlift  yourfelf  with  the  p^or  wife  man?  Will  you  go 
*whb  this  man?  You  have  no  wifdom  to  deliver  your- 
felvea,  no  more  than  you  have  pov,/er.;  but  be,  by  bis 
wifdom,  delivers  the  city.  Though  you  have  been  play- 
ing ths  fool  all  your  days,  and  though  you  be  never  fuch 
a  witlefs  fool,  this  man  minds  you ;  here  is  wifdom  to 
deliver  you:  He  is  made  of  God  to  you  wifdom.  By  his 
wifdom  he  fatisfied  God's  juftice;  by  bis  wifdom  he  de- 
feat the  devil ;  by  his  wifdom  he  deftroyed  fin ;  by  his 
wifdom  he  conquered  death.  O  take  on  with  the  Deli- 
verer, and  you  have  the  deliverance  ;  for,  he  that  is  the 
Saviour  is  the  falvation  of  fmners.  Though  yon  can 
do  nothing,  it  needs  be  no  Hop  to  you,  for  wifdom  can 
do  all  for  you.  O  be  content  that  you  be  nothing,  and 
that  he  by  his  wifdom  be  all  to  you,  and  do  all  for  you. 
It  is  a  leading  part  of  faith  to  know  that  you  cannot  favc 
or  deliver  yourfelves,  and  to  welcome  the  Saviour  and 
falvation  brought  to  your  hand ;  and  believingly  to  re- 
member what  he  has  done  for  you,  and  what  he  is  ready 
to  do  to  you.  Say  not,  there  ftands  fo  many  things  in 
the  way ;  darknefs,  deadnefs,  hardnefs,  unbelief,  en- 
mity»  and  innumerable  evils  that  you  need  to  be  deli- 
vered from  ;  tor  it  is  his  office  to  deliver  the  city,  to  de- 
liver the  foul  from  all  thefe  bulwarks  of  hell ;  fince  he 
by  his  infinite  wifdom  offers  to  deliver,  put  all  the  v/ork 
in  bis  wife  and  powerful  hands. 

2.  1  would  exhort  you  to  remember  the  Deliverer;  let 
it  not  be  his  complaint.  No  man  remembered  fitr  poor  <9tifd 
man.  O  remember  him  that  remembered  you  in  your 
low  eftate ;  that  remembered  you  from  eternity ;  that 
remembered  you  when  he  was  upon  the  crofs  ;.  that  re- 
members you  now  in  heaven,  when  he  intercedes  for 
TOO  at  the  Father's  right  hand ;  for  he  ever  lives  to  make 
intercefllon;  and  is  he  ever  remembering  you,  and  will 
you  never  remember  him  ?  Remember  what  he  has 
done  for  you ;  believe  all  that  ever  he  did  was  for  you; 
hi3  works  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption  are 
oa  joMT  account.    You  have  au  intewrfi.  in  all  his  works : 
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therefore,  do  not  forget  His  works.  Confider,  that  he 
remembers  you  when  you  forget  him.  Yea,  when  you 
forget  yourfelf;  Zionfaid^  The  Xord  bath  forgotten  me: 
but  the  Lord  faid,  "  Can  a  woman  forget. her  fucking 
child,  that  flie  fliould  nothave  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her 
womb?  Yea,  Ihe  may  forget,. yet  will  I  not  forget  thee. '* 

We  ihall  noav  fliut  up  the  whole  difcourfe  by  giving 
you  two  diredlions. 

1,  O  feek  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  be  your  Remembrancer; 
fome  on  hearing  the  word  have,  committed  it  to  the  Lord 
by  fervent  prayer,  that  he  would  keep  it  for  them  ;  and 
that  very  fgine  word  has  been  brought  home  to  their 
hearts,  with  unfpeakable  pleafure  in  the  day  of  their 
darknefs.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  beft  Remembrancer; 
feek  he  may  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things 
to  your  remembrance. 

2.  Seek  for  a  new  look  of  Cbrift  :  Chriit.  looked  upon 
Peter,  and  then  Peter  remembered  Chrift  and  bis  word. 
A  look  of  Chrift  wUl  m&ke  you  remember  your  fin  with 
grief  and  forrow.  .  O  ftudy  a  perpetual  remernbrance 
of  bins,  (o  as  never  to  forget  him  and  his  kindnefs ;  and 
a  praftical  reniembr>anoe  oi biro,  io  a$  though  youcw- 
not  remember  him,  fo  «s  to  ;nind  all  that  he  fays,  yet 
you  may  remember  to  do  what  he  fays,  and  to  glorify 
your  Deliverer  with  your  hearts,  lips,  und  liveg.  He- 
me mher  what  great  things  he  hes  <Jone  f^r  the  little  city, 
and  what  great  things  he  has  yet  tp  do.  Wait  oa  him 
till  he  finifli  his  work. 

Vol.  V,  t  A  ^  SER- 
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The  LAMB  in  the  Midft  of  the  Throke.  * 


Rev,  vii.  17. 

For  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  viicfft  of  the  throne  Jhall  feed 

tbevi. 


TTl 7*E  are  met  this  day  to  celebrate  the  memorials  of 
^^  the  love  ofChrill,  in  his  death  and  crucifixion, 
upon  mount  Calvary,  And  that  our  faith  may  look  to 
him  in  the  beft  light,  and  to  the  beft  advantage,  we 
are  to  remember,  not  only  where  he  once  was,  but 
where  he  now  is;  and  we  will  find,  we  need  not  be  aftiam- 
ed  of  a  crucified  Ghrifl  that  was  once  upon  the  crofs,  for 
now  he  is  upon  the  throne.  The  Lamb  that  was-  llain, 
as  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  for  us,  the  once  dy- 
ing Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  crofs,  is  now  the  ever- 
living  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  And  from  this 
throne  of  God,  where  he  reigns,  we  expedl  our  fixxi 
and  provifion  upon  the  feaft-day ;  according  to  the 
words  of  the  text,  The  Lamb  ^vobicb  is  in  the  midft  oj 
the  throne ^  Jljall  feed  tbcm. 

From  the  13th  verfe  of  this  chapter  we  have  a  def- 
'Tiption  of  the  honour  and  happinels  of  thefe  that  flial! 
faithfully  ferve,  and  patiently  fuffer  for  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.     Some  interpreters  think,   that  the  happinefs  of 


*  This  fermon    was   preached    immediately  before   the  celebration 
of  tiie  lacramfiu  of  tiic   Lord's  fupper,  at  Dunfermline,   June   loth, 

the 
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the  faints  militant,  even  in  this  world,  is  here  dcfcribed; 
foine,  that  it  is  only  the  happinefs  of  the  faint  triuin- 
phant  in  heaven ;  others  make  this  place  of  fcripture 
relate  to  b  .th,  and  with  thefe  efpecially  1  join  ;  becaufe, 
whatever  honour  and  happinefs  of  fuffering  faints  is  here 
i'^t  forth,  they  enjoy  the  fame  partly  in  this  life,  and 
iuUy  in  the  life  to  come,  as  may  appear  by  the  particu- 
lars here  mentioned. 

The  happy  perfons  are  fpoken  of,  ver.  14.  *'  Thefe 
are  they  that  have  come  out  of  great  tribulaticn."  What- 
ever relation  forae  think  this  may  have  to  the  church  of 
Chriil  on  earth,  after  they  have  efcapcd  the  antichrifti- 
an  bloody  pcrfecution  ;  or  as  others,  to  the  martyrs  in 
heaven,  that  have  fuffered  unto  death  for  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift  ;  yet  it  may  be  faid  of  all  the  militant  faint-, 
who,  thro' much  trouble,  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, and  therein  are  conformed  to  their  fuifering  Head, 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  and  bear  about  in  their  body  the 
dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  *'  Many  are  the  affliflions  of  the 
righteous,  but  the  Lord  delivers  them  out  of  them  all.'* 
It  may  be  faid  of  all  the  faints,  Thefe  are  they  that  have 
come  from  trouble  to  reft,  from  bondage  to  liberty,  from 
death  to  life, and  have  wafhed  their  robes, and  made  theni 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  The  perfeftion  of  this 
purity  they  have  in  heaven;  but  even  here  on  earth  they 
are  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  clothed  with  the 
white  robe  of  his  imputed  and  imparted  righteoufnefs. 

Verfe  15.  "  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of 
God,  and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple:  and  he 
that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  Ihall  dwell  among  them.'* 
This  feems  to  be  a  further  defcription  of  the  happinefs 
of  the  faints,  both  pilitant  and  triumphant;  as  they  are 
happy, 

1.  In  their  ftate,  being  wafhed,  juflified,  and  fandli- 
fied,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
their  God. 

2.  They  are  happy  in  their  fiation,  being  always  be- 
fore the  throne  of  God.  The  glorified  faints  in  heavea 
are  always  in  that  prefence  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy : 
and  the  fanftified  ones  upon  earth  have  this  blefling  alfo 
beftowed  upon  them,  they  are  faid  to  fit  with  him  in  hea- 
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venly  places  ;  and  it  is  their  daily  work  to  come  boldly 
to  the  throne  of  grace.     Again, 

3,  They  are  happy  in  their  fervice;  for,  "They  ferve 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple."  Tho^  thefe  that  are 
in  heaven,  ferve  him  without  weaknefs  or  wearinefs, 
which  we  cannot  here  do  ;  yet  it  is  the  property  of  all 
the  true  circumcilion  to  worfhip  God  in  th^  Spirit,  and 
in  truth,  and  to  pray  without  ceafing;  meditating  on  his 
law  day  and  night,  and  going  to  the  altar  of  Goid;  to  God 
in  Chrifl,  the  true  fpiritual  temple, 

4,  They  arc  happy  in  their  company;  for.  He  that  fits 
upon  the  throne  Jlo till  dwell  amort rr  them.  This  points  out 
friendftiip,  fellowfliip  and  familiarity  between  God  and 
the  redeemed  ;  which  alfo  Chrift  allows  to  the  militant 
faints  in  part,  when,  upon  opening  the  door  of  their 
heart,  he  comes  in  and  fups  with  them,  and  they  with 
him,  Rev.  iii.  20.  And  they  are  in  cafe  to  fay,  ''  Truly 
our  fellowfliip  is  with  the  Fatl|ier,  and  with  his  S^n  Je- 
fu3  Chrift,"  1  John  i.  3-  Yea  God  fays,  "  I  will  dwell 
in  thesi,  and  walk  in  them,  and  will  fee  their  God,  and 
they  fliall  be  my  people. "" 

5,  They  are  happy  in  their  freedom  ;  they  fhall  be 
freed  from  all  want,  and  all  uncalinefs.  From  all  want ; 
for,  Tbcy  JJjall  hunger  no  more^  neither  Jball  tJb'ey  tbirft 
any  more:  for  this  freedom  v/ill  be  perfefted  in  heaven, 
as  it  is  commenced  on  earth;  as  the  prophet  fays,  fpeak- 

'ing  of  Chrift's  fpiritual  kingdom,  Ifa.  xlix.  10.  **  They 
fhall  not  hunger  nor  third,''  ^c.  Hence  fays  Chrift,  John 
vi.  35.  *'  He  that  comes  to  me  fliall  never  hunger,  and  he 
that  believeth  in  me  iliall  never  thirft;"  pointing  out  the 
fpiritual  pleafure  and  fatisfaClion  they  fliall  have,  and  ne- 
vzv  be  altogether  deprived  of.  From  all  uneafinefs  alfo 
fliall  they  be  freed;  Neither  jhall  the  fun  light  on  tbem^not 
any  heat ;  or,  as  it  is  in  the  forcited  Ifa.  xlix.  lo.  Nei- 
ther foall  the  heat  nor  fun  f mite  them.  The  redeemed  abovc 
are  perfeflly  freed  from  all  uneafinefs  :  and  even  the  re- 
deemed on  earth,  according  to  the  meafure  of  fiaith,  fach 
will  be  their  meafure  of  eafe,  even  amidfl:  all  things  that 
tend  to  make  them  uneafy.  Chrift  fays  to  thenj,  "  Fear 
not,  only  believe:  Fear  not,  I  am  with  you:  Fear  not 
him  that  can  at  mottb\3ilVAV\\.Vv^body:"  the  very  hurrs  of 
our  head  are  all  numbcixe^^  -^QMXsva.^Ni^^xltSQci  ^«^<^. 
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Nothing  is  more  uneafy  than  the  fun  m  the  meridian  re- 
gions ;  fo  arc  aflliclions  and  perfecutions  to  the  faints, 
and  the  temptations  they  are  attacked  with  from  earth 
and  hell?  But,  *'  God  is  faithful,  fays  the  apoftle,  who 
will  not  fufler  you  to  be  tempted  ab^ve  what  ye  are  able, 
but  will  with  tt:e  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  bear  it,"  i  Cor.  x.  12. 

6.  They  are  happy  in  their  provifion  ;  becaufe.  The 
I, ami)  that  is  in  the  viidft  of  the  throne^  jhall  feed  them, 
hence  he  is  faid  to  feed  his  flock  like  a  fliepherd.  The 
feeding  iiere  fpoken  of,  imports  alfo  rule  and  government, 
fuch  as  a  fliepherd  hath  over  his  flock.  It  is  in  the  be- 
lieving view  of  the  provident,  loving  Shepherd,  the 
j^falmift  fays,  '^  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  fliall  not 
want,"  Pfal.  xxiii.  i. 

7.  They  are  happy  in  their  dire£tion  and  conduft;  i\\ 
their  director,  guide  and  cundufitor :  **  He  fliall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  waters,"  Nov/,  of  thefe  living 
waters  the  Lord  Jefus  fpeaks,  as  they  refpetl  even  his 
people  in  this  world,  John  iv.  14.  and  vii.  38.  *'  The  wa- 
ter that  I  give,  fliall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  fpringing 
up  to  everlafting  life:  aad.  Out  of  his  belly  fliall  flow 
rivers  of  living  waters."  By  thefe  they  have  matter  of 
comfort  amidft  all  their  crofles.     Hence, 

8.  They  are  here  faid  to  be  happy  in  their  joy^;  for, 
*'  God  fliall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes;"  that 
is,  all  their  griefs  and  forrows  fliall  be  fwallowed  up  in 
the  fulnefs  of  joy  a.nd  confolation  that  fliiall  be  abundant- 
ly allowed  them.  The  commencement  of  this  joy  is 
even  here,  amidft  ail  the  troubles  and  trials  of  tlie  mili- 
tant faints :  "  For  behold,  fays  God,  I  create  Jerufalem 
a  rejoicing  and  her  people  a  j.  y,  and  the  voice  of  weep- 
ing fliall  be  no  more  heard,"  Ifa.  Ixv.  18.  And  hence 
they  are  fometimes  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believ- 
ing; yea,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

It  is  the  firft  part  of  this  lafl:  verfe,  that  I  have  efpeci- 
ally  my  eye  upon  ;  particularly,  that  defcription  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:,  which  the  commentators,  I  have  con- 
fulted,  pafs  over  more  flighty  than  I  expedted,  namely, 
The  Lamb  ^bicb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne*  Where  we 
have  our  Lord  Jefus  defcribed,  i.  Fromlu^  va^^Vw^^^^"^^^ 

Aa  X  \^^^-^ 
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humility;  therefore  he  is  called  the  Lamb-  2-  From  his 
majefty  and  authority;  he  is  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the 
thrune.  What  benefit  accrues  to  his  church,  from  his 
ineck  and  majellic  government,  follows  in  the  reft  of 
the  verfe,  which,  if  I  have  time,  I  may  a  little  infift  up- 
on. But  what  I  efpecially  propofe  to  fpeak  to,  as  the 
Lord  may  aifiH:,  is,  from  the  fweet  account  given  us 
liere  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  And  this  we  Ihall  efiay  in  the 
fjUawing  doctrinal  propofition. 

Observ.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Lamb  in 
the  midii  of  the  throne. 

And,  a3  the  pfalmifl  fays,  Pfal.  cxxi.  i.  /  <mill  lift  up 
mind  tyes  U7ito  the  bills ^  jrQvi  nxbence  comes  my  help  ;  fo 
Jet  us  lift  up  our  eyes  to  the  throne  from  whence  comes 
cur  food  to  day:  and  we  may  the  mcore  readily  and  joy. 
lully  do  fo,  that  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midll  of  the  throne,  to 
be  the  feeder.  That  I  may  open  and  apply  this  doftrine 
for  our  benefit,  I  propofe  the  following  method, 

L  Speak  a  little  of  the  Lamb. 

II.'  Of  the  throne. 

IIL  How  the  Lamb  comes  to  be  upon  the  throne. 

IV.  What  is   imported  in  the  Lamb's  being  in  the 
7ni(ift  of  the  throne. 

V.  Confider  tlie  benefit  of  feeding,   that  iffaes   from 
the  Lamb's  being  in  the  midft  of  the  throne. 

VL  Deduce  fome  inferences  for  application. 

L  We  are  to  offer  a  word  concerning  the  Lamb. 
This  is  a  name  frequently  given  to  our  Lord  Jefus  in 
fcripture:  and  he  is  fo  cailed,  both  becaufe  of  his  imma- 
calatc  v\  hicencfs  and  innocency,  and  becaufe  of  his  in- 
comparable meekncfs  and  patience:  he  is  a  Lamb  with- 
out blcmilh,  and  without  fpot,  i  Pet.  i.  19.  and  his  meek- 
nefs  was  niatchlefs,  of  which  more  afterward:  he  is  the 
Lamb  of  God,  the  worthy  Lamb,the  Lamb  that  was  flain. 

I  fliall  only  here  mention  four  periods,  wherein  he  is 
reprefented  as  a  Lamb. 

I.  In  his  defignation  from  the  beginning,  yea,  from 
^li  eternity,  to  be  ^  ^^cu?\c^  Vo  ^^.xivs.^^  divine  juftice: 
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hence,  Rev.  xiii.  8.  he  is  called  the  Lambflain  from  the 
fjundatioii  of  the  world:  Haiti  decretively,  in  the  purpofe 
of  God,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid  ; 
and  ilain  typically,  in  all  the  facrifices  under  the  law. 

2.  In  his  manifellation,  when  he  appeared  in  our  na- 
ture, he  is  pointed  out  as  the  Larab  that  was  come  to 
be  a  fucrifice  fur  fin,  John  i.  29.  "  Behold  the  Larab  of 
iGod,  that  takcth  away  the  fins  of  the  world:"  and  again, 
ver.  36.  ^'  Behold  the  Lamb  of  Sod.''  To  this  purpofe 
fays  the  fame  beloved  difciple,  i  John  iii.  5.  **  You  know 
that  he  was  manifefted  to  take  away  our  fins." 

3.  In  his  humiliation  unto  death,  he  is  reprefented  as 
the  meek  and  patient  Lamb,  Adls-  viii.  32.  *'  He  was  led 
as  a  fiieep  to  the  flaughter;  and  like  a  Lamb  before  his 
Ihearer,  fo  opened  he  not  his  mouth;"  which  are  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  Ifa.  liii.  7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
by  the  prophet,  chap.  1.  5,  6.  ^^  He  was  not  rebellious, 
neither  turned  away  back :  I  gave  my  back  to  the  fmi- 
ter,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair  : 
I  hid  not  my  face  from,  fliame  and  fpitting," 

4.  In  his  exaltation,  or  in  his  exalted  fl:ate,  he  is  in 
fcripture  reprefented  as  a  Lamb;  particularly  Rev.  v.  6. 
*'  And  1  beheld,  and  lo,  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  and 
in  the  midll  of  the  elder3,  ftood  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been 
flain,  having  feVen  horns  and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the 
feven  fpirits  of  God  fent  forth  into  all  the  earth."  This 
is  the  fcripture  that  our  prefent  text  hath  a  reference 
unto ;  and  therefore,  concerning  it  you  may  obfcrve  the 
defcription  given  of  this  Lamb, 

(i.)  As  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne ; 
of  which  more  afterwards.  Only,  you  fee,  in  his  ex- 
alted flate  at  the  Father's  right-hand,  he  is  Itill  the 
Lamb  :  change  of  place  hath  not  made  him  change  his 
name,  cr  nature  :  he  took  our  human  nature  along 
with  him  ;  and  he  is  ftill  the  meek  and  lowly  Lamb, 
though  he  be  upon  the  throne. 

(2.)  He  is  de^fcribed  by  being  the  Lamb  flain  ;  a 
Lamb  as  it  had  been  flain.  He  appears  with  the  marks 
of  hio  fufterings  upon  him,  to  fliew  that  he  intercccds 
in  heaven  in  the  virtue  of  his  fatisfaftion ;  becaufe  he 
entered  llie  h'>ly  place  by  his  own  blood,  Heb/LK."Lx.  ^-^^ 
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the  virturc  of  llie  facrifice  he  offered  is  always  frcfh,  as 
if  he  were  newly  llain. 

(3.)  He  is  defcribed  as  a  Lamb  having  fevenTjoms ; 
pointing  cut  the  perfeftiort  of  bis  power  to  execute  all 
the  will  of  God,  and  to  conquer  all  his  enemies.  This 
Lamb  is  the  po'-iver  of  God. 

(4.)  He  is  defcribed  as  a  Lamb  having  fcveti  eyes; 
pointing  out  tlic  perfection  of  his  wifdom,  to  underftand 
all  the  will  of  God,  and  to  do  it  in  the  moft  effeftual 
manner.  As  he  is  the  po^cr  of  God,  fo  he  is  the  «/J- 
ilom  of  God;  for  he  hath  the  Spirit  of  God  above  mea- 
A;re:  therefore  it  is  faid,  '*  The  fevett  eyes*  are  the  fevcn 
fpiritsof  God;"  not  feven  in  number  or  in  nature,  but 
in  refpccl  of  the  diverfity  of  the  gifts  and  operations  of 
that  one  and  eternal  Spirit  of  God.  This  Latnb  of  God 
then,  is  he  that  hath  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  upon  him, 
for  he  hath  anointed  hini ;  and  he  is  anointed,  that  he 
may  anoint.  And  O  may  the  Lamb  with  the  feven  eyes, 
look  upon  this  affembly,  and  give  eyes  to  us  to  fee  his 
glory  this  day,  that  our  hearts  may  join  iffue  with  the 
heavenly  company.  Rev.  v.  12.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom, 
and  Itrength,  and  honour,  and  glofy,  and  bleffing." 

II.  The  next  thing  we  propofed,  was  a  word  concern- 
ing the  throne.  Here  we  would  confider,  what  for  a 
throne  it  is,  and  why  called  a  throne. 

i/*%  What  kind  of  a  throne  is  it  which  the  Lamb  is 
faid  to  be  in  the  midll  of?  We  may  anfwer,  It  is  the 
tlirone  of  God,  Rev.  xxii.  1.3,  There  it  is  called  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  The  throne  of  God  is 
the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  is 
the  throne  of  God.  It  is  the  throne  of  grace,  the  throne 
of  glory,  the  throne  of  his  hclinefs,  and  the  throne  of  his 
juftice. 

I.  It  is  called  the  throne  of  divine  grace,  Heb.  iv.  16. 
Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace.  Why  fo?  becaufe 
we  have  a  liigh-priefl:  there ;  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne.  And,  indeed  the  throne  of  grace  is  no- 
thing elfe  than  a  God  in  Chrift,  a  God  reconciled  in 

Chrifi, 
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Chrift,  a  God  upon  a  mercy-feat,  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  Chrift. 

2.  It  is  called  the  throne  of  divine  glory,  Jer.  xiv.  21. 
*'  Do  not  difgrace  the  throne  of  thy  glory  ;  remember, 
break  not  thy  covenant  with  us."  The  prophet  there 
fpeaks  of  the  temple,  and  the  ark  in  it,  the  fymbol  of 
Ciod's  prefence  ;  which  was  typical  of  Chrift,  in  whom* 
the  covenant  of  grace  Hands  faft  :  and  fo  it  is  called  the 
throne  of  glory,  becaufe  all  the  glory  of  God  Ihines 
about  that  throne*  As  the  grace  of  God  is  the  glory 
of  God,  fo  all  the  glory  of  God  Ihines  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Chrift.     Therefore, 

3.  It  is  called  a  throne  of  divine  holinefs,  Pfal.xlvii.  8. 
*'  God  fitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs."  Holinefs 
becomes  his  houfe,  holinefs  becomes  his  throne,  and 
holinefs  is  his  throne  :  there  is  nothing  there,  but  the 
holy  God,  the  holy  Lamb,  the  holy  throne  ;  and  they 
that  are  about  it,  cry,  *'  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord 
of  hofts,"  Ifa.  vi.  3. 

4.  It  is  called  the  throne  of  his  juftice^  PfaLlxxxi.  14. 
"  Jufticc  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  thy  throne.'* 
And,  Pfalm  xcvii.  2.  **  Clouds  and  darknefs  are  rotind 
about  him,  yet  righteoufncfs  and  judgment  are  the  ha- 
bitation of  his  throne."  His  glorious  and  holy  throne 
of  grace  ftands  firm  upon  the  bafe  and  foundation  of 
juflice  fatisfied  for  the  fmner,  and  judgment  execute 
againft  fin,  in  the  blood  of  the  LanSb  that  is  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne.  It  is  therefore  no  hindrance  or  impedi- 
ment to  our  accefs  to  the  throne  of  gracc^  that  it  is  alfo 
a  thro-ne  of  juftice;  but  rather  a  furtherance  and  encou- 
ragement, becaufe  there  grace  reigns  through  righteouf- 
nefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  Rom.  v.  21.  And, 
fince  grace  reigns  there  through  juftice- fatisfying  rij^- 
teoufnefs,  why  then,  God  may  with  honour  meet  with 
finners,  and  there  finners  may  with  hopq  draw  near 
to  God. — This  is  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 

^dly^  Why  is  it  called  a  throne  ?  The  place,  in  the 
midft  whereof  the  Lamb  is,  is  called  a  throne,  on  thefe 
accounts. 

I.  A  throne  is  a  place  of  powerful  and  majeftic  glory, 
honour,  and  dignity.     Jefus  Chrift,  the  Latab^  \s.  fecv^ 
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the  midd  of  this  place,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour, 
Heb.  ii.  9.  His  Father  crowned  him  King  there,  faying, 
*'  Thy  throne,  O  Gt)d,is  for  ever  and  ever,"  Pfal.  xlv.6. 

2.  A  throne  is  a  place  of 'power  and  authority. — 
Chrift,  the  Lamb,  is  fet  in  the  midft  of  this  throne  ; 
for,  *'  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to  him," 
Mat.  xxviii.  18.  All  judgment  is  committed  to  him; 
and  the  government  is  upon  his  fliouldcrs. 

3.  A  throne  is  a  place  of  height  and  erainency.  Chrift, 
the  Lamb,  is  in  the  midft  of  this  place  ;  Ifa.  vi.  7.  *'  I 
faw  the  L  ird  fitting  upon  a  throne  high  and  lifted  up ; 
and  hifi  train  tilled  the  temple."  His  Father  hath  fet 
him  on  the  highell  throne;  "  He  hath  highly  exalted  him, 
and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name,"  Phil.  ii.  9. 

4.  A  throne  is  a  place  of  plenty ;  thence  the  royal 
b^:)unty  is  communicated.  Chrilt,  the  Lamb,  is  in  the 
midft  of  this  place;  hence  it  is  faid.  Col.  i.  19.  "  It  plea- 
fed  the  Father  that  in  him  fliould  all  fulnefs  dwell ;"  and 
again,  "  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge;"  all  the  treafures  of  grace;  and,  "  Out  of  his 
fulnefs  we  all  receive,  and  grace  for  grace,"  John  i.  i6, 

5.  A  throne  is  a  place  of  beauty,  as  well  as  bounty; 
it  is  a  beautiful  and  fplendid  place.  And  to  fee  the 
Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  is  to  fee  the  King  in 
his  beauty,  Ifo.  xxxiii.  17.  ''  Strength  is  within  his  holy 
place,  and  there  doth  beauty  ftiine  ;"  there  doth  glory 
fliine. 

6.  In  a  word,  a  throne  is  a  place  of  pleafure,  peace, 
joy,  and  triumph.  The  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  this 
place  :  having  afcended  up  on  high,  and  led  captivity 
captive,  Pfalm  Ixviii.  18.  He  fits  triumphant  upon  the 
throne,  making  all  his  enemies  his  footftool.  If  he  trium- 
phed over  them  on  the  crofs,  as  it  is  faid.  Col.  ii.  15.  how 
much  more  does  he  triumph  over  them  on  the  throne, 
making  all  believers  ftiarers  of  his  joyful  triumph  ! 

III.  The  next  thing  I  propofed  was,  To  fliow  how 
the  Lamb  comes  to  be  upon  the  throne.  I  fhall  tell  you 
in  a  few  words,  tliat  he  bargained  for  the  throne,  he 
wrought  for  the  throne,  he  fought   for  the   throne,  lie 

died  \ov  the  tlircnc. 
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1.  He  bargained  for  the  throne.  In  the  counfel  of 
peace,  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son,  it  was  proraifed 
to  Chrirt,  that,  upon  his  doing  and  fuffcring  for  his 
people,  he  lliould  have  a  glorious  throne,  and  a  nume- 
rous retinue  :  that  he  fliould  fee  his  feed,  and  fee  the 
travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied,  Ifa.  liii.  10,  11.  The 
Lamb  cries  out,  It  is  a  bargain  that  I  chearfuUy  go  in  to; 
*-  Lo,  I  come ;  in  the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of 
nie :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God;  thy  law  is  within 
my  heart,"  Pfalm  xl.  7,  8.  Hence  fays  the  Father,  **  I 
have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen,"  Pfal.  lxxxix.3. 

2.  He  wrought  for  the  throne.  According  to  the  bar- 
gain andcovenant  between  the  Father  and  him,hGbrought 
in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  Dan.  ix.  24.;  he  fulfilled  all 
righteoufnefs,  Mat.  iii.  15,  And  hence  he  claims  the 
crown  and  the  throne;  ''  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth, 
I  have  finilhed  the  work  thou  gavelt  me  to  do :  And  now, 
O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  felf,  with  the 
glory  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was,"  John  xvii.4,5. 
Thus  he  v;rcught  for  the  throne. 

3.  He  foup^ht  for  the  throne.  You  may  fee  hew  he 
fought,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  1,2,3.*'  Who  is  this  that  Cometh  from 
Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  :  This  that  is 
glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
ftrength^  I  that  fpeak  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  fave ! 
Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel  ?  and  thy  gar- 
ments like  him  that  trcadeth  in  the  wine- fat?  I  have  trod- 
den the  wine-prefs  aloric,and  of  the  people  therewas  none 
v/ith  me:  for  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and  trample 
them  in  my  fury,  and  their  blood  Ihall  be  fprinkled  upon 
my  garments,  and  I  will  {lain  all  my  raiment."  And  on 
this  account  the  Lamb  fits  upon  a  triumphant  throne,hav- 
ing  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers;  bruifed  the  head  of 
the  oldferpent;  deftroyed  the  works  of  the  devil;  and  came 
ofFtlie  field  like  a  glorious  corqueror.  Therefore, '"  The 
Lord  faid  unto  our  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right-hand," 
Pfalm  ex.  I .  In  which  Pfalm  you  read  both  of  the  bloody 
battle,  and  the  glorious  enthronement  cf  the  Lamb. 

4.  He  died  for  the  thrcme.  Having  drunk  of  the  brook 
in  the  way,  therefore  did  he  lift  up  the  head,  Pfalm  ex.  7. 
And,  becaufe  he  became  obedient  untothc  deatK^ave.v.\fcv<?:. 
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death  of  the  crofs  ;  therefore  God  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name,  Phil, 
ii.  8,  9.  When  he  had  the  crofs  upon  his  back,  he  had 
the  throne  in  his  eye  ;  ''  For  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
him,  he  endured  the  crofs,  defpifuig  the  fliaipe,  and  is 
now  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  of  the  throne  of  God," 
Heb.  xii.  2.  And  thus',  for  the  fuffering  of  death,  he 
was  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  chap.  ii.  9. — Our 
faith  then  may  fee  and  be  fatisfied  how  he  came  by  the 
throne.  But,  for  widening  and  increafing  faith's  view 
of  this  enthronement,  I  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  next  thing  propofed,  namely.  To  fliew 
what  may  be  imported  in  the  Lamb's  being  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne.     And,  . 

1.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne, 
fpeaks  forth  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  liis  fupreme  Deity, 
and  equality  with  the  Father.  Though,  in. his  infinite 
love,  he  thought  it  no  difparageraent,  at  his  Father's 
call,  to  make  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and  .take  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  yet,  being  in  the  form  of 
God,  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
Phil.  ii.  6.  And  his  Father  thinks  it  no  difparagement 
to  him,  to  call  even  the  fuffering  Lamb,  the  crucified 
Jefus,  his  fellow  and  equal;  *'  Awake,  Ofword,  againft 
ihe  man  that  is  ray  itUow,"  Zech.  xiii.  9.;  yea,  to 
crown  him  King  upon  his  everlafting  throne,  faying  to 
him,  "  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever,"  Heb. 
i.  8.  O  Sirs,  if  the  Chrift-difparaging  and  foul-damning 
doftrine  of  Arians  were  true,  the  Lamb  would  not  be 
wortliy  of  fuch  a  throne,  far  lefs  the  midft  of  the  throne. 

2.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  im- 
ports and  fpeaks  forth  the  height  of  his  exaltation.  Be- 
fides  the  natural  right  as  God,  that  Chrift  hath  to  the 
throne,  he  hath  a  donative  right  as  Mediator,  and  be- 
caufe,  as  Mediator  he  hath  brought  in  glory  to  God  in 
the  higheft;  therefore,  he  is  exalted  to  the  higheft  throne 
that  his  Father  can  give  him  :  *'  I  will  make  him  ray 
firft-barn,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth,^'  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  27.  And  now,  according  to  his  promife,  "  Let 
all  the  hcufe  of  Ifrael  know  affuredly^  that  God  hath 
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made  the  fame  Jefas  that  was  crucified,  both  Lord  and 
Chrift,"  Adls  ii.  6.  And  being  now  poffefled  of  the 
throne,  "  He  hath  on  his  vefture  and  on  his  thigh  a 
name  v/ritten.  King  of  kings ^  and  Lord  of  Lords /"*  and 
the  rather  that  it  is  a  fcarlet  robe,  a  vefture  dipt  in  bloody 
Rev\  xix.  13,  14.  to  Ihow,  that  it  is  the  worthy  Lamb 
that  was  flain  in  the  midft  of  the  throne. 

3.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  tha  mieft  of  the  throne,  im- 
ports, I  think,  the  perfection  of  his  mediation,  and  ex- 
aftnefs  thereof.  O  but  this  part  of  the  throne  be  fit  for 
him,  and  he  fit  for  it !  It  well  becomes  him  to  ho,  there; 
he  is  the  middle  perfon  between  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  middle  perfon  between  Gfxi  and 
man  ;  and  it  well  becomes  him  to  have  the  middle  part 
of  the  throne.  The  Mediator  and  midfman  having  the 
midft  of  the  throne,  it  fays,  he  is  a  perfeft  Mediator, 
a  merciful  and  faithful  High-prieft,  Heb.  ii.  17.;  faith- 
ful to  God,  and  merciful  to  man ;  true  to  both  parties, 
between  whom  he  Hands  in  the  midft  of  the  throne. 

4.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  im- 
poi  ts  the  beautiful  order  and  equity  of  his  adminiftration. 
As  the  government  is  upon  his  flioulderg,  fo  it  will  be  a 
jnft,  righteous,  and  equal  government :  *'  Behwld,  a 
King  fiiall  reign  in  righteoufnefs ;  even  the  man  that 
fliall  be  a  hiding-place  frgm  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempeft,  Ifa.  xxxii.  1.  With  righteoufnefs  fliall  he 
judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the  meek 
of  the  earth.  Righteoufnefs  fliall  be  the  girdle  of  his 
loins,  and  faithfulnefs  the  girdle  of  his  reins,'*  Ifa.  xi.4,5. 
His  adminiftration  fliall  be  fo  righteous  and  equal,  that 
none  fliall  have  occafion  to  complain  that  he  hath  gone 
too  far,  eitber  to  the  right-hand  or  tt>  the  left-hand  of 
the  throne  :  no ;  he  will  ever  keep  the  midft  of  the 
throne  ;  and  his  government,  like  his  covenant,  will  be 
well-ordered  in  all  things. 

5.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  im- 
ports the  accefliblencfs  of  the  throne  of  God  on  every 
hand.  The  Lamb  is  upon  th«  throne  of  God,  and 
therefore  there  is  acceft  to  the  throne  ;  for,  the  Lamb 
being  there,  clathed  with  his  vellure  dipped  in  blood, 
we  may  come  baldly  to  the  throne  of  ^t^.c^>  ^\A  V^^^ 
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b^ldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
H^b.  iv.  16.  X.  19.     If  the  Lamb  were  not  there,  fuch 
gailty  finners   durft  not  be  fo  b^ld  as  to  look  a  juft  and 
h'  ly  God  in  the  face,   or  approach  to  his  throne  :    But» 
O  good  news   and  bleffed  tidings  !  the  Lamb  being  our 
Forerunner,   we  may  boldly  go  as  far  forward,   as  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  hath  run  in  like  a  river  before  us ; 
and  that  is  to  the  very  heart  and  centre  of  the  throne  of 
God.      Yea,  not  only  is  the  Lamb  upon  the  throne, 
which  fpeaks  accefs  thither ;    but  he  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne,   which  fpeaks  accefs  on  every  hand,  and  on 
every  fide  of  the  throne.     If  he  were  only  placed  at  the 
one  fide  of  the  throne,  it  might  be  thought  there  would 
be  no  accefs  at  the  other  fide;   but  being  in  the  raidft  of 
the  throne,  he  is  ready  to  welcome  all  comers  from  all 
quarters,  faying,  Wbofoever  will^  let  bim  come^  from  eaft, 
weft,  north,  or  fouth;  let  him  come  on  this  fide,  or  that 
fide,   or  diredly  before  the  throne  ;   yea,  let  any  poor 
creature,  wlio  blufhes  to  be  feen,  come  flipping  fecretly, 
as  it  were,  behind  the  throne,  like  the  woman  with  the 
bloody  ilTue,  that  came  behind  him,  faying,   "  If  I  may 
bat  touch  his  garment,  I  fliall  be  whole."    O  to  get  in  if 
it  were  but  behind  the  throne  this  day,  to  get  a  touch  of 
the  royal  robes  of  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne  !     Welcome,    finner,    there  is  accefs  on  every 
hand  of  the  throne,  for  the   Limb  is  in  the  raidfl  of  it. 
The  Lamb  of  God,   which  lies  in  the  raidft  of  his  Fa- 
ther's  throne,  to  welcome  and  receive  all  comers,  fay- 
ing,  "  Him  that  cometh,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out." 

6.  That  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  im- 
ports, that  the  Limb  is  the  centre  of  all  the  glory  that 
furrounds  and  encompafles  the  throne  of  God,  or  the 
throne  of  grace. — He  is  the  centre  of  divine  fulnefs,  and 
of  all  the  glorious  perfodlions  of  God ;  for,  '*  In  him 
dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,"  Col.  ii.  9. 
Every  attribute  of  God  fliines  glorioufly  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Ghrift. — He  is  the  centre  of  all  divine  truths;  and 
we  cannot  know  any  precious  gofpel  truths,  or  myfteries, 
in  a  faving  and  fatisfying  manner,  unlefs  we  know  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  Eph.  iv.  21. — He  is  the  centre  of 
all  thQ  divine  promifes,b^m<jthe  centre  of  the  covenant 

of 
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of  grace,  in  whom  it  Hands  fall,  and  "  In  whom  all  the 
promifes  are  Yea  and  Amen  to  the  glory  of  God,''  2  Cor. 
i.  20. — He  is  the  centre  of  all  divine  bleffings;  for,  God 
bleffes  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  heavenly  places, 
gnly  in  Chrift,  Eph.  i.  3. — He  is  the  centre  of  all  divine 
grace;  for,  it  is  out  of  his  fulnefs  that  we  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace,  John  i.  16. — ^He  is  the  centre  of  all  di- 
vine comfort;  for,  he  is  the  conf')lation  of  Ifrael;  and  he 
is  anointed  with  the  oil  of  joy  and  gladnefs  above  his 
fellows,  Pfal.  xlv.  7.  that  he  may  anoint  with  the  fame 
oil,  and  bring  his  people  to  fellowfhip  with  him  in  the 
fame  fpirit  of  joy  and  confolation,  according  to  their  mea- 
fure. — He  is  the  centre  of  all  faving  offices  ;  being,  as  a 
Prophet,  the  Wifdom  of  God,  for  our  illumination ;  as  a 
Pried,  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  for  our  juftification;  and 
as  a  King,  the  Power  of  God,  for  our  fanftificaiion. — He 
is  the  centre  of  all  fweet  relations;  the  Saviour,  the  Sure- 
ty, the  Head,  the  Hulband,  the  AH  and  in  All  of  his 
people;  their  Light,  and  Life,  and  Strength,  and  Righte- 
oufnefs, and  Rock,  and  Refuge,  and  Portion. — He  is  the 
centrical  place,  where  God  and  man  may  meet  together; 
for,  he  dwells  between  the  cherubims,  on  the  mercy-feat, 
and  over  thefe;  "There  will  I  meet  with  thee,"  Exod. 
XXV.  22.  "  There  will  I  commune  with  thee."  And  no 
communion  with  God  can  we  have  but  in  him,  who  is 
the  Lamb  in  the  raidft  of  the  throne,  and  raiddle-perfon 
between  God  and  us. — In  a  word,  being  in  the  centre  of 
the  throne,  hi5  is  the  centre  of  all  things;  he  is  the  cen- 
tre of  all  the  fins  of  the  redeemed,  for  their  expiation  ; 
for,  '*  The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him,  [or,  made  to  meet  in 
him,]  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  Ifa.  liii.6. — ^And  the  centre 
of  all  their  fervice,  fur  their  acceptation;  for,  "  We  are 
accepted  in  the  Beloved,"  Epb.  i.  6.  And  thus  he  is 
fomevvay  the  centre  of  all  things;  for,  as  all  things  are 
in  his  hands,  fo  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  are  faid 
to  meet  in  him,  Eph.  i.  10.  Col.  i.  20.  And  therefore, 
the  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midft  and  centre  of  the  throne, 
ought  to  be  the  centre  of  our  hearts  and  afFe£lions,   the 

centre  of  our  love  and  delight. Thus,  among  other 

things,  he  is  the  centre  of  all  our  provificn.     Which 
leads  to, 
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V,  The  Fifth  thing  propofed,  irhick  was,  To  view 
the  benefit  of  feeding  that  iffues  from  the  Lamb's  being 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ;  He  Jloallfted  tbem.  What- 
ever  other  paftoral  care,  rule,  or  government  this  word 
imports  ;  yet  I  fhall,  becaufe  this  is  a  feaft-day,  confider 
that  part  of  his  paftoral  care  that  is  here  expreft  by  the 
word  ff.ed:  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne 
foall  feed  tbem.  If  I  were  to  enlarge  upon  this  fubjeft, 
I  might  tell  you  how  the  Lamb  feeds  his  church  and 
people,  with  the  manifeftations  of  his  glory,  with  the 
intimations  of  his  love,  with  the  communications  of  his 
grace,  and  with  the  confolations  of  his  Spirit :  but  I 
confine  myfelf  to  the  doftrine  of  the  Lamb  being  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  fpeak  to  this 
feeding  only  as  it  relates  to  that  doflrine.  The  Lamb 
that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  is  the  food;  the  Lamb 
that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  is  the  feeder ;  and  the 
Lamb's  being  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  makes  the  feed- 
ing  of  thofe  that  are  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  to  have 
the  following  qualities.  All  our  facramental  food  and 
provifion,  this  day,  muft  come  from  the  throne  of  God^ 
and  of  the  Lamb.     Therefore, 

r.  It  muft  be  kindly  food  and  provifion  that  comes 
from  the  throne,  fince  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  it. 
The  meek  Lamb,  the  loving  Lamb,  that  feeds  his  flock' 
like  a  (hepherd,  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  carries 
them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with 
young,  Ifa.  x1.  ii.  He  makes  them  to  ly  down  in  green 
paftures,  Pfalm  xxiii.  2.  He  makes  them  to  go  out 
and  in,  and  find  pafture,  John  x.  9.  It  is  fweet,  and 
cafy,  and  kindly  feeding,  that  iffues  from  the  Lamb  in 
the  midft  of  the  throne.     And  yet, 

2.  It  muft  be  powerful  feeding  that  comesfrora  thence ; 
it  is  from  the  throne  of  power:  and,  indeed,  yon  will 
not  feed  to  advantage  this  day,  unlefs  power  come  from 
the  throne  to  make  you  take  your  food.  It  is  the  work 
of  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  to  feed  by  the 
efficacy  of  his  grace  :  all  the  means  and  minifters  in  the 
world  cannot  make  a  foul  open  its  mouth  or  heart  for 

this 
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this  food,  till  power  come  from  the  thrbne  ;  and  yet 
when  it  cometh,  it  comes  fo  fweetly  and  kindly,  that 
there  is  nothing  like  force  or  violence.  The  man  is 
made  as  frank  and  free,  in  going  out  after  Chrill,  to  be 
the  food  of  his  perilhing  foul,  as  if  there  were  no  power 
at  all  put  forth  in  the  cafe.  Pbwer  makes  him  eat  and 
feed  heartily;  **  Thy  people  Ihall  be  willing  in  the  day 
of  thy  power,"  Pfal.  ex.  3. 

3.  It  muft  be  fpiritual  feeding  that  comes  from  the 
Lamb  in  the  iliidll  of  the  throne ;  for  his  throne,  his 
kingdom  is  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  it  is  not  of  this  world  : 
*'  The  flefh  profits  nothing;"  his  words  are  fpirit  and 
life.  Food  for  the  foul  muft  be  fpiritual  food:  **  The  king- 
dom of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteoufnefs, 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,"  Rom.  xiv.  17. 

4.  It  muft  be  plentiful  provifion  and  feeding  that  comes 
from  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ;  for  it  is  a 
rich  throne,  and  all  fulnefs  is  there*  There  is  plenty  of 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and  redemption  ; 
abundance  of  all  forts.  Here  is  wifdom  enough,  for  the 
moft  ignorant;  righteoufnefs  enough,  for  the  mott  guilty; 
fanftification  enough,  for  the  moft  filthy  ;  redemption 
enough,  for  the  moft  ruined ;  comfort  enough,  for  the 
moft  forrowful;  ftrength  enough,  for  the  weakeft  ;  Tbey 
Jhall  be  abundantly  fatisjied^ttb  tbe  fatnefs  of  thy  boufe^ 

Pfal.  xxxvi.  8.  O  the  plenty  that  is  about  the  throne! 
Plenty  of  divine  perfefilions  to  feed  upon,  when  viewed 
in  Ghrift.  Indeed,  the  mildeft  attributes  of  God,  out 
of  Chrift,  will  be  a  terrible  fight;  but  the  moft  terrible 
attributes  of  God,  in  Chrift,  are  a  pleafant  feaft  ;  even 
juftice,  holinefs  and  truth.  Here  is  plenty  of  promifes  to 
feed  upon,  while  the  performance  is  delayed.  Every 
thing  in  Chrift  is  a  feaft;  his  names,  and  natures,  ojffices, 
life,  death,  refurreftion,  afcenfion,  interceifion ;  his 
merit,  his  Spirit,  his  word,  his  flelh,  his  blood,  and 
vidlory. 

5.  It  muft  be  fuitable  food  that  comes  from  this  quar- 
ter ;  for,  the  Lamb  being  in  the  midft  of  the  throne, 
will  diftribute  equally  and  fuitably.  He  cannot  poffibly 
fail  and  mifcarry,  by  giving  too  much,  or  too  little  ;  be- 
ing in  the  middle  of  the  throne,  and  the  middU  ^^\fe^ 

Vol.  V.  "  -V  B  b  ^^^- 
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between  God  and  man,  to  communicate  what  is  fuitable 
lor  God  to  give,  and  fuitable  for  man  to  have,  no  more 
and  no  lefs  does  he  communicate,  becaufe  he  is  the 
Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  And,  indeed,  as  a 
key  is  fuited  to  a  lock,  fo  is  Chrill's  fulnefs  to  our 
wants.  We  are  difcafed,  he  is  a  Pliyfician;  we  are  loft, 
lie  is  a  Saviour;  we  are  debtors,  he  is  the  Surety  ;  we 
arc  dead,  he  is  Life;  we  are  blind,  he  is  Eye-falve  ;  we 
are  naked,  he  is  Clothing;  we  are  troubled,  he  is  Reft: 
Are  we  bewildered?  he  is  a  Guide:  Are  we  in  danger? 
he  is  a  Guard:  Are  we  benighted?  he  is  a  Sun:  Are  we 
alTaulted?  he  is  a  Shield. — Who  in  heaven  or  earth  can 
thus  fupply  our  wants,  heal  our  wounds,  bear  our  bur- 
dens, fweeten  our  afiU£tions,  fubdue  our  enemies,  as 
Chrid  ?  O  fuitable  ie'eding  to  the  foul  is  here  in  all 
cafes  ! 

6.  It  muft  be  joyful  feeding  and  provifion  that  comes 
from  the  Lamb  in  the  midll  of  the  throne  ;  for,  the 
throne  is  a  place  of  joy  and  triumph.  Here  muft  be  the 
choiceft  cheer,  amidllthe  choice II  company  ;  God,  and 
Chrift,  and  angels,  and  faints.  There  is  as  much  fweet- 
nefs  in  Chrift,  as  there  is  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs :  He 
is  the  fountain  of  fweetnefs  ;  his  mouth  is  moft  fweet, 
his  prefence  is  moft  fweet,  his  fruits  are  moft.  fweet;  "I 
fat  down  under  his  lliadow  with  great  delight,  fays  the 
church,  and  his  fruits  were  fweet  to  my  taile,"  Song  ii. 
3.  Here  are  the  fweet  rivers  of  living  waters  that  drive  ' 
away  all  death  and  forrow,  as  it  follows  here  in  the 
text. 

7.  It  muft  be. free  provifion  and  feeding  that  comes 
from  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  There  is 
nothing  to  pay  about  a  throne;  this  would  be  a  difgrace 
and  difparagement  to  the  prince  that  poffeffes  the 
throne:  fo  here,  all  is  to  be  had  freely.  The  fineft  is 
always  the  freeft,  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  The  legalifts,  that  cannot 
feed  upon  C4hrift  and  his  righteoufnefs  freely,  but  only 
on  their  own  works  and  duties,  they  feed  upon  afhes:  the 
legal  preacher,  that  cannot  offer  Chrift  freely,  is  like 
the  unnatural  fathers,  that  when  their  children  alk  bread, 
give  them  a  ftone ;  when  they  afli  a  fifli,  give  them  a 
fcorpion.    What  is  ouv  beft  performances  but  fcorpions, 

fer- 
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ierpents,  ftones,  yea,  poifon  to  them  that  make  them 
their  foul-food?  Nothing  can  feed  the  foul  but  Chrift. 
Rabfliakeh  threatened  to  make  all  the  people  on  the 
wall  to  eat  their  own  dunj^,  2  Kings  xviii.  26.  the  legal 
preacher  accompliflies  this  threatening,  in  a  fpirltual 
itwtt',  our  bell  works  are  but  dling;  '^  1  will  fpread  the 
dung  of  your  facrifices  on  your  faces,  even  the  dung  of 
your  folemn  feafts.'*  But,  O  Sirs,  here  the  finell  and 
iweeted  feaft  is  the  freeft ;  from  the  throne  of  grace  pro- 
ceed all  bleffings  freely. 

8.  It  maft  be  durable  provifion  and  feedinglhat  comes; 
from  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne:  for  he  ever 
lives  upon  the  throne,  and  his  throne  is  for  ever  and 
ever;  and  therefore^everlafling  food  comes  from  thence, 
and  food  that  nourifties  to  everlafting  life:  *'  I  am  the 
living  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven,  fays  Chrift; 
if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  fhall  live  for  ever," 
John  vi.  15.  Here  is  provifion  for  eternity;  "  Labour 
not  for  the  meat  that  periQieth,  fays  Chrift,  but  for  that 
me^t  that  endures  to  everlafting'  life,  which  the  Son  of 
man  fliall  give  unto  you, "John  vi.  27.  What  a  fool  was 
he,  that  filled  his  barns,  and  then  faid,  *'  Soul,  take  thy 
reft,  thou  haft  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years  !" 
while  God  faid  to  him,  "  Thou  fool,  this  night  ihall  x\\y 
foul  be  required  of  thee  ?"  But,  O  what  wifdom  were 
it  to  lay  up  for  eternity  this  day,  that  death  may  not  be 
able  to  rob  you  of  your  ftore,  but  that  ye  may  have  it  all 
before  your  hand  !  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne,  lives  for  ever  there  to  feed;  *'  He  lives  for 
ever  to  make  interceffion;"  he  lives  forever  to  make 
provifion:  they  have  everlafting  food,  who  have  the 
Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  to  feed  them. — 
Thus  you  fee  what  fort  of  feeding  is  to  be  had  under  the 
throne  of  the  Lam»b,  and  who  it  is  that  mu ft  cover  our 
table  this  day,  even  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne ; 
he  hath  mounted  the  throne,  to  be  a  feeder,  and  to  let 
down  bleffings  to  the  footftool. 

VL  The  laft  thing  propofed,  was,  The  application. 
Is  it  fo,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of 
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tli2  throne  ?     Hence  we  may  infer  thefe  following  par- 
ticulars. , 

1.  Surely  we  need  not  be  afliamecl  of  a  crucifiedChrift, 
nor  our  Chrillian  paffover  this  day,  the  Lamb  that  was 
fiicrificed  for  us.  Since  now  the  Lamb  is  upon  the 
tlircne,  and  in  the  midll  of  the  throne,  the  fliame  and 
reproach  of  the  crofs  is  wiped  away,  with  the  glory  and 
fplendor  of  the  throne.  We  need  not  be  afhanied  of  the 
crofs  of  C'liriit,  who  is  now  in  the  niidft  of  the  throne. 
Let  none  defpile  thofe  that  efpufe  the  caufe  and  intereft 
of  the  Lamb,  whatever  hardlhips  they  may  be  brought 
under  before  C(»urts,  councils,  and  judicatories  on  eartli: 
they  need  not  be  aiham'ed  to  go  f  Tth  unto  him  without 
the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach.  The  great  apollle  Paul 
fays,  ''  God  fi)rbid  that  I  llicmld  glory,  fave  in  the  crcfe 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  O  believer,  it  is  our  great- 
cll  glory  to  tte  bearing  his  crofs,  who  is  now  wearing 
the  crown  ;  to  be  followers  of  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the 
midll  of  the  throne. 

2.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  the  church  of  God  is 
fafe,  fincc  the  Lami3  that  is  their  Head  is  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne.  Believers  in  Ghrift  are  happy  and  fafc; 
their  Head  and  Huiband,  their  Lord  and  King  is  upon 
the  throne  :  the  militant  church,  the  fighting  remnant, 
arc  in  no  great  danger  while  he  hath  the  government. 
Perhaps  there  are  fome  here,  like  Eli,  whofe  hearts  are 
trembling  for  the  ark  of  Ood,  and  the  work  of  God  at 
this  day,  when  fo  many  axes  and  hammers  are  lifted  up 
againU:  the  carved  work  of  the  doftrine,  worlhip,  difcip- 
line,  and  government  of  God's  houfe  :  but  let  this  be 
matter  of  joy  to  their  hearts,  that  the  Lamb  is  in  the 
midll  of  the  throne;  and  therefore,  a';  he  rules  in  Jacob 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  over-rules  all  damage  done 
to  his  houfe,  fo  he  will  make  it  appear  in  the  iffue,  that 
according  to  his  word,  *'  Upon  all  the  glory  there  fliall 
be  a  defence,"  Ifa.  iv.  5. 

3.  Hence  we  may  learn, that  the  enemies  of  Chriftmay 
have  a  quakin;x  hearty  fmce  the  Lamb,  whom  they  def- 
pifc,  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  His  Father,  that  fet 
him  on  the  throne,  hath  Aiid,  Pfal.lxxxix.  23,  **  I  will 
beat  dov/n  his  foc^  b^torc  hia  facc^  and  plague  tliem.  that 
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liate  him.  The  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a 
vain  thing;  the  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,  and  the 
rulers  take  counfel  againll  the  Lord  and  his  Anointed, 
faying,  Let  ns  break  their  bands,  and  cad  thpir  cords 
from  us.  But  he  that  fits  in  heaven  Ihall  laugh,  thfe  Lord* 
Ihall  have  them  in  derifion :  .having  fet  his  King  upon  his 
holy  hill  of  Zion,  he  will  break  them  in  pieces  with  a 
rod  of  iron,  and  fhall  dafh  thera  in  pieces  like  a  potter's 
veffel,  Pfal.  ii.  i, — 9.  The  Lord  reigns,  let  the  people 
tremble;  he  dwells  between  the  cherubims,  let  the  earth 
be  moved,"  Pfal.  xlix,  i.  The  Lamb  being  in  the  raidll 
of  the  throne,  is  matter  of  terror  to  the  enemies  of  his 
gl  )ry ;  for  he  fits  upon  the  throne  of  power,  and  the  Lamb 
will  be  a  Lion  to  tear  them  in  pieces. 

4.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  there  is  a  fure  foundation 
laid  for  the  faith  and  hope  of  \\[b  and  juftification  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  Since  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne,  the  throne  of  grace  is  a  door  of  hope  ;  and, 
that  our  hearts  may  be  raifed  and  lifted  up  .to  lively  hope, 
the  Laiib  that  was  llain  is  raifed  and  lifted  up  to  the 
throne.  Did  he  rife  again  for  our  juftification  ?  and 
does  his  refurrefilion  feal  upon  our  confciences  the  fufE- 
ciency  of  his  death,  and  the  acceptablenefs  of  his  righte- 
oufneis  unto  God?  Much  raor^  may  our  faith  and  hope 
be  confirmed  herein,  that  he  is  exalted  to  the  midft  of 
the  throne  ;  for  his  Father  had  never  put  fo  much  ho- 
nour  upon  him,  had  he  not  been  infinitely  well-pleafed 
and  fatijfied  with  his  obedience  unto  the  death.  We 
inay  now  read  the  dream  that  Jac^b  had  at  Bethel, 
Gen.  xxviii.  12.  *'  Behold,  a  ladder  fct  upon  the  earth, 
and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven:'*  the  Jadder  is  the 
Lamb;  the  foot  of  the  ladder  was  fixt  in  the  midft  of  the 
earth,  when  he  was  here  in  a  humbled  eftate;  and  now 
the  top  of  the  ladder  is  fixed  in  the  midft  of  the  throne: 
all  the  rounds  of  it  are  completed,  that  we  may  afccnd 
by  this  way  from  earth  to  heaven. 

5.  Hence  we  may  learn,  what  good  reafon  there  is 
for  having  a  high  efteem  of  Chrift,  fince  God  h^th  fo 
highly  exalted  him,  to  the  very  midft  of  the  throne.  O 
believer,  fhould  not  Chrift:  be  high  in  our  valuation, 
when  God  hath  fet  him  fo  high  !     tsfo  wonder  tl\^w  ^Vsr^^x. 
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it  is  faid,  "  If  any  man  love  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
l^t  him  be  Anathema  Maran-atha  ;"  that  is,  '  accur- 
i'cd  until  our  Lord  come,'  i  Cor.  xvi.  22,  Wo  will  be 
to  tliem  that  will  not  pat  honour  upon  him,  whom  Goil 
the  Father  put  fo  much  honour  upon,  and  that  as  our 
Rvdttw.er  and  kinfman  ! 

6.  Hence  learn,  the  throne  of  God  needs  not  be 
terrible  unto  us,  lince  the  Lamb,  the  meek  Lamb,  is  in 
tlie  midil  of  the  throne  ;  flnners  need  net  fear  to  go  to 
the  throne  of  God,  as  long  as  the  Lamb  is  there.  If  un- 
belief look  toward  the  throne,  it  views  it  only  as  it  is 
the  throne  of  God,  and  fo  fills  the  foul  with  flavifh  fear, 
and  frightful  apprehenfions:  but  true  faith  views  it  as 
the  tiirijue  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb;  and  the  views  cf  the 
Lamb  in  the  midfc  of  the  throne,  raifes  fome  joy,  hope, 
and  plcafure  in  the  midil:  of  the  heart.  AVhy,  there  is 
mceknefs  an  well  as  majcfty;  grace,  as  well  as  grandeur, 
about  the  throne,  bccaufe  the  Lamb  is  there, 

7.  Hence  we  may  learn  what  ground  there  is  to  exped 
the  great  God  to  be  prefeot  in  the  midft  of  us  this  day, 
becaufc  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midil  of  the  throne.  We 
would  liave  no  ground  to  expedl  that  God  would  be  with 
113  on  the  foot'ilool,  if  Chrill  were  not  with  God  upon 
the  ihronc.  Chrifl:  promifed,  upon  his  afcending  to  the 
throne,  that  he  would  be  with  his  people,  faying,  "Lo,  I 
am  v/ith  you  always,"  Mat.  xxviii.  20.  He  promifed, 
when  he  went  up  to  the  throne,  he  would  fend  down  his 
Spirit;  *'  If  I  go  away,  I  will  fend  him,"  John  xvi.  8. 
1'liercforc,  if  he  be  by  his  Spirit  in  the  midil  of  us  this 
day,  it  is  becaufe  he  is  in  the  midil  of  the  throne.  It  is 
oaf;/  for  him  to  be  b^>th  fitting  glorioufly  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne,  and  at  the  fame  time  walking  graciouflyin 
the  n)id(t  of  the  golden  candlefticks,  Rev.  ii.  1.  He  is 
both  the  bled  Ao>o;,  the  Word  of  God;  and  thebleil  Ira- 
manuel,  God  with  us.  The  feven  fpirits  are  faid  to  be 
before  the  throne.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  one,  but  his 
gifts,  operations,-  and  influences  are  various  :  and  tlie 
Lamb,  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  hath  the  Spirit 
to  give;  and  having  faid  that  he  will  fend  him,  O  let  us 
look  to  the  throne,  and  thence  exped  the  Spirit  accord- 
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8.  Hence  we  may  learn  what  is  the  mark  of  a  worthy 
communicant,  namely,  if  he  be  a  true  believer  of  this 
clodlrine,  that  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne. 
''  Let  a  man  examine  himfelf  upon  this,  and  fo  let  him 
eat."  I  alk  not  if  you  fay  you  believe,  or  think  you  be- 
lieve; but  I  call  and  enjoin  you  to  try,  if  you  truly  be- 
lieve that  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  For 
lielping  you  to  this  fearch,  you  mky  confider  two  things,, 
namely,  what  view  you  have  of  this  truth,  and  Vv'hat 
virtue  you  find  in  it. 

(i.)  What  view  you  have  of  this  truth?  If  you  truly 
believe  it,  thei^  you  view  it  with  approbation.  Is  your 
heart  fatisfied  that  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne? 
Do  you  cordially  approve  of  the  Father's  fetting  him  fo 
high  ?  Did  it  ever  fill  your  heart  with  joy  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  with  fome  fecret  pleafure  and  exultation,  that 
God  hath  put  fuch  honour  upon  Jefus  ?  And  have  you 
thus  received  this  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  in  the 
fweetnefs  of  it?  O  did  ever  your  heart  leap,  as  it  were, 
within  you,  to  think  that  the  throne  of  God  is  alfo  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  and  fo  a  throne  .open  to  you  to 
come  boldly  unto  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  en- 
circles the  throne  like  a  rainbow  ?  How  does  yoiir  heart 
Hand  afFedted  to  this  truth?  "  AVith  the  heart  man  be- 
lieveth  unto  righteoufnefs,"  Rom.  x.  10. 

(2.)  What  virtue  have  you  found  in  this,  truth  fon 
leading  you  to  enthrone  Chrift,  as  the  Father  hath  done  ? 
As  the  Father  hath  fet  the  Lamb  in  the.  midft  of  the 
throne  of  glory  ;  fo,  have  you  fet  him  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne  of  your  heart?  Is  he,  that  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne  of  God,  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  with  yi^u  ? 
Surely,  To  tbem  that  believe  be  is preciQUs  [or  an  bonoiirl^^ 
as  the  word  may  be  read,  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  And  they  put 
this  honour  upon  him,  even  to  fet  him  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne.  O  my  dear  friends,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
by  this  you  may  try  and  examine  yourfelf,  and  prove 
your  ownfelf,  whether  Chrift  be  in  you  :  if  he  be  in  y.u 
at  all,  he  will  be  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  You  are  not 
fit  for  a  communion-table,  and  at  your  peril  be  it  ii'  you 
j>:o,  and  yet  ibme  other  thing  than  Chrift  hath  the  throne 
of  vour  heait :   if  felf  be  in  the  midft  of  the  throne^  |v 
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the  world  be  in  the  midfl:  of  the  throne,  if  your  lufts  be 
in  the  midll  of  the  throne,   ChrilL  is   not  in  you.      It  is 
true,   the  heart  of  the  believer,  while  here,    is  not  quite 
free  of  fm,  and  felf,   and  the  world  :   they  may  fight  for 
the   throne,    and  many    times  they    may  be    fcen    to 
win  the  throne  of  their  heart;  but  fure  I  am,  they  never 
got  peaceable  pofleffion  of  the  throne  of 'their  heart.     The 
believer  is  free  from  peace  with  fm,  though  he  is  never 
free  from  war  with  fm  in  this  world  :   his  league  with 
it  is  broken,  he  can  never  confent  to  its  rule  and  govern- 
ment any  more  :  and  hence,  whenever  fm  ufurps  the 
throne,  like  Adonijah,   then  the  believer  enters  his  pro- 
tell  aj^ainft  it  before  the  King  of  kings,  faying,  *'  Lord, 
hall  thou  not  faid,  that  Solomon  Ihall  reign?"   Haft  thou 
3iot  promifed,   that  grace  iliall  reign,   and  that  fm  fliall 
not  have  dominion  ?     O  down,  down  with  this  ufurper; 
and  let  Chrill  have  his  own  proper  room   and   place, 
which  is  the  midil  of  the  throne.     Hath  virtue   come 
from  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  to  enable  you  to  enthrone 
Chrift  in  the  midil  of  your  heart  ?    Hath  he  the  throne 
of  your  elleem,  the  throne  of  your  delight,  the  throne  of 
your  affeftion  ?    Felt  you  ever  any  virtue  coming  down 
from  the  throne  of  Chrill,   to  dethrone  fm,    and  to  draw 
your  heart  up  to  the  throne  of  God  ?  Did  you  ever  find 
jl)  much  grace  defcending  from  the  throne,    as  to  make 
your  hearts  afcend  to  the  throne  ?    And  is  it  the  view  of 
the  Lamb's  being  there,  that  fires  your  heart,  and  makes 
it  flame  upward  to  the  very  midfl  of  the  throne  where 
he  is?     Again, 

Laftly^  Hence  we  may  learn  the  duty  of  finners  that 
hear  this  dodlrine  of  the  Lamb's  being  in  the  midfl:  of 
the  throne.  I  think  it  is  your  duty,  yea,  fure  I  am  it 
IS  your  duty,  to  come  and  fee  the  Lamb  in  the  -niidft  of 
tlie  tlirone,  to  come  and  match  with  the  Lamb,  and 
then  to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  Lamb. 

(i.)  It  is  your  duty  to  come  and  fee  this  great  fight, 
the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne.  If  the  quef- 
tion  be,  Where  is  the  Lamb?  The  anfwer  is.  In  the  midft 
of  the  throne.  But  if  the  queftion  again  be, .  Where  is 
the  throne,  that  we  may  fee  it,  and  the  Lamb  in  the  midft 
oi  it  ?     V7c  avifwer,  God's  throne  of  glory  is  properly  in 
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heaven  ;  but  his  throne  of  grace  is  really  on  earth,  as 
well  as  in  heaven  ;  it  is  ere£ted  in  the  church,  and  in 
this  gofpel-difpenfation,  declaring  that  God  is  in  Chrift 
reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  A  God  in  Chrift  is  a 
throne  of  grace  every-where,and  a  glorious  throne  every- 
where  is  the  place  of  our-fan£laary,  Jen  xvii.  12.  Hence, 
when  the  apoftle  fays/  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne,' 
he  does  not  mean  locally  climbing  up  to  heaven,  but 
believingly  approaching  to  God  in  Chrift,  as  held  forth 
in  the  gnfpel  of  his  grace.  Why  then,  as  Chrift  \%  in 
the  midit  of  the  throne,  fo  the  throne  is  in  the  midlt 
of  this  houfe. 

^eft.  What  will  we  fee,  if  we  come  and  fee  the 
Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throtie  ? 

Anfvj.  You  will  fee  that  the  throne  of  God  is  patent 
to  fmners,  becaufe  the  Lamb  is  there ;  and  that  there 
is  accefs  with  boldnefs  from  all  quarters,  at  every  fide 
of  the  thrcne,  becaufe  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midll  of  it. 
The  blood  of  the  Lamb  encircles  the  throne,  and  fprinkies 
the  mercy-feat;  and  therefore  guilty  finners  may  come, 
through  this  guilt-expiating  blood.  Here  you  will  fee 
the  moft  dreadful  attributes  of  God  diverted  of  all  their 
dread  and  terror,  and  appearing  amiable.  Infinite  holi- 
nefs  and  infinite  juftice  are  awful  attributes,  and  both  are 
upon  the  throne  of  God,  but  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft 
of  them  :  holinefs  is  gratified,  jufticc  is  fatisfied,  every 
attribute  is  glorified;  "  Mercy  and  truth  meet  together, 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  kifs  each  other;''  and  all  har- 
monioufly  confpire,  becaufe  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft 
of  them.  The  mildeft  attributes  would  be  dreadful  to 
finners,  if  the  Lamb  were  not  in  the  midft  of  them  ; 
but  the  moft  terrible  attributes  are  amiable  and  lovely, 
when  you  fee  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  them. 

Here  you  will  fee  the  moft  terrible  difpenfations  of 
God  fmiling  in  your  face,  when  you  fee  the  Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  them :  for,  though  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round 
about  him,  yet  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  habita- 
tions of  his  throne.  He  that  rides  in  heaven  by  his  name 
Jah,  and  makes  the  clouds  his  chariots,  as  he  fits  in  the 
midft  of  his  throne;  fo  he  fits  in  the  midft  of  the  cloudy 
and  dark  difpenfations  of  our  day,  to  order  g.wdov^\- 
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ru^e.  Black  clouds  are  over  the  church  of  Scotland, 
and  the  government,  as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  men,  is  all 
in  diforder  and  confufion,  and  turned  up-fide-down  *; 
but,  if  you  fee  the  Lamb  in  the  midll  of  thefe  difpenfa- 
tions,  you  will  fee  that  the  government  is  upon  his 
Ihoulders  ;  and  that  not  only  juftice  and  judgment  are 
the  habitation  of  his  throne,  but  that  juftice  and  judg- 
ment fit  with  mercy  and  grace  ;  and  God  hath  fome 
glorious  defign  on  foot,  however  terrible  to  his  enemies, 
yet  merciful  to  all  ^the  followers  of  the  Lamb. 

In  a  word,  here  you  will  fee  all  the  glory  of  God, 
when  you  fee  the  Lamb  in  the  midll  of  the  throne. 
O  the  throne  of  glory  is  a  throne  of  grace,  becaufe  the 
Lamb  is  there;  the  throne  of -juftice  is  a  throne  of 
mercy,  becaufe  the  Lamb  is  there ;  the  throne  of  in- 
finite holinefs  is  acceflible  by  guilty  finners,  becaufe  the 
Lamb  is  there.  O  come  and  fee. 
'  (2.)  It  is  your  duty  to  come  and  match  with  the  Lamb. 
O  finner,  who  hath  been  married  to  the  devil  hitherto, 
married  to  your  lufts,  married  to  the  world  ;  O  man, 
woman,  whether  old  or  young,  will  you  come  and  be 
the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife  ?  as  the  word  is,  Rev.  xix.  7. 
Let  none  dare  to  go  to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  Lamb, 
to  the  communion-table,  until  once  they  have  given 
their  heart  and  hand  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  joined  in 
marriage  with  the  Lamb;  and,  O  may  this  be  a  marri- 
age-day. It  is  a  great  part  of  our  work  to  court  a  bride 
for  the  Lamb,  and  then  to  lead  her  to  the  table  ;  and, 
O  may  drawing  power  come  from  the  throne,  to  draw 
out  many  hearts  after  him  !  O  finner,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Lamb  of  God,  is  come  to  court  your  heart,  faying, 
My  fon  give  me  tby  heart ;  and  he  is  come  to  offer  him- 
fcif  to  thee,  man ;  to  thee,  woman,  faying.  Behold  vie^ 
behold  me  :  come  to  me^   that  you  may  have  life.      What 

*  M;utcrs  in  the  church,  at  this  ticnc,  had  a  very  difmal  afpeft ;  errors  of 
the  mofl  pernicious  coufcqiience  abouiKlint^,;  impieties  of  the  grolfcft  nature 
prevailinfT;  incroachments  upon  the  Lord's  heritage,  of  the  moil  grievous 
kind,  taking  place  ;  as  ohferved,  Vol.  1.  p.  232.  Vol  II.  p.  304.  466.  Vol.  IV. 
p.  148.  Vol.  V.  p.  2fy8.  And  yet  the  fwoid  of  difciplinc  drawnfouh  vvirh 
more  k'-'enefs  a^^in.i  thole  wlio  f.iichfiilly  teftilied  againft  thefe  evils,  thaa 
k^Tainfl:  the   authors,   ptrj'ctrators,    and  pioniotcrs  of  thcni  ;    as  niaf  be  f«n 

for 
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for  a  match  would  you  have  ?    Would  you  not  be  well 
married,  and  happy  in  fuch  a  Hulband  to  all  eternity? 

1.  Are  you  for  an  honourable  match,  a  royal  match? 

0  here  is  the  King  of  kings,  the  Lamb  in  the  niidll  of 
the  throne;  The  Head  of  all  principalities  and  powers. 

2.  Are  you  for  a  rich  and  >f)pulent  match  ?  Here  is 
the  £amb  in  the  midlt  of  the  throne,  in  whom  are  hid 
unfearchable  riches,-  and  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead; 
everlalling  treafures  of  grace  and  glory. 

3.  Are  you  for  a  bountiful  match  ?  O  there  is  none 
like  the  Lamb  in  the  midlt  of  the  throne  for  a  generous 
fplrlt,  willing  and  ready  to  lay  out  all  his  riches,  that 
out  of  his  fulnefs  ye  may  receive,  and  grace  for  grace. 

4.  Are  you  for  a.  beautiful  match?  Behold  the  Lamb 
in  the  midll  of  the  throne,  the  King  in  his  beauty;  he  is 
white  and  ruddy,  and  altogether  lovely :  no  wonder,  for 
he  is  the  brightnels  of  his  Father's  glory  :  all  the  glory 
of  God  fhines  in  his  i^ce.  Some  of  God's  glory  Ihines 
in  the  works  of  creation,  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars;  fome 
of  it  in  the  works  of  providence  :  but  all  the  glory  of 
God  is  here.  He  is  the  temple  of  God,  and  there  doth 
beauty  Ihine,  Pfalm  xcvi.  6. 

5.  Are  you  for  a  loving,  as  well  as  a  lovely  match  ? 
Behold  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  is  a 
mirror  of  love,  without  all  dimenfion :  *'  O  the  height  and 
depth,  the  length  and  breadth  of  his  love!"  He  loved  and 
prayed  for  his  enemies  that  murdered  him;  and  how  then 
muft  he  love  his  friends  that  will  match  with  him  ?  Again, 

6.  Are  you  for  a  beloved  match,  who  is  valued  and 
efleemed  of  all  whofe  love  and  elleem  is  worth  the  re- 
garding ?  O  !  the  Lamb  in  the  midll  of  the  throne  is 
beloved  of  all  the  holy  angels,  they  admire  and  adore 
him  ;  he  is  beloved  of  all  the  faints  in  heaven  and  earth; 
they  fay.  This  is  our  Beloved  ;  he  is  beloved  of  God  the 
Father,  who  fays,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 

1  ani  well-pleafed  :"    he  is  hated  of  none  but  the  devil 
and  his  wicked  crew. 

7.  In  a  word,  are  you  for  an  immortal  match?  Well, 
here  is  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne ;  he 
lives  for  ever  and  ever:  *'  I  am  he  that  was  dead,  and  am 
alive;  and, behold,  I  live  fcsr  evermore."  The  beft  friends 
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here  in  this  world  are  mortal,  and  may  leave  you  in  a 
moment ;  bat  the  Lamb  is  the  King  eternal,  immortal: 
be  lives  for  ever,  and  he  can  make  you  live  for  ever  and 
ever.  O  mortal  worms,  whofe  bodies  will  be  laid  in 
the  dull  in  a  few  days  or  hours,  and  who  have  nothing 
but  a  thin  wall  of  flelh  between  you  and  eternity ;  are 
ye  for  a  match  that  can  abundantly  jointure  you  for 
another  world,  and  portion  you  for  eternity  ?  Is  this 
a  defpicable  bargain  ?  Are  your  lufts  and  idols,  and 
perifliing  vanities  of  a  world,  a  better  bargain  ?  Nay, 
you  dare  not  fay  it  for  your  life.  This  offer  of  Chrill, 
accept  or  rejedl  it  as  you  will,  is  worth  ten  thoufand 
worlds. 

8.  Are  you  for  a  match  that  can  pay  all  your  debt  to 
law  and  jullicc,  that  can  fupply  all  your  wants,  that  can 
heal  all  your  difeafes,  that  can  bear  all  your  burdens, 
fandify  all  your  crofTes,  fweeten  all  your  afflictions,  fub- 
due  all  your  enemies,  manage  all  your  concerns,  and 
make  you  happy  for  ever  ?  Then  come  and  match  with 
the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midfl:  of  the  throne  :  a  greater 
offer  cannot  be  made  to  you  than  this  mod  glorious 
King,  upon  the  moft  glorious  throne.  O  great  propofal! 
Wonder  men  and  angels,  at  this  gofpel-offer  !  Be  aflo- 
niflied,  O  heaverto  and  earth  !  If  fuch  a  matchlefs  match 
be  offered  and  rejeclcd,  all  the  angels  and  faints  that 
are  about  his  throne  will  cry.  Shame  upon  you  for  ever, 
that  rcjeft  and  refufe  fuch  a  bargain;  and  we  muft  fay, 
Amen  ;  everlafting  lliame  muft  be  upon  you.  What 
was  the  Gadarenes  blafphemy,  but  their  preferring  their 
fwine  to  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  when  he  was  upon  the 
earth,  and  not  yet  upon  the  throne  ?  But  greater  is 
your  blafphemy,  O  finner,  if  you  prefer  your  fwinifti 
lufts  to  our  glorious  Lord,  now  exalted  to  the  throne. 
What !  prefer  the  fwine,  that  are  in  the  midft  of  the 
dunghill,  to  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne!  O  bafe, 
brutifli,  mad,  and  devilifti  blafphemy. 

I  hope,  by  this  time,  there  are  none  hearing  me,  but 
are  fo  far  felf-convifted,  that  they  fee  they  muft  condemn 
therafelvesif  they  rejefit  fuch  an  offer  as  is  made  to  them; 
and  therefore,  I  take  witnefs  upon  it,  that  when  the 
Lamb,  that  is  now  \xv  l\\^  wAidft  of  the  throne  of  grace. 
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willbs  the  Lamb  in  the  mklft  of  the  thrortj  of  judgment 
at  the  lail  da3%  ye  muft  own  that  the  fentence  of  con- 
demnation, that  ihall  be  then  pait  againll  you,  will  be 
jull  and  righteous,  if  you  ftand  to  your  refufal:  there- 
fore,  thdugh  this  fliould  be  a  rejefted  offer  to-day,  yet  it 
fliail  redound  to  the  honjour  of  the  Lamb  at  the  great 
day,  infomuch,  that  the  condemnation  of  you  will  be 
the  j unification  of  him  ;  your  own  confciences  witnefs 
that  he  will  be  juft  when  he  fpeaks,  and  clear  when  he 
judges,  and  adjudges  you  to  hell  and  damnation,  be- 
caufe  of  your  negledting  the  great  falvation,  and  reject- 
ing the  offer  of  the  great  Saviour,  the  Lamb  that  is  in 
the  midft  of  the  throne.  By  way  of  anticipation,  the 
tribunal  is  now  erefted  before-hand  in  your  bofom, 
where  God's  deputy,  confcience,  fits  as  the  judge  ;  and 
there  the  Lamb  is  affoilzed  as  free  of  your  blood,  and 
the  fentcnce  comes  forth,  that  your  blood  is  upon  your 
own  head.  Well,  I  hope  your  judgment  is  perfuaded 
of  thiS)  that  fuch  an  offer  is  made  to  you,  as  is  worthy 
of  all  acceptation:  but,  O  Sirs,  fincethe  judgment  may 
be  informed  and  gained,  while  yet  the  heart  is  not  en- 
gaged ;  therefore,  though  faith  come  by  hearing  what 
a  worthy  Lamb  is  offered  to  you,  yet  bare  hearing  will 
not  do  without  the  heart-drawing  power  of  the  Spirit 
which  is  before  the  throne  :  and  therefore,  this  bein^ 
the  pure  cryftal  rii^er,  that  proceeds  out  of  the  throne 
of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  xxii.  32.  that  this  river 
of  drawing  influences  of  the  Spirit  may  run  down  among 
you,  I  will  put  the  beft  rope  in  your  hand  that  I  know 
for  bringing  down  this  blefling  ;  it  is  even  the  Lamb*s 
own  fwect  promife,  John  xii.  32.  "  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  after  me.*^  Where 
obferve,  i.  The  perfons  concerned.  2.  The  promife. 
And,  3.  The  condition  of  it. 

[i.]  The  perfous  concerned,  all  men.  There  is  an 
All  among  finful  men,  that  Chrift  the  fecond  Adam  hath 
to  draw  to  him;  thefe  were  given  of  the  Father  to  him; 
and  Xhty  Jball  come^  John  vi.  37.  Yea,  thefe  he  7nuft 
bring  to  him,  John  X.  16.  He  muft  draw  thcmj  and 
they  fliall  hear  his  voice.  But,  left  any  flxould  hereupon 
fay,  Perhaps  I  am  not  among  the  number  qC  tha  fe.c^^\A 
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Adam's  all^  that  he  is  to  draw;  perhaps  I  am  excluded 
by  the  fecret  council,  or  hidden  decree  of-  God  from  all 
eternity.  Therefore,  I  will  tell  you  what  may  fatisfy 
you  fully  upon  this  point,  that  the  Lamb,  that  is  now 
in  the  midft  of  his  Father's  throne,  was  in  the  midit  of 
his  Father's  counfels  from  all  eternity ;  the  Lamb  was 
at  that  council-table :  therefore,  let  not  the  thoughts  of 
the  eternal  decree  be  terrible  and  dreadful  to  you ;  for 
tlie  Lamb  was  upon  the  concert,  arid  therefore  nothing 
pad  at  that  council  to  the  prejudice  of  any  poor  finner, 
that  would  venture  his  foul  upon -the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
It  was  concerted  there,  that  the  ground  and  objefl  of 
faith  lliould  be  no  hidden  counfel,  no  paft  decree,  but 
a  prefent  openly  declared  truth  ;  namely,  that  the  Lamb 
is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ;  and  that  whofocver  will 
might  come  to  him ;  and  him  that  comes,  he  will  in  no 
wife  caft  out :  and,  therefore,  if  you  venture  your  life 
and  falvation  upon  the  Lamb  that  is  at  prefent  upon  the 
throne  of  grace^  you  have  nothing  either  paft  or  future 
to  fear  ;  neither  any  paft  decree,  or  any  future  wrath : 
and  now,  by  this  free  offer  of  Ghrift  to  you  all,  God  iis 
accomplifliing  his  glorious  decree,  that  you  may  be  for 
ever  happy  upon  your  acceptance,  or  for  ever  inexcuf- 
able  upon  your  refufal. 

[2.]  The  promife,  which  is,  *'  I  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me."  In  cafe  any  fliould  fay.  There  is  indeed 
a  free  offer,  and  a  good  bargain  ;  but  I  have  a  relu6lant 
as  well  as  a  deceitful  heart ;  I  cannot  embrace  the  offer, 
nor  bring  up  my  heart  to  clofe  with  Chrift,  and  make  up 
the  match.  Why,  here  is  the  encouraging  promife, 
/  w/7/  dranv  ;  that  is,  I  will  fend  the  Spirit  to  draw  out 
your  heart,  to  make  it  rife  and  mount,  like  a  flame, 
towards  the  throne,  where  the  Lamb  fits.  But,  if  I  do 
not  find  this  drawing  power,  what  encouragement  have 
I  to  look  for  it  ?    Why,  obferve, 

[3.]  The  condition  of  this  promife.  If  I  be  lifted  up 
from  the  earth.  Not  an  uncertain  condition,  depending 
upon  us,  but  a  fure  condition,  depending  upon  himfelf : 
**  If  I  be  lifted  up,  or  when  I  am  lifted  up.'*  Now,  the 
condition  is  performed;  Ghrift  was  not  only  lifted  up  upon 
the  crois^  but  now  he  is  ll&^d  uo  to  the  .throne.    Now, 
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Chrift  faid,  John  xvi.  8.  *'  If  I  go  to  the  Father,  I  will 
fend  the  Spirit;"  if  I  go  to  the  throne,  I  will  fend  down 
the  Spirit  in  his  drawing  influences.  And  now,  may 
you  not  plead,  '*  Lord,  the  condition  is  performed,  the 
time  is  come,  thou  art  lift  up;  thou  art  upon  the  throne; 
therefore,  let  the  cryftal  river  run  down  out  of  the  throne 
of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb  ?"  Is  this  the  language  of 
your  heart  and  foul  ?  Lord,  draw,  draw  ;  thou  that 
art  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  draw  my  heart 
to  thee,  according  to  thy  word.  Is  your  heart  burning 
or  beating,  faying,  "  O  I  am  the  blackeft,  the  vileft 
fmn^that  ever  matched  with  fuch  a  glorious  One;  but 
yet  I  find  my  heah  beating  and  burning  within  me,  fay- 
ing, O  to  be  drawn;  O  to  have  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  to  ereft  his  throne  in  the  midft  of 
my  heart,  and  to  rule  there  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies. ; 
and  to  be  all  in  all  to  me;  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanc- 
tification,  and  redemption  to  me  :"  Why  then,  we  may 
fay,  your  heart  is  the  throne,  and  the  Lamb  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne.  And,  if  the  drawing  power  of  his 
Spirit  hath  made  up  the  match  between  him  and  you, 
we  are  warranted  to  lead  you  next  to  the  marriage-fup- 
per,  where  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne 
Jljall  feed  you. 

■"^  *^  -^^  yj^  jif  1^^  ^  ^  ^^ ^  ^  1^  ^*  ^^  jifc  ^  t^  ^*  %i^  »v  \i»  \i#  n4^  ^1^  »j»  \i/  ^  ^  \i^  %^  \^  %]/  \i^  \i/  %^  ^  ^  %i£  \i/  v^  ^^ 

VJv  'J^  ^  'rfs  /ffc  yjx  *T\  ^  ^  ^  ^T  '^  ^  ^\  "^^  ^  ^v^^  l^v  <^  ^^^^^^  '<^  ^^  ^  ^'  ^  TfZ  '^  ^^  ^^'^^  ^s  ^  <^  ^\  ^  n^  ^  ^ 

A  WORD  at  the  Clofe  of  the  SOLEMNITY  on  the 

Monday. 

TO  E  F  O  R  E  you  go,  I  Ihall  conclude  this  folemn 
-■-'  work  in  two  words,  one  direfted  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Lamb,  and  another  to  the  lovers  of  the  Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne. 

Flrft^  To  you  who  are  enemies  to  him.  If  the  Lanjb 
be  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  then  let  finners  ftoop  to 
him;  O  fink  down  at  his  feet,  and  be  content  to  be  ruled 
by  him:  if  you  be  ruled  by  your  own  lufts,  and  by  your 
fins,  you  put  Chrift  out  of  his  throne  in  efFefit,  and  put 
your  lufts  in  bis  rogm,     O  finner,  confider  how  you 
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crofs,  and  contradict  the  great  God  by  this  means  :  he 
bath  faid  of  Ghrift,  Pfal.  ii.  6.  "  I  have  fet  my  King  up- 
on mine  holy  hill;"    I  have  fet  him  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne:    and,   are  you  faying  to  your  lulls»   Be  ye  king 
over  me?  Man,  will  you  live  in  fin,  and  fin  againfthim 
that  is  in  the  midft  of  God's  throne  ?  If  a  thief  cut  a  purfe 
when  the  judge  is  upon  the  bench,  and  the  fentence  ready 
to  pafs  againft  him,  he  is  worthy  to  be  hanged:  Ghrift  is 
on  the  bench,  in  the  aft  of  judgment;    O  man,    beware 
of  iinning  againft  him:   be  afraid,  O  ye  that  are  enemies 
to  the  Lamb,  ''  Enemies  in  you  minds  by  wicked  works: 
It  is  hard  for  you  to  kick  againft  the  pricks  :"   Can  you 
harden  yourfelf  againft  God,   andprofper?     Nay,  you 
ftiall  be  fo  far  from  profpering  in  this  way,  that  the  Lamb 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne  hath  a  rod  of  iron,  to  break  and 
dalh  you  to  pieces.  "  Gonfider  this,  ye  that  forg^  God." 
The  Lamb  will  in  a  little  be  a  lion,  to  tear  you  to  pieces, 
when  there  fliall  be  none  to  deliver.     The  Lamb  is  yet 
upon  the  throne  of  grace,   inviting  you  ;   but  it  may  be 
this  is  the  laft  invitation  you  Ihall  have,  till  you  fee  him 
upon  a  judgment- feat :   and  what  fliall  be  the  eiFeO:  of 
thefe  gofpel  offers  you  have  enjoyed?     Thefe   folemn 
feafts  will  not  always  laft ;  an(d  perhaps  death  will  dalh 
you  down  to  the  duft  before  another  oocafion  of  this 
fort.     Can  ye  find  in  your  heart  to  let  Chrift  go,  and 
this   occafion  over,  without  getting  any  good  of  hira? 
Are  you  content  that  falvation  hath  come  fo  near  you, 
and  you  lofe  it  for  ever  ?     If  not,  O  will  ye  take  the 
firft   opportunity  of  retiring  to  fome  cornier,    and  cry 
to  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  to  come  and 
draw  you,  and  back  thefe  precious  means  with  his  pow- 
erful blefling !     He  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne 
hath  been  fettin^  his  throne  in  the  midft  of  Dunfermline, 
and  faying,   *'  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God   is  with 
men!"  O  let  him  not  lift  his  tent  till  you  be  taken  in ! 
Again,  O  crown  him  King  whom  the  Father  hath 
crowned  !     O  might  this  be  his  coronation-day !     A  day 
of  efpoufals  with  the  Lamb  is  his  coronation- day:    "  Go 
forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  and  behold  king  Solo- 
monwith  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned  hira  in 
the  day  of  his  efpoufals^  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of 

his 
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his  heart,"  Song  iii.  ir.  -Happy  day,  if  you  could  go 
away,  faying,  Sucli  a  day,  at -the  communion  of  Dun- 
fermline, Chrlll:  was  crov/ned  King;  I  beheld  King  Je- 
fu3  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  Father  crowned  him, 
and  faw  that  the  Father  fet  him  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne,  and'I  helped  to'  put  the  crown  upon  his 'head  ; 
for,  through  grace,  I  fet  him  in  the  midlt  of  the  throne 
of  my  heart,  and  crowned  him  'King  there  :  I  fourid  in 
my  heart  to  dethrone  fm,  and  enthrone  Ghrift.  O  is 
Chrift  crowned  King  here!  Hath  no  virtue  come  from 
the  throne  to  draw  my  heart,  as  the  adamant  draws  the 
iron  ?  The  clacking  of  the  hen  makes  the  chickens  to 
run  ;  gofpel -preaching  is  the  voice  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ; 
•and  much  ofthis  you  have  had  thefe  days  bygone.  'O 
have  you  run  under  his  wings  ?  See  .what 'Chrift  fays 
to  Jerufalem,  Matth.  xxiii.  37,  38.  "  O  Jerufalm,  Jeru- 
falem,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  .her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not !  Behold,  your  houfe  is  left 
unto  you  de folate  !'*  May  we  hope  that  God  will  not 
yet  leave  Scotland  defolate,  but  that  Chrift  will  be 
crowned  King  in  the  church  of  Scotland  ?  Though  he 
be  robbed  of  his  royalties,  and  notwithftanding  of  all 
unwarrantable  A£ls  that  tend  to  the  hurt  of  his  govern- 
ment, he  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne. 

idly^  To  you  that  are  the  lovers  of  the-Lamb,'!  cfFer 
firft  a  word  of  comfort,  and  then  a  word  of  advice.  ' 

[i.]  A  word  of  comfort.  Surely  though  the  earth 
.  fliould  be  removed,  and  the  mountains  be  caft  into  the 
midft  of  the  fea;  though  external  governments  fhould  be 
diffolvcd  and  overturned,  yet,  while  the  Lamb  is  upon 
the  throne,  all  Ihall  be  ruled  to  advantage  unto  all  the 
loverg  of  the-Lamb.  What  though  ye  fliould  fee  the 
minifters  of  Chrift  fufpended  *  or  depofed  for. adhering 
to  the  teftimony  of  Chrift,  and  endeavouring  to  keep  a 
good  confcience  in  an  evil  day  ?  Though  they  fliould  be 
.reproached  and  perfecuted,  .yet  ftill  *'  There. is  ia  river, 

*  Alluding  to  the  condiHSl  of  :the  Affembly  anc4  Commiflion,  in  the  profe- 
cution  carrying  on  at  iliis  time  againfl  Mr.  Eben£;zer  Erskine,  and  his 
adherents.     As  tliis  afiair  is  frequently  hinted  at,  it  may  not  be  improper  jjc»e 

.  trie  fly   to  •  lay  the  .matter   open.— *The   Church,  at  this  time,  \va?i  wc^v^V; 

.  in  irrtminent  danger  .<>f  bcie^  ©ver-run  "wuh  u  'i^?Ti\sAVi>s.^  ^Owsrcv^  «:S.  Kxwv.. 

Vol.  V.  ,  t.Cc  ^^ 
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the  Rreams  whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God:"  and 
Hill  there  is  this  great  ground  of  comfort,  that  the  Lamb 
is  in  the  midft  ot  the  throne,  and  the  chryttal  river  pro- 
ceeds from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb;  and 
upon  this  throne  the  Lamb  rules  righteoufly  and  merci- 
fully, tho'  men  rule  never  fo  unjuftly  and  cruelly ;  and 
in  a  little  time  there  will  be  an  end  of  man's  rule  and 
government,  but  the  Lamb's  dominion  is  for  ever  and 
ever.  God  the  Father  hath  proclaimed  that  he  is  the 
everlafting  King,  faying,  "  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for 
ever  and  ever."  The  followers  of  the  Lamb  have  un- 
fpeakable  ground  of  comfort  in  Chrift,  whatever  trouble 
they  have  in  the  world  ;  "  In  the  world  you  ihall  have 
tribulation,  but  in  me  you  fliall  have  peace,  be  of  good 

Socinian  and  Arminian  doftrines,  as  formerly  noticed.  Vol.  I   p.  352.  Vol.  11. 
p.  334.  466.  Vol.  IV.  p.  146.  ;  but  likcwife  of  being  pcfted  w'.th  a  corrnpr, 
erroneous,  and  rime-ferving  miuiltry,  for   •  bom  a  wide  doof  had  bocn  ojHceJ 
T\v  fcveral  violent  Tel  elements  on  reclaiming  congregations :     The  number  of 
legal  fcrmoiis  and  dry  moral  harangues  too  evidently  evinced  the  truifrof'it; 
and  the  eager  diljiolition  appearing  in  many  to  grafp  at  Prefent  itions,  and  ih.: 
Aft  of  Allembly  17.^2,  in  favours  of  them  (obfcrved  abo\'e,  p.  2>3    ^Ji-),  put 
the  f:;6l  beyond  all  diipuie.      Tliis  beinc  the  melancholy  (ituatinn  of  matters  at 
fhls  ii;ne,   Mr.  Kbenezer  Erskine,    MinilVer  at  Stirling,    ihougl.i  it  his  duty, 
jn  a  feimf^n,    at  the  opening  of  the  Synod  of  P<;rth  and  Stirling,  at  Pcit'.i,  oi 
icth.  T7^-;2.  to  tefVify  ])lainly  a;7.i!nlt  Come  of  the  prevailing  evils  of  the  times, 
]);iuiciilarly  aj:ainil  tlie  A<fl  of  Airembly   1732,  and  the  proceedings  ot*  tne  Jii- 
dicatoiiui,  in  liie  Ic-tiicment  of  miniitets  over  rf!clai;nin^»  and  uifl<:ntin';  cohts- 
f,.it!ons.     This  dilccurle  lb  galled  and  tormented  fome  of  the   miniilers  tk'n 
});-c{cnt,    thai   they  piiihed,   and  obtained  of  tlic  Synod,   an  appcwntmcnt  of  a 
Committee  to  conjidrr  the  pa'  titulars  in  the  fermon,  faid  to  give  otfcnoe. .  T/.c 
tvprefllons  were  condv-fccndcd  on,  and  anfwcrs  given  to  them  by   Mr.  Er.Vino. 
The  Synod,  after  fpending  three  diys  on  this  affair,  found  Mr.  Kr/kii>c  cenfurr.blf, 
and  refolved  to  rebuke  h'xrA  ;  from  which  fcveral  mmiffers  and  elders  diiTented : 
and  Mr.  Eifkine  and  Mr.  Fiiher  protcfled,  and  appealed  to  the  Alfembly  173^ 
Vhe  AiTv-Mnbly  havi.ig  cor)fiJercd  the  Appeal,    approved  of  the  proceed'ngSLf 
the  Synod,  nr.d  appointed  him  to  be  rebiikcd  and  admouilhed  by  the  Mi'dcrMori 
ihoii:.h    neither   Synod  nor  AUcinbly  h-ui   ihown  his  doArine  to  be  contrary  ta 
ih  ;  word  of  G'^d  and  our  Stand.ini.s.     Mr.  Erfkine  protelled  againil  this  deed: 
:\\\A  his  Proiclbiion   was  adhered  to  by  MelFrs.  Wilfon,  Moncrief,  aad  Fi'.hr. 
'i'he  AflcmUy  o  dered  the  forcliad  Minllfers  to  appear  before  the  ComnniiGon 
in  Ai:,';u(l ;  and  impowcred  the  Commiifion  to  fufpend   thjm,  if  they  did  nci 
wiilibaw   ilicir   Protellation,  and    profjfs  their  forrow.     They  appeared  k- 
loro  the  Conimiflion  in  Augulf,  and   were  fufpended  by  them.     The  Cjmniif- 
jtcn  in  Nov.  16.  loofed  ilieir  relation  to  their  relpjAive  charges,  and  declared 
them    to  be  no  longer  rNlmillers  of  tliis  Church.     The    Airembly    1740,  piileJ 
ih'-"  fi  ncence  of  Depolition  againft  them,  and  others  who  adhered  to  them,  atJ 
jo'iii.'d  with  them :  and  all  this,  without  finding  them  cither  erroneous  in  doc- 
trine, or  immor.il  in  pra«f\ice;   but  merely  for  their  llcdfa ft  adherence  to  their 
pi'miples,  am)   n.iniltcrial  liilcliiy,    in  (It ling  the  trumpet  to  iheir  mouth,  ao J 
it'li'iMn  ii»e  honie  of  Jacob  their  lins,  and  Uracl  their  tranfgreinoAS  !— Thefe  wno 
jjKJine  10  fee  more  ot'tbismaiicT,  vway  ^jcrufe  Mr.Erfkinc's  printed  Sermon,  which 
u:!s  the  found :U ion  ot  i\\\s\«occV^,  to^g^tvY^ttm^^^^'WR^  Uk  ProceiSy  and 
oriicr  pubii:  y.ipcrs  cuViued  lo  i\\^  v«oi\^ 
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cliear;  I  have  overcome  the  world;"  and  I  am  now 
up-'U  the  throne  ;  and  ye  at  lail  ihall  overcome,  and  fit 
down  with  men  on  my  throne. 

1.  Here  is  comfort  againll  defertion.  Though  the 
Lord  may  hide  himfelf,  and  feem  to  be  far  away,  yet 
ftill  it  is  food  to  your  faith,  that  the  Lamb  is  in  the 
midit  of  the  throne;  and,  as  he  never  deferts  the  throne, 
fo  he  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forfake  you  :  Why  ? 
The  promises  are  all  Yea  and  Amen  in  him  who  is  ever 
upon  the  throne,  to  make  out  his  word. 

2.  Here  is  comfort  againil  the  crofs.  While  you  have 
the  crofs  upon  your  back,  yi;U  may  keep  the  throne  in 
y<;ur  eye,  and  you  may  be  fure  of  pity  and  favour  thence, 
becaufe  the  Lamb  is  there,  who  went  from  the  crofs  to 

•  the  throne. 

3.  Here  is  comfort  againR  the  power  of.fin,  corrupti- 
on, and  fpiritual  enemies,  be  they  never  fo  powerful : 
foi*  the  Lamb  is  upon  the  throne  of  power,  and  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to  him;  and  he  is  concerned 
in  honour  to  dellroy  thefe  enemies. 

4.  Here  is  comfort  againft  want  and  wcaknefs.  Your 
flrength  lies  in  the  Lamb,  and  your  fpiritual  provifion 
Hows  only  from  him. 

5.  Here  is  comfort  againft  church-tyranny.  Times 
have  been,  when  there  wa3  tyranny  in  the  ftate  over  the 
confciences'of  tnen;  thefe  were  reckoned  very  evil  days : 
but,  when  there  is  tyranny  in  the  church,  over  the 
confciences  of  men,  it  is  in  many  refpe£ls  worfe  :  for 
church-perfecution  is  ^kind  of  blafpheray ;  it  is  in  the 
name  of  God  to  perfecute  the  people  of  God.  But  yet 
here  is  comfort  in  this  cafe,  that  church-tyranny  cannot 
keep  the  throne;  **  Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fel-' 
lowfhip  with  thee,  which  fraraeth  mifchief  by  a  law  ?" 
No,  no  :  **  They  gather  themfelves  together  againft  the 
foul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the  innocent  blood,'* 
Pfal.  xciv.  20^  21.  The  Lamb  will  keep  the  midft  of 
the  throne,  and  tread  down  his  enemies  in  doe  time. 

What  would  make  a  church-government  glorious  and 
eminent  ?  When  the  Lamb  is  kept  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne,  and  when  his  fpiritual  kingdom  is  kept  diftinfit 
from  the  temporal  kingdoms  of  this  world.  The  ^ovev^- 
mcnt  of  the  church  is  quite  mifmiatvaMd'^Vv^TL  xJc^^Vax^ 
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is  put  out  of  the  throne,  and  temporal  heritages  arc 
made  the  foundation  nf  fpiritual  privileges  :  As  for  ex- 
ample, when  in  the  choice  of  pallors  Vt  any  congrega- 
tion, which  is  a  fpiritual  privilege,  relating  to  immortal 
fouls,  the  heritors  uf  this  earth,  the  heirs  of  a  little  yel- 
low daft,  have  fuch  a  privilege  and  preference  given 
them  by  virtue  of  their  temporal  inheritance,  as  if  they 
were  lords  over  the  confciences  of  men,  and  lords  over 
God's  heritage  :  furely  their  fecular  advantage  in  the 
world  can  entitle  them  to  no  fpiritual  privilege  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  no  more  than  an  earthly  inheritance  can 
entitle  them  to  heaven  :  but  to  give  them  a  dominion 
over  the  fouls  of  men  in  this  matter,  is  a  pra£lical  de- 
throning of  the  Lamb  from  the  midft  of  the  throne. 
Church-officers  themfelves  are  difcharged  to  ufurp  fuch 
a  dominion  as  to  be  lurds  over  God's  heritage  :  it  is  un- 
lawful for  them  to  obtrude  paftors  upon  a  Chriftian  peo- 
ple without  their  confent ;  far  lefs  have  they  power  to 
put  fuch  a  dominion  over  mens  confciences  into  the 
hands  of  earthly  fuperiors.  How  can  they  give  what 
they  have  not  themfelves  *  ?  In  fpiritual  matters  we  are 
to  own  no  man  lord,  but  he  that  is  "  Lord  of  lords,  the 
.Lamb  that  is  in  tlie  midft  of  the  throne."  Church- 
government  is  quite  overturned,  when  the  throne  of 
Chrift's  fpiritual  kingdom  is  poiTeft  by  any  other  in  this 
\vorld  but  only  the  Lamb. 

.  6.  Here  is  comfort  againft  death.  Death  fliall  not 
reijrn,  becaufe  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne, 
and  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  hath  the  keys  of  hell 
and  of  death  ;  and  therefore  death  ftiall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  viftory. 

7-  Wcx-Q  is  comfort  a;]jainft  the  fear  of  judccment;  that 
awful  day  needs  be  no  terror  to  the  lovers  of  the  Lamb, 
becaufe,  when  the  fiery  tribunal  will  be  ercfled,  the 
Lamb  will  be  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ;  and  the  friends 
of  the  Lamb  will  be  received  into  his  bofom,  while  all 
his  enemies  will  ftand  trembling  before  his  throne. 

8.  Here  is  comfort  in  the  view  of  a  long  eternity,  that 

«  Pariona^e  has  alwa-'s  been  a  great  grievance  to  llij  church,  an  J  ins 
C'tnircl  on  at  il/i.->  time  with  a  very  lu^^h  hand,  though  contrary  to  St.rjp'ir*. 
J^cn'on,  our  Sf.\r. ia'-d?,  and  Acfls  of  the  Church;  particularly  Acl  of  ATcmbljr 
Pi  CJafgcw,  1638,  as  ob^civi^  ^'oo^e,  '^.  a^*^.  ^^sv* 

the 
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the  Lcimb,  that  is  for  ever  in  the  midfl:  of  the  thrbne, 
will  f'jr  ever  feed  you,  and  lead  yoa  unto  living  foun- 
tains, and  wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes.  O!  who 
can  tell  the  happinefs  of  the  higher  houfe,  the  glorious 
feeding  and  leading  you  fliall  have  there,  the  everlatting 
and  ever  living  fountain  of  divine  confulation.,  wherewith 
ye  fliall  for  ever  be  refreihed !  The  fountain  is  God, 
and  his  glorious  attributes;  Chrill,  and  his  inexhaulUble 
fulncfs  ;  the  Spirit,  and  his  everlafting  confolation  ;  a 
glorious  Trinity:  G  )d,  who  is  now  a.promifing  God, 
will  then  be  a  performing  God.  Who  can  tell  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  that  blefling,  his  wiping  away  all  tears  from  your 
eyes  ?  He  that  hath  a  battle  for  your  tears  now,  hath 
a  napkin  to  wipe  them  all  away  then;  for.  Ye  fliall  obtain 
joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fliall  flee  away. 

Secondly^  I  offer  a  word  of  advice   to  you.     O  Sirs, 
if  the  Lamb  be  in  the  midil  of  the  throne, 

I.  Then  be  quiet  araidfl  all  the  mal-adminiftrations 
of  men,  amidll  all  the  mifnianagements  of  chufch-men 
and  church-judicatories ;  becaufe,  though  men  cannot 
be  jiiltified  in  their  church-ruining  projeSls,  yet  the 
Lamb  being  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  hath  a  jufl:, 
holy,  and  fovereign  hand  in  ordering  thefe  evils,  when 
he  hath  a  controverfy  to  plead  with  us.  Let  us  fee  the 
hand  of  God  in  leaving  men  to  themfelves,  to  rob  the 
church  and  people  of  God  of  their  rights  and  Reforma- 
tion-privileges. V/hat  was  the  hand  of  Pilate  againfl: 
Chriil,  the  cruellefl:  aft  that  ever  was  don^  ?  Why,  it 
was  the  hand  of  God  himfclf :  for" it  is  laid,  when  Pilate 
Ipake,  faying,  *'  Doll  thou  not  know  that  I  have  power 
to  crucify  thee,  or  tofet  thee  at  liberty:*'  Chritt  anfwered., 
*'  Thou  couldil  have  no  power,  except  it  were  given  thee 
of  my  Father."  Even  fo  fay  I,  church-men  or  church- 
judicatories,  courts  or  aflfemblies,  could  have  no  power 
to  break  down  any  of  the  carved  work  of  Reformation ; 
no  power  to  harm  the  liberties  of  God's  people  in  chu- 
fing  their  paftors;  no  power  to  obtrude  miniflers  on  Chrif- 
tian  congregations,  willing  to  chufe  faithful  paftors  ;  no 
power  to  pafs  fentence  againU  fuch  as  oppofe  that  fpeat  of 
defedtion,  except  it  were  given  them  of  our  Father;  and 
therefore,  let  us  be  quiet  and  faber  *.  \N^\\'a.N^i^^s\^  'c?^^^ 

G  c  3  ^^-^-t 
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thing  ad:)'than  to  break  out  in  a  paffi  mate  refentmcnt 
a^ainft  poor  mortal  men  ;   the  fintul  inllrunients  of  the 
church's  confufion  and  difortler.     When  Shimei  railed 
upjn  David,  "  Let  him  alone,  fays  David,  may  be  the 
L'jrd  hath  bidden  him."     The  Lord,   for   our  trial  and 
chaftifcment,   perhaps  hath  required   fome  in  our  day, 
Go  and  tread  up.jn  the  rights  of  thefe  people  ;   go  and 
repr-.ach  and  perfecute,  fulpend  and  depofe  thefe  mini- 
Iters.  iur  keeping  a  good  conlcience  in  an  evil  time :  I 
fuy,  it  may  be;  the  Lord  hath  bidden  ;  yea,  **  Is  there 
evil  in  the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it?"   Is  there 
evil  in  the  church,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?  No, 
jio  :   Well,  what  of  that  ?    This  does  not  juRify  evil  in- 
ilrunients,  no;   but  it  fays,  we  are  to  be  fober,  and  lay 
our  hand  upcn  c;ur  mouth,  and  bear  the  indignation  of 
the  Lord,  bscaui'e  we  have  finned  againft  him:   We  are 
t-)  be  dumb,  and  not  to  open  our  mouth,  becaufe  he  does 
it.     The  L:imb  in  the  mid!l  of  the  throne  hath  the  go- 
vernment upon  his  flioulders,  and  he  is  righteouHy  or- 
derin^j  and  over-ruling  thefe  matters  for  the  profitable 
trial  of  his  people,  and  the  glorious  praife  of  his  name 
in  the  iffue  :   '^  The  wrath  of  man  {hall  praife  thee,  and 
the  renjainder  of  his  wrath  wilt  thou  reftrain."     The 
Lord  hath  his  own  time  and  v/ay  of  reliraining  his  ene- 
mies, and  his  own  time  and  way  of  reforming  his  church; 
and  when  the  Lord  fliall  appear  in   his  glory,    be  will 
build  up  Zi  >n.     Sometimes  he  fees  fit  to  appear  in  his 
wrath,  and  then  he  lets  out  the  wrath  of  man,  the  en- 
mity  of  man,  to  the  breaking  dnvn  of  Zion,   and  of  his 
carved  work :  but  there  is  another  time,  when  he  fees 
fit  to  appear  in  his  glory,  andihen  to  rellrain  the  wrath 
of  man,  and  reform  his  church.    And  fince  he  is  appear- 
ing in   his   wratl^  in   our  day,  letting  out  the  reins  of 
man's  wrath,  to  the  ruining  of  Reformation- work  ;  Obe 
f  >ber  and  humble ;  and  depend  upon  him  as  the  Lamb 
in  the  midft  of  the   throne,   who  hath  the  reins  in  his 
hand,  to  let  them  out,   or  take  them  in,   as  he  pleafes. 
Inllruments  are  but  his  fword,  his  hand,  by  which  he 
does  as  he  pleafes,  Pfal.  xvii.  13,  14.  **  Deliver  my  foul 
from  the  wicked,  from  men  which  are  thy  hand,  O  Lord." 
Think  not  tliexi  l\v^  ^ov^xt\m^Tv\.\^ci\aA.Qf  Ghrift's  hand, 
when  men  are  dovv\^  xyv^ltvy  ^•aLdi>JcC\Tv'ijj»^^Ti^^\r\^^^!Ms\^ 
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heavy  blows  to  the  work  of  God:  No,  no:  men 
are  but  his  hand ;  and  it  is  the  hand  of  God  that  juftly 
and  righteoufly  is  lying  heavy  upon  his  people. — 
Look  above  men  then ;  you  have  not  to  do  with  them  ; 
there  is  a  turn  of  matters  juft  as  he  is  pleafed  to  turn  his 
hand  ;  the  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  and  in 
the  midft  of  heavy  clouds  hanging  over  Scotland;  there- 
fore h)ok  to  him,  that  he  may  turn  away  his  wrath  ; 
Pfal.  ii.  I  z.  '*•  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifli 
from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little :  blef- 
fed  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him."    Again, 

2.  If  it  is  only  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne.  O  then  be  tender  of  thofe  that  are  followers  of 
the  Lamb,  while  they  are  yet  upon  the  footftool,  and 
not  yet  fet  down  with  Chrift  upon  his  throne.  They 
are  in  danger  in  an  evil  day,  wherein  they  are  called  to 
give  teftimcyiy  againft  the  evils  and  corruptions  of  the 
day,  to  go  afide  to  fome  extreme  or  other.  There  are 
many  thoughts  of  heart,  and  many  needlefs  words  among 
people  at  prefent  about  the  manner  of  teftifying.  Some 
are  accufcd  as  if  they  were  too  forward ;  others  are  ac- 
cufed  as  i.  they  were  too  far  behind,  in  their  teftimuny. 
Well,  not  to  meddle  with  miftakes  people  may  be  under, 
it  may  be  both  thefe  are  true  :  for,  who  can  fay,  I  am 
clean,  and  do  not  err  toward  the  Tighter  left  hand,  when 
they  would  appear  for  Chrill  and  his  caufe  ?  But,  0*be 
tender  of  the  militant  followers  of  Chrift.  I  hope  you 
will  remember,  that  it  is  only  the  Lamb  that  is  able  to 
keep  the  midft  of  the  throne  ;  and,  I  hope,  we  are  all  wil- 
ling to  fubfcribe  to  this,  that  this  honour  only  belongs  to 
him,  that  he  was  able  to  keep  the  midft  of  the  way  to  the 
throne,  without  going  to  onefide  or  other:  none  but  himfclf 
was  ever  able  to  do  fo;  let  him  alone  have  all  the  glory. 

3.  Let  me  fay  to  you  that  have  become  the  bride,  the 
Lamb's  wife.  If  the  Lamb  be  in  the  midft  of  the  throne, 
O  then  fee  that  ye  frequent  the  throne.  What  more  in- 
viting argument  than  this  can  there  be,  that  the  Lamb 
is  in  the  midft  of  it  ?  And  the  farther  forward  you  ap- 
proach, fo  much  the  better.  Never  reft  till  yru  be  in 
the  midft  of  the  throne,  where  the  Lamb  is.  You  may 
have  boldnefs  to  go  as  far  as  the  Lamb  5^oes\  ^wd^vo>ci. 
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will  find  this  the  mod  pleafaiit  exjercife  in  the  world, 
and  the  mjft  profitable  alfo  :  for  grace  and  mercy  is 
about  the  throne  of  grace  ;  it  i^  a  mercy-feat,  becaufe 
the  Lamb  is  there. 

4.  O  believer,  if  the  Lamb  be  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne,  even  the  Lamb,  your  Head,  youu  Hufband, 
fee  that  you  live  upon  him  by  faith;  let  the  Lamb  be 
youF  feeder,  and  the  Lamb  your  food  every  day  :  and 
beware  you  do  not  dilgrace  your  honourable  Hufband. 
Are  you  married  to  the  Lamb- in  the  midft  of  the  throne? 
We  read  that  Bathfheba  faid  to  her  fon^  Prov.  xxxi.  4. 
*'  It  is  not  for  a  king,  O  Lemuel,  it  is-  not  for  a  king  to 
drink  wine,  nor  for  princes  to  drink  ilrong  drink."  So 
it  is  not  for  believers  in  Chrift  to  drink  and  tipple,  to 
fwcar  and  cheat ;  the  gracelefs  world  do-  fo.  But,  O 
believer,  have'  you  been  at  a  eommunion-table  ?  Hath 
the  Lord  graced  and  honoured  you  with  marriage  to 
the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  ?  Do  not  difgrace 
yourfelf ;  it  is  befow  your  rank  :  fee  that  yoii  live  as 
becomes  thcfe  that  are  matched  and  married  to  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth. 

I  remember  fome  years  ago^  after  certain  difputing 
in  the  Church  about  the  dodlrine  of  the  gofpel,  we  had 
a  folemnity  here,  on  which  occafion  I  was  led  to  fpeak 
of  the  fubllance  of  gofpel-doftrine,  Chrift  given  of  God 
to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  *;  and  now  I  am  obliged 
to  remark,  That  after  fome  contendings,  or  rather,  ia 
tlte  midft  of  fome  contendings  in  the  Churchy  about  the 
government  of  his  lioufe,  I  have  been  led,  witboat  any 
defign  in  me,  but  only  as  the  text  was  pleafant  to  roy 
own  f  )ul,  to  fpeak  of  the  very  fam  and  centre  of  ccck- 
fiaftical  government,  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne.  I  remember,  at  that  former  occafion  the  Lord 
was  prefent  by  his  Spirit,  and  gave  evidence  thereof 
unto  many;  and  now,  I  hope,  at  this  occafion  alfo  there 
fhall  be  fome  bleffings  dropt  down  from  the  throne. 
And,  O  to  be  going  away  from  this  place,  with  this 
truth  fealed  upon  our  heart,  concerning  the  Lamb's 
being  in  the  midft  of  the  throne:  Come  what  will,  there 
is  no  fear  of  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  fufferers 
for  him  ;  for,  Tie  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  tbe  throne. 
*  See  this  elr.bciaie  d\fco*Ai^c\iL^cV\»  t^.  \(iv 
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STABILITY  rN  the  FAITH,,  the  CHURCH'^ 
STRENGTH  *. 

Is  A.    XXX,   7. 
— Their  ftrengtb  is  to  fit  ftlli. 


EVER  fince  man  departed  from  God,  the  only  reft- 
ing  place^  he  has  been,  in  vain,  rambKng^  among 
the  creatures  for  fafety  and  fatisfa^ion;  wbere?ts,  if  we 
believe  the  word  of  God,  we  wiU  fee  our  only  ftrength 
and  fafety  is  to  return  to  God  in  Ghrift,  as  the  centre 
of  reft  ;  and  to  fit  ftiM  and  reft  upon  him,  and  put  con- 
fidence in  him;  as  faith  the  prophet  here.  Their  ftrengtb 
is  to  ft  ftilU  Thefe  who  have  been  fitting  down  at 
a  communion-table,  by  profeffing  to  fit  down  under 
the  Ihadow  of  the  Almighty  by  faith,  are  to  remembet 
that  it  is  their  ftrength  to  fit  ftill ;  as  they  arc  "well  fet, 
who  can  fay  with  the  church,  "  I  fat  down  undqr  his' 
Ihadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  fweet  to 
my  tafte  ;"  for,  to  fit  down,  is  to  believe  :  fo  it  is  yet 
better,  if,  by  unbelief,  they  do  not  rife  again ;  for,  it  is 
their  ftrength  to  ft  f till. 

Jerufalem  and  Judah  were  here  threatened  with  fome 
approaching  dangers  and  defolations,  and  it  is  thought 
to  be  by  Sennacherib ;  and  this  peoples  fin,  for  which 
they  are  here  reproved,  was  th^ir  trufting  to  the  Egypti- 

*  This  fermon  was  preaclied  in  the  year  I733«;  but  at  what  place, 
wo  are  uncertain:  However,  from  foiiie  paiFages  in  the  diicourfc, 
it  appears  to  have  beci^  delivered  on  th^Mondjiy  after  fame  faprjinmntal 

fulcra  aity. 
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ans  ;  they  jyere  all  in  a  hurry  to  bring  help  and  fuccour 
from  them,  without  feeking  counfel  of  God,  and  relling 
upon  him. 

We  may  obferve  in  the  words,  the  four  following 
things. 

1.  The  evil  of  this  fin  ;  "  The  Egyptians  (hall  help 
in  vain,  and  to  no  purpofe  :"  compare  this  with  ver.  3. 
and  hence  ubferve,  liiat  though  they  that  trull  in  the 
power,  providence,  and  promife  of  God*ihall  never  be 
afhamed  of  their  hope  ;  yet  they  that  put  confidence  in 
any  creature,  will  find  it  their  reproach,  fhame,  and 
confufion  :  they  will  hurt  inllead  of  helping,  God  is 
true,  and  may  be  trulled;  but  every  man  is  a  liar,  and 
may  be  fufpefted  :  we  cannot  expeft  too  little  from  man, 
and  too  much  from  God. 

2.  Notice  the  prophet's  intermeddling  in  this  concern- 
ing matter,  he  publillies  God's  mind  and  commiflion. 
Obferve,  it  is  the  duty  of  minifters  to  meddle  fometimes 
in  public  matters,  whether  in  church  or  ftate ;  they  are 
to  Ihow  Jacob  their  fins,  and  Ifrael  their  tranfgreffions ; 
and  this  is  a  part  of  minifters  work,  to  tefl;ify  againft  fin 
in  ail.  Ghrifl  was  the  light  of  the  world;  they  fliould  be 
like  their  Matter,  teftifying  againii  all  fin,  and  all  works 
of  darknefs.  However,  this  is  one  of  the  great  quar- 
rels that  the  world  have  againft  the  fervants  and  people 
of  God,  becaufe.  they  bear  teftimony  againft  their  fins. 
Many  that  have  fome  light,  yet  they. put  their  light  in 
a  prifon,  Rom.  i.  18.  ''  They  hold  the  truth  inunrighte- 
oufnefs  ;"  particularly,  by  not  bearing  witnefs  againft 
fin  and  defeftion  in  others,  as  well  as  in  ourfelves;  it 
was  the  gracelefs  expreflion  of  a  gracelefs  Cain,  A^n  I 
my  brother'* s  keeper  P  What  am  I  concerned  with  the 
fouls  of  others,  or  the  fins  of  others  ?  What  am  I  con- 
cerned  with  the  public  evils  of  the  day  I  live  in?  Indeed 
right  religion,  begins  at  home,  but  it  does  not  end  there; 
it  will  come  without  doors  with  us. 

3.  The  manner  of  the  prophet's  addrefs  to  this  people, 
/  cried  concerning  ibis :  I  cried  ;  hence  obferve.  That 
it  is  the  duty  of  minifters  to  be  earneft  and  zealous  in 
reproving  fin  and  reclaiming  finners.  Minifters  are 
both  feers  and  criers  •,    zxd^  when  they  fee  the  danger. 
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fliould  cry,  that  the  people  may  hear,  and  flee  out  of 
harm's  way.  If  one  in  the  llreets  of  a  city  were  crying. 
Fire,  fire  !  O  what 'a  running  and  motion  is  then?  But 
when  minillers  cry,  The  fire  of  hell  is  ready  to  burn  the 
wicked  and  ungodly,  no  perfon  is  moved ;  why  ?  they 
arc  fenfible  of  bodily  danger,  but  no  fenfe  have  they  of 
foul  danger,  nor  fear  of  the  fire  that  burns  both  foul  and 
body.  Miniiters  need  to  cry^about  matters  of  eternity, 
that  people  may  fecure  fometbing  that  death  may  not  be 
able  to  take  from  them;  fuch  as  thcfe,  (i.)  Saving  know- 
ledge; if  you  get  this,  it  will  lodge  with  you  to  eternity; 
*'  This  is  life  eternal  to  know  thee,  the  only  true  God, 
and  JefusChriil  whom  thou  hall  fsnt."  (2.)  Faith,  faving 
faith,  death  will  not  be  able  to  take  it  from  you ;  All  tkefe 
died  in  faith.  Again,  (3.)  Evangelical  love  of  God  in 
Chrifl: ;  Love  never  fails.  (4.)  The  favour  of  God,  Rom, ' 
viii.  38,39.  "  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nur  life, 
-^Ihall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  inChrift 
Jefus."  (5.)  Pardon  of  fin,  and  waftiing  in  Ghrift's  blood; 
*'Thefe  are  they  that  have  wafhed  their  robes  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb."  (6.)  Faithful  labours  for  the  honour  and 
glory  of  God  ;  '*  BlefTed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord,  they  fliall  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  works 
follow  them."  They  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  labours; 
they  will  not  lofe  one  good  thought,  one  prayer,  one  tear; 
he  has  a  bottle  for  thefe.  Some  feek  after  worldly 
honour,  but  thefe  will  foon  be  at  an  end  ;  their  honour 
will  be  laid  in  the  duft.  Some  fpend  their  time  and 
Itrength  in  pleafure  ;  there  thefe  will  foon  be  at  an  end, 
1  John  ii.  17.  '*  The  luils  of  this  world  pafleth  away; 
but  he  that  doth  the  will  of  God,  abideth  for  ever." 

4.  The  prophet's  doftrine,  or  the  fum  of  his  preaching 
and  advice,  in  thefe  words.  Their  ftrengtb  is  tofitftilL 

In  which  words  you  may  notice,  i.  The  fedate  life  of 
faith,  expreffed  by  fitting  f till.  2.  The  advantages  of 
that  life  of  faith  to  believers,  it  is  their  ftrength. 

[i.]  By  fitting  ftill  we  are  to  underlland  a  recurab- 
ancy  upon  God,  reftingonhim,  and  trufting  in  him,  and 
.ftedfaft  waiting  on  him,  and  abiding  in  the  way  of  duty. 
This  duty  puts  a  man  to  lefs  trouble  than  his  rambling 
abroad  among  the  creatures ;  he  has  no  more  ado  hut 
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fil  ft'iir.  Some  are  at  more  pains  to  bring  mifery  upon 
themfelves,  than  GocPs  people  are  to  get  the  bleffing. 
Efau  hunted  up  and  down,  and  was  at  a  great  deal  of 
pains  ;  yet  Jacob  fat  at  home,  and  got  the  bleffing : 
**  He  that  believeth  fliall  not  make  hafte," 

[2.}  The  advantage  of  this  duty,  it  is  tb^irftrengtb: 
they  that  fit  dill  in  a  day  of  diftrefs, ''  Hoping  and  quietly 
waiting  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord;"  this  will  be  their 
Ilrength  and  fafety  :  when  we  have  tired  ourfelves  by 
feeking  help  from  creatures,  we  will  find  it  the  bell  way 
for  recruiting  ourfelves,  to  repofe  and  fettle  upcoi  the 
Creator;  by  trulling  in  him,  waiting  on  him,  and  iled- 
f^ttly  adhering  to  him  :  this  will  keep  us  from  much 
needlefs  labour  and  fatigue ;  yea,  it  will  fecure  to  us 
the  accomplifliment  of  the  promife,  Luke  i.  45.  *'  Bleffed 
is  he  that  believeth,  for  there  Ihall  be  a  performance." 
Hab.  ii.  3.  "  For  the  vifion  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time, 
but  at  the  end  it  fliail  fpeak,  and  not  lie:  though  it  tarry, 
wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.'* 
This  text  then  has  two  parts,  that  are  like  the  two 
pill-ars  of  Solomon's  templw,  the  one  Jachin,  and  the 
other  Boaz  ;  ftability  and  flrength  ;  ftability  is  one  part 
(rf  the  text,  and  ftrength  is  the  other:  Their  ftrengtb 
is  to  JiP  ftilL 

Obfcrv.  "'  That  a  church  or  peoples  ftrength  and 
*'  fafety  in  perilous  times,  is  tlieir  fte^dinefs  and 
"  ftability  in  the  faith." 

The  prophet  here  fpeaks  forth  the  duty  of  Jerufalem 
in  a  fjerilous  and  dangerous  time,  and  ftiows,  that  that 
ftability  is  their  fafety ;  and  that  it  is  ftability  in  the 
faith,  he  here  fpeaks  of,  you  may  fee  dear,  from  two 
other  verfes  of  this  chapter,  veF.  15.  '^  In  returning 
and  reft,  lliall  ye  be  faved  ;  in  quietnefs  and  confidence 
fhall  be  your  ftrength."  In  returning  to  God,  and  re- 
pofing  in  him  as  your  reft,  in  quiet  acquiefcing  in.  him 
and  confident  dependance  upon  him.  Ver.  18.  *^  The 
Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment,  blefled  are  all  they  that  wait 
for  him  :'*  this  alio  explains  it  of  the  ftability  of  faith. 

This  dodlrine  might  be  confirmed  by  m;^ny  other 
iferiptures,  Heb.  iiV.  12.  \\.  ^'^  T^feaVv^^^  brethren,  left 
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there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  de- 
parting  from  the  living  God  ;  for  we  are  made  .partake 
ers  of  Chrilt,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
Itedfaftly  unto  the  end  :"  Importing,  that  our  liability 
in  the  faith,  is  our  fafety  in  evil  times,  and  at  all  times, 
Heb.x.23.25.''-Let  us  hold  fail  the  profeffion  of  bur  faith 
without  wavering;  not  forfaking  the  affembling  of  our- 
felves  together,  as  the  manner  of -fome  is, -but  exhorting 
one-another,  and  fo  much  the  more  as  you. fee  the  d^y 
approaching.'^  In  Col.  ii.  19.  there. you  read  of  a  num- 
ber that  fell  ofi  in  time  of  temptation,  JVbf  holding  the  bead; 
not  fitting  Hill  and  abiding  in  Chrift.  Heb.  xiii.  8,  9. 
But  many  other  fcfiptures  will  oflfer  in  the  fequel. 

The  method  I  propofe  for  profeciiting  this  fubjefl, 
through  the  diviile  favour,  (hall  be  the  following. 

!•  To  ihow  what  are  tbefe  times  that  may  be  called 
perilous  times,  wherein  people  are  ready  to  Ihovy 
much  inftability  and  unftcdfaftnefsin  the  faith. 

II.  Open  vp  the  nature  of  this  fledfaftnefs  and  liability 
in  the  faith. 

III.  Show  thatthisftedfaftnefs-andftablenefs  is  people's 
ftrength  and  fafety,  in  perilous  times. 

IV.  Deduce  fomc  -Inferences  for  the  a^pplication  of 
the  fubje£t. 

I.  We  are  to  fliow  what  are  thefe  tihies  that  may  be 
called  perilous  times.  You  may  fee  the  apollle's  defcrip- 
tion  thereof,  2  Tim.  iii.  1,-^^8.  "  This  know  alfo,  that 
perilous  times  Ihall  come;  for  men  Ihall  be  lovers  of  their 
ownfelves,  covetous,  boafters, proud,  blafphe'mers,difobc- 
dienl  to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  af- 
fedlion,  truce  breakers,  falfe  aeeufers,  incontinent, fierce^ 
defpifers  of  thefe  that  are  good,traitors,heedyihigh-mind- 
ed,  lovers  of  pleafures  mr»re  than  lovers  of  God,  having 
a  form  of  .Qfodlincfs,  "but  denyingtb'e  power  thereof;  from 
fuch  turn  away.  Now,  as.  Jannes  and.  Jairibres  withftood 
Mofes,  fo  do  thefe  alfo  refill  the  truth,  men > of  corrupt 
minds,  reprobate  concerning  the  faith, 'V  If  the  lafi:  times 
be  th*e  mod  perilous  times,  then  we  feem  tobd  araorig  the 
very  lad;  we  are  called  to  redeem  timc^i)ecaufe  the  daj^«. 
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are  evil.  There  is  a  twofold  evil,  moral  and  penal ;  the 
moral  evil  of  fin  is  the  ground  of  all  penal  evil  of  punifli- 
ment.  Jerufalem  here  was  not  {o  much  in  danger  from 
the  Aflyrians,  whom  God  was  fending  upon  them  to 
puiiifh  them,  as  they  were  from  their  own  fins,  for  which 
God  Itirred  up  the  enemy  to  afilidl  them  ;  or  if  when 
danger  appeared,  they  had  returned  to  the  Lord,  and 
relleJ  on  him  ;  then  in  returning  and  relUng  they  had 
been  faved :  but  they  departed  from  God  and  then  all 
went  to  wreck  with  them.  Times  of  departing  from 
God,  the  only  reiiing  place,  are  perilous  times.  More 
particularly, 

i/>,  Times  of  rebellion  again  (l  God  are  perilous  times. 
Of  this,  Jerufalem  is  here  reproved;  and  for  this  a  wo  is 
denounced  againft  her,  "  Wo  to  the  rebellious  children," 
ver.  I.  of  this  chapter.  When  may  a  people  be  called 
rebellious  ?  Even  when  fin,  which  is  rebellion,  is  oome 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  Lord  is  obliged  in  honour  to 
plead  a  controverfy  with  the  finning  people.;  as  it  is  faid, 
Hjf.  iv.  I,  2,  3.  ''  The  Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth,  nor 
mercy,  nor  knowledge' of  God  in  the  land.  By  fwear- 
ing,  and  lying,  and  killing,  and  Healing,  and  committing 
adultery,  they  break  out,,  and  blood  toucheth  blood. 
TMerefore  fhall  the  land  mourn,  and  every  one  that 
dwelleth  therein  (hall  languifli  with  the  bead  of  the  fields, 
and  with  the  fowls  of  heaven,  yea  the  filhes  of  the  fea  alfo 
Ihall  be  taken  away.''  Now,  he. may  be  faid  to  have  a 
controverfy  with  a  land  for  their  rebellions,  in  four  cafes. 

1.  When  all  manner  of  fin  and  afts  of  rebellion  abound, 
fuch  as  are  there  mentioned,  fo  as  they  are  not  only  the 
fins  of  fach  and  fuch  a  perfon,  nor  of  fuch  and  fuch  a 
congregation,  but  they  are  become  national,  and  uni- 
verlal,  and  epidemical ;  and  I  imagine  this  is  but  too  juft 
a  defcription  of  our  cafe. 

2.  When  peoples  fins  are  committed  againft  many 
checks  of  confcience,  many  beams  of  light,  many  means 
of  grace,  many  calls  of  providence,  many  inftances  of 
mercy  and  divine  goodnefs ;  how  provoking  is  it,  as  you 
fee,  Rom.  ii.  2,  3.     Thus  highly  aggravated  againft  the 

patience  and  forbearance  of  God* 
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3.  When  the  rebellion  is  fo  heightened  that  jiot  only 
is  the  patience  of  God  abufed,  but  laughed  at,  and  ridi- 
culed, \^Y  a  profane  age,  that  begin  to  fay,  as  2  Pet.  iii.  4. 
Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming?  Where  is  the  threa- 
tening of  his  coming  to  judgment?  Then  it  is  a  perilous 
time,-  bccaufe  the  Lord  is  angry,  and  will  let  men  know 
that  he.  is  not  flack  concerning  his  promife,  as  fome  men 
count  flacknefs,  though  he  be  long-fuffering  to  us-ward; 
and  that  he  is  not  flack  concerning  his  threatening. 

4.  When  there  is  nothing  ftanding  between  the  rebel- 
lious people  and  the  ftroke,  None  to  ftand  in  the  gap^^Sind 
keep  out  the  wrath  that  is  coming  in,  Ezek.  xxii.  30,  31. 
Or,  when  fuch  as, would  ftand  in  the  gap,  and  plead 
with  God,  have  no  accefs  to  him  this  way ;  and  when 
God  is  faying,  upon  the  matter,  though  Noah,,  Da- 
niel, and  Job,  were  pleading  for  fuch  a  people,  it  is 
in  vain. 

2diy^  Times  of  carnal  confultation,  or  of  following 
carnal  counfel,  are  perilous  times.  This  was  the  cafe  of 
Jerufalem,  *'  Wo  to  the  rebellious  children,  that  take 
counfel,  but  not  of  me  !"  (Where  alfo  we  fee,  that  this 
was  a  fpecial  branch  of  their  rebellion,  they  are  reckon- 
ed*rebels  againll  God  that  take  counfel,  but  not  of  him; 
and  fo  follow  their  own  carnal  counfel.)  Men  take  coun- 
fel, but  not  of  God,  wiien  they  confult  with  flefli  and 
blood,  with  carnal  eafe,  carnal  friends,  carnal  reafon, 
and  are  fvvayed  with  carnal  arguments  ;  when  they  con- 
fult with  numbers  and  multitudes,  and  follow  the  fuper- 
numerary  party,  and  fo  bind  their  faith  to  the  belt  of 
a  majority,  faying,  Can  fuch  a  great  numberbe all  wrong? 
and  fuch  a  fmall  number  only  right?  Shall  we  be  lingular? 
Indeed,  when  vice  becomes  general,  fingularity  is  a  vir- 
tue ;  when  error  in  judgment,  or  praftice,*  becomes 
univerfal,  it  is  then  a  neceflary  duty  to  be  fmgular. 
Whomfoever  men  take  counfel  with,  if  it  be  not  with 
God,  they  rebel  againft  him,  and  expofe  themfelves  to 
wo  and  mifery.  To  take  counfel  even  with  learned  and 
eminent  men,  even  when  they  are  in  the  right  fide  of 
the  queftion,  and  to  believe  {p  and  fo,  becaufe  they  be-« 
lieve,  it  is  but  a  human  faith,  built  upon  a  human  tefti- 
mony  ;  and  yet  ordinarily  the  raoft  learned  Rabbles  at^ 
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the  greatefl  enemies  of  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  John  vii. 
48,49  "  Have  any  of  the  rulers  and  Pharifees  believed  in 
him?  But  this  people,  that  know  not  the  law,  are  curfed." 
Why,  fays  flefh  and  blood,  they  are  but  aipack  of  ig- 
:norant  fools,  who  differ  from  fuch  great  and  learned 
men.  Well,  but  it  may  happen,  that  even  thefe  may 
•be  blind,  whom  neither  themfelves  nor  others  .think  to 
be  fo,  as  it  was  with  the  applauded  Pharifees,  who  faid, 
Are  Hve  blind  alfo  ?  Chrift  proves  them  to  be  fo  ;  and 
tells,  that  if  the  blind  follow  the  blind,  both  fliallfall  into 
:thc  ditch.  Thus  alfo  they  take  counfel,  butnot  of  God, 
that  yield  a  blind  obedience  to  the  commandments  of 
men,  aslfrael  did  to  the  ftatutes  of  Orari,  Mic.  vi.  16. 
«nd  Ephraim,  that,  willingly  walked  after  the  command- 
ment,  Hof.  v.  2.  This  is  charged  upon  Ifrael,'Ifa.  xxix. 
;13.  Tbeir.fear  tovj^rdine  is  taught  by  the  precepts  ofmen. 
2dly9  Times  of  carnal  confidence  and  covering3,  are 
periloustimes,  verfe  i.  *'  They  cover  with  a  covering, 
but  not  of  my  Spirit."  The  fhadow  of  Egygt  was  their 
covering ;  they  put  their  confidence  therein :  but  it  was 
a  refuge  of  lies,  a  covering  too  narrow  for  hiding  them, 
while  they  had' no  holy  confidence  in  God,  but  a  carnal 
confidence  in  men ;  they  departed  from  God,  partly 
through  fear  of  men,  namely,  the  Affyrians,  and  partly 
by  trufting  in  men,  viz.  the  Egyptians.  The  fear  of  mast 
Sringftb  a  fnare.  And  it  is  an  awful  word  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  Ifa.  li.  12,  13.  *'  Who  art  thou,  that  thou  Ihould  be 
-afraid  of  man,  that  ftiall  die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man,  that 
fliall  be  made  as  grafs,  and  forgetteft  the  Lord,  thy  Maker, 
that  ftretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  earth;  and  haft  feared  continually  every  day  be- 
caufe  of  the  fury  of  the  opprefTor,  as  if  he  were  ready  to 
deftroy?  And  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreflbr?"  Many 
•are  like  the  Jews,  John  xii.  42.  that  durft  not  profefs 
Chrift  for  fear  of  being  laflied  out  of  the  fynagpgue :  and 
thus  even  feme  of  the  godly  dare  not  make  a  public  ap- 
:pearancefor  the  caufe  and  truth  of  theLord  Jefus,-  for  fear 
of  being  expofed  to  the  cenfures  of  the  church,  and  fury 

•  of  the  prevailing  party  ;  but  what  fays  the  Lord,  in  fuch 
-a  cafe,  to  thefe  that  fear  the  reproaches,^  and  revilings, 

•  and  refentment  of  me-xv^  Viz..  \\.  .7  ^8 -  It  is  but  the  grafs  of 
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the  field  that  oppofe-th  you,  All  JleJ}^  is  gr^fs^  Ifa.  xl.  6. 
Are  you  afraki  of  withermg  grafs,  and  forget  the  everlali- 
ing  and  everliving  God  ?     They  may  be  reckoned  fools 
that  expofe  thenifelves  to  the  fury  of  a  government,  civil 
or  eccleliaftic  :    why  fhould   they  expoie   tbiCmfelves  to 
worldly  loffes  and  inconveniences?  But,  if  the  commands 
of  men'be  not  agreeable  to  the  commands  of  God;  if  they 
be  unlawful  and  unwarrantable,  it  is  the  bed  wifdom  to 
lit  Hill,  and  reft  obedient  to  God,  and  difobedient  to  man; 
yea,  this  is  their  ftrength  and  fafety :    it  is  better  to  fuf- 
fer  than  to  fin;   and  we  fin,   if  we  but  yield  a  doubtful 
obedience  to  man,  doubting  if  it  be  right;  for,  *'  What- 
fjever  is  not  of  faith,  is  fin."    It  is  always  fafeft  takeep  . 
back  from  fin,   and  abide  with  Chrift:   all  lofles   for  his 
fake  are  to  be  repaired  an  hundredfold  in  this  life;  that 
is  good  recorapence,  and  the  ftock  ftill  fecure;  *'  In  the 
world  to  come,  eternal  life.'*     However,  this  is  one  part 
of  carnal  coafidence,  the  fear  of  man;   for,  whom  we 
truly  fear,   for  their  frowns,   them  we   are  apt'  to  trull, 
for  their  favours  and  friendlhip.     And  then  truft  in  man, 
13  another  part  of  carnal  confidence,  which,  when  it  pre- 
vails, fhows  it  is  a  perilous  time:  this  is  crofs  X.6  the  com- 
mand of  God  alfo,  Pfal.  cxlvi.  3.  "  Put  not  your  truft 
in  princes,  nor  in  the  fons  of  men,   in  whom  there  is  no 
help."     This  is  dangerous  work,  and  points  out  a  dan- 
gerous time,  when  trufting  in  an  arm  of  flefli  is  prevail- 
ing, Jer.  xvii.  5.  *'  Curfed  is  the  man,  that  trufteth  in 
man,   and  maketh  flefli  his  arm;   whofe  heart  departs 
from  the  Lord.    It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  than  to 
put  confidence  in  man."     See  Micah  vii.  5.   Jer.  ix.  4. 
Jf  we  depend  upon  human  power,  for  the  prefer  vat  ion 
of  our  church,  or  depend  upon  human  policy.,  for  the 
reformation  of  religion,   we  will  find  ourfelves  fadly  dif- 
appointed;  "  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  than  to  put 
confidence  in  flefh."     If  we  depend  upon  human  laws, 
even  for  the  fecurity  of  our  fortunes;    or  upon  our  com- 
pliance with  whatever  hurnan  authority  injoins,  for  our 
freedom  from  outward  trouble  and  trials,  we  but  truft 
in  man,  and  confer  with  flefli  and  blood  :   we  truft  in  a 
broken  reed  that  will  pierce  us,  '  ' 

4^A/jy,  Times  of  inftability  are  dang|tto\v^  ^tA  ^^\^^>cs.^ 
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times.  This  is  fuppofed  plainly  to  be  the  fin  of  Ifrael  in 
the  text,  Their  firetigtb  is  to  fit  ftill ;  to  be  liable  and 
fettled  hi  the  faith:  but  they  were  unliable,  unlledfaft, 
unlettled.  Now,  that  times  of  inftabiiity  are  dangerous^ 
may  appear  from  thefe  particulars. 

1.  Unliable  times  are  times  of  error;  and  thefe  are 
dangerous.  This  is  plainly  infmuate,  Heb.  xiii.  ^.  *'  Be 
not  carried  about  with  divers  and  ftrange  dodtrines;  for 
it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  hear^  be  eftablifhed  with 
grace."  Unliable  perfons  are  carried  about  with  every 
error.  This  is  the  dangerous  circumilances  of  England 
and  of  Scotland  in  our  day;  what  errors  are  fpreading? 
Atheifm  is  in  a  manner  profeffed  by  a  number  that  call 
themfelves  free-thinkers,  who  cannot  think  of  a  God, 
though  it  mull  be  as  certain  that  there  is  an  eternal  Be- 
ing, as  it  is  certain  there  is  any  being  at  all  ;  for,  there 
could  be  no  fach  effefts,  if  there  were  not  a  fuprenie 
caufe. — Deifm  is  openly  profeffed  by  fome,  who.  deny 
all  divine  and  fupernatural  revelation,  and  applaud  the 
light  of  nature,  tho'  under*  a  difmal  eclipfe. — Arianifm 
has  taken  root,  a  denying,  the  true  and  proper  divinity 
and  fupreme  Deity  of  Ghrift, — Legalifm  and  Libertinifm 
which  may  be  well  joined  together,  becaufe  they  that 
deny  Chrifl  to  be  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs, 
being  not  under  grace,  but  under  the  law,  fm  muft  have 
dominion  over  them. — Profanenefs  and  immoralities,  and 
all  manner  of  errors  and  evils  take  place  in  unftable 
times. 

2.  Unftable  times  are  times  of  temptations  from  men 
and  devils;  and  it  is  much  to  continue  with  Chrift  in 
fiich  times:  when  men  are  tempted  with  the  world,  and 
tempted  by  the  devil  and  his  temptations,  it  is  much  to 
get  that  teftimony,  Luke  xxii.  28.  "  Ye  are  they  that 
have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptation,  and  I  appoint 
unto  you  a  kingdom."  A  time  of  general  temptation  is 
a  dark  and  dangerous  hour.  Rev.  iii.  10.  "Becaufe thou 
had  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  will  keep  thee  from 
the  hour  of  temptation,  which  Ihall  come  upon  all  the 
world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth."  When 
teniptaiion  is  fo  univerfal,  no  wonder  the  moft  part  are 
carried  down  with  iVv^  ilxt^xa, 
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3.  Unrtablc  times  are  backfliding  tinges ;  times,  of  de- 
fedtion  and  apoftacy,  and  tliefe  are  perilous  times  ;  foi% 
*'  The  backflider  in  heart  fliall  be  filled  with  his  own 
ways;"  and, ''  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  fourHiall  have 
no  pleafure  in  him."  Purely  thefe  are  perilous  times  in 
Scotland,  when  they  are  fucb  covenant-breaking  times; 
wherein  reformation- principles  and  purity  are  given  up, 
wherein  truth  falleth,  and  he  that  departeth  from  evil, 
and  adhercth  to  covenanted  truth,  maketh  himfelf  a 
prey,  Ifa.  lix.  15. 

4.  Unliable  times  are  times  of  divifion,  and  thefe  are 
perilous  times;  for,  *'  A  city,  or  houle,  divided  againll 
itfelf  cannot  ftand."  Then  is  defolation  near,  when  the 
anger  of  the  Lord  has  divided  a  people  ;  divided  their 
hearts,  fo  as  they  hate  one-another;  and  divided  their 
tongues,  fo  as  they  reproach  one-another,  and  fpeak  e- 
vil  of  ohe-another;  then  is  the  land's  name  juttly  turned 
to  a  BabeU  Gen.  xi.  9.  '^  The  name  of  it  is  called  Babd^ 
becaufe  the  Lord  did  there  confound  the  language  of  all 
the  earth,  and  from  thence  did  the  Lord  fcatter  them  a- 
broad  upun  the  face  of  the  earth."  When  people's  hearts 
and  tongues  are  divided  and  confounded,  then  they  are 
in  hazard  of  being  fcattered  and  deftroyed. 

5.  Unftable  times  are  times  of  the  flighting  of  the  gof- 
pel,  the  heavenly  manna.  When  people  cannot  reft  con- 
tent with  that  provifion  which  God  makes  for  them  in  the 
gofpel,  how  dangerous  is  this!  See  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  14, 
15,  16.  *^  They  mocked  the  mefferigers  of  God,  and  def- 
pifed  his  words,  and  mifufedhis  prophets,  until  the  wrath 
of  the  Lord  arofe  againft  his  people,  till  there  was  no  re- 
medy. Jer.  xxvi.  4,  5,  6.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  If  you 
will  not  hearken  to  me,  to  walk  in  my  law,  which  I  have 
fet  before  you,  to  hearken  to  the  words  of  my  fervants  the 
prophets,  whom  I  fent  unto  you,  both  rifing  up  early,  and 
fending  them  (but  ye  have  not  hearkened)  then  will  I 
make  this  houfe  like  Shiloh,  and  will  make  this  city  a 
curfe  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth."  Was  ever  a  na- 
tion more  guilty  than  ourfelves  ?  Judge  then  if  we  live 
not  in  perilous  times. 

6.  Unliable  times  are  times  of  formality  in  religion  ; 
Uien  having  a  form  of  godlinefs,  without  the  power;  y^^v 
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denying  the  power  of  it.  When  God  has  but  the  outfide; 
drawing  near  to  him  with  the  mouth,  and  honouring 
him  widi  the  lips :  a  fc;rmal  carnal  way  of  worfliipping 
God,  inftead  of  worfliipping  him  in  the  Spirit.  Unliable 
fouls,  that  take  up  a  profeffion  of  religion,  which  dege- 
nerates into  a  formal  outfide  hypocritical  devotion,  are 
in  a  very  dangerous  cafe,  as  appears  from  the  many 
woes  Chrill  denounced  againft  the  Pharifees  and  hypo- 
crites. 

7.  Unftable  times  are  times  of  fecurity.  Where  there 
is  no  fpiritual  fettlement  there  will  be  a  carnal  fettlement, 
like  Moab,  that  was  at  eafe  from  his  youth,  and  fettled 
upn  his  lees  and  dregs,  not  l>eing  emptied  from  veflel  to 
veffel,  Jer.  xlviii.  ir.  It  is  a  dangerous  time,  when  the 
wife  and  foolifli  virgins  are  fleeping  and  flumbering; 
when  men  cry.  Peace,  peace ;  and  like  the  old  world, 
put  the  evil  day  far  oS  from  them,  fudden  deftruftion 
may  be  at  the  door. 

8.  Unftable  times  are  times  of  carelefs  indilFerency  a- 
bout  the  matters  of  God,  and  lukewarmnefs.  When 
people  are  unftable  in  the  truth,  they  can  never  be  zea- 
lous for  it :  the  dan^eroufnefs  of  this  difeafe  you  read 
of,  Rev.  iii.  16.  ''  Becaufe  thou  art  lukewarm,  neither 
cold  nor  hot,  I  will  fpew  thee  oat  of  my  mouth  ;^'  that  is, 
reject  thee  with  abhorrence.  This,  among  others,  is 
the  fin  of  our  day,  and  ihows  we  are  living  in  perilous 
times.     There  are  two  things  very  fad  in  Scotland. 

(i.)  Our  light  has  worn  out  our  zeal.  It  is  feldom 
heard  tell  of,  that  light  fliould  be  an  enemy  to  zeal  and 
prattice,  till  now  it  feems  to  be  our  mifery,  that  our 
lil^iit,  knowlcd,(^e,  v/ildom,  and  politenefs  has  blunted 
^  our  zeal  for  God  and  for  reformation-principles  and 
practice. 

(2.)  Our  hazards  have  drowned  our  zeal;  our  appre- 
hended hazards  and  difficulties  have  quenched  the  fire 
of  zeal  in  many.  The  days  have  been  in  Scotland,  when 
our  difficulties  and  crofles,  hazards  and  dangers^  have 
been  as  a  burning  •:oal  to  quicken  our  zeal  for  God, 
and  make  it  the  more  fervent;  but  now,  our  diflSculties 
and  dangers  are  like  fo  much  v/et  timber  laid  upon  the 
top  of  our  zeal>  \\k^  to  drowu  it  all  out;' and  yet,' where 

^  .  is 
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is  the  danger  of  Handing  up  for  God  and  hiscaufei' 
''  Where  is  the  fury  of  the  opprefibr?"  Is  it  our  flrcngtli 
andfafety  to  run  away  from  God  and  duty?  No,  by  no 
meaViS:  rather,  is  it  not  ourjlrength  to  fit  IHll? 

J  I.  We  nf>\v  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed, 
wh'iQh  was,  To  open  up  the  nature  of  this  itability  \i\ 
the  faith,  or  lleadinefs  and  eftablifhment  therein.  1  would 
here,  1.  Offer  a  fcripture  or  two  for  fliewing  how  this 
duty  is  commanded  and  commended.  2.  Wliat  it  fup- 
pofcs.  3.  What  it  includes.  4.  What  it  excludes. 
5.  What  it  infers. 

i/r,  1  would  ihow  that  it  is  both  commanded  and  com- 
mended. I  might  cite  many  fcriptures  for  this  end;  but 
I  Ihall  only  quote  one  fcripture,  where  it  is  commanded, 
and  another  where  it  is  commended. 

1.  This  fiability  in  the  faiih  is  commanded,  i  Cor, 
xvi.  13.  ''  Watch  ye,  Hand  faft  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like 
men,  be  Ilrong.  Stand  fall  in  ihe  faith  ;"  this  is  that 
duty  which  the  apoflle  calls  a  continuing  in  the  faitli, 
grounded  and  fettled,  and  not  being  moved  away  from 
the  hope  of  the  gi)fpel.  Col.  i.  23.  This  is  that  which 
he  calls  a  being  Itedfaft  and  immoveable,  yea,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,*i  Cor.  xv.  58.  This 
is  that  which  is  called  an  earnell  contending  for  the  faith, 
once  delivered  to  the  faints,  Jude  3.  And  again,  it  is 
called  a  Handing  faft  in  one  mind  and  fpirit,  ftriving  to- 
gether for  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  in  nothing  terrified' by 
your  adverfaries,  8cc.  Phil.  i.  27.  In  a  word,  it  is  cal- 
led a  being  faithful  to  the  death;  ''  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
the  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life,**  Rev.  ii. 
10.  In  all  which  fcriptures  this  duty  of  ftability  is  com- 
manded; and  it  is  called  a  Handing  faft  in  the  faith,  to 
Ihow  the  influence  that  faith  has  upon  perfeverance:  for 
*'  By  faith  we  ftand,"  by  faith  we  walk,  by  faith  we  live, 
by  faith  we  fight,  by  faith  we  overcome;  and  all  this, 
becaufe  by  faith  we  ftand  ftill,  and  reft  upon  a  Gcd  in 
Chrift,  eftabliihed  in  the  faith.- — Thus  it  is  commanded. 
Again,  ^ 

2.  This  ftability  in  the  faith  is  commended^Rev.  ii.  13. 
there  the  church  of  Pergamus  is  commended  in  thefe 
words,  *'  Thou  holdeft  faft  my  nam^^^TvdVi^^^^x.^^'^^^^ 
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jny  faith,"  &c.  Where  the  thing  they  are  commended 
for  being  liable  in,  is  Chrill's  name.,  and  his  faith;  that 
is,  his  gofpel,  and  the  doftrine  thereof.  Paul  is  called  a 
chofen  veiTel  to  bear  his  name  among  the  Gentiles ;  that 
is,  his  gofpel,  and  it  may  well  be  fo  called,  becaufe,  by 
the  gofpel  he  makes  his  name  known:  and  it  is  called  the 
faith,  becaufe  it  is  the  objeft  of  faith,  the  thing  to  be 
believed;  and  it  is  called  his  faith,  becaufe  he  is  the  au- 
thor of  it;  the  fum  and  fubllance  of  it.  The  giver  of 
this  gofpel  dpOirine  fubftitutes  himfelf  in  Adam's  room, 
and  fulfils  the  law,  which  to  him  was  a  covenant  of 
works :  and  hence  it  is,  that  out  of  his  obeying  the  law, 
the  fweet  d'^tlrine  of  the  gofpel  flows  unto  us;  '*  He  is 
the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  evary  one  that 
bclieveth."  Now,  this  is  what  the  church  of  Pergamus 
held,  and  would  not  deny,  but  gave  their  teRimony  to  it 
againfi:  all  the  enemies  that  oppofed  it;  no  wonder,  for  it 
is  tlie  words  of  eternal  life.  We  are  not  to  think  the 
worfc  of  any  truih,  that  it  is  oppofed  and  controverted, 
and  requires  fail  hf^lding,  and  violent  holding ;  **  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  fufFers  violence,  and  the  violent  take 
it  by  force."  Nay,  the  more  a  truth  is  controverted,  the 
more  commendable  is  a  fteady  adherence  to  it.  While 
we  are  ia  this  militant  ftate,  we  cannot  hold  the  truth 
without  fighting;  it  is  faid  of  the  builders  of  the  walls  of 
Jerufalem,  Neh.  iv.  18.  *' That  every  builder  had  his 
fword  girded  by  his  fide,  and  fo  builded:"  fo,  in  adher- 
ing to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  vye  are  not  to  think  ftrange 
to  hear  of  a  banner  in  the  banquetting-houfe  of  the  gof- 
pel; ''He  brought  me  to  the  banquetting-houfe,  and  his 
banner  over  me  was  love,"  Why  a  banner  in  a  ban- 
quetting-houfe? Becaufe  we  cannot  keep  the  feaftwith- 
out  oppofition  either  from  without  or  within.  Many, 
when  they  fee  their  believing  promifed  to  be  joined  with 
a  combat,  they  are  difcouraged;  but  fpiritual  builders 
mufl:  be  fpiritual  foldiers,  holding  the  promife  in  one  hand 
and  the  weapon  in  the  other  ;  the  word  in  one  hand,  and 
the  fword  in  the  other;  the  truth  In  one  hand^  and  the 
armour  of  proof  in  the  other.  Faith  without  trouble  or 
^fighting  is  a  fufpicious  faith;  for  true  faith  is  a  fighting, 
Vvre/iling  faith  ;  atvd  t\v\^  \^  \}cv^  ^i\Njcv  \JssaX  \^  Kere  com- 
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mended,  as  it  is  alfo,  Rev.  iii.  10,  *'  Becaufe  thou  haft 
kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  1  will  alfo  keep  thee  in 
the  hour  of  temptation.  Thou  hpldeft  faft  my  name, 
and  haft  hot  denied  my  faith,"  Rev.  ii.  13. 

As  to  the  denying  of  faith,  there  are  four  degrees  of 
it.  (1.)  When  men  are  filent  thro' fear,  unable  to  fay, 
with  Paul,  ''  I  am  not  afliamed  of  the  gofpel  of  ChrilL'* 
(2.)  When  men  diffemble  as  Peter,  *'  I  know  not  what 
thou  fayeft."  (3.)  When  they  halt  between  two  opini- 
ons, like  thefe  in  the  days  of  Ahab,  that  halted  between 
God  and  Baal.  (4,)  When  they  exprefly  deny  the  faith, 
as  Peter  denied  Chrift,  ^^  I  know  not  the  man;"  and  am 
not  upon  that  fide  of  the  houfe,  nor  of  that  party*  Thus, 
Chrift  is  many  times  wounded  in  the  houfe  of  his  friends; 
fometimes  by  a  traiterous  Judas,  fometimes  by  a  timo- 
rous Peter.  However,  the  denial  of  the  faith  goes  on 
by  fuch  decrees  as  thefe  ;  every  one  of  them  draws  on 
another:  filence,  through  fear,  draws  on  diffimulatidn ; 
diffimulation  draws'on  a*  halting  between  two,  as  it  were, 
in  a  demurring  what  to  do ;  and  this  halting  draws  on 
denying  of  the  faith  exprefly;  for,  apoftacy  is  a  flippery 
preci piece;  therefore  men  fhould  beware  of  the  leaft  be- 
ginning, and  of  the  leaft  fliifting  of  the  profeffion  of  the 
faithi  when  called  thereunto.  . 

2t/Ay,  What  this  ftability  in  the  faith  fuppofes?  Surely 
it  fuppofes  peoples  being  once  in  the  faith  ;  as  Paul  de- 
figns  Timothy,  his  fon  in  the  faith,  i  Tim.  i.  2. ;  for, 
till  once  people  be  in  the  faith,  they  can  never  be  efta- 
bliftied  in  the  faith,  as  the  word  is.  Col.  ii.*  7.  No  more 
than  a  tree  can  be  firmly  rooted  in  the  earth,-  that  was 
never  truly  planted  into  it.  Stability  in  the  faith  then, 
fuppofes  a  being  in  the  faith;  and  that  as  it  refpedls  ei- 
ther the  word  bi  faith,  the  grace  of  faith,  the  obedience 
of  faith,  or  the  profeflion  of  faith. 

True  ftability  in  the  faith  fuppofes,  i.  That  we  know 
the  word  of  faith,  i.  That  we  have  the  grace  of  faith. 
3.  That  we  make  a  profeflion  of  faith.  4.  That  we  yield 
the  obedience  of  faith.  X 

I.  That  we  know  the  word  of  faith,  or  tfee  doclrine  of 
faith,  or  truth  ;  for  a  man  can  never  be  ftable  in  the 
faith  which  he  is  ignorant  of.     If  ever  we  v:\ll  \^^  ^fe^ 
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blifliccl  ill  fsriiHural  principles,  we  muft  be  acquainted 
with  the  fcriptures,  the  word  of  God,  and  know  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jclus;  and  that  not  only  a  head-knowledge, 
but  a  lieart-knowled{^e,  that  it  may  be  a  heart-ellabliih- 
Hieiit  in  the  faith:  this  is  called  a  receiving  the  faith  in 
love,  or  a  rcceivinjj  the  love  of  the  truth,  2  Thef.  ii.  19. 
Kuovvled;j;e  and  ailedlicui  IJiould  grow  together;  for  thefe 
pc:)]^le  are  moil  prone  to  error,  who  gain  knowledge  of 
truth,  without  alfefition  to  it;  "  Becaufe  they  received 
not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  might  be  faved.  For 
this  caufe  God  fhall  fend  them  Itrong  delufions  that  they 
Ihould  believe  a  lye;  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who 
believe  not  the  truth  but  hadpleafure  inunrighteoufnefs." 

2.  It  fuppofcs  that  we  have  the^  grace  of  faith  ;  for, 
itability  in  the  faith,  being  an  ellablifliment  in  the  grace 
of  faith,  as  well  as  in  the  word  or  do£lrine  of  faith,  it 
mu!t  prefuppofe,  that  a  mun  has  the  grace  of  faith,  o- 
therwife  he  cannot  lit  Hill,  or  be  liable  in  it;  no  more 
than  one  can  be  fa  id  to  fit  Hill  who  has  never  fat  down: 
true  liability  then  fuppofes,  that  a  man  hath  once  been 
made  to  fit  down  and  rell  upon  Chrifl  as  his  righteouf- 
iiefs  and  itrength.  Wc  are  called,  i  Pet.  v.  9.  to  refill 
the  devil,  lledfafl;  in  the  faith;  and  that  not  only  by  a 
itcdfall  adherence  to  that  word  of  faith,  which  was  the 
weapon  Chrifb  made  ufe  of  againd  the  devil,  when  he 
quoted  fcripture  to  him,  he  refuted  him  by  fcripture ; 
and  this  fword  of  the  Spirit,   which  is  the  word  of  God, 

sis  the  weapon  by  which  v/e  arc  to  refift  every  temptation 
to  fin:  bat  alfo,  by  a  lledfafl:  acting  and  exercifiing  of  the 
grace  of  iaith,  I  mean,  true  juftifying  faith;  becaufe 
this  weapon  of  the  word  of  faith  cannot  be  ufed  but  by 
the  grace  of  faith:  for,  to  make  ufe  of  the  word  of  faith, 
without  the  grace  cf  faith,  is  to  do  no  more  than  the 
devil  and  his  inllruments  can  do,  who  will  quote  fcrip- 
ture as  well  as  we ;  but  to  wield  that  weapon  with  the 
arm  of  faith,  is  what  none  but  true  believers,  through 
grace  can  do. 

3.  It  fuppofes  that  we  make  profeffion  of  the  faith  ; 
why  fo?  Becaufe  liability  in  the  faith,  is  a  holding  fall 
the  profeffion  of  our  faith  without  wavering,  Heb.  x.  23. 
They  cannot  be  faid  to  l\o\d  {aft.  the  ijrofefSon  thereof, 
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who  never  had  a  profeffion,  and  never  made  a  prafeffion. 
Men  inay  be  prot'eflbrs,  indeed,  that  are  not  true  be- 
lievers ;  but  all  true  believers  mull  be  profeffors,  and 
ought  to  be  profeffors,  and  hold  faft  their  profeffion,  in 
the  word  times,  without  being  afliamed  of  Chrill,  or 
his  caufe  ;  as  Paul,  who  was  not  afliamed  of  th6  gofpel 
ofChrill,  though  oppofed  by  the  great,  and  wife,  and 
learned  of  his  day.     Again, 

4.  It  fuppofcs  that  we  yield  the  obedience  uf  faith ; 
of  which  we  read,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  This  is  a  praftical 
profellijn,  or  Confeflion  of  Chrift.  There  may  be  a 
verbal  profeffion  with  the  mouth,  without  a  pra£lical 
profellion  witii  the  life  ;  both  Ihould  go  together  :  we 
ought  to  confefs  Chrill  with  the  mouth,  Rom.  x.  10. 
without  being  afhamed  to  acknowledge  our  Maftex; 
and  we  ought  to  difcover  the  fmcerity  of  our  profeffion 
by  the  whole  trafit  of  ourconverfation.  This  obedience 
of  faith,  or  practical  profeffion,  is  either  aftive  or  paffive: 
a£live  profeffion  is  when  our  lives  and  manners  do  fpeak 
and  cunfefs  Chrift,  and  evidence  that  we  are  not  of  thefe 
that  profefs  to  knov/  him,  but  in  works  deny  him*.— 
A  paffive  profeffion  is,  when  we  are  ready  to  feal  with 
our  fufferings  and  blood,  what  we  profefs  with  cur 
mouths  and  adlions  :  this  is  the  profeffion  of  martyrs, 
*'  To  whom  it  is  given,  in  the  behalf  of  Chrift,  not  only 
to  believe  on  him,  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his  fake,'*  Phil, 
i.  29.  And  here  you  fee  what  is  the  obedience  of  faith, 
both  aftive  and  paffive.  Now,  true  fiabiiity  lierein, 
fuppofes  a  man's  entering  upon  this  obedience;  for, 
how  ftiall  he  be  ftable  in  it,  who  never  began  to  yiekl  \ti 
Stability  in  the  faith  then,  being  a  liability  in  the  dec- 
trine  of  faith,  in  the  grace  of  faith,  in  the  profeffion  of 
faith,  and  in  the  obedience  of  faith  ;  it  fuppofes  a  man's 
knowing  and  underftanding  tlie  faith,  which  we  t-uglit 
to  be  eftabliihed  in  ;  believing  what  lie  underftands ; 
profeffing  what  he  believes  ;  and  praclifing  what  he 
profefies :  and,  indeed,  faith  not  held  in  praClice,  will 
foon  be  denied  in  profeffion,  when  the  trial  comes. 

3rt^/jy,  The  next  particular  propofed  here  was,  What 
this  ftability  in  the  tVith  includes.  It  includes  two  things, 
r.  An  adherence  to  the  faritb,   2.  A  VierftNt.\^\\^^  Ycs^'t^* 
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!•  A  ftedfaft  adherence  to  the  faith,  to  the  word  of 
faith,  the  grace  of  faith,  the  profeflion  of  faith,  and  the 
obedience  of  faith  ;  this  adherence  to,  or  fitting  ftill 
upon  the  fure  foundation,  is  called  a  being  rooted  and 
built  up  in  Chrift,  Col.  ii.  6,  7.  It  is  not  enough  that  we 
receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  but  we  rauft  walk  in  him, 
and  be  rooted  and  built  up  in  him,  by  a  daily  improving 
of  him.  It  is  &  fixed  adherence  to  him  nolwithilanding 
all  fears,  Pfalm  cxii.  7.  '*  He  fliall  not  be  afraid  of  evU 
tidings ;  his  heart  is  fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord ;  his 
heart  is  eftablifhed,  he  fliall  not  be  afraid,  &c.'*  Not- 
withftanding  all  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  defeats  by 
them.  Though  a  believer  be  beat  down,  yet  by  faith 
he  rifes,  and  keeps  his  ground ;  *'  Rejoice  not  againft 
me,  O  mine  enemy ;  for,  though  I  fall,  I  fliall  rife," 
Micah  vii.  8.  -  He  that  kills  his  enemy  at  the  firft  blow, 
Ihovvs  himfelf  valiant ;  but  fo  does  he  alfo  fliew  a  great 
deal  of  valour,  who  being  often  knocked  down  and 
wounded,  yet  rifes  again  and  ftands  to  it.  Tho'  the  field 
be  many  times  doubtful  between  faith  and  fear,  between 
faith  and  doubting,  yet  faith  overcomes  by  adhering  to 
Chrift,  notwithftanding  difficulties  in  the  way  :  thus 
Abraham  ftaggered  not,  but  was  fixed  in  his  perfuafion  of 
the  promife,  being  nothing  moved  by  contrary  appearan- 
ces, but  againft  hope  believed  in  hope;  overlooking  both 
the  deadnefs  of  his  own  body,  and  the  deadnefs  of  Sarah's 
womb. 

2.  It  includes  conftant  perfeverance  in  the  faith;  for, 
*'  He  that  endures  to  the  end  fliall  be  faved.'*  They  that 
caft  away  their  confidence  entirely,  were  never  built  upon 
Chrift;  and  that  fay,  "  Why  fliould  I  wait  for  the  L'^rd 
any  longer?"  This  is  not  to  fit  ftill,  but  to  weary  and  with- 
draw from  Chrift.  A  true  believer  may  be  weary  of  his 
fins,  and  weary  of  his  life,  but  he  will  never  be  weary 
of  his  faith;  he  takes  up  Job's  refolution,  "  Tho'  he  flay 
me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him."  He  buys  the  t^uth,  and  will 
never  fell  it;  he  buys  it  at  at  any  rate,  and  will  fell  it  at 
po  rate  :  but  they  that  buy  truth  at  an  eafy  rate,  no  won- 
der that  they  fell  it  at  an  eafy  rate ;  he  that  buys  il  for 
the  fake  of  the  world,  will  fell  it  for  the  fake  of  the  world; 
ho  that  buys  it  tot  a  \wft.>  >«\\\.  fell  \l  for  a  luft. 
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There  are  two  things  we  are  to  adhere  to,  and  perfe- 
vere  in,  which  yet  tiie  molt  part  of  people  think  needlefs; 
and  thefe  are,  1. The prefent truth; and,  2.Theleafttruth. 

(1.)  The  prefent  truth  is  what  we  are  always  to  adhere 
to,  and  perfeyere  in,  2  Pet.  i.  12.  There  the  apoftle 
fpeaks  of  being  ellabliflied  in  the  prefent  truth.  If  a  man 
do  not  adhere  to  the  truth,  that  is  at  prefent  in  contro- 
verfy  in  his  day,  he  will  ^dliere  to  no  truth  at  all.  The 
belt  evidence  of  integrity  is  fceedom  from  the  prefent 
corruptions  of  the  times  and  place  we  live  in ;  and  ad- 
herence to  the  prefent  oppofed  truth,  fo  as  to  fwim 
againft  the  ilream  when  it  is  llrong.  Some  think,  what 
need  we  trouble  cur  heads  with  a  truth  that  is  contro- 
verted  among  great  and  learned  men  ?  Really,  Sirs, 
there  is  hardly  one  fundamental  truth  in  religion,  but 
what  has  been  controverted  by  the  devil  and  his  inftru- 
ments;  and  if  we  will  not  cleave  to  oppofed  and  contro- 
verted truth^  we  mufl;  renounce  the  truth  altogether. 
Nay,  the  more  that  Ghrift  and  his  truths  are  oppofed, 
the  more  ftiould  we  (land  firm  for  him  and  it. 

(2.)  The  lead  truth  is  what  we  are  to  adhere  to,  ^nd 
perfevere  in,  if  we  would  be  liable  in  the  faith;  be  that  , 
is  content  to  part  vwith  a  hoove»  is  content  to  part  with 
the  whole  of  religion  :  as  the  true  obeyer  has  a  refpe£k 
to  all  God's  commandments ;  fo  the  true  believer  has  a 
refpeft  to  all  his  truths.  The  leaft  truth  of  God  is  a 
beam  from  the  infinite  Ttuth ;  and  the  man  that  will  not 
adhere  to  the  leall  truth  of  Ghrift,  will  adhere  to  no 
truth  in  the  day  of  trial  for  the  truth. 

Atbly,  The  fourth  thing  here  propofed  was,  What 
thiS*  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  ?  To  this  we  reply, 
That  among  other  things,  it  excludes  thefe  eight  par- 
ticulars following. 

I.  It  excludes  a  fainting  at  the  fight  of  the  crofs, 
Prov.  ii.  10.  "  If  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfity,  thy 
flrength  is  fmall."  Sometimes  the  diftant  view  of  the 
crofs  is  more  terrible  than  when  it  is  at  hand  ;  and  fume 
have  fainted  at  the  diftant  view  of  it,  that  have  rejoiced 
at  the  prefence  of  it*  Peter  was  not  fo  near  the  crofs, 
when  only  his  Mafter  was  tried  before  the  council,  but 
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he  had  a  dillant  profped  of  it,  and  he  fainted  and  fell 
by  a  filly  maid  cliallenging  him  ;  but  when  he  came  to 
be  before  the  council  himfelf,  inftead  of  fainting,  you 
lee  wliat  boldnefs  he  had,  Ads  v.  29.  how  he  and  the 
reft  of  the  apoftles  departed  from  the  council,  rejoicing 
that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuller Ihame  forthe  name 
vi  Chrilh  The  nearer  the  crofs  cf  Chrift  is  viewed,  the 
fweeter  it  is;  and  the  nearer  we  come  to  it,  the  lighter. 
However,  this  fainting  at  the  fight  of  tlie  crofs  is  ex- 
cluded by  this  liability  :  the  more  liable,  the  lefs  faint- 
ing- 

2.  This  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  a  doubtfulnefs 
and  hefitation  about  the  truth,  that  we  Hand  up  for,  and 
adhere  to,  in  a  time  of  trial,  Rom.xv.5.  "  Let  every  man 
be  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind.*'  A  man  will  never 
firmly  adhere  to,  or  fuffer  for  that,  which  he  is  not  fully 
perfuaded  is  a  truth.  I  defy  you  to  be  a  cleanly  fufterer 
for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  in  a  day  of  Scotland's  defection, 
unlefs  you  can  fay,  that  you  are  really  perfuaded,  that 
the  covenanted  Reformation,  do6lrine,  worlhip,  difcip- 
line  and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  is  the 
work  of  God,  and  founded  on  the  word  of  God,  and  you 
have  no  doubt  in  your  heart  to  the  contrary. 

3.  This  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  a  prefumptuous 
perfuafion.  We  read  of  fome  prefumptuous  believers, 
John  ii.  23.  to  whom  Chrift  would  not  commit  hinilelf,be- 
caufe  he  knew  them  to  be  but  rotten  at  the  heart.  Ma- 
ny  have  a  faith  that  has  neither  God  for  its  Father,  nor 
the  fcriptures  for  its  mother ;  it  is  a  baftard,  that  has 
neither  true  father  nor  mother.  Chrift  will  not  commit 
himfeif  to  fuch  believers:  they  perfuade  themfelves^iat 
they  truft  in  Chrift,  but  he  k-nows  them,  that  they  can- 
not be  trufted,  and  that  they  will  not  be  trufty  to  him, 
or  his  caufe. 

4.  This  ftability  in  tjie  faith  excludes  wavering,  and 
being  tolTed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every  v;ind 
of  do6trine,  Eph.  iv.  14.  Some  will  have  one  religion 
this  year,  and  another  the  next ;  one  religion  with  this 
company,  and  another  with  that  company.  It  is  true, 
the  faith  of  believers  may  be  ftiaken  by  temptations  from 
the  devil,  and  his  \tvG.r\]L\Tv^Tix.^^  Wx^^tvtis  not  broken 
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nor  banlflied :  he  maintains  an  high  veneration  for  the 
truth  which  he  liears  brangled,  cppofed,  and  borne 
down,  and  yet  cannot  fufficiently  defend,  like  the  wo* 
man  that  faid,  *'  Though  I  cannot  difpute  for  Chrift,  yet 
*^  I  can  burn  for  him."  But  if  your  religion  changes 
with  the  wind  of  temptation,  or  turns  with  the  tide  of 
the  times,  it  is  not  worth  a  fartliing. 

5.  This  (lability  in  the  faith  excludes  doublenefs  of 
mind  and  tongue,  James  i.  8.  "  A  double-minded  man  is 
unliable  in  all  his  ways.''  Many  have  a  double  mind,  a 
double  fiice,  a  double  tongue  ;  and  when  this  double- 
nefs gets  in  among  God's  people,  it  marrs  this  liability, 
Peter  learned  a  litile  of  this  dou.blenefs  and  dillimulation, 
f :)r  which  Paul  took  him  to  taflc,  Gal.  ii.  13.  Some  are 
expert  in  this  trade  of  diffembling,  that  they  may  pleafe 
every  party;  but  their  prudence  will  be  their  plague, 
who  are  not  ftraight  and  upright  for  God,  to  the  utnioft 
of  their  power  and  knowledge :  their  policy  will  never 
he  a  cloak  for  their  perjury,  who,  upon  prudential  con- 
fulerations,  defert  the  caufe  of  Chrift. 

6.  This  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  all  Cnful  compli. 
ances  with  the  courfes  of  the  times.  To  go  further  than 
confcience  will  allow,  is  to  make  fliipwreck  of  faith,  and 
a  good  confcience,  i  Tim.  i.  19.  Carnal  reafon  fays, 
Hold  with  the  times,  comply  with  the  meafures  cf  the 
majority,  be  what  it  will ;  it  is  dangerous  to  do  other-, 
wife:  but  God  fays.  Hold  faith  and  a  good  confcience, 
and  then  you  are  fafe;  **  He  that  walks  uprightly,  walks 
fafely.'> 

7.  This  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  finful  filence, 
wh^  the  caufe  and  intereft  of  Chrift  requires  our  tefti- 
niony;  For  ZiorCs  fake  ^^Ul  I  not  bold  my  peace^  fays  the 
prophet,  Ifa.  Ixii.  1.  The  watchmen  upon  her  walls  are 
op.lered  not  to  hold  their  peace,  but  to  cry  aloud,  and  not 
fpare.  There  arc  fome  fcriptures  that  many  are  like  to 
brealc  their  necks  upon  in  our  days,  and  that  is  one  among 
the  reft,  Amos  v.  13.  "  The  prudent  Ihall  keep  filence  in 
that  time,  for  it  is  an  evil  time.''  Why  then,  fay  fome, 
in  their  praClice,  we  fhquld  not  fpeak  a  word  for  truth, 
let  truth  be  never  fo  much  oppofed ;  nor  fpeak  a  word 
againft  any  a£ks  of  Aifembly,  let  them  be  never  fo  con- 
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trary  to  fcripture  and  covenants  both.  But  God  never 
warranted  any,  according  to  their  call,  capacity,  and 
ftation,  fo  to'  keep  filence  as  not  to  fpeak  againft  the 
evils  and  errors  of  the  times :  this  were  inconfillent  to  his 
f  jlemn  orders  to  his  watchmen,  to  give  faithful  warning 
to  people,  as  they  would  not  be  guilty  of  their  blood. 
And  if  God  has  faid,  he  will  fend  a  fword  to  avenge 
the  quarrel  of  his  covenant,,  I  think,  we  particularly, 
who  preach  the  gofpel  unto  you,  would  not  be  faithful, 
if  we  did  not  warn  you  that  Scotland  is  in  danger  of 
God*s  wrath,  as  long  as  there  is  any  Handing  adls  of 
the  national  church,  contradiftory  to,  and  inconfiftent 
with  the  National  Covenant;  nor  will  ever  any  wrefted 
fcripture  be  a  fufficient  cloak  to  cover  us  from  the  guik 
of  fmful  filence.  * 

8.  This   (lability  in  the  faith  excludes  all  finful  de- 
bates  and  difputings  about  known  truths.     We  read, 
I  Tim.  iii.  5.   of  perverfe  difputings  of  men  of 'corrupt 
minds,  deftitute  of  the  truth  :  men  that  will  bring  known 
truths  to  be  matter  of  debate,  will  never  be  liable;  if  the 
truth  come  not  to  be  a  matter  beyond  debate,   and  be- 
yond difpute  with  them.     Alas  !  all  the  precious  truths 
of  God,  even  fonle  that  were  never  debated  in  our  land, 
are,  now-a-days,  become  debatable  points.    It  was  never 
"a  point  of  debate,  or  debated  in  our  reforming  times,  that 
mini^fters  were  to  be  fettled  by  the  call  and  confent  of  the 
people,  but  now  it  is  turned  to  a  debatable  point;  though 
we  have  the  ftrongeft  arguments  in  fcripture  for  it.    In 
A£ts  i.  23.  we  have  an  argument  for  it  drawn  from  the 
greater  to  the  lefs,  in  the  whole  church,  or  peoples  be- 
in^  called  to  chufe  the  apoftle,  as  far  as  was  confident 
with  his  being  immediately  chofen  of  God,  as  the  office 
required ;  for,  the  pev)ple  were  to  chufe  the  two,  out  of 
which  God  was  to  chafe  one :  and  if  they  had  fuch  an 
hand  in  the  choice  of  the  extraordinary  officer,   much 
more  ought  they  to  have  in  the  ordinary. — In  A£ts  vi.3. 
we  have  an  argument  from  the  lefs  to  the  greater,  in  the 
choofing  of  deacons;  as  the  highefl  officers,  the  apoftles, 
were  not  chofen  of  God,  without  the  people,  in  the  for- 
mer example  ;    fo  here  the  lowed  officer  could  not  be 
chofen  by  the  apoMes  themfelves,  but  by  the  people ; 
though  one  might  tla\tvkV\v^a^^^^%^^^^^'^^^\iiA^^ 
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and  if  the  people  rauft  chufe  thefe  that  take  care  of  their 
alms  or  charity,  much  more  concern  have  they  in  choof- 
ing  fuch  as  take  care  of  their  fouls. — In  Adts  xiv.  ^j^*  ^^ 
have  a  plain  argument  from  the  example,  the  apoftles 
ordained  prejhyters  by  ^\^t  fuffragc  of  tbe  people^  as  it  is 
well  known   the  word  xa^ormvAfru^  fignifies  *. — And 
James  ii.  from  the  beginning,  we  have  thefe  arguments 
confirmed  by  the  apollle,  difcharging  all  refpedt,  in  fpi- 
ritual  matters,  to  the  rich  man  with  the  gold  ring  and  the 
gay  clothing;  intinjating,  that  no  temporal  wealth  or  he- 
ritage can  intitle  them  to  any  fpiritual  privilege,  no  more 
than  an  earthly  eftate  can  intitle  a  man  to  heaven ;  and 
confequently,  no  heritor  of  this  earth,  as  fuch,  has  any 
right  above  others  to  chufe  paftors  to  any  congregation, 
ft'hich  is  a  fpiritual  privilege  relating  to  immortal  fouls; 
minifters  themfelves  have  no  title  to  be  lords  over  the 
confciences  of  i^en,   far  lefs  have  they  power,  by  any 
a£t  whatfoever,  to  make  temporal  heritors,  or  earthly 
Tuperiors,  lords  over  God's  heritage.    But  for  as  clear  as 
this  is  in  fcripture,  and  though  it  be  one  of  the  covenan- 
ted  principles,  yet  it  is  turned  now  to  a  debatable  pointf. 
Again,  it  is  now  turned  a  debatable  qiieliion,  whe- 
ther Chrift  be  the  fuprcme  God,  the  moft  high  God,  tho* 
yet  in  fcripture  all  the  great  names  of  God,  all  the  glo- 
rious attributes  of  God,  all  the  wonderful  works  of  God, 
and  all  the  worfhip  due  only  to  God  be  afcribed  to  him  %. 
It  is  now  a  debatable  point,   whether  there  be  any  ne- 
ceffity  for  divine  fupernatural  revelation ;   whether  the 
light  of  nature  be  not  fufEcient,  without  the  fcripture, 

*  The  word  XufT^^iou^TU*  *»n  our  verfion,  is  but  half-tranflatcd;  and 
made  to  run  thus ;  "  And  when  they  had  ordained  them  elders  in  every 
church.'*  But  according  to  Erafmus,  who  renders  it  Cum  suffragiis  creas- 
«ENT,  and  Beza,  Pafor,  &c.  who  have  it,  Per  suffragia  creassent,  it 
ihould  run  thus,  *•  When  they  had,  by  Suffrages,  appointed  to  them  e^ers 
in  every  church.**  All  the  old  Engllfh  Tranflations  have  it  fo ;  and  it  was  re- 
tained by  our  laft  tranflators,  until  the  verlion  was  committed  by  K.  James, 
to  fome  of  the  Englilh  bifhops  to  be  revifcd,  who  vitiate  this,  as  well  as  thirteen 
other  paffages  of  the  New  Telbment,  to  make  them  favour  the  Church  of 
England.  The  word  here  is  not  Xci^otfgo-/^,  which  (ignfies  the  aftionof  minifters 
in  ordaining;  but  it  is  Xf«p«royMS,  which  is  expreflivc  of  the  peoples  aft  in 
ele^ing  paSors,  by  elevation,  or  lifting  up  the  hand,  as  was  the  cuAom  at  that 
time.     In  this  fenfe  the  apoflle  ufes  it,  2  Cor.  viii.  1 9. 

\  Tlys   reafonlno   has  a  peculiar  refpe<ft  to  the  AcSl  of  Parliament,   17 10, 
refloring   Pacronage,    and  the  Ad  of  Affembly,  1732,    in  veiling  heritors  and 
elders  with  the  power  of  eledion  of  minifters.    Sec  above,  p.  298.  310.  ^51* 
J  Alluding  to  the  Frocefs  conccrniiiB  fio^i&jiiot  ^\ssv^W^  Xsttsi^'^  ^5»i^^  ^-sj^'^^ 
•  Vol.  II.  p.  466.  Vol  IV.  p.  X44. 
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to  falvation  ^". — In  a  word,  the  greatcft  points  in  religion 
are  turned  debatable  points,  and  among  the  reft,  whe- 
ther our  national  covenants  be  binding  upon  us  f . 

Well,  I  fay,  ftability  in  the  faith  excludes  all  finfal 
debating  about  known  truths  ;  and  when  matters  of  faith 
are  turned  to  debatable  quedions,  it  is  a  clear  deraon- 
ftration  of  the  inflability  of  the  times.  If  we  would  fit 
ftill,  and  be  ilable  Chriftians,  we  are  to  lay  up  known 
truths  in  our  bofoms,  as  matters  beyond  debate ;  the 
debating  of  known  truths  is  a  fin  as  pernicious  as  com- 
mitting of  known  fins,  and  omitting  of  known,  duty,  or 
neglefting  of  known  commands. — Thus  we  fee  what 
this  ftability  in  the  faith  includes.  The  mentioning  of 
tliefe  things  plainly  fliow,  that  it  is  our  llrength  to  fit 
ftill,  and  to  be  fl:able  and  fixed  in  the  faith  :  there  h 
little  fafety  where  there  is  little  fl:ability. 

Sthly^  The  next  thing  propofed  upon  this  head  was, 
What  this  fl:ability  in  the  faith  infers.  And  I  Ihall 
confider  this  queftion,  i.  With  refpeft  to  the  objett. 
2.  With  reference  to  the  exercife  of  this  liability  .in 
the  faith.  The  firfl  queftion  will  relate  to  what  we  are 
to  be  ftable  in,  when  (table  in  the  faith?  And  the  fecond 
to  this,  How  we  fliould  be  eftabliflied  ? 

[r.]  What  this  ftability  infers,  with  reference  to  the 
objefit  ?  And  here  we  fliall  enumerate  the  following  ten 
particulars  on  this  point. 

I.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  with  reference  to  the 
objeft,  wherein  we  are  to  be  ftable,  and  ftability  in  refpecl 
of  our  principles:  and  hence  we  are  called  to  hold  faith 

*  AHout  t]:is  time  the  principhs  of  infiddlty  were.grcatlr  'jpon  the  increafe; 
und  fcvcral  of  the  yoiiiu',er  cltfijiy  hnt  too  jaQly  fufpei-^cd  as  favourers  oFDeijU- 
cal  tencrs.  Mr.  C:impbell,  j-rofiir  r  of  ccclefialHcal  hlftory  In  St.  A.iJrcws 
openly  publKhed  to  the  worl J  a  {\ {Icm  of  very  perniv.ious  principles;  ani 
am(-n,.[t  fthcrs,  "  That  the  laws  of  nature  are,  in  themfelvcs,  a  certain  aiid 
•'  fuiliii.-iU  vA-2  to  direct  rational  minds  lo  happinefs ;  and  that  the  obfervinij 
"  thcfc  laws  is  the  «,reat  mean  and  iiiitrumenc  of  our  real  and  lafHng  felicity." 
And  the  autlior  of  •' The  Aircmbly's  Caieuilfm  Revifed,  &c."  fans  all  the 
peculiar  docfliines  of  ChrilVianity,  and  Ihikcs  at  the  whole  fchcme  of  divine 
itvclalion,  coniainv  d  in  ilie  faid  Catechifm.  And  fo  infolent  were  fome  upon 
this  print,  tl\;!t  a  litilc  after  this,  one  Mr.  Nimmo,  iludeut  in  divinity,  in 
a  puldic  difcourfe  in  the  divinity-hall  of  Edinburgh,  made  a  blafph'emoiis  attack 
upon  ihc  \xht)]j  of  divine  revelaiion. 

\  The  perpeturJ  binding  obligation  of  thefe  covenants  have  been  aflfertcd  by 
many  writers ;  particularly  by  Mr  Shields,  in  his  Hind  let  Loofe,  p.  514,-520. 
Sdtd  ^Ir.  By  own  in  bis  Apoloe,etical  ReiatioD,  p.  227,-414, 

and 
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and  a  good  confcience,  i  Tim.  i.  19.  thefe  two  make  up 
a  right  principle,  namely,  faith  and  a  good  confcience. 
The  objeft  of  a  right  principle  is  the  truth,  which  is  the 
object  of  faith.  The  fubje£t.of  a  right  principle  is  con- 
ference, and  that  a  good  confcience,  a  fanclified  confci- 
ence;  thefe  two  muft  be  joined  together,  **  Hold  faith  and 
a  good  confcience."  Error  is  feldom  accompanied  with 
holinefs;  faith  and  confcience  go  well  together;  many 
join  them  very  profanely,  by  fwearing  by  them ;  few 
join  them  religioufly,  and  hold  them  faft  together.  The 
Spirit  fpeaks  exprefly,  that  in  the  latter  times  fome  Ihall 
depart  from  the  faith,  i  Tim.  iv.  i.  We  do  not  know 
what  is  coming  upon  us;  but  it  may  be  that  thefe  truths 
we  now  allow,  and  approve  of,  we  may  come  to  be 
aihamcd  of,  as  fome  are  at  this  day  of  our  ancient  co- 
venanted  principles. 

2.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  liability  in  refpeft  of 
the  promifes.  We  fee  David  taking  hold  of  the  promife, 
Pfal.  Ix.  6.  God  has  f poke n  in  his  holinefs y  I  'will  rejoice: 
be  fees  the  mercy,  truth,  and  holinefs  of  God  are  pledg- 
ed f)r  making  out  the  promife.  Now,  we  ought  to  be 
ffable  in  the  faith  thereof:  many  times  we  take  the  pro- 
mife, and  upon  the  firft  temptation  we  call  it  away; 
but  we  are  to  hold  the  promife  as  we  would  do  our  life, 
faying,  *'  Lord,  I  hope  in  thy  word;  Lord,  remember  the 
word  on  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  hope."  We  are 
to  expedl  good  upon  the  head  of  the  promife. 

3.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  ftability  in  refpeQ:  of 
the  relations  wherein  we  ftand  to  God,  and  He  to  us  : 
the  church  maintains  the  faith  of  this,  Song  ii.  6.  **  My 
Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his."  And  again,  Song  vii. 
TO.  ''  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  my  Beloved  is  mine." 
She  fays  it  backward  and  forward.  He  is  mine,  and  I 
am  his;  and  again,  I  am  his,  and  he  is  mine  :  and,  in- 
deed, ftability  in  the  faith  of  this,  is  requifite  when  ene- 
mies fay,  '*  Where  is  thy  God?"  And  what  claim  have 
you  to  him  more  than  others. 

4.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  ftability  in  duty,  and 
particularly  in  the  duty  of  the  times,  and  in  prefent  do- 
ty,  that  God  calls  to  in  his  prefent  difpcnfations:  as  it 
is  faid  of  the  children  of  Iffachar,  th^\  xVi^"^  VaSw  mxv- 
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der (landing  of  the  times  to  know  whatlfrael  ought  to  do, 
I  Chron.  xii.  32.  It  may  be  faid  of  many  of  us,  what 
Chrill  faid  of  the  Pharifees,  Mat.  xvi.  3.  that  they  could 
difcern  the  face  of  the  fky,  but  could  not  difcern  the  fi?;n3 
of  the  time?.  We  have  Ikill  of  many  things,  but  no  Ikill 
of  prefent  duty:  but  he  that  is  ellablifhed  in  the  know- 
ledge  of  prefent  duty,  th.^ugh  there  fli-uld  be  never  fo 
many  dangers  and  hazards  in  the  way,  he  will  venture 
up:m  duty,  and  tread  upon  the  neck  of  hazard.  See  John 
xi.  7,  8.  ••' jcfus  faid  unto  the  difciples,  Let  us  go  into 
Judea.  Again,  His  difciples  anfwered,  Mafter,  the  Jews 
of  late  f)ught  to  i'tone  thee,  and  goeft  thou  thither  again? 
Jefus  anfwered.  Are  there  not  twelve  hours  in  the  day, 
and  v/hile  a  man  walks  in  the  day  he  Humbles  not,  b3- 
caufehe  feeth  the  light."    *  I  have,  might  he  fay,  twelve 

*  hours  to  walk  in,   and  they  are  not  yet  endtrd  ;   there 

*  is  no  fear  of  hazard  till  my  day  be  done  :'  let  net 
prefent  duty  be  neglefted,  from  the  profpecl  of  hazard.' 
Danger  hath  many  times  more  bulk  in  our  eye  than 
duty;  but,  if  we  follow  Ghrift,  duty  will  be  more  bulky 
in  our,  eye  than  danger.. 

5.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers  (lability  in  our  refJution 
to  foll'>w  duty.  Thus  Joihua,  chap.  xxiv.  14,  15.  when 
he  is  dealing  with  Ifrael,  to  whom  he  had  been  a  leader, 
and  endeavouring  to  confirm  them  in  their  refolution  to 
ferve  the  Lord,  ''  Chufe  ye,  fays  he,  whether  you  will 
ferve  the  gods  on  this  fide  of  the  flood,  or  the  gods  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  flood;  but  as  for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we 
will  ferve  the  Lord."  '  Lay  your  hand  to  your  heart, 
'  mif^ht  he  fay,  and  choofe  you  whom  you  will  ferve; 
'  but  I  am  refolate,  I  will  ferve  the  Lord.*'  Such  a 
ftability  David  profefies,  ••'  I  have  fworn,  and  I  will  per- 
form, that  I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments." 

6.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  ftability  in  our  courage 
and  b^>ldnefs  to  confefs  Chrid  before  the  world,  when 
others  deny  him:  it  is  an  awful  word.  Mat.  x.  32,  33. 
J'  Wholoever  fhall  confefs  me  before  men,  him  will  I  con- 
fefs before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven;  but  whofoever 
lliall  deny  me  before  men,  him  alfo  will  I  deny  before  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven."  It  is  recorded  to  the  praife  of 
Daniel,  that  v/hexvVi^  n^^^  lQt\Addt.w  t.Q  ijray  to  God,  be 

.vs. 


the  Churches  Strength4  423 

is  not  daunted,  but  will  openly  vvorfhiphim  with  his  win- 
dows open  toward  Jerufalem,  when  a  royal  ftatute  and  de-. 
crec  was  en:iiLted,  that  wholoever  Jhould  aflc  a  petition  of 
any  <^od  or  man,  for  thirty  days,  fave  of  king  Darius,  he 
fnould  be  call  into  the  lions  den  ;  Daniel  wcrfiiipped 
God  in  all  the  folemn  circumicances  he  had  formerly 
done.  Some  mi^ht  have  thought  he  might  have  vvorlhip- 
ped  and  kept  his  window  clofe,  without  exp^fmg  him- 
ielf  by  fuch  a  circumiiance;  but  when  even  the  circum- 
iiances  of  a  tellimony  and  confeflion  tends  to  glorify 
God,  and  the  failing  even  in  circumltances  would  tend  to 
dilhonour  God,  and  gratify  the  enemy,  they  muft  be 
adhered  unto.  Hence  fay  fome,  **  He  that  cannot  be 
**  a  circumltantial  confcffor,  will  never  be  a  martyr.'' 

7.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  ftability  in  our  war  a- 
gainil  fin,  and  in  our  old  and  new  vi&ories  we  have  ob- 
tained over  our  id.-»ls  and  lulls,  that  we  lofe  not  that 
v'hich  we  have  wrought,  2  J^hn  8.  *'  Look  to  your- 
felves,  that  we  l.fe  not  that  which  we  have  gained^^^  as 
the  word  is  in  the  margin.  May  we  not  fay  many  times, 
What  we  gained  in  the  forenoon,  we  lofe  in  the  after- 
noon ;  what  vidtory  over  fin  we  have  gained  in  the  e- 
vening,  .we  have  loll  in  the  morning;  or,  what  we  have 
gained  in  the  morning,  we  lofe  in  the  evening.  Per- 
haps you  have  got  fome  ground  upon  your  worldly- 
mindednefs,  fome  time  ago;  feme  ground  upon  your 
paffion,  fome  ground  upon  your  lulls  ;  but,  alas!  now, 
all  is  gone..  What  need  have  we  to  look  to  ourfelves 
that  we  be  liable  in  our  war  againll  corruption,  lledfafl 
in  maintaining  what  victories  we  have  got  over  our 
lulls! 

8.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  {lability  in  our  fpiritu- 
al  frame,  as  far  as  poflible.  It  is  true,  this  is  the  moft 
changeable  thing  in  the' world;  who  canfpcakof  a  com- 
munion-frame continuing  eight  days  ?  yea,  or  eight 
hours  ?  It  is  a  very  rare  thing  ;  yet  this  ought  to  be 
ftudied,  and  means  of  maintaning  a  fpiritual  frame  fol- 
lowed, particularly  in  the  intervals  of  duty  ;  not  only 
by  fpiritual  converfation,  but  alfo  fpiritual  ejaculations 
tov;ards  heaven;  Fray  ivitbout  ceajingy  fays  the  apoflle: 
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that  is,  according  to  fome,  endeavour  ftill  to  maintain  a 
praying  frame. 

9.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  {lability  in  fpiritual 
experience  and  experimental  knowledge.  This  helps  to 
courage,  in  unftable  and  dangerous  times.  Paul,  fpeak- 
ing  of  his  fLiflFerings,  fays,  "  Neverthelefs  I  am  not  a- 
Ihamed;  for  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed:  and  Iain 
perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  com- 
mitted unto  him,"  2  Tim',  i.  12.  *  I  know  what  dealings 
'  1  have  had  with  him,  and  what  affairs  I  have  commit- 

*  ted  to  his  trull;  'I  know  what  meetings  I  have  had  with 

*  him,  may  a  believer  Aiy,  what  Bethel-vifits  I  have  had 

*  from  him,  and  what  Peniel-views  I  have  had  of  hira.* 
Trying  times  may  fliake  your  experiences,  and  death 
will  try  them,  and  perhaps  bring  down  twenty  of  them 
to  one  or  two:  we  need  to  be  liable  and  well  ellabliflied 
therein. 

10.  Stability  in  the  faith  infers,  ftability  in  all  the  0- 
tber  graces  of  the  Spirit.  It  infers  (lability  in  our  love 
and  afFcdlion  to  Chrift,  and  his  truth.  The  church  cf 
Ephefus  is  reproved  becaufe  flie  fell  from  her  firft  love, 
Rev.  ii.  4.  O!  where  is  that  love  that  once  you  had  to 
Chriil  and  his  way  ?  But  were  we  fledfall  in  the  faith, 
we  would  be  fledfafl:  in  our  affections  to  Chrift  and  his 
caufe. — It  infers  liability  in  our  joy,  fo  as  to  rejoice  in 
Chrift  Jefus;  ''  Tho'the  fig-tree  ihould  not  blofiam,  yet 
will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord :  I  will  be  glad  in  the  God  of 
my  falvation."  It  infers  ftability  in  our  hojjg;  *'  Conti- 
nuing in  the  faith,  grounded  and  fettled,  fo  as  not  to  be 
moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  gofpel,''  Col.  i.  23. 
What  the  anchor  is  to  the  fliip,  that  is  hope  to  the  foul, 
"  Entering  within  the  vail,  and  having  refpe£l  to  the  re- 
compence  of  reward,"  with  Mofes;  living  in  expedtatioa 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan;  and  in  this  view  preferring  a 
fliare  with  the  fuffering  Ifraelites  before  all  the  riches  of 
Egypt. — It  infers  ftability  in  our  zeal;  many  are  like 
Gallio,  who  care  for  none  of  thefe  things,  whether  God 
or  Baal  prevail;  whether  Dagon  or  the  ark  be  fet  up: 
whatever  religion  is  in  vogue  they  fet  up  for,  being  like 
Reuben,  Unjtabk  as  M^ater^  and  cannot  excel;  but  fiahi- 
lity  in  our  2ea\  £01  God^  i^i^  l\U  intereft^  is  duty  at  all 
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times,  efpecially  in  times  of  greatell  hazard,  though  it 
ihould  coll  us  the  lofs  of  our  lives  as  well  as  our  liveli- 
hood: it  will  be  gain  at  laft.— Thus  much  of  the  objeft 
of  our  Itabilitj^  or  what  we  are  to  be  eftablilhed  in. 

[2.3  What  this  liability  infers,  with  reference  to  tlie 
exercife  of  this  liability,  or  the  duty  of  ftedfaftnefs. 

1.  This  duty  of  liability  infers  and  carries  along  with 
it  grace  in  the  heart,  as  the  predominant  fettler  and  ella- 
bliiher  of  the  foul,  Heb.  xiii.  9.  "  It  is  a  good  thing  to 
have  the  heart  ellabliflied  with  grace.'*  Grace  mull  be 
predominant  in  that  exercife,  in  fettling  the  heart  in  the 
day  of  trouble  and  temptation.  Where  there  is  little 
grace,  there  is  much  ebbing  and  flowing  in  religion. 

2.  This  duty  of  liability  infers  an  immoveable  motion, 
a  conflant  moving,  yet  always  immoveable,  i  Cor.  xv. 
58.  ''Be  lledfafl  and  immoveable,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord:*'  the  word  fignifies  ever  moving, 
and  y^X.  never  moving;  that  is,  ev^er  moving  within  the 
circle  of  duty  that  God  has  call  for  him,  but  never  mov- 
ing over  God'§  bounds. 

3.  This  "duty  of  liability  infers,  a  continual  watchful- 
nefs;  '*  Watch  ye,  Hand  fall  in  the  faith.  Let  him  that 
thinks  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall."  We  ought 
to  watch  unto  prayer;  and  watch  unto  the  prafilice  of 
known  truth;  every  ifrelh  difcovery  of  truth  quickening 
to  the  frelh  praftice  of  it:  we  ought  to  watch  againft  fin, 
and  particularly  againft  the  fin  of  a  backfliding  time, 
'wherein  perjury  is  varnifhed  over  with  the  name  of 
prudence.     See  Ifa.  li.  20,  21. 

4.  This  duty  of  flability  infers  and  carries  with  it, 
daily  renewed  adlings  of  faith  upon  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift, 
1  Pet.  ii.  4.  "  To  whom  coming,  as  to  a  living  Hone;  yc 
alfo  as  living  ftones  are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe."  It 
is  a  new  coming  to  Chrift  that  is  there  fpoken  of?  the 
ftable  Chriftian  every  day  faftens  new  grips,  and  takes 
fafter  hold  of  Chrift,  left  the  former  grip  and  former 
hold  Ihould  flip. 

.  J.  This  flability  infers,  a  daily  fucking  in  the  fap  of 
the  fcriptures,  in  order  to  fpiritual  growth  and  fpiritual 
ftrength,  i  Pet.  ii.  3.  "  As  new-born  babes,  defire  the 
fincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  m^.Y  ^to^  ^^\^x^^  T 
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The  fteady  Chrifiian  will  be  daily  gathering  a  ftockof 
Ibriptures,  and  a  treafure  of  truths  int.i  his  bi»foni,  that 
when  the  devil  lets  his  cannon  of  temptation  againft  him, 
he  may  be  ready  t^)  bring  out  a  cannon  of  Ibripture- quo- 
tations out  of  his  bofom,  as  Chrill  himfelf  did,  Matth. 
iv.  3, — n.  and  thereby  defeat  the  devil,  and  difcomfit 
the  llrong  man. 

6.  Tiiis  duty  of  ftabiiity  infers,  a  patient  waiting  for 
the  appointed  time  of  the  promife  being  accomplifhed; 
Hab.  li.  3.  ''  The  vifi  >n  is  for  an  appointed  time;  but  at 
the  end  it  Ihall  I'peak  and  not  lye:  tho'  it  tarry^  wait  for 
it,  bjcuufc  it  will  f;irely  come."  The  Lord  many  times 
referves  fonie  precious  word  of  promife  to  be  made  out  to 
his  friends,  v/hen  they  come  to  fome  fad  hour  of  trial  and 
temptation;  -'  BecAufe  tn:)u  hall  kept  the  word  of  ray 
patience,  1  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation/' 
Rev.  iii.  10.  Until  the  dark  hour  come,  perhaps  he  will 
not  ?iv.)\v  himlelf.  God  promifes  to  deliver  Ifrael  out  of 
Egypt,  Exod.  iii.  8. ;  but,  beheld  the  Lord  keeps  the 
out-making  of  the  promife  to  a  Red-fea,  and  there  he 
lets  it  dr«.'p  into  their  cup:  ''  The  Egyptians  whom  yoa 
have  feen  to-day,  you  Ihall  fee  them  again  no  more  for 
fever,"  Ex  d.  xiv.  13.  Think  not  llrange,  if  fome  fweet 
prjmifc  be  referved  to  a  Red-fea  that  is  before  you:  If- 
rael had  never  known  the  fweetnefs  of  the  promife,  if  a 
Red-fea  had  n:>t  m^de  it  out.  God  has  wonderful  ways 
of  making  out  his  word  thro*  fire  and  water. 

7.  This  duty  of  flability  infers,  a  continual  warfare, 
and  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith,  putting  on,  and  keep- 
ing on,  the  fpiritual  armour,  Eph.  vi.  11,  12.  "  And  a- 
bove  all,  taking  the  fliield  of  faith,  whereby  we  quench 
all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked."  When  the  devil  is 
like  to  fet  all  the  houfe  in  a  flame  with  his  fiery  darts, 
we  are  as  fall  to  bring  water  from  the  word  of  God,  and 
thnvv  it  upon  the  fire  to  quench  it.  Yea,  not  only  has 
faith  the  waters  of  the  fancluary  to  caft  upon  the  flames, 
but  alfo  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  the  blood  of  Chrift,  to 
extinguifli  the  fire;  '^  We  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb."  Why,  the  believer  can  go,  where  the  tempter 
pannot  approach,  and  that  is  to  the  holieft  by  the  blood 
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of  Jefus;  or  to  God,  thro'  Jefus  Ghrift,  to  bring  ftrength 
from  (HI  high. 

8.  Thij  duty  of  ftability  in  the  faith  infers,  a  living 
upon  the  things  unfeen,  till  we  get  the  things  that  do  ap- 
pear ;  ''  We  look  not  at  the  things  that  are  feen,  but  at 
the  things  that  are  not  feen;  for  the  things  that  are  ittn 
are  temporal,  but  the  things  that  are  not  feen  are  eternal," 
2  Cor.  IV,  18.  How  did  Mjfes  bear  up,  when  he  chofed 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God?  Why,  he  endured  as 
feeing  him  who  is  invifible,  fleb.  xi.  27.  Vifible  things  , 
bulk  niJid  with  usbut'theyare  the  moftchangeable things; 
therefore,  tney  are  bell  off  in  trying  times, ,  amidil  all 
outv/ard  changes,  who  look  moft  to  the  things  that  are 
not  feen,  and  which  are  eternal  and  unchangeable. 

7.  This  duty  of  liability*  infers,  efpecially  in  perilous 
times,  a  taking  up  the  crofs,  and  yet  leaving  the  weight  of 
it  upon  Chrift.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  like  the  yoke  of 
Chrill,  of  which  he  fays,  "  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  bur- 
den is  light,"  Mat.  xi.  30.  We  are  not  to  take  it  up, 
in  order  to  bear  the  weight  and  burden  of  it,  but  only  to 
take  it  up,  and  lay  the  weight  of  it  upcm  Chrift  himfelf, 
wh  )  fo  orders  us,  faying,  "  Gaft  thy  burden  on  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  fuitain  thee,"  Pfal.  Iv.  22..  Our  Lord  never 
requires  us,  to  lift  a  burden,  but  with  a  defign  we  fliould 
lay  it  upon  his  own  flioulders,  who  is  the  chief  burden - 
bearer.  When  he  calls  us  to  a  warfare,  it  is  upon  his  own 
charges;  therefore,  if  we  have  any  faith,  we  need  not  be  ^ 
afraid  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  it  is  rather  matter  of  joy  ; 
*'  Count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temptations,^' 
Jam.  i.  2.  It  is  matter  of  gloriation;  "  God  forbid  that 
we  fliould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
Gal.  vi.  14.  We  glory  in  tribulations,,  knowing  that 
tribulation  worketh  patience  ;  and  patience,  experience; 
and  experience,  hope,"  Rom.  v.  3. 

10.  This  duty  of  ftability.  in  the  faith,  in  perilous 
times,  infers  a  continuance  in  the  faith  in  times  of  trouble; 
Jf  ye  continue  in  my  naord^  fays  Chrift,  then  cure  ye  my  dif- 
ciples  indeed ;  and  ye  Jl^all  know  the  truths  and  the  >truib 
Jhall  make  you  free^  John  viii,'3i,  32,  Who  will  be  the 
irct^  man  in  trying  times  I  •  Even  the  ftridleft  man, 
who  continues  moft  firmly  in  the  faitli.   There  isaC^wx^* 
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fold  work  of  faith  in  this  continuing  cxercife  of  it  in  a 
day  of  trouble. 

(i.)  It  is  the  work  of  eftabliflied  faith  to  take  a  new 
fealt  upon  an  old  experience.  The  man  comes  fometimes 
to  a  wildernefs  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  gotten  but 
hunger  and  want,  and  then  fits  down  and  fearches  around 
to  find  famething  to  fupport  him,  and  prefentjy  recoUeSs 
what  he  has  formerly  enjoyed,  and  fo  falls  upon  a  five  or 
fix-year-old  experience,  a  twenty  or  thirty-year-old  ex- 
perience, and  takes  a  feall  upon  it,  faying,  *  For  all  that 

*  is  come  and  gone,   '*  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the 

*  right-hand  of  the  Mod  High:   I  will  remember  thee 

*  from  the  land  of  Jordan,   and  from  the  hill  Mizar.    I 

*  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord;  furely  I  willre- 
*^ member  thy  wonders  of  old,*'  Pfal.  xlii.  6.  Ixxvii.  ir. 
It  is  the  work  of  faith,  in  the  day  of  trouble,  to  take 
a  new  meal  upon  an  old  promife,  as  Jacob  did.  Gen. 
xxxii.  12.  **  Thou  faidll,  I  will  furely  do  thee  good:" 
and  now,  '-^  Remember  the  word  on  which  thou  caufedil 
me  to  hope.'* 

(2.)  It  is  the  work  of  eftabliflied  faith,  in  times  of 
trouble,  to  fit  down  upon  the  hill  of  difficulties  and  ftraits, 
and  ling  that  pleafant  fong,  **  Tho'  the  fig-tree  Ihould  not 
bloffora,  nor  fruit  be  found  in  the  vine,  ^c. ;  yet  will  I 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  be  glad  in  the  God  of  my  falva- 
tion.  Tho'  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God;"  tho'  my  heart 
be  not  fo  with  God  as  I  could  wifli,  "  yet  he  hath  made 
with  me  an  everlaftingcovenant,well  ordered  in  all  things 
and  fure;  and  this  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire." 

(3.)  It  is  the  work  of  eftabliflied  faith,  in  a  day  of  trou- 
ble and  hiding,  fometimes  to  make  ufe  of  fome  common 
relations  to  God  as  an  argument  for  faith,  till  it  get  a  more 
fpecial  relation  to  feed  upon  ;  Pfalm  cxix.  73,  *^  Thy 
hands  have  made  and  faftiioned  me;  givje  me  underftand- 
ing  that  I  may  learn  thy  commandments.  Thy  hands 
have  made  and  fafliioned  met"  well,  may  not  any  repro- 
bate wretch  in  the  world  fay  the  fame  thing?  True;  but 
they  cannot  make  fuch  an  argument  of  it, "  Give  me  un- 
derftanding  that  I  may  learn  thy  commandments." — 
Pfal.  xxii.  9,  10.  "  Thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the 
'womb  r^  well,  what  oi  xiviX  \  k  fellows  in  the  next  verfe. 
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*'  Thou  art  my  God  -from  my  mother's  belly.*' — Faith 
can  take  an  argument  from  a  general  relation,  till  it  get 
a  more  fpecial  relation  to  plead  upon. 

(4.)  It  is  the  work  of  faith  to  draw  encouragements 
from  difcouragements  :  What  more  difcouraging  than 
to  be  called  a  dog?  Matth.  xv.  27.  yet  the  poor  woman 
draws  encouragements  out  of  it:  **  Truth,  Lord;  yet 
the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  their  mafter's 
table."  Hezekiah  draws  encouragement  even  from 
oppreliion;  Ifa.  xxxviii.  14.  **  O  Lord,  I  am  opprefTed, 
undertake  for  me.''  David  draws  encouragement  from 
the  greateJl  of  his  fins,  Pfalm  xxv.  2.  **  For  thy  name's. 
fake  pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  great."  He  draws 
an  argument  from  his  weaknefs,  Pfalm  vi-  2.  **  Have 
niercy  upon  me,  for  I  ant  weak."  And  fometimes  from 
his  poverty  and  neceffity,  Pfalm  xl.  17.  "  I  am  poor 
and  needy,  yet  the  Lord  thinks  upon  me."  Eftablilhed 
faith  will,  from  guilt,  draw  an  argument  for  pardon ; 
from  pollution,  an  argument  for  purification;  from  fick- 
nefs,  an  argument  for  healing,  &c. 

(5.)  It  is  the  work  of  eftablifhed  faith,  to  difpute  and 
deny  the  conclufians  of  unbelief,  Pfalm  Ixxxvii.  7,  8, 9. 
The  conclufions  of  unbelief  are^  *'  The  Lord  will  call  off; 
the  Lord  will  be  favourable  no  more;  his  mercy  is  clean 
gone;  his  promife  fails;  he  has  forgotten  to  be  gracious; 
he  has  in  anj^er  Ihut  up  his  tender  mercy  :'*  but  faith  firft 
difputes  thefe  conclufions, faying,"  Will  the  Lord  caft  off 
for  ever. '^  will  he  be  favourable  no  more?  is  his  mercy  clean 
gone?  doth  his  promife  fail  forever-more?  has  be  forgotten 
to  be  gracious  ?  has  be  in  anger  ihut  up  his  tender  mercy?" 
It  calls  thefe  conclufions  into  debate,  difputing  and  quef. 
tioning  them,  and  then  denies  them  in  the  following  vetk : 
*'  I  faid,  this  is  my  infirmity;  I  will  remember  the  years 
of  the  right-hand  of  the  Moft  Hfgh;  I  will  remember  the 
worksjof  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  of  old."  And  when- 
ever faith  comes  to  deny  the  conclufion  of  unbelief,  then 
it  is  at  the  head  of  the  mount,  as  it  were,  at  the  top  of 
the  hill,  and  a  fong  of  triumph  in  its  mouth :  "  I  will 
remember  the  years  of  the  right-hand  of  the  Moft  High, 
and  his  works  and  wonders  of  old." 

(6.)  It  is  the  work  of  eftabliftied  (^\ti\^  vtv  ^  ^v^  A 


430  Stability  in  the  Faitb^     '  .  Ser.  LXXXV. 

the  trial  of  faith,  to  recover  and  reflore  the  foul,  when 
temptation  has  thrown  it  djwn  into  the  mire.  David 
fell  before  the  temptation  that  was  drawn  from  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  wicked^  and  adverfity  of  the  godly,  Plalm 
Ixx.  and  fays,  verfe  13.  ''  Verily  I  have  cleanfed  my 
heart  in  vain,  and  waflied  my  hands  in  innocency ;  for 
I  am  plagued  all  day  long."  Well,  but  whenever  he 
went  to  the  fanflaary  of  God  by  faith,  then  he  recovers 
himfelf,  and  fays,  ''  ^o  fjulilh  was  1  and  ignorant ;  I  was 
as  a  beall  before  thee  :  neverthelefs,  1  am  continually 
with  thee:  thou  holdell  me  by  my  right-hand  ;  thou  wilt 
guide  me  by  thy  counfel,  and  afterwards  receive  me  into 
thy  glory.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there 
is  none  in  the  earth  that  1  defire  befides  thee.  My  flelh 
and  my  heart  faileth,  but  G-d  is  the  ftrength  of  mv 
heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever." — Thus  we  fee  what 
this  ftability  in  the  faith  infers  and  carries  along  with  it. 
I  now  proceed  to  the  next  general  head, 

IIL  To  Ihew  that  this  ftability  and  eftablifliment  in 
the  faith,  is  pe  jples  ftrength  and  fafety  in  perilous  times. 
For  opening  this  head,  I  fliall  confider,  i.  The  evil  and 
difad vantage  of  Inftability.  2.  The  good  and  advantage 
of  Stability  in  the  faiih. 

i//,  The  evil  and  difadvantage  of  Inftability  and 
and  unftedfaftnefs  appears  in  thefe  particulars. 

1.  Inftability  in  the  faith  is  hateful  to  God,  who  fays, 
*'  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  f -rul  fliall  have  no  pleafure 
in  him,"  Heb.  x.  38.  It  provokes  God  to  rejedt  people, 
and  to  fpew  them  out  of  his  mouth.  And  why  fo  ? 
Becaufe, 

2.  Inftability  in  the  faith  is  a  greatly  aggravated  fin : 
it  is  a  fin  againft  knowledge;  and  the  fervant  tvho  knows 
his  mafter's  will,  and  does  it  not,  is  to  be  beaten  with 
double  ftripes.  It  is  a  fin  againft  profeffion  and  engage- 
anents,  whether  national  or  perfonal,  in  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  fupper.    It  is  a  fin  againft  great  love  and  mercy. 

3.  Inftability  in  the  faith  has  fearful  idolatry  wrapt 
up  in  it.  When,  by  unbelief,  we  depart  from  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  we  turn  to  earthen  cifterns,. 
il^hich  can  hold  no  waVet* 
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4.  InRability  in  the  faith  is  the  greateft  reproach  ; 
it  is  a  leaving  of  God,  even  after  experience:  few  have 
a  proleilion  of  faith,  but  have  tailed  fomething  t)f  the 
fweetnefs  of  God's  ways  ;  and  now,  to  prefer  fin  and 
lulls,  what  a  reproach  is  caft  upon  God  ? 

5.  Inttability  in  the  faith  is'worfe  than  profanenefs,. 
2  Pet.  ii.  21,  22.  ''  It  had  been  better  for  thera,  not  to 
have  known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  than  after  they 
have  known  it,  to  turn  from  the  holy  cominandnient.'' 
Inilability  being  the  porch  ofapltacy,  where  this  is  total, 
it  is  worie  than  profanity ;  for  it  is  a  greater  fin  to  re- 
nounce Chriit,  than  to  refufe  him. 

6.  inllability  -provokes  God  to  write  a  bill  of  divorce 
againll  a  people  ;  it  is  a  fin  that  feparates  between  God 
and  them  :  it  is  juft  with  God  to  cafl:  them  oft*,  when 
they  caft  him  off*.  And,  wo  to  a  people  when  God 
departs  from  them. 

2^/j,  The  next  thing  was  to  fpeak  of  the  good  and 
advantage  of  Stability  and  eftablifliment  in  the  faith  : 
and  therein  it  will  appear,  that  it  is  a  church  or  people's 
ftrength  to  fit  ftill,  and  abide  in  the  faith.  The  advan- 
tage of  ftability  in  the  faith  may  appear  in  the  following 
particulars. 

1.  Eftablifliment  in  the  faith  puts  a  man  in  capacity 
to  aft  for  God,  Ifa.  xi.  31.*'  They  that  wait  on  the  Lord, 
ftiall  renew  their Itrength."  And  again, ''They  that  know 
their  God,  ftiall  be  ftrong'  and  do  exploits,"  Dan.  xi.  32, 
They  have  ftrength  to  do  forChrifl:  if  we  abide  inChrift, 
by  faith  then  we  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  praife  of  God. 

2.  Stability  in  the  faith  puts  a  man  in  cafe  to  fufter  for 
Chrift,  and  to  continue  with  him  in  his  temptation ;  and 
thereby  the  Chriilian  is  made  fure  of  Chrill's  legacy  ; 
*'  Ye  are  they  who  have  continued  with-me  in  my  tempta- 
tions, and  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom."  This  legacy  is 
fecured  by  the  death  of  the  Tellator,  Luke  xxii.  28.  The 
men  of  the  world  think  they  have  a  poor  bargain,  who 
venture  all  for  Chrift;  but  let  me  fee  where  there  is  luch 
a  noble  bargain,  and  fo  up-making  for  time  and  eternity. 

3.  Stability  in  the  faith  puts  a  man  in  cafe  to  die  for 
Chrift,  if  he  be  called  to  it,  Afts  xxii.  13.  *'  What  mean 
ye  to  weep,  and  break  mii]e  heart?  I  am  content  not  onl^ 
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to  be  bound,  but  even  to  die  at  Jerufaleni  for  the  name 
of  Jefus."  His  friends  were  weeping  becaufe  he  was 
going  up  to  Jerufalem,  where  bonds  and  imprifonments 
were  abiding  him;  but  fays  he,  *'  I  am  content  not  only 
to  be  bound,  but  to  die  at  Jerufalem  for  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus:"  I  value  my  life  as  well  as  you  do  ;  but 
when  my  life,  and  the  Lord  of  life  comes  in  competition, 
my  life  fliall  go,  tho'  I  had  a  thoufanAlives. 

4.  Stability  in  the  faith  puts  a  man  in  cafe  to  defeat 
the  devil;  for,  by  faith,  we  quench  his  fiery  darts,  and 
refift  him  ftedfaftly  in  the  faith.  Satan  fought  to  winnow 
Peter,  but  Ghrill  prayed  for  him,  and  that  his  faith  might 
not  fail.  This  fays,  the  devil  has  a  fieve  wherein  he  fifts 
and  winnows,  and  winnows  both  minillers  and  people  : 
and  we  may  well  affirm,  that  Satan  has  the  miniUers  and 
Chriilians  of  Scotland  now  in  a  fieve,  and  he  is  fifting  and 
riddling  them:  and  it  is  like,  more  chaflF  than  good  corn 
will  be  found  among  us:  but  as  for  thefe  that  are  ftable 
in  the  faith,  Satan  lofes  his  pains  and  his  profit  with 
them;  for,  they  will  be  able  to  overcome,  by  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  and  the  word  of  their  tellimony. 

5.  Stability  in  the  faith  makes  a  man  reach  the  defign 
both  of  the  word  and  rod:  it  is  the  end  of  both  to  efta- 
blifti  us  in  the  faith  ;  wherefore  comes  the  word  to  us» 
but  that  we  may  believe  and  be  firong  in  the  faith  ? 
Wherefore  conies  the  rod,  but  that  by  the  trial  of  faith 
it  may  be  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  ?  So  that  upon 
on  a  man  that  is  eftabliflied  in  the  faith,  both  word 
and  rod  have  got  their  errand ;  none  of  them  are  in 
vain. 

6.  Stability  in  the  faith  is  an  honourable  duty  and  ex- 
crcife;  for,  faith  is  the  crown,  and  ftedfaftnefs  therein  is 
a  keeping  of  the  crown.  Rev.  iii.  11.  "  Behold,  I  come 
quickly;  hold  fad  what  thou  haft,  that  no  man  take  thy 
crown:"  and  he  lays  no  other  burden  upon  us  but  this, 
''  Hold  faft  till  I  come,"  Rev.  ii.  24,  25. 

7 .  Stability  in  the  faith  proves  a  man  to  be  a  true  dif- 
ciple,  John  viii.31,32.  "  If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then 
^re  ye  my  difciples;  and  ye  fliall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  fliall  make  you  free."  Men  may  reckon  themfelves 
free  by  human  laws  and  aQ.s^  tho'  yet  they  abide  not  in 
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the  truth;   but  they  that  know  the  truth,   and  abide  in 
it,  are  free  by  an  a6l  of  the  court  of  heaven. 

8.  Stability  in  the  faith  influences  our  growth  in  every 
grace;  we  will  never  add  grace  to  grace,  experience  to 
experience,  and  faith  to  faith,  unlefs  we  be  liable  in  the 
faith;  ''  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  fliining  light,  that 
ihineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."  When 
we  are  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  then  we  are  always  a« 
bounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Except  we  ply  the 
oars  clofe,  we  will  go  down  the  ftream. 

9.  Stability  in  the  faith  evidences finc^rity  and  upright- 
nefs  of  heart,  even  as  inftability  evidences  hypocrif}^ 
Pfal.  xxvii.  37.  *'  Their  heart  was  not  right  with  God, 
neither  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant.''  Their  un- 
lledfaftnefs  difcovered  that  their  heart  was  not  right  * 
with  God.  Now,  if  you  be  fteady  and  liable  in  the  faith, 
it  will  difcover  that  your  heart  was  right  with  God,  and 
that  is  the  great  matter. 

10.  Stability  in  the  faith  makes  a  man  ufeful  in  his 
generation;  thwaj^h  he  were  alone,  yet  he  is  ufeful,  as 
Noah,  of  whom  God  fays,  Gen.  vii.  i.  *'  Come  thou,  and 
all  thy  houfe,  into  the  ark,  for  thee  only  have  I  found 
righteous  before  me  in  this  generation."  How  ufeful  was 
he  to  the  prefervation  of  a  remnant!  Elijah  was  alone 
as  a  prophet;  and  how  ufeful  was  he  ii>  his  day?  He  is 
called  the  chariots  of  Jfrael,-  and  the  horfcmen  thereof. 
And  though  a  man  that  is  liable  in  the  faith  were  of  no 
other  ufe,  but  to  give  his  tellimony  for  God,  exonerate 
himfelf  in  his  day,  it  is  a~ matter  of  confequence  to  the 
generation,  both  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come. 

We  need,  Sirs,  at  this  day,  to  exonerate  ourfelvc» 
at  the  hands  of  our  forefathers,  who  are  gone  ;  at  the 
hands  of  our  children,  who  are  living ;  and  at  the 
hands  of  our  pofterity,  that  are  to  come.  O  Sirs,  it  is  3 
queftion  we  ftiould  pofe  ourfelves  with,  Are  we  faithful 
to  our  fathers  that  went  before  us  ?  Are  we  faithful  ta 
thefe  that  are  cotemporary  with  us  ?  And,  are  we  faith- 
ful to  thefe  that  are  following  after  us,  when  we  our- 
felves  are  rotten  in  the  dud  ?— What  are  we  doing,  to 
exonerate  ourfelves  at  the  hand  of  our  forefathers,  who 
travailed  night  and  day  to  get  a  covenanted  work  of  Re- 
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formation  brought  to  the  pattern  of  God's  word,  and 
committed  it  to  us,  having  left  it  whole  and  found  at 
our  doors  ?  Alas!  how  is  this  work  marred  and  defaced 
among  our  hands !  How  has  the  generation  betrayed 
the  truit  cur  fathers  committed  to  us  ? — What  are  \ve 
doing  to  exonerate  ourfelves  at  the  hand  of  the  prefent 
generation  ?  Are  we  contending  fur  the  faith,  and  for 
the  caufe  of  Chrill,  againft  thofe  that  are  betra3''ing  it  ? 
And,  what  are  we  doing  :to  exonerate  ourfelves  at  the 
hands  of  our  pollerity  ?  Are  we  tranfmitting  Reforma- . 
tion-work  whole  and  found  to  them  ?  Or,  rather,  are 
we  not  tranfmitting  to  them  poifon,  inftead  of  whiilfom 
food;  trafli,  inftead  of  truth;  lumber  and  drofs,  inlleadof 
filver  and  gold ;  and  counterfeit,  inftead  of  good  coin  ? 

In  a  Word,  ftability  in  the  fiiith  is  our  lirength  and 
fafety,  becaufe  it  is  God  himfelf,  Ghrift  himfelf,  that  is 
our  ftrength  and  fafety  ;  he  is  the  Strength  of  Ifrael ; 
and  therefore,  our  ftrength  lies  in  fitting  ftill,  and  fit- 
ting near  to  him:  our  ftrength  lies  not  in  the  aft  of  faith, 
otherwife  it  were  enougli  to  have  once  fat  down  upon 
this  foundation  ;  but  it  lies  in  the  objeft  and  ground  of 
faith,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil;  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs 
and  ftrength,  on  which  alone  true  faith  doth  reft  and  fit 
ftill :  when  we  ftay,  by  faith,  in  the  midft  of  our  ftrong 
tower,  we  are  fafe,  becaufe  the  ftrong  tower  is  our  fafe- 
ty: the  ftrenj^Tth  of  faith  is  God  himfelf  in  Chrift  :  there- 
fore to  abide  in  him,  to  fit  Hill  and  reft  on  him  alone,  is 
our  ftren.rth.  When  a  man  runs  to,  and  refts  upon  an 
impregnable  r>^ck,  where  he  is  fafe  from  the  enemy,  we 
do  not  mean  that  it  is  liis  aft  i»f  reding  there  that  fecures 
him,  but  the  rock  on  which  he  refts  ;  yet  we  fay,  it  is 
his  ftrength  to  fit  ftill  upon  the  rock,  becaufe  the  rock 
is  his  ftrength  :  f )  it  is  our  ftrength  to  fit  fl:ill  on  the 
Rock  of  ages  ;  becaufe  Chrift,  the  Rock  of  ages,  is  our 
ftrength;  and  when,  by  unbelief,  we  depart  from  him, 
then  we  defert  our  ftrenpih.  • 


'o^ 


IV.  The  next  thing  was  the  Application.  All  the 
application  I  offer  at  the  time  is  in  a  few  Inferences. 

I.  If  it  be  fo,  as  has  been  faid,  hence  fee,  what  to 
think  of  thefe  who  are  Co  far  ftota  being  ftedfaft  in  the 


the- Churches  Strengths  435 

faith,  that  they  are  itedfaft  in  a  cqurfe  of  fin  ;  inftead 
of  fitting  ttill  up'  n  the  Rock  '  f  ages,  they  are  fitting 
Hill  upon  fandy  foundations  that  will  fink  with  them  ; 
they  fit  flill  in  their  fins,  and  fit  fiill  in  their  errors, 
and  fit  dill  in  their  11  oth  and  fecurity.  Oh !  how 
dreadful  and  terrible  is  their  cafe  !  For  Gk?d  is  faying 
to  fuch,  Rev.  xxii.  11.  ''He  that  is  unjuft,  let  him  be 
unjuflftill;  he  who  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  fiill  ;'* 
he  that  is  erroneous,  let  him  be  erroneous  Hill;  he  who 
is  wicked  and  ungodly,  let  him  be  fo  ftill ;  he  who  is 
joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone.  God  is  faying,  Mini- 
llers,  let  him  alone;  ordinances,  let  him  alone;  provi- 
dences, let  him  alone  ;  my  Spirit,  let  him  alone;  *'  My 
Spirit  fliall  not  always  llrive  .with  men  upon  earth." 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  to  think  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  at  this  day  ;  how  dangerous  her  circumfiances 
are,  when  inftead  of  fitting  ftill,  and  remaining  ftedfatt 
in  the  faith,  flie  is  receding  and  running  away  from  hei: 
ancient  Reformation-principles  and  purity.  How  un- 
ftable,  like  water,  is  the  generation  !  How  great  is  the 
apoftafy  and  defeftion  of  the  day !  And  here  we  may 
fee,  if  there  Ihall  be  any  fchifm,  or  feparation,  in  the 
church  of  Scotland  very  foon  upon  the  prefcnt  emergen- 
cy*, that  you  all  know  of,  who  will  be  the  fchifmatics 
and  feparatifts  ?  Surely  not  thefe  who  fit  ftill  and  remain 
ftedfaft  in  the  faith,  and  upon  the  old  foundation,  but 
thefe  who  go  off  from  our  Reformation-principles:  thefe 
that  fit  ftill,  arc  the  ftrength  and  fafety  of  a  church, 
they  that  rife  and  turn  away,  the  ruin  thereof, 

3.  Hence  fee  matter  whereby  every  one  may  trytbfcir 
ftate  and  their  ftrenpfth,  by  trying  what  ftability  they 
have  in  the  faith.  Have  you  a  ftable  and  ftrong  feith? 
(1.)  Strong  faith  is  a  fighting  faith  ;  it  fights  again  ft  all 
difcourageraents,  and  overcomes  the  greateft  difficulties 
and  trials,  1  Sam.  xxx.  6.  Hab.  iii.  17,  18.  Heb.  xi. 
33,34.;  againft  the  greateft  temptations  to  fin,  Heb. 
xi.  24,  25.  (2.)  It  is  a  refolute  and  wilful  faith; 
*'  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him."  It  ftands 
not  at  providences  feemingly  contradifiling  the  promifea, 

*  Our  Author  here,  without  doubt,  alludes  to  ^he  condu<a  of  the  Church- 
judicatories,   in  their  profecution  at   this  time  cwivvtv'^  ^xw  vjjkvx'^  >^Na.  S.^>ax- 
Brethren^  formerly  briefly  narrated,  p.  19^. 
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Rom.  iv.  19, 20. ;  againfl:  all  difcouragemeats;  ''  Why  art 
thou  call  down,  O  iny  foul?'*  (3.)  Itis  a  wreftlingfaith; 
*'  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  blefs  me.''  (4.)  It  is 
a  violent  faith;  *'  The  kingdom  of  heaven  fufiercth  vio. 
lence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."  (5,)  It  is  a  dif- 
puting  faith,  it  difputes  every  inch;  **  Truth,  Lord,  I  am 
a  dog;  yet  the  dojrs  eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  their 
mailer's  table,"  Mat.  xv.  22.  (6.)  It  is  an  urging  and 
arguing  faith;  it  prefies  God  with  arguments  taken  from 
his  own  name,  his  own  Son,  his  own  proraife,  and  his  own 
perfedlions;  mercy,  faithfulnefs,  truth,  &c,  (7.)  It  is  a 
Xouch\n^h\\\\\Turlfa premity  fides  tangitJiM^Lt  viii.33, — 
48.  (3.)  It  is  an  humbling  faith,  bringing  in  the  deeped 
humility:  the  more  confirmed  and  ellablilhed  a  perfoo  is, 
the  more  humble.  Thu«  Abraham;  "  Who  am  I^  that 
Jiave  taken  upon  me  tofpeak  unto  theLord,  which  am  but 
duft  and  alhcs?"  Job,  when  eftablifhed;  '*  Now  I  abhor 
niyfelf."  Ifaiah,  when  he  got  a  confirming  manifeftation, 
fays,  "  I  am  unclean."  Paul  alfo,  a  confirmed  Chrillian, 
**  I  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints."  (9.)  It  is  a  faith 
•that  removes  all  legal  fears, terrors,  and  torments,and  yet 
increafes  godly-forrow  and  gofpel-ref^entancc.  It  lives  on 
Chrift,  and  not  on  frames  and  enlargements;  the  doubting 
Chriftian  is  up  and  down  with  his  frames,  if  that  be  gone, 
he  thinks  all  is  lofl;  but  the  ellabliflied  believer  is  fecured 
in  Chrift,  and  his  everlafting  righteoufnefs ;  even  when 
the  mutable  frame  is  gone,  it  is  not  difcouraged. 

4.  Hence  fee  the  duty  both  of  finners  and  faints,  of 
believers. 

{[i.]  Of  finners,  to  fit  down ;  we  cannot  exhort  you  to  fit 
dill,  till  once  you  fit  down,  and  take  reft  in  Chrift.  And 
therefore,  O  finner,  fit  down  and  reft  upon  a  God  in  Chrift 
as  your  rock  and  refting-place.  Let  me  advife  you,  take 
a  feat  for  your  fouls  to  fit  upon.  Some  of  you  know  what 
an  uneafy  thing  it  is  to  want  a  feat  for  your  body,  when 
you  are  weary  walking  or  weary  Handing ;  wcU,  much 
more  uneafy  will  it  be  if  you  want  a  feat  of  reft  for  your 
fouls.  Would  you  have  your  fouls  rightly  feated  and  right- 
ly fettled  ?  Will  you  tell  me,  can  you  find  fuch  a  right  feat 
in  all  the  world,  as  a  God  in  Chrift  ?  Is  there  any  feat 
or  centre  fo  proper  for  the  foul?     Is  not  God  the  feat 
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5:ncl  Qantre  oF  the  i.ntclkftual  vvorl4  ?  the  centre  of  fpi- 
rita,  ia  whom  they  can  find  reft  ?    I^  the  world  a  proper 
Giat  for  ywF  fouls  tp  ftt  down,  upoq  ?    Though  you  had 
frOAXC  baras  full^  ^nd  were  Caying,  *^  Soul,  take  thy  reft, 
tl\o\x  haft  good^  laid  up  Br  many  years,  i"  how  foon  can 
Gud  fay,  "Thpu  fool,  thia  night  ftiall  thy  foul  be  required 
pf  thee." — »l3  your  own  righteoufnefs  a  proper  feat  for 
youlf  fcul  to  fit  down  and^eft  upon,  when  your  righte- 
oA:ifoefs  is  but  filthy  rags.;  ^nd  when  there  is  as  much 
ixiiti  yoar  h^ft duties  as:  would  damn  you?  Is  it  poiTible 
you  can  think,  when  death  and  judgn^ent  is  before  you, 
that  your  fit  fafely  enough  there  ?   or,  do  you  think  that 
the  devil,  the  world,  or  the  flelh,  can  give  you  reft  and 
iat;iafaftion,  though  you  had  all  the  ^^dvantages  they  can 
fvffer  you  ?  O  finner,  ^re  you  feeking  to  fettle  on  this  fide 
Jordan?  Though  you  Ihould  fit  eafy  till  the  day  of  death, 
what  will  become  of  you  upon  the  day  of  judgment?  But 
would  you  have  a  ieat  on  which  you  may  find  everlafting 
reft  in  death,  judgment,  and  through  eternity  ?     Then, 
O  come  tQ  Chrift  for  reft,  and  fit  down  bpon  the  !^ock 
of  ages.     Here  is  a  high  and  honourable  feat;  whenever 
you  come  to  God  you  dwell  on  high,  you  fit  with  Chrift 
in  heavenly  places. — Here  is  a  foft  and  eafy  feat,  "  He 
will  keep  him  in  perfedl  pesice,  whpfe  mind  is  ftayed  on 
bim,  becaufe  he  truftetb  in  him."  Here  you  rnay  get  reft 
to  your  underftandinga  in  Chrift,  as  a  Prophet ;   reft  to 
your  confciences  in  him,  as  a  Prieft  ;  reft  to  your  hearts 
in  hina,  as  a  King.-^Here  is   a  fafe  feat ;   when  you 
reft  upon  Chrift  for  falvation,  you  cannot  but  be  fafe ; 
He  that  Mieves  pall  6e  fcfved*     Your  defires  will  fit  fafe- 
ly upon  him,  who  is  the  Deft  re  of  all  nations  ;  your  hope 
will  fit  fafely  on  him,  who  is  the  ffope  of  JJrael;  your  de- 
light will  fit  fafely  on  him,  who  is  the  Darling  of  heaven. 
Here  is  a  fare  feat,  the  Jure  mercies  of  David  ;  'a  firm 
feat,  that  cannot  fail  you  in  the  day  of  need,  and  in  the 
time  of  ej^tremity.     The   covenant  of  w<^rks  was  noc 
a  firm  and  fure  feat ;  and  to  fit  down  either  direftly  or 
indir6Q:ly  upon  the  works  of  the  law,  is  a  fandy  founda- 
tioD.-^Here  is  a  ready  feat,  and  juft  at  hand  ;  you  need 
not  fay,  We  cannot  afcend  to  heaven,  to  fit  down  upon 
thijf  feat;   It  Jsneerst  bfind,  I  buti^  n^ar  w^  r\^bte>uS. 
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riffs;  and  this  righteoufnefs  is  the  feat  you  are  to  fit 
d.>wn  upon. — And  it  is  an  everlafling  feat,  an  everlaft- 
ing  righteoufnefs,  where  you  may  fit  fafe  and  eafy  for 
ever.  O  fcek  not  reft  any  where  elfe;  fit  cl<»wn  under 
the  fliadow  of  the  Ahuighty.  But  y<^u  may  afk»  How  ihall 

1  fit  down  ?  Why,  be  convinced  of  the  finfulnefs  of  your 
rambling  among  the -creatures  for  help,  relief^  and  reft; 
and  that  ''  In  vain  is  falvation  looked  for  from  the  hills 
or  from  the  multitude  of  mountains.'*  Tho*  you  were 
to  fit  down  upon^  mountains  of  prey,  mountains  of  gold 
XiV  ^ilver,  this  would  not  give  reft  or  relief  to  your  fouls; 
*'  Riches  profit  not  in  the  day  of  wrath."  Mountains  of 
creature-aids  and  outward  means  will  not  do  ;  lheref<'re, 
cry  tiy  God,  that  he  may  fet  your  feet  upon  a  rock; 
upon  himfelf,  the  Rock  of  ages;  and  caufe  you  to  fit 
down  under  his  fliadow.  The  almighty  power  niuft  make 
you  willing  and  able:  O  cry  then  for  a  day  of  p-wer. 

[2.]  The  duty  of  faints,  is  to  fit  ftill  and  abide  in 
Chrift  by  faith,  and  to  fit  ftill  in  refpeft  of  liability  in 
the  faith.  And  that  I  may  the  more  diftindlly  direft 
you  tr)  this,  I  would  have  you  confider  this  liability, 

(i.)  As  a  privilege  fecured  to  you;  this  fhbuld  excite 
you  to  it ;  for,  as  in  working  out  falvation- work,  we 
could  have  no  encouragement,  if  God  had  not  promifed 
to  work  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do  ;  fo,  in  ftability 
in  the  faich,  we  c^uld  have  no  encouragement,  if  this 
ftability  was  not  fecured. 

(2.)  Confider  it  is  a  dulj^ ;  and  I  would  direct  you 
to  it  in  the  following  particulars. 

I.  O  believer,  labour  after  growth  in  grace;  and, 
particularly,  after  eftablifliing  grace  :  There  are  thefc 
eftabliftiing  graces; — Kjiowledge,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  6.  "  Wif- 
dom  and  knowledge  fliall  be  the  ftability  of  the  times. 
The  people  that  know  their  God  fliall  be  ftrong,  and  do 
exploits, "  Dan.  ix.  32. — Faith,  Ifa.  vii.  9.  *'  If  ye  will 
not  believe,   furely  ye   fliall  not  be  eftabliflied."     See 

2  Ch -on.  XX.  20. — Patience,  James  v.  8.  **  Be  patient, 
and  ftablifli  your  heart$  ;  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
dr^^velli  nigh." — L-ve,  Song  viii.  6,  7.  "  Love  is  ftrong 
as  dent'i,  &cc. :  Many  waters  cannot  quench  love,"  &c. 
]riy^  Neh,  vu\.  ia,"TVi^  \^7  o^th^Lnrd  is  their  ftrength." 
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lluniility,Jamesiv.  6.  Self-confidence  isthegreateit  weak'' 
iiefs;  Peter  was  weak  when  proud  ;  humility  is  a  man's 
going  out  of  hinifelf,  and  laying  all  his  weight  upon  the 
Lord,  who  looks  to  the  humble,  hears  the  defires  of  the 
humble,  and  gives  grace  to  the  humble. — Fear,  Pfalni 
cxii.  I.  8,  ''  Ble(ied  is  the  man  tnat  fcareth.  the  Lord  ; 
he  Ihall  not  be  afraid  of  evil-tidings,  his  heart  is  fixed, 
trufting  in  the  Lord  ;  his  heart  is  eftabl.llied,"  &c. — 
Plope,  Pfalni  xi.  i,  2.  Rom.  viii.  24.  i  John  iii.  3. — 
Again,  as  you  would  endeavour,  through  grace,  to  grow 
in  eftablilhed  graces  ;  fo, 

2.  To  improve  ellablifhing  means  :  Prayer  is  an 
eUablifliing  mean,  Pfalm  cxxxviii.  3.'  ''I  cried  to  the 
Lord,  and  he  anfwered  me,  and  llrengthened  me  with 
ftrength  in  my  foul." — Praife,  Pfalm  xliii.  4,  5*.  '*  Up.;ii 
the  harp  will  I  praife  thee:"  then  it  follows,/'  Why  art 
thou  cail  down,  my  foul  ?  and  why  art  thou  difquieted 
in  me  ?  ftill  hope  in  Gjd,  for  I  Ihall  yet  praife  him."— - 
Communicating,  while  he  is  knuwn  in  the  breaking  of 
bread,  the  bread  of  life  is  ilrengthening. — Fellowfhip 
with  the  faints,confirmingoneanf)ther,Heb.x.  23,24,25. 
**  As  iron  fharpenelh  iron,  fo  doth  the  countenance  of 
a  man  his  friend." — Diligent  attendance  on  ordinances; 
the  voice  of  Chrift  is  quickening  and  ftrengthening  : 
Faitb  comes  by  bearing  ;  and  eftablifliment  IQ  faith  cornea 
the  fame  way. — Meditation,  and  fpiritual  converfation, 
and  communication,  are  ftrengthening. 

3.  Seek  after  eftablilhed  manifeftations,  John  ii.  11. 
**  He  manifelled  forth  his  glory,  and  his  difciples  believ- 
ed on  hmi:"  that  is,  their  faith  was  eftablifhed  and  con- 
firmed.— Manifeftations  have  a  convincing  light,  and 
over-powering  evidence,  making  clouds  flee  away,  and 
dafhing  the  bottom  out  of  all  their  doubts;  thus  Thomas, 
My  Lord^  and  my  God, — Manifeftations  have  an  inliruc- 
tive  light;  from  darknefs,  wavering  proceeds;  and  what 
v/e  know  darkly  we  eafily  fufpett :  but  fee  Pfalm  xx.  6. 
**  Now,  I  know  that  the  Lord  faves  his  anointed:"  that 
is,  now  I  underftand  it  moi^p  diftindtly. — In  manifeflati- 
ons  there  are  taftes  of  his  goodnefsand  fweetnefs,and  this 
is  a  fpring  of  ftability  :  dry  notions  will  never  make  a- 
naa  liable:  while  the  truth  isnolteCrAx^^  vcwV>.N^^^itv^^ 

Ffz  ^         ^"^ 
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will  foon  quit  it  for  delufion  ;  but  when  they  have  a  fenfe 
cf  it,  then  their  fenfe  will  plead  better  than  learning 
and  rhet  iric  ;  like  a  phildfopher  telling  a  man  the  funis 
not  fliining,  the  ^rafs  is  not  green. — Manifeftations  carry 
power  in  them  :  there  is  a  heart-burning  pnwer ;  this 
power  will  embi^lden  the  believer  to  avouch  and  plead 
fl)r  the  truth,  whofoever  be  againft  it,  and  whatever  it 
colls,  when  they  find  the  good  efFefts  of  it  in  their  own 
fouls. — Manifeilations  carry  Hill  a  fuitablenefs  to  the 
cnfe,  trial,  and  neceflity  of  the  perfon  to  whom  he  raani- 
feftshimfelf:  when  Abraham  is  to  leave  his  father's houfe, 
and  to  go,  not  knowing  whither ;  to  leave  friends, 
means,  relations ;  the  Lord  nlanifells  himfelf  to  him  as 
God  Almighty, God  Ail-fuflScient. — Thefe  manifeftations 
exactly  meet  with  their  neceflities,  ^nd  this  makes  them 
abide  by  him. — Manifeftations  always  humble  ;  and  hu- 
mility is  the  ftrength  of  all  other  graces :  *^  What  is  the 
firft  grace  ?  humility,  faid  one  of  the  fathers  :  What  is 
the  next  ?  humility  :  What  is  the  third  ?  humility ;" 
and  fo  on,  intimating,  that  this  is  a  bulwark  to  every 
other  grace.     Hence, 

4.  Take  heed  of  thefe  things  that  hinder  frability; 
as  pride  ;  ''  Pride  goes  before  a  fall.  Gcjd  refifts  the 
proud."  Remember  Peter. — Worldlinefs :  2  Tim.  iv.  10. 
*'  Demas  hath  forfaken  me,  having  loved  this  prefent 
world,"  2  Tim.  vi.  9,  10. — Idlenefs;  ''The  hand  of  the 
diligent  niaketh  rich ;"  but  idlenefs  makes  him  poor  ia 
grace,  poor  in  purfe. — Needlefr  fellowfhip  with  wicked 
company;  "  He  that  walks  with  the  wife,  ihall  be  wife; 
but  a  companion  of  fools  fliall  be  deftroyed.  A  maa 
ftiall  not  be  eftabliflied  by  wickednefs,"  Prov.  xii.  3. 
But  the  heart  is  eftabliftied  by  grace. 

5.  Seek  much  after  eftablifliing  breathings  of  the  Holf 
Ghofl-.  The  difciples  were  letting  their  grips  go,  and 
Chrift  breathed  on  them,  and  fays.  Receive  y a  the  Ho!) 
Gboft.  Much  of  the  Spirit  will  bring  about  much  re- 
formation in  the  matters  of  God.  Be  content  of  the 
Spirit's  comforting  and  fupporting  influences,  under 
trials,  without  feeking  any  vifible  figns  for  your  con- 
firmation. The  Jews  feek  a  fign  from  Chrift,  but  fays 
he,  **  No  fign  ihaVWit  ^vi^xv  ^^w^Mt  that  of  the  prophet 
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Jonas ;  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
belly  of  the  whale ;  fo  fliall  the  Son  of  man  be  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth."  Here 
is  the  fign,  ye  Ihall  get  many  a  crofs;  and  I  will  llrength- 
ea  you  to  bear  them  ;  and  if  you  be  not  fatisfied  with 
thefe  fi|;rns,  ye  will  but  tempt  him.  All  the  breathings 
of  the  Spirit  are  of  an  eliabliihing  nature  ;  his  quicken- 
ing, fanttifying,  and  comforting  influences.  Wait  the 
time  of  the  Spirit's  breathing,  and  of  this  wind  of  heaven 
blowing.  Wait  at  the  Ihore,  though  you  cannot  com- 
mand the  wind  to  blow  ;  and  be  eafy,  though  he  referves 
the  Xweetell  confirmation  to  the  faddefl  times.  GhriR 
cures^tbe  blind  man,  John  ix.  ;  the  Pharifees  drag  him 
out  fro'm  court  to  court,  till  at  lall  they  call  him  out  and 
excommunicate  him  ;  but  then  Chrilt  took  him  in,  and 
manifcfted  himfelf ;  ''  Doft  thou  now  believe  I  Who  is 
he  that  I  ihould  believe  ?"  fays  the  man;  Chrirt  fhovvs 
himfelf  to  him,  and  then  he  believed  and  worfhipped. 
Well,  perhaps  a  tiraex)f  fvveet  confotlation  and  confirma- 
tion is  referved  till  ye  be  call  out  by  a  corrupt  kirjk  and 
clergy,  or  to  a  more  troublcfome  time,  when  you  are 
at  the  extremity.  He  will  f^afon  all  with  a  new  mani- 
ieilation,  a  new  communication. 

6.  Be  cautious,  and  jealous  of  yourfelves,  and  watch.- 
^ttl;  ''"Let  him  who  thinks  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he 
^all.''  Perhaps,  you  have  laid  up  fane  truths  in  your 
b  jfom  beyond  all  debate,  but  in  the  hour  of  trial  you  may 
•be  in  hazard  to  jquit  them:  who  would  have  thought  that 
the  difciples  would  debate  whether  Chrift  was  the  Savi- 
our of  the  world,  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael,  after  the  many 
.confirmations  he  gave  of  this  ?  Yet,  they  not  only  de- 
bate it,  but  are  in  hazaixl  tp  quit  it,  Luke  xxiv.  22. 
Oh!  it  would  make  a  heart  break  to  hear  fuch  language; 
**  We  thought  he  was  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael,  he  that  Ihould 
•have  redeemed  Ifrael:"  there  it  was  all  quit  to  a  thought. 
O  then,  Sirs,beware  of  witchcraft;  '*  O  foolifhGalatian^, 
who  hath  Switched  you?"  &c.  Gal.  iii.  i.  The  devil 
apd  his  inftruments  fometimes  call  a  kind  of  fafcination 
over  our.  eyes,  :to  .hide  the  beautiful  face  of  truth,  to 
make  it  look  ill-favoured  ;  beware  of  the  devil's  decep- 
tion, he  can  make  .perjury  look  like  ^rvid^vtc^\  '^ocsji 
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honelly,  like  rebellion  againft  judicatories,  &c.  Ycu 
nay  be  confirmed  in  ihe  faith,  and  yet  make  fucha 
fudden  change,  as  to  caufe  all  honeil  minillers  and 
Chrillians  wonder  at  you,  as  Paul  fays,  Oal.  i.  6.  ''I 
Tiiarvel  that  ye  are  fo  focm  removed  from  him  who  hath 
called  you  to  an')lher  gofpel."  Beware  of  letting  the 
fear  of  Ic^ffos  and  groffes  afrighten  you  ;  you  may  make 
tair  ofiers  of  following  Chrilt,  and  yet  forfake  him  in 
the  view  of  the  crofs.  There  came  a  man  to  Chriii, 
Matth,  viii.  19.  faying,  Mafter,  I  will  follow  thee  whi- 
therf  )ever  thou  goefc :"  Chrift  will  hardly  get  a  fairer 
ofF^r  from  any  here;  but  what  fays  Chrift  to  him? 
**  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
jiells,  but  .the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his 
head.'*  Wha!  hinders  the  performance  of  this  faircffer? 
Why, you  muit  make  yourfelf  ready  for  lofTesand  crolfes, 
and  fjllovv  Chrift  naked.  Many  men  and  women  come 
the  length  of  the  crofs,  and  there  they  bury  all  their 
refolutlons.  The  crofs  has  been  the  burial-place  of 
many  vows  and  promifes  ;  therefore,  fee  that  you  be  not 
feared  and  terrified  with  the  fear  of  lofTes  and  croffes; 
kn  >\v  that  what  you  lofe  for  Chrift  will  be  the  fureft  gain. 

1  might  here  add  fome  encouragements  to  engage  yuu 
to  this  duty. 

(i.)  If  liability  in  the  faith  is  the  ftrength  and  fecuriiy 
of  the  church,  in  the  moft  perilous  times,  then  let  us  fit 
Hill  and  be  ftable,  becaufe  the  moll  perilous  time  is  die 
very  feafon  wherein  God  has  in  all  generations,  made 
the  moft  fignal  appearances  for  his  church,  in  fo  much, 
that  we  have  no  more  ado,  in  eifeft,  when  perilous  times 
come,  but  to  ftand  ftill ;  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
to  fit  ftill,  and  fee  the  falvation  cf  God.  Here  I  would 
offer  eight  inftances  of  fignal  appearances  in  moft  pe- 
rilous times  :  particularly  in  the  firft  defedlion  by  fin; 
when  our  firft  parents  fell ;  there  God  appeared  in  the 
fiirft  promife,  wherein  the  devil  was  fentenced. — Ifrael's 
opprefii)n  in  Egypt ;  then  is  Mofes  born ;  then  the 
Lord  appeared  glorioufly. — The  Aflyrians  rage,  under 
Sennacherib,  againft  Jerufalem;  then  the  Lord  fent  his 
angel. — Haman  threatened  the  deftruftion  of  the  Jews; 
t/;en  the  Lord  appeared,  atvd  brought  about  their  deli- 
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yerance. — Clirifl:  the  Head  laid  in  the  grave,  then  the 
Lord  appeared  making  that  dark  hour  the  porch  of  light 
and  life. — The  Jev/ilh  and  Pagan  perfecutions  again  11 
the  firft  Ghrillians,  the  Lord  made  thefe  the  mean  of 
propagating  the  gofpel,  and  the  blood  of  the  martyrs 
the  feed  of  the  church. — The  antichriflian  tyranny, 
wherein  the  whore  was  drunk  with  fo  much  blood,  iffued 
in  the  glorious  Reformation  ;  the  Lord  appearing  in  his 
glory,  building  up  Zion. — The  bloody  reigns  in  Britain, 
particularly  in  Scotland  ;  the  martyrdom  in  the  late 
times,  ilTueJ  in  the  Lord's  appearing  by  the  merciful 
Revolution. — And  now,  when  troubles  and  trials  take 
place,  our  God  is  not  dead  ;  ''  He  will  arife  and  have 
inercy  upon  Zion.  The  Lord  fits  upon  the  floods  :  the 
Lord  fits  King  for  ever."     Hence, 

(2.)  To  fit  llill  in  perilous  times,  is  to  fit  where  God 
fits ;  he  fits  upon  the  floods,  and  they  fit  with  Chrift 
upon  his  throne,  not  only  when  they  come  to  heaven, 
but  by  faith  up>n  earth  ;  they  fit  ^and  reign  with  Chrill; 
as  they  iliall  judge  th.e  world  at  the  lail  day,  fo  they  rule 
and  jud:j;^e  even  in  this  life,  Pialm  ii.  9.  compared  with 
Rev,  ii.  26,  27.  and  v^ith  Pfalm  cxlix.  6,  7,  8,  9,  This 
is  the  honour  of  all  the  faints  ;  and  hence  the  faints  who 
are  faithful  to  God  in  their  day,  not  only  judge  and  con- 
demn the  world,  by  their  pra£lice  and  their  teftimouy,  - 
but  in  fome  refpedls  execute  the  fentence  againft  them, 
lb  as  to  torment  them.  Rev.  xi..  lo.  **  The  two  witnefLs 
tormented  them  who  dwelt  upon  the  earthJ'^ 

(3.)  To  fit  ftill  is  to  fit  eafy  amidll  all  the  overfl^ow- 
ing  floods,  becaufe  we  fit  fiill  and  reft  upon  him  who  fits 
upon  the  floods  :  this  may  give  eafe  amidil  whatever 
floods  you  are»  furroundeJ  with.  Is  it  a  flood  of  tribu- 
lation, temptation,  reproach?  fee.  "  The  Lord  fits  upon, 
the  floods,"  and  makes  the  floods  his  footfl:ool,  his  throne 
He  treads  upon  the  floods,  and  reigns  amidfl  the  fl:)ods,^ 
and  makes  the  floc^ds  his  chariot,  wherein  he  rides,  and 
his  bench,  whereon  he  judges  righteoufly. 

(4.)  When  we  fit  fl:ill  by  faith,  we  glorify  Gcd,  and 
edify  men  ;  we  honour  God,  and  exonerate  ourfelves 
at  the  hands  of  men,  both  in  the  farmer,  prefent,  and 
following  generations,  as  I  faid  before. 

Ff4  ^^^:k^\^^ 
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SERMON    LXXXVI. 

FAiTH^s  PLEA  opo*  GOB»s  COVENANT  *. 

PsAXM  Ixxiv.  20. 
JSave  refpe^l  unto  tie  'Covenant.-* — 


THE  pfalmift,  in  pleading  for  the  church  and  people 
of  God,  and  that  he  would  appear  far  thetn  againft 
their  enemies,  ufes  feveral  arguments;  particulariy,  rn 
the  clofe  of  the  preceding  verfe,  there  is  fomething  he 
pleads  God  may  not  forget,  "  Forget  not  the  congrega- 
tion of  thy  poor  for  ever  :"  and  the  Tather  'he  ufes  this 
argument,  becau'fe  he  had  'faid,  Pfalm  ix.  18.  •*  The 
needy  ftiall  not  be  forgotten;  the  expe£lation-of  the  poor 
fhall  not  perifh  for  ever."  There  is,  in  this  verfe, 
fomething  he  pleads,  that'God  may  remember  and  have 
regard  unto,  Have  refpeSl  unto  the  Covenant.  Thou  hafft 
brought  us  into  covenant  with  thee,  might  "he  fay,  and 
though  we  are  unworthy  to  be  refpefted,  yet.  Have  re- 
fpedl  unto  the  Covenant  of  promift.  When  God  delivers 
his  people,  it  is  in  rememberance  of  'his  covenant, 
Lev.  XX vi.  42.  "  Then  will  I  remember  nty  cmnenant 
with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob;  and  LwiU  remember 
the  land."  We  cannot  expefl:  he  will  remember  us, 
till  he  romember  his  covenant :  hence,  therefore,  we 
propofe  to  illullrate  the  following  truth. 

*  This  was  an  evcnlng-exercife  on  a  preparation-ddy,  before  the 
celebration  of  x\\q.  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  at  iCingla/fie. 
The  exa6l  time  cannot  be  prccifcJy  afccrtaincd  \  but  it  is  fuppofed  to 
h&vc  bjcn  ^n  the  }xar  1733. 

TDoct. 
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DocT*  Tlhat  one  nsf  feitfc's  ftrGBg  plesys  with  God  «, 
that  lie  would  bave  ire%eft  to  the  jccn'»cna'at. 

If  wo  would  de>il  mtlh  God  for  HiCTcy,  or  picad  M^itb 
him  for  ^favour,  or  look  to  hrm  for  any  good  ^j  <t!his  cc- 
cafion,  iet  us  texpefifS:  it  onfly  upott  this  ■gro^'nd,  the  «• 
fped  he  hatii  t©  tt>c  cuvenattt,  and  plead  ^poii  this  ftr- 
gui^ewt.  , 

The  method *we  wowid  Kihfcrvt',  as  «he  Lwd ihall  'affift, 
for  briefly  «hawdJ4i>g  tioSs  ftrbjeft,  -fofiil  be  the  #»lloww>g. 

f.  Shew  what  covefi»»t'h  is  he  w.ill  hav-e  a  refp^t®, 

H.  What  it  is  fur  Gad  ^  Jka:ve  a  cefpeSl  ta  l?hc  oo- 
venant. 

HI.  Wiaat  rt  is  m  tfcte  •covenant:  he  htfth  a  vclpeQ:U©, 

IV..  What  ^knnd  of*  Tdpe^^hath  -to  it. 

V.  Why  'be  hath  •rdfpetl  to  ift,  and  if©  why  it  is-  a  ftut- 
able  pjlea  miA  argument  in  faing  for  fuercy^ 

Vi>  Make  forae  application  of  the  whole. 

J.  We  arc  ifeen  ftrft/tb  fliew  what 'covenatit  itis  fcc 
will  have  a  -refpeSl  to.  The  covenant  hene  •^fee«  ctf  is 
the -CGvenaitt  of  igrkoe  ^rtd  promi'fe^  made  inChrifft  f^m 
before  the  Jworld  began,  and  publiftied  in  the  -gclfpcjl  to 
finners.  .  Jer.  xxiirii.  319, 40.  *•*  And  i  will  *give  them  none 
heart  and-ane  'way,  that  they  *in»y  fear  me  for  ercr^  *for 
the  ^ood  df them,  «nd  df 'tboi r  children  mfter  them.  -And 
I  will  make  an  evertafting  'covena^nt  -with  them,  *that  1 
will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to-  do  them  good ;  but  I 
will  put  -my  fear  in  their  'teartfi,  that  they  ih^li  not  -de- 
part from  me.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  A  new  heart  aflfo^'ftl 
I  give  you,  ^nd  «  new  Spirit  will  I  put  withiti  ydu;  -and 
I  ^ill  take  away  ^be  :ftony  heant  out  of  your  -fl^,  and  f 
will  give  you  enheart  of  :fle'fti,  :&?c.  Jer.rxKxi.'45.  3Bi* 
thisihallbe  the  covenant  that  I^willmEfkewifh^fheihorffe 
of  Ifrael,  After  thdfe 'days,  faith  the  Lord,!  will  put  «my 
la?w  in  'their  'rnward  parts,  and  -write  it  in  their 'hewtB, 
and  willibetheirGod,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people.**'  -See 
alfo  Pfal.  lxx:xiK.  throughout.  It  is  called  a  covenaTrt  cff 
grace ;  becaufe  grace  Ps  the  beginning  and 'the  end,  the 
foundation  and  top-ftone  of  it:  even  grace  reigning 
through  righteoitfnefs. — ^^It  is  called  a  covenant  pfmetc^\ 
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becaufe  therein  mercy  to  the  miferable  is  proclaimed  thro* 
jultice  fatislying  blood  ;  for  there  mercy  and  truth 'meet 
together:  and  all  tiie  lure  mercies  ot  David  are  conveyed 
thereby. — k  is  called  a  covenant  of  peace  and  recun:ili- 
ation;   becaufe  it  b>ch  treats  of  peaue  with  God,  and 
makes  it  good. — It  is  called  a  covenant  of  proniife:  be- 
caufe it  lies  in  promil'es  with  reference  to  us  ;  and  thefc 
to  be  accomplifhed  upon  the  condition  already  fulBlledin 
Chrill's  obedience  and  fatisfafilion;  and  becaufe  therein 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  pledged,  for  making  out  all  the 
promifes  t:>  believers,  the  children  of  pn^mife. — It  is  cal- 
led a  covenant  of  fait;  becaufe  it  is  an  incorruptible  word, 
**  An  everlaliing  covenant,  well  :)rdered  in  all  things  and 
fure." — In  a  word,  it  is  a  c  )venant  of  help  to  poor,  help- 
lefs  finners,  faying,  ''  I  have  laid  help  uf>on  One  that  is 
mighty.     O   Ifrael,   thpu  haft  deftroyed  thyfelf,   but  in 
me  is  thy  help." — It  is  a  covenant  of  pardon  to  the  guil- 
ty, faying,  *'  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranf- 
greffions  for  mine  own  fake,  ar:d  I  will  not  remember  thy 
lins." — It  is  a  covenant  of  fupply  to  the  needy,  faying, 
•'  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,   and  there  is 
none,  and  their  tongue  faileth.for  thiril,  I,  the  Lord,  will 
hear  them,  I,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  will  not  forfake  them." 
It  is  a  covenant  of  gifis,   wherein  grace   and  glory  are 
freely  given;  and,  in  the  difpenfation  thereof,  God  fays, 
Come,  and  take  all  freely  ;  Himfelf,  his  Chrift,  his  Spi- 
rit, and  all.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  Ifa.  Iv.  i. 

II.  We  are  to  lliew  what  it  is  for  God  to-  have  refped 
to  the  covenant. 

1.  God  hath  refpefit  to  the  covenant  when  he  remem- 
bers it,  and  fo  remembers  us,  as  in  that  forecited.  Lev. 
xxvi.  24.  *'  I  will  remember  my  covenant,  and  then  will 
I  remember  the  land.  Thus  Pfal.  cxi.  5.  He  hath  given 
meat  to  them  that  fear  him."  Why,  he  will  ever  be 
mindful  of  his  covenant.  If  he  come  to  give  us  meat  to 
feed  our  fouls  at  this  occafion,  the  ground  will  be,  he  will 
be  mindful  of  his  covenant,  mindful  of  his  promife. 

2.  God  may  be  faid  to  have  refpedl  to  his  covenant, 
when  he  regards  it.  He  hath  no  reafon  to  have  refpett 
or  regard  to  us,  but  he  fees  reafon  to  have  regard  to  his 

cc- 
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covenant;  he  puts  honour  upon  it,  for  reafons  that  I 
Ihall  afterwards  fliew,  only  1  will  fay  here,  his  honour  is 
engaged  therein,  therefore  he  fays,  **■  My  covenant  will  I 
not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips," 
Pfal.  Ixxxix.  34.  He  hath  more  regard  to  it  than  he 
hath  to  heaven  and  earth;  for  he  fays,  **  Heaven  and 
earth  ihall  pals  away,  but  my  words  ftiall  not  pafs  a- 
v/ay."  He  haih  fuch  a  regard  lo  it,  that  he  will  never 
break  it,  but  ever  keep  it. 

3.  He  hath  refpedl  ti)  his  covenant,  when  he  eftablifhes 
it.  And  when  we  pray,  that  he  would  have  refpedl  to 
the  covenant,  we  not  only  pray  he  would  remember  Uie 
covenant,  and  regard  the  covenant,  but  eltablilh  the  co- 
venant betwixt  him  and  us,  as  he  faid  to  Abraham, 
Gen.  xvii.  7.  "  1  will  eftabliih  it  between  me  and  thee, 
and  thy  feed  after  thee."  He  ihews  refpedt  to  the  cove- 
nant,  when  be  makes  the  covenant  take  hold  of  us,  and 
makes  us  take  hold  of  the  covenant;  for  then  he  makes 
us  put  refpect  upon  him,  and  up<in  his  covenant. 

4.  He  hath  refpedtto  the  covenant,  when  he  performs 
the  covenant-promifes,  according  to  Mic.  vii.  20.  "  Thou 
wult  perform  the  truth  to  Jacc.b*  and  the  mercy  to  Abra* 
ham,  which  thou  hall  fworn  to  our  fathers  from  the  days 
of  old:"  and  he  does  this,  when  he  acts  according  to  the 
covenant,  or  according  to  the  mercy  that  made  the  pro- 
mife,  and  the  truth  that  is  engaged  to  make  out  the 
promife. 

In  Ihort,  the  fum  of  this  prayer,  as  it  concerns  the 
import  of  the  word  respect,  Havf  rcfpeSl  to  the  cove- 
nant^ is,  *'  Lord,  remember  the  covenant,  and  fo  re- 
**  member  me  ;  Lord,  have  regard  to  the  covenant, 
*'  and  let  me  be  remembered  on  this  ground,  whea 
**  there  is  no  other  reafon  why  I  fhould  be  regarded; 
*'  Lord,  eftablifh  thy  covenant  with  me,  and  fo  put  bo. 
**  noiir  upon  thy  name  manifefled  in  that  covenant,  and 
/'  do  to  me  according  to  the  promife  of  the  covenant. 
**  Caufe  me  hope  in  thy  word,  and  then  remember  the 
"  word  on  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  hope;  and  deal 
"  with  me,  not  according  to  my  fin  and  deferi,  but 
"  according  to  thy  covenant  apd  mercy  in  Chrift  Je- 
**  fus." 
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III.  We  are  next  to  fhew  what  it  is  in  the  covenant 
he  hath  a  refpecl  to,  or  that  we  fliould  plead  upon. 

1.  Have  refpeft  to  the  covenant;  that  is,  to  the  Medi- 
ator  of  the  covenant.  Though  thou  oweft  no  refpeft  to 
me,  yet  doeft  them  not  owe  refpedl,  and  haft  thou  not  a 
great  refpefit  to  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant,  to  Chrill, 
whom  thou  haft  given  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  j>eople? 
For  his  fake  let  me  be  pitied;  have  refpeft  to  the  relati- 
on  he  bears  to  the  covenant,  even  to  him  who  is  the  Me- 
diator, Tettatov,  Witnefs,  Meffeu'^r,  Surety,  and  All  of 
the  covenant.  Have  refpeft  to  his  offices,  and  let  him 
get  the  giory  of  his  faving  offijcs.  It  is  a  lirong  plea  to 
plead  with  Gcjd  upon  therefpefit  he  bears  to  Ghrift,  Gud 
cannot  win  over  Aich  a  plea  as  that.  He  niiift  own  his 
regard  and  refi")ea:  to  Ghrift,  who  paid  fuch  refpect  to 
him,  and  finilhed  the  work  he  gave  him  to  do. 

2.  Have  refpetSt  to  the  covenant,  by  having  refpefl:  to 
the  blood  of  the  coxxjnant.  The  blood  of  Ghrift,  that  is 
reprefented  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper,  it  is  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  called,  Tlie  new  teftaraent  in  his  blwd; 
becaufe  all  the  promifes  are  fealed  therewith,  and  fo  Yea 
and  Amen  in  Ghrift  :  this  is  the  conditicm  of  the  new 
covenant.  The  covenant  of  works  had  only  the  adive 
obedience  of  the  firft  Adam  for  its  condition  ;  but  the 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace  properly,  is  both  the 
aftive  and  paffive  ol>edience  of  the  fecond  Adam,  his 
doing  and  dying.  Now,  Lord,  have  refpedt  to  that 
blood  that  fealed  the  covenant :  fince  the  condition  is 
fulfilled  to  thy  inftnile  fatisfaftion,  let  the  promifed  good 
be  conferred  upon  me. 

3.  Have  refpect  to  tlie  covenant,  by  having  refpeft  to 
the  oath  of  the  covenant,  Heb.  vi.  17.  The  proraife  is 
confirmed  with  the  oath  of  God;  *'  That  by  two  imniuta- 
'ble  things,  wherein  it  is  impoffible  for  God  to  lye,  we 
might  have  ftrong  confolation,*'  &c.  Now,  'Lord,  wilt 
thou  not  have  refpeCfc  to  thine  own  oath  ?  Haft  thou  not 
fworn  by  thy  holinefs,  thou  wilt  not  lie  unto  David? 

4.  Have  refpect  to  the  covenant,  by  having  a  refpeft 
tothe  properties  of  the  co\'enant.  This  would  be  a  large 
field;  I  fum  it  up  in  a  few  words.  Have  refpeCl  to  the 
covenant;   that  is,  Lord,  have  refpedt  to  the  fulnefs  of 

the 
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the  covenant,  and  let  me  be  fupplied,  for  there  is  enough* 
there;  it  contains  all  my  falvation,  and  ^11  my  dcfire.— ^ 
Have  refpefit  to  the  freedom  of  the  covenant,  and  let  me, 
however  unworthy,  Ihare  of  the  grace,  thart  runs  freely, 
thence. — Have  refpe(Jt  to  the  liability  of  the.  covenant,, 
and  let  me  be  pitied,  though  unftaWe  as  water,  and  in- 
firm, yet  the  covenant  Aands  fail;  remember  thy  word 
that  endures  for  ever. — Have  refpedl  tathe  order  of  the 
covenant,  that  is  well  ordered  in  allthingp,  as  well  as 
lure.  "  Tho'  my  houfe  be  not  lb  with  God,  lays  David, 
yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlaiUng  covenant,  well 
ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure."  Tho'  my  houfe  be  out 
of  order,  and  heart  out  of  order^  and  my  frame  out  of 
order,  and  all  be  in  confufion  with  me,  yet  fee,  according; 
to  thy  covenant,  to  order  all  well. 

IV.  We  proceed  to  lliew  what  kind  of  a  refpe£t  he 
hath  to  the  covenant,  that  we  may  be  the  more  engaged 
to  plead  upon  it. 

1.  He  hath  a  great  and  high  refpedl  to  the  covenant. 
It  is  the  covenant  of  the  great  God,  with  his  great  and. 
eternal  Son,  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  his  great  name; 
and  therefore,  he  cannot  but  have  a  great  and  high  re- 
fpe£l  unto  it.  His  great  name  is  manifefted  in  it;  and 
therefore,  when  we  plead  his  refpeO:  to  the  covenant,  we 
plead,  in  effedt,  faying,  "  What  will  tliou  do  for  thy- 
great  name?" 

2.  He  hath  a  dear  and-lovely  refpeS  to  the  covenant;, 
for,  it  is  the  covenant  of  his  grace  and  love,  wherein  he. 
fhews  his  infinite  love  to  Ghrift,  and  thro*  him  to  a  com- 
pany of  wretched  finncrs.  It  is  a  covenant  of  kindnefs, 
Ifa.  liv.  10.  "  My  kindnefs  Ihall  not  depart  from  thee,  • 
neither  (hall  the  covenant  of  my  p6acebe  removed,  faith 
the  Lord, that  hath  mercy  on  thee;'*  intimating,  hisco- 
venant  of  peace,  is  a  covenant  of  kindnefs,  wherein  he 
manifeds  his  dearell  love;  therefore,  he  hath  a  dear  re* 
fpe£l  to  it. 

3.  He  hath  a  full  refpeft  to  the  covenant,  a  rtfpefl:  tf> 
every  promife  of  it;  Tbey  mre  aii  Tea  and  Jimen^  to  the 
glory  of  God,  z  Cor.i.2o.  He  hath  arefpefit  to  all  of  then* 
becaufe  they  are  all  Yea  and  Amen,  and  becaufe  they 
are  all  ratified  in  QxuQ^  ta  the  ^v^  of  Gad.     He  haifak 
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a  refpefl  to  every  article  of  the  covenant,    •*   Not  a  jot 
Ihall  faH  to  the  ground.'' 

.  4.  He  hath  an  everlafting  refpeft  to  the  covenant; 
therefore,  it  is  called  an  everlafting  covenant :  it  is  fecur- 
ed  by  an  everlalling  righteoufnefs;  it  is  made  between 
everlafting  parties;  it  is  replenifhed  with  everlalling  blef- 
lipigs  ;  it  is  rooted  in  his  everlafting  love  :  therefore  he 
is  ever  mindful,  of  his  covenant,  and  will  never  ceafe  to 
have  a  refpedl  to  it. 

Well  then,  fay  you,  what  need  we  pray  and  plead, 
that  he  would  have  refpedl  to  his  covenant  ?  Why,  if  it 
be  fare  that  he  hath,  and  will  for  ever  have,  a  refpeft 
to  the  covenant,  then  we  may  pray  with  the  more  affar- 
ance  and  confidence  ;  f  >  that  there  is  here  llrong  foot- 
ing for  our  prayer:  but  befides,  when  we  pray,  and  fay. 
Have  refpeEl  unto  the  covenant^  we  fefek,  that  he  would 
Ihew  the  refpeft  that  he  hath  unto  it,  that  he  viroiild  fliew 
and  make  it  manifeft  unto  us,  that  we  may  have  the 
faith  of  it,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  it,  and  the  bleffed  et- 
fefts  of  that  refped  to  it,  in  our  participations  of  the 
bleffings  thereof. 

V.  The  next  thing  was,  To  (hew  why  he  will  have 
refpeft  to  his  covenant;  and  confequently,  whence  it  is 
fuch  a  fuitable  plea  and  argument  for  us.     Why, 

I.  When  he  hath  a  refpett  to  the  covenant,  he  hath 
refpeO:  to  himfelf;  the  franier  of  it  he  owns  himfelf  to  be, 
Pfal.  Ixxxix.  3,  ''  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  mycho- 
fan."  Why  then,  the  ftren^th  of  the  plea  is,  Have  re- 
fpeSl  to  tbti  covenant^  and  fv>  have  refpedt  to  thyfelf,  and 
thy  own  glorious  nawie  and  attributes,  and  let  them  be 
glorified,  in  fliewing  regard  to  the  covenant. — Have  re- 
fpeil  to  thy  wifdom  that  Ihines  in  the  contrivance  of  the 
covenant,  *' The  manifjld  wifJoni  of  God;  yea,  the  wif- 
dom of  G  ;d  in  a  myllery,"  that  here  appears. — Have 
rcfpeft  to  thy  power  that  fliines  in  the  efficacy  of  the  co- 
venant,not  only  fjr  over-powei  ing  principalities  and  pow- 
ers, but  overcoming  thyfelf,  and  the  power  of  thine  own 
wrath,  by  the  p^wer  of  thy  love. — Have  refpedl  to  thy 
holinefs,  that  fhines  in  the  holy  oath  of  Jehovah,  by 
fviich  it  is  confirmed,  aud  the  hdy  obedience  of  Jefua,  by 
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which  it  is  fulfilled;  io  that,  as  by  th^Jinful  difobedience 
of  one,  many  were  made  fitiners,  by  the  Jboly  obedience 
of  another  Glorious  One^  many  are  made  righteous. — 
Have  refpedl  to  thy  juftice,  that  fliines  in  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,  the  facrifice  by  which  juftice  hath  got  coa- 
dign  and  infinite  fatisfaflion. — Have  refpeft  to  thy  mercy 
and  grace,  that  reigns  thro'  this  rightcoufnefs  to  eternal 
life. — Have  refpeft  to  thy  truth  and  faithfulnefs,  that 
lliines  in  accomplifhing  all  the  promifes  of  the  covenant, 
upon  the  ground  of  Chrift's  having  fulfilled  the  condition. 
Plave  refpeft  unto  thy  eternity  and  immutability,  in  the 
unchangeablenefs  of  the  covenant;  fliew  that  thou  art 
God,  and  changed  not. — Thus  Tiave  refpedt  to  thyfelf. 

2.  When  he  hath  refpeft  to  the  covenant,  he  hath  re- 
fpeft  to  his  Son  Christ,  the  centre  of  it,  and  in  whom 
it  ftands  fail,  as  he  owns,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  28. ."  My  cove- 
nant fliall  ftand  faft  with  him.'*  Why  then,  the  lirength 
of  the  plea  is,  Have  refpecl  to  the  covenant^  and  fo  fhew 
refpefil  to  thy  Son:  have  refpeft  to  him  in  his  perfon,  as 
he  is  thy  Son  and  our  Saviour  ;  Immanuel,  God-man  ; 
in  his  divinity,  wherein  he  is  equal  with  God;  in  his  hu- 
manity, wherein  he  is  the  mafter-piece  of  God's  work. 
Have  refpeft  to  him  in  his  purchafe,  which  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  covenant  bought  with  his  blood. — Have 
refpeft  to  his  death  and  refurreftion;  for  thou  loveft  him 
on  this  account,  John  x.  17.  *^  Therefore  doth  the  Father 
love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  I  may  take  it 
up  again;''  where  we  fee  that  Chrift,  as  dying  and  rifing 
in  the  room  of  his  people,  is  the  objeft  of  the  Father's 
love,  delight,  and  efteem. — Have  refpeft  unto  his  inter- 
ceffi^n,  wherein  he  prays  for  all  the  bleffings  of  the  co- 
venant that  he  hath  purchafed:  doth  not  the  Father  hq^ar 
him  always? — Have  refpeft  to  his  commifEon,  which  is 
fealed  by  thee;  for,  '*  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed," 
anointed,  and  authorifed  unto  all  faving  offices,  relations 
and  appearances  :  let  him  get  the  glory  of  all  thefe.  O 
flrong  plea ! 

3.  When  he  hath  refpeft  to  the  covenant,  he  hath  re- 
fpeft  to  his  Spirit,  the  great  applier  of  the  covenant- 
bleflings,  and  executor  of  the  tellament,  fealed  with  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  by  whom  covcnaut-love  vi  <ksftA. 
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abroad  upon  the  lieart,  Rom.  v.  5-  Why  then,  the 
llcengtli  of  die  plea,  ^  Have  ref|>eA  to  the* covenant;" 
that  is,  have  relpecl  ta  thy  own  Spirit,  that  he  may  get 
tlie  glory  ft*  applying  by  his  power,  what  Ghriil  hath  pur- 
chafed  by  Ilia  blood. — Have  rel'pedl  to  the  pronrife  of  tho 
Spirit  that  tiiou  hall  made^  that  when  he  is  come^  he  ihall 
convince  tlie  world  of  iin,  rightcoufnefs  and  judgment,  and 
ieftify  of  Ghrift,  and  glorify  Chritt^  by  fhewin^;  the 
things  of  Chrift. — Have  refpe£l  to  the  offices  of  the  Spi- 
rit,  as  he  is  a  Gonvincer,  Sanftifier,  and  Comforter, 
according  to  the  order  and  method  of  the  covenaot.-*- 
Have  refpedl  to  the  honour  of  the  Spirit,  who  is  the  all 
in  all  of  the  covenant,  in  point  of  power,  and  powerful 
nianifettation,  communication,  and  operation. — Have 
rcfpetl  unto  the  relations  of  the  Spirit,  as  he  Is  ihe  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son;  the  Spirit  of  the  covenant, 
and  of  all  the  covenanted  feed.     Hence, 

4.  When  he  hath  refpeft  to  the  covenant,  he  hath  re- 
fpe£t  to  his  people,  on  the  account  of  the  covenant  of  pro- 
jnife;  for,  ''  They  as  Ifaac  was,  are  the  children  of  pro- 
niife,''  Gal.  iv.  28.  Why  then,  the  ftrength  of  the  plea 
and  argument  here  is,  L^^rd,  Have  refpeSl  to  the  covenant^ 
and  fo  Ihew  regard  and  refpecl  to  us.  We  have  no 
confidence  to  claim  any  refpeft  at  thy  hand,  bat  merely 
upon  the  account  of  the  refpeit  thou  haft  to  thy  cove- 
nant.— Have  refpecl  U  our  perfons  on  this  ground,  fince 
the  covenant  provides  acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  Eph- 
i.  6.  Look  upon  us  in  the  face  of  thine  Anointed,  and 
in  the  glafs  of  the  new  covenant. — Have  refpeft  to  our 
prayers  and  performances  on  this  ground,  fince  the  cove- 
nant hath  provided  much  iucenfe,  to  perfume  the  praj'- 
ers  and  offerings  of  all  faints,  upon  the  golden  altar  that 
is  before  the  throne,  Rev.  viii.  3. — Have  refpedl  to  our 
tears,  when  we  figh  and  groan,  and  mourn  and  weep 
before  thee,  fince  the  covenant  provider  a  bottle  for  our 
tears,  Pfal.  Ivi.  8.  **  Put  thou  my  tears  in  thy  bottle." 
Have  refpecl  to  our  needs  on  this  ground,  when  we  are 
hardened,  that  we  can  neither  pray  nor  weep,  nor  flied  a 
tear,  fince  the  covenant  provides  fupply  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  Phil.  iv.  19.  '*  My  God  fliall  fupply  all  your  need,  • 
according  to  his  riches^  in  glory,  by  Chrift  Jefus." 
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VI.  I  would  now  proceed  to  make  forae  Application 
of  the  fubjefl  in  thefe  four  Inferences. 

I.  Hence  fee  a  mark  and  cliaracler  of  true  believers, 
that  are  fit  for  a  communion-table,  they  are  of  God's 
mind;  he  hath  a  refpedl  to  the  covenant,  and  they  have 
a  refpedl  unto  the  covenant ;  and  hence^they  know  what 
it  is  to  plead  with  God  upon  the  refpeft  that  he  hath 
to  the  covenant :  they  could  not  do  fo,  if  they  had  not 
a  high  refpedl  to  it  tbemfelves;  they  have  fuch  a  refpedt 
to  the  covenant  in  kind  as  God  hath. — They  have  a 
great  refpeft  to  it,  fo  as  they  efteem  it  more  than  all 
things  in  the  world  ;  they  would  not*  give  one  promife 
of  it,  on  which  they  have  been  caufed  to  hope,  f')r  all 
the  gold  of  Ophir. — They  have  a  dear  and  kindly  refpe6t 
to  it,  as  all  their  falvation  and  all  their  defire  ;  yea,  and 
all  their  delight  alfo.  The  word  of  gra^e  is  fweeter  to 
them  than  the  honey  and  the  honey-conlb. — They  have 
a  full  and  univerfal  refpe-fl  unto  it,  and  to  all  the  promifes 
of  it ;  they  refpeft  the  promife  of  purity,  as  well  as  the 
promife  of  pardon ;  the  promife  of  falvation  from  fin, 
as  well,  and  as  much  as  the  promife  of  falvation  from 
hell ;  the  promife  of  holinefs  as  well  as  of  happinefs. 
As  they  have  a  refpeft  to  all  God's  commandments;  fj 
they  have  a  refpe£l  toallGod'spromifes;  and  particularly 
as  David  had  his  golden  pfalms,  fo  they  have  their  gold- 
en promifes  that  they  are  made  to  hing  upon. — Yea, 
they  have  an  everlafl:ing  refpedl  to  the  covenant,  and  to 
the  promifes  thereof,  even  when  their  frame  failjB  them ; 
when  their  fweet  enjoyments  fail  them,  yet  theii^  refj:)e6l 
to  the  covenant  remains,  and  their  refpeft  toth^  Maker 
of  the  covenant,  to  the' Mediator  of  the  covenant,  to 
the  blood  and  oath  of  the  covenant,  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
covenant,  and  to  the  bleflings  and  benefits  of  it.  They 
have  an  everlafting  refped  to  the  grace  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  ;  they  are  adorers  and  admirers  of  free  grace. 
They  have  an  everlafting  refpefil  to,  and  remembrance 
of  the  words  of  the  covenant,  particularly  thefe  words 
that  have  been  let  in  with  any  life  and  power  upon  their 
foul,  or  that  they  have  been  caufed  to  hope  upon;  what- 
ever they  forget,  they  can  never  forget  fuch  a  word. 


454  Fiiitl)^!  Plea  upon  Ser.  LXXXYI. 

that  brou<Tlit  life  to  their  fouls;  "  I  will  never  forget  thy 
words,  f:iys  D:ivid;  f.»r  by  ihem  th-u  hall  qjickencd  me.'* 
They  have  fucli  an  everlaiUng  refpecl  t-.»  the  c.iveaant,  I 
that,  wl«t;u  they  have  nothing  in  the  world  to  trull  to, 
they  will  rely  on  the  covenant,  and  confide  in  fuch  a 
pror.iiie,  and  plead  upon  it,  laying,  Lord,  I:ft7ve  rcfpcS 
to  tbc  I'ovenifjit. 

2.  Ilcnoc  we  may  fee  the  mifery  of  thefe  that  are 
unbelievers,  and  remain  Itrangers  to  the  covenant  of 
promife,  and  h;ive  no  refpect  to  the  covenant.  It  is 
mifery  enouf^h,  thatG^^d  hath  no  rcfpe6t  t^  you  ;  no  re- 
fpecl  t )  your  pcrf -n  or  prayers,  as  it  is  faid,  "  To  Cain 
and  his  oflcrin;:;s  i>(;d  had  n«)  refpecl,"  Gen.  iv.  5.  S) 
Gwd  hath  no  refpeft  either  to  your  perfons  or  perform- 
ances ;  they  are  an  abomination  to  him.  Your  prayers 
to  him  are  but  bke  the  ho\vlin;T  of  a  dog,  if  you  have 
never  taken  h:>!d  of  his  covenant,  nor  feen  the  rclped 
that  God  bath  to  the  covenant.  You  have  no  refpe:t 
to  G  )d,  while  yc.u  have  nn  refpedl  to  that  whifjii  he  re- 
fpecis  fo  highly. — And  as  he  hath  no  refp.etl  to  your 
perfons  or  performances,  fo  he  hath  no  refpecl  to  your 
tears;  they  never  flowed  from  falth'j  views  of  a  pierced 
Chrill. — lie  hath  no  refpctl  to  your  fouls,  the  redemp- 
tion tiicreof  ceafcth  fc^r  ever,  bccaufc  you  have  n-'  dae 
refpett  to  the  Redeemer's  blood  and  righteoufr.efs.— 
He  hull  no  rel'pccl  to  your  communicatinjr  ;  nav,  he 
difappr.^ves  of  it,  and  difjharges  you  to  fit  down  at  hi: 
table,  on  peril  of  eating  and  drinking  your  own  damrii- 
tion.  — God  hath  no  regard  norrefpett  to  your  falvati^jii, 
becauie  you  have  no  regard  nor  refpeft  to  the  Saviour 
lie  liath  j>rovid'jd  and  otitTed.  G.d  thinks  as  little  t) 
(limn  yju,  as  ynu  thi-.fT:  little  to  dilhonour  luin.  Gud 
tiiinks  ar»  lirtlc  of  y^ui,  as  you  think  little  of  fin;  and  h:; 
hath  as  liule  relpea  t>  you,  as  you  have  little  refpeiltJ 
Cliirill:  and  to  the  covenant.  Wo  to  you,  if  you  remain 
in  this  cafe;  f;r  the  day  is  coming,  wherein  Gjd  v»'il!, 
bef )rc  all  the  world,  Iliew  no  more  refpetl  to  you,  than 
tj  fay  to  y.ni.  *'  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfcd,  into  ever- 
lalling  fire,  prepared  f.ir  the  devil  and  his  angels."  But. 
;,.  Cence  we  may  fee  the  happinefs  of  believers,  that 
]i;;-,  ^  fi:ch  a  refpecl:  to  the  covenant,  as  I  was  fpeaking  of, 

?.  ^reat 
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a  great,  dear,  full,  and  perpetual  refpeft  to  it,  and  to 

tlie  Mediator  of  it,  who  have  taken  hold  of  the  cci^enanc 

through  grace,   and  who  knows  what  it  is  to  take  hold 

cf  God  ill  the  covenant,  to  take  hold  of  G(;d  in  a  pro- 

mile,  and  to  hold  him  by  his  word,  and  re!y  upon  him 

in  it,  faying,  Lord,    Have  refpcSl  to  the  covenant;   here 

is  your  great  happinefs,   God  hath  a  ref}Te£l  to   you  : 

What  refpefl;  ?    Even  to  your  perfons  and  offerings,  as 

it  is  faid  of  Abel,  Gen.  iv.  4.  God  had  a  refpedl  to  him 

and  to  his  oflering.     Though  you  be  faying  in  your 

heart.  Oh!  how  can  he  have  a  refpeft  to  me,  black  and 

vile,  and  guilty  me  ?   AVhy  ?  not  for  your  fake  indeed, 

be  it  known  unto  you,  but  for  his  covenant's  fake,  and 

Ills  name  s  fake.    He  hath  a  refpeft  to  your  praying  and 

praifing,  and  communicating;  becaufe  he  hath  a  refpedl 

to  the  covenant. — He  hath  a  refpefil  to  your  name  ; 

though  the  name  of  the  v/icked  fhallrot,  your  name  (hall 

be  in  everlailing  remembrance  ;  for  God  hath  put  his 

name  in  you  ;  fomething  of  Ch rift  in  you,  fomething  of 

the  covenant  in  you.     Some  obferve,    when  Abram's 

name  was  turned  to  Abraham,  that  there  was  fome  of 

the  letters  of  the  name  Jkhovah  put  in  Abram's  name. 

Indeed,  God  gives  the  believer  a  new  name,  that  he  hatli 

a  refpecl  unto. — He  hath  a  refpe6"lto  your  fuits  and  fup- 

plications;  ''  I  have  heard  Ephraim  bemoaning himfelf. 

O  my  dove,  that  art  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  fecret 

places  of  the  ilairs;  let  me  hear  thy  voice,  let  me  fee  thy 

countenance;  fur  fweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance 

iscomely." — Hehatli  a  refpeEt  to  his  beloved  doves,  v/hen 

pouring  out  thfeir  hearts  before  him  ;  that  voice  that  the 

world  laughs  at,  God  hath  a  refpeft  to  it. — He  hath  a 

refpeft  to  your  bipod ;"  Precious  in  his  fight  is  the  blood  of 

his  faints." — He  hath  a  refpeft  to  your  fouls;  and  hence 

he  gave  his  blood  to  be  a  ranfom  for  them ;  and  when 

your  fouls  languilh,  he  fends  his  Spirit  t^)  reftore  them; 

and  when  you  die,  he  will  fend  his  angels  to  bring  thefn 

to  heaven. — He  hath  a  refpeft  to^your  bodies:  you  ought^ 

being  bought  with  a  price,  to  glorify  him  in  your  foul:} 

and  bodies,   which  are  his.     When  your  body  goes  to 

the  duft,  he  will  take  care  of  that  duft,  anfl  lofe  nothini^r 

of  you,  but  raife  you  up  at  the  laft  day,  and  make  ^^v\x 
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"^ile  bodies  like  unto  his  plorioiis  body ;  and  fvj  fiiall  yc 
be  ever  with  the  Lord. — He  hath  a  refpeft  to  j'oii,  fuch 
a  refpecl,  that  he  puts  honour  upon  you  ;  "  Since  thou 
valt  precious  in  my  fight,  thou  haft  been  honourable." 
He  hath  made  you  kings  and  priefts  to  your  God.— 
Jacob  was  crowned  a  prince  on  the  field  of  battle,  the 
field  of  prayer,  when  he  wreftled  with  the  Angel  and 
prevailed  as  a  prince.  The  poor  wreftling  nxan  is  a 
prince,  and  the  poor  wrelUing  woman  a  princefs,  in 
God's  fight;  '*  This  is  the  honour  of  all.  the  faints.'' 
They  have  power  with  God,  therefore  no  wonder  that 
they  have  power  over  tlie  nations,  to  rule  them  with 
a  rrd  of  iron  ;  they  judge  and  torment  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  even  here  :  And  know  you  not,  that  here- 
after the  faints  fliall  judge  the  world?  God  hath  a  refjeft 
to  you,  and  he  \v\\\  fiiew  it  in  due  time;  hecaufe  he  halb 
a  refpe£t  to  the  covenant,  and  filled  your  heart  with  a  re- 
fpe6"l  to  it  alP>. 

4.  Hence  fee  the  duty  incumbent  upon  us  hi  pleading 
with  God  for  his  favour,  prefence,  «nd  blcfiing  ;  let  us  po 
to  him  both  in  fecret  prayer,  and  in  filemn  approaches  to 
liis  table,  crying,  Lord,  ILive  refpeSl  to  the  Covenant.  1 
know  not  a  cafe  you  can  be  in  but  the  covenant  exhibites 
a  cure,  and  you  are  allowed  to  plead  it,  Kzek.  2:xxvi.37. 
Aficr  manyrevz-ccvenant  promifes,  it  is  faid,  **  For  this 
will  1  be  enquired  nf  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  it  f<>r 
them :"  and  how  arc  \\t  to  enquire,  but  by  pleading  the 
refpeO:  he  hath  to  the  covenant. — Have  yow  a  polluted 
heart  with  the  filth  rf  fm,  a  polluted  confcience  with  tlie 
guilt  of  fm  ?  "Why,  here  is  an  article  of  the  coverart; 
"  I  will  fprinkle  clean  v/ater  upon  you,  and  j'e  fliall  be 
clean  :  from  all  your  fjlthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols 
will  I  clcnnfe  you,"  ver.  25.  O  then,  go  to  God  for  cleanf- 
ing,  and  plead,  faying,  O  Lord,  Have  refpeFt  to  tte  Ccve- 
rnnt. — Ilave  you  the  old  hard  ftony  heart  ftill  within 
you,  and  would  you  have  it  renewed  and  fofteiied?  Here 
IS  an  article  of  the  covenant,  **  A  new  heart  will  I  give 
3^ou,  and  a  new  Spirit  will  I  put  within  you  ;  I  will  take 
away  the  flf-ny  heart  cut  of  your  flefn,  and  I  will  give 
you  an  heart  of  flefli."  O  then,  go  to  God,  and  plead  it, 
faying.  Have  refpe^  to  the  Covenant. — Are  you  deflitutc 
of  the  Spirit^  fen{ua\,  r.ot  \\t.\\ti^NX\^^^vc\\.\    \i<^  ^ou 
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find  fuch  a  want  of  the  Spirit,  that  you  carmct  walk  in 
'Gcd'j  way  ?  Well,  there  is  an  article  of  the  covenant 
here,  ver.  27.  *'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and 
cauib  ycu  to  walk  in  my  llatutes."  O  plead  for  thii 
great  blefling,and  fay.  Lord,  Have  nfptEl  to  tke Covenant. 
lii  a  word,  when  you  confidcr  v^hat  kind  of  a  fmner 
ycu  are,  confider  alfu  what  kind  of  a  covenant  this  is  ; 
it  i3  enough  to  fay,  that  it  is  a  covenant  of  grace,  (f  all 
llrls  of  grace,  for  all  forts  of  finners  that  are  out  of  hell. 
Are  ycu  under  dreadful  guilt  ?  Here  is  a  covenant  of 
pardoning  grace,  faying,  ^*  I  will  blot  out.thyfin  as  a  cloud, 
and  thy  tranfgreflion  as  a  thick  cloud:  return  to  me,  for  I 
have  redeemed  thee,"Ifa.  xliv.  22.  O  then  plead  he  may 
have  refpedlto  the  covenant. — Are  you  under  fearful  pol- 
lutions? O  here  u  a  covenant  of  purifying  grace,  faying, 
*•*  There  is  a  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and 
■the  inliabitunts  of  Jerufalem,for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs." 

0  then,  plead  he  may  have  refpe£t  to  the  covenant. — 
Are  you  in  darknefs  and  ignorance, having  no  knowledge 
of  God  ?  O  here  is  acovenant  of  enlightening  grace,  faying, 
**  They  fliall  be  all  taught  of  God.''  O  then  plead  it,  fay- 
ing, Lord,  Have  refpeSl  to  the  Covenant. — Are  you  unddr 
deadnefs,  and  like  dead  and  dry  bones?  O  here  is  a  covc- 

*iiant  of  quickening  grate,  faying, ''  I  am  come  to  give  life, 
and  to  give  it  more  abundantly.  The  hour  coracth,  when 
the  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they 
that  hear  Ihall  live."  O  then  plead  that  he  may  have  re- 
ipeft  to  the  covenant.-7-Are  you  in  confufion,  and  know 
nt.t  what  way  to  take?  O  here  is  a  covenant  of  diredliog 
grace,  faying,'*  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know 
not;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known  : 

1  will  make  darknefs  light  before  them, andcrocked  things 
llraight." — Are  you  under  fad  plagues  and  foul-difeafes, 
over-run  with  fores  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  folc 
of  the  foot?  Ghere  is  a  covenant  of  healing  grace,  faying, 
*'  The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  Ihall  arife  with  healing  in  his 
wings. — I  am  the  Lord  that  healeth  ihee. — Iwill  heal  your 
backflidings."  O  then  plead,  faying,  Lord,  Have  refpeSl 
to  the  Covenant. — Are  you  in  extreme  danger  i  J  hell  and 
damnation,  becaufe  of  your  fin  and  guilt?  O  here  is  a 
covenant  of  delivering  grace,  faying,  **  Deliver  his  fotil 
froja  going  dovia  to  the  pit,  forl\^^N^  lQM\i^'a.\'^'^^\£w:^'^ 
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O  then,  plead  it,  and  fay,  Lord,  Hiive  refpe^  to  lU 
C^ven.iut. — Are  ycu  in  bondage  unto  fin,  Satan,  and 
the  WijflJ,  a  captive  unto  Iwlts,  and  fiiut  up  in  unbelief 
a.;  in  a  ])riron  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  of  liberating 
j^ractr!  Pr  claiming  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  open- 
ixvx,  ^r  ii:e  prlf.n  to  them  that  are  bound. — Are  you  a 
ilupid  ll^ul,  tliat  cannot  move  toward  God,  nor  ftir 
heaven-ward,  by  reafon  of  a  backward  will,  like  a 
bra:^en  gate,  that  refills  all  the  force  of  moving  means? 
V/ell,bLit,0!  here  is  a  covenant  of  drawing  grace,  faying, 
IVbcn  I  tim  Ufted  up^  I  kv^II  dra^a)  all  men  unto  me.  As  tlie 
p  /vvcr  and  virtue  of  ihe  h-ad-llone  draws  the  iron,  fo  the 
virtue  of  an  exalted  Chriil  dravvs  the  iron  bar  of  the  will; 
7'b  y  people  JJjall  be  billing  in  tbc  day  of  thy  powder,  O  then, 
plead  it,  fayinr,  L^rd,  Hjve  reJpcSl  to  the  Covenant. 

V»^liat  other  c  )ncerns  have  yi'U? — Are  you  concerned 
f  r  \-^u'*  cliilch-en,  that  ihey  may  be  partakers  of  cove- 
iianr.bltjTmp:s,  and  faved  of  the  Lord  ?  O  here  is  a  cove- 
riatit  <  f  extc-nlivc  grace,  intailing  bleffings  o^n  ns  and  our 
cffjpring,  fa\  ing,  ^'  I  will  be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy 
feed."  O  then,  look  to  God  in  behalf  of  your  children, 
fayinp^,  L'>rd,  Have  rcfpcEl  to  the  covenant. — Are  you 
c  ;n.:erned  for  the  church,  and  the  dangerous  circuni- 
flances  flie  is  into  by  reafon  of  cruel  enemies?  This  feems 
t'^  be:  the  great  concern  of  the  pfalmiil  here,  as  appears 
fro'ii  tlie  b  )dy  of  the  pfalm,  and  the  words  following  the 
t'jxt:  ''  For  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full  of  the 
habitations  of  cruelty.'*  Thefe  that  live  in  the  darknefs 
r;ri,<niorance  and  ern^,  and  in.tlie  works  of  darknefs,  are 
fall  of  cruelty  a'^ainll:  the  church  and  people  of  God, 
Q'ld  they  are  fu.rounded  with  .them,  in  fo  much  that 
the  church  i::  like  a  lily  anionnj  tiiorns,  or  a  flieep  among 
v/olve.^;  AVhat  fhall  become  of  it?  Why,  here  is  a  cove- 
niMt  of  defence,  and  of  defending  and  protedling  grace, 
fayin2;,  ''  Upon  all  the  glory  there  fliall  be  a  defence;" 
therefore,  even  when  enemies  break  down  the  carved 
work  with  axes  and  hammers,  ver.  6.;  when  they  are  call- 
ing fire  into  the  fandluary,  ver.  7. ;  when  they  are  faying. 
Let  us  deftroy  them  to^retber,  ver.  8.:  Yea,  when  it  fhall 
come  to  this,  that  a  bloc^dy  fv/ord  that  is  raging  abroad, 
fliall  come  over  to  us  ^,   and  that  foreign  or  domeftic 
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enemies^  or  both,  fhail  devour  Bnddeftroy,  and,  perhaps, 
burn  up  all  the  fynag^'gues  of  God  iii'the  land,  as  it  is, 
ver.  8.;  and  when  we  Ihall  not  lee  our  figns,  and  there 
is  no  m'ore  any  proj)hct,  nor  any  among  us  that  know 
the  time  how  long,  ver.  9.  In  all  iuch  cafes,  what  courfe 
fliall  we  take,  but  that  of  the  pfalmilt  here?  Lord,  Have 
rcJpeSh  unto  the  covenants 

Are  you  concerned  about  inward  enemies,  fpiritual 
enemies,  and  m-lelled  with  the  powers  of  darknefs?  Is 
your  heart  full  of  tlie  habitations  of  cruelty,  and  fearfully 
inhabited  with  cruel  devils,  cruel  lulls,  cruel  corruptions 
that  mailer  and  conquer,  and  prevail  againfl  you,  fo  as 
you  ly  many  a  time  wounded  and  dead  at  the  enemy's 
feet  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  of  fm-conquering  grace,  not 
only  a  c  wenant  of  mercy  to  your  foul,  but  of  vengeance 
to  your  lulls,  faying,  "  The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine 
lieart,  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come,".  Ifa.  Ixiii.  4. 

0  then,  impl;)re  the  promifed  vengeance  on  all  your  cruel 
foul-enemies,  faying.  Lord,  Hav^  refpe6l  to  the  covenant. 

Are  you  oncerned  about  your  foul-poverty  and  indi- 
gency, not  only  as  -opprefTed  with  enemies  without  and 
within,  but  oppreffed  with  wants  and  neceffities,  being 
abfolutely  poor  and  needy,  and  deflitute  of  all  good  ?  O 
here  is  a  covenant  or  foul-fupplying  grace,  and  of  all 
needful  provifion,  faying,  *'When  the  poor  and  needy  feek 
>vater,and  there  is  none, and  their  tongue  failethfor  third, 

1  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Jacob  will  not  for- 
fake  them ;  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfly,  and 
fl  jods  upon  the  dry  ground."  O  then, plead  the  covenant, 
as  the  pfalmift  here  in  the  following  verfe,  *'0  let  not  the 
oppreffed  return  afliamed:  let  the  poor  and  needy  praife 
thy  name,"      Have  refpeSi  unto  the  covenant. 

In  a  word,  let  your  cafe  be  the  worll  cafe  out  of  hell, 
this  covenant  contains  all  falvation,  as  a  covenant  of 
grace  4  of  all  grace,  of  all  forts  of  grace,  for  all  forts  of  fin- 
ners,  and  of  all  forts  of  cures  for  all  forts  of  cafes;  and  if 
you  can  get  yourfelf  wrapt  within  the  bond  of  this  cove- 

and.  as  formerly  obfcrvcd,  Vol.  HI.  p.  497,  onr  own  naiion  was  ahrmcd  wlcli 
an  open  rupture  wiih  the  court  of  Spain  ;  who,  as  wrs  ilicn  coufitl?<|fly  f.fTir.n- 
f  d.  iLid  eni'-red  into  a  tbrinidable  alliance  wiili  different  Powers,  in  order  to 
recover  Gibralrer  and  Port-mahon :  and  to  favour  their  deii^rns  iho  brtrer,  p.^ve 
put,  that  their  intention  was  to  invade  Britain,  and  (ilacc  the  Pttt'dwdvi';  Vivvvw^ei. 
thione. — However,  this  rupture  did  not  adu^iW'^  \;vVt  \»\\ct,>l^>^\^  ^i"*-'^  ^~rj^ 
nor  the  attempt  to  inthronc  the  Pretender,  u\\  iVv^i  'j^^x  ^1^5. 
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nant,  by  believing  and  pleading  it;  then  you  draw  Gcd 
upon  your  interelt,  To  that  your  concern  is  his  concern, 
your  interell  is  his  interell,  your  caufe  is  his  caufe,  as 
the  plalmiil  Ihews  here,  ver.  22.  "  Arile,  O  Gcd,  plead 
thine  own  caufe."  It  Hands  upon  his  honour,  and  he 
will  do  his  own  work  in  his  own  time.  If  ever  you  got 
grace  to  draw  a  bill  upon  God,  as  a  covenant-promifing 
God  in  Chrill,  and  have  any  bills  lying  tabled  before 
the  throne,  and  are  fometimes  unable  to  plead  and 
purfue  the  bill,  with  a  Lord,  Have  refpedl  unto  the  Cove- 
fidut :  you  have  the  llrongelt  encouragement  to  wait  on 
him,  and  expecl  his  anfwering  the  bill  in  due  time;  for 
he  will  rather  work  marvelloully,  and  create  new  worlds, 
rather  tiirn  all  things  to  nothing,  than  quit  his  concern 
in,  or  give  up  with  his  refpetl  unto  the  covenant. 

Are  you  concerned  for  the  advancement  of  the  king, 
d  )ni  of  Chrill  in  the  earth  asyou  ought  to  be?  Here  is 
a  covenant  of  grace  to  the  Jews,  and  grace  to  the  Gen- 
tiles  ;  grace  to  the  heathen  nations,  faying,  **  I  will  ^ve 
thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thypofleflion." — Are  you  concerned 
about  generations  to  come,  about  the  rifing  generation, 
when  there  is  little  hope  of  the  prefent  ?  O  !  here  is  a 
covenant  of  grace  to  fucceeding  generations  till  the  end 
of  the  world,  faying,  *'  I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  re« 
membered  in  all  generations;  therefore  the  people  fliall 
praife  thee  for  ever  and  ever." 

Are  you  concerned  about  your  latter-end,  and  how  it 
fliall  fare  with  you  when  in  the  fwellings  of  Jordan,  how 
you  will  fight  the  lall  battle  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  cf 
death-conquering  grace,  faying,  "  Death  fhall  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  viftory  :  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague  ! 
O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftruftion!" — Arc  you  concerned 
about  a  gofpel-miniftry,  and  thoughtful  whether  it  fhall 
be  continued  ?  There  is  many  a  word  in  this  covenant 
about  it;  but  efpecially  that,  Chrift  is  exalted  to  main- 
tain and  fupport  a  gofpel-difpenfation  to  the  end  of  the  world 
Mat.  xxviii.  20.  Whatever  fpot  of  the  earth  he  chufes 
or  refufes,  he  having  afcended  on  high,  hath  received 
gifts  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebellious  alfo,  that  the  Lord 
God  might  dwell  amotv^  tUem,  Pfalm  Ixviii.  18. 
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SERMON    LXXXVIL 

FAITH'S  PLEA  upon  GOD's  WORD  *. 

2  Sam.  vii.  25. 
— Do  as  tbou  baft  fai4. 

T^  AVID  was  a  ftrong  believer ;  and  it  were  our  great 
-^-^  advantage  to  follow  him  in  bis  faith :  and  in  this 
word  that  I  fix  upon  to  fpeak  to,  there  are  two  ways 
wherein  his  faith  works,  i.  By  believing  the  divine 
word,  Thou  haft  faid  lb  and  fo.  2.  By  pleading  the  ac*- 
compliftiment  thereof.  Do  as  tbou  baft  f aid. 

1.  Faith  works  by  believing  his  word,  Tbou  baft  faid. 
The  obje£t  and  ground  of  faith  is  the  divine  faying;  and 
faith  rells  upon  a  Thus  faith  the  Lord;  it  is  not  upon  e 
Thus  faith  a  man^  or  Thus  faith  a  miniftcr ;  nay,  nor 
Thus  faith  an  anguL  Divine  faith  can  ftand  only  upon 
a  divine  teftimony;  '*  Thus  faith  the  Lord;  thou  haft 
faid.'*  If  ycu  have  faith  then,  you  have  received  the 
word,  not  as  the  word  of  man,  bi^t,  as  it  is  indeed,  the 
word  of  God,  which  effectually  works  in  you  that  be- 
lieve. Faith  afts  by  taking  God's  word,**  Thou  haft  faid; 
thou  haft  promifed;  thou  haft  fpoken  in  thy  holinefs." 

2.  Faith  a£ts  by  pleading  the  accompliihment  of  the 
promife.  Do  as^  tbou  baft  faid.  God  is  not  a  fpeaker 
only,  but  a  doer;  he  is  not  a  promifer  only,  but  a  per- 
former: and  faith  looks  to  a  promifing  God^  that  he 
may  be  a  performing  God ;  and  fo  puts  him  to  hi« 
word* 

*  This  was  an  evening-cxerche  on  a  preparation-chiy,  before  the 
celebration  of  the  facramcflt  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  at  Burniiiland, 
in  the  year  1733. 
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Observ.  That  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  true  faith,  to  tal«| 
God's  word,  and  to  put  him  to  it. 

In  the  illuilralicn  of  this  doftiinal  propofition,  wcl 
would  incline,  through  divine  aid,  to  eflay  briefly  the] 
following  things. 

I.  To  fliew,  that  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  faith  to  take  1 
God's  word. 

II.  That  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  faith  to  put  him  to  his 
wurd. 

III.  How  faith  takes  God's  word. 

IV.  How  it  pleads  the  accomplifliment  of  the  promife. 

V.  Whence  is  this  the  bufinefs  of  faith  to  take  God  at 
his  word,  and  to  put  him  to  his  word. 

VI.  Make  application  of  the  whole. 

I.  V/e  are  firfl;  to  ftiew,  That  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  faith 
to  take  God's  word,  or  to  take  him  at  his  word  :  this  is 
plain,  becaufe  the  word  is  the  immediate  objedl  of  faith. 
We  have  no  other,  i^lafs  wherein  to  fee  God  favingly^  but 
his  word,  particularly  his  word  of  grace  and  promife, 
Rom.  X.  8.  ''  Say  not,  Who  fhall  afcend  to  heaven? 
that  is,  to  bring  Chrifl:  down  from  above;  or.  Who  Ihall 
defcend  into  tlie  deep?  that  is,  to  bring  up  Chrifl  again 
from  the  dead.  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thjr 
mouth  and  in  thy  heart:  fo  then,  faith  comes  by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God."  Faith  is  a  relative 
w.:rd,  it  relates  to  the  faithfulnefs  of  thefpeaker;  be- 
lieving relates  to  a  word  to  be  believed.  That  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  faith  to  trull:  in  the  word  of  God,  is  evident 
from  the  whole  fcripture.  How  many  times,  Pfal.  cxix. 
doth  the  pfalmifl  fpeak  of  trufting  in  his  word,  and  hop- 
ing in  his  word,  and  rejoicing  in  his  word,  and  fo  tak- 
ing him  at  his  word? 

II.  We  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  Ihew,  That  it  is 
the  bufinefs  of  faith  to  put  him  to  his  word,  or  to  plead 
the  accomplilhment  of  his  word,  that  he  would  do  as  he 
had  faid:  this  is  evident  from  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  *'  Remem- 
ber tJie  word  unto  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  haft 
caiifed  me  to  hope."  And  how  many  times  doth  he  plead 
with  God,  to  do  to  him  according  to  his  word?  "  Quick- 
en 
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en  me  according  to  thy  word,"  ver.  25.  Again  and  a- 
gain  we  have  this  repeated,  as  ver.  107.  154.  *'  Strength- 
en me,  according  to  thy  word;  ver.  28.  Save  me,  ac- 
cording to  thy  word,  ver.  41.  Be  merciful  to  me,  acccr- 
ing  to  thy  word,  ver.  58.  Deal  well  with  thy  fervant, 
according  to  thy  word,  ver.  56.^  Let  thy  merciful  kind- 
nefs  be  my  comfort,  according  to  thy  word,  ver.  76. 
Uphold  me,  according  to  thy  word,  ver.  116.  Give  me 
underftanding,  according  to  thy -wox^d,  ver.  169.  De- 
liver me,  according  to  thy  vvord,"  ver.  170. — All  comers 
to  this,  Do  as  tbou  baft  f aid, 

III.  We  proceed  now  to  fhew.  How,  or  in  v;hat  man- 
ner, faith  takes  the  word  of  God. 

1.  It  takes  it  by  an  intelligent  apprehenfion  of  it  in  the 
iinderftanding.  The  man  is  taught  of  God,  and  gets  hiB 
eyes  opened,  to  fee  the  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation;  he  fees  it  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  a  word 
ipoken  in  feafon  to  his  weary  foul.  They  will  never  take 
the  word  by  faith  that  do  not  underftand  it;  Philip  faid 
to  the  Eunuch,  Underjtandtft  thou  nabat  thou  readeft  ? 
So  we  may  fay,  Underftandeft  thou  what  thou  heareft  ? 
Are  your  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  wonders  of  his  law  or 
d-£lrine;  to  fee  the  glory  of  Chrift  held  out  to  you  in  the 
word  ? 

2.  Faith  takes  the  word  of  God  by  a  particular  appli- 
cation of  it  with  the  heart;  infomuch  that  it  is  a  cordial 
apprehenfion,  a  cordial  aiient  that  is  given  to  the  word  ; 
Whb  tbe  heart  man  bcUevetb  unto  rigbteoufnefs.  Saving 
light  goes  to  the  heart.  Many  have  only  their  heads 
enlightened,  their  judgments  informed,  but  not  their 
hearts  engaged,  nor  their  afFefticns  captivated.  Faith 
is  a  cordial  applying  the  word,  and  that  particularly  to 
the  man's  own  benefit ;  whether  we  call  it  affurance  pr 
not,  it  cotnes  to  the  fame  thing  :  as  when  in  conviftion 
the  threatening  is  applied,  the  man  trembles  under  the 
fear  of  hell  and  wrath,  becaufe  he  applies  the.  law-threat- 
ening to  himfelf,  faying,  I  am  the  man  to  whom  this 
threatening  is  fpoken:  fo,  in  the  day  of  converfion,  or 
believing,  the  promife  is  applied,  the  man-  is  relieved 
with  the  view  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  in  Chritt, 
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beci^ale.  be  applies  the  gofpel-promife  to  hirafelf,  faying, 
**  I  am  the  man  to  whom  this  promife  is  fpoken,-  and  I 
'**  receivQ  and  rell  upon  Chrilt  for  falvation,  as  he  is 
**  prcimifed  or  offered  to  me  in  this  gofpel;  To  me  is  this 
♦*  Hsord  of.falvationy  And  if  the  man  did  not  take  it 
to  himfelf,  there  would  be  no  end  of  believing  at  alt. 
But  then, 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was,  To  ftiew  how 
iFaith  pleads  the  accomplifhment  cf  the  promife. 

1.  It  pleads  upon  the  mercy  that  made  the  promife, 
that  it  is  everlalling  mercy,  unchangeable  mercy;  "  The 
Lord,  the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious.'* 

2.  It  pleads  upon  the  truth  that  is  to  make  out  the 
promife;  it  is  called,  *'  The  truth  to  Jacob,  and  the  mer- 
cy to  Abraham,"  Mic.  vii.  20.;  that  his  name  is  faith- 
ful and  true. 

3.  It  pleads  upon  the  power  of  the  promlfer,  ^*  Being 
JFilUy  perfuaded,  that  he  that  hath  promifed  is  able  to  per- 
.form;"  that  he  hath  not  out-promifed  his  own  promife, 
bf  faid  what  he  caHnot  do. 

4.*It  pleads  upon  the  blood  of  the  covenant  that  feals  all . 
the  promifes  thereof;  hence  they  are  all  Yea  and  Ameu 
in  Chrift  Jefus. 

5.  It  pleads  upon  the  love  of  God  to  Chrift;  this  Is  to 

?ray  in  his  name,  that  God,  for  the  love  he  bears  to 
Jhrift,  would  do  as  he  hath  faid. 

6.  It  pleads  upon  the  unchangeablenefs  of  God  and  of 
his  word;  that  his  word  endures  for  ever,  and  that  he 
is  God,  and  changes  not,  therefore  the  fons  of  Jacob  are 
iiot  confumed. 

7.  In  a  word,,  it  pleads  upon  his  oath,  Heb.  vi.  ro. 
**  God  willing  more  abundantly  to  ftiew  unto  the  heirs  of 
promife,  the  immutability  of  his  counfel,  hath  confirmed 
it  by  an  oath;  that  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which 
it  was  impoflible  for  God  to  lye,  we  might  have  Ilrong 
CcJnfolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon 
the  help  fet  before  us.'* 

8.  And  laftly,  it  pleads  upon  his  name;  *' What  wilt 
thou  not  do  for  thy  great  name?'* 

V.  The 
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:;        V.  The  fifth  thing  propofcd  was,  To  fliew  whence  is 
.^    this  the  biifinefs  of  faith  to  take   God  at  his  word,   and 
i    to  put  him  to  his  word.     Why,  becaufe, 
i  I.  It  is  the  end  and  defign  of  God,  in  giving  his  word; 

{  **  Thefe  things  are  written,  (and  fpoken,)  that  we  may 
;  believe  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing,  we  might 
i  have  life  in  his  name,"  John  xx.  3 if  The  gofpel  is 
i      preached  in  vain,  if  men  do  not  take   God  at  his  Word, 

and  then  hang  upon  it. 

2.  Becaufe  thus  we  glorify  God;  and  the  more  w€ 

reft   upon  the  divine  word,   the  more  we  glorify  him  ; 

*'  Abraham  was  ftrong  in  faith,   giving  glory  to  God.'^ 
.  We  give  him  the  honour  of  his  truth,  and  other  perfec- 

tions  this  way. 
J.  Becaufe  thus  we  engage  the  honour  of  God  upon 

our  fide,  when  we  put  him  to  his.  word;  his  honour  is 
i.  engaged,  "  He  cannot  deny  himfelf." 
1  4.  Becaufe  faith  hath  no  other  way  of  living,  but  up- 
!•  on  the  word  of  God;  "  Man  liveth  not  by  bread  alone, 
f  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of.  the  mouth  of 
f  G.id.  Thy  word  was  found  of  me,  and  I  did  eat  it. 
\  This  is  my  comfvort  in  my  affliclion,  thy  word  hath 
\      quickened  me," 

VI.  The  lad  thing  propofed  was  the  application  of  the 
fubjeSt,  which,  indeed,  was  the  principal  thing  intend- 
ed. Here  is  a  fit  exercife  before  the  folemn  coiqmunion- 
work,  to  go  to  God  a,nd  fay,  O  do  as  tbou  haft  Jaid. 
Gonfider  what  he  hath  faid,  and  .take  him  at  his  word, 
I  and  put  him  to  it,  that  he  would  do  to  you  accordingly. 
Whatever  your  cafe  be,  furely  tbQre  is  fome  word  re- 
lative to  it. 

Some  may  be  thinking,  alas!  God  hath  fajd  nothing 
to  me,  that  I  may  put  him  to  liis  word.  Why,  man, 
if  the  gofpel,  that  is  in  this  Bible,  be  preached  to  you, 
and  if  there  be  any  word  of  grace  therein  fuitable  t« 
your  cafe,  then  put  not  away  the  word,  from  you,  but 
take  it,  and  plead  upon  it,  that  God  vvould  do  as  he  hath 
faid.  If  you  can  fee  any  word  of  promife  fuited  to 
your  cafe,  and  to  your  need,  then  put  tp.your  hand  by 
faith,  and.  lay  hol4.upQQ  his  WQrd* 
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Oh!  fay  you,  is  there  any  word  from  God  about  hiy 
cafe,  who  ara  a  poor  needy  creature,  like  to  ftarve  for. 
want  of  a  fpiritual  meal  and  a  hearty  draught  of  the  liv- 
ing waters  that  go  out  from  Jerufalem  ?  What  hath  God 
faid,  or  hath  he  laid  any  thing  concerning  me  ?  Yea,  he 
hath  faid,  Ifa.  xli.  17,  18.  *'  When  the  pof-,r  and  needy 
feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for 
third,  I,  the  Lord,  will  hear  them,  I,  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
will  not  forfakethem.  1  will  open  rivers  in  dry  places, 
and  fountains  in  the  midfl  of  the  valleys.  1  will  make  the 
wildernefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry  lands  fprings  of 
water.'*  Hath  he  faid  fo?  Then  take  him  at  his  word, 
and  put  him  to  it,'faying.  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

Oh!  but  is  there  any  word  from  God  "for  me,  who 
have  been  long  waiting  about  ordinances,  and  never  yet 
feen  his  glory,  as  I  would  defire  to  fee  it  ?  What  hath  he 
faid  concerning  me?  Why,  he  hath  faid,  that  he  waits 
that  he  may  be  gracious;  that  he  is  a  God  of  judgment, 
and  bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  hiin,.Ifa.  xxx.  i3. 
He  hath  faid,  "  The  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time,  but 
at  the  end  it  will  fpeak,  and  not  lye  :  though  it  tarry, 
wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely  come,  and  not  tarry," 
Hab.  ii.  3.  Hath  he  faid  fo?  Then  take  him  at  his  word, 
and  put  him  to  it,  faying,  Do  as  thou  baft  faid. 

But  is  there  any  word  from  Gjd,  concerning  my  cafe, 
that  find  my  confcience  challenging  me  for  prodigious 
guilt;  there  was  never  fuch  a  guilty  perfon  on  the  face  of 
the  earth?  Are  you  groaning  under  guilt  ?  Hear  what  he 
fays,  Heb.  viii.  12.  ''  I  will  be  merciful  to  your  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  and  your  fins  and  iniquities  will  I  remember 
no  more.  Ifa.  xliii.  25.  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blotteth 
out  thy  tranfgreflions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not 
remember  thy  fins.*' — O  then!  take  hold  of  his  word, 
wherein  he  proclaims  indemnity,  and  put  him  to  it,  fay- 
ing. Lord,  Do  as  thou  baft  faid. 

.  But,  fays  another,  is  there  any  word  from  God  con- 
cerning me,  that  am  compaffed  about  with  fuch  ftrong 
corruptions,  and  conquering  lufts,  that  fin  gets  the  maf- 
tery  of  me?  Would  you  be  delivered  ?  Hear  what  he 
fay 5,  Mic.  vii.  19.  *'  He  will  fubdue  our  iniquities,  and 
ca/lall  our  fins  into  the  depths  of  the  fea.     Rom.  vi.  14. 

Sin 
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Sin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  you;  f<T  ye  are  not 
under  the  law  but  under  grace.  liai  Ixiii.  4.  The  day 
of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  Re- 
deemed is  come." — Hath  he  promifed  to  take  vengeance 
on  your  lufts  ?  Then  take  him  at  his  word,  faying,  O 
Do  as  thou  baftfaid. 

■  But  is  there  any  word  to  me,  that  am  fuch  a  filthy 
xnonfter,  fuch  a  polluted  creature  in  heart  and  way,  that 
am  tiinking,  as  it  v/ere,  in  the  grave  of  fm?  He  hath  faid, 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "From  all  your  filthinefs  and  from  all 
your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you.  Zeih.  xiii.  1.  There  is  a 
fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerulalem,  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs."  Is 
there  a  promife  of  cleanfing?  Then  take  him  at  his  word 
and  cry.  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  f aid. 

But  is  there  any  word  to  me  a  backflider,  a  grievous 
revolter,  that  many  times  after  vows  have  made  inquiry? 
my  promifes  and  rcfc^lutions  have  been  hut  paper- walls 
before  the  fire  of  temptation?  Are  you  afilidled  with  this 
and  would  have  relief?  Behold,  he  fays,  Jer.  iii.  22. 
**  Return  ye  backlliding  children,  and  I  will  heal  your 
backflidings.  Hof.  xiv.  4.  I  will  heal  your  backflidings, 
and  luve  you  freely.  I  will  be  as  the  dew  to  IfraeU" — 
Hath  he  laid  fo?  Then  let  your  heart  fay,  Lord,  Do  as 
tbou  baft  f aid? 

But  what  doth  God  fay  to  me,  that  have  no  ftrength 
for  any  duty  or  difficulty,  that  am  weak  like  water  ? 
Would  you  have  relief  in  this  cafe  ?  God  fays,  2  Cor. 
xii.  9.  "  My  grace  fhall  be  fufficient  for  thee,  and  my 
ftrength fliall  be  madeperfefl  in  thy  weaknefs.  ira.xl.26. 
He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no 
might  he  increafeth  ftrength." — Doth  he  fay  fo?  Then 
put  him  to  his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  f aid. 

But  is  there  any  word  concerning  me,  that  am  brought 
to  a  ^reat  difficulty,  and  know  not  what  to  do,  or  what 
hand  to  turn  me  to :  I  am  ftraitened  what  courfe  to  take  ? 
doth  God  fay  any  thing  to  itie?  Yea,  he  doth:  Ifa.xln.  19. 
"  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not;  I  will 
lead  them  in  a  path  that  they  have  not  known.  I  will  make 
darknefs  light  bef(»re  them,  and  crooked  things  ftraight* 
Ifa.  XXX.  22.  Thine  cars  fliall  hear  a  voice  behind  thee, 

fay- 


468  Faith's  Plea  upon        Ser.  LXXXVIL 

faying,  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it.  I  will  guide 
thee  by  my  counfel." — Doth  he  fay  fo?  Then  put  him 
to  his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tb.u  baft /aid. 

But  what  fays  God  to  a  poor  foul  that  is  harafled  with 
the  temptations  of  the  devil,  and  ready  to  be  deflroyed 
with  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one?  God  fays,  •'  J 
will  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent.  Rom.  xvi.  20.  The 
God  of  peace  Ihall  bruife  Satan  under  your  feet  ftiortly. 
For  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifefted,  to  deftroy 
"the  works  of  the  devil. ^' — Hath  he  begun  to  deftroy  him,  • 
and  hath  he  faid,  Thou  flialt  bruife  him  under  thy. feet? 
Then  put  him  to  his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft 
faid. 

Alas!  bat  what  fays  God  to  a  poor  deftitute  creature, 
and  hath  nothing,  no  good,  no  grace,  no  light,  no  life, 
no  ftrength?  He  fays,  Phil.  iv.  19.  **  My  God  fhall  fup- 
ply  all  your  wants,  according  to  his  riches  in  glory,  by 
Chrift  Jefus.  Pfal.  ix.  18.  The  needy  fhall  not  always, 
be  forgotten;,  the  expedlation  of  the  poor  fhall  not  perifh. 
for  ever.  There  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  in  your 
Father's  houfe." — Hath  he  faid  fj?  O  then!  put  him  to 
his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

But  what  fays  God  to  me,  that  am  longing,  earneftly 
longing  for  fome  tafte  of  his  goodnefs,  fome  communion 
and  fellowfliip  with  him?  Why,  God  fays  to  you,  that 
he  will  fatisfy  the  longing  foul,  and  fill  the  hungry  with 
good  things.  [Mat.  v.  6.  '*  BlefFed  are  they  that  hunger 
a.nd  thirft  after  righteoufnefs;  for  they  fliall  be  filled*" 
Hath  he  faid  fo?  Then  let  your  heart  fay,  Lord,  Do  as 
tbou  baft  faid. 

Oh!  but  is  there  any  word  for  one  that  hath  a  quite 
Qther  cafe  to  tell  you  of,  that  hath  no  longing  defire,  no 
hunger,  no  thirft,  tfiat  hath  as  much  need  as  any  long- 
ing foul  here  ;  but  I  have  no  fpiritual  longing*  not  fj 
much  as  a  defire,  but,  like  the  parching  eartlv,  the  dry 
ground,  that  can  have  no  a£live  thirft,  but  hath  many  a 
wide  cleft?  God  fays,  Ifa.  xliv.  3,4.  '*  I  will  pour  wa- 
«r  on  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground; 
even  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  blcffing  upon  thine 
ofEspring.  They  fliall  grow  up  as  among  the  grafs,  as  wil- 
lows by  the  \vater-courfes."--^HaYe  you  no  other  thirft, 
-    '   ..  "  but 
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but  like  that  of  the  dry  ground,  and  hath  lie  proniifed 
Si  flood  ?  Then,  O  put  hiin  to  his  word,  faying,  Lord, 
Do  OS  tbou  baftfald. 

Oh  !  but  is  there  any  word  for  me,  that  am  like  the 
barren  ground  and  unfruitful,  that  bears  nothing  but 
briars  and  thorns,  arid  I  find  this  ground  is  rejefted,  as 
nigh  unto  curfmg,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned  ?  Is  this 
your  fear  and  concern  ?  Hear  that  word,  Ifa.  Iv.  13. 
**  Inftead  of  the  thorn  fhall  come  up  the  fir-tree ;  and 
inllead  of  the  briar,  the  myrtle. tree;  and  it  fhall  be  to 
the  Lord  for  a  name,  and  fur  an  everlafting  fignlhat 
Ihall  not  be  cut  off."  Ilof.  xiv.  8.  "  1  am  like  a  green 
fir-tree,  from  me  is  thy  fruit  found." — Hath  he  faid  fo? 
Then  put  him  tr>  his  word,  fay,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

Alas  !  but  is  there  any  word  for  me,  that  have  been 
a  fool,  a  mocker,  a  fcorner,  that  have  laughed  at  all 
religion  and  jr'>dlinefs;  is  there  any  merciful  word  that  I 
may  take  hold  of?  Yea,  God  fays,  Prov.  i.  22.  ''  Ye 
fcorners,  that  delight  in  fcorning,  and  f  )ols,  that  hale 
knowledge,  turn  ye  at  my  reproof :  behold,  I  will  pour 
out  my  Spirit  imto  you  ;  I  will  make  known  my  word 
unto  you." — D  >th  he  fay  fo  ?  Tiien  put  him  to  his 
^vord,  faying,  O  D^  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

But  what  fays  God  to  one  that  hath  a  plagued  heart, 
a  hard  heart,  a  bafe*  heart,  full  of  all  manner  of  evils, 
and  all  the  plagues  of  hell?  Why,  God  fays,  Ezek. 
xxxyi.  26.  "  A  new  heart  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
fpirit  will  I  put  within  you  ;  I  will  take  away  the  ftony 
heart  out  of  your  flelh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
flefli.  And  I  will  put  ray  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe 
you  to  walk  in  my  ftalutes."  And  whatever  be  the 
plague,  he  hath  faid,  '*  I  am  the  Lord  that  healeth 
thee.'' — Hath  he  faid  fo  ?  Then,  O  put  him  to  his 
word,  faying.  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

Ah  !  but  doth  God  fay  any  thing  to  a  ftupid  wretch, 
that  not  only  hear?  you,  but  is  no  more  affefted  than 
the  ftones  of  the  wall,  and  that  is  quite  dead,  and  can 
no  more  ftir  than  a  rock,  and  hath  no  more  life  thari 
a  dead  corpfe  ?  God  fays,  and,  O  that  he  would  fay  \\ 
with  power,  **  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and' 
breathe  upon  thefeflain,lhat  they  maylive,"Ezek.xxxvii. 

VoL.V.  t  HIr  12. 


470  FaUb'}  Plea  upon  iiER.  LXXXVU. 

12.  **  I  will  open  your  graves,  and  caufe  you  to  come  out 
of  7.  ur  graves, and  yefliall  knov/  that  lam  the  Lord,  when 
I  have  opened  your  graves, and  ihall  put  ray  Spirit  in  you, 
and  ye  ftiall  live." — Hath  he  faid  fo  ?  Then,  O  put  him 
to  his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

But,  Oh  !  is  there  any  v/ord  that  G''.d  lays  concern- 
ing me,  that  hath  forfeited  Gcd's  favour^  by  heaping  up 
great  and  infuperable  mountains  betwjyt  liim  and  me, 
that  1  fear  he  will  never  come  over  ?  Why,  he  fays, 
Zech.  iv.  7.  '*  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain?  before 
our  Zerubbabelthou  flialt  become  a  plain.  He  fliall  bring 
forth  the  head-ftone  with  Ihooting,  crying,  Grace,  grace 
unto  it."  He  can  make  the  mountains  flvip  like  rams,  ard 
the  little  hills  like  kmbs."— Hath  he  faid  f .  ?  Then,  O 
put  him  to  his  word,  and  fay.  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  trft  Jhid, 

But  is  there  any  word  for  one  that  is  filled  with  fear 
cf  heavy  judgments  Coming  upon  thfe  l^nd,  and  upon 
an  apoftat J  church?  Yes,,he  fiys,  Ifa.  xxxii.2.  *'  A  man 
fnall  be  a  hiding  place  from  the  ft^rm,  and  a  c  :vert  from 
the  tempeft:  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  flia- 
dow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  When  you  fee  mat- 
ters running  into  confufi on,  chumh-metnbers  betraying 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  and  the  church  r  f  Sc'>tland 
deftn)ying  herfeif  with  her  own  hand,  not  only  boars  out 
of  the  f  )rell  wafting  her,  and  wild  beads  of  the  field  de- 
vouring her,  but  enemies  in  tlie  bofomof  the  church  mak- 
ing themfelves  famous,  f  .r  lifting  up  axes  and  hammers, 
to  brei^k  down  the  carved  work  of  her  doctrine,  dlfcipline 
and  government  *>  remember  the  Lord  hath  faid,  that,  , 
*'  When  he  builds  up  Zion,  he  will  appear  in  his  gh^ry ;" 
and  that,  "  Upon  all  the  gl  ry  there  fliall  be  a  defence;" 
that,  "At  evening- time  it  fhall  be  light;"  that  the  darkeil 
part  of  the  ni^ht  may  ulher  i»i  the  m  irning-ftar  of  a  Re- 
fjrmati:)n  in  fpite  of  hell  :  f^r  I  would  ircline  gladly  to 
hope  G  )d  will  not  leave  Scotland,  though  we  have  left 
"hi**!.  He  t  )ok  infeftment  by  Solemn  National  Covenant 
fi.x  times  |;  and  he  hath  had  martyrs  f  r  his  kingly  office, 

Jj' *  Wljut  tie  Auihor  here  ailudcs  to,  is  laid  open,  Vo).  I.   p.  232. 
Vv*!.  rr.  p.  304.     See  alfo  above,  p.  298.  351.  389.  390.  419.  420. 

t  Tliis  was  done  at  difF^r^nt  periods  betwixt  the  year  1^189,   and 
i6jo. 
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that  have  alLrrtsd  his  royal  prerogatives  at  the  expenca 
of  their  blood  :  therefore,  let  us  apply  that  word,  *'  Ke 
will  arife  and  have  mercy  on  Zion.'* — Hath  he  laid  fo? 
Then,  O  take  him  at  his  word,  faying,  Lord,  Dg  as  tbou 
baft  fauL 

But  is  there  any  word  for  a  poor  creature  that  is  in 
bondage  through  fear  of  death  ? — ''  If  I  have  run  with 
the  footmen,  ana  they  have  weared  n:e  ;  then,  how  can 
I  contend  with  horfes  ?  And  if,  in  the  land  of  peace, 
wherein  1  trufled,  they  wearied  me  ;  then,  what  will  I 
do  in  the  fwelling  of  J>rdan  ?"  I  tremble  to  meet  witli 
the  kin^  of  terrors.  Why,  he  hath  faid,  llof.  xiii.  14. 
**  I  will  ranfum  t!iem  fr.^m  tlie  power  of  the  grave  ;  I 
will  redeem  them  fnmi  death  :  O  death  !  I  will  be  thy 
plagues;  O  grave  !  I  will  be  thy  delruclion.  Death 
fliall  be  fwall'Aved  up  in  viilory."  Plead  then,  that 
he  would  do  as  he  haih  faid. 

But  I  want  affurance  of  all  thefe  thipgs,  may  one  fay. 
Well,  what  mean  you  by  that,  man,  woman,  t!:at  you 
want  affurance?  I  fupp^fe  many  do  not  undcrlland 
thcmfelves,  when  they  fay  they  want  affurance  ;  for, 
what  better  affurance  wcmld  you  have  than  the  W'  rd  of 
God  ?  If  you  hrfl^e  his  word,  and  take  his  word,  you 
need  no  better  affurance.  If  a  man  of  credit,  v/honi 
you  can  depend  upon,  give  you  his  word  for  fuch  a  thing, 
then  you  depend  upon  it,  and  fay  you  are  affured  of  it ; 
for  yoti  have  his  word.  There  is  an  affuranie  of  fcnfe, 
that  is,  the  affurance  of  the  work,  when  you  have  got 
the  thing  that  is  promifed;  this  is  not  properly  affurance, 
it  is  enjoyment:  but  the  affurance  of  faith  is  the  affurance 
of  a  word.  And  though  the  affurance  of  fenfe  be  fweet- 
eft,  yet  the  affurance  of  faith  is  the  fureft  affurance:  f  m\ 
what  you  get  in  hand  fnmi  God  you  may  f  Jon  lofe  th(5 
benefit  and  comfort  of  it ;  but  what  you  have  upon  b:^nd 
in  the  promife,  is  ftill  feciire.  If  you  take  God's  pro- 
raife,  you  have  the  beft  affurance  in  the  world  :  but  if 
you  fay  you  want  faith,  you  cannot  take  his  word,  or 
truft  his  word,  then  this  is  plain  dealing;  I  fear  this  in- 
deed be  the  cafe  of  the  moft  :  then  you  Vv'ant  affurance 
indeed,  bccaufe  you  want  faith,  and  caunct  take  his 
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tvord,  nor  give  him  fo  much  credit.  But  if  any  be  fay- 
ing, that  is  indeed  my  Cafe;  I  cannot  l>elieve  his  word: 
doth  God  fay  nothing  to  me  ?  Is  there  any  word  foited 
to  vc\Y  cafe  ?.  Yes,  there  are  promifes  of  faith  as  well  as 
to  it ;  Zeph.  iii.  12.  *'  I  will  leave  in  the  midft  of  them 
a  poor  and  a/Hifted  people,  and  they  fliall  trurt  in  the 
name  of  tlie  Lord.  In  him  fliali  the  Gentiles  trufl.'' — 
Hath  the  Author  of  faith  fo  promifed  ?  *  Then,  O  take 
him  at  his  word;  cry  for  faith,  faying,  Lord,  Do  as  tlou 
baft  faid. 

,  But  may  one  fay^  I  v/ould  defire  nr;tonly  to  have  the 
word,  but  the  accomplifliment  of  the  word  ;  I  would  not 
only  have  the  prom ife,  but  the  performance ;  and  there 
are  fome  promifes  I  have  been  looking  to,  fome  ten  r/r 
tvventy-years  old  promifes,  that  I  think  I  got  the  faith 
of;  but,  alas  I  the  accomplifliment  is  not  yet  come; 
there  are  fome  prayers  and  petitions  I  have  had  long 
tabled  upon  the  ground  of  the  prrmife  :  What  doth  God 
fay  to  one  that, hath  never  g,ot  thefe  promifes  accom- 
plifned,  nor  thefe  prayers  anfwered  ?  V/hy,  man,  be 
thankful,  if  you  have  got  grace  to  believe  the  proniife  ; 
for  fo  much  faith  as  you  have  to  take  God's  word,  fo 
much  affurance  you  have  that  the  word  will  be  mride  out. 
Jf  you  be  waiting  upon  a  promiHng  God,  give  him  his 
time,  and  behold  the  womb  of  the  promife  will  fiiortly 
rpen  and  brino^  forth  ;  for  it  will  not  travail  beyond  its 
time ;  **  Blefied  is  flie  that  believed  ;  for  there  fliall  be 
a  performance  of  thofe  things  that  were  told  her  from 
the  L')rd,'*  Luke  i.  45.  And  your  fits  and  fiarts  of 
imbelief,  O  believer,  fliall  not  hinder  the  performance 
nf  tlie  promife  yon  have  once  believed  favingly  ;  "  If  we 
believe  not, he  abideth  faithful ;  he  cannot  dery  himfelf,'* 
2  Tim.  li.  13,  Will  he  deny  Irs  word,  will  he  deny  his 
rath  ?  No,  no  ;  he  will  have  refpedl  to  his  covenant; 
becaufe  he  hath  a  refpeft  to  himfelf. 

But  what  fays  God  of  one  that  is  afiiifted,  ?ir\^  mourn- 
ing for  tlie  dcfolations  of  Zion,  and  particularly  f>r  the 
fms  and  defeClions  of  the  day  we  live  in  ?  I  will  tell 
jrou  what  he  fays.  They  tbatfo%v  in  tears pjall  reap  in  joy ; 
and  tho'  you  Jiave  your  mourning  time  for  Zion,  you  fhall 
alfvj  have  your  rejoicing  times;  *'  Rejoice  ye  with  Jerufa- 
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leoi,  and  be  glad  with  her,  all  ye  that  love  her:  rejoke 
Ut  ]'-jy  with  her,  all  ye  that  mourn  for  her/*  ifa.  Ixvi. 
JO.  He  layo,  that  he  will  fet  a  mark  upon  the  fore- 
heudo  of  them  that  ligh  and  cry  for  all  the  abominations 
that  are  done  in  the  midll  thereof,  1'  zek.  ix.  4.  •'  Bleffed 
iiie  they  that  motirn,  for  they  fhall  be  comforted,** 
Mat.  V.4. — V/hy,  then,  look  to  him  to  do  as  he  hath  faid. 

Bat,  fays  another,  I  am  one  that  has  a  family,  and 
children  that  the  L^^rd  hath  given  me,  and  it  is  my  con- 
cern, not  only  that  I  maybe  bleir;:;d  myfell*,  but  that  my 
feed  and  offspring  may  be  bleffed;  is  there  any  word  for 
me  jn  this  cafe  ?  Yea,  what  think  you  of  that  word  ? 
Ifa.  xliv.  3.  '^  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and 
my  blefling  up  >n  thine  offspring.''  What  think  ye  cf 
that  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  which  you  are  called 
to  lay  h:>ld  upon  by  following  his  faith  ?  Gen.  xvii.  7. 
*•'  I  vyill  be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  feed."  You 
have  not  only  the  covenant  of  Abraham  to  look  to,  but 
the  entail  of  the  covenant  to  your  polierity  to  look  to, 
Ifa.  lix.  21.  ''  This  is  my  covenant  with  them,  faith  the 
L')rd,  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  ivords  that 
I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  Ihall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  fe^d,  nor  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thy  feeds  feed,  faith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth 
ar^l  for  ever."  He  hath  laid,  that  children  are  his 
heritage,  Pfalm  cxxvii.  3.;  and  that  his  rightecufnefs  is 
unto  childrens  children,  Pl'alm  ciii.  17.  "^  The  promlfe 
is  unto  you  and  to  your  children?"  Afts  ii.  39.  O  take 
him  at  his  word,  and  cry,  Lord,  Tio  as  tbou  Haft  faid. 

But  what  do  you  fay  to  one  that  finds  himfelf  deferted 
of  God,  and  that  God  ar.fwers  neither  by  UiiiM  nor 
Thum.mim.  '"  I  go  forward, but  he  is  not  there;  backward, 
but  I  cann.it  perceive  him:  on  the  left-hand,  where  he 
doth  work,but  i  cann-t  behold  him :  He  hideth  himfelf  on 
the  riQ;ht-hand,  that  1  cannot  fee  him,  J  b  xxiii.8,9.  The 
Comforter,  that  fliould  relieve  my  foul,  is  far  removed,'^ 
Lam.  i.  16.  God  lays,  Ifa-  liv.  7,  8.  10.  '^  For  a  fmall 
monieii,t  have  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great  merc^ft  will 
,1  gather  thee:  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee, 
for  a  moment;  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  drc»^y- 
thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer.     For  the  mountains 
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illall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs 
lliall  noc  dcjpait  from  thee,  neither  fliall  the  ccvenant  of 
xny  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy 
im  thee." — Hath  he  faid  fo  ?  Then,  O  take  him  at  his 
word,  fayin;^,  Lord,  Do  as  tboii  baft  faid.  \ 

Bat  vviiat  doth  God  fay  to  one  that  is  tcffcd  with  one  i 
wave  of  af&lclicn  upon  the  back  of  another,  "Deep  calling 
lintvi  deep,at  the  ncife  of Gcd's  water- fpouts;  all  hisv/aves 
and  b.llnvs  are  gone  ever  me?"  Pfal.  xlii.  7.  Why,  God 
iays.  Ha.  liv.  11,12,13,14.  ''  Oh  thou  aiBifted,  tofled 
\j\l^L  tempcils,  and  not  comforted,  behold,  I  will  lay  thy 
lw:>nei  with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foundations  with  fap- 
phires ;  And  1  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates,  and  thy 
^atcs  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  bc>rdersof  pleafant  ftones: 
And  all  thychilJrenfl^.ail  be  taught  cf  the  Lord,  and  great 
■  ihail  be  the  peace  of  thy  children  :  In  righteoufnefs  flialt 
thou  be  ellabllllied."  Yea  he  fays,  Pfalm  xck  1^.  "  He 
Ihall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  anfwer  him;  I  will  be  with 
liim  in  trouble;  I  will  deliver  him,  and  honour  him." 
Many  fuch  fweet  words  of  grace  he  fpeaks.  O  then, 
take  his  word,  and  plead,  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

liut  is  there  any  word  to  one  that  is  loft  in  the  wil- 
dcrnefs,  and  knows  %ot  where  he  is,  fj  as  to  think  it 
impofible  that  minifters  can  find  him  out  ?  I  think  I  am 
livil  in  a  thicket,  and  it  is  impofTible  t^  find  out  my  cafe 
in  your  preaching,  it  is  a  matchlcfs  cafe,  a  namelcfs  cafe. 
AVhy,  ma/  be  that  word  concerns  you,  Ifa.  Ixii.  11. 
♦^  Behold  thy  falvation  cometh;  and  thou  flialt  be  called. 
Sought  c^t,  net  farfaken  ?"  And  Ilof.  ii.  J4.  *^  I  will  { 
allure  her,  and  bring  her  into  the  wildernefs,  and  there 
will  I  fpcak  comfortably  to  her  ;'*  or,  as  the  word  is  in 
the  margin,  *'  Speak  to  her  beart.^^  O  comfortable, 
.  w^hen.  God  fpeaks  not  only  to  the  ear,  but  to  the  heart! 
Well,  hath  he  faid  it?  O  then,  take  his  word  and  plead. 
Do  as  tbou  haft  faid. 

But  is  there  any  word  to  one  that  hath  been  incorrigi- 
ble under  dh'e lling  providences,  and  hath  his  corruptions 
irritate  by  the  crcfs,  and  rebellion  rather  increafed  by 
rods,  inftead  of  being  reclaimed  by  word  and  rod  ?  Is 
there  any  cafe  like  mine,  or  is  there  any  word  for  me 
lo  lay  hold  upon  ?    Yes  ;  what  think  you  of  that  word, 
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Ifa.lvii.  17, 18.  **  For  the  iniquity  of  his  covetoufnefs  was 
I  ^^Totll,  and  fnn;te  him :  I  hid  me, and  was  wroth,  and  he 
went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart?"  Well,  what 
follows?  '*  I  have  fcen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him:  1  will 
lead  him  alfo,  and  rellore  coniibrts  unto  him,  and  to  his 
mourners."  O  allonilhing  wonder  of  free  grace!  that  it 
was  not  faid, '  I  have  feen  his  ways,  and  will  damn  him;' 
but,  *'  I  have  fcen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him:"  I  have 
feen  his  ways,  and  will  fave  him."  —  Hath  he  faid  fo? 
Tiien  pat  in  your  petition.  Lord,  Do  cs  tbju  kjft  Jaid. 

Bat  is  there  any  word  to  fuch  as  are  under  the  power 
of  unbelief  and  i'lipenitency  ?  Tne  gofpel  is  preached  to 
believers  and  penitent3  :  O  God  forbid  but  it  was  not 
preached  to  finners,  that  are  b^th  unbelieving  and  im- 
penitent, in  order  to  bring  them  to  faith  and  repentance: 
why,  what  fays  God  to  fuch  ?  He  fays,  what  they  ought 
to  lay  hold  and  plead  up  >n,  Pfalm  ex.  3.  ''  Thy  people 
fliall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  Acts  v.  31. 
**  Chrill  is  exalted  at  the  right-hand  of  God,  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  forgive- 
nefs  of  fin."     Plead  then  he  may  do  as  he  has  faid. 

But  is  it  pofiible  that  God  is  fpeaking  to  any  that  halh 
been  a  notorious  finner  ?  Perhaps,  all  the  country  knows 
that  I  have  been  a  fcandalous  debauchee,  a  leud  and 
wicked  finner,  a  profane,  gracelefs  wretch.  O!  if  any 
were  charmed  with  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel  grace  to- 
day, he  fays,  Ifa.  i.  8.  "  Gome  now  and  let  us  reafon  toge- 
ther, faith  the  Lord:  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
fliall  be  as  white  asfnow:  though  they  be  red  likecrimfon,. 
they  ftiall  be  as  wool."  Tho*you  have  finned  to  the  utter- 
moit,  I  am  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoll ;  is  your  name 
wonderful,  as  a  finner  ?  Beheld  his  name  is  Wonderful,. 
as  a  Saviour. — O  hath  he  faid  fo  ?  Well,  go  and  plead 
his  word,  faying.  Lord,  D(?  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

But  befides  my  wickednefs,  I  am  grofly  ignorant;  doth 
God  fay  any  thing  to  a  poor  brutifli,  ignorant  creature, 
like  me?  Would  you  be  taught?  There  is  a  wr.rd  you 
may  take  hold  of,  John  vi.  45.  ''  It  is  written  in  the  pro- 
phets. They  Ihall  be  all  taught  cf  God."  And,  '*  Who 
teaches  like  him  ?"' — Hath  he  faid  fo  ?  Then  take  him 
at  his  word,  faying,  D^  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

Hh4  But 
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But  is  there  any  word  from  God  for  one  that  hath 
crucified  fo  many  convictions  as  I  have  done;  yea,  and 
virtually  crucified  the  Son  of  God  atrefli,  by  rejefting 
his  calls,  grieving  his  Spirit  ?  Yea,  we  are  called  to 
preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  and  even  to  the 
crucifiers'  of  Ghrill :  Repentance  and  remiffion  of  fin 
xnurt  be  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations,  begin- 
*ning  at  Jerufalem,  Luke  xxiv.  47.  Why  beginning  at 
Jerufalem,  among  the  crucifiers  of  Chrill  ?  Becaufe  they 
have  moll  need  of  his  blood  to  waih  them:  Chrill  came 
to  fave  finners,  the  chief  of  fmners. — HatU  he  faid  fo  ? 
Then  put  in  your  bill,  Lord,  Do  as  thou  baft  /aid. 

But  will  you  tell  me,  Is  there  any  word  for  one  that 
cannot  think  that  it  is -as  you  are  faying,  that  there  is  any 
*  merciful  word  in  God's  mouth,  or  any  merciful  thought 
in  God's  heart  towards  me  ;  it  cannot  enter  into  my 
thought ;  I  cannot  let  it  light  in  my  mind  or  heart  ? 
Why,  God  fays,  Ifa.  Iv.  8,  9.  '*  My  thoughts  kre  not  your 
thoughts,neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,faith  the  Lord: 
For  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fa  are  my 
ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your 
thoughts."  You  are  not  to  meafure  his  thoughts  by  yours, 
no  more  than  you  can  meafure  ihefe  wide  heavens  with 
your  arms:  but  God  knows  his  own  thoughts,  and  what 
fays  he  of  them  ?  Jer.  xxix.  11,  12,  13.  "  I  know  the 
thoughts  that  I  think  tovi^ards you,  faith  theLord,  thoughts 
of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  you  an  expefted  end. 
Then  (hall  ye  call  upon  me,  and  ye  fliall  go  and  pray 
unto  me,  and  I  will  hearken  unto  you.  And  ye  ihall 
feek  me  and  find  me,  when  you  Ihall  fearch  for  me  with 
all  your  heart." — Hath  he  faidfo?  Then  go  and  plead 
his  Word,  frying.  Lord,  Da  as  tbou  baft  faid. 

In  a  word.  Do  you  want  bis  prefence?  H^  hath  faid, 
**Lo,  I  am  with  you  alWay,even  unto  the  endof  the  world: 
I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee."  Are  you  afraid 
of  hell  and  damnation?  He  hath  faid,  "Deliver  his  foul 
from  going  down  to  the  pit,  I  have  found  out  a  ranfom."— 
O  what  encouragement  is  here  to  go  and  pray  and  plead, 
faying.  Lord,  Do  as  tbou  haft  faid? 

O  .'Virs,  fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  ftudy  the  word  of 
God;  confult  and  coniidex*  what  he  bath  faid;  let  tl^ere 
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be  no  mouldy  Bibles  among  you  ;  let  not  the  dull  of 
your  Bibles  witnel's  againlt  yuu,  for  your  eternal  falva- 
tion  depends  upon  your  believing  what  he  hath  faid, 
therefore  iludy  the  faith  of  what  he  hath  faid.-  The 
Spirit  is  promifed,  and  the  fcriptures  are  written  to  work 
this  faith  ;  Chrill  is  exalted,  and  the  throne  of  grace 
is  ereded  to  give  this  faith ;,  and  this  faith  comes  by 
hearing  what  he  hath  faid :  by  hearing  not  what  Plata 
hatii  faid,  or  Seneca  hath  faid  ;  what  this  or  that  man 
hath  faid,  but  what  God  hath  faid  in  his  word,  in  this 
B.ble,  which  is  a  bjok  fi  prefaced,  and  fo  attelled  ai 
never  any  other  bouk  was  :  the  Old  Tellament  is  pre- 
faced by  all  the  miracles  wrought  by  Mofes ;  thp  New 
Tellament  waj  prefaced  by  all  the  miracles  wrought  by 
Chrid.  Atid  as  Mofes's  miracles  were  wrought  before 
the  Old  Tellament  was  written,  fo  Chrifl's  miracles 
>ere  wrought  before  the  New-Tellament  was  written  : 
never  a  book  was  fo  attefted  as  this,  even  by  a  cloud  of 
witneffes,  a  cloud  of  miracles,  a  cloud  of  martyrs,  who 
fealed  with  their  blood  the  truth  contained  in  it.  God, 
in  die  New  Tellament,  exaftly  fulfils  what  he  hath  faid 
in  the  Old  ;  yea,  the  prefent  flate  of  all  the  world  is  a 
vifible  performing  of  fcripture- prophecies. — Are  not  the 
Jews  at  this  day  a  fcattered  and  defpifed  people,  as'  the 
fcripture  faid  they  fhould  be  ?  Hath  not  God  done  as 
he  hath  faid** — Is  not  Antichriil,  the  long-lived  man  of  fin 
and  the  cruel  man  of  blood,  as  the  fcripture  told  he 
Ihould  be  ?  Thus  it  is  done  as  he  hath  faid. — Are  not 
the  Pagan  parts  of  the  earth  the  dark  places  and  habita- 
tions of  cruelty,  as  the  fcripture  fays  they  Ihould  be  ? 
Thus  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Do  not  the  feven  churches 
of  Afia  ly  defulate,  as  they  were  threatened,  unlefs  they 
repented  ?  Thus  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Is  not  Mahomet, 
the  falfe  prophet,  and  his  followers  like  the  waters  of 
the  great  river  Euphrates,  to  which  they  are  compared 
in  fcripture?  And  thus  it  is  as  he  hath  laid. — Does  not 
the  whole  world  ly  in  wickednefs,  as  the  word  of  God 
Ihews?  And  fo  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Is  not  every  faint 
as  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  burning,  as  the  fcripture 
fpeaks  ?  And  fo  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Are  not  Deifts 
and  fcofFers  walking  after  their  own  lufts,  and  ridiculing 
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the  promife  of  Glirift's  comings  as  the  fcripture  fpeaks  ? 
And  fo  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Are  not  the  black  marks 
of  perilous  times  in  the  lall  days  upon  us,  as  the  fcripture 
Ipeaks  ?  '  And  fo  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Are  nut  the 
fooliih  virgins  as  many,  yea,  and  more  than  the  wife, 
and  ail  flumbering  and  fleeping,  and  all  according  as  he 
hath  faid  ? — Doth  not  the  Spirit  fpeak  exprelly,  that  in 
the  latter  times  forae  fhall  depart  from  the  faitii,  and 
accordingly  it  is  as  he  hach  faid  ? — Is  not  the  gofpel  a 
favour  of  life  to  fome,  and  a  favour  of  death  to  others  ? 
Is  not  Chrift  precious  to  fome,  and  a  ftone  of  {tumbling 
and  a  rock  of  offence  to  others,  as  the  fcripture  fpeaks  ? 
And  fo  it  is  as  he  hath  faid. — Look  about  you,  and  fee 
if  any  thing  that  falls  out,  be  not  an  accomplifliment  of 
the  word;  and,  Ohow  fhouldyou  value  this  word!  not  a 
jot  or  tittle  of  it  Ihall  fall  to  the  ground. 

Walk  in  this  garden  of  the  fcripture,  and  pluck  up 
the  flowers  of  gofpel  promifes,  and  put  them  in  your  bo- 
fora;  live  by  faith  upon  the  promife,  and  be  perfuaded, 
whatever  (lands  in  the  way,  that  he  will  do  as  he  hath 
faid.  He  will  do  fo,  for  what  he  hath  faid  he  hath  writ- 
ten, what  he  hath  faid  he  hath  fealed,  what  he  hath  faid 
he  hath  fworn,  what  he  hath  faid  he  will  never  unfay; 
therefore,  take  hold  of  his  word  of  grace,  and  hold  him 
at  his  word  in  life  and  death,  faying,  Do  as  tbou  baft 
faid. 

SERMON 
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IsA.  xxvi.  8. 

Tta^  in   the  v)ay   of  thy  judgments^    0   Lord^  bave  we 
waited  for  tbec,^-^ 

GOD  hath  promifed  his  people  a  door  of  hope,  in  the 
valley  of  Achor,  that  they  may  fmg  there.  Thefe 
.words  are  part  of  a  fong,  compofed  a  littl^  before  the 
captivity,  by  way  of  anticipation,  Ihewing  what  comfort 
may  be  found  in  the  midlt  of  all  afflidions.  The  firft 
part  of  the  fong  is  of  a  high  ttrain,  full  of  comfort:  but, 
omitting  the  co-herence,  in  this  text  you  may  notice, 
I.  The  circumftances  the  Lord's  people  were  in,  they 
were  under  judgments.  By  judgments  fometimes  in 
fcripture  is  underftood  the  law  and  commandment;  but 
here  it  is  afjliElion^  as  in  the  following  verfe.  2.  Whence 
their  affliftion  proceeded,  from  God  ;  thy  judgments. 
3.  The  variety  thereof,  they  are  judgments,  in  the  plural 
number;  and  the  way  of  his  judgments.  4.  The  perfons 
who  were  trylled  with  them,  even  the  people  of  God, 
that  are  here  reprefenting  their  cafe,  we.  5.  To  whom 
they  relate  their  circumftances,  to  God  himfelf ;  In  the 
way  of  thy  judgments yO  Lord.  6.  Their  exercife;  we 
have  waited  for  thee. 

From  which  I  obferve  fo  many  dodlrines,  for  ground 
of  meditation. 

*  Where  or  on  what  oceafion  this  fcrinon  was  preached,  is  uncertain; 
but  by  the  place  it  has  in  the  Author's  notes/  it  is  probable  it  was  fome 
time  in  the  year  1733. 

I.  From 
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!•  From  the  afflidions  they  were  andef^  being  called 
judgments.  Obferve,  ''That  on  whomfoever  God  in- 
iii£ts  any  punilliments,  they  are  always  jult;  for  they 
are  judgments,  parts  of  his  righteous  adminillrations,  as 
the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth.'     Hence  learn, 

1.  To  juiUfy  God,  ^whatever  be  the  affliclion  you  are 
trylted  with  ;  and  to  afcribe  righteoufoefs  and  holinefs 
to  him  :  thus  did  David,  when  God  had  forfaken  him 
and  refufed  him  ati  audience  ;  Plal.  xxii.  1,2,3.  ''  ^'1/ 
God,  ray  God,  why  hail  thou  forfaken  me?  why  art  thou  ' 
fj  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roar- 
ing? O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft 
not;  and  in  the  night  feafon,  and  am  not  filent.  But  thau 
art  holy,  O  thou  that  inhabiteil  the  praifes  of  Ifrael.'* 
So  fhould  we  fay,  '  I  am  fo  and  fo  afflicled;  but  thou  art 
>  holy,  but  thou  art  righteous,  but  thou  art  julh' 

2.  To  condemn  ourfelves  when  God  fj  righteoufly 
judgeth  us.  We  ought  not  to  charge  God  f  )oli{hly  ;  but 
to  take  with  the  charge  of  fin,  and  to  bear  the  indignati- 
on of  the  Lord,  becaufe  we  have  fmried  agahiil  him. 

3.  To  fee  fm  to  be  an  iniquity  and  an  unjufl:  thing,  be- 
caufe his  afHiding  for  fm  is  jull;  ^'  Tiiou  art  juft  when 
thou  fmiteft,  and  clear  when  thou  jud;Tjell:.'' 

4.  To  receive, afflifition  dutifully  and  humbly;  becaufe 
we  receive  good  things  out  of  the  hand  of  God,  and  Jhould 
"blefs  him  becaufe  he  is  merciful ;  therefore,  we  fliould 
receive  evil  things  out  of  his  hand  alfo,  and  adore  him, 
becaufe  he  is  jufl.  He  may  afiliil  in  fovereignty  :  but 
if  he  marks  iniquity,  we  need  quarrel  no  punilhment  he 

inflifts. 

II.  Observ,  *  That  judgments  upon  a  people  do  not 
come  by  chance  ;  but  have  their  original  commiffion 
from  God :  therefore,  they  are  called  bis  judgments, 
tby  judgments." 

The  evil  of  fin  is  ours;  but  the  evil  of  affli£lion  the 
Lord  challenges  as  his;  ''  Is  there  evil  in  the  city,  and 
the  Lord  hath  not  done  it?"  It  is  God  that  chaftifeth. 
Who  brought  fuch  a  man  to  a  fick-bed,  and  who  inflidled 
fuch  and  fuch  a  trouble  ?  Who  made  that  man  a  wi- 
dower, 
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dower,  and  his  children  moiherlefs;  nnd  fuch  a  woman 
a  widow,  and  her  children  fatherlefs?  Why,  faith  God, 
Am  not  I  the  Author  of  it  ?  It  is  I  that  removes  com- 
forts; I  that  inflitls  croffes.  The  crueieft  a£l  that  ever 
was  done  in  the  world,  fo  far  as  concerned  the  afflictive 
part  of  it,  IS  what  God  challenges  as  his  own  deed,  viz. 
the  delivering  of  Chrill  to  bsr  crucified.  It  was  not  the 
hand  qf  Pilate,  but  the  hand  of  God  himfelf :  fo  it  is 
faid  v/hen  Pilate  fpoke  to  Chrift,  faying,  "  Knowell  thou 
not,  that  I  have  power  to  crucify  thee,  and  have  power  to 
releafe  thee?  Jefus  anfvvered,Thou  couldfl  have  no  power 
at  all  againft  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above: 
therefore  he  that  delivered  me  unto  thee  hath  the  greater 
fin,  John  xix.  10,  1 1.  Ye  men  of  Ifracl  hear  thefe  word?, 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  a  man  approven  of  God  among  you,  by 
miracles,  winders  and  figns,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the 
midll  of  you,  as  ye  yourfelves  alfo  know.  Him,  being 
delivered  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  fore-knowledge 
cf  God,ye  have  taken  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified 
and  flain,"  A£ts  ii.  22,  23.  Whatever  be  the  fecond 
caufe,God  is  the  firft  mover  and  the  fpring.  Hence  learn, 

1 .  To  take  off  your  eyes  and  paflions  from  inftruments 
of  trouble,  ^nd  from  the  Hone  that  is  thrown,  and  look  to 
the  hand  that  throws  it.  See  God  in  every  affli£lion  ; 
it  is  his  judgment,  whether  fatherly  or  wrathful. 

2.  Learn  to  excrcife  fubmilnon,  patience  and  toleration. 
If  it  were  only  the  hand  of  man,  and  the  mere  influence 
of  fome  temporary  caufe,  then  perhaps  there  might  be 
fome  liberty  taken;  but  it  is  God:  therefore,  let  this  flop 
our  mouth  for  ever ;  **  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  net  ray 
mouth;  becaufe  thou  dldft  it,"  Pfal.  xxxix.  9. 

3.  This  fiiould  influence  not  only  to  toleration,  but  ta 
fupplication  to  God;  *'  Is  any  afflidted  ?  let  him  pray  :" 
pray  f  )r  grace  to  bear  what  he  lays  on  your  back  :  pray 
not  only  for  patience,  but  for  perfeverance,  fince  it  is 
hard  to  hold  out  under  affliClion  ;  pray  for  dependence 
upon  himfelf;  afflidtions  are  the  banifliers  of  men  from 
creature. comforts,  and  from  rcfting  on  them  ;  therefore 
we  need  to  pray  for  a  believing  and  clofe  adherence  tr> 
the  Lord  himfelf;  and  pray  for  deliverance;  yet  Avitli 
fubmiiCon  to  his  will. 

4.  Learn 
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4.  Learn  to  acknowledge  his- wife  providence,  that  b/ 
judgment,  can  bring  abait  mercy  :  fince  they  are  bi3 
judgments,  we  may  expe6l  his  mercifully 'accompanying 
them  for  good,  and  making  them  to  work  for  good,  lo 
loofe  the  heart  from  the  creature.  He  dotb  not  affile 
viillingly^  but  he  mercifully  ordereth  the  affliflion. 

5.  Learn  to  reap  advantage  by  judgment,  and  to  turn 
to  him  that  fmiteth,  and  to  hear  the  .rod,  f^r  it  cometb 
with  a  leffjn;  Scbola  cruets^  Jcbola  lucis. 

IIL  Observ.  '^  That  God's  judgments  are  various; 
from  above,  from  beneath,  from  without,  from  within, 
from  this  hand  and  that  hand  :  hence  we  read  here  of 
the  way  of  his  judgments."  There  are  diverfity  of  af- 
flidtions  in  the  hand  of  God :  fome  he  exercifeth  with 
affllftion  one  way,  and  fome  another;  fome  various  ways, 
and  with  various  afflldlions,  and  multitudes  of  them:  Da- 
vid knew  this;  "Deep  calleth  unto  deep."  Temptati- 
ons, defertions,  and  many  other  ways  :  Paul  was  in  pe- 
rils dive'rfe  ways.     Hence  learn, 

1.  Men  flijuld  beware  of  multiplying  fiii,  lell  God 
multiply  judgments;  for  he  hath  many  arrows  in  hia 
quiver:  an  impenitent  fiiiner  can  never  out-fm  God'i 
wrath;  his  arrows  of  vengeance  can  never  be  fpent. 

2.  Men  little  need  tj  be  fecure  when  one  judgment  is 
over,  as  if  the  bitternefs  of  death  were  pall:  God  t)ften 
brings  a  cloud  after  rain.  When  you  have  efcaped  one 
afBidlion,  God  can  fjon  meet  you  with  another;  he  can 
foon  make  a  fon  rife  up  againll  a  father,  as  Abfalom  a- 
gainft  David.  You  may  cfcape  the  famine,  and  may 
fall  by  the  fvvord ;  you  may  efcape  one  trial,  and  yet  a 
greater  may  be  behind.     Be  not  fecure. 

3.  If  God  hath  fo  many  and  various  aiBifilions  where- 
with to  afflift  you,  leave  it  to  the  wifdom  of  God,  in 
M'hat  kind,  and  after  what  manner  he  will  chaflife  you. 
Beware  of  affliftions  of  your  own  procuring  :  cut  not 
out  your  own  troubles ;  let  God  cut  and  carve  for 
you. 

4.  Learn  hence,  to  ftoop  at  the  firft  blow,  and  not  to 
put  God  at  the  charge  of  many  arrows ;  he  will  over- 
come when  he  judgeth,  as  he  did  with  Pharaoh,  that' 

haughty 
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haughty  monarcli :    he  had    better  difmiffed    Ifrael  at 
firft. 

IV.  Observ.  **  That  the  fins  of  God's  own  people 
may  provoke  him  to  fend  judgniertts  on  them,  and  on  the 
place  they  live  in.'*  They  niav  fm,  as  here,  and  bring 
judgments  upim  themfelves  and  others:  God  may  ht  pro-' 
voked  for  the  iniquity  of  fops  and  daughters.  "  You  only 
have  I  knnwn  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth;  therefore 
I  will  punifli  you  fr  all  your  iniquities."  ^  Hence  learn, 

1.  Let  not  G(  d's  own  children  forget  their  cbnf:xiouf- 
nefs  to  the  difcipline  c.f  his  h-ufe;  **  If  his  children  for- 
fake  ray  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments: — Then 
will  I  vifit  their  tranf:{reffi.;n  \vi;h  the  rod,  and  their  ini- 
quity  with  ftripes,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  30.  32. 

2.  Let  every  one  examine  their  own  heart,  and  fee 
what  hand  they  have  in  bringing  fuch  a  judgment,  and 
fuch  a  judgment,  whether  fpiritual  or  temporal. 

3.  It  (hould  teauh.us  to  Hand  in  the  gap  when  others 
make  it  wider,  even  the  pe^^ple  of  God  themfelves  : 
how  few  then  are  there  to  lland  and  to  fill  it  up,  or  flop 
it,  in  this  day  of  degeneracy  and  backfliding  ? 

4.  It  iliould  teach  us  to  bewail  the  fins  even  of  God's 
own  people,  their  carnality,  levity,  wantonnefs,  i^c.  and 
to  live  a  life  of  continual  dependence  upon  the  Lord  Jefus 
that  we  be  not  given  up  to  the  fway  of  our  lulls  ;  and  to 
humble  ourfelves.  2  Chron.  vii.  4.  **  If  my  people,  which 
are  called  by  my  name,lhall  humble  themfelves  and  pray 
and  feek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then 
will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  fins,  and 
will  heal  their  land."  Where  we  may  remark,  that  as 
humiliation,  fupplication,  and  reformation  are  neceflary, 
in  order, to  have  a  land  healed,  if  it  is  hurt  even  by  the 
fins  of  God's  people;  fo  it  is  not  our  duties,  or  perform- 
ance thereof,  but  God's  propriety  in  us,  and  covenant 
with  us,  that  caufeth  him  to  fliew  mercy  to  us.  Which 
alfoteacheth  us,  how  to  wreftle  with  God  in  prayer;  the 
argument  mufi  be  drawn  from  his  free  grace.  And  how 
to  do  duty  acceptably;  it  is  by  faith  in  Chrift  ;  as  our 
perfons,  fo  our  fervices  are  accepted  only  in  him  :  and 
his  in te reft  in  his  people  is  unchangeable, 

V.  Ob. 
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V.  Observ-  "  That  we  cannot  go  to  a  better  hand, 
to  reprelent  our  afflidled  circumftances,  than  the  hand 
that  I'mites  us  ;  "  In  the  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Lord, 
feith  the  people  here,  we  come  to  pour  out  our  com- 
plaints."    Hence, 

1.  Here  is  the  myftery  cf  faith  ;  it  brings  a  man  to 
that  very  God  that  was  offended  ;  to  him  that  judgetli 
righteoufly,  that  he  may  judge  alfo  mercifully. 

2.  God's  people,  in  their  greatefl:  trials,  will  never 
want  a  refuge  :  when  they  are  under  judgments,  they 
make  their  judge  their  refuge. 

3.  How  condemnation- worthy  are  they  that  go  to 
other  phyficians  of  no  value,  negie£ling  God  liimfelf, 
though  it  is  the  end  of  his  chaftiferaents  to  drive  them 
to  himfelf  ? 

4.  Affli(Stions  that  come  from  God,  with  a  bleffing, 
leadeth  to  God  by  prayer;  and  when  we  truly  fee  them 
to  be  from  him,  as  his  judgments,  they  will  lead  us  to 
him,  to  breathe  out  our  fouls  to  him,  as  the  Deliverer. 

.  VI.  Pbserv.  ''  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  afflided  to 
*'  wait  fjjr  God."  It  is  the  pr  >perty  of  God's  people 
to  wait  patiently  the  time  of  Cod's  mercy,  in  a  way  of 
hope,  Lam.  iii.  25,  26.  "  The  Lord  is  good  unto  them 
that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him.  It  is 
good  that  a  man  fhould  both  hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord."  It  is  not  enough  to  wait  on  God, 
in  the  way  of  his  mercies ;  but  we  mud  wait  on  him  in 
the  way  of  his  judgments  alfo.  Here  I  would,  i.  Prcpofe 
fome  queftions,  for  explaining  and  clearing  the  doctrine. 
2.  Refolve  fome  objeftions  that  may  be  made,  againd 
this  duty  of  waiting  upon  God  in  the  way  of  his  judg- 
ments. 

i//.  The  firft  thing  was,  to  propofe  fome  queftions  for 
clearing  the  duty  of  waiting  on  the  Lord. 
•QiTEST.   I.  What  are  we  to  wait  upon  God  for? 

Answ.  For  all  promifed  bleffings  of  the  new  covenant: 
we  ought  to  lay  hold  on  his  covenant,  and  then  to  wait 
for  all  the  promifed  good  thereof.     As, 

I.  For  God  himfelf,  his  being  our  God,  and  acting 

the 
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the  part  of  a  God  to  us  ;  fince  the  great  promife  of  the 
covenant  is,  Iwill  6e  tby  God^  and  ye  JJjgll  be  viy  people. 

2.  For  the  new  heart  and  fpirit,  according  to  the 
promife,  "  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
fpirit  will  I  put  v/ithin  you  ;  and  1  will  take  away  the 
ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefh,  and  give  you  an  heart  of 
flcfli."  For  promifed  pardon  ;  "  I  will  be  merciful  to 
your  unrighteoufnefs,  your  fins  and  iniquities  will  I 
remember  no  more."  For  promifed  healing,  according 
to  the  promife,  "  I  will  heal  your  backflidings ;  I  will 
love  you  freely."  For  the  promifed  Spirit ;  "  I  will 
pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfly,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground."  For  promifed  prefence  ;  '*  I  will  never 
leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee."  For  promifed  direction  ; 
*'  I  will  lead  the  blind  in  a  way  they  know  not."  For 
promifed  falvation,  grace  and  glory,  and  every  good  thing 
promifed  in  the  covenant;  for  what  he  hath  promifed  to 
his  children,  to  the  church,  to  the  nation.  His  promife 
is  the  rule  for  regulating  our  expeilations,  in  waiting  for 
God.     We  need  to  know  what  we  are  waiting  for. 

Quest.  2.  How,  and  in  what  manner  are  we  to  wait 
for  him  ? 

Answ.  I.  We  are  to  wait  believingly;  believing  and 
waiting  are  joined  together,  Pfalm  xxvii.  13.  **  I  hacj^ 
fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  ^oodnefs  of  God 
in  the  land  of  the  living.     Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  be  of 
good  courage,  and  he  fliall  ftrongthen  thy  heart."  What> 
is  this  waiting  but  continued  believing,  a  living  by  faith. 

2.  We  are  to  wait  on  the  Lord  induftrioufly,  obedient- 
ly, and  diligently:  true  faith  is  afting  and  working;  we 
are  to  wait  in  the  courfe  of  duty  and  diligence;  fo  Elijah, 
when  he  pray*ed  for  rain,  and  fent  his  fervant  to  fee  if 
there  was  any  appearance  thereof;  he  prayed  again, 
and  fent  again,  feven  times. 

3.  We  are  to  wait  humbly:  waiting  is  drawn  from 
the  fervice  of  an  inferior  to  a  fuperior,  that  waits  upon 
him  reverently  and  refpeftfully.  O  the  infinite  diftance 
between  God  and  us  !  How  humbly  and  reverently 
(hould  we  wait  upon  him,  as  our  gj"eat  Lord  and  Maf- 
cer  ?v  Pfalm  cxxiii.  l,  2.     . 

4.  We  are  to  wait  hopefully;  Lam.  iii.  26,  "  It  is  good 
Vot,  V.  t  I  i  for 
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for  a  man  bdth  to  hope,  and  quietly  to  wait  for  the  faU 
vation  of  God."  If  his  mercy  be  free,  who  would  not 
wait  and  hope  in  his  mercy,  however  unworthy  ? 

5.  Wc  lliould  wait  upon  the  Lord  chearfuUy  and  af- 
feftionately  ;  "  For  he^  nieeteth  him  that  rejoiceth,  and 
worketh  righteoufnefs.  Why  art  thou  difcouraged,  O 
my  foul;  hope  thou  in  God,"  Pfal.  xlii.5.  xliii.j.  Give 
not  way  to  difcouragement  and  defpondency;  for  thus 
we  diflionour  God,  and  difcredit  his  way.  He  loveth  a 
chearful  giver,  a  chearful  feeker,  a  chearful  waiter. 

6.  Wait  on  the  Lord  con(\antly  and  perfeveringly ; 
Amos  xii.  6i.  Wait  on  thy  God  continually.  Wait  at  the 
pool,  till  the  Angel  trouble  the  water  :  wait  on  him  all 
the  days  of  your  appointed  time,  till  your  change  come. 
There  is  no  period  here  but  death.  ^ 

Quest.  3.  When  are  we  to  wait,  at  what  time  ? 
Answ.  At  all  times,  as  I  wa,s  faying  juft  now  ;  and 
particularly  in  the  way  of  his  judgments.    As, 

1.  A  time  of  trouble  and  affliflion. — Aftlitlion  from 
God  is  the  furnace  wherein  God  tries  his  metal,  tries 
their  faith,  hope,  and  patience  ;  therein  we  are  to  wait 
for  him. — Afflictions  from  men  ;  fay  not  in  your  hafte, 
You  will  repay  mifchief  to  them  that  hurts  you  ;  I  will 
have  a-mends  of  fixh  a  man,  ^'  Chrift,  when  lie  was  re- 
viled, reviled  n^t  again;  when  he  fullered,  he  threatened 
not." — ^Afflidtionsfrom  friends,  fr<)m'enemies,and  devils; 
Job  met  with  all  thefe,  and  waited  on  God  in  them. 

2.  A  time  of  want;  outward  want,  is  a  tin,ie  for 
waiting:  therefore  we  are  called  to  be  careful  for  nothing, 
but  in  every  thing,  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  make  our 
requefls  known.  Hath  he  provided  aChrift  for  your  fouls, 
and  will  he  not  provide  a  crumb  for  your  bodies?  Inward 
want;  "  When  the  poor  and  needy  feck  water,  and  there 
is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirll,  I  the  Lord  will 
hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them.  I 
will  open  rivers  in  high  places,  and  fountains  in  the  niidft 
of  the  vallies:  I  will  make  the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water, 
and  the  dry  landfprings  of  water,"  Ifa.  xli.  17,  18. 

3.  A  time  of  temptation,  is  a  fit  time  for  waitincj  on 
the  Lord  ;  fo  Paul,  when  tempted,  he  befought  the  Lord 
Lhrice. 

4.  A 
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4.  A  time  of  deferiion ;  Ifa.  viii.  17-  *'  And  I  will 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  that  hideth  his  face  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob;  and  I  will  look  for  him." 

J.  A  time  of  fear  ;  Pfalra  Ivi.  3.  "  What  time  I  am 
afraid,  I  will  trull  in  thee." 

6.  A  time  of  weaknefs ;  though  called  to  duty  or 
warfare,  wait  on  him  fur  ftrength  ;  **  They  that  wait 
on  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their  ftrength,"  li'a.  xl.  31. 

7.  In  a  word,  we  are  to  wait  on  him  in  fecret,  in 
private,  in  public,  in  good  and  bad  company,  in  all  that 
we  go  about,  or  are  called  to  be  employed  in. 

Quest.  4.  Why  are  we  to  wait  for  him  ? 

Answ.  I.  We  are  to  wait  on  him,  becaufe  he  hath 
commanded  us,  Pfalm  xxvii.  14.  "  Wait  on  the  Lord, 
be  of  good  courage,  and  he  fhall  llrengthen  thine  heart; 
wait,  1  fay,  on  the  Lord."  Whatever  he  commands  is 
furely  our  duty :  and  there  is  no  greater  reafon,  for  any 
duty,  than  his  fovereign  will. 

2.  Becaufe  of  his  relation  to  us  as  our  God,  Maker, 
and  Matter;  Pfal.  cxxiii.  2.  *'  Beheld  as  the  eyes  of  fer- 
vants  look  unto  the  handsof  their  matters,  and  as  the  eyes 
of  a  maiden  unto  the  hand  cf  her  miilrefs;  fo  our  eyes  wai^ 
upon  the  Lord  our  God,  until  that  he  have  mercy  upon  us." 

3.  Becaufe  all  things  wait  en  him  ;  Pfalm  cxlv.  15. 
"  The  eyes  of  all  things  wait  upon  thee,  and  thou  givett 
thdm  their  meat  in  due  feafon.V  All  the  inanimate 
creatures  do  fo  paflively  ;  we  ought  to  do  fo  adtively. 

4.  Becaufe  it  is  our  interett;  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  "  Bleffed 
are  they  that  wait  for  him."  Ifa.  xl.  31.  '*  They  that 
wait  on  the  Lord,  ftiall  renew  their  ftrength  ;  they  fliall 

'  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they  fliall  run  and  not 
be  weary,  and  they  fliall  walk  and  not  faint." 

2diy^  We  propofe  to  refolve  fome  objedtions,  that  may 
be  made  againft  this  duty  of  waiting  on  God  in  the  way 
of  his  judgments. 

[i.]  Some  plead  againft  this  duty,  becaufe  of  their 
darknefs  and  unclearnefs  about  their  faving  interett  in 
the  God  they  are  called  to  wait  upon  :  if  I  knew  he  wnis 
my  God,  I  might. have  encouragement  to  wait  on  him  ; 
but  I  am  in  the  dark  about  my  interett  in  him,  and  why 
flioukl  I  wait  for  him  ? 

I  i  2  Aksw. 
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Answ.  I.  Let  it  be  one  of  your  reafons  for  waiting 
upon  God,  to  deal  with  him  for  making  your  right  to 
the  covenant  fure  :  Pray  hini  to  fend  forth  his  light  and 
truth,  to  be  a  guide  to  you. 

2.  Thy  want  of  clearnefs,  in  this  matter,  doth  not: 
make  void  his  call  and  command  to  thee,  to  wait  on. 
him.  This  is  indeed  neceffary  for  the  doing  it  more 
comfortably^  and  fuccefsfulJy, 

3.  When  you  cannot  wait  on  him,  as  one  you  know 
to  be  yours,  by  fpecial  right ;  you  are  to  wait  on  him 
as  one  that  offers  himfelf  to  you,  and  to  be  yours 
through  Chrift. 

4.  Let  not  your  darknefs  be  a  lazy,  idle  darknefs ; 
bat  be  ftirred  up  to  diligence  by  duty  and  means ;  and 
if  thou  art  as  diligent,  tender,  humble,  and  holy  under 
thy  darknefs,  as  others  under  their  light  and  affurance, 
k  is  well ;  and  will  have  an  agreeable  iffue. 

[2.]  Some  plead,  how  can  I  wait  on  him,  in  the  way 
of  his  judgments,  when  I  have  procured  thefe  judgments 
-by  my  fins  ?  If  my  fufferings  were  cleanly,  then  I  could 
wait  for  God,  under  them  ;  but  my  manifold  tranfgref- 
fions  have  juftly  provoked  him  to  fend  thefe  judgments 
on  me. 

Aksw.  I.  Your  fin  bringing  on  judgments,  doth  not 
loofe  your  obligation  to  the  duty  of  waiting  upon  God 
under  them,  though  it  may  make  the  performance  more 
difficult.  In  Pfalm  cxxx.  i.  there  the  Pfalmift  is  in  the 
deeps,  yet  he  cries  to  God  ;  though  fin  was  at  the  door, 
therefore  he  cries  alfo  for  forgivenefs,  ver,  3.;  intimat- 
ing, that  fin  had  brought  him  into  the  deeps. 

2.  Thou  art  the  more  obliged  to  wait  upon  God  un- 
der his  judgments,  that  fin  hath  procured  them ;  and 
that  whatever  way  you  look  on  this  duty  of  waiting, 
(i.)  If  you  underlland  it  for  fubmiffion  to  God  under 
fad  providences,  and  patient  abiding  God's  time  and 
Icifure  for  relief,  then  your  fin  is  a  ftrong  motive  to 
this  waiting.  What  better  reafon  for  holy  fubmiffion 
to  his  judgments,  than  that  we  have  brought  them  on 
ourfelves  ?  And  what  better  reafon  to  wait  his  time, 
than  that  we,  by  our  fin,  deferve  eternal  mifery  ?  See 
JVIJcab  vii.  7.  **  I  will  look  unto  the    Lord  ;    I  will 

wait 
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wait  for  the  God  of  my  falvation  :   my  God  will  hear 
me,"  Lam.  iii.  39.  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  com- 
plain, a  man  for  the  punilhment  of  his  fins  ?"  (2.)  If  you 
uoderlland  waiting  for  a  hopeful  expefilation  of  good  from 
.  God,  and  of  proraifed  covenant  mercy,  then  the  confi- 
deration  of  thy  fins  ought  not  to  hinder  thy  waiting  for 
this,  in  the  way  of  his  judgments,  though  thou  haft  pre 
voked  him  thereunto;   becaufc  the  ground  of  your  hope 
of  the  fulfilling  of  covenant- promifes,  is  the  free  grace 
of  God  in  Ghrill,  who  hath   performed  the  condition  of 
the  covenant :  and  fovereign  grace  can  neither  be  far- 
thered   by  thy  good,   nor  hindered  by  thy   ill ;   though 
yet  Jlill  good  things,  promifed  in  the  covenant,  are  to  be 
expcfted  in  the  way  of  duty,  not  in  the  way  of  going  on 
in  fin ;   therefore,  fct  about  the  exercife  of  repentance, 
judging  thyfelf  as  Ephraini,  Jer.  xxxi.  18,  19,  20. ;  and 
by  faith  apply  to  the  fountain  of  the   blood  of  Chriftj 
I  John  i.  9. 

3.  It  hath  been  the  praftice  of  God's  children  to  wait 
•upon  him  under  judgments,  even  tho'  they  were  confci- 
ous  of  fin  bringing  them  on,  Pfal.  xlix.  5.  **  Wherefore 
fliould  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil,  when  the  iniquity  of  my 
heels  Ihall  compafs.  me  about  r"  Again  faith  the  church, 
"  Tho*  our  iniquities  teftify  againft  us,  yet  do  thou  for 
thy  name's  fake.  Pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  great.** 
Have  we  not  the  more  reafon  to  wait  on  him  for  par- 
doning and  purifying  grace,  that  our  fin  hath  brought 
fad  things  upon  us  ?. . 

4.  Chrift  fympathizes  with  you,^even  in  thefe  afflifti- 
ons  which  you  bring  upon  yourfelves,  by  your  fin.  As  a 
King,  he  correfts  you  for  your  fins,  and  yet  as  an  Huf- 
band  and  Head  fympathizes  with  you,  and  grieves  for 
the  mifery  that,  by  your  fin  and  folly,  you  bring  upon 
yourfelves,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  9.  "  In  all  their  afflidtions  he  is  af- 
flifled;"  even  in  thefe  they  finfully  procured.  See  Judg. 
X.  15,  16.  Ifrael  had  by  their  idolatry  provoked  God  to 
give  them  up  to  a  cruel  enemy,  yet  it  is  faid,  *'  His  foul 
was  grieved  for  the'Sffliftion  of  Ifrael."  How  ftiouldthis 
encourdge  us  to  wait  on  him,  and  expetl  his  mercy? 

[3.]  Some  plead  againft  this  duty  in  their  heart, 
from  the  fearfulnefs  of  the  providence  that  befals  them, 

the 
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the  irrecoverablenefs  of  their  loffes,  and  the  fingularity  of 
their  cafes;  **  Is  there  any  forrow  like  my  forrow?" 

Answ.  I.  No  trouble,  be  it  ever  fo  great,  hath  befal- 
len you,  but  what  others  of  God's  children  have  either 
met  with  the  fame,  or  with  the  equivalent ;  therefore, 
fay  not  your  cafe  is  Angular,  i  Pet.  iv.  12. 

2.  However  Angular  thy  affliftion  be,  yet  ftill  thou  art 
the  more  obliged  to  this  duty,  las  a  duty  fhaped  out  for 
a  fad  condition.  I  know  no  wrathful  difpenfation,  a 
child  of  God  can  fall  under,  that  doth  not  confift  with 
thoughts  of  peace  towards  them,  to  give  them  an  ex- 
pelled end ;  and  where  it  is  not  good  for  him  both  to  ] 
hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  God,  Lara, 
iii.  26. 

,.  3.  In  waiting  for  God,  wa  are  to  wait  for  what  he 
hath,  promifed,  and  as  he  hath  promifed  it.  Your  tem- 
poral loffes,  be  it  of  a  friend,  an  hulband,  wife,  father, 
mother,  children,  &?c.  may  indeed  be  irrecoverable  :  in 
many  cafes  you  are  not  to  expeft  a  reftoration  of  the 
particular  thing,  by  the  lofs  whereof  Godcorrefts  you  : 
.but  it  is  fufficient,  if  be  gives  you  as  good  ;  if  he  gives 
you  in  gold  what  you  have  loft  in  filver.  He  can  make 
up  your  loffes  another  way,  by  giving  thee  as  good ; 
yea,  and  making  thee  find  more  comfort,  fweetnefs,  and 
Vatisfatlion  in  himfelf,  than  ever  thou  haft  found  in  thefe 
enjoyments.  Some  loffes  cannot  be  repaired  without  a 
miracle,  in  the  particular  itfelf;  and  for  this  thou  haft 
no  promife  :  but  thou  art  to  wait  on  him  for  the  fanSli- 
fication  of  thy  lofs,  and  for  a  fweet  up-making  of  it. 

4.  Senfe  and  reafon,  which  go  upon  vifible  appear- 
ances, are  not  the  grounds  of  faith,  nor  of  waiting  up- 
on God ;  but  the  covenant  and  promife  is  the  ground 
thereof.  Therefore,  having  God's  word  to  build  up- 
on, on  him  you  are  to  wait ;  though  there  be  nothing 
appearing  to  fen fe  and  reafon  that  promifes  relief:  but' 
let  faith  took  to  what  ,God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holi- 
nefs  ;  and  then  there  is  ground  to  rejoice  and  to  hope. 
Fiaith,  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  will  fee 
falvation  coming,  when  fenfe  cannot  perceive  it,  but 
feems  to  fee  the  quite  contrary:  therefore,  learn  to  walk 
.  by  hlthy  and  not  by  figVvl^  t  Oot.  \ .  t  • 
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[4.]  Some  plead,  they  have  waited  long,  and  are 
not  the  better,  but  rather  try  (led  with  greater  trouble; 
and  therefore  are  ready  to  lay,  "  Why  (hould  I  wait 
on  the  Lord  any  longer  ?"  The  longer  I  wait,  the 
greater  my  trouble  grows. 

Answ.  I.  It  is  not  ftrange  though  the  Lord  fliould 
make  his  people  wait  long;  yea,  wait  for  good,  and 
behold  evil,  and  make  greater  trouble  Ihoulder  out  the 
leffer,  Jer-  viii.  15.  "  We  looked  for  peace,  but  no  good 
came ;  and  for  a  time  of  health,  and  behold  trouble.'' 
Micah  i.  12.  *'  For  the  inhabitants  of  Maroth  waited 
carefully  for  good ;  but  evil  came  down  from  the  Lord 
unto  the  gate  of  Jerufalem."  When  the  end  for  which 
affliftion  came  is  not  reached,  yet  ftill  it  is  our  duty  to 
continue  waiting,  while  he  continues  afflifting,Hof.xii.6. 
*'  Wait  on  thy  God  continually."  We  are  to  wait  on 
him,  till  the  day  of  calamity  be  over-paft;  Pfalm  Ivli.  i. 
*'  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  God,  be  merciful  unto  m^,  for 
my  foul,  trufteth  in  thee  ;  yea,  in  the  ftiadow  of  thy  wings 
will  I  make  my  refuge,  until  thefe  calamities  be  overpaft.'* 

2.  Whatever  be  the  changes  of  divine  providence,  his 
love  is  unchangeable.  He  may  multiply  new  troubles, 
inllead  of  delivering  from  old  ones  ;  yet  all  this  cannot 
feparate  from  his  love,  Rom.  viii.  35, — 38. 

3.  Let  times  of  trouble  be  never  fo  great  or  long, 
yet  they  are  not  comparable  either  to  the  eternal  torments 
of  the  damned  ;  or  the  eternal  joys  of  the  redeemed  : 
the  former  thou  hail  deierved,  the  latter  thou  art  en- 
titled to.  Why  then  fret,  and  not  wait  patiently  on 
God,  under  thy  troubles  ?  They  are  nothing  to  the 
eternal  mifery  of  the  damned,  from  which  thou  art  de- 
livered ;  nothing  to  the  eternal  happincfs  of  the  re- 
deemed, to  which  thou  haft  a  right;  a<i(i  that  will  foon 
fw allow  up  all  forrow. 

4.  Let  them  be  never  fo  great,  or  of  long  coniLinuancc, 
they  will  have  an  end;  "  The  expedlation  of  the  needy 
fliall  not  perifti  for  ever,"  Pfalm  ix.  18.  See  Pfalm 
xxxvii.  37.  *'  Many  are  the  affliftions  of  the  righteous ; 
but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  cut  of  them  alU"Pfai.xxxiv* 
19.  "  The  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  tirae,*^  Hab.  ii.3.  ''  I 
waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  he  iucUued  utxto  tsve^ 
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and  heard  my  cry,'^  Pfal.  xl.  i.^  The  Lord's  time  of 
giving  out  covenant-mercies,  is  the  due  time,  the  only 
time,  the  bell  time,  the  fitteft  time.  Tfaro*  haftinefs  of 
fpirit  you  may  think  it  is  more  than  time,  that  the  pro- 
mifed  outgate,  or  promifed  mercy  were  given;  but  thou 
art  not  a  competent  judge,  in  this  cafe.  If  we  get  our  ; 
mercies  or  outgate  in  oiir  time,  God  would  lofe  the  glory, 
and  we  v/ould  lofe  the  advantage  he  defigns  thereby:  he 
hath  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  his  time,  not  in  ours. 
Let  nothing  therefore  hinder  your  waiting  on  him,  in 
the  way  of  his  judgments.  '*  He  is  a  God  of  judgment, 
and  blefled  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him,'*  Ifa.  xxx.  18. 

We  now  proceed  to  offer  fome  direftions,  for  the  right 
management  of  this  duty  of  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  the 
way  of  his  judgments. 

Say  yc.Hi,  I  cannot  wait  for  God,  being  of  an  unbe- 
lieving fretful  fpirit.     What  help  would  you  offer? — 

Answ.  In  general,  without  a  change  of  nature,  by 
regenerating  grace;  and  without  ftrength,  by  the  affifting 
grace  of  the  Spirit,  it  is  impoffiblc  this  duty  can  be 
performed.    Be  fenfible  of  this.    And  more  particularly, 

I.  Labour  to  fee  the  infufEciency  and  vanity  of  all 
things  befide  God  ;  and  to  have  a  right  uptaking  of  his 
fufGciency,  and  gracioufnefs  through  ChriH,  to  be  forth- 
coming for  thee  in  thy  worll  condition  :  ■  without  this,  a 
foul  will  never  wait  for  God.  While  people  expeft  re- 
lief from  the  creature ;  and  from  this  and  the  other 
mean ;  and  fee  not  the  infufEciency  of  all  things  befide 
God,  and  how  unprofitable  and  unfuccefsful  every  courfe 
will  prove,  without  him,  they  will  never  look  to  God 
and  wait  for  him.  And  while  people  have  no  fpiritual 
uptaking  of  the  fufficiency  of  God,  for  their  upmaking 
in  every  condition,  and  of  his  gracioufnefs  to  make  that 
fufficiency  forthcoming  through  Chrift,  but  entertain 
jealous  thoughts  of  God,  they  will  not  wait  upon  him: 
but  if  men .  had  once  a  view  of  creature-infufEciency, 
and  of  God's  all-fufEciency,  and  of  his  gracioufnefs  to 
make  it  forthcoming,  this  would  marvelloufly  help  to 
wait  for  him,  and  cry,  *'  Afhur  fliall  not  fave  us,  neither 
will  we  fay  any  more  to  the  work^of  our  hands,.  Ye  are 
cur  gods,^^  Hof.  xiv.  y 
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2.  Frequently  call  up  your  fouls  to  this  duty,  refo- 
cly  effaying  it,  over  the  belly  of  all  obllrudlions  and 
Eculties;  as  in  Ifa.  viii.  17.  Micah  vii.  7.  PfaL  iii.  5. 
ch  rcfolutions  would  put  the  fcul  in  a  waiting  and 
tching  pofture. 

3.  By  faith  bring  ftrength  from  Chrlft,  who  can  eafily 
power  you,  Phil.  iv.  13.;  for,  *'  Without  him  we  can 
nothing;"  and  bring  all  encouragement  from  the  cc- 
lant,  where  there  are  promifes  made  d>/ waiting,  and 
waiting.  Pfal.  xxvii.  14.  ^*  Wait  on  the  Lord  and  be 
;ood  courage:''  Objeft.  But  I  cannot:  why  then  it  is 
led,  '*  He  will  ftrengthcn  thine  heart."  There  are  alfo 
!et  promifes  to  waiting,  Ifa.  xl.  31.  xxx.  18.  Ixiv.  4. 
Jut  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fliall  renew  their 
ngth:  they  fliall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they 
11  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  they  fliall  walk  and  not 
it. — And  therefore  will  the  Lord  wait,  that  he  may 
cious  unto  you,  and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted,  that 
may  have  mercy  upon  you:  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of 
jment;  blefled  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him. — For 
e  the  beginning  of  the  world  men  have  not  heard,  nor 
:eived  by  the  ear,  neither  hath  the  eye  feen,  O  God, 
des  thee,  what  he  hath  prepared  for  him  that  waiteth 
lim.  Lam.  iii.  25.  The  Lord  is  good  unto  them  that 
t  fey:  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him." 

.  Be  much  in  prayer  for  a  waiting  frame,  and  a- 
ift  the  diftempers.  of  the  fpirit  that  hinders  it.  Go 
tell  God  of  your  wants,  and  of  your  ills;  and  pray 
to  give  that  patience,  faith,  hope,  and  holy  fubmif- 
,  and  a  waiting  fpirit;  "  Their  heart  fliall  live  that 
:  God." 

.  Let  it  be  a  deed  of  the  foul  ;  My  foul  doth  ^ait^ 
1  the  Pfalmift.  (i.)  Let  it  be  a  knowing diflinft  deed 
le  foul ;  Truly  our  foul  ^aaitetb  for  bim^  Pfal.  Ixii.  i. 
A  voluntary  deed  of  the  foul;  not  of  neceflity,  but  of 
ce,  and  with  delight,  Mic.  vii.  7.  **  I  will  wait  fcr 
God  of  my  falvation."  (3.)  An  earneft  deed  of  the 
;  Rom.  viii.  19.  '*  The  earneft  expectation  of  the 
ture,  waiteth  for  the  manifellation  of  the  fons  of 
;"  as  the  weary  watch  waits  and  longs  for  the  mor- 
;,  Pfal.  cxxx.  6.  (4.)  An  humble  deed  of  the  foul. 
OL.  V.  t  K  k  Wait- 
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Waiting  properly  takes  in  the  diftance  that  is  between  an 
inferior  and  fuperior,  the  perfon  waited  on,  and  the  per- 
fon  waiting;  • ''  As  the  eyes  of  the  fervants  look  to  the 
hands  of  their  mailers,  and  as  the  eyes  of  a  maiden  unto 
the  hand  of  her  miftrefs;  fo  our  eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord 
our  God,  until  that  he  have  mercy  upon  us,"  Pfalm 
cxxiii.  2.  Confider  the  great  dillance  between  God,  your " 
heavenly  Mailer,  and  you,  (5.)  Let  it  be  a  refolute  deed 
like  that,  *'  I  have  fwdrn,  and  I  will  perform." — Pfalm 
3;xvii.  4.  **  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that 
will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple."     (6.)  Let  it  be  a 
fixed  and  conftant  deed  of  the  foul,  notwithftanding  of 
one  difappointnrent  on  the  back  of  another,  during  the 
whole  way  of  his  judgments,  '*  Wait  on  thy  God  conti- 
nually, Hof,  xii»  6.  I  am  weary  of  my  crying,  my  throat 
is  dried ;  mine  eyes  fail,  while  I  wait  upon  thee,"  Pfal, 
Ixix.  3.  Wait  on  God  in  the  way  following  the  text; 
*'  The  defire  of  our  foul  is  to  thy  name," 

We  now  offer  fome  Motives  to  enforce  a. compliance 
with  the  duty.  i.  Confider  that  God,  and  the  good 
things  you  need,  in  your  fad  condition,  are  worth  the 
waiting  for,  were  it  never  fo  long,  Pfalm  Ixv.  5,  6,  7. 
*^  My  foul  wait  thou  only  upon  God;  for  my  expedlation 
is  from  him.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation ;  lie 
is  my  defence;  I  fiiall  not  be  moved.  In  God  is  my  faU 
vation  and  my  glory:  the  rock  of  my  flrength,  and  my 
r-efuge  is  in  God."  Shall  a  hufbandman  have  patience 
for  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  and  waitTor  the  former  and  the 
latter  rain;  and  the  foldicr  wait  for  viftory ;  the  merchant 
for  gain,  and  the  watch'  for  the  morning;  and  yet  ihall 
not  fouls  in  trouble  wait  for  God,  their  Rock,  their  Sal- 
vation, their  Refuge,  ^c.  ?  2.  The  time  of  God's  delay^ 
ing  promifed  mercies  and  relief,  is.  Gcd*s  waiting  time, 
as  well  as  ours,  Ifa,  xxx,  18.  ''  He  waiteth  that  he  may 
be  gracious."  He  expedls  a  fuitable  timd  to  ftiew  mercy. 
Thou  thinkeft  thou  waiteft  long  for  God  ;  but  truly  he 
waits  as  long  for  thee,  and  for  a  fit  feafon  to  flievv  mercy 
on  the  foul  that  w^it§  for  \\\\\^^     3,  Waiting  for  God  in 

trouble* 
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trouble,  keeps  from  being  taken  away  with  the  temptati- 
on that  attends  the  trouble.  Satan  takes  the  time  of 
trouble  to  winnow  poor  fuuls,  with  his  temptations,  and 
to  drive  them  away  from  God  to  fome  monftrous  courfe 

.  or  other,  for  relief:  but  when  the  foul  is  ouce  got  to  a 
waiting  potture;ihcy  are  muchi'ecured  againft  thefe  temp- 
tations.  **  I  trufted  in  him,  and  am  hel|.>ed.  Wait  on  the 
L'rd,  and  he  will  iirengthen  thine  heart."  4.  God  doth 
all  things  well;  and  maketh  all  things  work  togetlier  for 
good  to  them  that  love,  and  wait  for  him,  Rom.  viii.  28. 
They  Ihall  all  be  brought  to  fay,  that  he  hath  dealt  well 
with  them,  according  to  his  word.  Therefore,  in  the  way 
of  hi:,  judgments,  let  us  wait  on  him.  5.  Confider  how 
complete  he  is;  *'  Chrift  is  all  and  in  all."  Confider  how 
defirable  he  is  ;  **  He  is  altogether  lovely.'*  Therefore 
wait  on  him  even  in  the  way  of  his  judgments. 

We  have  reafon  to  exj^ft,  that  before  good  days 
come,  there  (hall  terrible  days  come.  Why,  God  hath 
given  fuch  a  commiffion  as  Ifaiah  got,  chap.  vi.  10.  ''  Go 
make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears 
heavy,  and  Ihut  their  eyes:  left  they  fee  with  their  eyes, 
and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  underftand  with  their  heart 

I  and  convert,  and  be  healed."  We  cannot  limit  the  Lord, 
nor  fpeak  of  his  time:  but  furely  the  fins  of  our  day  are 
greater  than  the  fins  of  thofe  in  Ifaiah's  time ;  for, 
we  have  finned  againfl  greater  light,  clearer  gcfpel- 
light,  than  ever  they  had.  And  the  greater  our  privileges 
are,  the  greater  our  guilt  in  negledling  them  :  the  greiit- 
er  our  guilt,  the  more  awful  will  our  judgments  be. 
Perhaps  he  is  to  fliake  the  nations  before  the  Defire  (.f 
all  nations  fhall  come.  Believe,  watch,  and  pray,  for 
your  enemies  are  living  and  lively:  corruption  is  not  de- 
ilroyed.     Watch,    and  make  not   your  watching  your 

^j^rden:  but  take  up  with  it  in  a  gofpel-way,  which  is 
the  eafy  way,  and  the  pleafant  way.  How?  You  know 
it  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  watch  to  fight  the  enemies  ; 
but,  whenever  the  enemy  appears,  to  go  and  tell  the 
captain^general:  fo,  your  bufinefs  in  Av^tching  is  not  to 
go  forth  againfl:  the  enemy;  but  whenever  you  fee  him 
appearing,  whenever  Sataii  attacks,  bu^y  temj:^fiption^ 
and  upon  the  t^ery  firft  nidtion  of  the  enemy/ go  and'' 

tell 
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tell  the  Captain  of  falvation,  faying,  **  Lord,  here  is  the 
**  enemy;  Lord  help*  me."  See  that  you  raillake  noc 
Ghrift,  when  you  cry  to  him,  and  he  feemeth  not  to 
hear  and  anfwer.  Miftake  him  not;  the  woman  of  Ca- 
naan knew  the  mind  of  Ghrift  better ;  notwithftanding 
all  the  repnlfes  ftie  met  with,  Ihe  looked  through  them 
all  to  his  kind  heart.  Remfember  what  David  did 
Pfal.  Ixxxv.  8.  "  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  wMl 
fpeak:"  I  will  hear  him.  Satan,  fin,  and  the  world  put 
in  their  word ;  but  they  have  never  a  good  word  to  fay 
of  Ghrift  :  therefore,  I  will  not  hear  what  they  fay,  nor 
what  unbelief  faith,  nor  whatever  the  enemy  faith;  but 
'*  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fay;  he  will  fpeak 
peace,"  as  a  God  in  Ghrift  reconciling  the  word  to  him- 
felf :  he  fpeaks  peace  in  the  covenant  of  grace.  He 
fpeaks  peace  in  his  word;  I  will  hear  him,  and  liftcn  to 
his  word.  Gome  to  Jefus,  faying,  "  Lord,  help  me." 
However  great  the  congregation  is,  yet  there  is  room  in 
Ghrift  for  you  all :  therefore,  I  beg  you  will  all  come  to 
him,  and  wait  on  him;  and  come  you  muft  to  him,  or 
perifti.  Let  the  echo  of  your  foul  then  be,  We  have 
come  unto  thee,  O  Lord;  Tea,  in  the  H»ay  of  thy  judg- 
ments^  0  Lordy  have  sve  waited  for  thee* 
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